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BScene is a local Entertainment & Community 
Guide, showcasing the #BRANTastic features 
of Brantford, Brant and Six Nations through 
engaging content and with the Best Event Guide 
in our community. 

BScene is distributed free, every month through 
key community partners throughout Brantford, 
Brant and Six Nations. BScene has a local network 
of over 500 distribution points including local 
advertisers, retail outlets, dining establishments, 
and community centres. For a complete list, 
please visit bscene.ca 

As a community paper and forum for sharing 
thoughts and experiences, the views expressed 
in the magazine are not necessarily those of the 
Publisher, Editor, other contributors, advertisers 
or distributors unless otherwise stated. 

BScene is wholly owned and published by Jason 
Freeze. All content © 2020 and all rights to 
distribution are reserved by BScene. 
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our community has to offer.
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BSCENE’s RECYCLING PROGRAM   
The BSCENE paper stays local and supports local endeavours as much as possible.  

Our publication was printed locally at Ricter Web Printer for years. After its closing, 

we chose McLaren Press Graphics in Gravenhurst, a family owned business.  

From there, we distribute locally to many businesses and organizations within our 

grand community. Then at the end of the month, we’ll collect any left over papers 

for recycling.  These papers are recycled through a special fundraising program 

with Sydenham-Heritage United Church and Hartmanns Canada. Hartmann’s 

is a local egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale that turns the papers into 

egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store.  The money raised through this 

fundraising program gets sent back to Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used 

in their Green programs for sustainable upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting 

local whenever we can.

Last month we were excited to help spread the news about the BRC's Reboot of the 
Digital Service Squad program to help local businesses!  
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Special thank you to Heritage Canada and the Canadian Periodical Fund, 
Special Measures for Journalism for their recent support and grant funding.  

A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce

A Family Run
&

Locally Owned Business
for Over 25 Years

Brantford’s ONLY
Same Day Service

Mon. - Wed.  9 - 6 | Thurs.  9 - 8 | Fri.  9 - 6 | Sat.  9:30 - 2

10 King George Road
Home Hardware Plaza
Brantford
519-752-5456
www.optichouse.ca

Largest Selection of High Quality Eyewear 
at Reasonable Prices

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
In light of the Pandemic and to help reduce touch points, please follow these guidelines when picking up your copy of BScene! 

• Take your copy when you’re about to leave the store
• Try not to handle other papers
• Please Do Not put papers back in the pile (take it home or recycle it when you’re finished)
• And as always, keep washing your hands and wearing your masks!

INSIDE
this issue
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YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

email  yvonne@roundtablepr.com

🔗  roundtablepr.com 

“If you survive, you must tell the world what happened here. 
Now go.”

Those were the last words spoken to 
Max Eisen by his father, through a barbed 
wire fence at the notorious World War II 
Auschwitz death camp.

For more than 30 years, Eisen has been 
fulfilling that request by verbally sharing 
the story of his horrific ordeal before, during 
and after, his time as a Jewish prisoner 
in the Nazi killing machine. His memoir, 
“By chance alone” puts the events into 
chronological order, taking us through his 
remarkable tale of survival.

Tibor “Max” Eisen was an Orthodox Jewish 
teen, living with his extended family in a 
compound in Moldava, Czechoslovakia. The 
property housed a lumber yard, orchards 
and livestock and Eisen’s father also 
owned a pub. But Czechoslovakia would 
be annexed to Hungary and in the spring of 
1944, an employee of the family’s lumber 
yard tried to warn them, they would be rounded up and 
taken away the next day.  

Eisen’s Grandfather, Raphael, the family patriarch, refused 
to follow the warning, because it was the Sabbath. 
Grandfather’s word was law.

Meantime, news of what was coming had been kept from 
them by the fascist government. Jews had to relinquish 
their radios and newspapers were censored, so they were 
unaware of their impending fate. “Not knowing is a terrible 
thing,” says Eisen. 

The family, was rounded up the next day and taken to a 
brickyard, then loaded onto a cattle car with hundreds of 
others, bound for Auschwitz-Birkenau. People would die on 
route and they were filthy and exhausted when after days, 
the doors finally opened.

His mother, baby sister and young brother went directly to 
the gas chambers. 15-year-old Max along with his father 
and grandfather were selected for slave labour. Eventually, 
his father and grandfather would be subjected to medical 
experiments. 

Eisen attributes his incredible tale of survival to 
determination, focus and the small kindnesses of some 
fellow prisoners. “Your heart had to become like a rock you 
know. You had to have a goal to survive,” he says.  

Although their paths never crossed, Vienna psychiatrist 
Viktor Frankl was a prisoner in Auschwitz at the same time 
as Eisen. Frankl wrote a popular book after liberation, based 
on his observations of fellow prisoners, that Eisen says 
remains relevant. 

“Many went into a deep depression. They simply gave up and 
they were done away with immediately. But he said in this 
little book “Man’s search for meaning,” those that had a why, 
they found a how,” says Eisen.  

He’s reminded of those words today. “We are going through 
a terrible time. It’s not the same as being in a slave labour 
camp, but never-the-less it is a very difficult time. You have 
to be focused today to keep on going,” he said.

Perhaps his biggest stroke of luck, was receiving a severe 
blow from a guard on the head. Eisen wound up in the 
camp hospital. There, Polish political prisoner and surgeon 

Tadeusz Orzesko chose him to remain on after recovering 
as an assistant, helping to clean the surgery and assist in 
procedures.

Eisen spent nine months in Auschwitz as the allied forces 
were gaining the upper hand. The Nazis began to blow up 
the crematoriums to hide evidence of the horrors they’d 
perpetrated, before taking some 20,000 starving captives on 
a 13 day death march to Austria.

“When you think about it, imagine living here in luxury in 
this country. Who would have thought of all 
these terrible things, but we experienced it. 
We went through it and some of us survived 
and most of us didn’t,” he said.  

He says even after he was liberated by 
a black American battalion, he wasn’t 
free. The Americans took them to 
Czechoslovakia and he had to find his way 
home. More indignities and desperation, 
including years in a displaced persons camp 
and sickness were followed by a positive 
time at an orphanage and school.  

Eventually, in 1949 he made his way 
to Canada with “less than a dollar in 
his pocket,” were he settled in Toronto, 
becoming a successful businessman 
and raising a family. Eisen says he left 
bitterness behind in Europe.

“We were focused. We hit the ground 
running here in Canada. This country gave 
us a new life and we worked very hard to 

establish ourselves, he says.”

In 2015 and 2016 Eisen testified against Nazi war criminals 
including Oskar Groening, the so-called “book-keeper” of 
Auschwitz, who was sentenced to four years in prison. 

He warns against complacency. “We’re living with a virus 
today and anti-Semitism is a virus” and he adds with recent 
examples of intolerance, “democracy is being threatened.”

The 16th annual One Book One Brant launches on Thursday, 
February 18, 2021. Readers will be able to request and sign 
out copies of ‘By Chance Alone’ in both print and e-book 
format. As with past years, anyone who signs out a copy will 
be entered into a prize draw. Due to the pandemic, Max’s 
Eisen’s talk will take place on Sunday, April 18 at 1:30 pm 
via Zoom. Those wishing to take part will be able to register 
via the library’s event calendar brantlibrary.ca/calendar or by 
calling 519-442-2433 during library hours.

“By chance alone”
Canadian Holocaust memoir this year’s pick for  

“One Book One Brant” read
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A PUBLIC SERVICE FROM BSCENE
For updates regarding the County of 
Brant’s COVID-19 programs & services: 

🔗  www.brant.ca/COVID-19

For updates regarding the City of 
Brantford’s programs and services visit: 

🔗  brantford.ca/Covid-19 

City Asks Public to Build Their Own City Budget to 
Inform 2021 Budget Process
Submitted Media Release

The City of Brantford understands that municipal 
budget decisions have a profound impact on the daily 
lives of our residents. From garbage collection, to 
public transit, to the safety of our neighbourhoods, City 
budgets sit at the heart of a community’s development 
and all of our residents’ quality of life.  

The City of Brantford considers resident engagement, 
accountability, fiscal prudence, and transparency as 
fundamental components of our budget development 
process. Meaningful and effective public engagement 
improves the quality of decisions made, facilitates 
citizen understanding of issues and government 
processes, fosters respect for the views of others, and 
increases support, understanding and ownership of 
decisions made.

As the City considers its 2021 budget, we want to 
hear from Brantford residents about what they think 
the City's 2021 budget priorities should be and what 
programs and services are most important to them. 
To help inform the City’s 2021 operating budget, we 
are excited to offer a series of new input opportunities 
for residents to have their say about the City budget 
at LetsTalkBrantford.ca.

What does YOUR City budget look like?

