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OUR MEMBERS SHOW STORIES OF HOW
THEIR INGENUITY, PERSEVERANCE,
AND SUPPORT FROM THE COMMUNITY
HELPED THEM TO SURVIVE THE
PANDEMIC

still “go to” spot for
quality Christmas fare

Order by Dec 10th
for delivery
before Christmas!

2 locations to serve you.
115 KING GEORGE RD
519-756-2062
108 COLBORNE ST WEST
519-304-8660

If you’re looking for some great, local foods
and gifts, make sure to stop by at the Brantford
Farmers Market before the Holidays.
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COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS

In light of the Pandemic and to help reduce touch points, please follow these guidelines when picking up your copy of BScene!
• Take your copy when you’re about to leave the store
• Try not to handle other papers
• Please Do Not put papers back in the pile (take it home or recycle it when you’re finished)
• And as always, keep washing your hands and wearing your masks!
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BScene is a local Entertainment & Community
Guide, showcasing the #BRANTastic features
of Brantford, Brant and Six Nations through
engaging content and with the Best Event Guide
in our community.
BScene is distributed free, every month through
key community partners throughout Brantford,
Brant and Six Nations. BScene has a local network
of over 500 distribution points including local
advertisers, retail outlets, dining establishments,
and community centres. For a complete list,
please visit bscene.ca

BSCENE AROUND
TOWN IN NOVEMBER

As a community paper and forum for sharing
thoughts and experiences, the views expressed
in the magazine are not necessarily those of the
Publisher, Editor, other contributors, advertisers
or distributors unless otherwise stated.
BScene is wholly owned and published by Jason
Freeze. All content © 2020 and all rights to
distribution are reserved by BScene.
ADVERTISING
BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500
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as well as providing the Best Event Guide in the
community. We have an engaged and dedicated
readership who are invested in experiencing what
our community has to offer.
For advertising inquiries, please contact:
Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 jason@bscene.ca
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Largest Selection of High Quality Eyewear

Brantford’s ONLY
Same Day Service

10 King George Road
Home Hardware Plaza
Brantford
519-752-5456
www.optichouse.ca

A Family Run
&
Locally Owned Business
for Over 25 Years

Mon. - Wed. 9 - 6 | Thurs. 9 - 8 | Fri. 9 - 6 | Sat. 9:30 - 2

at Reasonable Prices
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Brantford Farmers Market, still “go to” spot for quality Christmas fare
Market hours adjusted to accommodate the holiday
to hold large parties. “I think families are still going to do a bit of
getting together,” he said.
The market is always a treasure trove of gift ideas. And Ryan
Wlodarek says coffee makes a great gift anytime.

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

email yvonne@roundtablepr.com
🔗 roundtablepr.com
Brantford Farmers Market patrons will be able to shop up to and
including the day before Christmas this year, despite the fact that
the big day falls on a Friday.
“We’re opening as if the hours were the Friday and Saturday,” said
manager Bruce Jacobson. But instead of being open on Friday and
Saturday, the market will be open Wednesday, December 23rd
from 9 a.m. till 2 p.m. and on Thursday, December 24th from 7 a.m.
till 2p.m.
They’ll of course be closed Christmas Day and Boxing Day. The

The owner/operator of Oddfellow Coffee Roasters has been in
the Brantford Farmers Market for about 18 months. The specialty
coffee he sells is grown on small lots, it’s traceable and a direct
focus is placed on female coffee farmers of the world.
The coffee he purchases is based out of Brazil, Ethiopia, Costa Rica,
Honduras and El Salvador. “Some of the best coffee in the world is
grown in these places and my wholesaler that gets my bulk coffee,
has a direct link to each of these farms. It’s sourced ethically and
very traceable,” he says.

spend all day in the kitchen cooking for your guests, they also
offer personal chef service. “I come into your kitchen we cook your
dinner there while you guys sit in the dining room and enjoy,” he
said.
Catering by Chris also offers a meal planning service, including
meals for a week, dropped off in a box ready to put in the oven.
And if cooking Christmas dinner is too daunting, they’ll put an
entire family Christmas meal together for you. Christmas party
platters, fruit and veggie platters, cannoli platters consisting of
cannoli shells on a tray with the filling of your choice in the middle,
are also hot items for Christmas.

