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Give the gift of local this Easter

with hand-crafted Belgian Chocolate

From Brantford’s Premier Chocolate Shop.

www.lechocolatdusavoie.com NEW LOCATION 270 King George Rd. (At Varardi Ave.) 519-751-1119
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COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
In light of the Pandemic and to help reduce touch points, please follow these guidelines when picking up your copy of BScene!
• Take your copy when you’re about to leave the store
• Try not to handle other papers
• Please Do Not put papers back in the pile (take it home or recycle it when you’re finished)
• And as always, keep washing your hands and wearing your masks!
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BScene is distributed free, every month through
key community partners throughout Brantford,
Brant and Six Nations. BScene has a local network
of over 500 distribution points including local
advertisers, retail outlets, dining establishments,
and community centres. For a complete list,
please visit bscene.ca
As a community paper and forum for sharing
thoughts and experiences, the views expressed
in the magazine are not necessarily those of the
Publisher, Editor, other contributors, advertisers
or distributors unless otherwise stated.

ADVERTISING
BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500
drop locations throughout Brantford, Brant and
Six Nations each month. BScene also publishes
unique online content throughout each month
as well as providing the Best Event Guide in the
community. We have an engaged and dedicated
readership who are invested in experiencing what
our community has to offer.
For advertising inquiries, please contact:
Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 jason@bscene.ca

The BSCENE Team
Last month we're showcasing this year's One Book One Brant choice "By Chance Alone"
with the County of Brant Public Library. Plus, we got to see the paper come right to our
mailbox for the first time as we've switched to a Home Delivery model!

BSCENE’s RECYCLING PROGRAM
The BSCENE paper stays local and supports local endeavours as much as possible.
Our publication was printed locally at Ricter Web Printer for years. After its closing,
we chose McLaren Press Graphics in Gravenhurst, a family owned business.
From there, we distribute locally to many businesses and organizations within our
grand community. Then at the end of the month, we’ll collect any left over papers

Special thank you to Heritage Canada and the Canadian Periodical Fund,
Special Measures for Journalism for their recent support and grant funding.

for recycling. These papers are recycled through a special fundraising program

A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce

with Sydenham-Heritage United Church and Hartmanns Canada. Hartmann’s
is a local egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale that turns the papers into
egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store. The money raised through this
fundraising program gets sent back to Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used
in their Green programs for sustainable upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting
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MAKING IT EASIER TO SHOP LOCAL
ShopBrantford.com joins forces with Digital Main Street initiative
ShopBrantford.com membership worth $600 to their
business.
ShopBrantford.com sets up an account including a
website, a year’s worth of advertising, priority placement
in the directory, the creation of online gift cards, the ability
to sell online, or a catalogue of what they have to offer,
and Facebook and Twitter sites can be included.

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

email yvonne@roundtablepr.com
🔗 roundtablepr.com

Forty-four downtown businesses were chosen, but if not
all of them take the offer, a waitlist has been created and
the program will be offered to businesses beyond the
downtown. “If downtown businesses aren’t interested,
we want to go directly to businesses that are, because
we want to take advantage of all of the funding we have,”
said Moore-Kloss.
She says, although seeing businesses
struggle and close is “super heart-breaking”
she believes there’s a silver lining. “I think
the message that’s been driven home for the
consumer is what we’ve been saying for years
and years, that these stores stay open because
you support them and if you don’t support
them, they will close,” she said.

In January, we reported that the BrantfordBrant Business Resource Enterprise Centre
(BRC) was reintroducing Digital Main Street;
a chance for small business to boost their
online presence, set up e-commerce, spruce
up their websites or start one from scratch,
all for free. Now, they’re going a step further
by teaming up with ShopBrantford.com, the
local directory/search engine that lists local
businesses and a whole lot more.

Submitted photos

All over the globe, small businesses have
been impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic.
A new initiative however, is making it
easier for Brantford businesses to market
their products and services, while letting
consumers know how easy it is to “buy
local.”

Jamie Carnegie, shop local advocate, and Avery Moore-Kloss, owner of ShopBrantford

“We’re trying to let people know always
that there is a local option,” said Avery
Moore Kloss, shop local advocate and
owner of ShopBrantford.com.
She says at least 80 percent of the
ShopBrantford.com traffic comes from
Google searches, by people looking for
specific things in Brantford. “So what we’re
trying to do with this project is really drive
more direct traffic to ShopBrantford.com,
so people know it’s a resource they can
visit,” she said.
Pius Mukose of Anna's Soul Food Kitchen

During the pandemic, more funding
has been poured into the Digital Main
Street program. Other Ontario communities that don’t
have a “shop local” site have had to create one, but
ShopBrantford.com has been around since 2015, so it
made sense to team up.

Currently, over 40,000 users per year (or the equivalence
of a third of Brantford’s population) are using the site.
The 44 downtown Brantford businesses that have
met the Digital Main Street criteria, will receive a free

Olga and Sofiya from Brantford Blooms Florist

With this Community Collaboration Project which runs
through to the end of March, retailers and restaurants
chosen have access to the Digital Service Squad’s crack
team of web and graphic designers, content creators and
online experts.
Currently, for businesses to qualify, they must be
traditional, non-franchise retailers or restaurants in
the downtown Brantford BIA region. Bars, convenience
stores and dispensaries are not eligible.

Kloss believes consumers have always
listened to the message, but now they’re
seeing in real time what happens when you
don’t support local business. “We need those
consumers to really pick it up and find a way to
redistribute some of the funds they have and
if they are going to buy something, try to buy
it from a local business, because that’s often a
job for both spouses in a family,” she said.
“It can be as simple as, you’re going to buy
meat at the grocery store, so how about you
try and buy meat from a local vendor, because
that one purchase means so much more to
them, than to these big chains right now,” she
said.
Moore-Kloss says she understands we live
in a society that demands immediacy, where
things can arrive at your door tomorrow.
She says that’s actually the whole point of
ShopBrantford.com. “How do we get to local
shoppers where they’re looking for something
online, to make sure that we at least know
that we can raise the flag and say, hey there is
a local business that has that,” she said.

And she adds businesses can support each other by
being on ShopBrantford.com. “When our site is filled with
local stuff that people can find in a search, the better each
business does,” she said.
To learn more or to join the waiting list, visit
ShopBrantford.com/digitalmainstreet.
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Bailey was presented the “Community Influencer of the
Year” award from the Economic Developers Council of
Ontario (EDCO).

Stock image

This award recognizes an elected official that has
‘made a significant impact on their peers, the industry
of Economic Development, their community and
overall influence of economic development’.

COMMUNITY NEWS & MEDIA RELEASES

A PUBLIC SERVICE FROM BSCENE
For updates regarding the County of
Brant’s COVID-19 programs & services:
link www.brant.ca/COVID-19
For updates regarding the City of
Brantford’s programs and services visit:
link brantford.ca/Covid-19
Local Update from Dr. Elizabeth Urbantke - February
24, 2021
Submitted Media Release

Below is a transcribed version of the statement made
by Dr. Elizabeth Urbantke, Acting Medical Officer of
Health of the Brant County Health Unit, on February
24, 2021.
Last night, the Health Unit, in consultation with the
school board, made the decision to close St. Peter
Elementary School due to the ongoing COVID-19
outbreak. This decision was made because, as of right
now, we have seven cases in seven separate cohorts,
including a bus and after school program. When we
saw spread like this, in a number of different cohorts,
some with no confirmed epi-links, the decision was
made to ensure that we contain any further potential
spread.
The cases and outbreaks in schools over the past two
weeks have definitely been concerning. That said,
many of our investigations have shown that a number
of cases over last week can be traced back to social
gatherings that occurred over the Family Day long
weekend, before Brant re-entered the framework.
Those cases then made their way into schools, which
led to transmission in our classrooms.
This trend of cases rising after holidays and long
weekends is one we have unfortunately seen
throughout our COVID-19 response. Our indicators
have risen over the past week to the point that we are
now on the cusp of moving to the Red-Control level.
Again, we expect any decision on movement will be
announced by the Province on Friday.
Once again, I am asking residents to please remember
that their choices matter. A few bad decisions can
easily cause a bump in case counts like we saw last
week.
Today, we released our Brant specific COVID-19
Vaccination Plan Overview. This plan was developed
in accordance with the Province’s vaccine priority
framework. I would encourage those who have not
done so, to access the overview on our website.
Over the next two weeks, we will continue to vaccinate
those in the immediate priority groups of Phase One,
as outlined by the Province. This includes:
·
Long-Term Care and/or Retirement Home Staff,
support staff and essential caregivers
·
Hospital and acute care staff in frontline roles with
COVID-19 patients and/or with a high-risk of exposure
to COVID-19
·
Patient-facing health care workers involved in the
COVID-19 response (e.g., Assessment centers)
·

Medical first responders

·
Indigenous adults (on reserve and urban
communities)
·
Community healthcare workers serving
specialized populations
We continue to reach out to those in these groups
through the leadership at their settings to inform them
of their opportunity to receive vaccine.
I am happy to report that the initial residents at all
long-term care and high-risk retirement homes who
were vaccinated have now received both doses in the
series.
Within the next two weeks, we expect to begin
vaccinating those in the 80+ years of age group.
Again, this is very contingent on consistent vaccine

supply allocations. We’d ask all those in this group
and their loved ones to begin watching for further
instruction regarding appointment booking through
the newspaper, our website or social media channels.
We will release information regarding appointment
booking as soon as possible.
Brant Joins the Giving Circle Movement
New Local Group Launches The Power of 100 People
Who Care
Submitted Media Release

