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COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
In light of the Pandemic and to help reduce touch points, please follow these guidelines when picking up your copy of BScene!
• Take your copy when you’re about to leave the store
• Try not to handle other papers
• Please Do Not put papers back in the pile (take it home or recycle it when you’re finished)
• And as always, keep washing your hands and wearing your masks!
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BScene is a local Entertainment & Community
Guide, showcasing the #BRANTastic features of
Brantford, Brant and Six Nations through engaging
content and with the Best Event Guide in our
community.
BScene is distributed free, every month through
key community partners throughout Brantford,
Brant and Six Nations. BScene has a local network
of over 500 distribution points including local
advertisers, retail outlets, dining establishments,
and community centres. For a complete list,
please visit bscene.ca
As a community paper and forum for sharing
thoughts and experiences, the views expressed
in the magazine are not necessarily those of the
Publisher, Editor, other contributors, advertisers
or distributors unless otherwise stated.
BScene is wholly owned and published by Jason
Freeze. All content © 2021 and all rights to
distribution are reserved by BScene.
ADVERTISING
BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500
drop locations throughout Brantford, Brant and
Six Nations each month. BScene also publishes
unique online content throughout each month
as well as providing the Best Event Guide in the
community. We have an engaged and dedicated
readership who are invested in experiencing what
our community has to offer.
For advertising inquiries, please contact:
Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 jason@bscene.ca

The BSCENE Team
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We were excited to celebrate the Holiday Season in Downtown Paris last month with
the return of the Jingle Bell Market event! Many people came to celebrate at the Tree
Lighting and shop at all the local stores!

BSCENE’s RECYCLING PROGRAM
The BSCENE paper stays local and supports local endeavours as much as possible.
Our publication was printed locally at Ricter Web Printing for years. After its closing,
we chose McLaren Press Graphics in Gravenhurst, a family owned business.
From there, we distribute locally to many businesses and organizations within our

A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce

grand community. Then at the end of the month, we’ll collect any left over papers
for recycling. These papers are recycled through a special fundraising program
with Sydenham-Heritage United Church and Hartmanns Canada. Hartmann’s
is a local egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale that turns the papers into
egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store. The money raised through this
fundraising program gets sent back to Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used
in their Green programs for sustainable upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting
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BRANTFORD FARMERS’ MARKET BACK TO
PRE-PANDEMIC BUSTLE
Vendors ready with quality Christmas fare

email yvonne@roundtablepr.com
🔗 roundtablepr.com
There are no door
monitors and with
the exception of
masking and social
distancing, the
Brantford Farmers’
Market is pretty
much back to a
busy, pre-pandemic
normal.
Manager Bruce Jacobson says being able to utilize
the east, north and west end of the parking lot has
made a major difference in attracting customers,
along with a full array of vendors.
“We’re really back to where we were before Covid,
as far as everything we carry and have carried in the
past, we still have it all,” he said.
Jacobson says customers not seen since the start of
the pandemic have returned, now that all the doors
are open again, instead of only allowing people in
one end and out the other. And long-time regulars
are again enjoying the market’s social atmosphere.
“They’re just so happy to be back here,” he said.
Vendors, some of whom have been absent during
the pandemic, have returned. Crafts people who

Nadine Evans of The Tipperary Bog Fine Cheese
Shop knows cheese.

Produce vendors have returned with items
including pre-cut turnip, butternut squash and other
vegetables, to help make festive dinner preparation
easier. And almost every meat vendor at the market
carries turkeys for Christmas and other occasions.

She says the business “goes crazy” at Christmas
time with a huge number of orders for charcuterie
boards along with Christmas boxes and baskets.
There are a huge variety of specialty cheeses
arriving at The Tipperary Bog for Christmas. “They
range from differed ‘blues’ from international
countries that are only available this time of year
and we bring in some of the higher grade Taleggio
cheeses from Italy and we’ve got a great ‘blue’ called
Coldstone Bassett,” she said. There’s also Blue
Stilton from England.

Herbs and Things not only carry “herbs and things”
but other items, including Hewitt’s ice cream and
eggnog. For coffee connoisseurs, Odd Fellow Coffee
Roasters also continue to be a big draw.
Paris based Link Street Sausage, formerly Anthony’s
Prime Meats, has expanded into the adjacent
market stall.
Owner Anthony Ferras says along with a large
selection of pork and beef sausage, they also sell
turkeys, stuffed turkey breast, ground turkey and of
course, turkey sausage. Ferras urges customers to
order their Christmas turkeys as soon as they can
and no later than a week before Christmas, to avoid
disappointment.
He says bacon and peameal bacon, is also
extremely popular at Christmas. They also have
aged beef, dried up to 90 days and Wagu beef
imported from Snake River, Idaho.
Link Street Sausage also has gift certificates
available.

Photos: Jason Freeze

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

make silk as well as natural Christmas wreaths are
back, following a year-long hiatus.

Keith Miedema of Townsend Meats joined the roster
of market vendors about a year ago.

Evans says Tipperary Bog will also take orders up
until the week before Christmas.

Along with a lot of turkey and ham orders, Miedema
says they also supply the “odd duck and the odd
goose and things like that. Whatever people want
we get it. We help people out,” he said.

You can follow Tipperary Bog on Facebook and
Instagram.

Miedema says they go through some 600 fresh
turkeys and close to 150 hams during the week
leading up to Christmas. “Basically they all get
picked up in two days. It’s a lot of product,” he said.
Miedema also recommends ordering a week to
a week-and-a-half before Christmas, in order to
guarantee the turkey is available.
And he points out breakfast is also a big part of
Christmas family get togethers. “So things like
bacon, breakfast sausage, peameal bacon, all those
things we go through a pile of it at Christmas,” he
said.
He also recommends adding prime rib roast to the
Christmas menu along with the turkey and ham.
“You can’t go wrong with prime rib, right”?

Meantime, hand-made crafts, popcorn, chocolate,
baked goods and more, are all available at the
Brantford Farmers’ Market.
For more information, you can visit: https://www.
brantford.ca/en/things-to-do/farmers_-market.
aspx, or follow them on Facebook.
MARKET HOURS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
Friday 9am to 2pm
Saturday 7am to 2 pm
Christmas & New Year Hours 2021
OPEN…….Thurs. Dec. 23rd 9am to 2pm
OPEN....…Fri. Dec. 24th 7am to 12pm
CLOSED….Sat. Dec. 25th Christmas Day
OPEN.....…Fri. Dec. 31st 7am to 2pm
CLOSED.......Jan. 1st New Year Day
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clicking on Christmas Baskets Registration.

COMMUNITY NEWS & MEDIA RELEASES

A PUBLIC SERVICE FROM BSCENE
For updates regarding the County of
Brant’s COVID-19 programs & services:
link www.brant.ca/COVID-19
For updates regarding the City of
Brantford’s programs and services visit:
link brantford.ca/Covid-19
Cowan Community Health Hub Opens to the
Public
Submitted Media Release
On Monday, November 29, 2021, the Cowan
Community Health Hub (Community Health
Hub of Brant) will officially open its doors to the
public.
“We are so thrilled to announce the official
opening of the Cowan Community Health Hub,”
said Mayor David Bailey. “The Health Hub will
serve the community well and we have so many
people to thank for the success of this great
new community asset. Access to quality health
care and social services is imperative for our
residents, especially as our population continues
to age.”
The Health Hub, located at 25 Curtis Ave. N.,
Paris, is designed to allow greater access to a
variety of health and socials services under one
roof. Services include:
· Alzheimer Society,
· Brant Community Services (Ontario Disability
Support Program and Ontario Works),
· Brant Family and Children’s Services,
· Brantford Radiology,
· Cobblestone Medicine and Rehab Centre,
· Community Hub Pharmacy,
· Grand River Community Health Centre,
· Life Labs,
· Nova Vita,
· Participation Support Services,
· Paris Denture Clinic,
· Paris Heart Clinic,
· PrimaCare Community Family Health Team,
· Sound Choice Hearing Health Services
The Health Hub cost $13 million dollars to build.
A $2 million dollar fundraising campaign is
almost 90% complete thanks to the generous
donors.
“Without our donors, we wouldn’t be here
today,” said Bailey. “We are so grateful for their
generosity. We still have 10% left to raise in our
campaign, so please donate if you can. Each
donation matters, no matter how big or small.”
All donations are recognized on the donor wall in
the Health Hub.

features such as a vegetated “green” roof,
highly insulated building envelope, solar panels,
electric vehicle charging stations, and energy
efficient fixtures and equipment.
For more information about the services offered
in the Health Hub and to donate, visit www.
brant.ca/HealthHub.
County of Brant Recreation Programs
Submitted Media Release
With the holidays approaching, many families
in the County of Brant are planning to travel
outside of Canada. Due to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic, the Government of Canada has
established requirements for travellers when
returning to Canada to protect the health and
wellbeing of the country and our community.
The County of Brant would like to remind
residents and visitors of the requirements for
children less than 12 years of age who are not
fully vaccinated and have travelled outside of
Canada.
For 14 days after arriving back in Canada, the
child must not attend:
· Camp,
· After school programs,
· Recreational activities including
o sports including hockey, ringette and soccer,
o public skates and skating programs
including learn to skate, figure skating and
power skating,
o toddler’s programs
o children’s programs, and
· other extracurricular events.
The requirements also state that the child must
not attend large crowded settings including both
indoor and outdoor functions.
During this 14 day period, guardians are
responsible to:
· Limit their child’s contact with others,
· Ensure their child is wearing a properly fitted
mask and practices physical distancing when in
contact with non-household members, and
· Avoid all contact with any person that
has an underlying medical condition, has a
compromised immune system and/or is 65
years of age or older.
For full details, please visit https://www.canada.
ca/…/fully-vaccinated-travellers-without….
For questions about County of Brant recreation
programs, please contact Stacey Ellins, Director
of Recreation Services, County of Brant,
519.44BRANT (519.442.7268), 1.855.44BRANT
or email Stacey.ellins@brant.ca.

