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COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
In light of the Pandemic and to help reduce touch points, please follow these guidelines when picking up your copy of BScene!
• Take your copy when you’re about to leave the store
• Try not to handle other papers
• Please Do Not put papers back in the pile (take it home or recycle it when you’re finished)
• And as always, keep washing your hands and wearing your masks!
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BScene is distributed free, every month through
key community partners throughout Brantford,
Brant and Six Nations. BScene has a local network
of over 500 distribution points including local
advertisers, retail outlets, dining establishments,
and community centres. For a complete list,
please visit bscene.ca
As a community paper and forum for sharing
thoughts and experiences, the views expressed
in the magazine are not necessarily those of the
Publisher, Editor, other contributors, advertisers
or distributors unless otherwise stated.

ADVERTISING
BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500
drop locations throughout Brantford, Brant and
Six Nations each month. BScene also publishes
unique online content throughout each month
as well as providing the Best Event Guide in the
community. We have an engaged and dedicated
readership who are invested in experiencing what
our community has to offer.
For advertising inquiries, please contact:
Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 jason@bscene.ca

The BSCENE Team
OWNER, PUBLISHER
Jason Freeze (jason@bscene.ca)

Last month we were honoured to have local writer Zig Misiak write a tribute article for
Walter Gretzky. Thanks for your personal insights on this #BRANTastic community hero!

BSCENE’s RECYCLING PROGRAM
The BSCENE paper stays local and supports local endeavours as much as possible.
Our publication was printed locally at Ricter Web Printing for years. After its closing,
we chose McLaren Press Graphics in Gravenhurst, a family owned business.
From there, we distribute locally to many businesses and organizations within our

Special thank you to Heritage Canada and the Canadian Periodical Fund,
Special Measures for Journalism for their recent support and grant funding.

grand community. Then at the end of the month, we’ll collect any left over papers
for recycling. These papers are recycled through a special fundraising program

A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce

with Sydenham-Heritage United Church and Hartmanns Canada. Hartmann’s
is a local egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale that turns the papers into
egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store. The money raised through this
fundraising program gets sent back to Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used
in their Green programs for sustainable upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting
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A Special Note From Mom
During this difficult period that we are all experiencing together, I have had time to reflect
on the many things that I am thankful for.
In addition to the inherent gifts that each of us experience daily, some things stand out
more than others for me; my faith in knowing that we will get through this trying time, my
family who gives me strength and encouragement every day, and my friends whose smiling
faces and voices I can't wait to see and hear again.
I am equally thankful for our valued customers. Throughout the years you have become
more than that. You are an extension of our family - a sister, a brother, a friend, someone to
share our day with. You have become a friendly and familiar face, someone to share a smile
and laugh with. Without all of you, our employees, and the hard work that my children do
behind the scenes, we would not be here today.
There is no us without you! We are proud and honoured to carry on the tradition my
husband Joe and I started so many years ago.
We look forward to seeing you this year as always. We are open to serve you even better
during this time of uncertainty. We remain open for in-store shopping and we have a great
Call & Collect service for your added safety and convenience. As the situation around us
improves, I plan to be at the fruit stand to see and talk to you when you visit next (six feet

Submitted photos

apart of course).
And remember, no matter how difficult life may seem at the moment, we must look at the
bright side. We ARE resilient. NOTHING stays the same forever. Life WILL improve.
And to all of you, our valued customers, I say “Thank you for being you!”

Elizabeth Berta
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Wednesday, June 16 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Join Penny McVicar from Victim Services as she talks
about Elder abuse, local resources and steps to take
when responding to Elder Abuse.
Power of Attorney Resources and Guides

Stock image

Saturday, May 22 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, June 23 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

COMMUNITY NEWS & MEDIA RELEASES

A PUBLIC SERVICE FROM BSCENE
For updates regarding the County of
Brant’s COVID-19 programs & services:
link www.brant.ca/COVID-19
For updates regarding the City of
Brantford’s programs and services visit:
link brantford.ca/Covid-19
Local Update from Dr. Elizabeth Urbantke - April 28,
2021
Submitted Media Release

Below is a transcribed version of the statement made
by Dr. Elizabeth Urbantke, Acting Medical Officer of
Health of the Brant County Health Unit, on April 28,
2021.
I’d like to start by acknowledging the community
members we lost over the last week to COVID-19.
I’d like to pass my sincerest condolences on to these
individuals’ loved ones.
Last week, we saw our local case count and indicators
dip slightly. I believe we are beginning to see our case
numbers stabilize. For the week ending Sunday, April
25, we saw our reproductive number drop below one.
Having a reproductive number below one, typically
indicates that the rate of infection is slowing.
Having said this, we still need residents abiding by
the current public health guidance. Most notably
around keeping contact only with those within your
own household. We are still far from where we need
to be, but we are starting to see the efforts and the
compliance from our community pay off.
Yesterday, the Health Unit issued a letter of instruction
to all owners, operators and persons responsible
for indoor sports and recreational fitness facilities.
The intent of this letter is to provide further clarity
to facilities offering such services to ensure the
population meant to be served can access the facility
safely. Facilities for indoor sports and recreational
fitness are only permitted to serve individuals with
disabilities as defined under the Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act, who are unable to seek
physical therapy elsewhere. The letter of instruction
also clearly lays out what documentation is needed
from patrons, before accessing these facilities, and
changes max capacity within the facilities from 10 to
five people. This letter of instruction takes effect on
April 29, at 12:01 a.m.

some wonderful people at BCHU and know that our
community is in good hands with Dr. Lock stepping
into the role. This community is special to me and
even in my absence, I know that the Health Unit will
continue its steadfast COVID-19 response effort to
ensure that our community remains safe and healthy.
City Offers Free Virtual Workshop Series
Submitted Media Release

The City of Brantford has partnered with the Brant
Elder Abuse Awareness Committee, the Community
Legal Clinic of Brant Haldimand Norfolk, Elder Abuse
Prevention Ontario, and Victim Services of Brant to
offer a free virtual workshop series to support older
adults in planning for their future. From April 29 to
June 23, 2021, participants are invited to learn more
about Power of Attorney (POA), Wills, Tenants’ Rights,
Self-Advocacy and more from the safety of their home
during the Planning for the Future: Free Healthy Aging
Workshop Series.
“I’m very proud we’re able to offer this free informative
workshop series as part of the ongoing efforts from
the City of Brantford to support seniors to age actively,
live safely, enjoy good health and stay involved in the
community,” says Councillor Richard Carpenter, Chair
of the Brant Elder Abuse Awareness Committee.
The series covers different topics including the
benefits and use of a Power of Attorney, how to
look for and identify instances of elder abuse, tips to
strengthen and develop self-advocacy skills and ways
to lessen the risks of financial abuse. All workshops
can be joined virtually using Zoom or by phone.
Pre-registration is required and links or a phone
number will be supplied upon registration. All of the
workshops and registration details can be found at
brantford.ca/HealthyLiving or by calling 519-759-3330
extension 6279.
Planning for the Future: Healthy Aging Workshop
Series
Self-Advocacy
Thursday, April 29 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, June 9 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
There are many times in our lives where we find
ourselves needing to use our voice to advocate for
ourselves or others, whether with a utility company
or a government program. In this workshop we will
review some key ways to strengthen our voice.
Power of Attorney (POA) Workshop
Tuesday, May 4 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, June 19 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

- Seniors aged 60 years and older

It is important to ensure that your financial and heath
rights are protected, and POA’s are one way we can
make our wishes and needs known with people in
our lives. Join this workshop to learn more about
how you can protect yourself with these simple to do
documents.

- Homebound care recipients

Elder Abuse Prevention Ontario

- On and off reserve Indigenous adults

Tuesday, May 4 from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, June 23 from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

I’d also like to update our vaccination efforts. This
week, we are offering vaccine to the following Phase
One and Phase Two groups. Those being vaccinated
this week include:

- Highest and high-risk conditions under the Province’s
Primary Priority for Phase Two
- First group of essential workers, including
elementary and secondary school workers, individuals
working in childcare, agriculture and farm workers,
funeral, crematorium and cemetery workers, workers
responding to critical events (e.g., police, fire, etc.).
Those in first group of essential workers will
continue to receive booking information through
their employers. We expect, by tomorrow, to have
administered 50,000 vaccines in Brant. By the end
of the month, we expect to have 40 per cent of our
residents with at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine,
which would meet the provincial target. I’d like to
thank residents for their willingness to get vaccinated
so that we can begin to put this difficult period behind
us.
Today is my last day at the Brant County Health Unit.
After today, Dr. Malcolm Lock will officially take
over as Acting Medical Officer Health for the Health
Unit. I’ve greatly enjoyed my time working with

This session will cover the essentials in understanding
and identifying Elder Abuse and Ageism in our
community. This session will also include information
about Power of Attorney and navigating community
resources.