Three local women are inviting local residents to
make a significant contribution to serving the needs of
people in Brant County, all from the comfort of their
own homes.
The idea of a giving circle — where individuals pool
their money and donate to one cause — certainly is
not new. But 100 People Who Care Brant County is a
new, entirely virtual, variation that allows members
to learn about, nominate and vote for local charities,
non profit organizations and other groups/individuals
through a private Facebook member’s group. This
online platform meets the challenges that a pandemic
creates for group activities, and offers the appeal of a
low time commitment to those with busy lives.
As part of the worldwide 100 Who Care Alliance, the
group’s plan is to recruit 100 or more local residents
willing to make a contribution between $25 and $100
each quarter, or $100 to $400 annually, to causes
selected by their membership. Collective giving
allows members to increase their knowledge about
philanthropy, organizations serving their community,
and their neighbours — and therefore results in
increased community engagement and deeper social
connections.
There are an estimated four hundred “100 Who Care”
groups throughout the United States and Canada,
some comprised entirely of women, men, teenagers,
or businesses; others, like our local 100 People Who
Care Brant County group, welcome all residents to
join. The first group was started by Karen Dunigan in
2006 in Jackson, Michigan when Dunigan networked
with friends and acquaintances to raise money for
cribs and bedding for new mothers in her community.
In the first meeting Dunigan hosted, the group raised
$12,800, and her idea was born.
The first 100 People Who Care Brant County “Giving
Cycle” will begin with the submission of members’
nominations in early April, and by mid May, the group
will select their first quarterly donation recipient, and
make a powerful gift to the Brant community.
Launched just three weeks ago, 100 People Who Care
Brant County has so far signed up over 80 members
and is actively recruiting others of all ages, in all walks
of life and from both rural and urban areas of Brant
County. There is no limit on the number of members,
everyone is invited to join.
The group’s leadership team includes Susan Ritchie,
Shawna Brown Sharp, and Donna Ireland who will
handle all planning, preparation and follow-up needed
to implement the group’s mission.

“I am so pleased to be recognized. We share a strong,
resilient and charming community where people
and businesses thrive. It is my honour to lead and
represent the County of Brant,” said Mayor David
Bailey. “EDCO does a wonderful job to advance
economic development in municipalities and foster
economic prosperity in Ontario. Thank you for your
hard work year over year.”
EDCO is the provincial organization that represents
Economic Development in Ontario. Hosted
virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the award
announcements were made during the 64th Annual
Conference. EDCO’s membership encompasses over
1,100 members and is Canada’s largest professional
economic development association.

- Requirement for workplace screening
- Requirement to provide contact information when
visiting City community and recreational centres, and
other public spaces such as restaurants and bars,
personal care services (hair salons and spas) cinemas
and performing arts centres

CITY SERVICES

A complete list of 2020 award recipients can be
found on the EDCO website at www.edco.on.ca after
February 24, 2021.
First Screened Positive COVID-19 Variant of Concern
Found in Brant
Submitted Media Release

The Brant County Health Unit (BCHU) was notified
by Public Health Ontario that a resident of Brant,
previously diagnosed with COVID-19, has been
identified as the first person in the community to have
screened positive for a variant of concern (VOC).

- Where patrons without face coverings are within
two metres of workers, workers must use additional
protections such as eye protection
- Physical distancing must be maintained
- Non-essential travel from areas of high-transmission
to areas of low transmission should be avoided
- No more than four people at a table in a restaurant
or rented space
A complete list of measures within the OrangeRestrict level is available on the Ontario.ca website.
Brantford City Hall will reopen to walk-ins on Tuesday,
February 16, 2021 from 9 a.m. to 4 pm. Making an
appointment is recommended to avoid waiting in
line. Appointments can be made by calling 519759-4150 Monday to Friday from 9: a.m. to 4 p.m.
Anyone entering a City facility will be required to
answer health-screening questions and sign in for
the purposes of contract tracing at the door prior to
entering. Hand washing guidelines are to be followed
and persons are to maintain a physical distance of 6
feet from others. All visitors will be required to wear a
face covering at all times in City facilities. If you do not
have a face covering, one will be provided.
Outdoor Neighbourhood Ice Rinks and Harmony
Square Brantford

This individual has no recent history of travel and has
been classified to have recovered from the illness.

- A maximum of twenty-five (25) skater capacity on
each ice rink unless otherwise posted.

Effective February 3, 2021, every new COVID-19
positive specimen is being screened for known VOCs
in Ontario. Those specimens that screen positive go on
for further testing to confirm which mutation lineage
has been found. BCHU is awaiting confirmation as to
which lineage of VOC was detected in this individual.

- Hockey will be permitted at certain outdoor rink
locations. Check the City’s website to determine which
sites are open/closed (based on weather conditions)
and which permit hockey as well as those are
designated as pleasure skating only.

“We understand the detection of a new variant
of COVID-19 may generate some concern in the
community, but the emergence of variants is
somewhat expected in pandemics like this one,”
said Acting Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Elizabeth
Urbantke. “The news of a screened positive variant
of concern locally reinforces how important it is to
continue following public health guidance.”

- Harmony Square – Skaters are required to sign in
using the City’s RecConnect online pre-registration
process.

While research suggests that VOCs are more
transmissible and may have the potential for more
severe illness, it is believed, at this time, that the
Health Canada-approved vaccines will still be effective
against them.

To learn more about COVID-19, how you can protect
yourself and what to do if you suspect you may be
at risk, please visit www.bchu.org/coronavirus or
visit Ontario's website to learn more about how
the province continues to protect Ontarians from
COVID-19.

On February 17, 2021, County of Brant’s Mayor David

- Religious services, weddings and funerals, 30 per
cent capacity indoors, 100 people outdoors

Despite the ongoing pandemic, the County of Brant
continues to be an attractive destination for new
businesses and has an excellent business retention
rate.

They are asking Brant County residents who would like
to join in the effort or learn more to visit: https://www.
facebook.com/100peoplewhocarebrantcounty or email
100WhoCareBrant@gmail.com

Submitted Media Release

- Organized supervised public events and gatherings:
50 people indoors, 100 people outdoors

- Face coverings required in indoor workplaces and
indoor public spaces

BCHU has moved to an enhanced contact management
model to help slow the spread of any VOCs. This
includes lower thresholds for determining high-risk
contacts and augmented asymptomatic testing
recommendations.

County of Brant Mayor David Bailey Awarded the
Economic Developers Council of Ontario Community
Influencer Award

- Private events and social gatherings: 10 people
indoors, 25 people outdoors

“The Economic Developers Council of Ontario
recognizes excellence in economic development
initiatives and leaders from Ontario communities,”
said Lidy Romanuk, 2021 President of EDCO. “The
announcement celebrates winning communities
of all sizes for a variety of economic development
projects. The County of Brant’s Mayor David Bailey
has been a champion for local businesses throughout
the COVID-19 pandemic and is an ambassador for
businesses in Brant. He serves on several Board
of Directors for both local and regional groups that
contribute to the economic success of Brant. It is our
pleasure to acknowledge Mayor Bailey as this year’s
Community Influencer.”

Susan Ritchie is founder of Adopt a Grandparent, a
program which, for the past 7 seasons, has donated
Christmas gifts to local seniors. Shawna Brown
Sharp, was co-chair for Springtime in Paris for 6
years and involved with the festival for ten. She has
also volunteered with many other Brant County
organizations. Donna Ireland assists with the Adopt a
Grandparent program and was interim secretary for
the Brant County Railway Heritage Museum.

“We are each strong in our own right, but we are
stronger together”

shutdown order in effect since December 26, 2020 to
the Orange-Restrict level of the updated COVID-19
Response Framework: Keeping Ontario Safe and
Open. This means enhanced measures, restrictions
and enforcements will remain in place to avoid the
need for additional closures. Below are some of the
general public health measures that will be enforced
related to gatherings, workplace requirements and
face coverings:

Beginning today, the BCHU COVID-19 dashboard
will begin tracking VOC cases of COVID-19 in our
community.

City of Brantford to Reopen in ‘Orange – Restrict’
Level Beginning February 16th
Submitted Media Release

On Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at 12:01 a.m., the City
of Brantford will transition from the provincewide

- Face coverings are strongly recommended.

Residents are reminded to STAY OFF frozen
stormwater ponds! Water levels and flows change
rapidly making skating and other activities on these
water bodies extremely dangerous. Run-off of road
salts into these ponds also makes the ice thinner and
weaker. Learn more at brantford.ca/Stormwater.
Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre and Brantford & District
Civic Centre
Public access to pools and fitness programs at the
Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre (WGSC) will reopen
Tuesday February 16, 2021. The City’s RecConnect
online pre-registration process remains the same. All
user-groups will be contacted regarding pre-booked
rentals.
The indoor walking track will reopen Wednesday
February 17 with pre-registration required. Please go
to RecConnect on the City’s website to pre-register.
Winter swim lessons at WGSC that were set to begin
in early January will now resume the week of February
22, 2021. WGSC staff will contact registrants with
additional details.
All Lifeguard and Leadership courses that were to take
place prior to February 18, 2021 will be rescheduled
or cancelled. Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre staff will be
in contact with registrants with additional details. All
courses that were to take place beginning February
19, 2021 will resume as scheduled. Additional classes
will be added and posted on the City’s RecConnect site.