Wlodarek roasts the beans to the degree he feels brings out the
true flavour and nuances that every coffee bean has.
He points out coffee is a fruit. “So inherently you’re going to find
fruitiness, sweetness, caramel, you name it. It runs the gamut of
flavours, but I choose the coffees from places in the world that I
know people will enjoy,” he said.

Townsend Butchers Inc. was established by the Miedma family in
1972, but they’re newcomers to the Brantford Farmers’ Market.
They’re a full service butcher shop that processes all of their own
products including, smoking the meats and they will even handle
wild game that customers bring in. They’ve taken home platinum
and gold medals from the Ontario Meat and Poultry awards and are
on Team Canada, helping to promote the trade to people under 30.
Butcher, Doug Easterbrook, says amoung the Christmas fare
they offer are; gourmet cuts, fresh “never frozen” turkeys and deli
platters of specialty meats paired with a selection Jensen Cheeses.
And Easterbrook says their award winning bacon is a big seller at
Christmas time.
Catering by Chris is another newcomer to the Brantford Farmers
Market.
market will also be closed New Year’s Day as well as Saturday
January 2nd.
However, Jacobson urges shoppers not to wait till the last day to
order items like Christmas turkeys, hams and other foods from
their favourite vendors, to avoid disappointment.
He says market customers have adjusted to Covid-19 restrictions,
by managing to find the time that’s best for them to visit. “So we
aren’t really having long line-ups anymore,” he said.
Christmas at the market is always busier and Jacobson believes
that will be the case this year, even with people not being able

They offer ready-made meals right from their market stall
including; pierogis, macaroni and cheese, shepherd’s pie, beef pies,
quiches and other “grab and go” fare to take home and heat up.
Chef Chris Hill says they also offered freshly made cannoli, filled on
the spot, supplied by his wife’s business “Pies and Tarts from the
Heart” which is conveniently right next to Catering by Chris. There’s
even gluten free cannoli available and delectable cannoli cream pie.
Catering by Chris handles everything from family dinners to
weddings of anywhere from 200 to 1000 people, but for now,
they’re sticking to Covid-19 restrictions. And if you don’t want to

Photos: Jason Freeze

He also delivers fresh roasted coffee anywhere in Brantford, Brant
County.

There are seven mouthwatering cannoli filling flavours to choose
from and four new ones are being perfected in the test kitchen.
So if you’re looking for some great, local foods and gifts, make
sure to stop by at the Brantford Farmers Market before the
Holidays.

Brantford Farmers Market holiday hours:
Wednesday December 23rd 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.-OPEN
Thursday December 24th 7a.m. to 2 p.m. - OPEN
Friday December 25th Christmas Day- CLOSED
Saturday December 26th-Boxing Day-Closed
Friday January 1st New Year’s Day –Closed
Saturday January 2nd - Closed

🔗 brantfordfarmersmarket.ca
facebook brantfordfarmersmarket
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Snow Buddies Program Recruiting New
Volunteers
Submitted Media Releas

Stock image

The County of Brant Snow Buddies program is looking for
new Buddies to help senior citizens and those who require
additional assistance with their basic snow removal needs.

COMMUNITY NEWS & MEDIA RELEASES

A PUBLIC SERVICE FROM BSCENE
For updates regarding the County of
Brant’s COVID-19 programs & services:
link www.brant.ca/COVID-19
For updates regarding the City of
Brantford’s programs and services visit:
link brantford.ca/Covid-19
Call For Artists – Walter Gretzky Portrait
Submitted Media Release
Glenhyrst Art Gallery is seeking Artists to submit
proposals to create a portrait of Walter Gretzky. The
portrait will become the property of The Corporation of the
City of Brantford and will be located at the newly dedicated
and renamed Walter Gretzky Municipal Golf Course,
Banquet and Learning Academy located at 320 Balmoral
Drive in Brantford, Ontario.
Artists will be selected by a partner-led jury through
a process involving a written statement of approach,
qualifications, and historical documentation. The artist
selection process will be managed by Glenhyrst and will
follow the procurement processes and rules of the gallery.
Award: $10,000 (including HST, if applicable)
First Submission Deadline: Friday, January 8, 2020 at 5:00
PM (EST)
Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant is a regional art gallery in
Brantford, Ontario providing the region with six annual
exhibitions, over 35 events held per year, a variety of
classes, workshops and camps for both adults and
children, and a Permanent Collection with over 600 works.
Glenhyrst is dedicated to engaging our local and regional
communities with art and culture. As such, we have been
selected by the City of Brantford to facilitate the selection
of an artist for the portrait work of Walter Gretzky.
The City owns and operates a municipal golf course
located at 320 Balmoral Drive, Brantford, Ontario
N3R 7S2, called Northridge Municipal Golf Course. In
recognition of Mr. Gretzky’s significant contributions to the
City of Brantford, especially Mr. Gretzky’s contributions to
youth sports, as well as his frequent visits to Northridge
Municipal Golf Course, the City wishes to re-name
Northridge Municipal Golf Course to “The Walter Gretzky
Municipal Golf Course, Banquet & Learning Academy”.
The dedicated portrait will be prominently displayed in the
newly renovated clubhouse.
For more information and the Call for Artist document,
please go to www.glenhyrst.ca or please call Glenhyrst
Art Gallery at 519 756 5932 or email partnerships@
glenhyrst.ca for more information.