The County of Brant would also like to recognize
and thank Norlon Builders London who
collaborated with Edge Architects to construct
the green state-of-the-art health facility.

Christmas Baskets Financial & Gift Card
Donations Needed Registration Ends Nov.
30th
Submitted Media Release

“We are committed to meet the growing needs
of our charming community and implement
practices that help protect the environment,”
said Bailey. “This building beautifully represents
both of these commitments.” The 41,365 square
foot Hub is comprised of sustainable design

Registration for the 2021 Christmas Baskets
Program will end next Tuesday, November
30th. Anyone who is in need of the program is
encouraged to register on the Brantford Food
Bank website at www.brantfordfoodbank.ca and

“We want to remind people who need this
program to register. It’s important that anyone
who needs help this Holiday registers with us
prior to our cut-off date of November 30th.
Individuals who cannot access the website
are encouraged to contact us for registration
options”, says Heather Vanner, Executive
Director.
Currently, over 720 households from across
Brantford and Brant County have registered
for the program. Over 1,700 individuals will be
supported this Holiday Season.
Anyone needing the program can register by
completing and submitting the registration form
found on the website.
Monetary and Gift Card donations are also
needed. The Food Bank is hosting a Giving
Tuesday, Gift Card Drive Thu Event on November
30th. Individuals and families can drop off their
financial and gift card donations directly at the
Food Bank from 5-7pm that day. Drop off is
happening at 1100 Clarence St., Brantford.
These donations can also be made in person
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. at the Food
Bank Administration Office, by mail to 202 1100 Clarence St. S., Brantford, ON N3S7N8, or
on line at www.brantfordfoodbank.ca at any time
during the Holiday Season.
The Christmas Baskets program provides
families and individuals with food and toy gift
cards to each registered family. Providing
gift cards offers the Gift of Choice to people
and provides the opportunity for individuals
to choose the food and toys their family and
children will love.
When picking up their gift cards, individuals
must show valid identification for each member
of the household.

group was received yesterday. Upon receiving
the first shipment of pediatric vaccine, BCHU
will open its vaccine appointment booking
platform for this age group without delay. We
expect to receive the first shipment of pediatric
vaccine in the coming days. We understand
that many parents or guardians are anxious to
book appointments for their children. We also
understand the difficulty and effort involved
in transporting children to vaccine clinics.
This is why we want to be certain that any
appointments that are booked, are honoured.
Having to cancel appointments because of a
delay in vaccine delivery would be extremely
disruptive for parents, guardians and their
children. This is something we want to avoid.
Parents and guardians should also know that
we don’t expect this to be a situation where
demand exceeds supply, even through the first
week of appointments. I’d like to remind our
residents that first and second doses for children
aged 5-11 will be available by appointment only
and will be booked through the BCHU website.
When appointment booking for those aged 5-11
becomes available, we will notify the public
through our website and social media channels.
I’d also like to remind those who are eligible
to receive their third dose booster vaccine as
soon as possible. Last week there were 875
third doses administered in Brant. This was the
highest number of third doses administered
thus far. That said, our numbers show us there
are many residents who are currently eligible
that have not received their third dose. For
those populations that are currently eligible, an
additional or booster dose may be needed to
obtain more durable and ongoing protection.
Third dose appointments, for those who are
currently eligible, can be booked through the
Brant County Health Unit website.

To find out more about the program, please call
519-751-4357.

Sensitive Santa is Returning to the County
of Brant
Submitted Media Release

Local Update from Dr. Jo Ann Tober November 23, 2021
Submitted Media Release

The County of Brant is pleased to welcome
Sensitive Santa back to Brant!

Below is a transcribed version of the statement
that was made by Dr. Jo Ann Tober, BCHU Chief
Executive Officer.
Last week, there were 55 cases of COVID-19
locally. This is the fifth consecutive week where
we have seen local weekly case numbers rise.
We are continuing to see a high number of cases
in younger populations. This is a similar pattern
to what is being seen throughout the province.
With this trend continuing both locally and
provincially, we are pleased that the province
will be deploying several testing strategies to
increase access to testing and mitigate the
increased risk of transmission over the winter
months. Part of this strategy will be to distribute
both take-home PCR self-collection kits and
rapid antigen screening tests to publicly funded
schools. We are hopeful that making it simple
to take a test and get results will help prevent
some associated spread of COVID-19. I would
urge parents and guardians to take advantage of
this simple way to have their child tested, should
any symptoms present themselves.
As of Sunday, 84 per cent of Brant residents 12
years-of-age and older have received at least
one dose of COVID-19 vaccine and 81 per cent
have completed the series.
Late last week, Health Canada approved
COVID-19 vaccinations for children aged 5-11.
Associated guidance from the Ministry of
Health related to the vaccination of this age

“Sensitive Santa is for those who would love to
visit with Santa but require a quieter, sensory
friendly environment,” said Sheena Yarek
Snyder, Supervisor of Public Transportation
and Accessibility Services. “The lights are dim,
there is no music playing and Santa does not
wear any bells or speak in a loud voice. Also,
there are no line ups that can be challenging for
many families on this special day. The focus of
Sensitive Santa is to allow children, who have
sensory sensitivities, a quiet and calm space to
enjoy a magical moment with the big guy.”
Sensitive Santa is free of charge and is hosted
in partnership by the County of Brant, City of
Brantford and Sensity Deafblind and Sensory
Support Network of Canada. It is reserved
for children in the County of Brant and City
of Brantford who require a sensory friendly
environment.
This year’s event will take place on Saturday,
December 11, 2021 located at Sensity, 50 Main
St., Paris.
If you need a ride, consider booking with Brant
Transit. Visit brant.ca/Transit to learn more.
Please note, those 12 years and older are
required to show proof of vaccination to attend
the event.
Space is limited so please register early. For
more information and to register, please email
accessibility@brant.ca or phone 519.44BRANT
(519.442.7268), 1.855.44BRANT x 3204.

DECEMBER 2021
For more information, visit www.brant.ca/
InYourCommunity.
City of Brantford Introduces Hybrid Council
Meetings
Submitted Media Release
On Tuesday, November 23, 2021, The City of
Brantford will begin implementing hybrid Council
meetings. Council members and senior staff will
attend meetings in person, and members of the
public will also have the option to attend Council
Chambers at City Hall.
While Task Force and Advisory Committee
meetings will remain virtual at this time, the
following meetings will take place under the
new hybrid model for the remainder of 2021:
November 23, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. - City Council
December 7, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. - HR Committee
December 7, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. - Committee of
the Whole - Operations
December 8, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. - Social Services
Committee
December 14, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. - Committee of
the Whole – Planning and Administration
December 15, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. - Finance
Committee
December 21, 2021 6:00 p.m. - City Council
All meetings held will still allow for public
electronic participation via Zoom. Individuals
wishing to attend meetings in-person will be
required to pre-register as structured capacity
limits will be in place in light of the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic. Face coverings, proof of
vaccination or exemption and identification must
also be provided.
Those wishing to register can do so atcalendar.
brantford.ca/meetingsby selecting the meeting
they would like to either speak at or attend.
Here, participants will indicate whether they
would like to speak at the meeting in-person
or virtually, or attend the meeting in-person.
Registration is also available by phone at 519759-4150, Ext. 5358. Those wishing to speak at
a meeting are still required to register by 9:00
a.m. the day of the scheduled meeting.
Members of the public can continue to access
live-streamed meetings from the comfort
of their homes by visiting Brantford.ca/
VirtualCouncil without having to register in
advance.
The City of Brantford is fully committed to
transparency and open public meetings.
Recognizing a desire to balance a return to safe,
in-person public meetings, with a desire to
continue to offer the public, consultants, media,
staff, and others the opportunity to engage
with Council virtually, this hybrid meeting
format allows options for keen participation in
meetings.
Brantford Lights at Glenhyrst and Vibrant
Palette Student Exhibit
Submitted Media Release
Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant is pleased to
announce our upcoming event, The Brantford
Lights at Glenhyrst from December 3, 2021 to
January 1, 2022 from 6 to 9 pm nightly.
The Brantford Lights commences with the
official “switch on” Friday December 3, 2021 at
7 pm.
This evening will also be the official opening of
the Vibrant Palette Student Exhibit. Over 300
pieces of art from local students will be on
display and will continue for the duration of the

light show.

Get tickets at the door for $40 each if they last!