MARCH 2021
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MARCH 2021 BSCENE EVENT GUIDE
Please visit bscene.ca for a more complete listing of events, cancellations, postponements and new dates.
Make sure to check with the Event Organizers for more details.
DATE
March 1 - 31

EVENT NAME

LOCATION

START TIME

Weekly Food Sales at Village Polonaise (Brantford Polish Hall, order deadline Wed. 9pm, P/U Fri. 4-5pm call Rick at 226.802.1597 or email foodorder@brantfordpolishhall.ca

CATEGORY
Community

Wed. March 3, 10 & 17

Ukulele 101 (Feb. 10 - March 17)

reg. http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9026&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/02/01 - on zoom

Thurs. March 4, 11, 18 & 25

Karaoke with Gord

Brantford Polish Hall

06:00 PM

Entertainment

Thurs. March 4, 11, 18 & 25

A Place To Be (virtual community drop-in space on zoom)

reg. http://bit.ly/BelongingBrant

07:00 PM

Community

Thurs. March 4, 11, 18 & 25

Trivia Night (County of Brant Public Library)

https://crowd.live/GKTJ8

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Fri. March 5 - April 23

Strengthen Your Mind: A Course on Memory Enhancement (Cty. of Brant Public Library)

reg. http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9010&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/02/01 - on zoom

10:00 AM

Education

Tuesday, March 2

Healthy You (8 wks. - County of Brant Public Library)

call 519.442.9834 to register.

01:00 PM

Education

Tuesday, March 2

Zoom Basics (Brant Skills Centre)

reg. email elisha@brantskillscentre.org or call 519.758.1664

01:00 PM

Education

Tuesday, March 2

Starting Seeds (County of Brant Public Library)

reg. http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9099&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/03/01 - on zoom

07:00 PM

Education

Wednesday, March 3

Healthy Eating from the Pantry by Zoom (Grand River Council on Aging)

reg. 519.754.0777 ext 439 or email admin@grcoa.ca

10:00 AM

Education

Wednesday, March 3

East Ward Echo Place Neighbourhood Association 2021 Meeting

Meeting links will be provided each month for Zoom.

06:30 PM

Education

Wednesday, March 3

Novice Artist’s Workshop Series: Crocheting (County of Brant Public Library)

reg. http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9006&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/03/01

07:00 PM

Education

Thursday, March 4

Windows 10 Basics, 1 of 2 (Brant Skills Centre, Part 2 Thurs. March 11, 9:00-11:00am)

reg. email elisha@brantskillscentre.org or call 519.758.1664

9:00 AM

Education

Friday, March 5

World Day of Prayer 2021 - Vanuatu

Zoom link on https://sydenham-heritage.ca website calendar

10:30 AM

Community

Friday, March 5

First Friday with author Mary M. Cushnie-Mansour

Grace Gallery

05:30 PM

Education

Friday, March 5

Sylvarado

Brantford Polish Hall

06:00 PM

Entertainment

Friday, March 5

World Day of Prayer 2021 - Vanuatu

Zoom link on https://sydenham-heritage.ca website calendar

07:00 PM

Community

Saturday, March 6

World Lymphedema Day

http://lymphontario.ca for more information

Saturday, March 6

Kids Can Fly Storybook Picnic

tickets: https://www.kidscanfly.ca/storybook-breakfast-picnic-2021/ or call 519.448.1713

Sunday, March 7

Gel Plate Printmaking (adults)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House)

01:00 PM

Education

Tuesday, March 9

Food Forests (County of Brant Public Library)

reg. http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9100&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/03/01

07:00 PM

Education

Wednesday, March 10

Nova Vita Celebrates International Women’s Day 2021

tickets: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/nova-vita-celebrates-international-womens-day-2021-virtually-tickets-138862145415

Wednesday, March 10

Canvas Creations: Travel with the Heron (County of Brant Public Library)

reg. http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9074&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/03/01

8:00 AM

Education

Wednesday, March 10

Brant Writes - Writing Club

reg. https://bit.ly/BrantWritesMarch10 Zoom Link emailed to you

07:00 PM

Education

Thursday, March 11

Windows 10 Basics, 2 of 2 (Brant Skills Centre)

reg. email elisha@brantskillscentre.org or call 519.758.1664

9:00 AM

Education

Thursday, March 11

Digital Desk: Bridging the Basics (March 11 - April 15, Brant Skills Centre)

reg. before March 8 - email elisha@brantskillscentre.org or call 519.758.1664

05:45 PM

Education

Friday, March 12

Hwy 24

Brantford Polish Hall

06:00 PM

Entertainment

Saturday, March 13

Tales from the Lab (adults, & Sun. March 14)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House)

01:30 PM

Education

Monday, March 15

File Organization and Management (Brant Skills Centre)

reg. email elisha@brantskillscentre.org or call 519.758.1664

9:00 AM

Education

Tuesday, March 16

Office in a Flash (Brant Skills Centre, Tues. March 16 - April 20, 1-3pm)

reg. email elisha@brantskillscentre.org or call 519.758.1664

01:00 PM

Education

Tuesday, March 16

Novice Artist’s Workshop Series: Drawing and Cartooning (County of Brant Public Library)

reg. begins Feb. 16 at 12:00pm - http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9007&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/03/01

07:00 PM

Education

Wednesday, March 17

Easy Steps to Improve Bone Health (Grand River Council on Aging)

reg. email admin@grcoa.ca or phone 519.754.0777 ext. 439 - on zoom

10:00 AM

Education

Wednesday, March 17

Building Your Online Job Portfolio (Brant Skills Centre, Wed. & Thurs. March 17 - April 8, 1-3pm)

reg. email elisha@brantskillscentre.org or call 519.758.1664

01:00 PM

Education

Friday, March 19

iPad Basics Series (Brant Skills Centre, Fri. March 19 - April 16, excl. April 2, 9:30am - 12:00pm)

reg. email elisha@brantskillscentre.org or call 519.758.1664

9:30 AM

Education

Friday, March 19

Voo Doo Kins

Brantford Polish Hall

06:00 PM

Entertainment

Thursday, March 23

Online Photo Storage and Sharing (Brant Skills Centre)

reg. email elisha@brantskillscentre.org or call 519.758.1664

01:00 PM

Education

Tuesday, March 23

Soil Nutrients (County of Brant Public Library)

reg. http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9032&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/03/01

07:00 PM

Education

Wednesday, March 24

Canvas Creations: Textured Multimedia Canvas (County of Brant Public Library)

reg. http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9075&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/03/01

8:00 AM

Education

Wednesday, March 24

Artists in Conversation with Susan Aglukark

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Friday, March 26

Baby Zoomers 2: An Isolated Comedy (Paris Performers’ Theatre)

facebook - https://www.facebook.com/parisperformerstheatre

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Friday, March 26

Powerglide

Brantford Polish Hall

06:00 PM

Entertainment

Sunday, March 28

Inks and Stains (adults)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House)

10:00 AM

Education

Tuesday, March 30

Cyber Safety (Brant Skills Centre)

reg. email elisha@brantskillscentre.org or call 519.758.1664

01:00 PM

Education

Tuesday, March 30

Virtual Book Club (County of Brant Public Library)

reg. https://bit.ly/VirtualBookClubMarch30 Zoom Link emailed to you

02:00 PM

Education

Wednesday, March 31

Protecting Yourself From Scams (Grand River Council on Aging)

reg. email admin@grcoa.ca or phone 519.754.0777 ext. 439 - on zoom

10:00 AM

Education

Thursday, April 1

Ichthys Theatre Productions presents Sherlock Holmes and The April Fool’s Day Adventure

more info. https://www.facebook.com/ICHTHYSTheatre/

07:00 PM

The Arts

Wednesday, April 7

East Ward Echo Place Neighbourhood Association 2021 Meeting

Meeting links will be provided each month for Zoom.

06:30 PM

Education

Weight room and fitness class patrons will be limited
to 10 participants at one time. Participants must wear
face coverings in the weight room and fitness classes
while moving from one area to another. Face coverings
may be temporarily removed during physical activity
however, we strongly recommend that they are worn
during less-intensive activities such as lifting weights
and stretching.
Increased physical distancing measures of three
(3) metres must be maintained between fitness
participants in each fitness classes and while using
the weight room at all times. Please note that where
three (3) metres is not possible, we ask that patrons
please avoid using equipment that is next to another
patron until it becomes available for use.
No spectators permitted (exemption for parent and
guardian supervision of children limited to one parent/
guardian per child under 18 years of age).
A 90-minute time restriction is in place for all

participants.
Individuals who live in other jurisdictions who are
already registered to play for a Brantford league/
team are permitted to play at a Brantford arena. For
example, a player who lives in Hamilton (currently in
Red-Control) is permitted to play at City arenas if he/
she is already on a Brantford team. However, entire
teams from other jurisdictions are not permitted to
play in City arenas (no matter what colour designation
level they are travelling from).
Upon the advice of the Brant County Health Unit
Medical Officer of Health (MOH), no games are
permitted with other teams/organizations outside
Brantford (no matter what colour designation level the
other team is travelling from) for at least two weeks
after reopening on February 16, 2021. The City will
consult with the MOH and announce updates regarding
play with teams/organizations outside of the City’s
jurisdiction before March 2, 2021.