The Brantford and surround community is full of
resources but we do not always know where or how to
reach out for support or assistance. In this workshop
we will explore what is available in the community,
and how to connect to services.
Tenants’ Rights
Tuesday, May 25 from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday, June 15 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
As a tenant you have both rights and responsibilities,
as does your landlord. In this workshop we will review
some common myths about being a tenant.
Prioritizing seniors' health and wellness is a key
component of the City's Healthy Aging Plan and
Elder Abuse Prevention Strategy. Citizens are living
longer, healthier lives and as a result, age-friendly
programming aims to ensure people of all ages and
abilities have opportunities to thrive. The City of
Brantford is internationally recognized by the World
Health Organization as an Age-Friendly community.
In addition, the Ministry of Seniors Affairs recognized
the City with the Ontario Age-Friendly Community
Recognition Award in 2018.
City Launches “Let’s Talk about Climate Action” Public
Engagement Campaign to Celebrate Earth Week
Submitted Media Release

Consistent with Brantford City Council’s declaration
of a climate emergency, the City of Brantford is
committed to reaching net-zero carbon emissions
by the year 2050. To meet our objective, we have
developed a Corporate Climate Change Action Plan
to reduce emissions from City run activities such as
operating City buildings, buses/trucks and streetlights
(just to name a few) and to build a long-term strategic
plan to reduce community emissions.
Let’s Talk About Climate Action
To help inform our community plan, the City wants to
hear from residents about climate change concerns in
their neighbourhoods and ideas for how to reduce both
individual and city-wide carbon emissions.
The public engagement campaign – “Let’s Talk about
Climate Action” is now open for public feedback at
letstalkbrantford.ca/let-s-talk-about-climate-action.
Opportunities for input include a public survey, an
online forum to engage with City staff and others in the
community, and a Questions tool to ask questions and
provide feedback to the City’s Climate Action project
team.
Active Transportation
In the past year, the City of Brantford has focused on
providing more opportunities for active transportation
such as walking and cycling. Choosing these modes
of transportation in place of using a motor vehicle
can significantly reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions
(GHGs).
The City is pleased to be expanding our cycling
network to ensure residents have climate-friendly
transportation options. In addition, during a time
when physical distancing is so important, these
cycling opportunities are helping to ensure members
of the community are able to stay active safely while
adhering to public health protocols that currently
remain in place.
For information about where dedicated cycling
facilities can be found in the City, visit brantford.ca/
ActiveTransportation.
In addition to cycling lanes, the City of Brantford has
installed new bicycle racks in the downtown area to
ensure cyclists have a place to store their bikes safely.

Wills Workshop

Clean Brantford

Wednesday, May 12 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, June 8 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Clean Brantford is an ongoing City initiative to
encourage individual and collective responsibility to
help keep our streets and neighbourhoods clean for
the betterment of our city. While we would normally
encourage community cleanups this time of year,
due to the current COVID-19 province-wide Stay-atHome order, events and social gatherings at this time
are prohibited. Instead, this year, participants are
encouraged to pick up litter on their own (or with a
member of their immediate household) in their own
neighbourhoods while out for brief exercise breaks
during the current Stay-at-Home order.

The passing of people close to us is a challenging and
difficult time. Wills allow us to guide our loved ones
through our final wishes. Learn more about how to
create a will that reflects your needs.
Victim Services Presentation
Wednesday, May 19 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Join Penny McVicar from Victim Services of Brant and
learn about local supports and resources available in
the Brantford-Brant Community
Responding to Elder Abuse

When cleaning up litter found locally in
neighbourhoods, the public is reminded to strictly

practice physical distancing while doing so by keeping
a safe distance of at least 2 metres or 6 feet from
others at all times. For updates regarding the City’s
COVID-19 response and service modifications during
the current province-wide Stay-at-Home order, please
visit brantford.ca/coronavirus.
New Waste Containers in City’s Downtown
In addition to ongoing cleanup efforts, the City has
recently purchased and installed new waste containers
in Downtown Brantford to reduce litter in the City’s
core. These new waste containers were secured with
funding received from the Provincial government
through the Main Street Revitalization Fund, with the
objective of improving walkability and beautifying
downtown streets. These solar-powered waste
containers are compacting, meaning that the volume
they contain is significantly higher than the typical
waste bin.
Starting on April 22, the City of Brantford is pleased to
launch a student art competition whereby elementary
and secondary students in the City of Brantford can
submit original work depicting reduction of waste
and litter. The winning designs will be posted on the
downtown waste containers. Beginning April 22nd,
please visit letstalkbrantford.ca/let-s-talk-aboutclimate-action for details on how to enter.
Free Tree Giveaway
The City is excited to help homeowners plant more
trees in Brantford.
Trees help our environment by absorbing carbon
dioxide from the atmosphere and reducing the
greenhouse effect. To support climate action in
Brantford, the City is offering 200 FREE trees (18” to
24”) for Brantford residents to plant on their residential
property.
Homeowners can register online at brantford.ca/
FreeTrees starting on Earth Day, April 22nd to select
their preferred tree species and pickup time. Six
species of trees will be made available with a limit of
one free tree per property. Tree pick up is currently
scheduled from May 28th to 30th, between 9:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m. Should COVID-19 restrictions still be in
place at that time, the City will send out an additional
communication advising of any required schedule
changes. Please note that the free trees must be
picked up and planted by residents.
“We are excited to be able to offer these programs to
the community to celebrate Earth Day, and I commend
City staff for working hard to put a program together
that can still be implemented under the current
COVID-19 Stay-at-Home order. I know how passionate
people are about climate change in our community and
I hope many will choose to get involved in this year’s
modified Earth Day events and do so safely.”
- Brantford Mayor Kevin Davis
“Earth Day is a time to reflect on ways we can reduce
our impact on the planet to make a cleaner and safer
world for all of us. Planting trees, reducing waste and
taking your bike instead of a car are great ways to
reduce your environmental footprint; the next step
is keeping those changes in place on all the days that
follow.”
- Rochelle Rumney, Climate Change Officer
Show Some Love for Brantford
Submitted Media Release

The City of Brantford is pleased to announce a
new campaign aimed at showing the citizens and
businesses of Brantford some local love. The I LOVE
my Brantford project will showcase all of the positive
stories, actions, hidden gems and photos to show how
wonderful our community is. Join the conversation at
www.letstalkbrantford.ca/LOVEmyBrantford.
“The Brantford community knows how to rally
together!” said Brantford Mayor Kevin Davis. “Over the
past year, we’ve come together through supporting our
neighbours and local businesses during hard times,
and with programs that help those in need, support
our seniors and assist the local business community.
We want to hear from you. How have you helped
someone in our community or how has someone
helped you? What new local business did you discover
that you didn’t know about before? Let’s share these
stories with the entire Brantford community!”
Brantford’s Hidden Gems
Do you have a hidden gem that you love in Brantford?
Submit your favourite restaurant, store, park,
public art piece, trail etc., using the interactive map
tool. Review other community submissions to find
businesses or outdoor reaction that residents love and
you may not know about.
Share your Stories
Brantford residents are invited to share what they,
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MAY 2021 BSCENE EVENT GUIDE
Please visit bscene.ca for a more complete listing of events, cancellations, postponements and new dates.
Make sure to check with the Event Organizers for more details.
DATE

EVENT NAME

LOCATION

START TIME

ADDITIONAL INFO

May 1 - 23

Doris Slater Titus Exhibition

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

May 1 - 31

Help A Child Smile’s On-Line 50/50 Lottery

tickets available starting May 1 at 8:00am until May 31 at 6:00pm at http://www.smileys5050.com/

draw Mon. May 31 at 7:00pm

May 3 - 9

Mental Health Week

more info. https://www.facebook.com/BHNMentalHealthWeek

Brant Haldimand Norfolk & Six Nations Mental
Health Week Committee planned many virtual
activities/events