Happenings this year:

Order in advance through our Event Ticket & Info
Line: 1-800-516-5810

• Gallery will be open to visitors on Thursday
evenings before Christmas from 6 to 8 pm
• The Golden Teapot is taking reservations for
Twilight Tea bookings so patrons can watch
the lights turn on and enjoy a magical High Tea
experience
• Sunday, December 5th is Lansdowne Night at
the Lights when Santa and costumed seasonal
greeters welcome Lights patrons and registered
Lansdowne Children's Centre clients.
• Saturday December 11th at 4 pm – It’s a
Wonderful Life LIVE Radio Play – hosted by R &
J Theatrics Productions - Tickets $15 available
at www.glenhyrst.ca with some ticket proceeds
going to Nova Vita Brant Women’s Services.
Vaccine protocols in place.
• Wednesday December 15th the Brantford
Rotary Clowns will be on hand to welcome
people to the park and take donations for Rotary
supported charities such as the Brantford Boys
and Girls Club, Landsdowne Children’s Centre
and Why Not Youth Centres.
The lights will be on display at Glenhyrst Art
Gallery of Brant, 20 Ava Rd. Brantford, Ontario.
Patrons will be allowed to walk through the
event this year. Parking is limited.
Admission to the gallery and this event is free,
although donations are appreciated. Collection
bins are also available for Brantford Food Bank
donations.
Special thanks to our sponsors, the City of
Brantford, Millards Chartered Professional
Accountants, BScene, ARK ELECTRICAL LTD,
Clarence Street Dental Group, Charlotte Villa
Retirement Residence, RiverView Terrace
Retirement Residence and Levante Living.
For more information about this event, please
call Glenhyrst Art Gallery at 519-756-5932 or
email info@glenhyrst.ca.
Elton Rohn Tribute Concert in Support of
Canadian Cancer Society
Submitted Media Release
This is to announce our upcoming fundraiser
event in support of the Canadian Cancer Society:
Elton Rohn. Elton Rohn is thrilling audiences
across Canada and the USA! As Elton Rohn,
Ron Camilleri’s ability to transform into Elton
John is uncanny. Audiences are amazed – it’s
like watching a 1970's Live Elton John concert!
His band is made up of some of Canada’s finest
musicians, and every note is played live – no
tracks. The band also features a full four part
harmony. Elton Rohn has headlined over 300
shows including major festivals across Canada
and the USA, but most notably Las Vegas, where
they were the only Elton John tribute asked to
play the Elton John convention!
WHERE: Sanderson Centre for the Performing
Arts
88 Dalhousie St, Brantford
WHEN: Tuesday, March 8, 2022
7:30pm (Doors open at 7:00pm)
This event is in support of The Canadian Cancer
Society (CCS). Your support of this event goes a
long way in helping fund The Canadian Cancer
Society’s vision. The CCS is dedicated to creating
a future where no Canadian fears cancer. The
CCS is a national community-based organization
of volunteers whose mission is the eradication
of cancer and the enhancement of the quality of
life of people living with cancer.
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OR get your tickets online at: https://tickets.
sandersoncentre.ca/TheatreManager/1/online…
Follow us on social media!
Facebook: Benefit Campaign
Twitter: @BenefitshowCMG
Instagram: @benefitcampaign
Staples for Education in Partnership with
Kiwanis Paris-Brant
Submitted Media Release
The Club of Kiwanis Paris-Brant project leader
Pat Doherty is pleased to report that $2475
was raised by the Simcoe Staples store for
the “Staples for Education in Partnership with
Kiwanis“ Program.

City of Brantford Parks Feature New Bike
Racks and Repair Stands
Submitted Media Release
The City of Brantford has installed new bicycle
racks at 19 parks throughout the city to
encourage residents to choose cycling as their
mode of transportation to playgrounds, sports
fields and recreational sports leagues.
“We are very grateful to the financial support
from the Ontario Municipal Commuter Cycling
Fund and the Government of Ontario who made
the new bike racks and repair stations possible,”
says Kathryn Broadbelt, Transportation Planning
Project Coordinator, City of Brantford. “This
is an exciting addition to our community that
encourages environmentally-friendly forms of
transportation.”

The Simcoe store was the designated partner for
the Kiwanis Club of Paris-Brant. The funds were
used to buy classroom supplies for 5 Special
Education classes in the Waterford District High
School and Cobblestone Elementary schools.

In addition to the bike racks, Jaycee Sports Park,
Mohawk Park and the Rotary Bike Park also
feature new bicycle repair stands that residents
can use to pump their tires or fix their bike if
needed while out for a ride. The repair stand at
Rotary Bike Park was generously donated by
Heron Head Bicycles.

The Kiwanis Club of Paris-Brant is very pleased
to be part of this annual program.

The parks that are equipped with new bicycle
racks are:

For information on how you too, can participate
in this and other similar programs we do for
the benefit of youth in Paris and Brant County,
simply email kiwanisparisbrant@gmail.com

· Burnley Park
· Cameron Heights Park
· Charlie Ward Park
· Cockshutt Park

Ground Breaking Ceremony for the
Cainsville Community Centre
Submitted Media Release
On Friday, November 5, 2021, the County
of Brant hosted a private ground breaking
ceremony to celebrate the new Cainsville
Community Centre located at 15 Ewart Avenue,
Cainsville.
“Discussion and planning for a new Cainsville
Community Centre has been underway for many
years,” said Mayor David Bailey. “We are very
pleased that today marks the beginning of the
construction journey so residents can enjoy a
beautiful, modern community centre in the near
future.”
The proposal of a new community centre first
came to Council in 2015, as the current Cainsville
Community Centre is aging and no longer
meets the community’s capacity needs. It was
agreed upon, through public meetings, that a
more modern and larger community centre to
host community events and a gathering place
for the community would benefit, not only, the
Cainsville community but the County of Brant as
a whole.
The proposed community centre will be a single
story building, approximately 9000 square feet
and include a community hall, meeting room,
spacious lobby and outdoor covered patio.
The facility will feature sustainable design
features such as energy efficient fixtures/
equipment, a well-insulated building, as well as,
an electric car charging station.
Reid and Deleye Contractors Ltd. was awarded
the $5.1 million dollar construction tender. A
fundraising campaign will be launched in the
future to help offset the total building costs.
For more information about the Cainsville
Community Centre, please contact Kathy
Ballantyne, Director of Parks and Facilities,
519.44BRANT (519.442.7268), 1.855.44BRANT
or Kathy.ballantyne@brant.ca.

· Connaught Park
· Devon Down Park
· Grandwoodlands Park
· Iroquois Park
· Jaycee Sports Park, includes bicycle repair
stand
· Lion’s Park
· Lynden Hills Park
· Mohawk Park, includes bicycle repair stand
· Orchard Park
· Pleasant Ridge Park
· Prince Charles Park
· Roswell Park
· Rotary Bike Park, includes bicycle repair stand
· Spring Gardens Park
· Wilkes Park
For more information on local travel using
active methods, please visit www.Brantford.ca/
ActiveTransportation.

SOLUTION

to our Sudoku puzzle,
Page 6
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KRIS KRINGLE COMES TO LIFE IN THE ‘MIRACLE ON 34TH STREET’

facebook playfulfoxproductions
instagram playfulfoxproductions
Playful Fox is at it again! Following their successful production
in October, the Canadian Premiere of Agatha Christie’s ‘Murder
on the Orient Express’, Playful Fox Productions is hard at work
once again preparing a very special production of ‘Miracle on
34th Street’ for December 17-19 at the #forParis Centre (Paris
Presbyterian Church).
Based off the novel and beloved movie of the same name, the
play tells the classic story of Kris Kringle, a man who seems to

be the perfect Santa Claus, taking a job playing Santa
for Macy’s Department Store. However, when Kris
claims to be Santa, his sanity is put into question,
and he is placed in a trial to prove if he really is the
man himself.
Filled with classic characters such as Doris and
Susan Walker, Fred Gayley, and the cantankerous
Sawyer, ‘Miracle on 34th Street’ promises to be a
celebration of the season as well as the miraculous
power of the Christmas holiday!

Submitted Photos

MARISSA WILSON-FOX &
MALAKAI DARIEN FOX

The cast and crew has been hard at work for the past
month in order to put this show together in only 7 weeks! Eager
performers have come together from all over the area, including
a large number of new and returning members.
“It’s such a joy to have so many new performers involved in this
show and to have Playful Fox alumni returning,” said Marissa
Wilson-Fox, co-owner and the stage manager of ‘Miracle on
34th Street’. “Our Susan is played by the wonderful Willow Eacrett
who was last seen as Tinker Bell in our production of Peter Pan,
almost 3 years ago.”
Playing Susan’s mother Doris Walker, is newcomer Lauren Kailan
who has eagerly taken on the role.
Richard V. Ouellette plays the iconic character of Kris Kringle,
who excels at the difficult task of bringing Santa Claus to life on
stage. The lawyer who defends Kris at his trial is accomplished
actor Malakai Darien Fox as Fred, arguing the existence of Santa

BSCENE
How To Play:

Complete the grid so each column, row and
3 X 3 box (with bold borders) contains every number 1 to 9.

Other familiar faces include Anna Carter, Meghan Chambers, and
Joe Gull, who were last seen in Agatha Christie’s ‘Murder on the
Orient Express’ as well as local performers Ralph and Jessica
Tutin. “This show really is an experience for the whole family,”
said Wilson-Fox. “We actually have families performing together
in this cast and it’s truly a beautiful thing to see.”
Playful Fox would like to send the biggest thank you to our
cast, crew, and of course our media sponsor, BScene; as
well as Joshua Wall and the Crew Real Estate, who has been
working with the theatre company since mid 2021, and has now
committed as the Premiere Sponsor for all of the upcoming 2022
season! If you’re considering buying, selling, or investing in real
estate, then give The Crew a call! They are ready and happy to
help you with all your real estate needs.

●
●
●
●

PUZZLES

SUDOKU

against State Prosecutor Mara (Steven B. Andrews) in front of
Judge Harper (William Brezden).

250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
 Wine
ben@positanowine.com
 Beer
www.positanowine.com
positanowinesandcoffee
 Gift Cards

Voice Over Services
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com
yvonne@roundtablepr.com
Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

Difficulty Level : 1
Used with permission from http://en.top-sudoku.com
For solution see page 5

86 Dalhousie St. Brantford
519-304-7090
ninenorth.ca@gmail.com
www.ninenorth.ca





SCOTT’S

COMPUTER
EMPORIUM
ON SITE COMPUTER SALES AND SERVICE

SCOTT DARGIE

519-802-2721

scott@computeremporium.ca
www.computeremporium.ca
45 Dalkeith Dr. Unit 17, Brantford, ON N3P 1M1

ADVERTISING WORKS...
YOU JUST PROVED IT!

PUT YOUR BUSINESS CARD IN FRONT OF
THOUSANDS OF EYES!
10,500 copies every month available at various locations
and neighbourhood routes in Brantford, Brant County &
Six Nations. Annual subscriptions available.
Contact: Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 jason@bscene.ca

DECEMBER 2021

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
LOOSE LEAF VS BAGGED TEAS

Merry Christmas
From our family to yours!
Follow Us
@steves_teas
519-755-0177
783 Colborne St. E. Unit #2 Brantford
www.stevesteas.com

LANA BURCHELL
link stevesteas.com
facebook steves_teas
instagram steves_teas
Most of our customers are aware of our feelings towards tea
bags, while they are a convenience, they’re the least desirable way
to make tea. A lot of tea bags are bleached to make them seem
white and they use a glue to seal them. Therefore, you are not just
steeping your tea but also steeping bleached paper and glue. We
have come across several people who have complained that they
cannot drink tea because it upsets their stomach; chances are it’s
the bag and not the tea that’s the problem.