Local Update from Dr. Elizabeth Urbantke November 24, 2020
Submitted Media Release
Below is a transcribed version of the statement made by
Dr. Elizabeth Urbantke, Acting Medical Officer of Health of
the Brant County Health Unit, on November 24, 2020
I’d like to start by updating the ongoing CVOVID-19
outbreaks in our jurisdiction.
An outbreak at a Community Living Brant facility was
declared on Friday, November 20 after one resident tested
positive for COVID-19. A staff member associated with this
facility has also tested positive. As is typical protocol, all
staff and residents will now be tested.

The outbreak at Brucefield Manor Retirement Home
has now seen 20 residents and five staff test positive for
COVID-19.
The outbreak at Brierwood Gardens Long-term Care home
remains ongoing with one affected staff member.
The community outbreak at KFC in Lynden Park Mall is
still ongoing. No further cases have been added. The cases
associated with KFC continues to stand at three.
The outbreak at Rejuvenate Cosmetic Clinic was declared
over on November 19.
Last week, we saw another spike in our local case
numbers. There were 66 confirmed COVID-19 cases in
Brant last week, the most we’ve seen thus far in our
pandemic response.
With the cases we saw last week, many of our weekly
indicators were in line with the Red-Control level of the
Provincial framework for the week ending on November
22. Our incidence rate rose to 49.18, our percent positivity
rose to 3.39 and our reproductive number sat at 1.44 at
week’s end.
It’s important to remember that the Province also looks
at health and public health system capacity when making
decisions about where jurisdictions will fall within the
framework. Both of those indicators remain adequate at
this point in time for us locally, and are not at risk of being
overwhelmed.
The Province will now assess our local context and
conduct an overall risk assessment. This process takes
place for all jurisdictions weekly. The Province will
announce any decision about possible movement within
the framework on Friday. It’s also important to remember
that the Province is making these decisions based on the
previous two weeks of data.
Once again, we saw the same concerning trend of positive
cases with a large amounts of close contacts last week.
Most of our infections continue to stem from social
gatherings, both locally and from those traveling and
acquiring the infection from provincial hotspots
I’d like to provide some context for those who continue to
have close contact social gatherings with those outside
their households. Having a close contact visit with people
outside of your household is not, in reality, a visit with just
those who attended. You are also essentially visiting with
all of their close contacts as well.

“The Snow Buddies program is offered throughout all
our communities in the County of Brant,” said Sarah
Dredge, Recreation Coordinator for the County of Brant.
“Volunteers sign up to be paired with a resident in the
area. The County will match each Snow Buddy to a local
resident and then allow the resident to reach out to their
Buddy directly for assistance during the winter months.
The program started in 2014 and has helped countless
residents ensure they can safely use sidewalks throughout
the winter months. This year, the need for assistance is at
an all time high due to COVID-19 and the increase of home
deliveries.
“During the pandemic, residents are encouraged to stay
home. Many of the senior residents are working with
home healthcare workers and have groceries, meals,
medications and other essential items delivered directly
to their homes. We need to make sure they can receive
these necessities without limitation and with safety as our
top priority,” said Dredge. “This service is only available
if youth offer their time to help those in need. This is an
excellent way for youth to give back to their community
and get some job experience or volunteer hours, fresh air
and exercise.”
If you are interested in being a Snow Buddy, please visit
www.brant.ca/SnowBuddies and fill out the Snow Buddy
Online Registration Form.
For residents in the County of Brant who requires
assistance with snow shoveling, visit www.brant.
ca/SnowBuddies and fill out the Adult/Senior online
registration form.
For more details the Snow Buddy Program in the County
of Brant contact Sarah Dredge, Recreation Coordinator at
519.44BRANT and Sarah.Dredge@brant.ca.