Thurs. May 6, 13, 20 & 27

A Place To Be (everyone welcome, connect with community)

reg. http://bit.ly/aPlacetoBe

07:00 PM

on Zoom

Thurs. May 6 - June 24

Trivia Night

go to: https://crowd.live/EH3CA

07:30 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Tuesday, May 4

Meal Planning & Preparation (with Katie Haneke, Grand River Community Health Centre)

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9185&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/05/01

07:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Wednesday, May 5

Business Mission Possible with Barb Stegemann

Free Virtual Event

reg. https://businessmissionpossible.ca/

Wednesday, May 5

Canvas Creations - Canvas & Material Come Together

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9078&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/05/01

9:00 AM

County of Brant Public Library - after reg., all
supplies & instructions will be provided

Wednesday, May 5

Decluttering Made Easy (on Zoom)

reg. by Mon. May 3, email admin@grcoa.ca or phone 519.754.0777 ext. 439

10:00 AM

Grand River Council on Aging

Wednesday, May 5

East Ward Echo Place Neighbourhood Association 2021 Meeting

Meeting links will be provided each month for Zoom

06:30 PM

Wednesday, May 5

Paris Horticultural Society - Monthly General Meeting on Zoom

Friday, May 7

Fish & Chips or Chicken ($10)

Tuesday, May 11

07:30 PM

annual membership fee of $15. - etransfer to
shasland41@gmail.com

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion)

05:00 PM

Place Order, same day - call 519.446.0011 or
https://www.facebook.com/Brant463

Posture Perfect w Dr. Janice Coates-Steedman)

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9240&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/05/01

07:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Wednesday, May 12

Brant Writes Writing Club (2nd Wed. of April, May & June)

reg. http://brantlibrary.ca/calendar

07:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Friday, May 14

Virtual Open House - Braemar House School

reserve a spot - https://www.braemarhouseschool.ca/

10:00 AM

Friday, May 14

Wings (Wings ONLY $10 or Wings Dinner $12)

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion)

05:00 PM

Place Order, same day - call 519.446.0011 or
https://www.facebook.com/Brant463

Saturday, May 15

Survivor Cash-A-Rama (+18 yrs. teams of 5, on youtube and facebook)

reg. by email to vanessa@autismdogs.ca or vicky@autismdogs.ca or call 519.774.0267 or 519.722.2685

10:00 AM

Autism Dog Services

Saturday, May 15

16th Annual Soup Challenge (virtual)

tickets: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/st-leonards-society-of-brant/events/soup-challenge-2021/

11:00 AM

Tuesday, May 18

The Art of Storytelling (on zoom)

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9140&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/05/01

06:30 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Wednesday, May 19

Art Exploration: Whimsical Windchimes

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9191&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/05/01

9:00 AM

County of Brant Public Library

Wednesday, May 19

Crafing for Your Furry Friends (on Zoom)

reg. by Mon. May 17 by email to admin@grcoa.ca or phone 519.754.0777 ext. 439

10:00 AM

Grand River Council on Aging

Thursday, May 20

Drive In Bingo at Paris Fairgrounds

Paris Fairgrounds

07:00 PM

tickets - https://www.parisfairgrounds.com/
events-calendar/

Saturday, May 22

Paris Horticultural Society’s Annual Plant Sale

TBD

Tuesday, May 25

Virtual Book Club

reg. http://brantlibrary.ca/calendar

02:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Tuesday, May 25

CAL - Tom Petty - Damn the Torpedoes

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

08:00 PM

Thursday, May 27

A Virtual Murder Mystery

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9241&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/05/01

07:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Saturday, May 29

Take Out Roast Beef Dinner

Paris Fairgrounds

04:30 PM

tickets available May 3: https://www.parisfairgrounds.com/

Tuesday, June 1

Staycation Series - Food & Drink with Spicy Jan! (on zoom)

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9142&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/06/01

07:00 PM

County of Brant Public Library

Wednesday, June 2

Art Explorations - Welcoming Words

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9192&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/06/01

9:00 AM

County of Brant Public Library

Wednesday, June 2

East Ward Echo Place Neighbourhood Association 2021 Meetings

Meeting links will be provided each month for Zoom

06:30 PM

Wednesday, June 2

Save the Evidence (presented by Woodland Cultural Centre)

reg. https://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9187&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/06/01

07:00 PM

Thursday, June 3

Artists in Conversation with Susan Aglukark

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

08:00 PM

or someone they know, has done to make our City
an even better place to live, work, study and play. It
can be as simple as picking up some litter, to starting
a non-profit organization. Share the actions you’ve
taken, or have seen others take, to recognize their
meaningful contributions.
To participate in the I LOVE my Brantford project and
to review what residents love about our community,
visit www.letstalkbrantford.ca/LOVEmyBrantford. Join
the conversation on social media using the hashtag
#iLOVEmyBrantford
City Recognizes Contributions of Local Volunteers
During National Volunteer Week
Submitted Media Release

Brantford Mayor Kevin Davis raised the Brant Regional
Association of Volunteer Administrators (BRAVA)
Flag at City Hall to officially recognize the week of
April 18 to 24, 2021 as National Volunteer Week in
Brantford. This year’s theme, The Value of One, The
Power of Many recognizes the countless contributions
volunteers make towards the betterment of our
community.
Volunteers in our community help ensure residents
have safe, easy access to food. Others help seniors
feel connected by offering their time for a phone chat.
Business volunteers provide low-income tax clinics for
individuals and families in need. From a community
clean-up, to using your skillset to mentor youth, these
are just some of the ways that individuals can get
involved in making a difference in Brantford.

“At a challenging time when volunteers and
neighbours helping neighbours is more important than
ever, I want our volunteers to know how much we
appreciate them,” says Mayor Kevin Davis. “Brantford
is a strong and resilient city and I’m very proud of
how many people have reached out to offer their
help to their neighbours in need. The City is proud to
recognize all of our volunteers and various community
partners who give their time, expertise and energy
so generously to make our city a better place to live,
work and play.”
On April 18th, the City of Brantford launched a
“Volunteer Week” campaign that will feature and
highlight the contributions of a volunteer each day of
the week on the City’s social media platforms.
As evidenced by the volunteer testimonials outlined
below, volunteering of an individual’s time and skills
is a great way to meet people, enhance professional
growth, earn volunteer hours and gain valuable work
experience. Citizens can learn more about ways they
can volunteer with the City of Brantford at www.
brantford.ca/Volunteer or they can explore community
partner volunteer opportunities at www.BRAVABrant.
com.
Quotes from Some of our Valued Community
Volunteers
“Volunteering is very important for me as it gives me
great satisfaction for myself. I feel I get more out of it
than I am giving. I have made many friendships along
the way in the past 11 years. I feel a great sense of
purpose and each time I leave it feels very rewarding.

Prior to COVID-19 I volunteered at John Noble Home
working with the residents and staff assisting with
recreation programs, meal enhancement, the front
desk, and clerical work as well as working in the
Skylight Café.” Mae Litt, Volunteer, John Noble Home
“To me, volunteering is being able to give back and
help others. I volunteer because I love it. I love the
ability to help make a difference in the world, even if
it is just small. There’s no better feeling than being
able to make someone’s day a little brighter. I have
volunteered at Big Brothers Big Sisters of Grand Erie
for 5 years. I’ve been a mentor to my little for over
2 years now, worked with the Circle Group program
as well as the In-School Mentor program prior to
being matched with my amazing little sister.” Brittney
Martorano, Volunteer, Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Grand Erie
“It means the world to me to serve. All my life, just
like my Mom, being a single Mom with three sons, I
too have been in need. It’s an honour to serve and give
back. So far, I have spent over 40 years volunteering in
this community at the Home and School Association,
Hungarian Hall and Village, Brantford Blessings
Centre, my church, Brantford Food Bank and
Christmas Baskets, and Gretzky Hockey Tournaments.
Now that I’m retired, I have even more time to give to
my community and more quality time to share with my
grandkids!” Marian Sammut, Volunteer, Community
Resource Services and Brantford Food Bank

County of Brant Public Library

SOLUTION

to our Sudoku puzzle (Page 16)
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THE TRADITION OF HIGH TEA
Special Tea’s
50 Grams
3 for $15 or
6 for $25
Rooibos, Black or Green
Many teas to choose from