The City would like to hear from residents about 
how they would balance the City budget using 
a Budget Allocator tool available on the City’s 
new LetsTalkBrantford.ca engagement platform. The 
tool allows users to increase or decrease funding for 
different City service areas based on what residents 
think the City’s priorities should be. 

While completing the budget simulation, residents 
are asked think about questions such as: Why is this 
program or service important? Do I want to change 
the level of service that is provided now? Will the 
community benefit from this increase or decrease? 

To access the City of Brantford budget simulation, 
residents can go to LetsTalkBrantford.ca or simply 
type bit.ly/BalancetheBudget into their browser.

2021 Estimates Committee Meetings

Meetings of the Estimates Committee will 
recommence on Wednesday February 17th, 2021.  A 
full schedule of meeting dates, times and agenda 
packages can be accessed on the City’s website 
at brantford.ca/CouncilCalendar.

For more information regarding the 2021 budget 
process or to learn more about how to get involved, 
please visit brantford.ca/citybudget or contact the City 
at 519-759-4150.

Local Update from Dr. Elizabeth Urbantke - January 
26, 2021
Submitted Media Release

Below is a transcribed version of the statement made 
by Dr. Elizabeth Urbantke, Acting Medical Officer of 
Health of the Brant County Health Unit, on January 26, 
2021.

I’d like to start by acknowledging the community 
member we lost recently to COVID-19.

I want to express my deepest condolences to the 
family and loved ones of this individual.

For the week ending January 24, our local COVID-19 
case count was 47. This marked a sizeable 
improvement from the week before, where we saw 
117 cases. Our weekly incidence rate, reproductive 
number and percent positivity rate also dropped again 
this past week.

This improvement tells us that the provincial shutdown 
measures that came into effect on Boxing Day are 
working. It’s clear that the majority of our residents 
are following the shutdown guidance passed on to 
them. I’d like to thank our community once again 
for all of their efforts and cooperation. With many 
of our neighbouring jurisdictions still experiencing 
high caseloads, we must continue to abide by the 
shutdown guidance. This is especially true with news 
that a COVID-19 variant of concern has been found in 
different areas of the province. We’ve seen how quickly 
cases can spike again when we begin to let our guard 
down. Continued vigilance will be needed by all to see 
this through properly.

As we announced last week, we have completed 
first-dose vaccinations for all long-term care and 
retirement home residents who wished to receive it. 
This was completed well in advance of the Province’s 
deadline. It is disappointing for us and our community 
partners to have to pause our vaccine campaign due 
to Pfizer-BioNTech production delays, but I can assure 
residents that we are well positioned to pick up where 
we left off when sufficient vaccine reserves begin to be 
received again.

The Province is expecting to receive more details from 
the Federal government regarding Ontario’s allocation 
shortly.

From the information we’ve received from the Ministry 
of Health, we still expect Phase Two of the Province’s 
vaccine roll-out to begin as early as March. The 
implications, if any, to the timing of the Province’s 
phased approach to the vaccine rollout will be shared 
once we receive clarity on future Pfizer-BioNTech 
shipments.

City Announces Service Changes Following Second 
Provincial Stay at Home Order
Submitted Media Release

Last week the Ontario government declared a second 
provincial emergency under section 7.0.1 of the 
Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act 
(EMPCA).  A stay at home order came into effect 
Thursday, January 14, 2021, as well as enhanced 
authorities for enforcement personnel. Individuals 
and corporations who do not abide by orders under 
the EMCPA or the Reopening Ontario Act (ROA) can 

be fined. 

The provincial stay at home order requires Ontarians 
to remain at home with exceptions for essential 
purposes, such as going to the grocery store or 
pharmacy, accessing health care services, for exercise 
or for work where the work cannot be done remotely.

Consistent with the extensions to the EMPCA and ROA, 
the City of Brantford has implemented modifications to 
City programs and services as follows:

Parking Enforcement

During the current stay at home order, the City will 
exercise a high level of discretion with respect to 
citizens parking their vehicles in excess of the current 
restriction of twenty-four (24) consecutive hours 
on City streets. All other on-street parking by-laws, 
including parking restrictions in the downtown core 
remain in effect.

To help curbside pickup activities and ensure turnover 
of on-street parking spots for winter maintenance in 
the downtown, the City will waive parking fees in the 
Market Centre Parkade for the month of January. Paid 
parking in City Lots #3 and #4 and on-street parking 
by-laws City-wide, including the Downtown Brantford, 
are still in effect. Patrons are reminded to practice 
physical distancing by parking in alternating spots, 
when available. Parking enforcement in private lots 
registered with the City will continue to be enforced. 

Citizens are encouraged to help do their part during 
winter snow events by parking vehicles off the street 
to allow for snow clearing operations, enabling snow 
clearing equipment to have the space needed to 
service the roadways, sidewalks and bicycle lanes 
safely and effectively.

Harmony Square Skating Rink

Effective January 21, 2021 pre-registration is required 
to use the skating rink at Harmony Square Brantford in 
addition to the following measures:

·         Online registration will open each Wednesday 
beginning January 20th at 7:00am for the following 
days & week (Monday-Sunday) at brantford.ca/
RecConnect or call 519-756-9900 ext. 5294.

·         Each time slot will be a 30-minute maximum and 
back-to-back time slots will not be permitted.

·         Each skater including parents on the ice will be 
required to register separately.

·         There will be a maximum of 10 people on the ice 
at all times. 

·         Daily registration for skate times will be cut-off 
at 8:00 a.m. Phone registrations must be completed 
one day in advance.

·         Drop-in skaters will be permitted on a first come 
first serve basis if there is rink capacity available. All 
users are requested to pre-register so that contact 
tracing information is provided. Pre-registration is 
strongly encouraged to avoid disappointment.

·         If a registered rink user is not present 5 minutes 
following the start of their booking the spot will be 
given to a drop-in skater.

·         Face coverings are strongly recommended for all 
skaters using the rink.

·         Skaters must physically distance themselves 
6ft/2m from each other, as per public health guidelines.

Skating on Frozen Stormwater Bodies is Prohibited

For their safety, residents are reminded to stay off 
frozen stormwater ponds! Water levels and flows 
change rapidly at this time of year, making skating and 
other activities extremely dangerous. Run-off of road 
salts into these ponds also makes the ice thinner and 
weaker than presumed. Learn more at brantford.ca/
Stormwater.

Additional Safe Exercise Opportunities

To provide additional safe opportunities for exercise, 
we invite you to connect with the Wayne Gretzky 
Sports Centre certified fitness team to stay motivated 
and active during the current stay at home order. 

Join the Fitness at the Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 
Facebook page or access archived classes online.

Accessing City Services

Residents are encouraged to review the list of Popular 
City Services available online for alternate ways to 
access City services during the stay at home order. 
Use our online form to report an issue or request a 
non-urgent City service. For general enquiries, email 
the Customer Contact Centre or call 519-759-4150.

Visit brantford.ca/OpenandClosed for an up to date list 
of the status of City facilities.

Additional updates regarding City programs and 
services, and the continuity of services are shared 
regularly on the City’s Facebook and Twitter pages and 
at brantford.ca/coronavirus.

Tips From a Psychology Expert on Creating the Best 
New Year, Even During a Pandemic
Submitted Media Release

The beginning of a new year is often filled with hope 
and anticipation as people make resolutions and let 
go of disappointments from the year that was. But 
that positivity may be hard to muster for some in 
Ontario this year as we enter 2021 under lockdown 
restrictions.

“New Year’s resolutions typically have to do with health 
and physical activity, finances, social connection, and 
work or productivity, things that are directly impaired 
by our current circumstances,” says Anne Wilson, a 
professor of Psychology at Wilfrid Laurier University 
whose research focuses on goal pursuit, identity and 
the psychology of change. “Also, many of us probably 
won’t be celebrating the new year as we normally do, 
so the whole psychological feeling of turning a new 
leaf may be hampered.”

Nevertheless, Wilson believes that there are many 
intentional ways to make 2021 as fulfilling as possible. 
Below are some of her suggestions.

SET SHORTER-TERM GOALS

“Setting long-term goals and striving toward bigger 
accomplishments may be even harder than usual 
because the more uncertain a future endpoint is, the 
harder it is to sustain motivation. Setting goals that 
are more focused on making our present day-to-
day better may actually do a lot more in terms of 
building and maintaining life satisfaction under these 
circumstances.”

CREATE HEALTHY HABITS

“Often, the things that we do to fill our days, such as 
increase screen time, tend to not really benefit our 
well-being. If we replace them with one of these more 
deliberately chosen activities, it can actually make 
quite a big difference in the long run:

- Exercise. It’s a great mood-booster, helps reduce 
stress and enables us to concentrate more and sleep 
better.