Orange Restrict Level - Impacts on City Programs
and Services
Submitted Media Releas
Effective immediately until further notice, the City of
Brantford is designated within the Orange-Restrict level
under the Keeping Ontario Safe & Open Framework.
This means enhanced measures, restrictions and
enforcements are in place to avoid any closures. Below
are some of the general public health measures in place
related to gatherings, workplace requirements and face
coverings:
- Events and social gatherings (for example, barbeques):
10 people indoors, 25 people outdoors
- Organized public events and gatherings: 50 people
indoors, 100 people outdoors
- Religious services, weddings and funerals, 30% capacity
indoors, 100 people outdoors

Let’s use an example of if you attended a four person
indoor, close contact gathering outside of your household.
Those four people you are visiting are most likely having
close contact with others as part of their daily lives. So
essentially you are now in close contact with all those
people as well. Your hosts may also be having others
over for different visits. When you take all of this into
account, all the close contacts involved add up and quickly
your four person social visit now has many more people
involved, which has exponentially increased your risk of
acquiring COVID-19. So while having a few people over
may not seem like a huge risk, it’s important to remember
why the current guidelines state that close contact should
be between only those within the same household.

- Requirement for workplace screening

I understand that this is extremely hard to do with
the upcoming holiday season, but our decisions and
behaviours are the only thing that is going to turn the tide
on the numbers we are seeing.

- Non-essential travel from areas of high-transmission to
areas of low transmission should be avoided

Again, I know that a lot has been asked of our residents
this year and the road has not been easy, but we need to
come together now more than ever.

- Requirement to provide contact information when
visiting City community and recreational centres, and
other public spaces such as restaurants and bars,
personal care services (hair salons and spas) cinemas and
performing arts centres
- Face coverings required in indoor workplaces and indoor
public spaces
- Where patrons without face coverings are within
two metres of workers, workers must use additional
protections such as eye protection
- Physical distancing must be maintained

- No more than four people at a table in a restaurant or
rented space
A complete list of measures within the Orange-Restrict
level is available on the Ontario.ca website

A limited number of twenty (20) people will be allowed on
the walking track at a given time.
Weight room and fitness class patrons will be limited to
10 participants at one time. The City’s RecConnect online
pre-registration process remains the same.
Participants must wear face coverings in the weight
room and fitness classes while moving from one area
to another. Face coverings may be temporarily removed
during physical activity however, we strongly recommend
that they are worn during less-intensive activities such as
lifting weights and stretching.
Increased physical distancing measures of three (3)
metres must be maintained between fitness participants
in each fitness classes and while using the weight room
at all times. Please note that where three (3) metres is
not possible, we ask that patrons please avoid using
equipment that is next to another patron until it becomes
available for use.
No spectators permitted (exemption for parent and
guardian supervision of children). A 90-minute time
restriction is placed on all spectators, arenas and
gymnasiums for team rentals and training.
Spectators will be limited to one parent/guardian per child
under 18 years of age and only when necessary.
Arena rentals are restricted to training sessions only.
Brantford and Area Sports Hall of Recognition remains
closed.
Gymnasium rentals are available to organized team
rentals only.
With the new limitations in place it is even more important
that participants arrive for their pre-booked time slot. If
you must cancel please we ask that you call us at 519756-9900 or email us at wgsc@brantford.ca to cancel at
least 24 hours in advance.
Participants for pool and fitness will be admitted into the
building five minutes before the pre-registered start time.
Participants for arena use will be admitted into the
building ten minutes before the rental time.
All participants are asked to leave the areas as quickly as
possible after the program or rental time.
Closed for the Season
Splash Pads closed as of Sept 7
Lions Park effective today
Bocce ball and lawn bowling effective today
Tennis courts effective today
Skate Park effective today
Bike Park effective today
Golf effective today
Steve Brown Running Field effective today
Other Important Reminders:
- Self-isolation of 14 days is MANDATORY if returning
from travel abroad (meaning you cannot be in public for
14 days)
- Wash your hands frequently for at least 20 seconds
- Keep a safe physical distance of at least 6 feet or 2
metres from those around you who are not in your
immediate household
- Avoid touching your face
- Do not hug or shake hands with others
- Do not gather in groups of more than 10 people that you
do not live with in your primary residence
For additional updates regarding City of Brantford
programs and services, and the continuity of essential
services, please follow the City on Facebook and Twitter
and visit brantford.ca/coronavirus.
For more information regarding City programs and
services please call the City’s Customer Contact Centre
at 519-759-4150 or email us at CustomerContact@
brantford.ca.

Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre Protocols effective
November 16, 2020
Reservation required for entry; one reservation for teams.
Visitors are required to sign a contact information tracking

Specializing in All your BBQ needs!

403 Fairview Dr.

sheet while entering/leaving the building.



519-752-3151
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DECEMBER 2020 BSCENE EVENT GUIDE
Please visit bscene.ca for a more complete listing of events, cancellations, postponements and new dates.
Make sure to check with the Event Organizers for more details.
DATE

EVENT NAME

LOCATION

START TIME

CATEGORY

Tues. Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29

Karaoke with The Sandman

Marvelous Lounge

05:00 PM

Entertainment

Tues. Dec. 1, 8 & 15

Brant Fly Tyers and Fly Fishers Group Meeting

Brant Rod & Gun Club

06:00 PM

Education

Thurs. December 1 - 10

Little String Orchestra - Registration

Hellenic Community Centre

06:00 PM

Education

Dec. 1 - 31

2021 Paws In Time Calendar on sale

Brant County SPCA

Community

Dec. 1 - 31

Alzheimer Awareness Month Prize Calendar On Sale

https://bit.ly/AlzheimerAwarenessMonthPrizeCalendar sarsenault@alzbrant.ca 519.759.7692

Community

Dec. 1 - 31

Little Boxes-Plus Orders

email littleboxes.plus@gmail.com or 519.752.7958

Community

Dec. 1 - January 08, 2021

Call for Artists for a Walter Gretzky Portrait

https://www.glenhyrst.ca/call-for-artists-walter-gretzky-portrait/

Community

Wed. Dec. 2, 9 & 16

Take-Out German Food (order by Wed. at 5pm, P/U Fri. 4-6pm)

call Barb at 519.753.7561

Thurs. Dec. 3, 10 & 17

Fish & Chips

Knights Hall

04:00 PM

Community

Thurs. Dec. 3, 10 & 17

Karaoke with The Sandman

Marvelous Lounge

05:00 PM

Entertainment

Thurs. Dec. 3, 10 & 17

Thursday Trivia Nights (County of Brant Public Library)

https://crowd.live/EH3CA

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Dec. 4 - Jan. 1

Brantford Lights at Glenhyrst

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

06:00 PM

Community

Sun. Dec. 6, 13, 20 & 27

Karaoke with The Sandman

Marvelous Lounge

05:00 PM

Entertainment

Dec. 7 - 23

Lynden Park Mall’s Virtual Santa Photo (Mon. - Sat. 11am - 8pm, Sun. 11am - 5pm)

Lynden Park Mall

11:00 AM

Community

Dec. 12 - Feb. 26

Witness Blanket

Woodland Cultural Centre

The Arts

Tuesday, December 1

Giving Tuesday - Save the Evidence Campaign

donations http://woodlandculturalcentre.ca/the-campaign/

Community

Tuesday, December 1

Annual General Meeting - Virtual (Paris & District Chamber of Commerce)

register at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeoUTIDTWVxOjw-QkJlIYlbaIqqiWNqUBO6uujCyxBfduaoCA/viewform?gxids=7757

Tuesday, December 1

Zoom Basics Workshop (Brant Skills Centre)

01:00 PM

Education

Wednesday, December 2

Crafting with Kelly: String Christmas Tree (County of Brant Public Library)

online video

8:00 AM

Education

Thursday, December 3

Jeff Harding

Hudson Public Kitchen + Bar

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Friday, December 4

Vibrant Palette Student Exhibit Official Opening

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

Friday, December 4

2020 Hurtin’ Merv (reservations 226.802.1597)

Brantford Polish Hall

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Saturday, December 5

Adventures in Memoir Writing (adults, & Sun. Dec. 6)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House)

01:30 PM

Education

Saturday, December 5

Jeff Harding

Brant Artillery Gunners Club

02:00 PM

Entertainment

Saturday, December 5

Vaga Blond (reservations 226.802.1597)