Follow Us
@steves_teas
519-755-0177
www.stevesteas.com

Photo: Sebastian Coman/Unsplash

783 Colborne St East
Unit #2 Brantford.

LANA BURCHELL
link stevesteas.com
High Tea is a practice which dates back to the 1700s and
was started by Anna Maria Russell, the seventh Duchess of
Bedford. In layman’s terms, this was meant to curb her from
being “hangry” between lunch and dinner, which was served
at 8pm, so the Duchess required a stopgap between 4-5pm.

would don gloves, hats and long gowns for their afternoon
tea circa Downton Abbey or Whistleton. This ritual usually
boasts of sandwiches, clotted cream and scones with
preserves, and a wide array of pastries and cakes. A black
tea was served in bone china cups.2

She would have a variety of tea and savoury and sweet
snacks brought to her chambers. Sometime earlier, the Earl
of Sandwich had the idea of putting a filling between two
slices of bread. This habit soon became a social event for
her and her friends to enjoy. Other hostesses also picked
up this tradition, and this event was moved to the drawing
room.1 Duchess Bedford would send out invitation cards
for tea and walking. It is noted that before long, “all of
fashionable society was sipping tea and nibbling sandwiches
in the middle of the afternoon.”

We are pleased to announced our newest tea, Duchess of
Bedford Tea for Mother’s Day; a florally mélange of black
tea, green tea, jasmine and lavender. Best enjoyed in a fancy
cup, with friends, in the afternoon sunshine. Stay safe and
happy sipping!

During the 1880’s upper class and high society women

“It’s half past three, everything stops for tea.”

1

https://afternoontea.co.uk/information/history-of-afternoon-tea/

2

https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/Afternoon-Tea/

WELCOME TO BSCENE... NOW IN YOUR HOME!
A MESSAGE FROM THE PUBLISHER

JASON FREEZE

twitter @Jason Freeze
facebook jason.freeze
🔗 BScene.ca
Hello everyone and welcome to the May 2021
edition of BScene. For those of you who know
us, we have some big news to share! And to
those of you enjoying our paper for the first time,
welcome to our #BRANTastic community of
readers!
For the past six years, we've been showcasing
our community through our hundreds of drop
location partners, where readers would pick
up their papers. But with everything going on
these days, we decided to switch up our delivery
system and drop directly to people's homes
through Canada Post.
We're certainly excited to be starting up this new
delivery system. And we hope you'll enjoy it too!

Each month, we'll be rotating our delivery
route around the community. Plus we'll still be
delivering papers to a select group of drop spots
in different areas as well. And for those folks
wanting the paper in their mailbox every month,
we've started up a new subscription service that
started in April! A subscription to our paper is
only $30 (plus tax) for the entire year. So head on
over to www.bscene.ca to enter your details and
help to support your local paper!
As always, you can connect with us online as
well. Just head on over to www.bscene.ca and
you can check out our online Event Guide and
the digital copy of the paper. You can also join
our free, monthly email newsletter to get the
online version of the paper too. And you can join
us for updates on our Social Media channels @
BScenePaper.
There’s lots of ways to stay connected with us
and learn about our local community. So we
hope that you’ll enjoy a #BRANTastic read with
us each month!
Stay safe and stay healthy,
Jason – Owner of BScene

SUBSCRIBE
to get a Copy of BSCENE
Delivered to your Mailbox

https://bscene.ca/product/bscene-subscription

12 Monthly Issues
for $30

· Best Event Guide
· Articles
· A Look Back (History)
· Cover Story
· Not For Proﬁt
of the Month
· Community News
& Media Releases
· Your Neighbourhood
Experts

MAY 2021
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Brantford, Brant County both in good places to weather pandemic

Photo: brant.ca

County of Brant’s Mayor, David Bailey, says the County, with its
“wonderful” reserves and abundance of development, continues
down a road of prosperity.”
With quick access to the 400 series of highways, Brant is also
especially attractive to manufacturers.

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

Photo: discoverbrantford.ca

LOOKING FORWARD

The County recently welcomed a new 500-thousand square foot
warehouse distribution centre on Pottruff Road.

email yvonne@roundtablepr.com
🔗 roundtablepr.com
Despite the devastating hits many smaller businesses have taken
during the pandemic, both the City of Brantford and County of Brant
have managed to weather the storm, with each municipality even
seeing growth.

Photo: brantford.ca

Brantford Mayor Kevin Davis says however, the City was hit with a
number of significant impacts to operations, including the transit
system.

Brantford has also seen several new companies move to the area
over the past year, including Hershey Canada Inc., Pillars Fine
Foods, and Becel margarine and vegan cheese manufacturer,
Upfield Canada.
The City also saw 123 days of filming over the past year, which
brought millions of dollars into the local economy. “3000 hotel
room nights were booked in support of those productions,” said
Davis.
They included the film “The Cuban,” featuring Lou Gossett Junior,
the Handmaid’s Tale and Murdoch Mysteries which regularly
shoots in Brantford and Brant.
Brant is also welcoming an increasing number of film and TV
production companies, who appreciate the friendly welcome and
cooperation they receive.
“The Handmaid’s Tale” mini-series used Bailey’s own stately
Victorian home in downtown St. George, for four seasons of
shooting. “Even when it’s invasive, it doesn’t feel invasive, because
it’s a lot of fun,” he said.
But Bailey expressed heartfelt concern for small private business
operators, who don’t have the kind of reserves the County does.
“Not everybody has that extra $50,000 or can ask their parents or
their kids for that extra little bit of money they need, to remain open
in unprecedented times like this,” he said.

BRANTFORD MAYOR KEVIN DAVIS
“There was a very long time that the transit system had to keep
operating, but there were no fares being charged because we had
people entering through the back doors to protect the drivers and
when you have people entering through the back door, you can’t
collect any fares,” he said.
Davis also said, “having to supply PPE to a workforce of 1300
people” was also a considerable expense.
With Brantford’s Casino closed, the approximately $5-million
dollars the City receives from part of the Brantford Casino’s slot and
table revenues was unavailable, meaning charities didn’t receive
the usual grants.
But with all municipalities in a tough situation, the province and the
federal government have been generous in helping recoup losses,
through “Safe Restart” funding grants.

Bailey says artisans and others, who have the things people want
to buy when times are good, took
the biggest hits.
“A lot of landlords, not all, but
some, didn’t do the right thing
and give them a break on their
rent,” he said.
Bailey says he’s especially
concerned about restaurants,
who have invested their lives
and poured money into things
like screens and patios for social
distancing, only to be shut down.
“That was the kick in the stomach
I didn’t want to see,” he said.
He also laments how the
pandemic has taken a toll on
mental health, adding domestic
abuse cases are up 40 per cent in

COUNTY OF BRANT MAYOR DAVID BAILEY
the County.
“It’s going to be hard times when this is over,” he says.
Bailey says the County is redistributing some of the County’s
surplus money as grants to businesses in need, being flexible
about deadlines and helping pay half the cost of needed work on
things like building facades.
“We’re willing to take every call. We’ve never, not answered a phone
call. Whatever it takes we’ll do,” he said.
Kevin Davis says meantime, Brantford is helping businesses
through Brantford’s Economic Recovery Action Plan, which
includes initiatives like “Brantford Eats Local.”
On a philosophical note, Bailey says he believes life was too busy
before Covid and although we still “need that human element,”
remote communication tools like ZOOM will continue to be used to
make life less hectic.
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GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!
HUMAN RESOURCES

BUSINESS SERVICES

SHOULD EMPLOYEES BE PAID
SALARY OR HOURLY?

WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA

There are two recent court decisions which
First, we need to dispel a myth: “salary”
is simply a method of distributing pay; it
does not affect how the ESA may apply to
employees. It is the type of job that makes
a difference.

It’s said that the Covid-19 pandemic has pushed
us 10 years into the future regarding our dayto-day use of technology and how we use it to
shop. It’s been the catalyst for many business
owners to pivot the way they are marketing
and meeting client’s needs. When things get
back to ‘normal’, many clients will return to
shopping in person, but many will not.