Photo Charles Deluvio/unSplash

Drop in for
Your Christmas Teas
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Silken tea bags or Pyramid bags are not silk, silken is a name not
a material and most of these bags are plastic and the string and
paper are also made from non-compostable or non-biodegradable
materials. When boiling water hits these materials, it can produce
several cancer-causing particles.
The undesirable components aside, there are several other reasons
to prefer loose leaf tea over a bagged tea. To get the full flavour out
of your tea you need larger pieces of leaves that are free to float
around. The problem with bagged tea is that many of them are too

CHRISTMAS BELLS ARE HERE AGAIN!
PHILIP SARABURA
link brantfordsymphony.ca
facebook brantford.symphony
twitter bsobrant

The concert may feel a little different for our regular patrons.
The audience will be spread out through the auditorium to
allow for social distancing (order all your family and friends
tickets at the same time to be seated together). There will
be no Intermission in the show, and the show will be shorter
than usual, about an hour and a quarter. The orchestra will
be smaller, mostly masked, and spread out over the whole
stage (but don't worry, the music will be terrific as always!).
And there will be a couple of moving camera operators.
They're very good at being discrete; you'll hardly notice

Yes it takes more time and effort to make a cup of loose leaf tea
but the rewards are well worth it. Please give us a chance to show
you how great loose leaf tea can be and maybe you’ll rediscover
tea or just plain discover something new. We are here to answer
all your questions about tea.
And remember tea makes a great Christmas Gift!
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays Everyone!

Christmas
Bells
are here again!

DECEMBER 11TH
AT 7:30PM

Tickets

In Person Attendance: $40
Virtual Attendance: $15
Stock photo

The Brantford Symphony has returned to the Sanderson
Centre! At the end of October, the Orchestra performed
its first concert in almost two years, presenting a lively
program of light and popular orchestral music. The concert
was enthusiastically received by the live audience and
enjoyed in many homes at the same time via live stream.
Now, after having to cancel last year's edition of the famous
annual "Christmas Bells" concert, the Orchestra is eager to
get back on stage again with its always-popular offering
of your favourite Christmas and Seasonal music, skillfully
arranged and professionally presented in the historic
Sanderson Centre auditorium.

small and subsequently constrict the tea leaves. Tea leaves release
flavor by expanding in water, so when the leaves are restricted,
they don't fully infuse the flavour. That means that tea bags often
make tea that doesn't taste good. But for me the number one
reason for choosing loose leaf over bagged tea is tea that goes into
bags compared to loose leaf. In the tea business the tea that goes
into bags has several names, it can be known as “dust,” “fannings”
or my favourite “Floor Sweepings.”

they're there! The cameras are there to send all the action
and all the music into people's homes.
If you want to stay safely at home to enjoy the concert, there
is a streaming ticket option when you go the Sanderson
Centre Box Office site. For our live audience members,
there will be one ticket price for all seats. This concert and
the streaming service has been made possible with the
assistance of the Government of Ontario and the Ontario
Trillium Foundation.
We are so excited to be back! Won't you join us?

Purchase here:
https://tickets.sandersoncentre.ca

Covid Requirements
https://www.sandersoncentre.ca/covidfaq
For more information, contact us at:
administrator@brantfordsymphony.ca

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

Funding provided by the Government of Ontario and the Ontario Trillium Foundation
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GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!
HUMAN RESOURCES

EDUCATION

PART TIME EMPLOYEE VACATION

CREATING ACTIVE LEARNERS

There is sometimes a misconception that
since Part-Time employees don’t work
every day, that they are not entitled to
vacation in the same manner as Full Time
staff do. This is not true!

Academic success isn’t about passing that next test.
It’s about really understanding a concept and having
an active mind to be able to ask the right questions.
Oxford Learning students learn the critical skills they
need to be successful now and in the future. Some of
these skills include active listening, note-taking, and
reflecting.

Part Time staff are entitled to the same
amount of unpaid leave and vacation
pay as Full Time staff, which means that
although they may only work 3 days in a
week, they can take the entire week as
vacation (they should not be called to cover
shifts unless a dire emergency).
Employers are required to track vacation
time and pay as well. Make a record on
the work schedule that the employee is on
vacation, and keep a copy of the schedule
in the employee’s file. It is best to use a
vacation request form to document that
the employee has requested and been
given vacation time off, which should
correspond to their normal posted work
schedule.

KATHRYN KISSINGER
in these circumstances, but must have
a signed agreement with the Employee
indicating that the Employee is aware that
their vacation time off may be partially or
wholly unpaid depending upon how much
vacation pay has accrued since the payout.
If your employee just wants their vacation
pay but does not want to take any vacation
time, the Employer must get a signed
agreement between the Employer and
Employee, and actual written approval
from the Ministry of Labour before this will
be acceptable (this is stated in Section 41
of the Employment Standards Act).
If your business needs help on these or other
Human Resources issues, please reach out to us

There are circumstances where
Employees may be given their vacation
pay at a different time than the vacation
time off is granted. This could be in
response to a sudden financial need of the
Employee (i.e. car trouble). Employers are
permitted to pay out accrued vacation pay

for a free half-hour consultation!

Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254
kissingerhrservices.com

YOUR MOBILE LIFE
RIGHT TO REPAIR - APPLE MAKING
OEM PARTS AVAILABLE
The Right to Repair movement won a battle
last week as Apple announced that they are
going to make OEM parts and tools available
to consumers so individuals will be able to
repair their own phones.
As an independent repair shop, we are
working diligently to become an authorized
Apple IRP (Independent Repair Provider). So
while the announcement is welcome news for
everyone, Apple has added many obstacles to
prevent the proper repair of an iPhone. The
issues that we have noted are as follows:
1.

Apple original parts are very expensive.
They can be as much as 5 to 6 times
more expensive than good quality after
market parts. Apple requires that an IRP
offer OEM parts on every repair and the
customer must sign to give permission to
use aftermarket parts.

2.

Apple only allows the software needed for
some repairs but not all repairs for their
phones.

3.

Apple considers the use of recycled OEM
parts to be black market parts and this
could jeopardize access to their OEM
parts. It is beneficial and green to be able
to recycle parts from phones.

4.

Tools and equipment to perform the
repairs are expensive and must be
purchased directly from Apple.

STEVE & LORRAINE GARNHAM
5.

The legal agreements and requirements
are cumbersome.

While a step in the right direction, we still
need people to support the ‘Right to Repair’
movement to continue lobbying to make the
process easy for anyone that wants to repair
their phone.

“The beautiful thing about learning is that no
one can take it away from you.” BB King
Active listening is an essential skill for success.
Students spend a lot of time at school listening to their
teachers talk. To listen successfully, they must focus
and actively participate in the process of listening.
Listening to understand what is being heard and to
make connections to known information.
Oxford Learning students learn the value of active
listening skills and learn how to become a motivated
active listener. Students identify distractions and are
taught strategies for dealing with those distractions.
Note-taking skills become increasingly more
important for managing the increased workloads and
more complicated concepts of school. Active notetaking means copying down information and sorting
and categorizing the information by highlighting main
ideas, identifying themes, and using skills such as
summarizing and paraphrasing. Developing these
skills early and integrating them into a regular school
routine will ensure students are prepared for all of the
challenges of high school and post-secondary school.

•
•
•
•

Become Active Learners
Discuss Learning Concepts
Increase Retention
Remember Information Longer

Oxford Learning programs teach students many
strategies that they need to be active learners which
leads to success in the classroom, with homework,
and with test taking.
Contact us for more information on our programs as
well as our new Virtual Table™ Teaching Sessions!

All Ages. All Grades. All Subjects.

1084 Rest Acres Rd., Paris, ON N3L 0B5
519.302.0170 oxfordlearning.com
paris@oxfordlearning.com

We Are
Looking
for Quality
Childcare
Providers!
Parents are searching
and waiting for
childcare spaces.
Intrigued?
Scan this
QR code to
learn more.

If you have any questions about Apple making
OEM parts available please contact us at CPR
Cell Phone Repair.

BSCENE IS PROUD TO OFFER ADVICE FROM LOCAL EXPERTS FOR ISSUES IMPORTANT TO YOU. THE ADVICE PROVIDED IS THAT OF THE
PARTICIPANT AND IS NOT ENDORSED, NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OPINION OF BSCENE.

Last Six Helps Students:

Oxford Learning students learn the basics of notetaking by dating every page, scanning for the main
idea, and applying a proprietary study technique called
SQ-RCRC which is a starting point for building active
note-taking skills.

Apple should take pride in the fact that their
products last and meet people’s needs for
many years, they should not be forcing people
to replace their phones. It is the greener
option to do as well.

185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford
519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

TIFFANY BERE
Last Six is a technique used to help students reflect
and verbalize. It ensures students think actively about
learning and helps them remember information
longer. More than simple repetition, Last Six supports
the transfer of the skills being taught at Oxford
Learning to home and school.