- Spend time in nature. It might be a little chilly, but 
outdoor time is quite good for us and consistent with 
the guidelines set due to COVID-19.

- Maintain social connections. While challenging right 
now, even remote or virtual connection can be useful.

- Do something for other people. Give back to your 
community in whatever way possible.

- If spirituality or religion is important to you, finding 
ways to engage in whatever version of that is 
meaningful to you can be really sustaining."

WRITE A LETTER TO YOUR FUTURE SELF

“I have a postdoctoral student who just completed a 
study in which he asked people – during the height of 
the first wave of the pandemic – to write a letter to 
their future selves, one year from now. Some people 
wrote a letter from the perspective of their future 
selves back to the present. Both of these experiences 

increased their ability to recognize that this too shall 
pass. In the long run of our lives, this is a temporary 

COMMUNITY NEWS & MEDIA RELEASES
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phase.”

ACKNOWLEDGE THAT YOU’RE MISSING OUT ON 
THINGS

“Recognizing and accepting that this time sucks is 
okay. I think it’s worthwhile to acknowledge that you 
are missing out on things that should be happening 
for you right now and it’s not pleasant or fair. It’s 
something that we are all experiencing and just trying 
to manage as best as possible.”

DOCUMENT YOUR LIVING HISTORY

“I tell my students that although it may not feel like 
it right now, you are living through a pivotal time in 
our history and some of the things that you observe 
and learn about yourself right now are the things 
that you will tell your children or your grandchildren 
about. I would encourage you to do some journaling or 
photo-journaling and capture some of the things about 
this time that you find striking. Even moments that 
seem very mundane at the time may come to be quite 
significant in retrospect.”

DON’T COMPARE ON SOCIAL MEDIA

“A lot of our contact with other people is mediated 
through what they put out into the world, which we 
know is a curated version of their lives. That may 
be especially true right now. Although some people 

are being pretty honest about the struggles that are 
happening behind the scenes, a lot of people are 
choosing the two or three best moments to share with 
others. We may not recognize how much of a slog 
other people are experiencing and that we are all in 
this together.”

USE SELF-COMPASSION

“2020 was not an easy year, and there may have been 
goals or intentions you set for yourself and were 
unable to achieve. We know from research that there 
is a lot of value in self-compassion. Think about how 
you would treat a close friend that’s going through 
this kind of loss. We would generally speak to them in 
encouraging ways, talk about how this kind of thing 
happens to everyone, and tell them that there will be 
other opportunities in the future. Self-compassion is 
really just treating ourselves to that kind of supportive 
talk.”

First COVID-19 Vaccine Administered in Brant - 
January 13, 2021
Submitted Media Release

Linda Dunham received Brant’s first COVID-19 vaccine 
at Brantford General Hospital on January 13th.
Dunham is an infection control nurse at Hardy 
Terrace Long-term Care Home in Brantford. She was 
one of 14 staff from Hardy Terrace Long-term Care 

Home who were vaccinated at Brant’s first COVID-19 
immunization clinic. In total, 54 individuals were 
administered the COVID-19 vaccine at this clinic. All 
of those vaccinated were part of the current priority 
populations identified by the Province.
Dunham stated that receiving the COVID-19 vaccine 
today will go a long way in protecting some of Brant’s 
most vulnerable.
“It feels great, especially to do my part to protect 
other people,” said Dunham. “I work with the most 
vulnerable and I think protecting myself will help 
protect others.”

Mobile vaccination clinics are scheduled to begin 
January 14 for long-term care homes in Brant to 
vaccinate residents and staff on-site. This group has 
been placed at the top of the Ontario government’s 
Vaccine Distribution Implementation Plan and is 
receiving top priority for the COVID-19 vaccine. 
Individuals who fall within the current priority 
populations identified by the Province will be contacted 
by the Brant County Health Unit or through their 
employer when the COVID-19 vaccine can be offered 
to them.

Vaccinations for individuals and groups not included 
on the Province’s priority list are expected to become 
available sometime in the spring of this year.

The Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines 
were authorized by Health Canada after a thorough 
and independent review determined they met stringent 
safety, efficacy and quality requirements. Health 
Canada and the Public Health Agency of Canada will 
continue to closely monitor the safety of the vaccine as 
more Canadians get vaccinated.

To learn more about COVID-19, how you can protect 
yourself and what to do if you suspect you may be 
at risk, please visit www.bchu.org/coronavirus or 
visit Ontario’s website to learn more about how 
the province continues to protect Ontarians from 
COVID-19.

FEBRUARY 2021 BSCENE EVENT GUIDE
Please visit bscene.ca for a more complete listing of events, cancellations, postponements and new dates.  

Make sure to check with the Event Organizers for more details.
DATE EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

Feb. 1 - 19 Meaning of Home National Writing Contest (Habitat for Humanity Canada) more info. https://meaningofhome.ca/ Education

Feb. 1 - 26 Witness Blanket Exhibition Woodland Cultural Centre The Arts

Feb. 1 - 28 Take-Out German Food (Sonnenhof German Hall) call 519.753.7561 Community

Tues. Feb. 2 Brant Fly Tyers and Fly Fishers Group Meeting Brant Rod & Gun Club 06:00 PM Education

Thurs. Feb. 4 - March 25 A Place To Be (community let drop-in space on zoom) reg. http://bit.ly/BelongingBrant 07:00 PM Community

Fri. Feb. 5 - Fri. April 23 Strengthen Your Mind: A Course on Memory Enhancement (Cty. of Brant Public Library)
reg. http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9010&backTo=Calendar&start-
Date=2021/02/01  - on zoom

10:00 AM Education

Wed. Feb. 10 - Wed. March 24 Ukulele 101 (County of Brant Public Library)
reg. http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9026&backTo=Calendar&start-
Date=2021/02/01  - on zoom

10:00 AM Education

Monday, February 1 Book Discussion on Evolving Christianity (Sydenham-Heritage United Church) zoom link https://bit.ly/bookdisc-evolvingchristianity 07:00 PM Education

Tuesday, February 2 Business Advancement Workshop: Business Marketing (Cty. of Brant Public Library)
reg. http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9024&backTo=Calendar&start-
Date=2021/02/01 -on zoom

07:00 PM Education

Tuesday, February 2
Evolution, Love and Cosmos: Exploring the Universe and Encountering the Christ w Pierre Teilhard de 
Chardin (& Feb. 9, 16 & 23)

reg. https://fiveoaks.venue360.me/public/events/homepage?&org=ALL&eventPlan=ALL&sea-
son=ALL&groupBySeason=false&event=21

07:30 PM Education

Wednesday, February 3 Staying Mentally Healthy during COVID (Grand River Council on Aging) reg. by Mon. Feb. 1, 519.754.0777 ext. 439 OR email admin@grcoa.ca, on Zoom 10:00 AM Education

Wednesday, February 3 East Ward Echo Place Neighbourhood Association 2021 Meetings Meeting Links will be provided each Month for Zoom 06:30 PM Education

Thursday, February 4 Ending Life Well - Funeral Homes (Sydenham-Heritage United Church) https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85163454548?pwd=VlZDU01iUlluQTczVUp4N2xUSlVYQT09#success 02:00 PM Education

Thursday, February 4 This really happened, (or did it)? - Writing Class (adults, Thurs. Feb. 4 - March 11) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 06:30 PM Education

Thursday, February 4 Novice Artist’s Workshop Series: Window Painting (Cty. of Brant Public Library)
reg. http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9004&backTo=Calendar&start-
Date=2021/02/01  - on zoom

07:00 PM Education

Thursday, February 4
Exploring Our Spiritual Lives with Francis of Assisi (Five Oaks Education and Retreat Centre, & Thurs. 
Feb. 11, 18 & 25)

reg. & info. https://fiveoaks.venue360.me/public/events/homepage?&org=ALL&eventPlan=ALL&sea-
son=ALL&groupBySeason=false&event=19, on zoom

07:30 PM Education

Thursday, February 4 Raise Your Voice Concert Series: Maesto Fresh Wes tickets: http://noisemaker.ca/raise-your-voice-concert-series  -livestreamed 08:00 PM Entertainment

Friday, February 5 Virtual Open House - Braemar House School more info. & reserve your spot http://braemarhouseschool.ca/openhouse/ 10:00 AM Community

Friday, February 5 Food Nights - Fish and Chips call 519.446.0011 to place order, P/U Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion) 05:00 PM Community

Saturday, February 6 Storybook Breakfast Porch Drop Picnic and Virtual Celebration (Kids Can Fly) tickets: https://trellis.org/storybook-breakfast-picnic-porch-drop-and-wave 12:00 PM Entertainment

Monday, February 8 Book Discussion on Evolving Christianity (Sydenham-Heritage United Church) Zoom link https://bit.ly/bookdisc-evolvingchristianity 07:00 PM Education