People who are Managers (have “care
and control” of staff such as performance,
discipline, scheduling) are exempt from
some provisions of the ESA such as
overtime. However, simply having the
word “manager” in a job title does not
put someone into this category (think
“account manager” for a telecom company
– they do not manage company staff, only
customers).
The Ministry of Labour requires employers
to track and calculate the actual hours
worked for all employees for a variety of
compliance reasons, even for Managers
who would be exempt from some
provisions, as they are entitled to overtime
and also to vacation pay based on their
earnings.
If workers are paid by salary and the
employer policy is to give “paid vacation”
during the year, the provided vacation
must meet the minimum ESA standards.
If they work overtime or receive any type

KATHRYN KISSINGER
of bonus or commission that is recognized
as “wages” by the ESA, then the employer
is required to include that money in the
calculation of vacation pay (the 4% or 6%
applies). The exception to this is tips and
gratuities for service workers.
It's best to base the pay type on the nature
of the work. For jobs that are easy to track
the hours, and the person has the ability
to clock in/out, then hourly is likely best.
But if the person works erratic hours or
is required to work in different locations,
it may be easier to pay by salary and then
just keep track of the hours in another
way.
If your business needs help on these or other
Human Resources issues, please reach out to us
for a free half-hour consultation!

Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254
kissingerhrservices.com

I tried to make two different online purchases,
for curb side pick up, at local retailers this
week. One website wanted to send me to their
Sault Ste. Marie location to pick up the product.
I assume it was because the local store didn’t
have the product that I wanted, and a road trip
seemed like a logical alternative! The other
website didn’t provide a specific search option.
After I scrolled through about half a dozen
pages, I gave up.
You may be concerned about the cost of
developing a good website and social media
marketing strategy. The greater concern may
be the impact of not moving your business into
the future. To save some time and money, do
some research with some online shopping of
your own. You will see things from your client’s
perspective. What was efficient compared
to frustrating? Determine the relevant
information that your clients will need without
the benefit of speaking to you personally. How
does that filter down to appropriate product
recommendations? What questions do they
ask you and how can you address them on
your website? Whether the solution for your

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

Security Cameras
With security cameras you want to be sure that
your information is encrypted when it is being sent
to your mobile device and when it is stored on cloudbased servers so no one else but you can view the
video. If you are using Google Nest feed to view
your security video the live feed is encrypted but the
video is not encrypted on the server Google stores it
on. A Google employee or someone that was able to
hack into the cloud server could get access to your
security video.

You may want help from here. Digital Main
Street, provided by the BRC, through a
partnership with FedDev Ontario and the
Province of Ontario, offers free online training
modules. You could also choose to shop local
and consult with one of the many specialists in
the area.
Enterprise Brant provides financing and
business consultation to support businesses in
Brantford Brant. Need assistance? Call us!

Need help? Call us! 519-752-4636.

Enterprise Brant
330 West Street , Unit 10
519.752.4636
enterprisebrant.com

communications@enterprisebrant.com

Office hours: 8:30 to 4:30, M-F

BEAT SUMMER BRAIN DRAIN
We know that students can lose learning momentum
in the summer, so it’s important to have a summer
action plan early on to prevent the summer learning
“brain drain.”

This month we would like to talk about the privacy
settings on smart devices that many of us have in
our homes.

Both Amazon and Google smart speaker default
privacy settings are set to save your voice
recordings. This means that every time the
speaker thinks you hail it, the device will record
your conversation. The companies claim that they
use these recordings for product development or
manual review for accuracy. If you have concerns or
are troubled that these companies are saving your
conversations, you need to go to the privacy settings
of the device and set it to delete conversations. A
quick note Apple has set their default settings with
Siri to delete conversations after privacy concerns
were brought forward in the United Kingdom.

business is fairly simple or more complex, at
this point you will likely have some idea what
you will need.

EDUCATION

PRIVACY AND YOUR SMART
DEVICES

Speakers

COLLEEN CARDIFF

STEVE & LORRAINE GARNHAM
Smart TVs
If your TV connects to the internet for streaming
services, the information about your viewing
habits can be saved and sold to marketers. You
may be willing to give access to this data to the TV
manufacturer for the convenience of the service, but
it is your choice. You can go into the settings and
turn off viewing data or smart interactivity if you do
not want to share this information.
We feel it is important that you understand how
privacy settings for your smart devices work so you
are making an informed decision about the personal
information you are sharing.
If you have any questions about the privacy settings
on your devices contact us at CPR Cell Phone Repair
Brantford.

185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford
519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

When schools close and learning stops for the season,
it causes students to lose the educational momentum
they built throughout the school year.
Summer is an opportunity for students of all ages to
catch up, keep up, or get ahead.
FUN FACT Over the summer, students lose
up to two months of reading and writing
skills and over one month of math skills.
Summer Learning Helps Students
•
•
•
•

Review key concepts from last year
Keep learning momentum going
Get a head start on next year
Get better grades

For younger students, summer break is a great
chance to introduce the type of formal structure
that they would encounter in a classroom. It helps
give them a head start on building a strong learning
foundation.
Elementary students face significant academic growth
which makes it difficult to grasp all concepts, and easy
to fall behind. Summer is the opportunity to synthesize
all of the information learned during the school year
and really make it meaningful.
Tips to Prevent Summer Learning Losses
•

•

Grab a book – Regular reading is one of the
easiest ways to keep the brain active over
the summer.
Keep learning – A few hours of structured
learning per week can keep children on

TIFFANY BERE
•
•

track.
Play games – Puzzles, Sudoku, and board
games keep reading and math skills sharp.
Take a class – Summer learning can often be
more engaging for students.

Our summer programs help students catch up in
challenging subjects, work ahead in favourite classes,
and get a head start on next year’s learning.
It’s easy to make learning part of the summer
schedule. A few hours a week of active learning can
prevent summer learning losses and relieve school
stress during the school year.
We offer flexible schedules, and a variety of summer
programming options.
Contact us for more information on our programs
as well as our new Virtual Table™ Teaching
Sessions!

All Ages. All Grades. All Subjects.
1084 Rest Acres Rd., Paris, ON N3L 0B5
519.209.8099 oxfordlearning.com
paris@oxfordlearning.com

BSCENE IS PROUD TO OFFER ADVICE FROM LOCAL EXPERTS FOR ISSUES IMPORTANT TO YOU. THE ADVICE PROVIDED IS THAT OF THE PARTICIPANT AND IS NOT ENDORSED, NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OPINION OF BSCENE.

Happy Mother’s Day

MAY 2021
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Brantford Blooms

Florist

344 Colborne St. Brantford
31 Mechanic St. (Wincey Mills) Paris
 226.250.3121
 www.brantfordblooms.com
 info@brantfordblooms.com
230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

SPRING into a New Career!
Enjoy a rewarding career as a home child care Provider
with Wee Watch, a licensed agency.
Wee Watch — Exceptional Homes. Extraordinary Care.

Burgers & Fries | Wings | Poutine | Wraps

Goo’s Delivers

519-758-2703
weewatch.com

35yrs
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Smarter Business Security

Managed Access

•
•
•
•

• Improved Control
• Completely configurable & easy
to manage access control solution
• Know who’s Coming & Going
• Connected Locks
• Commercial grade locks
• Remote Control
• Lock & unlock doors

Stay secure, connected & aware
Get notifications
Access reports to gain insights
Alarm noticiations & video clips
to see what’s happening
• Keep an eye on inventory
& equipment
• Easily add or remove
user codes
• Save money & reduce energy
with integrated smart thermostats

 www.millenniumsecurityservices.ca
 info@millenniumsecurityservices.ca
 226-227-9455
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Love Local • Love Brant!

Paris & District Chamber of Commerce
www.pariscoc.ca

P Y N X
At S.I. Container Builds, Inc., our team is constructing affordable
and sustainable spaces using recycled shipping containers for backyard
offices, studio businesses and dwelling units.
From DIY to Turn-Key models, people come to us to build
convenient, safe and hassle-free places to work and play.
Our market growth has developed in short-term rentals that
allow people to supplement their incomes during an uncertain
housing and economic environment.

We are committed to donating a percentage of each
of our builds to charity, so join us in
“building for your purpose”.

DJ • AUDIO • VISUAL • EVENTS • RENTALS

Outdoor Movie Night Rentals Now Available!
Picture it. Your favourite movie on the big screen - front and centre,
larger than life. Unlimited popcorn (extra-buttery, if you please),
candy to the left of you, a cooler full of drinks to the right.
Gorgeous summer weather, a towering movie screen past your
outstretched feet, and a custom audio system - all right in your
own backyard.