Brantford Polish Hall

02:00 PM

Entertainment

Saturday, December 5

National Candle Day Candlelit Tours

Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks

03:00 PM

Community

Saturday, December 5

Drive Thru Christmas Displays

Paris Fairgrounds

04:00 PM

Community

Saturday, December 5

Christmas Candlelight Tours

Bell Homestead National Historic Site

05:00 PM

Community

Thursday, December 10

Navigating Online Information Workshop (Brant Skills Centre)

06:00 PM

Education

Thursday, December 10

Downtown Brantford’s LIVE Holiday Special!

https://www.facebook.com/events/722718728451944/

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Friday, December 11

2020 Have a Cigar (reservations 226.802.1597)

Brantford Polish Hall

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Saturday, December 12

Healing with Art and Stories with Dr. Amira Ayad

register at http://fiveoaks.on.ca/program-schedule/6329/healing-with-art-and-stories-2020

10:00 AM

Education

Saturday, December 12

Home for Christmas Concert (The Glass Slipper Company)

email xtheglassslippercompany@gmail.com for tickets

01:30 PM

Entertainment

Saturday, December 12

The Darren Hancock Band (reservations 226.802.1597)

Brantford Polish Hall

02:00 PM

Entertainment

Saturday, December 12

Christmas Candlelight Tours

Bell Homestead National Historic Site

05:00 PM

Community

Sunday, December 13

Virtual Opening Reception of Witness Blanket Exhibition

register: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIodumurzMvGN1UfNKJoAmMQjrmFR8Z3byd

07:00 PM

The Arts

Monday, December 14

The Lesser Blessed

Gathering Place by the Grand

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Tuesday, December 15

Excel Basics Workshop (& Thurs. Dec. 15, Brant Skills Centre)

06:00 PM

Education

Wednesday, December 16

Crafting with Kelly: Seasonal Table Runner (County of Brant Public Library)

online video

8:00 AM

Education

Thursday, December 17

Christmas Yoga Nidra with Kathy Brown

reg. at https://bit.ly/yogawithkathy

07:00 PM

Sports

Friday, December 18

Hwy 24 (reservations 226.802.1597)

Brantford Polish Hall

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Friday, December 18

A Live Dramatic Reading of A Christmas Carol & Christmas Sing-a-long with Wanda

Paris Presbyterian Church

07:30 PM

The Arts

Friday, December 18

The Nazareth Evening News Youth Play

Fellowship Baptist Church

07:00 PM

The Arts

Saturday, December 19

A Live Dramatic Reading of A Christmas Carol & Christmas Sing-a-long with Wanda

Paris Presbyterian Church

01:30 PM

The Arts

Saturday, December 19

A Live Dramatic Reading of A Christmas Carol & Christmas Sing-a-long with Wanda

Paris Presbyterian Church

07:30 PM

The Arts

Saturday, December 19

The Nazareth Evening News Youth Play

Fellowship Baptist Church

07:00 PM

The Arts

Sunday, December 20

The Nazareth Evening News Youth Play

Fellowship Baptist Church

07:00 PM

The Arts

Tuesday, January 5

Brant Fly Tyers and Fly Fishers Group Meeting

Brant Rod & Gun Club

06:00 PM

Education

Creative Writing Instructor at Laurier’s Brantford
Campus Wins Scotiabank Giller Prize
Submitted Media Release

years ago, I went to school and pronounced the word
‘knife’ wrong, and I didn’t get a prize. But tonight, there is
one. Thank you, thank you, thank you.”

The Atlantic and Granta. Thammavongsa has also been
announced as a judge for the prestigious 2021 Griffin
Poetry Prize by the Griffin Trust for Excellence in Poetry.

Souvankham Thammavongsa, an instructor in the English
program at Wilfrid Laurier University’s Brantford campus,
has won the 2020 Scotiabank Giller Prize for her short
story collection, How to Pronounce Knife.

Thammavongsa will receive $100,000 courtesy of
Scotiabank. Thammavongsa was awarded the prize during
a virtual event hosted by Canadian actor Eric McCormack.
During the broadcast, frontline workers read snippets
from the works of all the finalists.

This year, Thammavongsa is teaching “Introduction to
Creative Writing” and “Creative Writing: Short Story” for
the English program at Laurier’s Brantford campus.