Wednesday, February 10 Brant Writes - Writing Club (March 10 also) reg. https://bit.ly/BrantWritesFeb10  Zoom Link emailed to you 07:00 PM Education

Thursday, February 11 Ending Life Well - Grieving & Loss (Sydenham-Heritage United Church) https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85163454548?pwd=VlZDU01iUlluQTczVUp4N2xUSlVYQT09#success 02:00 PM Education

Thursday, February 11 Let’s Paint Together: Miniature Paint Night (County of Brant Public Library)
reg: http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9067&backTo=Calendar&start-
Date=2021/02/01  - on zoom

06:00 PM Entertainment

Thursday, February 11 Raise your Voice Concert Series: Crown Lands tickets: http://noisemaker.ca/raise-your-voice-concert-series  -livestreamed 08:00 PM Entertainment

Friday, February 12 Food Nights - Wings call 519.446.0011 to place order, P/U Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion) 05:00 PM Community

Saturday, February 13 The Colour of Snow (adults) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 10:00 AM Education

Sunday, February 14 Needle Felting Landscapes (adults) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 01:00 PM Education

Sunday, February 14 Valentine’s Day Virtual House Party http://bit.ly/valentinesdayvirtualhouseparty 07:00 PM Entertainment

Wednesday, February 17 Stretch and Rejuvenate with Chair Yoga (Grand River Council on Aging) reg. by Mon. Feb. 15, 519.754.0777 ext. 439 OR email admin@grcoa.ca 10:00 AM Sports

Thursday, February 18 Ending Life Well - Resources & Wrap Up (Sydenham-Heritage United Church) https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85163454548?pwd=VlZDU01iUlluQTczVUp4N2xUSlVYQT09#success 02:00 PM Education

Thursday, February 18 Novice’s Artist Workshop Series: Woodburning (Cty. of Brant Public Library)
reg. http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9005&backTo=Calendar&start-
Date=2021/02/01  - on zoom

07:00 PM Education

Thursday, February 18 Raise Your Voice Concert Series: Logan Staats tickets: http://noisemaker.ca/raise-your-voice-concert-series  -livestreamed 08:00 PM Entertainment

Friday, February 19 Food Nights - Fish and Chips call 519.446.0011 to place order, P.U Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion) 05:00 PM Community

Friday, February 19 Mid-Winter Retreat: Seeding Dreams for personal Renewal (& Sat. Feb. 20, 10am - 4pm)
info. & reg. https://fiveoaks.venue360.me/public/events/homepage?&org=ALL&eventPlan=ALL&sea-
son=ALL&groupBySeason=false&event=20

07:00 PM Education

Monday, February 22 National Cupcake Day (Brant County CPCA)
reg. https://bit.ly/38haEwD  Donations: https://www.brantcountyspca.com/event/national-cup-
cake-day/

Community

Tuesday, February 23 Virtual Book Club (County of Brant Public Library) reg. https://bit.ly/VirtualBookClubFeb23  Zoom Link emailed to you 02:00 PM Education

Wednesday, February 24 Canvas Creations - Pretty Bird on Canvas (Cty. of Brant Public Library)
reg. http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=9073&backTo=Calendar&start-
Date=2021/02/01  - on zoom

8:00 AM Education

Thursday, February 25 Raise Your Voice Concert Series: Nuela Charles tickets: http://noisemaker.ca/raise-your-voice-concert-series  -livestreamed 08:00 PM Entertainment

Friday, February 26 Food Nights - Wings call 519.446.0011 to place order, P/U Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion) 05:00 PM Community

Wednesday, March 3 East Ward Echo Place Neighbourhood Association 2021 Meeting Meeting links will be provided each month for Zoom. 06:30 PM Education

Sunday, March 7 Gel Plate Printmaking (adults) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 01:00 PM Education



6 Entertainment & Community Guide

LANA BURCHELL

🔗  stevesteas.com 

Did you know that tea is enjoyed differently around the world? 

In Yunnan, China, they enjoy Pu-erh tea that is compressed in 
cakes that is sipped like a good whiskey. 

Rooibos comes from the Red Bush in South Africa and is steeped 
on the stove all day long. This gives it a deep, sweet and sultry 
flavour, and is fed to children in bottles. 

In Morocco, the tradition of brewing and pouring mint tea (with 
sugar) symbolizes hospitality, comfort and friendship.1 

In India, “chai” is the Hindi word for “tea,” which comes from the 
Manderine word for “cha” meaning “tea.” It is a mix of common 
spices, which includes a blend of cinnamon, cardamom, cloves, 
black peppercorns, and ginger. This spice blend is steeped in milk 
and sweetened with honey or sugar.2

Russia boasts of a Zavarka tea, which is a strong tea that is almost 
always served with cake. Afterall, one is considered rude to serve 
tea without cake.3 

In Japan, matcha is enjoyed in a chanoyu ceremony where the 
matcha powder is scooped with a wooden ladle into a tea bowl, 
then combied with a bamboo wisk. 

In Ireland, tea is steeped not brewed. They keep a pot of water is 
on the stove and add in new bags and water as they day goes on. 

And finally, in Canada, we have perfected the London Fog, which is 
made with classic Earl Grey tea, frothed milk and vanilla syrup.  

If you would like to explore teas from around the world, we can be 
your ‘tour guide’ of teas along the way! When you come into the 
store, we’ll stamp your tea passport from around the world! 

 

1 https://www.insider.com/17-types-of-tea-around-the-world-bubble-
chai-2020-12
2 https://worldteanews.com/tea-industry-news-and-features/10-tea-
traditions-around-world
3 https://www.teatulia.com/tea-varieties/what-is-chai.htm

www.stevesteas.com

783 Colborne St East
Unit #2 Brantford.

Tuesday to Saturday

burchell.steve@gmail.com
519-755-0177

Back to Normal 
Hours After 

the Lockdown

Covid 
LockDown 

Hours
11am to 3pm

TEAS FROM AROUND THE WORLD
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86 Dalhousie St. Brantford
519-304-7090
ninenorth.ca@gmail.com
www.ninenorth.ca
�    �

Voice Over Services  
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

●
●
●
●

Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com

yvonne@roundtablepr.com

250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
ben@positanowine.com
www.positanowine.com
positanowinesandcoffee

Wine
Beer
Gift Cards



How To Play:

Complete the grid so each column, row and  
3 X 3 box (with bold borders) contains every number 1 to 9.

Difficulty Level : 2
Used with permission from  http://en.top-sudoku.com

For solution see page 11

BSCENE
PUZZLES
SUDOKU

ADVERTISING 
WORKS...   

YOU JUST PROVED IT!
PUT YOUR BUSINESS CARD IN 

FRONT OF THOUSANDS OF EYES!

10,000 copies every month 
Available at 450 locations in Brantford, 

Brant County & Six Nations

Contact:   Jason Freeze

226-802-2299   jason@bscene.ca



7FEBRUARY 2021 facebook  twitter  instagram  

ROXANNE GIRDLESTONE
 🔗  ourkitchenbrantford.ca 
 facebook  OurKitchenBrantford 
 instagram  ourkitchenbrantford   
 email  info@ourkitchenbrantford.ca  

Have you ever dreamed of starting your own small food business? Our Kitchen Brantford is a 
commercial shared and health inspected kitchen right here in Brantford. We rent kitchen space 
to small food businesses and caterers. We have ovens, stovetop, grill, a proofer, 30-quart mixer, 
workspace, dry storage and a walk in cooler and freezer. We have 24/7 access for members so they 
can come in and work whatever time works best for them. This is a great place to start without all the 
overhead costs involved in opening your own kitchen.

Some of our members have gone on to open their own storefronts/production facilities. They started 
here, worked on their business plan, built their customer base, experimented with new ideas and 
determined they were ready for the next step. We are very proud of their achievements!

We are always looking for more members to add to our family. We require a business license, current 
food safety certificate and liability insurance. We have an insurance company that is familiar with our 
members’ needs and they are happy to provide a quote for a package tailored to the individual. It is 
our goal to make the process as simple as possible.

We have a varied group of members-caterers, a jam, jelly and pickle maker, bakers including gluten 
free, soup mixes, hot sauce makers plus specialty food makers-cabbage rolls, pierogies, tamales, 
Brazilian cheese puffs, cookie dough, Vegan meals and desserts, ice cream, coffee and tea.

Our members stock the Our Kitchen Brantford Food Shop with their beautiful food. We have meals 
to go in our cooler and freezer like gourmet mac & cheese, lasagna, butter chicken and rice plus so 
much more! And our shelves are full of delicious jams, jellies, sauces, baked goods and more! Our 
Food Shop is open Monday to Friday, 11-6 and Saturday 9:30-3:00. We also offer soup and sandwiches 
for takeout in our Food Shop, Monday-Friday 11:30-1:30.