Proudly serving Brantford & Brant County for over 30 years.
Visit www.pynx.ca for more information.

https://www.sicontainerbuilds.com
1-866-629-8251

P Y N X
DJ • AUDIO • VISUAL • EVENTS • RENTALS

Gold Level Sponsors

Paris
Many thanks to Enterprise Brant for assistance
through the RRRF2 Business Services Program
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link cognitivedynamics.ca
twitter @cognitivedynamics
instagram cognitivedynamics
Changing the way we think… about communication.
“All Behaviour is Communication” (L.R. Knost)
You may recall that last month, I openly questioned whether or
not you had ever wondered about the response or reaction you
received from a family member, friend, or colleague. I’m betting you

ourselves in one of four conditions pertaining to our energy and
tension levels: High Energy/High Tension, High Energy/Low Tension,
Low Energy/Low Tension, and Low Energy/High Tension. As you
can well imagine, one’s response/reaction might vary significantly
given their energy/tension state. I like to think of these states as the
“noise” that can either amplify or drown out not only the message,
but the encoding, and decoding process too.

have. That reply or feedback can provide you with the insight you

Someone might react harshly to what you perceive is a simple

need to better understand the stress level under which they found

request or statement on your part. You yourself may have been in

themselves at the time.

a heighted state of anxiety when expressing yourself, meaning that

Once again, it’s time to talk about communication; both the science
and the art of it. The process itself as represented below, appears
relatively straightforward. A sender encodes their message, which
the receiver then decodes, and responds/reacts providing feedback.
This feedback or response/reaction may be intentional, or it may

the encoding and message itself may be infused with a red-brain,
or limbic system (from last month’s article) kind of resonance that
triggers an irrational limbic response from the receiver. The receiver
of your message might wonder why your message is so emotionally
charged when you may not have intended that at all.

occur beneath the level of consciousness. None-the-less, the

I titled the article The Art & Science of Communication. There is

communication loop is complete when the feedback is received and

science behind these reactions. Brain science tells us that our limbic

typically leads to further or ongoing communication.

system runs the show when we perceive a threat (real or imagined).

We already know that occasionally, the feedback we receive in the
form of responses and/or reactions can be surprising, or unexpected.
Consider for a moment the energy/tension levels of both the sender
and the receiver. At any given point in time, any one of us can find

However, it takes an artist to be able to navigate this science and use
the understanding of this process, and of the recipient. Then we can
hope to ensure that messages are encoded and decoded accordingly.
That will enhance more regulated communication.

BRANT LIBRARY MAKES WORKING FROM
HOME BETTER!
KATHERINE BELL
link brantlibrary.ca
facebook brantlibrary
twitter @brantlibrary
instagram brantcountypubliclibrary
Shutdowns are challenging and the County of Brant Public
Library is here to support you. We have a fantastic lineup
of spring programs to keep you entertained, healthy, and
learning new skills, all while keeping the kids busy. Visit us
online at brantlibrary.ca/calendar to register for upcoming
programs designed to take care of your body and mind.
On Wednesday, May 5 at 7:00 PM, join the Library and
Woodview Mental Health and Autism Services for a
virtual Mental Health 101 session. Mental Health Week
runs May 3-9 and a full slate of programs hosted by local
organizations is in the works!
We’ve got your back on Tuesday, May 11 at 7:00 PM. Learn
exercises to strengthen your spine during our Posture
Perfect workshop. If you find yourself sitting most of the

Photo: Paige Cody/Unsplash

JOE PERSIA

Submitted graphic

LET’S TALK COMMUNICATION

day, this is a program you won’t want to miss!
Keep the kids entertained and their minds busy with short
30-minute bursts of literacy activities while you take
care of meal prep nearby! Springtime virtual storytimes
take place every Wednesday and Thursday and alternate
between 11:00 AM and 4:30 PM.
Find Spring program information by visiting us at
brantlibrary.ca/flyer. Register online at brantlibrary.ca/
calendar or call us at 519-442-2433.
The County of Brant Public Library also offers a Digital
Library (open 24/7!) and print and digital entertainment
to help make working from home better. Visit us online at
brantlibrary.ca to explore today, and discover tomorrow!

MAY 2021

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY THROUGH THE PANDEMIC
Sponsored by
HEATHER VANNER
link crs-help.ca/foodbank
Facebook brantfordfoodbank
Twitter @crsbrantford
As we enter a second Spring and Summer of the COVID
pandemic, we continue to ensure individuals and families
have the help they need. We couldn’t provide these services
without the generous support of our funders, and our
community donors.
The Brantford Food Bank has remained open throughout the
pandemic, ensuring that people needing food have access
to this most basic need. We have been grateful for the food
and monetary support we have received, as it has ensured
our services can continue. In light of the pandemic we have
recognized the need to increase our services and capacity
to ensure we can meet the needs of our community. We
have been able to introduce delivery services, so that people
who are self-isolated can still access our service. We have
supported 15 other meal and food programs that have
remained open, with our Community Food Share program,
providing food and support to these wonderful organizations.
We have changed our service delivery model, to ensure
social distancing and the physical safety of clients, volunteers
and staff. But most importantly we have remained open
and continue to provide a 5-7 day supply of food and grocery
products to individuals and households that require support.
This support can include fresh produce, meat and frozen
products, bread, milk, eggs, non-perishable items, household
cleaning products and personal care items.
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For all your
Accounting and
Taxation needs.

We encourage anyone needing food support to call us for an
appointment at 519-751-4357.
Our Employment Service continues to provide help to people
looking for jobs throughout the pandemic. We have been
providing job search help to anyone who is looking for
work, or who is looking to make a job change to something
better. Our Employment Specialists work closely with
individuals who need help finding employment. We assist
with resumes, cover letters, interview skills, and career
exploration. We can help find training and educational
options to assist with obtaining a job in the field being
explored. We help people explore options for the various
barriers that can make working difficult, like child care and
transportation issues. And we work with employers to
develop job placement opportunities so people can get the
work experience they need. All Employment Services are
available through online or telephone options.
Please call 519-751-4357 so we can help find the job that’s
right for you.
We have also continued with a variety of programs
throughout the year to ensure support has continued. Our
Back-to-School Backpack Program, Income Tax Clinic, and
Christmas Baskets were all maintained, ensuring this much
needed help was available.
Again, these services continue to be available because of
the generous support of our community and funders. If you
want to help, please donate at www. Brantfordfoodbank.ca
And If you or someone you know needs help, please call us
at 519-751-4357.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assurance & Accounting
Business Valuation
Estate Planning
Financial Planning
Information Technology
Succession Planning
Taxation

519 759 3511

www.millards.com

SKIP’S BUZZ ME HELPS SENIORS TO CONNECT
intergenerational framework,
that SKIP has been building
for many years.
link goskip.org

In May of 2020, Seniors and Kids Intergenerational
Programs (SKIP) was inspired by conversations
with The City of Brantford to create a program that
addressed the needs of isolated seniors within
the community. As the result of funding from
The United Way, SKIP launched “Buzz Me” a call
centre for seniors on June 1, 2020 which provided
opportunities for seniors to connect socially over
the phone. As a result of our efforts, seniors
from all over Brant County have been uplifted
by informal and friendly chats with a dedicated
volunteer phone agent.
Last month, Canada
recognized volunteers
from across the country
in volunteer week.
Through Buzz Me, SKIP is
honoured to have a team
of volunteers, many who
are students from Wilfrid
Laurier University. Their efforts to engage isolated
seniors in Brantford is a new aspect of our

With a recent grant from the
Ontario Trillium Foundation’s
Resilient Communities Fund,
SKIP can continue to offer
this valuable program. This
month, SKIP is highlighting
caregivers as we focus on
coming alongside them to
offer Buzz Me to those in
their care. Whether working
with seniors in agencies or
within private residences,
we recognize that caregivers
may not always have the resources to ensure that
every senior within their reach has their social
needs met.
Submitted Photo

TINA PRAASS

To celebrate the hard work of caregivers in both
formal and informal settings, SKIP is asking the
community to enter a caregiver that they know
into our “Nominate a Caregiver Campaign”. Simply
send in a photo or video of a caregiver with a
senior to our website. SKIP will randomly draw
a name of a caregiver to receive a free dinner for
two at a local restaurant. Caregivers will also be

entered into the draw when they call 1-866-999Buzz or sign their senior up for a wellness call on
our website.
Buzz Me operates
Monday through Friday
8am to 8pm and
wellness calls can be
booked online at www.
goskip.org
Videos and pictures can
be submitted to info@
goskip.org

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario
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SPRING INTO THE GIFT OF HOME - AND HOPE.
Just ask Mom.