35yrs

$500
WELCOME
BONUS!
*limited time offer

DECEMBER 2021

facebook twitter instagram

If you’re a business in the County of Brant in the Professional Services, Health Care
& Related Industries or Business Services sectors please contact info@pariscoc.ca
for more information. Deadline for submissions is Dec. 10, 2021.
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Photo: Amy Shamblen/unSplash

Shop Local

NOW MORE THEN EVER LOCAL
BUSINESSES NEED YOUR SUPPORT

OUR KITCHEN BRANTFORD

20 Roy Blvd. Unit 34
Brantford
 ourkitchenbrantford.ca
  OurKitchenBrantford
519.732.0629
• Assorted Cookie & Treat Boxes
• Apple Crisp
• Gluten Free Desserts

Order your

Baked Goods & Pies

HOPE JOY LOVE PEACE HOP
LOVE JOY PEACE HOPE
JOY
LOVE PEAC HOPE
JOY LOVE PEACE HOPE
JOY LOVE PEACE HOP
for Christmas

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

WISHING YOU

A VERY MERRY

Burgers & Fries | Wings | Poutine | Wraps

Goo’s Delivers

Brantford Blooms

Florist

Merry Christmas
& Happy Holidays

LARRY BROCK MP
BRANTFORDDBRANT

108 St. George Street, Suite #3, Brannord ON N3R 1V6
larry.brock@parl.gc.ca • 519-754-4300

Warmest Holiday Wishes
On behalf of the City of Brantford City Council, I would like to
extend my warmest wishes to all!
From our families to yours, sincerest best wishes for a happy,
healthy and joyful holiday season and a prosperous New Year!
Mayor Kevin Davis

Wishing EVERYONE All the Blessings for a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

344 Colborne St. Brantford
31 Mechanic St. (Wincey Mills) Paris
226-250-3121 brantfordblooms.com

Will Bouma, MPP Brantford - Brant
 519-759-0361 |  www.willbouma.ca |  will.bouma@pc.ola.org

DECEMBER 2021

facebook twitter instagram

Brantford Lights
at Glenhyrst

December 3, 2021 to
January 1, 2022
On Nightly, 6 – 9pm
Opening Night: December 3rd at 7:00pm

For more information visit glenhyrst.ca
20 Ava Road | Brantford, ON N3T 5G9
519-756-5932 | www.glenhyrst.ca
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DECEMBER 2021 BSCENE EVENT GUIDE
Please visit bscene.ca for a more complete listing of events, cancellations, postponements and new dates.
Make sure to check with the Event Organizers for more details.
DATE

EVENT NAME

LOCATION

START TIME

Thurs. Dec. 2, 9 & 16

Trivia Night (County of Brant Public Library)

online via Crowdpurr

07:30 PM

Thurs. Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30

Top 40 DJ Music

Marvelous Lounge

010:00 PM

Dec. 3 - Jan. 1

The Brantford Lights at Glenhyrst (switch on Fri. Dec. 3 at 7pm)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

06:00 PM

Fri. Dec. 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31

Top 40 DJ Music

Marvelous Lounge

010:00 PM

Dec. 3 - Jan. 1

Vibrant Palette Student Exhibit

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

ADDITIONAL INFO
https://crowd.live/GKTJ8

6:00 - 9:00pm nightly

over 300 pieces of art from local students on display

Tues. Dec. 7, 14, 21 & 28

Brant Fly Tyers and Gly Fishers Group Meeting

Brant Rod & Gun Club

07:00 PM

Tues. Dec. 7, 14, 21 & 28

Karaoke with the Sandman

Marvelous Lounge

08:00 PM

Wednesday, December 1

Crafting with Cricut (FREE in person course, Mon. Wed. & Fri. 9:30-11:30am Dec. 1 - 10)

Brant Skills Centre

9:30 AM

reg. Mon. Nov. 29, 9:30-11:30am call 519.758.1664 or email michelle@brantskillscentre.
org

Wednesday, December 1

Crafting with Cricut (FREE, in person course Mon. Wed. & Fri. 9:30-11:30am Dec. 1 - 10)

Brant Skills Centre

9:30 AM

reg. Mon. Nov. 29, 9:30 - 11:30am call 519.758.1664 or email michelle@brantskillscentre.
org

Wednesday, December 1

Sweet Dreams Through Stress Management (Grand River Council on Aging)

virtual

10:00 AM

reg. email admin@grcoa.ca or 519.754.0777 ext. 439

Wednesday, December 1

East Ward Echo Place Neighbourhood Association 2021 Meeting

Meeting link will be provided each month for Zoom.

06:30 PM

Wednesday, December 1

The Barra MacNeils - An East Coast Christmas

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:30 PM

Thursday, December 2

Chiefswood Christmas Market (4:00 - 900 PM, with Santa & Mrs. Claus 5:00-600pm)

Chiefswood Park

400 Pm

Admission $5., kids 14 & under free

Friday, December 3

Fish & Chips

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion)

05:00 PM

onion rings also available & chicken & chips - 5:00 - 7:30pm

Friday, December 3

Blue Swagger

Brantford Polish Hall

07:00 PM

In main hall upstairs. Covid-19 protocols in effect.

tickets: https://tickets.sandersoncentre.ca/TheatreManager/1/online?performance=1443

Friday, December 3

The Switch On for The Brantford Lights at Glenhyrst

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

07:00 PM

Friday, December 3

Carl Dixon Sings The Guess Who

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

08:00 PM

tickets: https://tickets.sandersoncentre.ca/TheatreManager/1/online?performance=1378

Saturday, December 4

Giant Tiger Toy Drive (partnering with EMS)

Giant Tiger

11:00 AM

0

Saturday, December 4

Drive Thru Christmas Displays (4 - 9pm)

Paris Fairgrounds

04:00 PM

All visitors must be in an enclosed vehicle. Donations to Paris Christmas Hampers
program (cash, non-perishables, gifts).

Saturday, December 4

Candlelight Christmas Celebration (admission by donation, incl. tour, treats, scavenger hunt
- children)

Bell Homestead National Historic Site

05:00 PM

pre-registration by email bellhomestead@brantford.ca or call 519.756.6220

Saturday, December 4

Arcady presents Handel’s Messiah

Lighthouse Festival Theatre, Port Dover

07:30 PM

tickets $40 (fees may apply) https://cart.lighthousetheatre.com/8854

Saturday, December 4

A Merry Mattman & Friends Christmas Celebration

via YouTube https://youtu.be/enJ-U3LtA6g & Facebook

08:00 PM

Sunday, December 5

Women Inspiring Women Christmas maker Series - Gingerbread Cookies, kid friendly

via Zoom

01:00 PM

reg. by Nov. 28 https://forms.gle/qYCKzkF1owwatyCC6

Sunday, December 5

Blues for Soldiers - Sean Pinchin

Brant Artillery Gunners Club

02:00 PM

$5. cover charge, doors open at 1pm, blues 2-5pm

Sunday, December 5

Lansdowne Night at the Lights (Santa, seasonal greeters)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

06:00 PM

Sunday, December 5

Ballet Jorgen’s The Nutcracker

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:00 PM

tickets: https://tickets.sandersoncentre.ca/TheatreManager/1/online?performance=1427

Tuesday, December 7

2021 Advent Groups

Sydenham-Heritage United Church (fellowship room)

01:00 PM

3 sessions Dec. 7, 14 & 21, 1:00pm - focusing on Longing, Hoping & Searching

Tuesday, December 7

2SLGBTQ+ Youth Social (ages 14 - 18)

via Zoom

06:00 PM

reg. & info. email Rachel at rgoodland@grchc.ca

Tuesday, December 7

Vintage DIY: Centerpieces and Festive Scents (County of Brant Public Library)

via Zoom, link emailed to you morning of event

07:00 PM

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9392&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/12/01

Wednesday, December 8

Art Explorations: painting on Glass (County of Brant Public Library)

via Zoom. Link emailed to participants morning of event.

Friday, December 10

Coming Together: Sensity Holiday Celebration

Paris Presbyterian Church

07:00 PM

RSVP by email sgaspar@sensity.ca by Thurs. Dec. 9, free, donations appreciated https://
bit.ly/sensityholidaycelebration

Friday, December 10

Thompson Road Band

Brantford Polish Hall

07:00 PM

In main hall upstairs. Covid-19 protocols in effect.

Friday, December 10

Jeff Dawdy

Dunsdon Legion Branch #461

08:00 PM

$5. at the door

Saturday, December 11

Sensitive Santa

Sensity, 50 Main St., Paris

Saturday, December 11

Harmony United Church Christmas Market

Harmony United Church

10:00 AM

Saturday, December 11

Toys R Us Toy Drive (partnering with the Brantford Police)

Toys R Us

11:00 AM

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9486&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/12/01

reg. & more info. email accessibility@brant.ca or call 519.44BRANT, 12 yrs. + show proof
of vaccination
10am - 12 noon - baking, meat pies, cabbage rolls, jewelry, Christmas shopping

Saturday, December 11

Jeff Harding

Riverbend Grillhouse, Glen Morris

03:00 PM

Saturday, December 11

It’s a Wonderful Life LIVE Radio Play (R&J Theatric Productions)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

04:00 PM

tickets $15. https://www.glenhyrst.ca/its-a-wonderful-life-radio-play

Saturday, December 11

Spaghetti Dinner

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion)

04:30 PM

4:30-7:30pm, $10. incl. caeser salad, garlic bread & dessert - call 519.446.0011

Saturday, December 11

Candlelight Christmas Celebration (admission by donation, incl. tour, treats, scavenger hunt
for children(

Bell Homestead National Historic Site

05:00 PM

pre-registration email bellhomestead@brantford.ca or call 519.756.6220

Saturday, December 11

Steve Beach

Dunsdon Legion Branch #461

07:00 PM

$5. at the door

Saturday, December 11

Christmas Bells Are Here Again! (Brantford Symphony Orchestra)

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts or virtual

07:30 PM

In Person OR Virtual. Tickets: https://tickets.sandersoncentre.ca/TheatreManager/1/
online?event=1191

Sunday, December 12

Open Crib Tournament

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion)

12:00 PM

$15.for 2 man team, reg. 10:30am

Sunday, December 12

Blues for Soldiers - Jim Dan Dee

Brant Artillery Gunners Club

02:00 PM

$5. cover charge, doors open at 1pm, blues 2-5pm

Sunday, December 12

Royal Christmas Celebration (The Glass Slipper Company)