We still have some 2021 Our Kitchen Brantford calendars available. The calendar features many of 
our members and their beautiful food and comes with a page of coupons. The calendars are now only 
$15.00 each with $ 5.00 from each calendar going to Soup for the Soul.

For information about starting your own food business, call our office at 519-757-6527 or email 
info@ourkitchenbrantford.ca

If you are looking for a quick lunch, a quick treat or a solution to the ‘what’s for dinner’ question, come 
in and check us out or call our Food Shop at 519-732-0629. We offer curbside pickup as well. We are 
going online and are looking into delivery options. Check us out at www.ourkitchenbrantford.ca

Please adhere to Covid protocols of social distancing and wearing of face coverings.
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JASON FREEZE

twitter  @Jason Freeze

facebook   jason.freeze

   🔗   BScene.ca 

Hello everyone and welcome to the February 
2021 edition of BScene. For those of you who 
know us, we have some big news to share! And 
to those of you enjoying our paper for the first 
time, welcome to our #BRANTastic community 
of readers! 

For the past six years, we've been showcasing 
our community through our hundreds of drop 
location partners, where readers would pick 
up their papers. But with everything going on 
these days, we decided to switch up our delivery 
system and drop directly to people's homes 
through Canada Post. 

We're certainly excited to be starting up this new 
delivery system. And we hope you'll enjoy it too! 

Each month, we'll be rotating our delivery 
route around the community. Plus we'll still be 
delivering papers to a select group of drop spots 
in different areas as well. And for those folks 
wanting the paper in their mailbox every month, 
we're also looking into a new subscription 
service. So stay tuned as we sort out the details 
on that. 

As always, you can connect with us online as 
well. Just head on over to www.bscene.ca and 
you can check out our online Event Guide and 
the digital copy of the paper. You can also join 
our monthly email newsletter to get the online 
version of the paper too. And you can join us 
for updates on our Social Media channels @
BScenePaper. 

There’s lots of ways to stay connected with us 
and learn about our local community. So we 
hope that you’ll enjoy a #BRANTastic read with 
us each month!

Stay safe and stay healthy,

Jason – Owner of BScene 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PUBLISHER
Welcome to BScene... Now in your Home!

COME COOK WITH US!

Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network

of Engaged Community Members

Jason Freeze
jason@bscene.ca     226.802.2299

Happy
Valentine’s

Day



BUSINESSES COPING WITH 
COVID-19
The COVID-19 crisis continues to evolve, and businesses 
continue to do what they can to navigate this unknown 
landscape. Unfortunately, the situation has proven to be 
devastating for some. Here are some suggestions to 
help your business persevere.

• Check your reserves and insurance: 
Check with your accountant regarding your cash 
flow, and any reserves, to see how they can be 
used. Follow up with your insurance company to 
see if your policy has coverage in terms of lost 
income.

• Talk to your suppliers: 
Talk to your landlord and suppliers about your 
situation. Some may be able to stretch your 
payments. Also, talk to your lenders to see what 
arrangements you can make. At Enterprise Brant, 
we have been able to offer eligible client’s lower 
payment options to help decrease their monthly 
financial obligations.

•  Government supports: 
There are several measures designed to support 
businesses. 

 º CEBA (Canada Emergency Business 
Account) 

 º CERS (Canada Emergency Rent Subsidy) 
 º CEWS (Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy) 
 º BCAP (Business Credit Availability Program) 
 º https://www.canada.ca/en/department-

finance/economic-response-plan.
html#businesses

 º RRRF (Regional Relief and Recovery Funds) 
 º www.enterprisebrant.com
 º Ontario Small Business Support Grant 
 º https://www.ontario.ca/page/businesses-

get-help-covid-19-costs

• Look for guidance: 
The above programs are continuously being 
enhanced and expanded. These resources are a 
great way to stay informed:

 º The Brantford and Paris Chambers of 
Commerce have developed comprehensive 
preparedness guides.

 º CPA Canada has tax related updates and 
information that are useful for small 
businesses.

 º The Brantford-Brant Business Resource 
Centre (BRC) is an excellent resource for all 
business-related questions.

 º The Canadian Federation of Independent 
Business (CFIB) has a dedicated help centre 
on its website; it has also made its helpline 
available for members and non-members at 
1-888-234-2232.

Entrepreneurs are smart and determined individuals.  
Your motivation will help you overcome the obstacles in 
your path. 

If you have any questions, we are here to help! Call us at 
519-753-4636 or email info@enterprisebrant.com

Need help? Call us!  519-752-4636.

Enterprise Brant
330 West Street , Unit 10

519.752.4636
enterprisebrant.com

communications@enterprisebrant.com 
Office hours: 8:30 to 4:30, M-F
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TIPS FOR MANAGING EMPLOYEES 
WHO WORK FROM HOME 

When your employees work off site or from 
home, employers have the same rights and 
responsibilities when it comes to managing 
performance as they do for on-site workers.  
There are a few things that Employers should 
put in place.

First, ensure that there are clear policies and 
procedures specific to the work expectations, 
such as timelines for deliverables, how the 
manager will be overseeing the performance, 
how and when reviews will be done (virtually if 
needed), and so on.

Despite the fact that the worker is at home 
they should still abide by workplace rules such 
as break and lunch times, dress code, and 
respectful conduct.

Employees working from home are often alone, 
so it is important to keep to a contact schedule 
even if there are no "work" details to discuss 
so that someone is aware should something 
unexpected happen. 

Employers must establish a policy on who 
buys and maintains the equipment such as the 
desk, chair, computer (including software and 
updates), general office supplies, etc. as well as 
access to the company's computer systems. 
Ensure that you have a clear record of any 
company-owned equipment, furniture, files, 
or other items in the employee’s possession, 
and a signed agreement that the company has 

the right to recover these items should the 
employment relationship come to an end. 

Employers must also ensure that all Health 
and Safety needs are met including regular 
inspections by the Health and Safety 
Committee/Rep (virtually or in person), that 
there is fire protection (smoke alarms, access 
to a fire extinguisher) and carbon monoxide 
detector, first aid supplies and emergency 
contact numbers, and electrical safety, 
including ensuring that extension cords are in 
good condition, outlets are grounded and not 
overloaded and surge protection for electrical 
equipment is provided.

If your business needs help on these or other 
Human Resources issues, please reach out to us 

for a free half-hour consultation! 

Kissinger HR Services 
519.755.9254 

kissingerhrservices.com

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE CONSUMER 
ELECTRONICS SHOW (CES)
 
In this month’s article I would like to highlight 
some of the new products introduced at the 
Consumer Electronics Show.  Every year 
all the big and small electronics companies 
showcase their new products and technologies 
at CES. Below are a few of the products 
that created a buzz in the media and will be 
available in Brantford soon.

Motorola G Series Phones 2021

Motorola introduced the Moto G Power, Moto 
G Play, and Moto G stylus to the market. These 
phones bring good value with an affordable 
price tag. Prices will range from $200 to 
$500 Canadian. You can check out a review 
of the phones on digitaltrends.com or go to 
Motorola.ca. 

JLab JBud Clip-On Speakers

This accessory will turn your glasses into a set 
of Bluetooth headphones. The bonus is they 
work without blocking your ears so they are 
great for all outdoor activities like walking, 
jogging and hiking.  JLab claims you can get 
up to eight hours of music playback per charge 
and have a range of about 10 meters.  You can 
check them out at jlabaudio.com or catch the 
review on Rollingstone .com.

OtterBox Mobile Gaming Clip

This OtterBox product allows you to attach an 
Xbox controller to your android smartphone or 
iPhone to give you a better gaming experience 
on your portable device.  The product is 
designed to work with Xbox One or Series S/X 
controllers. Cost will be $40 to $50 Canadian.  
You can check out the Gaming Clip at OtterBox.
com.

If you have any questions about the newest 
technology or mobile devices you can contact 
us at CPR Cell Phone Repair Brantford. 

 

185 King George Road Unit A2 
Brantford 

519.304.3550 
cpr-brantford.com

HUMAN RESOURCES

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

KATHRYN KISSINGER

STEVE & LORRAINE GARNHAM

GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS !

EDUCATION
USING AN AGENDA – TOP STUDY TIP! 
Using an agenda helps students develop organization 
skills, prioritize their responsibilities, and increase their 
productivity. It also helps to keep students on schedule 
during these uncertain times.

AGENDAS 101:

• Use it daily
• Record homework and tests
• Create study schedules
• Keep track of questions

“The discipline of writing something down is  
the first step toward making it happen.”