Go to www.habitatbn.org and click "donate" to
make a gift in honour of a special Mom. Be sure
to include her contact information in your note to
us so we can send her a card too!  
Become a Habitat Hopebuilder

link habitatbn.org

Become one of our Habitat Hopebuilders and
provide hope to those experiencing barriers to
homeownership.

Facebook HabitatforHumanityBN

Habitat for Humanity Heartland Ontario recently

LYNDA HENRIKSEN

pinterest brantrestore
Twitter @HabitatBN

This Spring, give a family - working hard to
provide the best life possible for their children - a
hand up. That is what Mother’s Day is all about!

Our work continues, in recovery from the effects
of the pandemic, and in partnership with local
families, corporate and community groups, to
establish housing stability. We’re dedicated to
sustainability through our social enterprise, The
ReStore, located in Brantford and Simcoe. We’re
providing skills development and education
for youth and we’re building better, more
sustainable futures through affordable
homeownership.  
Our vision is a world where everyone has
a safe and decent place to live. We cannot
accomplish this without the tremendous
generosity of people like you. People who
engage, volunteer, donate and support.
Because of you, we continue to provide
hope to more families through Key
Ceremonies like the one for Russ, Sharon
and Krysten.  

Give the gift of home
This Mother’s Day, you can celebrate
Spring and honour a special mom in
your life by giving the gift of home. Your
generous donation, in honour of any mom
you choose, will give another mom the
opportunity to provide a safe, decent home
so their children can grow and thrive. Your
donation will be used to build Habitat
homes right here in our local area. You can
designate your gift to any of our community
builds in the County of Brant, Brantford or Norfolk
County. It’s up to you - or you can ask Mom!

their keys, in the recording of our Virtual Key
Ceremony on our website and on our Facebook
page.

Your monthly commitment, of any amount,
is a great way to make smaller gifts that
add up to a big impact!
put the finishing touches on one of our family's
forever homes, this time in the community of
Simcoe, Norfolk County through the work of the
Brant-Norfolk Chapter. If you haven't seen it yet,
you can watch Russ, Sharon and Krysten receive

Please visit www.habitatbn.org to learn more or
call us at 519-759-8600.
Wishing you brighter Spring days this May!

MAY 2021
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15

BSCENE
NOT FOR PROFIT SPOTLIGHT

link lansdownecentre.ca
facebook Lansdowne-Childrens-Centre
twitter @lansdownebrant
Youtube LansdowneCC
The Lansdowne Children’s Centre is a treatment centre for children
and youth with physical, developmental and communication needs. Their
special needs may arise from Cerebral Palsy, Spina Bifida, Down Syndrome,
Brain Injury, Muscular Dystrophy, Autism and other developmental delays.
We provide specialized care and services to more than 3,000 children and
families annually, from birth to 19 years old in Brantford, Brant County,
Haldimand-Norfolk, Six Nations of the Grand River and Mississaugas of the
Credit. We currently have a wait list of over 2,000 needing services.
We offer a wide range of quality
services at the Centre, in home,
in schools and other community
settings that provide essential
supports and play an important
role in enabling our children
and youth with special needs
to develop their full potential.
The children and youth in our
community need you now more
than ever. While we are doing
our best to provide as much
care as we can virtually, we
need to have a plan in place for
when we see these kids again
in a face-to-face setting.
The Lansdowne Children’s
Centre Foundation exists to
raise funds for the unfunded
programs at the Centre by obtaining Individual Donations, Corporate
Donations, Major Gifts, Legacy Gifts and running Special Events, as well as
building brand awareness in the community. The two signature events we
run are the Charity Motorcycle Ride and the Heroes Walk and Roll.
While we had great plans to run both of our events in-person in 2020,
Covid-19 had other plans. Instead of cancelling these events, we proceeded
to run both virtually with great support from our community. While the
pandemic certainly changed the way we did things in the Foundation, we
continued to come up with new and innovative ways that we could pivot
our fundraising methods, while keeping our volunteers, sponsors, staff and

participants safe
during this very
uncertain time. Our
Foundation also
ran very successful
Christmas Card,
Legacy Giving
and Corporate
Campaigns via
mail outs and
personal followups.
The 17th Annual
Charity Motorcycle
Ride is booked
tentatively as an
in person event
taking place at the
Brantford & District
Civic Centre on
July 17th 2021.
The Lansdowne
Children’s Centre Foundation continues to adhere to all local and provincial
health guidelines during the pandemic, and have also included a virtual
component of the event which will run from July 1st to July 31st 2021. We
have some new and exciting incentives this year which include a chance to
win a Harley-Davidson Forty Eight Motorcycle and a Silent Auction to bid
on some amazing items the day of our event. As always, we still have our
Catch the Ace Raffle Draw and our Photo Challenge. Don’t forget to take
pictures and post them to our event page on Facebook and Twitter using the
#LCCF2021cmr and #rideforthekids hashtags.
Submitted Photos

CANDACE KINGYENS

While we look to this new way of fundraising, we are looking for sponsors to
support this event and additional help with getting this event up and running.
You can assist us in helping us spread the word by sharing our posts,
becoming a sponsor, signing up and registering for the event and collecting
pledges or making a general donation. We are giving early bird pricing to any
participant who registers online by July 31st. For more information about the
event or to register, please visit www.lansdownemotorcycleride.com.
We want to thank our entire community for your great support to the
Lansdowne Children’s Centre and Foundation. We certainly could not
continue to do the work we do without you! See you on July 17th!
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Be seen with

A LOOK BACK AT 2019 THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

HIKE FOR HOSPICE 2019
May 5, 2019 • Stedman Community Hospice, Brantford •

D Jason Freeze

BSCENE

PUZZLES

SUDOKU

How To Play:
Complete the grid so each column, row and
3 X 3 box (with bold borders) contains every number 1 to 9.


250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
 Wine
ben@positanowine.com
 Beer
www.positanowine.com
positanowinesandcoffee
 Gift Cards

Difficulty Level : 2
Used with permission from http://en.top-sudoku.com
For solution see page 5

86 Dalhousie St. Brantford
519-304-7090
ninenorth.ca@gmail.com
www.ninenorth.ca





●
●
●
●

Voice Over Services
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com
yvonne@roundtablepr.com
Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

ADVERTISING WORKS...
YOU JUST PROVED IT!
PUT YOUR BUSINESS CARD IN FRONT OF
THOUSANDS OF EYES!
10,500 copies every month available at various locations and
neighbourhood routes in Brantford, Brant County &
Six Nations. Annual subscriptions available.

Contact: Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 jason@bscene.ca

MAY 2021

Be seen with

BSCENE

facebook twitter instagram

A LOOK BACK AT 2019 THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

GLENHYRST FAMILY ARTS DAY 2019
May 26, 2019 • Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant, Brantford, ON •

D Jason Freeze

CELTIC MUSIC NIGHT 2019
May 4, 2019 • Sydenham-Heritage United Church, Brantford, ON
D Jason Freeze
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JACK JACKOWETZ

Tom Longboat

with the Ward Marathon Trophy, 1907

(Source: Public Domain)

twitter @jjackowetz
facebook @jjackowetz

TUSCARORA TOWNSHIP: PART 2
Tuscarora Township is home to the
Six Nations of the Grand River and the
Mississaugas of the Credit, who occupy
4,800 acres in the south east corner of the
township. The current population of the
township is about 13,500.
Tuscarora Township became part of the Gore
District in 1816, in the County of Wentworth.
In 1852, the township was incorporated and
attached to Brant County. Although attached
to Brant County for coordination purposes,
the township is a First Nation Reserve and
was not within the jurisdiction of the County.
The township / reserve administers their
own affairs. Ohsweken is the administrative
centre of the reserve. The township lies south
of the Grand River and southeast of Brantford
Township.
Layout of the Township
The Township is laid out in a grid pattern. The
eastern boundary of the township is Cayuga
Road, the eastern boundary of the Reserve is
Oneida Road in Oneida Township, Haldimand
County; the southern boundary is Indian Line;
the western boundary is Bateman Line; and
the northern boundary is the Grand River,
plus a portion of land between Middleport
and Onondaga reaching just north of the CNR
railway line.
The major east-west roads of the township
are: Indian Line, First Line through Sixth Line,
and River Road. These roads are about 11/4
miles apart. The major north-south roads
are: Mohawk Road, Seneca Road, Chiefswood
Road, Tuscarora Road, New Credit Road /
Onondaga Road, and Cayuga Road / Ojibway
Road. These roads lie about 11/2 miles
apart. As a result of this grid, almost every
crossroad has a name.