With limitations in place it is even more important that
participants arrive for their pre-booked time slot. If you
must cancel please we ask that you call us at 519-7569900 or email us at wgsc@brantford.ca to cancel at
least 24 hours in advance.
Participants for pool and fitness will be admitted into
the building five minutes before the pre-registered
start time while those using the arena will be admitted
ten minutes before the rental time. All participants are
asked to leave the areas as quickly as possible once
their program or rental time is completed.
Brantford and Area Sports Hall of Recognition remains
closed at this time.
Doug Snooks Eagle Place Community Centre Effective
February 22, 2021
The facility will be open for scheduled pickle ball
activities. Users will be required to pre-register and
come prepared, as no dressing rooms will be available
at this time. Sign-in will be required 15 minutes prior

10:00 AM

Education

Education
Community

Community

to the activity start time. Physical distancing and
face coverings measures in place as well as strict
sanitization and enhanced cleaning and disinfecting
practices.
Online City Services
Many services can be requested and addressed using
one of our comprehensive online forms, meaning
you can conveniently request a City service from the
comfort of your home. Review the list of Popular City
Services available online. Use the City’s online form to
report an issue or request a non-urgent City service.
For general enquiries, please email the Customer
Contact Centre or call 519-759-4150.
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Tea
Tasting
March 20th
11am to 4pm
Come and join us.
Many teas to try

Follow Us
@steves_teas
519-755-0177
www.stevesteas.com

Photo: J Lee/Unsplash

783 Colborne St East
Unit #2 Brantford.

SAKURA - THE JAPANESE CHERRY
BLOSSOM FESTIVAL

LANA BURCHELL
link stevesteas.com
Japan is renowned for its gorgeous cherry blossom festivals.
The trees come alive with pink and white blossoms which start
blooming in late March in northern Japan in Sapporo and can be
followed to the southern region of Hiroshima to Kumamoto in
mid-April 1. The actual blooming of the cherry blossoms is called
Sakura. These trees can be found all over Japan, as common as
the Canadian maple trees. The ceremonial art of viewing these
trees is called Hanami, and dates back more than a thousand
years. It started in the 8th century with the careful ponderance of
the plum tree, but in the 11th century the focus switched to the
cherry blossom tree 2. Millions of people go to enjoy the cherry
blossom season and celebrate with picnics and family barbeques
as an annual event.
There is also figurative significance of the cherry blossom as it’s
said that it represents the temporary status of beauty. People of
ancient and postmodern times sit to “appreciate the beauty of the
blossoms, the essence of life and the changing seasons,” as the
blossoms only last for a week or two. While we can’t stamp our

passports to go and enjoy Japan’s Cherry Blossom Festival,
there are numerous ways we can enjoy the blossoms in our own
backyard;
1.

Beckett-Glaves Funeral Home, 88 Brant Ave

2.

Spencer Smith Park, 1400 Lakeshore Rd., Burlington

3.

Bayfront Park, 200 Harbour Front Dr., Hamilton

4.

Royal Botanical Gardens, 680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington

5.

Gage Park, 1000 Main St. E., Hamilton

And I would be remiss to say that we now carry Sakura Green, a
delicate balance of light green tea and aromatic rose petals, and
Kyoto Cherry Green, a fragrant mélange of green tea and cherry
blossoms. Happy sipping!

1

https://www.jrailpass.com/blog/best-cherry-blossom-spots-in-japan

https://www.onthegotours.com/ca/Japan/Guide-to-cherry-blossomfestival

2

BSCENE

PUZZLES

SUDOKU

How To Play:
Complete the grid so each column, row and
3 X 3 box (with bold borders) contains every number 1 to 9.

250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
 Wine
ben@positanowine.com
 Beer
www.positanowine.com
positanowinesandcoffee
 Gift Cards

Difficulty Level : 1
Used with permission from http://en.top-sudoku.com
For solution see page 11

86 Dalhousie St. Brantford
519-304-7090
ninenorth.ca@gmail.com
www.ninenorth.ca





●
●
●
●

Voice Over Services
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com
yvonne@roundtablepr.com
Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

ADVERTISING
WORKS...
YOU JUST PROVED IT!
PUT YOUR BUSINESS CARD IN
FRONT OF THOUSANDS OF EYES!
10,000 copies every month
Available at 450 locations in Brantford,
Brant County & Six Nations
Contact: Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 jason@bscene.ca

MARCH 2021
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COME COOK WITH US IN OUR SHARED COMMERCIAL KITCHEN
Chef Jeulz is our Commercial Kitchen
Manager who oversees all processes in
our shared kitchen space. Chef Jeulz is a
talented Double Red Seal Chef and is also a
Food Services Consultant available to assist
with the growing pains of a new business.
She has a watchful eye and strict cleanliness
and sanitary expectations for her safe,
certified, extremely clean kitchen and keeps
all maintenance processes up to date for this
busy operation.

	link
facebook
instagram
email

ourkitchenbrantford.ca
OurKitchenBrantford
ourkitchenbrantford
info@ourkitchenbrantford.ca

Our Kitchen Brantford is a shared commercial kitchen that has its home at 20 Roy Blvd Unit #34, in
Brantford. Plus, we have a delightful Food Shop, which is open Monday – Friday 11am – 6pm, with our
Saturday Market day from 9:30 – 3pm.
Unless you have actually been to our location to pick up food, you may be surprised to see what is
behind our doors. Unique food entrepreneurs share the space in the back (commercial kitchen) to
create their specialties. Our membership consists of Chefs, Home Cooks, Caterers, Bakers, Specialty
Makers of Hot Sauce, Jams and Jellies, Pierogis, Cabbage Rolls, Plant Based and Vegan Foods,
Cookie Dough AND Gluten Free items. There is so much talent in Our Kitchen!
Upon entering, you will meet Amanda, our Food Shop Specialist. Amanda is our Ray of Sunshine
and she will get your order, lead you to lunch or tell you all about our amazing kitchen and food
specialists. Plus, she’ll easily sell you on the amazing baking, fabulous meals from our cooler,
cabbage rolls, pierogis, gluten free items, amazing delights from our freezer, and show you the hot
sauces, dip mixes, soup mixes, relishes, jams and jellies on our shelves.

Roxanne is our Commercial Kitchen
Food Shop Manager and Special Events
Consultant who takes care of acquiring
all the information needed for small food
businesses to start in Our Kitchen and
receive certification. If you are interested
in joining our membership and starting or
growing a food business, please call Roxanne and she will guide you through the process. 519-7576527
Submitted Photo

CATHERINE JELLY-FERRAR

Our Kitchen Brantford has just been inspected by The Brant County Health Unit and we are proud to
say that we have passed again with flying colours. Each food company within our membership is
getting re-certified so that their names will be posted on the Brant County Health site as inspected
and the date completed.
We are extremely proud of our successful membership. A full list of our members is on our website
and available at Our Kitchen Brantford. www.ourkitchenbrantford.ca
Please follow our Instagram, Like our Facebook Page and our membership pages. And you can see
our daily posts for Our Kitchen Brantford and our membership shenanigans.

Call Amanda at 519-732-0629 to place your orders. She would love to help you with your food orders!

It would be a great pleasure to meet you and have you join our talented membership.

At the lunch bar, you will find some amazing culinary talent offering amazing lunch specials. You may
find other Members cooking their specialty in our front kitchen with pies coming straight from the
oven to our customers.

Food is Love.
Come Cook With Us!

WELCOME TO BSCENE... NOW IN YOUR HOME!
A MESSAGE FROM THE PUBLISHER
JASON FREEZE

twitter @Jason Freeze
facebook jason.freeze
🔗 BScene.ca
Hello everyone and welcome to the March 2021
edition of BScene. For those of you who know
us, we have some big news to share! And to
those of you enjoying our paper for the first time,
welcome to our #BRANTastic community of
readers!
For the past six years, we've been showcasing
our community through our hundreds of drop
location partners, where readers would pick
up their papers. But with everything going on
these days, we decided to switch up our delivery
system and drop directly to people's homes
through Canada Post.
We're certainly excited to be starting up this new
delivery system. And we hope you'll enjoy it too!

Each month, we'll be rotating our delivery
route around the community. Plus we'll still
be delivering papers to a select group of drop
spots in different areas as well. And for those
folks wanting the paper in their mailbox every
month, we're starting up a new subscription
service for our April edition! So head on over to
www.bscene.ca to enter your details and help to
support your local paper!
As always, you can connect with us online as
well. Just head on over to www.bscene.ca and
you can check out our online Event Guide and the
digital copy of the paper. You can also join our
free, monthly email newsletter to get the online
version of the paper too. And you can join us for
updates on our Social Media channels
@BScenePaper.
There’s lots of ways to stay connected with us
and learn about our local community. So we
hope that you’ll enjoy a #BRANTastic read with
us each month!
Stay safe and stay healthy,
Jason – Owner of BScene

Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network
of Engaged Community Members

Jason Freeze

jason@bscene.ca

226.802.2299
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GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!
HUMAN RESOURCES

BUSINESS SERVICES

MANAGING THE PERFORMANCE
REVIEW PROCESS

VIRTUAL PRESENTATION TIPS

Employee Performance reviews are a very
important but often overlooked part of your
Employee Management process.
Regular Performance Reviews help keep
employees on the right track with direction
and goals that will lead to their continuous
improvement and provide career advancement
opportunities. They also provide tools for the
clarification of expectations and priorities, and
for monitoring performance. The Performance
Review is designed to give ownership
for performance and development to
individuals. The process draws attention to the
contributions made, past and present, by every
individual in achieving company objectives.
Criteria for the Performance Reviews must be
based upon performance standards, goals and
objectives identified in employees’ respective
job descriptions. It is very important that your
employees are aware of any criteria that will
be used to rate their performance, for example
sales targets or number of projects completed.