Lee Iacocca

Organized Students…

 ✓ Use An Agenda To…
 ✓ Reduce stress
 ✓ Boost organization
 ✓ Build confidence
 ✓ Increase achievement

Prioritize workflow. Look at all homework and 
assignments on the page and determine what’s most 
important or what needs to be completed first.

Time yourself. Keep track of how long each 
assignment takes to complete. This is a good way to 
practice estimating how long future tasks might take 
to complete.

Countdown to tests. Don’t just mark a test date down 
on the actual day. Use the pages leading up to that 
date to create a study countdown. Be sure to schedule 
study time every night between now and the test.

Move incomplete tasks forward. When an assignment 
is completed, check it off. If a task is unfinished, draw 
an arrow beside that task, then flip the page and write 
that task on tomorrow’s page.

Keep track of extra-curricular activities. Agendas are 
not just for school. They’re a great place to keep track 
of extra-curricular activities, chores, sports, even 

parties and get-togethers.

Use the month-at-a-glance page. Write down regular 
activities as well as upcoming deadlines and projects 
to get an idea of how busy the month is in a single 
glance.

Write down thoughts. Keep track of questions to ask 
the teacher during the next class, ideas for essays, 
math questions, or anything else that comes up during 
class or study time.

Memory is unreliable which is why we use an agenda. 
Learning to use an agenda effectively every day is an 
important part of being organized, staying focused, 
and boosting school confidence!

Every Oxford Learning student learns how to use his 
or her agenda.

Contact us for more information!

 

All Ages.  All Grades.  All Subjects.

1084 Rest Acres Rd., Paris, ON N3L 0B5
519.209.8099  oxfordlearning.com

paris@oxfordlearning.com

TIFFANY BERE

BSCENE IS PROUD TO OFFER ADVICE FROM LOCAL EXPERTS FOR ISSUES IMPORTANT TO YOU. THE ADVICE PROVIDED IS THAT OF THE PARTICIPANT AND IS NOT ENDORSED, NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OPINION OF BSCENE.

BUSINESS SERVICES

DENISE BAKER
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FROSTY FEST 2020 
February 16, 2020 • Harmony Square, Brantford, ON • D Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK AT 2020 THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

WORLD NUTELLA DAY 2020
February 5, 2020 • Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre, Brantford  D Jason Freeze



10 Entertainment & Community Guide

Brantford Farmers’ Market
79 Icomm Drive    519.752.8824

�   BrantfordFarmersMarket

Open All Winter
Fridays 9:00am - 2:00pm
Saturdays 7:00am - 2:00pm

●  produce  ●  meats
●  cheese    ●  pastries
●  gifts         ●  lunch counter
●  and much more

                        

Wee Watch — Exceptional Homes. 
Extraordinary Care.

As a licensed home childcare Agency, Wee Watch has always adhered to 
the required standards for health and safety in our care homes. The 
safety and well being of children and Providers is our first priority, that is 
why we exceed many requirements and have added additional protocols 
during the pandemic.  

Brantford-Brant 519-758-2703
weewatch.com

Experienced In Safe & Healthy Childcare. Before & Now.

35yrs
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344 Colborne St. Brantford
31 Mechanic St. (Wincey Mills) Paris

�   226-250-3121
�   info@brantfordblooms.com
�   www.brantfordblooms.com

Brantford Blooms
Florist

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

Burgers & Fries  |  Wings  |  Poutine  |  Wraps
Goo’s Delivers

SOLUTION
to our Sudoku puzzle 
(Page 6)

Now MORE THEN EVER LOCAL 
BUSINESSES NEED YOUR SUPPORT

Shop Local

RESTAURANT & CATERING

799 Colborne St. E. Brantford
519.756.5484
519.756.7950

Choice of:  
♥  Broccoli & Cheese Soup

♥  Greek Salad  ♥  Caesar Salad
Fresh Baked Bread & Butter

Choice of:
♥  Prime “Rib of Beef au jus, Yorkshire Pudding

♥  Stuffed Chicken Supreme
with Prosciutto, Cremini Mushrooms and Goat Cheese

Served with
Garlic Mashed Potatoes or Garlic Roasted Potatoes,

Roasted Peppers, Zucchini & Carrots
Dessert:

Red Velvet Delight with Raspberry Coulis & Berries
Pre-Order
by close Fri. Feb. 12, 2021

$79.95 per couple
$45.00 single

Pick-Up or Delivery
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Is it time to update your resume?

HEATHER VANNER 
🔗  crs-help.ca/employment

facebook  CESbrantford

twitter  @crsbrantford
A lot has changed since last year including the job search process. It is 
tempting to use the same resume every time to apply for a job. If you want 
your resume to have more impact, customize it for each job.

A well-written professional resume is one of the most important tools used 
for the self-directed job search process. Employers use this tool to screen 
candidates for a job posting. The slightest error such as disorganized content 
or key skills missing can lead to disqualification. In contrast, job seekers use 
resumes as advertising material to secure a job interview.

With an exception of small organizations, a support staff member or a 
computer program is used to screen one’s resume. That is why it is of great 
importance that the resume should be as screen-proof as possible. Usually, 
the recruiters do not read the resumes word for word. A recruiter must be 
quickly able to locate the key skills and achievements that are important for 
the job position.

Why do we need a resume?

• To get a job interview
• To give a positive first impression to the potential employers
• Interest the recruiter in your abilities

Did you know that recruiters spend about 6-7 seconds to screen resumes 
before deciding if the applicant is a good fit? It is critical that your resume 
effectively highlight your talents and show recruiters and hiring managers 
why you are the right person for the job. Therefore, it is important to design 
your resume for the reader: People should be able to look at your resume 
and quickly identify your strengths and skills.

Job searching is competitive in 2021. To give yourself an advantage, add 

measurable results to demonstrate your skills and abilities in your resume. 
For example:

• Initiated advanced assembly procedures to increase production 15% 
by reducing turnaround time from six to five days

• Exceeded sales quota by more than 20% in two consecutive years, 
resulting in approximately $5,000 commission-based earnings.

Improve your presence online in 2021. You can use LinkedIn to highlight 
your professional experience. Ensure that your LinkedIn profile matches 
with your resume in terms of employment history and skills. 

How Do I Know What to Write?

• To start, gather as much information as you can about the 
assignment.

• Dig through the job descriptions and make sure you understand what 
the job entails.

• Then, build connections between your experience and the 
requirements of the job.

• One way to customize your resume is to pull action verbs from the job 
description.

• For example, if they are looking for someone to coordinate. Use the 
word coordinated in your resume.

In summary, your resume must:

• Be targeted
• Be professional
• Be easily read
• List your relevant accomplishments and skills set

The resume should not

• Be your autobiography
• Have personal pronouns
• Contain grammatical or spelling mistakes
• Contain any personal data such as date of birth, height, etc
• Include interests or hobbies unless relevant to the job

For all your 
Accounting and 
Taxation needs.

• Assurance & Accounting
• Business Valuation
• Estate Planning
• Financial Planning
• Information Technology
• Succession Planning
• Taxation

519 759 3511
www.millards.com

Sponsored by

ISOLATED OLDER ADULTS CAN MAKE CONNECTIONS!

LUCY MARCO 
🔗  grcoa.ca

The Grand River Council on Aging accepted the 
COVID-19 challenge of adapting to a more virtual 
environment with the development and delivery of a 
"Community at Home" free online workshop series. 
This pilot project, funded by the Brant Community 
Foundation, strives to continue building and sustaining 
GRCOA’s capacity to increase social inclusion, learning 
and community engagement for older adults.

The program is unique in that it features virtual 
programming and activities provided by older adult 
volunteers who were recruited to virtually facilitate 
the events, lead brain teasers and stretch breaks, 
and announce new resources and local events on the 
GRCOA website. 

The first workshop took place on January 20 and 
addressed the need to keep physically active. Fitness 
Instructor Jan Norris, of S.A.F.E Zone, lead participants 

in chair exercises that they can do daily in the comfort 
of their home. A recording of the workshop is available 
on the www.grcoa.ca home page along with a survey 
link to provide feedback on topics for future workshops. 

On February 3, Lill Petrella of Canadian Mental Health 
is presenting on “Stay Mentally Healthy During COVID”. 
Examples of future workshop topics are Healthy 
Meals from the Pantry, Internet Safety & Scam 
Prevention, Expanding Outdoor Living, Downsizing and 
Decluttering, and Home Safety Technology. 

Workshop participant receive an email newsletter 
advising of the next workshop, upcoming community 
events, informative articles and links to important 
resources. To subscribe to the GRCOA Newsletter go to 
www.grcoa.ca  and click on “Subscribe”. 

Lucy Marco, President of the Grand River Council on 
Aging pointed out that many of the 55+ population are 
“socially isolated”. For those people who do not have 
access to technology, Lucy is encouraging a family 
member or friend to take their laptop or “iPad” for a 
visit wherever that is possible and safe.