Paris Presbyterian Church

03:00 PM

tickets: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/royal-christmas-celebration-tickets-189059290427

Tuesday, December 14

2021 Advent Groups

Sydenham-Heritage United Church (fellowship room)

01:00 PM

3 sessions Dec. 7, 14, 21, 1:00pm - focusing on Longing, Hoping, Searching

Tuesday, December 14

Vintage DIY: garlands and Gift Wrap (County of Brant Public Library)

via Zoom, a link to access the workshop will be emailed the morning
of event

07:00 PM

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9393&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/12/01

Wednesday, December 15

Joy to the World of Christmas Music (Grand River Council on Aging)

virtual

10:00 AM

reg. email admin@grcoa.ca or phone 519.754-0777 ext. 439

Wednesday, December 15

Brantford Rotary Clowns at Brantford Lights at Glenhyrst

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

06:00 PM

Brantford Rotary Clowns welcome people & take donations for Rotary supported charities

Wednesday, December 15

A Celtic Christmas with Natalie MacMaster & Donnell Leahy

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:00 PM

tickets: https://tickets.sandersoncentre.ca/TheatreManager/1/online?performance=1291

Wednesday, December 15

You Belong Here: Medical Resources (County of Brant Public Library)

via Zoom, a link will be emailed to you morning of event

07:00 PM

registration: https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9390&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/12/01

Thursday, December 16

Avery Raquel - Music That’s Good for the Soul

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

08:00 PM

tickets: https://tickets.sandersoncentre.ca/TheatreManager/1/online?performance=1428

Friday, December 17

Fish & Chips

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion)

05:00 PM

onion rings also available & chicken & chips, 5:00 - 7:30pm

Friday, December 17

A Christmas Carol

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:00 PM

tickets: https://tickets.sandersoncentre.ca/TheatreManager/1/online?performance=1388

Friday, December 17

Casting Call (a Christmas play)

Fellowship Baptist Church

07:00 PM

tickets: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/casting-call-a-youth-christmas-play-tickets-208647539407

Friday, December 17

Classic Christmas Crooners

Grace Anglican Church Hall

07:00 PM

doors open 6pm, tickets $20. each from church office Tues. - Thurs. 9:30am - 12:00 noon,
519.752.6814

DECEMBER 2021
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Please visit bscene.ca for a more complete listing of events, cancellations, postponements and new dates.
Make sure to check with the Event Organizers for more details.
DATE

EVENT NAME

LOCATION

START TIME

Hwy 24

Brantford Polish Hall

Friday, December 17

Miracle on 34th Street (Playful Pox Productions)

#forParisCentre, 164 Grand River St. N., Paris

07:30 PM

tickets: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/pfp-presents-miracle-on-34th-street-tickets-196004604047

Saturday, December 18

Miracle on 34th Street (Playful Fox Productions)

#forParisCentre, 164 Grand River S. N., Paris

02:00 PM

tickets: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/pfp-presents-miracle-on-34th-street-tickets-196004604047

Saturday, December 18

Candlelight Christmas Celebration (admission by donation, incl. tour, treats, scavenger hunt
for children)

Bell Homestead National Historic Site

05:00 PM

pre-registration email bellhomestead@brantford.ca or call 519.756.6220

Saturday, December 18

Casting Call (Christmas play)

Fellowship Baptist Church

07:00 PM

tickets: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/casting-call-a-youth-christmas-play-tickets-208647539407

Saturday, December 18

Hwy 24

Dunsdon Legion Branch #461

07:00 PM

$5. at the door

Saturday, December 18

Miracle on 34th Street (Playful Fox Productions)

#forParisCentre, 164 Grand River S. N., Paris

07:30 PM

tickets: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/pfp-presents-miracle-on-34th-street-tickets-196004604047

Sunday, December 19

Blues for Soldiers - Brant Parker

Brant Artillery Gunners Club

02:00 PM

$5. cover charge, doors open at 1pm, blues 2-5pm.

Sunday, December 19

Miracle on 34th Street (Playful Fox Productions)

#forParisCentre, 164 Grand River St. N., Paris

02:00 PM

tickets: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/pfp-presents-miracle-on-34th-street-tickets-196004604047

Sunday, December 19

Casting Call (Christmas play)

Fellowship Baptist Church

07:00 PM

tickets: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/casting-call-a-youth-christmas-play-tickets-208647539407

Tuesday, December 21

2021 Advent Group

Sydenham-Heritage United Church (fellowship room)

01:00 PM

3 sessions Dec. 7, 14, 21, 1:00 pm - focusing on Longing, Hoping, Searching

Wednesday, December 29

Toasting the New Year with Botanical Spirits (Grand River Council on Aging)

virtual

10:00 AM

reg. email admin@grcoa.ca or call 519.754-0777 ext. 439

Thursday, December 30

Chris Funk - the Wonderist

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:00 PM

Tickets: https://tickets.sandersoncentre.ca/TheatreManager/1/online?performance=1382

Friday, December 31

Masquerade New Year’s Eve Gala

Brant Artillery Gunners Club

05:30 PM

tickets $50. per person, call Nicole at 519.865.5266

Friday, December 31

New Year’s Eve

Dunsdon Legion Branch #461

07:00 PM

Tickets $35. per person incl. a sit down meal and entertainment Hwy 24 - call 519.7526668

Friday, December 31

Times Square in Harmony Square

Harmony Square

09:30 PM

live music, ice staking & fireworks at midnight - info. at https://www.brantford.ca/en/
things-to-do/events-and-activities.aspx

Saturday, January 1

“Jack is Back” - Jack de Keyser

Brantford Polish Hall

04:00 PM

In main hall upstairs. Covid-19 protocols in effect. 4:00pm - around 9:00pm

Thursday, January 6

Journaling for Personal Growth (every Thurs. in Jan. - Five Oaks Education and Retreat
Centre)

online via Zoom

10:30 AM

reg. https://bit.ly/JournalingforPersonalGrowth

Thursday, January 6

Journaling for Personal Growth (every Thurs. in Jan. - Five Oaks Education and Retreat
Centre)

online via Zoom

07:00 PM

reg. https://bit.ly/JournalingforPersonalGrowth

Be seen with
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SALVATION ARMY KETTLE CAMPAIGN KICKOFF
Nov. 25, 2021 • Sobey's West Brannt, Brantford, ON •

D Jason Freeze

7:00 Pm

ADDITIONAL INFO

Friday, December 17

In main hall upstairs. Covid-19 protocols in effect.

A LOOK BACK THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS
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STAY COZY WITH THE LIBRARY THIS WINTER!

KATHERINE BELL (she/her)
link
facebook
twitter
instagram

brantlibrary.ca
brantlibrary
@brantlibrary
brantcountypubliclibrary

A changing of the season presents a new
collection of winter programs and events for you
and your family to enjoy! Visit us at brantlibrary.
ca/flyer or pick up a flyer at your local branch and
learn about the exciting winter programs we’re
running!
Ever-popular virtual storytimes for kids and
families continue into the winter season.
Beginning in January, weekly online storytimes
run Tuesday to Friday at 11 AM. In January,
Coding For Kids With EduCode is back for another
season taking place on Saturdays at 10 AM.
Keep the kids engaged and reading this winter
and join us to celebrate Family Literacy Day on
Thursday, January 27. Then, take part in our

Submitted photo

THE ART AND SCIENCE OF STRESS
AROUND THE HOLIDAY SEASON
JOE PERSIA
link cognitivedynamics.ca
twitter @CognitiveDynam2
instagram cognitivedynamics
Ho Ho Hold on there Old St. Nick!
For many, the Holiday Season and Christmas with family/
friends are something to which they very much look
forward. The reality of it is, however, there are also those
who experience elevated stress and depleted energy levels
at that time, meaning the holidays do not hold the same
joyful sentiments for some they do for others. This can lead
to frayed nerves, short-tempered reactions, and heated
exchanges, leading to hurt and harsh feelings that can rain
on Santa’s parade so to speak.
In a relatively recent survey (Greenberg, Quinlan, & Rosner)
– albeit well-prior to the pandemic, it was discovered that
more than a third of us (38%) find the holidays stressful.
Which is very interesting given that the original historical
impetus for the Solstice Holidays was to promote rest and
recovery during the darkest, coldest, most barren time of
year. What we were doing was almost intuitively intended to
counteract the long winter doldrums and its accompanying
stress.
Why then does it appear to be counterproductive in that
regard as we end up even more stressed, less recovered, &
even more tired?

Many will suggest that it
is due to rampant oversensationalism and the hype
of materialism. There may
be something to that, BUT,
it is my opinion that retailers
are less busy creating public
desire, and more busy
responding to public desire. The mindless series of binges
so many of us experience is the result of already over-taxed
stress/energy levels heading into the holidays.
My Self-Reg perspective has helped me become more
aware of my energy and tension levels, and to pay
attention to those things that I know trigger more energy
consumption leaving me further drained. I now take steps
to ensure that I have a restored calm sense of balance
before partaking in holiday festivities.
This is not a magic recipe and there is no secret here.
Knowing yourself, your energy-levels, and your stressors
are the key. Take advantage of the time you have to pay
attention to yourself. Your body will let you know. If you are
interested in learning more about potential stressors that
may be acting on you without you even knowing it, you can
find a list of stressors by visiting:
https://self-reg.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/1_4_
Domain_Stress_Examples_V2.pdf
Take care of yourself. Rest, and restore your energy levels
first & foremost.
Happy Holidays!

annual Winter Reading Challenge, running from
February 1 to 28.
Registration for kids’ and teen programs
begins Saturday, December 11 at 10 AM. Visit
brantlibrary.ca/calendar or connect with your
local branch to sign up with staff.
Registration for adult programs is open and
ongoing. Our winter lineup includes online
workshops featuring delicious Vegan-based
food, self-care and mastering the art of Hygge,
creating pollinator gardens, and so much more!
Specialty programs include our annual One Book
One Brant community read event, Black History
Month programs, and a Mindful March series.
Call & Connect telephone-based programming
for seniors also continues this winter! Weekly
sessions include chats about games (in January)
and gardening (in February). Visit brantlibrary.ca/
callandconnect for more information.