KATHRYN KISSINGER
two-way communication between employees
and management regarding performance and
personal development. Both managers and
employees should be encouraged to engage in
open and honest dialogue both at the review
meetings and all year round.
There should be no surprises at the
performance review meeting. Ongoing,
informal coaching and feedback should be
encouraged.
At the end of the meeting, employees and
managers should set objectives for future
activity which allows individual, team and/or
departmental objectives to be aligned closely to
the strategic and operational plans.
If your business needs help on these or other
Human Resources issues, please reach out to us
for a free half-hour consultation!

The performance review process should also
be user-friendly. There should be guidance
notes to support managers with the process
and training should be made available to
those who will be doing the reviews to prevent
unintentional bias. This will help ensure that
the process is non-discriminatory, transparent
and consistently applied, but most importantly
that all development activity is aligned with the
strategic business objectives.

Virtual meetings and presentations are the new
normal for many businesses. Enterprise Brant
has been hosting virtual committee meetings and
staff meetings for the past year to keep operations
running. When planning our recent (and first!) public
virtual event, we assumed we knew what we were
doing. We learned that there is a lot of background
and planning to make a virtual event a success.
Public speaking tricks are similar for in-person and
virtual events, however, there is one key difference.
With a virtual event, your audience is not stuck with
you for the duration of the event. They are more likely
to be distracted if they are not engaged.
To make your virtual presentation stimulating and
keep your audience involved, here are some tricks
we discovered:
•

•

•

Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254
kissingerhrservices.com

The process should be designed to facilitate

•

Check your internet connection
Plug in directly to your modem and use a free
online platform. Ideally your upload speed is
above 7 mbps.
Lighting is important
The presenter needs to be visible. Make sure
there is enough lighting. While natural lighting
is the best choice, if it’s not available try using
additional lighting.

Limit background noise
Try to be in a quiet, low traffic room. If at home,
avoid being near an open window or front door
with unplanned deliveries. Do a sound check
before you begin.

CREATING ACTIVE LEARNERS

We had a customer call us last week during
the snowstorm and their phone was not
charging. This was the only phone they had,
and they were stranded until their family could
get there to shovel them out. We were able
to deliver a new charging cord that solved
the problem, but it made us think about what
happens if we have a big storm that shuts
down our business or you have an emergency
after hours.

Academic success isn’t about passing that next test.
It’s about really understanding a concept and having
an active mind to be able to ask the right questions.
Oxford Learning students learn the critical skills they
need to be successful now and in the future. Some of
these skills include active listening, note-taking, and
reflecting.

•

•

Will the phone work with your current
carrier? Older phones were locked to
the carrier meaning that it will only work
with the one carrier. If you have switched
cellphone service providers, you may
have to unlock the phone from your old
provider.
Check that the battery on your back
up phone will hold a charge. The
simplest way to check this is to charge

Practise
Know what you want to say and how you are
going to say it. Remember to pace yourself, use
animations and be yourself!

•

Recruit a back-up crew
Another person to help respond to questions or
transition between platforms is useful

Keep your content concise and meaningful as your
audience’s time is valuable. For the extra piece of
mind during our event we outsourced a production
company that eliminated a lot of our concerns.
Remember, like in-person events, no event is ever
perfect.
Enterprise Brant provides financing and business
consultations to support businesses in Brantford
Brant. Need assistance? Call us!

Need help? Call us! 519-752-4636.

Enterprise Brant
330 West Street , Unit 10
519.752.4636
enterprisebrant.com

communications@enterprisebrant.com

Office hours: 8:30 to 4:30, M-F

EDUCATION

DO YOU HAVE A BACK UP PHONE?

There are a few things to check with your back
up phone to make sure that it will be ready to
go when you need it.

•

Choose the right background
Keep the background professional and
minimize clutter. You do not want to distract
from your message.

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

Most of us have old phones sitting in our desk
drawers that can act as a back up phone in the
case of an emergency or if you do not have an
old phone there are some inexpensive used
phones that would work as a back up. A back
up phone would give you the peace of mind
that if your phone is inoperable you could still
make a phone call to get some help.

DENISE BAKER

STEVE & LORRAINE GARNHAM
the phone and leave it on and see how
long the battery lasts. A quick check is
to play a 20 minute you tube video your
battery should not drop more that 5 to
7 %. If it drops more, you may want to
consider a new battery.
•

Make sure you have a sim tool to open
the sim tray to transfer your sim card
from one phone to the other. A metal
paper clip will do the trick if you cannot
find the little tool that came with your
phone.

If you have any questions about using an old
phone as a backup, please contact us at CPR
Cell Phone Repair Brantford.

185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford
519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

“The beautiful thing about learning is that no one
can take it away from you.”
BB King

Active listening is an essential skill for success.
Students spend a lot of time at school listening to their
teachers talk. To listen successfully, they must focus
and actively participate in the process of listening.
Listening to understand what is being heard and to
make connections to known information.
Oxford Learning students learn the value of active
listening skills and learn how to become a motivated
active listener. Students identify distractions and are
taught strategies for dealing with those distractions.
Note-taking skills become increasingly more
important for managing the increased workloads and
more complicated concepts of school. Active notetaking means copying down information and sorting
and categorizing the information by highlighting main
ideas, identifying themes, and using skills such as
summarizing and paraphrasing. Developing these
skills early and integrating them into a regular school
routine will ensure students are prepared for all of the
challenges of high school and post-secondary school.
Oxford Learning students learn the basics of notetaking by dating every page, scanning for the main
idea, and applying a proprietary study technique called
SQ-RCRC which is a starting point for building active
note-taking skills.
Last Six is a technique used to help students reflect
and verbalize. It ensures students think actively about

TIFFANY BERE
learning and helps them remember information
longer. More than simple repetition, Last Six supports
the transfer of the skills being taught at Oxford
Learning to home and school.
Last Six Helps Students:
•

Become Active Learners

•

Discuss Learning Concepts

•

Increase Retention

•

Remember Information Longer

Oxford Learning programs teach students many
strategies that they need to be active learners which
leads to success in the classroom, with homework,
and with test taking.
Contact us for more information on our programs
as well as our new Virtual Table™ Teaching
Sessions!

All Ages. All Grades. All Subjects.
1084 Rest Acres Rd., Paris, ON N3L 0B5
519.209.8099 oxfordlearning.com
paris@oxfordlearning.com

BSCENE IS PROUD TO OFFER ADVICE FROM LOCAL EXPERTS FOR ISSUES IMPORTANT TO YOU. THE ADVICE PROVIDED IS THAT OF THE PARTICIPANT AND IS NOT ENDORSED, NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OPINION OF BSCENE.
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CHALLE

facebook twitter instagram
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YOUNG SONGSTRESS WITH
HER SIGHTS ON THE WORLD
with the world.  
She now has two original singles. “She’s Alright” discusses young love,
heartbreak, and moving on. “My Goodbye” brings awareness to some of the
struggles and mental health issues teens are faced with today. Both singles
have garnered
international
attention, aired on
London’s Country
104, Montreal’s
KRAC Radio, Lonely
Oak Radio California,
Wyoming‘s
Cowboy Joe Radio,
Australia’s Banks
Radio, England’s
382 Radio, and
Germany’s Radio
TFSC (where she
landed #10 on their
daily top 24).

BSCENE

MUSIC SCENE

RENEE VANDERHARST
Maddisyn Challe describes her style as “primarily a mix of pop and country;
music that hopefully touches people.” The
impressive 16-year-old singer songwriter
from Brantford has the ambition and talent to
make a name for herself in the industry. She
started exploring the arts at the age of six,
modeling and acting with a reputable agency
in Toronto. At that time her idol was “Hannah
Montana.” Over a decade later, her focus, idols,
and goals have evolved.  
“At around 13, I started singing lessons in
Branford. I quickly realized it’s my passion. I
began working in Toronto with a vocal coach
and a producer. Since then, I’ve started writing.
That's what led me to where I am now, and
where I want to go in the future.”
Maddisyn started with covers; songs and
artists that matched her own style and
vocal timbre. Her favourites include Lauren
Daigle's "You Say” and “Hang Man” by Miranda
Lambert. It didn’t take long for the teen to
realize that while she enjoys doing covers, she
also has words of her own she wants to share

When asked how
she balances laying
down roots for
her career as a
musician and the
responsibilities and
expectations put
on a teenager in
southern Ontario
she sweetly and genuinely laughed and said “I’m lucky. I go to a very
supportive school. I’ve had lots of opportunities within Assumption College.
They even played my song “My Goodbye” outside
on the PA system one day when I was driving up to
school. I have a very supportive group of friends. My
family is great, driving me around, being there for
me every step along the way. They get so excited
for me when I want to try something.”   
It’s obvious when talking with Maddisyn’s mom
Wendy that they are extremely proud – not just
of her daughter’s talent and drive, but how she is
using her gift. “She's had messages from people, all
over the world, reaching out over social media, to
say that Maddisyn’s lyrics have touched them, have
helped them. I think that's huge.”
Maddisyn has another original song scheduled for
release in early March.

instagram Maddimusic05
youtube MaddiMusic
twitter maddisyn_22
facebook Maddi Music
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Brantford Farmers’ Market
79 Icomm Drive

519.752.8824
 BrantfordFarmersMarket

Open All Winter

●
●
Fridays 9:00am - 2:00pm
●
Saturdays 7:00am - 2:00pm ●

produce ● meats
cheese ● pastries
gifts
● lunch counter
and much more

MARCH 2021
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230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

Burgers & Fries | Wings | Poutine | Wraps

Goo’s Delivers

Experienced In Safe & Healthy Childcare. Before & Now.
As a licensed home childcare Agency, Wee Watch has always adhered to
the required standards for health and safety in our care homes. The
safety and well being of children and Providers is our first priority, that is
why we exceed many requirements and have added additional protocols
during the pandemic.