Staats moved the store
to the north side of Indian
Line.
Smith’s Corner at Mohawk
Road and First Line was
the site of Six Nations
School No. 3, which
operated here from 1869
until 1991.
Thomas’ Corner at Seneca
Road and First Line was
the site of the Christian
Aid Hall, a once important
community gathering
place.
Medina Corner was the
location for the Medina
Baptist Church and
Strong’s Schoolhouse,
later known as Six Nations
School No. 7. This school
opened in 1867 and closed
in 1991.
Noted potter Steve Smith (below) operated
Talking Earth Pottery just east of Sour Spring,
the corner of Mohawk Road and Second Line.
The corner was formerly known as Barney’s
Corner after Barney Martin who operated a
car repair shop at the corner.

The first school established by the
Confederacy Chiefs, the David Thomas
School, was located at Grand River Church
Corner, the corner of River Road and Mohawk
Road.

Crossroad Corners
Victoria Mill, also known as Vittoria Mills,
used the water power provided by Mackenzie
Creek to grind grain. A dam, Victoria Lake and
an old mill pond, are all that remain of the
mill site.
Little Buffalo, the corner of Indian Line and
Chiefwoods Road has been home to a grocery
store since the 1920s. In 1978, Wellington

Frog Pond, the intersection of Third Line
and Chiefswood Road, at one time had the
beginnings of becoming the main village of
the Township. A dam and grist mill were built,
then a store and other businesses opened but
Ohsweken overtook the cross roads as the
commercial centre. Frog Pond is the home of
Stan Jonathan. Mckenzie Creek disrupts the
straight-line flow of Third Line as the road
circumvents the creek.

Sixty-Nine Corner, Chiefswood Road and
Second Line, is said to get its name from a
Confederacy Chief known as Old 69 because
of his constant references to a Bill passed in
1869, the Gradual Enfranchisement Act, which
ultimately lead to the Indian Act of 1876.

Ivan L. Thomas School is located near Atkins
Corner, Cayuga Road and Fifth Line. Thomas
was a long-time teacher and principal in the
community and served as the School’s first
principal when it opened. The school replaced
Six Nations School No. 11 where Thomas
taught for many years.
Burger Barn is a popular restaurant one
kilometre east of the School. The restaurant
opened in 2011 and gained notoriety for its
good food and its appearance on You Gotta

MAY 2021
Eat Here in 2013.
Tom Longboat Corner, Sixth Line and
Onondaga Road, marks the location where
Longboat built a large house from the money
he earned as a long distance runner. The
house is no longer standing.

The Council House, library, church, recreation
complex, baseball field, and school are all
located near this intersection.

facebook twitter instagram
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in 1937. He is best known for playing the
character Tonto on the Lone Ranger television
series between 1949 and 1957.

SOME NOTABLE PEOPLE

The Emily C. General Elementary School,
which opened in 1991, is located at
Stoneridge, Onondaga Road and Fourth Line.
It is named after the long-time teacher who
lost her job for refusing to swear allegiance to
the Crown. She believed the Six Nations were
allies of the Crown and thus not subjects of
the Crown.
Ohsweken
Ohsweken, located at the intersection of
Third Line and Chiefswood Road is the
administrative and commercial centre for
the Six Nations of the Grand River First
Nation. It was established in 1856 when the
Superintendent of the Indian Department,
Jasper Gilkison, moved the council building
from Middleport to what would become
Ohsweken, despite the protests of the
Onondaga chiefs. The community is served by
two newspapers, Turtle Island News and Two
Row Times, and one radio station CKRZ-FM.
Turtle Island News is the leading Native
weekly newspaper in North America, winning
numerous awards for its coverage of Native
issues. The paper was started by, and is still
published by, Lynda Powless, in the mid1990s.
Two Row Times began publishing in August
2013 after Tekawennake News ceased
publication. Tekawennake began in 1967.
Two Row Times was started by Jonathan
Garlow with former Tekawennake employees.
The intended audience for the paper are Six
Nations inhabitants, those who live on other
Ontario reserves, and Six Nations people in
New York State.
CKRZ-FM first began broadcasting in 1987 as
a 10-watt low-powered pirate radio station.
The station was licensed in 1991 and signed
on the air in 1992 with a radiated power of
250-watts. Originally known as The Voice
of the Grand, with studios in Ohsweken, it
later became known as Voice of the Rez. The
station shut down for 12 days in February
2009 due to financial problems but was
resurrected and resumed broadcasting.
The station broadcasts in English and the
languages of First Nations people with a
focus on the languages of Six Nations and
Credit.

Deskaheh (1873 - 1925), also known as
Levi General, was a hereditary Cayuga chief.
He represented the Six Nations people in
1923 when he sought recognition from the
League of Nations for the Haudenosaunee
to be accepted as an independent Nation. His
efforts were thwarted by the government of
William Lyon MacKenzie King who was also
looking for the same status from the same
body, rather than as a Dominion of Great
Britain.
Tom Longboat (1887 - 1949) began running
in 1905 at the urging of Bill Davis, a Mohawk
runner and resident of the Reserve. He
finished second on the Victoria Day race
in Caledonia that year. In 1906, he won the
Around the Bay Road Race in Hamilton, and
in 1907, he won the Boston Marathon, setting
record times in both races. Longboat turned
professional in 1909. Longboat served with
the Canadian Expeditionary Force in World
War I while continuing to run professionally.
He retired from racing after the war. He
settled in Toronto and worked for the City until
1944 when he moved back to Six Nations.

Mississaugas of the Credit
The Mississaugas of the Credit Reserve in
Tuscarora Township is bordered by Indian Line
on the south, Tuscarora Road on the west,
Second Line on the north, and Cayuga Road
on the east. A portion of the Reserve extends
into Oneida Township in Haldimand County.
The corner of First Line and New Credit Road
(Onondaga Road) is the administrative centre
of the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation.

Jay Silverheels, born Harold Smith (1912 1980), was an athlete and actor. He excelled
at lacrosse and during the 1930s played
for teams in the North American Amateur
Lacrosse Association. He was a good boxer
too. Smith began his Hollywood acting career

Stan Jonathan (1955 - ), a full-blood
Tuscarora, played in the National Hockey
League for seven seasons beginning in 1976.
He spent six years as a Boston Bruin and one
as a Pittsburgh Penguin. He was a favourite
of coach Don Cherry for his tough style of
play and had one of the most accurate shots
in the league. Stan worked as an iron worker
on high-rise buildings in the summer while
playing junior hockey for the Peterborough
Petes. Jonathan played one game for the
Brantford Motts Clamatos of the OHA Senior A
Hockey League in 1986.

Roberta Jamieson was the first Indigenous
woman to earn a law degree in Canada,
in 1976. She is recognised for her work in
developing and promoting alternative dispute
resolution methods. She was appointed and
served as the Ombudsperson of Ontario
between 1989 and 1999. She was elected
chief of the Six Nations council in 2001. She
finished second to Phil Fontaine in her bid
to become leader of the Assembly of First
Nations in 2003. She has been president
and CEO of Inspire, formerly the National
Aboriginal Achievement Foundation, since
2004 and involved with numerous native and
non-native charitable activities.

79 Icomm Drive Brantford
 519.752.8824
 BrantfordFarmersMarket
Food Tastes Better when it’s Fresh

•
•
•
•
•

produce • cheese
gifts • meats
pastries
lunch counter
and much more

Fridays 9:00am - 2:00pm
Saturdays 7:00am - 2:00pm