DECEMBER 2021
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YOUR SUPPORT MAKES A HUGE DIFFERENCE. THANK YOU!
link crs-help.ca/foodbank
Facebook brantfordfoodbank
Twitter @crsbrantford
Dear Friends
This past year and a half has been challenging for many of
us. Fear, social isolation, depression, financial stress, and
uncertainty have made this a trying time. The pandemic
has made life difficult for many families and individuals
who did not have the resources to ensure they could
be resilient through it all. We have seen increases in
unemployment, homelessness and drug use. We have
seen more people living on the streets, and more people
experiencing food insecurity.
Kevin* is a working Dad. He had never used the food
bank before, and came in for the first time last summer.
He was surprised that we were still open and providing
food even during a pandemic. He was laid off with the first
initial shut downs. Not being able to access government
support initially, he needed help to ensure his family was
fed. We were able to provide bread, milk, fresh produce
and non-perishable items for his wife and children. We
were also able to offer him help to find work through our
employment program. He told us how grateful he was
that we were here to help him get though that period.

With the generous support we have received, we have
provided over 1,316,967 meals to vulnerable people in
our community. We have supported our Community
Food Share Network, a group of various meal and food
programs in the Brantford area all working to ensure the
most vulnerable in our community are fed each day. We
have received or purchased over 1,350,000 pounds of
food and grocery items and supported over 180,000 visits
by people needing food assistance.
We couldn’t have done all of this without the support of
our community.
If you made a donation throughout the pandemic, we
thank you. If you haven't made a donation recently,
please know that your support makes a very real
difference in the lives of individuals and families across
our community. Every $1 donated helps us provide
7 meals in our community. Your donation stays in
Brantford, and supports our work to help to every person
who calls for help or comes through our door.

Chrissy* is homeless. She relies on local food cupboards
and meal programs to eat each day. With local donations
and community help, we have been able to provide
ongoing support to 15 other local food programs in
Brantford. We have purchased an unprecedented amount
of food this past year, supplying organizations with
grocery items and food to help individuals like Chrissy.

The tragic reality is that the need for Food Bank Services
will not stop when the pandemic is over. With the end of
government income support programs we expect the
need for our services to rise. More people will need help
finding work with our Employment Program, more will
need food from the Food Bank, and many will need help
this Holiday Season.

Brenda* is a senior who lives on her own. She needed
food but didn’t know where to turn. Her family was
following the stay at home order and couldn’t come to see
her. She called us for help. We have some remarkable
volunteers who are more than happy to help us deliver
food to seniors, individuals and families who are in
quarantine, shut-in, or alone. We were able to deliver food
directly to Brenda’s door.

We live in an amazing and generous community and the
people we serve are truly grateful for your support.
Be Well,
Heather Vanner

Photo: Providence Doucet/unSplash

HEATHER VANNER

Supporting individuals and families throughout the
pandemic has been a challenge. We changed our service
model, and ensured proper safety protocols were in place
for both individuals accessing our service, and donors.
We needed and secured a new warehouse location, an
additional 8,000 square feet, to make room for increased
donations and purchases that we needed to make. We
have assisted over 2,300 people with food through our
Delivery program, ensuring individuals shut in or selfisolating could access the food support they needed.

Sponsored by

For all your
Accounting and
Taxation needs.

Executive Director
Donate Now: www. BrantfordFoodBank.ca

Give the
Gift of Choice

Your Gift Card and Financial
Donations for Food and Toys give
families, parents and individuals the
opportunity to choose food and toys
their families will love.
Help Us Give the Gift of Choice to
people Needing our Service

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assurance & Accounting
Business Valuation
Estate Planning
Financial Planning
Information Technology
Succession Planning
Taxation

Drop Off Gift Cards to our Office at
202, 1100 Clarence St. S., Brantford
Monetary Donations can be made at
www.brantfordfoodbank.ca

519 759 3511

www.millards.com
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BRANTFORD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
HAPPY DAYS ARE HERE AGAIN
Oct. 30, 2021 • Sanderson Centre, Brantford, ON
D Jason Freeze

RING IN 2022 WITH US
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LIVE MUSIC FEATURING

DESIRE - INTERNATIONAL U2 TRIBUTE ACT
Empty Hours and Jace Martin & The Pace

DECEMBER 31, 2021 • 9:30 p.m.- 12:00 a.m.
FIREWORKS @ MIDNIGHT
Ice skating • Photo booth • Free party favours

DowETowN

BRntford
Business improvement ar~

Discver�yOuROWn expEriENCE.

www.harmonysquare.ca
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A LOOK BACK THROUGH
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BRANTFORD MUSIC CLUB - BRIDGE & WOLAK
November 14 2021 • Sanderson Centre, Brantford, ON •

D Jason Freeze

MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS
Oct. 29, 2021 • Paris Presbyterian Church, Paris, ON •

D Jason Freeze
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NOT FOR PROFIT SPOTLIGHT

BRANT WATERWAYS FOUNDATION:

PROTECTING AND PROMOTING OUR LOCAL GRAND
RIVER WATERSHED FOR MORE THAN 34 YEARS!
🔗 brantwaterways.ca
facebook Brant-Waterways-Foundation
instagram waterways.brant
The importance of our local trail system and access to our waterways
has never been more evident than in the last 20 months. The residents of
Brantford and Brant County are fortunate to benefit from the many health,
leisure and recreational opportunities offered by the Grand River and the
adjacent trails within our local watershed.
A deep appreciation for these beautiful natural resources is what inspired the
formation of Brant Waterways in 1988. The charitable, non-profit Foundation
was established to provide funding assistance for projects that protect and
enhance the Grand River
and adjacent lands in Brant
County, Brantford and Six
Nations of the Grand River.

Submitted photos.

Over the years Brant
Waterways championed and
helped fund the conversion
of flood control dikes,
abandoned rail lines and
other trails into a riverbased passive recreational
trail system. Natural
habitat restoration, tree
planting, water and environmental education activities and the development/
enhancement of river access points for people to safely experience the river
are among the many other initiatives supported. Brant Waterways is proud to
be a long-time supporter and sponsor of annual community events such as
the Children’s Water Festival and the Brant Tree Coalition’s Earth Day treeplanting activities.
To date, more than $5
million has been invested
in our local communities,
spearheaded by Brant
Waterways Foundation’s
commitment and
efforts in the areas of
advocacy, fundraising and
collaboration with visionary
funding partners.
Brant Waterways
projects result in a healthier community
Much of the Foundation’s success can be credited to a growing roster of
dedicated volunteers – including a volunteer Board of Directors who work
together in pursuit of the Foundation’s vision: a community in which
everyone benefits from a connection to our healthy waterways and trails,

32nd Annual Fundraising Event

Stand for the Grand!
Fabulous Food • Cocktails • Live Music

SAVE THE
DATE!

Thursday
May 12, 2022

Support our local waterways & trails!
and works collaboratively to protect and preserve our natural resources.
Fundraising is at the core of the Foundation’s activities and is critical in order
to provide funds for eligible projects in the communities of Brantford, Brant
County and Six Nations of the Grand River. Brant Waterways is grateful for
contributions from its generous benefactors, friends and supporters and
appreciates donations of all amounts.
In 2018, to celebrate
the Foundation’s 30th
anniversary, the then Board
of Directors embarked
on a special fundraising
campaign to solicit financial
support for a set of
ambitious, priority projects
that would promote safe
access to world-class
recreational opportunities
in the local Grand River
watershed, while respecting
and protecting natural ecosystems. TIRA – Trail Improvement & River Access
– has attracted the support of many visionary partners whose collective
contributions will go toward the completion of projects such the development
of a much-needed new river access site at Newport Bridge.
SAVE THE DATE…
One of the Foundation’s popular and highly anticipated events is the annual
Spring Fundraiser. After a two-year hiatus (due to the pandemic), we’re
excited to host a fun and festive event on Thursday May 12, 2022. Mark your
calendars, stay tuned for information about ticket sales, and plan to join us
as we Stand for the Grand!
And that’s not all: we’re working on plans for more events and activities
in 2022! Stay tuned and stay in touch: see below for ways to contact us to
learn more or to find out how you can help us “connect people to healthy
waterways! For more information about Brant Waterways Foundation,
please contact us at: info@brantwaterways.ca / 519-770-6000
Contributions of all amounts are welcome, appreciated and eligible for
charitable tax receipts:
http://brantwaterways.ca/Brant-Waterways-Donations
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CHRISTMAS IN PARIS
Nov. 5, 2021 • Paris Fairgrounds, Paris, ON
Jason Freeze

D

JINGLE BELL MARKET
Nov. 19, 2021 • Downtown Paris, ON D Jason Freeze

A LOOK BACK THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS
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911 WINTER HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE
Nov. 27, 2021 • Cainsville Community Centre, Cainsville, ON •

D Jason Freeze

OUTDOOR HOLIDAY CARNIVAL
Nov. 27, 2021 • Harmony Square, Brantford, ON •

D Jason Freeze

21

22

Entertainment & Community Guide

JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz
facebook @jjackowetz

PARIS: PART 7: ROADS & RAILS
In 1823, Hiram Capron first laid eyes on the
valley where the Nith River meets the Grand
River, what we now know as Paris. Capron
was captivated by the view and could see its
potential. In 1829, Capron acquired the land.
By 1840, Capron had cleared the land and by
1850, Capron’s vision was realised; a thriving
and growing village of 1,000.