SOLUTION

to our Sudoku puzzle
(Page 6)

Wee Watch — Exceptional Homes.
Extraordinary Care.
Brantford-Brant 519-758-2703
weewatch.com

35yrs

The Brantford Symphony Orchestra
Book Fair Committee presents
their first-time ever

ONLINE AUCTION!

March 20-29
Auction link:
www.32auctions.com/bsobookfair2021
For more information, please go to
www.brantfordsymphony.ca
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LET’S CELEBRATE FAMILY LITERACY DAY
WITH RUTH OHI
CHRISTINE MACARTHUR

twitter @brantlibrary
instagram brantcountypubliclibrary
Dreaming of warm weather, adventure, and a chance to do more
than stay at home? The County of Brant Public Library can help
you upgrade your next family experience. Did you know that they
lend an amazing range of gear and gadgets, and it’s all free with
your library card membership? Bring home everything you need
for an EPIC family adventure:
1.

2.

Grab your Ontario Provincial Parks Day Pass. This
Ontario Parks vehicle day pass gives you unlimited daily
entries for one vehicle plus all its passengers at over
100 operating provincial parks (not good for overnight
stays). Borrow it for two weeks!
Pack the car with fun activities! Experience the
challenge of Letterboxing for the first time, and
introduce your kids to the outdoor life with a Fishing
Backpack, Hiking Backpack, or Insect Hunting kit.

THE ART AND SCIENCE OF SELF-REGULATION

link cognitivedynamics.ca
twitter @cognitivedynamics
instagram cognitivedynamics
Changing the way we think… about communication.
“All Behaviour is Communication” (L.R. Knost)
Self-Regulation is about understanding energy and tension levels as they
are communicated through our words and actions. In other words - Our
behaviour.
We must first look to the Science of self-regulation to recognize the
body’s physiological responses. There are universal telltale signs within
our nervous system that are indicative of being stressed. The Art lies in
what we do with what we’ve learned about those responses. How do we
soothe? Where do we find calm? What do we do to restore? What can we
do to prepare for the next occasion?
World renowned Psychologist Robert Thayer studied the biological roots
of human moods and the role they play in our everyday interactions. He
proposed the idea of simultaneously looking at a person’s energy and
tension levels as seen in the matrix below.
Conceptually then, one’s energy/tension level would place them (at least
temporarily) in one of these four quadrants. It should also be pointed out
(as if we didn’t already know) that our energy levels and tension levels
fluctuate throughout the day, week, etc…. It is not a “Fixed-state.”

Submitted graphic

JOE PERSIA

Someone for example would respond to a situation very differently if they
were highly stressed and were lacking in energy (placing them in the LE/
HT quadrant), compared to how they might respond if they were far less
stressed and felt energetic (thereby situating them in the LT/HE grid).
There are few things more pervasive than “stress.” It is EVERYWHERE.
First of all, we need to recognize that not ALL stress is bad. To a certain
degree, it is motivating, or exhilarating, and causes us to act when we
need to or, perform a task that we know needs to be done. When we
are at peace, or in a calm state we are said to be in our optimal range
or homeostasis. However, when something occurs and our body
needs to use energy to return us to that optimal range, THAT is said
to be a stressor. Think of a furnace and thermostat as a metaphor.
The Thermostat has an optimal range, but when the ambient room
temperature deviates from that range, the furnace either must turn on or
off depending on what it is relative to that homeostatic range.
So too, do we respond to “stress” in a similar way. We feel the need to
amp up our energy consumption to meet the demands of the situation,
or we feel the need to reduce the demands on our energy consumption.
Future articles will see me discuss Stress and how our understanding
of that stress can and will help us communicate more effectively through
our own behaviour, and understand the behaviour of others through a
new lens.

Submitted photo

link brantlibrary.ca
facebook brantlibrary

Outdoor Activity Kits can be borrowed for two weeks at
a time.
3.

Planning a trip to the beach? Fulfill your treasurehunting fantasies by bringing along a Metal Detector!

Explore the library’s range of gear and gadgets by visiting www.
brantlibrary.ca/gear and place holds online using your library
card and PIN. Items may be picked up at any Brant Library branch
location. Curbside pickup is still available if you prefer not to
come inside right now.
In the meantime, keep positive and healthy during the long month
of March by bringing home a HappyLight LED Light Therapy
Lamp—just another incredible item you can borrow from your
County of Brant Public Library.
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For all your
Accounting and
Taxation needs.

Sponsored by
HEATHER VANNER
link crs-help.ca/foodbank
Facebook brantfordfoodbank
Twitter @crsbrantford
As we are now in March, it has been a year since the pandemic
began. The Brantford Food Bank has continued to remain open
through-out the pandemic, ensuring food support is available to
anyone who needs help.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Over the past year, we have provided help to individuals and
families that have needed emergency food support, as well as
offering partnership to 15 Community Food Share members. These
organizations also provide food access to the community’s most
vulnerable. In total, we have provided over a 1,000,000 pounds of
food to our community. This is a record for us.

With the tremendous support of our community we have been able
to help provide food access to individuals and families through this
past year. The next year will continue to be a challenge, but with the
continued help from our community, we will meet the challenges
ahead.
Please visit www.crs-help.ca/foodbank for more information or to
donate.

Photo Nico Smit/Unsplash

We have increased services available to individuals and households
throughout COVID 19, with delivery options now available. We are
also providing more food, up to a 5 day supply, plus extra food when
available. While we initially saw the number of households using
the food bank decrease at the beginning of the pandemic, we have
seen this number increase through the fall and winter.

Assurance & Accounting
Business Valuation
Estate Planning
Financial Planning
Information Technology
Succession Planning
Taxation

519 759 3511

www.millards.com

DREAM IT BE IT - STRONG-HER TOGETHER
network of amazing and strong women as well as the
support of area partners, volunteers, donors and even
our neighbouring Haldimand Norfolk club!

RENEE VANDERHARST
link soroptimistgranderie.ca
instagram granderie_soroptimist
facebook grand-erie-soroptimist
These are challenging times, but even when the global
pandemic is over, our young women will still face
the unique challenges and obstacles that go along
with being a woman. That’s why, despite Covid-19,
for the 7th year in a row Soroptimist International
Grand Erie is proud to announce we are offering our
signature Dream It, Be It event for Secondary School
girls in our community.
Is there a young woman in your life, currently in
secondary school? What would best help her as she
heads off to College, University or Trade School? What
lessons, tools, and advice would you share with her?
Dream It, Be It: Career Support for Girls helps young
women grow up to be strong, successful, happy
adults. It provides girls with access to professional
role models, career education and the resources to
live their dreams. Soroptimist International Grand
Erie works to make this possible thanks to a global

The local club has been working with a steering
committee of local girls at their on-line THINK TANKS
to learn what tools, topics, and resources they are
most interested in. At the virtual event, there will be
a Speakers Panel with professional women from the
traditional to non-traditional vocations. Our keynote
speaker is Leah den Bok, a published 20-year-old
photographer talking about using her skill and passion
to help 'Humanize the Homeless'. In 2020 her “Covid
Mask” photo was used globally. Leah will share her
experience about endurance, challenges, and finding
beauty in strength.
Other aspects of this event include information about
applying for OSAP, how to create and
stick to a budget, and a resume and
interview workshop. Registered girls
will also be eligible for prizes, get
swag bags, and delivered ingredients
for a follow-along make your own
healthy lunch. While the event is
virtual there is limited “seating” so be
sure to save your spot by registering.
Not all girls will know what they want
to do for the rest of their lives, so the

skills girls develop can be applied to any goals that
girls identify in the future. Our curriculum focuses on
seven key areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Discovering Your Dreams
Exploring Careers
Creating Achievable Goals
Rising Above Obstacles
Turning Failure into Success
Balancing Your Stress
Putting Dreams into Action

Registration is open for this FREE VIRTUAL event for
secondary school girls
It’s happening Saturday April 10th 10:00 am to 2:30 pm
Learn more about our DREAM Programs and other
local and global projects that support women and
youth by visiting us online at soroptimistgranderie.ca.
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BSCENE

A LOOK BACK AT THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

BIG HAIR FOR LITTLE KIDS 2020
February 29, 2020 • Army Navy Airforce Club, Brantford • D Jason Freeze

QUILT OF BELONGING OPENING RECEPTION 2020
February 29, 2020 • Woodland Cultural Centre, Brantford D Jason Freeze
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STRONG START – CHANGING CHILDREN’S
LIVES BY HELPING THEM LEARN TO READ
interruptions from classroom learning. In addition to the children
who missed out on having the opportunity of Strong Start
support in 2020, a new cohort of struggling children will require
early reading intervention when our program is able to resume.

link strongstart.ca
facebook strong.start.to.reading
instagram strongstarttoreading
twitter @strong_start
Strong Start® Charitable Organization is a registered Canadian
charity that believes in changing children’s lives by helping then
learn to read. When a child learns to read at a young age it sets
the on a path for success not only in school but in life.
Our unique programs involve working with children directly in addition to providing
resources for families to support the development of strong literacy skills. The
Strong Start Letters, Sounds and Words™ program provides a literacy boost for
young learners aged 5-7 in our community as well as English language learners up
to age 10. Children are given
the opportunity to practice
and master early reading
skills on an individual basis
with a trained Volunteer
Coach using carefully
designed games, activities
and books. They have lots
of fun while the learning
happens, with measurable
results! The children’s selfesteem and confidence grows
as they see themselves as
successful learners.
“Strong Start has been an
invaluable addition to our
program at Cobblestone,”
said Sonia Kitchen, Learning
Resource Teacher at
Cobblestone School in Paris.
“This program gives children
an opportunity to work one
on one with our dedicated volunteers in a fun learning environment. It is also a
fantastic opportunity for community members to give back and make connections
within the school.”