For further information or to register, visit www.grcoa.
ca, send an e-mail to admin@grcoa.ca or telephone 
519-754-0777 Ext. 439

black version
(for photcopies, fax etc.)

Full colour version

   Council on Aging
Grand River
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NOT FOR PROFIT OF THE MONTH
BSCENE

RENEE VANDERHARST 

🔗  cnoy.org 

🔗  whynotyouthcentres.com

“Why Not Youth Centres” has a goal - to prevent 
homelessness before people are actually on the streets. 
They work with high-risk youth and strive to stabilize their 
lives and build their skills so they never have to live in a 
tent by the creek. Like many organizations dependant 
on fundraising, they have had to pivot in terms of their 
traditional pledge-getting events because of the global 
pandemic. The Coldest Night of the Year is no exception. There will be no large 
gathering this year, no shared meal or opportunity to socialize at the end of the 
walk – but the need is still there. Why Not Youth Centres hopes you can help them 
weather this storm.    

The 2021 edition of the Coldest Night of the Year is a Covid-safe, family-friendly 
walk to raise money in order to serve local people 
experiencing homelessness, hurt, and hunger. The 
February walk also serves as a chilling reminder 
that for those without adequate shelter and access 
to resources, experiencing a Canadian winter can be 
miserable, and deadly.  

By walking for Why Not Youth Centres on February 
20th, 2021 you are helping them pay the bills and 
support important programs. These programs are 
vital, now especially during a healthcare crisis, when 
people are being told to stay home in order to stay 
safe. What happens though when that is not an 
option… either you have no home, or that home is 
not safe. Why Not Youth Centres is a small grass-
roots not-for-profit that sees 750-1000 visits every 
month in Brantford from local teens in need.

The young people who attend Why Not Youth 
Centres have a few things in common: almost all 
of them live in poverty, most only have contact with 
one or fewer of their parents, and even fewer have 
a safe, consistent place to live. In fact, half of the 
young people attending the centre are “mobile,” 
living in three or more places each year. According 
to Why Not Youth Centres many of their youth face 
challenges like bullying, substance dependency, 
mental illness, unplanned pregnancies, criminal 
activity, abuse, lost identification, and challenges in 
terms of education. That is why providing a support 
community to these young people is so very 
important. By meeting basic needs like safety, food, 
belonging, and helping them to find shelter, they find 
more stability, which is deeply essential for moving 
forward with their lives instead of being swept away 
by crisis.

“A fundraiser like Coldest Night of the Year 
makes a huge dent in our ability to do this 
important work,” says Pastor Charlie Kopczyk, 
Founder of Why Not Youth Centres. “Last year 
we raised $37,000. We hope to raise at least 
$35,000 this year despite the pandemic and 

the event changes. All that money will be used at the local level, to serve young 
people in our community that are struggling. Especially because of Covid-19, 
we are seeing even more mental health issues; our youth are dealing with a 
lot of anxieties. We are connecting with them more than ever. They need more 
support. They are seeking us out to try and get their education back on track, 
they need help with employment readiness, with resumes. We are also working 

on other inspirational and therapeutic programs 
involving skills and arts; like creating a recording 
studio space.”  

A few things to keep in mind that will hopefully 
encourage you to take part in CNOY:

- This year’s walk will be a self-organized micro-
walk. You choose 2km or 5km, map your route, and 
pick your day. Organizers are hoping that most will 
choose to complete their walk on Saturday February 
20th, but any day in February will work.  

- You can register as an individual or put together a 
team. You can also find resources like forms, tools 
and downloads on their website www.cnoy.org/
home

- Fundraising can all be done online and you can 
share your experience and follow others using 
#cnoy21

- Walkers who raise $150 or more (adults 18 and 
over) or $75 (youth) will receive a Coldest Night Of 
the Year toque as a thank you!

Why Not Youth Centres is asking that you walk 
through the cold and dark on February 20th to 
declare your concern for people who have no home 
and must take shelter in nooks and crannies. Walk 
for those driven from home by violence and abuse. 
Walk for people overwhelmed by isolation, guilt and 
despair. Walk humbly, realizing that anyone can lose 
their footing… and then lose everything else.

For more information visit

cnoy.org/home

whynotyouthcentres.com

Charlie Kopczyk - charlie@whynotyouthcentres.com  

Susan Zuidema - susan@whynotyouthcentres.com          

CNOY Toll Free 1.877.743.3413 / Local Phone 
519.759.2221

Email info@cnoy.org

It’s Cold Out There

Photos from cnoy 2020
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SHOW US SOME LOVE

LYNDA HENRIKSEN 
🔗  habitatbn.org

facebook  HabitatforHumanityBN

pinterest  brantrestore

twitter  @HabitatBN

Let us introduce ourselves… we are now Habitat 
for Humanity Heartland Ontario Brant Norfolk 
Chapter! The Board of Directors for Habitat for 
Humanity Heartland Ontario and Habitat for Humanity 
Brant-Norfolk recently announced our amalgamation, 
as we serve more families and individuals in Brantford 
and the counties of Brant, Elgin, Middlesex, Norfolk, 
Oxford and Perth.  

It’s an exciting merger and a natural next-step for 
both affiliates to efficiently and effectively respond to 
the growing community need of affordable housing. In 
coming together as one Habitat Heartland Ontario, we 
are strengthening our shared core values in order to 

be of the greatest service to our communities.

As we continue to live through an unprecedented time, 
there are more families and individuals that would 
benefit from partnering with Habitat for Humanity 
than ever before. We are excited to work alongside 
our dedicated volunteers, supporters and partners to 
assist families and individuals to build more safe and 
decent homes in our community.

As always, we put our heart into everything we do! 
Through the commitment of our local volunteers 
and donors - together with our dedicated team - we 
continue to build strength, stability and self-reliance 
in the region we serve together. To get involved as 
a volunteer, build sponsor, team build day host or 
supporter - and lend a hand to build more homes and 
serve more families in Brantford, Brant County or 
Norfolk County please call 519-759-8600.

Together we build strength, stability and self-reliance 
for a better and brighter tomorrow! 

Meaning of Home National Writing Contest – 
enter before February 19, 2021!

Are you a teacher or parent of a grade 4, 5, or 6 
student looking for a great opportunity to help your 
student engage during these very strange days of 
virtual learning?! The Meaning of Home National 

Writing Contest includes FREE lesson plans and 
curriculum, ready for you to download.  

Over the past year our homes have transformed into 
offices, schools and, for the lucky few, places of refuge. 
This year more than ever, we want to know, what does 
home mean to you? The contest encourages students 
to share what home means to them through a poem 
or short essay. It runs from January 4 to February 19, 
2021 and three grand prize winners, one from each 
grade, will receive a $30,000 grant to be directed to 
their local Habitat home build of their choice.  

Teachers or parents interested in having their students 
participate can access an educational module online 
at meaningofhome.ca that includes writing tips and 
information on affordable housing issues in Canada. 
Winners will be announced in June, 2021.  

The Meaning of Home contest would not 
be possible without the generous support 
of Founding Sponsor Sagen and Awards 
Sponsors Revera Living Inc. and Swiffer. Thanks to 
their investments, students have an opportunity to 
give back to their communities in an engaging and 
meaningful way.   

National Writing Contest

Enter Today!

Our sponsors

will donate $10

for every entry

from students in

grades 4, 5, or 6!

www.meaningofhome.ca
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BRUNCH WITH BACH 2020 
 February 9, 2020 • Brantford Polish Hall • D Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK AT 2020 THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

15TH ANNUAL ST. LEONARD'S SOUP CHALLENGE 2020
February 5, 2020 • Branlyn Community Centre, Brantford  D Jason Freeze
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NATIONAL CUPCAKE DAY FOR THE SPCA 2020 
Feb. 24, 2020 • Brant County SPCA, Brantford, ON • D Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK AT 2020 THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

CHILLY WILLY COOK OFF 2020
February 23, 2020 • Harmony Square, Brantford, ON

D Jason Freeze
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Driving between Paris and Woodstock on Highway 
2, the first village you pass through is Falkland, a 
crossroads of sorts, 7 miles west of Paris. Pelton 
Brothers Transport is one of the few business 
operations in Falkland. The traffic through Falkland 
has increased dramatically in the last few years as 
more commuters use Bishopsgate Road / Puttown 
Road as their route between Brantford and Simcoe 
to Kitchener and Waterloo.