outside world. It ran along
the Governor’s Road and
another route along East
River Road to Galt. Roads
were often impassible in the
spring and fall, a quagmire of
muck. Navigation along the
Grand River north of Brantford
was not feasible because
Paris was an isolated community until the midof the numerous rapids and
19th-century. Trade and travel were restricted
low summer water levels
because the roads were primitive; they were
level bridge over the Grand River. The bridge was built by the Buffalo, Brantford & Goderich Railway in 1853. It was
between the two communities. High
double tracked by the Grand Trunk Railway in 1905. Notice the original stone piers of 1853 with the addition of reinforced
bone-jarring, often impassable, and poorly
Railways would revolutionise concrete piers on the west side. (Photo by the author.)
maintained. Money was scarce at the time,
transportation by making
valley favoured both Galt and McNab’s land
preventing the government and private interests
travel quicker and more comfortable, it also could
holdings. Had the railway gone through Brantford,
from developing and maintaining a transportation
operate year round.
Paris would have been by-passed. It is interesting
infrastructure. As a consequence, once settlers
to imagine how the fortunes of Paris may have
Great Western Railway
arrived, they rarely ventured more than a few
unfolded if the community was by-passed.
miles from their home.
The first railway to come to Paris was the
The first train reached Paris Station on
Great Western Railway. The Great Western
The earliest roads were Indigenous trails. The
15-December-1853. Paris Station is about one
was conceived to run between the Detroit River
colonial government started to build roads
mile northwest of the business section of Lower
(Windsor) and the Niagara River (Niagara Falls)
to move military troops and facilitate inland
Town. The locals and railway men referred to it as
moving freight traffic from the American midwest
settlement. The first road built into Paris was
Paris Junction.
to the east coast crossing southern Ontario, a
Dundas Street, also known as the Governor’s
shorter route than an all-American route south
The first railway station was built at the junction
Road (Highways 2 and 5). The road reached the
of Lake Erie. The route was surveyed in 1847 and
in 1853. It was a frame station and burned to the
Forks of the Grand (Paris) on 5-April-1793. It was
Brantford
was
by-passed,
the
route
ran
north
of
ground in 1865. A new brick station opened in
a crude narrow trail through the thick forest. By
Brantford
through
Harrisburg
and
Paris.
A
railway
1866. The Grand Trunk Railway, which acquired
1794, the road reached the Upper Forks of the
is
one
of
the
best
ways
to
move
commodities
and
the Great Western Railway in 1882, double
Thames River (Woodstock). It would take another
Paris
had
a
huge
supply
of
gypsum
to
transport.
tracked the line and rerouted the mainline
35 years but this road facilitated the development
through Brantford in 1905. At this time, they built
of the area.
Why did the railway by-pass Brantford? The Town
a new station on Helen Street. Passenger service
of Brantford felt that it was only natural that the
The poor condition of the roads meant freight
at Paris Junction ended in 1923 and the station
Great Western would pass through it, because the
was expensive to transport. A stage coach was
was demolished in 1925. The last passenger
road from Detroit through London to Hamilton
the only conveyance connecting Paris to the
trains stopped at Paris Station in 1968. It was
already passed through, and Brantford was
demolished in 1969.
rapidly developing a manufacturing base
that would be a source of freight revenue for
Buffalo, Brantford & Goderich Railway
the railway, so the Town refused to offer the
The second railway to reach Paris was the
railway a bonus to build through Brantford.
Buffalo, Brantford & Goderich Railway. This
The town of Galt offered the railway a bonus
railway was organised by Brantford town
to be along the railway line or on a branch line
merchants when it became clear that the Great
connected to the mainline. Sir Allan MacNab,
Western Railway would by-pass Brantford. Since
the driving force behind the railway, wanted to
Brantford already had a trading relationship with
build the railway along the northern edge of
Buffalo because of the Grand River Navigation
the Dundas Valley because this route favoured
Company, the railway could capitalise on the
his land holdings, rather than the southern
established traffic and provide an all-weather,
edge, a less challenging route from an
12-month connection to Buffalo. Initially the idea
engineering standpoint, which would have put
was to terminate the line at Paris, connecting
Paris Junction Station was built by the Great Western Railway in 1866 to replace Brantford in a direct route between Hamilton
with the Great Western. During construction of
its first station. Passenger service ended at this station on 1923. The station was
and London. The northern route along the
the line, it was decided to build the line through
demolished in 1925. (Source: D.A. Smith Photograph Collection, Paris Museum and Historical Society)
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Grand Valley Railway

ran along Walnut Lane and Willow Street to their
station at William Street. The LE&N line was built
along the top of the hill above the Flats and thus
avoided the steep incline between Willow Street
and Governor’s Road. It was along this portion
that their station was built. The last passenger
train on the LE&N ran on 23-April-1955. The
station was demolished in 1981.

In the 1890s, electrified
railway lines began
to be built. They were
built primarily to
provide interurban
service because they
were far cheaper to
operate than steam
locomotives. A single
car could be operated
by a two-person crew.
Low operating costs
meant service could be
provided much more
frequently. On electric
Paris Station, road side, was built by the Grand Trunk Railway and opened in 1907. Passenger service ended at this
lines, grades could
station in 1968. The building was demolished in 1969. (Source: Brant Museum & Archives)
be steeper and the
to Goderich to open up Perth and Huron Counties
roadbed
was
much
cheaper
to build because of
to development. This line opened to Paris on
the substantially lighter weight of the equipment.
6-March-1854. Paris now boasted two railway
lines!
In 1902, Dr. Samuel Ritter Ickes of the Von Echa
The high-level railway bridge over the Grand River
in Paris was built by the Buffalo, Brantford &
Goderich Railway. The bridge stands on six stone
piers 60 feet in height. A timber frame carries the
rails 80 feet above the river.

Paris and Ayr Road Company
The Paris and Ayr Road Company was formed by
Asa Wolverton and associates in 1849 to connect
Ayr to Paris Station. The road would provide
farmers a route to Paris to transport their crops
and livestock. The road was a toll road owned for
many years by Samuel Cochrane. A stage coach
operated along this road. In 1907, the road was
taken over by the Township of South Dumfries
and the tolls were eliminated.
In 1899, Andrew H. Baird and J. Stewart Clark
proposed building a railway from Paris to Ayr.
Nothing ever came of the idea. Then in 1901, J.
Stewart Clark proposed a street railway for Paris
but again the trolley system never materialised.

Company acquired the Brantford Street Railway
and began work on a seven-mile electric line
to Paris. The line opened in March 1903, some
reports say 12-May-1903, under the name Grand
Valley Railway. On 17-November-1904, a 13-mile
extension of the line
opened between Paris
and Galt.

Highway 2
Highway 2 was the first
provincial highway assumed by
the newly formed Department of
Highways. In 1918, the province
took over the former toll road
between Brantford and Paris.
By 1923, the province had
cobbled together Highway 2 that spanned the
entire southern portion of the province, between
Windsor and the Québec border. The portion
between Paris and Woodstock was known as
Governor’s Road. Highway 2 was the primary
east-west route across the County until it was
bypassed by Highway 403, which was finally
completed in 1997. Highway 2 was transferred to
the County on 1-January-1998.

The railway was a
bane to the young
men in Paris who now
had to compete with
the Brantford lads for
the affection of the
young ladies in town.
A number of street
brawls resulted from
the weekly invasion
from Brantford. The
railway provided a
means to escape Paris
Lake Erie & Northern Station, passenger side. The line past the station opened on 7-February-1916. Passenger
service ended on 23-April-1955. The station was used for a time by Ontario Hydro. The building was demolished in on the weekends for
1981. (Source: Brant Museum & Archives)
leisure; Burt’s Grove,
Blue Lake Park,
and the Grand Valley Park were popular picnic
The former Great Western mainline between St.
destinations. The local clergy railed against the
George and Paris was abandoned in 1935 since
railway for operating on Sunday and fought a
the new mainline had been running through
battle against Sunday service from the pulpit and
Brantford since 1905. Passenger train service
in newspapers, all to no avail.
on this line between Fort Erie, through Paris, to
Stratford, ended on 23-April-1960.
From the beginning, Grand Valley Railway

The Grand Valley Railway Station was originally located on the north-west corner
of Willow and William Streets. When trolley service ended in 1929 the building was
sold and moved a couple of blocks to the north and converted into a duplex. (Photo by the

author)

Lake Erie & Northern Railway (LE&N)
Service to Galt on the LE&N began on
7-February-1916. The Grand Valley Railway

Highway 5
Highway 5 was constructed
as a northern alternative to
Highway 2. Highway 5 was
first designated in 1920 but at
Clappison’s Corner the road
went south to Jarvis, following
the route of today’s Highway
6. Highway 5 into Paris, a section of Governor’s
Road east of Paris, was assumed by the province
in 1930, making Paris the western terminus of the
highway. This portion of the highway was paved in
1933. Highway 5 was transferred to the County on
1-January-1998.
Highway shield images by the author

operations were not profitable. The City of
Brantford acquired ownership of the railway
on 5-August-1914. The segment from
Paris to Galt was immediately put up for
sale while the line from Paris to Brantford
was rebuilt. In 1915, the right of way of
the Paris to Galt portion was sold to the
Lake Erie & Northern Railway for $30,000
to avoid competition with their new line
then under construction. The last train on
the Grand Valley between Paris and Galt
ran on 3-February-1916. The last train to
Paris from Brantford was on 15-June-1929
after which service continued with buses.
Buses between Brantford and Paris were
discontinued in 1996.
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Highway 24A
Highway 24A was a route that
connected Paris to Galt. It was
originally an Indigenous trail.
Travellers from Brantford going
to Galt would take Highway 2 to
Paris and Highway 24 as it was
first known to Galt. This highway
was first designated by the provincial government
on 2-July-1927. When a direct route from
Brantford to Galt was opened on 4-June-1930, the
highway to Galt was renamed 24A. The highway
was paved in 1931. Highway 24A was transferred
to the County on 31-March-1997.

2585 Chiefswood Rd., Ohsweken
 519-753-3574
 https://sixnationsbingo.ca
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