It is likely that struggling readers who needed
individual help in the spring and fall of 2020
will experience even greater struggles in
the fall of 2021 after enduring so many

Submitted photos except as indicated.

The need for our programs has been compounded by COVID-19’s impact on
our school system. With intermittent school closures, children have missed an
unprecedented number of months of classroom instruction. The achievement
gap is widening due to the varying experiences of students during at-home
learning and the ability to receive individual
attention. As Emis Akbari, Adjunct Professor,
Ontario Institute for the Study of Education
(OISE), University of Toronto indicates,
“For the youngest children in our schools,
the cumulative effects of inequities are
particularly concerning. The interruption to
their learning is happening precisely at a time
when crucial developmental gains matter
most.”

Although parents and teachers have done their very best to
provide children with alternate learning options, significant
numbers of children will potentially struggle with learning during
their time away from the classroom. Many more children could
possibly fall even further behind in their acquisition of early
literacy skills and will require the literacy intervention that Strong
Start provides once schools are able to welcome volunteers
back into their buildings.
The Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic District School Board is planning to have
Strong Start Volunteers back into their schools starting at the end of February.
“We rely on the Strong Start Program and volunteers within our BHNCDSB schools
to provide further learning
experiences for students
when they are acquiring
critical literacy skills,” said
Sarah McIntosh, Student
Achievement Consultant:
Curriculum and Instruction
K-8 with the Brant Haldimand
Norfolk Catholic District School
Board. “The program provides
additional opportunities for
children to gain the skills
necessary to learn how to read
and we have seen measurable
gains in our students who have
gone through the Strong Start
program.”
Photo: Bem Mills/Unsplash

RUTH MILLS

Strong Start is offering
Volunteer Coach Training online for those who would like
to be ready to help children
learn to read when schools
are once again allowed to
welcome volunteers. To register, visit www.strongstart.ca and click on the link for
volunteers.
Strong Start is excited to share that it has just launched a collection of free online
resources for parents. These fun games and activities can be done at home, using
items and supplies that are often on hand and easily accessible. The resources
were developed by educators who specialize in early literacy. The games and
activities are highly adaptable and can be
used for children age 3 to age 9. To access
these resources, visit www.strongstart.ca and
click on the “Resources” tab at the top of the
homepage.
Strong Start is a beautiful example of
community rallying around its children to help
them learn to read. To find out more about
how you can get involved, please visit our
website or email Ruth Mills, Strong Start’s
Regional Program Coordinator for Brant,
Haldimand Norfolk at: rmills@strongstart.ca
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EVERYONE DESERVES A SAFE, DECENT AND AFFORDABLE HOME
can have a home they can afford
to buy. With our help, Habitat for
Humanity homeowners achieve
the strength, stability and selfreliance they need to build a better
life for themselves and their
families.

LYNDA HENRIKSEN
link habitatbn.org

Unite and build with us today! We

Facebook HabitatforHumanityBN

know people build communities.

pinterest brantrestore

When you reach out to partner

Twitter @HabitatBN

with us, you become part of the

homeownership plays a critical
role in helping families build

legacy of your community and

Submitted photos.

Safe, decent and affordable

global history. All funds raised
in Brant Norfolk support local
projects to benefit lower and

a foundation for a life with

volunteers, donors, skilled trades, neighbours,

improved circumstances, inherent with self-

government and business partners all working

moderate-income families ready to transform

determination, self-sufficiency and more

together we can change the trajectory of

their lives.

opportunities. As we've seen around the

the housing crisis and build more affordable

With the challenges and barriers far too

world, throughout the pandemic, a decent and

homes. Because of YOU, working individuals

many families and individuals are facing with

affordable home is also a core determinant

and families with a lower or moderate-income

affordable housing, we are embarking on our

of health. It lowers household

largest build project yet. To learn

stress and creates family stability.

more about partnerships and

Simply put, we cannot shelter

giving opportunities in support of

safely without a home that is

our Brantwood Park Road Project,

decent, affordable and fits our

(a 56 stacked townhouse build),

lives.

or any of our single-family home

We believe people have the power

build projects in Brantford, the

and the responsibility to shape
their community. With the help of

County of Brant or Norfolk County
please call us at 519-759-8600 or

volunteers and donors, Habitat for

email info@habitatbn.org

Humanity helps individuals and

To learn more about Habitat

families build their own homes

homeownership, volunteering,

and pay an affordable mortgage

giving or our ReStore please visit

geared to their income. With

www.habitatbn.org
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link novavita.org
facebook novavitabrant
instagram novavitabrant
twitter @novavitabrant
Brantford has the highest rate in Ontario and the fourth highest rate in
Canada for victims of police-reported cases of intimate partner violence
While this statistic may feel overwhelming, do not lose hope. The numbers
indicate that more victims of violence are speaking out. They suggest that
those who use abuse in their relationship may be seeking help to break the
cycle of violence. They also clearly link the growing and constant demand
from our community for our programs and services.
At Nova Vita we provide the necessary support that individuals and families
need to heal during a time of crisis. 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Our wraparound support can continue for months and even years after someone has
escaped an abusive relationship. Many will never stay in our emergency
shelter, and most will have other family members engaged in one of our
programs or receiving support as well.
OUR PROGRAMS & SERVICES: serving Brantford and the County of Brant
for over 35 years, Nova Vita provides safe shelter, security, and essential
support to individuals and families impacted by violence and homelessness.
24 Hour Crisis and Support Line at 519-752-HELP is available to
anyone in the community who has experienced violence or abuse in their
family or relationship.
24 Hour, 7 Days a Week Emergency Shelter is a 33 bed emergency
shelter with 18 bedrooms for women and children who have experienced
abuse or homelessness. The shelter provides a safe haven, meals,
support, respite, case management, safety planning, and referrals to other
community resources.
Transitional Support Program assists women and their children with
safety planning and transitioning from an abusive home to a life free of
violence.
Maria House Transitional Housing offers longer term housing with
additional support and counselling for women and their children transitioning
from the shelter.
Community Counselling Program for Women provides client-centred and
holistic individual and group counselling to women who have experienced
violence or abuse.
Family Court Support Program offers information, support, and system
navigation to individuals in the Family Court process.
Child Witness Program and Services provides individual and group

counselling to children
and adolescents who have
witnessed violence in their
home.
Differential Response
is a coordinated response
with Brant Family and Child
Services to assess, support,
and intervene with families
experiencing high-conflict and
domestic violence.
Caring Family Program
assists parents in developing
respectful adult relationships
and cooperative, positive coparenting approaches with their
children.
Challenge to Change
Program provides individual
and group interventions and
counselling to men who are,
or at risk of becoming abusive
towards their partner (including
Partner Assault Response
Program and SCRIBE).

Submitted graphics

ANNE RUDDELL

Community Outreach and Public Education deliver informative
presentations about domestic violence, healthy relationships, and Nova Vita
programs to schools, businesses, community organizations, and other local
service providers.
OUR MISSION: Nova Vita works to end interpersonal violence and abuse by
supporting individuals and families who have experienced domestic violence,
intimate partner violence, or gender-based violence through the provision
of crisis intervention, emergency shelter, transitional support, children’s
programs, and counselling; and by fostering accountability for those who
harm through intervention counselling, public education, and systemic
advocacy.
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE: You can help us to achieve OUR VISION
for a world where individuals, relationships, families, and communities are
safe, empowered and healthy.
Your next opportunity is March 10th at Nova Vita Celebrates International
Women’s Day 2021. In response to the global pandemic, we are bringing
our event to you in the comfort and safety of your own home. This virtual
experience will raise money, raise awareness, raise spirits, and raise
hope all in support of Nova Vita. Join others, like you, who want to make a
difference for women and families impacted by violence and homelessness.
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JACK JACKOWETZ

Satellite View of Five Oaks
and surrounding area.
(Source: Google maps)

twitter @jjackowetz
facebook @jjackowetz

FIVE OAKS
The area of the Brant County where Whitemans
Creek empties into the Grand River, what we know
today as Five Oaks, has been inhabited on and off
for thousands of years. The land, creek, and river
provided food and game for its inhabitants. It is
on ancient transportation routes to the west and
north.

period is marked by the use of
pottery and later the planting
of corn. The societies became
more organised and larger. Food
production became more reliable
and the larger villages remained
intact all year long.