Dundas Street, today’s Highway 2, was built through 
the area in 1812, from Paris to Woodstock. The road 
followed an Indigenous trail. When roads were laid 
out before the settlers arrived, they were plotted 
in straight lines regardless of the land features. If 
a steep hill was encountered the road went up the 
hill. As Highway 2 progressed west out of Paris the 
bow of the Nith River altered the course of the road 
and it dipped south to avoid the river and hillside 
that followed. Falkland is located on this dip before 
it resumes its straight-line westward advance to 
Woodstock. Note: The road was known as Governor’s 
Road between Dundas and Paris, and Dundas Street 
between Paris and Woodstock.

Being on Dundas Street the village was well served 
by stagecoaches. By the 1850s there were seven 
hotels between Paris and Princeton, a distance of 
thirteen miles, to serve the travelling public.

Bensville

Falkland is located on the border of the former 
Burford Township and Brantford Township. Ben Cole, 
who settled Lot 1, Concession 1 in Burford Township 

sold lots to establish a village. The village was called 
Bensville. Cole sold his land to Peter McKinley in 
1849. In 1867, Adam Furlow acquired the property.

Christian Church

The first church built for the village was the 
Christian Church, known as the Disciples Church. 
It was built in 1848 on a one-acre plot purchased 
from the Southwick Family in Blenheim Township, 
adjacent and north of Burford Township. The site 
also included land for a pioneer cemetery. The 
church was located on Old Governor’s Road about 
one half mile west of Puttown Road. Old Governor’s 
Road runs east-west north of the village and is 
the straight-line road originally mapped out by the 
surveyors, the road ends at Cleaver Sideroad, at the 
Nith River. Today a portion of this road is closed as 
the land beneath it is being mined for gravel. This 
church closed in 1882. In 1915, the building was sold 
and moved to a nearby property.

Puttown Road

Puttown Road gets its name from Captain Putt. This 
road originally led to Puttown, a sawmill Putt built 
on the Nith River. This road becomes Trussler Road 
when it crosses into Waterloo County.

Methodist Church

The Methodists began meeting in the village in 
1856. The Falkland Methodist Church, a Primitive 
Method Church, was built in 1862. The Methodist 
congregation would eventually move to the Etonia 
Methodist Church and sold the church to the 

Anglican community in 
December 1908. The 
church was renamed St. 
Bartholomew’s Church. 

St Bartholomew’s closed in 1925. The church was 
converted into a house and is still in use. The 
building is located on Highway 2 in the centre of 
Falkland.

Post Office

When the post office opened on 1-June-1862, the 
village was renamed Falkland, at the suggestion of 
John Tews, because there already was a Bensville. 
Martin Stalley, the village tailor, was named the first 
postmaster of the village. The post office closed 
in December 1913 when rural mail delivery was 
introduced to the area.

Mud Creek, Two Springs Creek, Cedar Creek, and a 
smaller creek flowed through the area and emptied 
into Smith’s Creek, later called River Canning, and 
now known as the Nith River. These creeks provided 
waterpower for the early sawmills and gristmills.

The Great Western Railway passed through the area 
in 1854. The tracks are located about one and a 
half miles north of the village, just north of the Nith 
River. The line remains the main line of the Canadian 
National Railway through southern Ontario. Falkland 
was never served by a train station. The nearest 
station was in Princeton, six miles to the west. Paris 
Station was seven miles to the east.

FALKLAND

JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz

facebook @jjackowetz

Location of Falkland in Brant County. (Source: Tremaine’s Map of the County of Brant, Canada West, 1859, from the surveys of Lewis Burwell)

Falkland sign. 
(Photo by the author.)

The Falkland Hotel was built by Robert Fallows between 1872 and 1875. The building was abandoned in the late 1960s 
and torn down in 1999.   (Source: Don Eaton)
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In 1858-59 Bensville boasted three sawmills, a 
tannery, a comb factory, and a busy wagon works. 
The wagon works was operated by Mr. Galloway. 
Harry Hough ran the grocery store and Charles 
Parker was the village shoemaker. There were two 
blacksmiths in the village.

During the good old days residents of Falkland slept 
on straw-filled mattresses, used feather ticks for 

warmth, made homemade soap, ate home-cured 
meats, and travelled by horse and buggy.

Schools

Two schools served the village. The Stone School, 
formally known as S.S. No. 1A Brantford Township, 
was located about one mile east of the village at the 
Cleaver Sideroad. It was a log building and opened 
in 1844. In 1861, a stone building was built replacing 
it. The school closed in 1965 and the children were 
transferred to the new Bethel School on Bethel 
Road just east of Rest Acres Road. The building was 
sold for $5,100 on 6-December-1968 to William 
Sawicki of St. George. The building is still in use for 
a contracting business.

The Sunnyside School was built in 1859 on land 
purchased from John Johnson, Lot 2, Concession 
1, Burford Township. It was a rough timber building 
covered in coarse plaster. The school was located 
west of the village. In 1890, sixty students attended 
the school. In 1891, a new white brick school was 
built just down the road from the old school. On 
31-August-1933, the school was struck by lightning 
and burned to the ground. A new red brick school 

was built on the site to accommodate 30 
students. This school was wired for electricity 
in 1938. Flush toilets were installed in 1948. 
The school closed in 1965 and the children 
were transferred to Bethel School. The land 
and building were sold in June 1968 for $5,000 
to Lily Tompkins of Toronto. The school has 
been converted into a house and additions 
have been made.

Decline

Bensville thrived whereas Falkland did not. 
Between 1862 and 1913, first the sawmill 
closed because the lumber supply was 
depleted. Then the comb factory closed, 
followed by the tannery. The Christian and 
Methodist churches shut down, then the tailor 
shop, followed by one of the blacksmith shops 
and finally the general store.

The remaining blacksmith was Thomas 
Halbert. Halbert arrived in Falkland with his bride 

in 1882. He built his blacksmith shop in 1886. The 
building had a large hall on the second floor that was 
nicely finished. It was known as Halbert’s Hall and 
became the social centre of the community, hosting 
dances, weddings, banquets, and meetings; most 
community social events took place at Halbert’s 
Hall. Halbert was also a violin maker. He toiled away 
at his trade until his death in 1943 at the age of 92. 
His blacksmith shop was auctioned off in 1946.

The Falkland Hotel was built by Robert Fallows 
between 1872 and 1875. The building was 
abandoned in the late 1960s and torn down in 1999.

The Falkland Women’s Institute was organised on 
15-December-1909. Their social events were held at 
Halbert’s Hall. The branch dissolved in 2005.

When World War I broke out fourteen local young 
men enlisted. Enlistment was high at the beginning 
of the war but as news of the carnage and conditions 
over in Europe began to reach Canada, enlistment 
declined and then plummeted.

Highway 2

Highway 2 between Paris and Princeton, through 
Falkland, officially opened on 20-August-1925. It 
was a cement highway. In the 1960s, on the eight 
mile stretch of highway between Paris and Etonia 

were seven service stations, four restaurants, 
and three motels. Service stations, restaurants, 
and motels sprang up seemingly everywhere in 
the 1950s and 1960s as improved roads, and paid 
vacation time encouraged families to travel.

The bridge over the CNR mainline tracks on Canning 
Road opened on 15-June-1966.

Over the years, the alignment of Highway 2 changed, 
and the highway was widened through Falkland 
resulting in the demolition of some buildings, 
including the old post office, that were built close 
to the roadway. Currently, more road changes are 
planned for Falkland.

As Bishopsgate Road approaches Falkland, the road 
veers to the east, to avoid a wooded and swampy 
area. This creates a jog through Falkland to connect 
with Puttown Road. This alignment forces traffic to 
turn left onto Highway 2 and then right onto Puttown 
Road to continue their journey to Waterloo County. 
Traffic backups are common at rush hour. The 
County of Brant plans to build two traffic circles in 
Falkland to ease the congestion at this location; one 
traffic circle at Bishopsgate Road and one at Puttown 
Road.

I would like to thank Peggy Crosby of the 
Princeton and District Museum and Don Eaton 
of Falkland for their kind assistance in helping 
me with this column.

Methodist Church Built by the Methodists in 1862. Sold to the Anglicans in 1908. 
Closed in 1925. The building has been converted to a house and is still occupied.  (Photo 
courtesy of Don Eaton)

Map of the Falkland Traffic Circles To ease congestion through Falkland the Count of Brant will be constructing two traffic circles to facilitate travel along 
Bishopsgate Road / Highway 2 / Puttown Road.(Source: Count of Brant Proposed Bishopsgate Road and Highway 403 Interhange Class Environmental Assessment Study September 2017)

Highway 2 Falkland in the 1920s. The girl in the photo is not identified.  (Photo courtesy 
of Don Eaton)

Stone School The original log school opened on this site in 1844. This stone 
building was built in 1861. The school closed in 1965. In the 19th-century 
young men in their twenties would attend school in the winter to add to their 
knowledge..(Photo by the author)
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