The land to the north and west of Five Oaks is the
highest point in the County. Beneath the soils of
this area lies between 75 to 100 feet of sand and
gravel, which provide excellent drainage.

The Attawandarons moved into
the area in the 16th-century after
being driven out of New York State
by the Senecas. According to the
Jesuits, they numbered about
12,000 in 1641. They established
a large walled settlement named
Andrachoch near the mouth of
Whitemans Creek. They were
driven from the area in 1651 after
being annihilated by the Iroquois.
Of those that remained some were assimilated
by the Iroquois and the others migrated west to
Michigan and beyond.

Settlement along the Grand River and Whitemans
Creek area has been documented back to the end
of the Ice Age. The Palaeoindians first inhabited
the area. They clustered in small related-family
groups and followed the animals they hunted,
moving regularly. They left behind a few artefacts,
most notably finely-crafted lance-shaped spearpoints. The Archaic People evolved from the
Paleoindians. Initially they lived a subsistence
nomadic life. They developed a variety of stone
tools like axes and hammers and used bone to
fashion needles and hooks. They lived in larger
groups. Trading among groups began. Near the
end of this period, they lived in more permanent
settlements but dispersed in the winter to live
in family hunting camps. Their tools can still be
found in the area around Five Oaks. The Woodland

F. Douglas Reville’s The History of Brant County
described the Attawandaron occupied territory as
having been heavily forested and full of wild fruit
trees of vast variety, with nut trees, berry bushes,
and wild grape vines. Elk, caribou, black bear,
deer, wolves, foxes, martens and wild cats filled
the woods.
The area was used
by the Iroquois as an
extended hunting ground
and remained largely
uninhabited until 1690
when the Mississaugas
moved into the Grand
River Valley from the
north shore of Lake
Ontario.
Haudenosaunee
settlements were
established on both
sides of the Grand River
around the mouth of
Whitemans Creek. On
the east side of the river
was a village called Hot
Springs.

Map of the Strathmore Farm – Five Oaks Original property of Arnold Burrowes, Strathmore Farm. (Source: Tremaine’s Map
of the County of Brant, Canada West, 1859, from the surveys of Lewis Burwell)

The Governor’s Road,
built between 1793 and

1795, (today’s highways 99, 5, and 2) and the
Hamilton Road, (today’s highways 2 and 53) the
military road constructed along the Detroit Path,
between 1810 and 1815 made the area more
accessible.
White settlers initially arrived on the Haldimand
Tract at the invitation of Joseph Brant.
The settlers were mostly his friends and
acquaintances from the Mohawk Valley of New
York State.
There are a number of stories regarding the
naming of Whitemans Creek. It is not clear how
the name came about but it wasn’t until the 1840s
that the name was formally adopted.
Half Pension Officers
The Brantford and Woodstock area attracted a
number of retired British army and naval officers.
The deal for the officers was to accept half their
pension in exchange for free land in Canada. The
government was concerned with the number of
Americans living in the area so they encouraged
loyal British subjects to settle there. Some of
these officers included Major James Winniett,
Colonel William Dickson, Phillip D’Acres Hart, and
Major Arnold Burrowes.
Arnold Burrowes
In 1838, Major Burrowes acquired 1060 acres
along the Grand River at the mouth of Whitemans
Creek, 400 acres on the east side of the Grand
River, and 660 acres on the west side. In 1840,
he built a large home on the west side of the
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1946, the Ontario Religious Council of the United
Church of Canada purchased the property from
Ernest Pottruff.
In 1950, the Reverand Beverly Oaten, the minister
of Colborne Street United Church in Brantford,
established the Five Oaks Church Camp at the
site. It was modelled after a United Church camp
site in British Columbia. The name comes from
the Five Conferences of the United Church and the
ancient oak trees found on the property. Camp
Thayendenagea was chosen because its rundown facilities were available for $1 and the Camp
was wired with electricity. The first classes were
held in the summer of 1952. The main building,
the House of the Interpreter, opened in 1953. A
new hall and Wing C were added in 1956. The
Chalet was completed in 1959. The buildings were
modest providing for a simple lifestyle. Between
1960 and 1972 Five Oaks grew to 116 acres by
acquiring adjoining property. The fountain behind
the House of the Interpreter was constructed in
1970 and the Labyrinth was installed in 2003.
House of the Interpreter – Five Oaks The first building built at Five Oaks. It opened in 1953 and was recently renovated in 2018. (Photo by the author)

river, north of Whitemans Creek, he named
it Strathmore. From here he ran his estate.
Strathmore occupied the site which would later
become Five Oaks.
On the south side of Whitemans Creek Burrowes
constructed a mill dam, sawmill, plaster mill, flour
mill, distillery, and barns and pens for his horses,
cattle, and other farm stock. Judge Arthur Sturgis
Hardy, whom Hardy Road is named after, wrote
that up to eighteen families lived and worked in a
little community on Burrowes’ estate.
Burrowes imported fine horses from England as
well as Durham or Shorthorn Cattle that he used
as breeding stock. He also constructed a race
track on the east side of the Grand River.
The house was very large. He had eleven children
and did a great deal of entertaining. The dining
room could accommodate thirty people for a sitdown supper. Life was good but hard as the family
carved out an estate on virgin land. Fish and game
were abundant, the soil was good, and wood
was plentiful. Burrowes passed away in 1851 at
the age of 63. His wife Harriett survived him by
thirty years and continued to manage the estate.
Harriett gradually sold off the property beginning
in 1856. The last piece of the estate which
included Strathmore was sold in 1875. Harriett
passed away in 1882.
Henry de Blaquiere, a close friend of the Burrowes
family, purchased a large block of land from
Harriett in 1856. In 1857 William and Nathaniel
F. Griffin acquired the part of the estate that
Strathmore sat on but shortly after Nathaniel’s
passing in May 1859 due to financial problems
experienced by the brothers the property reverted
back to Harriett.
Burrowes and de Blaquiere were members of the
Family Compact.
Pottruffs
Robert Turnbull purchased 273 acres from Harriett
Burrowes in 1875, including the Strathmore
house. In 1892, Frank Turnbull, Robert’s oldest
son and his wife Margaret Pottruff purchased the

property. In 1905, the farm was sold to Margaret’s
brother Wesley Pottruff. Wesley and his family
moved out of Strathmore in 1909 and the house
sat unoccupied for the most part until 1918 when
Wesley’s son Ernest moved in with his new wife
Pearl Glover. By this point the house was less
grand. Parts were used for storage and a hired
hand lived in another part.
Pottruff Road north of Bethel Road was originally
a wide lane way on the Gordon farm. When the
Gordon’s sold their property in 1872 they arranged
for the laneway to become a right-of-way because
their laneway was preferred over the concession
road, Rest Acres Road, which had bad gullies and
washouts. The portion of the road south of Bethel
Road was an old Indigenous Trail that led from
West Brant to Paris, a high road that followed the
Grand River.
Commercial Enterprises at Five Oaks
Portable sawmills owned by Nelson & Close and
Wesley Pottruff began operating on the north half
of Lots 13 and 14, Concession III in 1905. Brick
ovens operated on Lot 14 between 1907 and
1909. The bricks were used to build Paris Central
School. Land records show that Bixel Brewery
also had a brewery on Lot 14.
Church Camp
Camp Thayendenagea
was developed by
Angus Buchanan, the
Secretary for Boys’
Work at the Brantford
YMCA. Thayendenagea
was Joseph Brant’s
Mohawk name.
Buchanan wanted to
connect city boys with
nature. The camp was
established on Lot 14
of the Pottruff Farm.
The site included
a swimming hole,
cabins, and a dining
and recreation hall. In

The facilities were refreshed in the late 1990s.
In 2018, work began on renovating all the
common areas and the bedrooms to a brighter,
contemporary design while making the facilities
more energy efficient. An official opening of the
partially renovated facility was held in February
2019. In April 2020, Five Oaks began serving as
a quarantine centre for migrant workers who
arrived in Canada to support area farmers for the
2020 growing season.
Some of the oak trees on the property are over
300 years old. Black locusts, black maples, and
hackberry trees are abundant. The pioneers
used the hackberry trees to make potash from
its roots and bark. The Indigenous used the tree
fibres to make fabric. Also found are black walnut,
basswood, white oak, white pine, sycamore,
ironwood, blue beech, shagbark hickory and
mockernut hickory. Bluebeech was used for the
wheel spokes of 19th-century wagons.
The area is home to nighthawks, woodcocks,
great blue herons, yellow-bellied sapsuckers,
yellow warblers, and turkey vultures. Wildflowers
abound: flowering dogwoods, Jerusalem
artichokes, foamflowers, serviceberries, wild
leeks, carolinian white trout lilies, blue violets,
and trilliums. To this day, the grounds of Five Oaks
remain a great place to connect with nature.

Strathmore 1891 Built by Major Arnold Burrowes in 1840. The house has long since been gone. (Source: Herons and Cobblestone,
A History of Five Oaks and the Bethel Area of Brantford Township, County of Brant, Grand River Heritage Mines Society, 2003)
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