How to Pronounce Knife (McClelland & Stewart) is a
collection of stories focused on characters struggling to
make a living, including the daily lives – both humorous
and tragic – of immigrants. Thammavongsa highlights
the hopes, endeavours and hardships of unforgettable
characters caught between cultures, languages and
values.
“Thank you to the jury. I don't envy you; the decision
must have been difficult and I'm so thankful to my fellow
nominees... your brilliance is why this means so much,”
said Thammavongsa in her acceptance speech. “Thirty-six

On Sept. 8, Thammavongsa’s work, along with 13 other
titles, were chosen from a field of 118 books submitted by
publishers all across Canada. On Oct. 5, a panel of judges
announced the five finalists for the Scotiabank Giller Prize
shortlist.
While How to Pronounce Knife is Thammavongsa’s first
work of fiction, she is also the author of four poetry
books: Cluster (2019), Light (2013), Found (2007) and
Small Arguments (2003). Her short stories have won an O.
Henry Award and appeared in Harper’s, The Paris Review,

“We are so proud that our creative writing professor,
Souvankham Thammavongsa, has won the 2020
Scotiabank Giller Prize,” says Ken Paradis, English
program coordinator at Laurier’s Brantford campus.
“Souvankham has quickly established herself among
our students as a beloved and valuable instructor, and
now they can also know that they are learning the craft of
creative writing from Canada's very best.”

Community

12:00 PM
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JOB NUMBERS MOVING IN RIGHT DIRECTION
Submitted Media Release
Brantford’s job market continues to bounce back from the
worst impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The City of Brantford’s unemployment rate has fallen for
four straight months since hitting a peak of 12.6% in June.
The jobless rate was estimated at 7.2% in October, down
from 8.1% in September, according to Statistics Canada
figures released Friday.
Brantford’s job picture continues to look rosier than in
surrounding communities and in Ontario and Canada as
a whole.
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WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LOOSE LEAF VS BAGGED TEAS?
Drop in for
Your Christmas Teas

Follow Us
@steves_teas
519-755-0177
783 Colborne St. E. Unit #2 Brantford
www.stevesteas.com

LANA BURCHELL
link stevesteas.com
Most of our customers are aware of our feelings towards tea
bags, while they are a convenience, they’re the least desirable way
to make tea. A lot of tea bags are bleached to make them seem
white and they use a glue to seal them. Therefore, you are not just
steeping your tea but also steeping bleached paper and glue. We
have come across several people who have complained that they
cannot drink tea because it upsets their stomach; chances are it’s
the bag and not the tea that’s the problem.
Silken tea bags or Pyramid bags are not silk, silken is a name not
a material and most of these bags are plastic and the string and
paper are also made from non-compostable or non-biodegradable
materials. When boiling water hits these materials, it can produce
several cancer-causing particles.
The undesirable components aside, there are several other reasons
to prefer loose leaf tea over a bagged tea. To get the full flavour out
of your tea you need larger pieces of leaves that are free to float
around. The problem with bagged tea is that many of them are too
small and subsequently constrict the tea leaves. Tea leaves release
flavor by expanding in water, so when the leaves are restricted,
they don't fully infuse the flavour. That means that tea bags often

Stock photo

Merry Christmas
From our family to yours!

make tea that doesn't taste good. But for me the number one
reason for choosing loose leaf over bagged tea is tea that goes into
bags compared to loose leaf. In the tea business the tea that goes
into bags has several names, it can be known as “dust,” “fannings”
or my favourite “Floor Sweepings.”
Yes it takes more time and effort to make a cup of loose leaf tea
but the rewards are well worth it. Please give us a chance to show
you how great loose leaf tea can be and maybe you’ll rediscover
tea or just plain discover something new. We are here to answer all
your questions about tea.
And remember tea makes a great Christmas Gift!
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays Everyone!

BSCENE

PUZZLES

SUDOKU
How To Play:

Complete the grid so each column, row and
3 X 3 box (with bold borders) contains every number 1 to 9.

250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
 Wine
ben@positanowine.com
 Beer
www.positanowine.com
positanowinesandcoffee
 Gift Cards

86 Dalhousie St. Brantford
519-304-7090
ninenorth.ca@gmail.com
www.ninenorth.ca





4000 hous
es in
15 years a
nd countin

Difficulty Level : 2

g!

Used with permission from http://en.top-sudoku.com
For solution see page 14

HOME INSPECTIONS • NEW HOME WARRANTY
INFRARED • WETT CERTIFIED • RADON INSPECTIONS

519.754.6789

CherryHomeInspections.ca
●
●
●
●

Voice Over Services
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com
yvonne@roundtablepr.com
Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

ADVERTISING WORKS...
YOU JUST PROVED IT!
PUT YOUR BUSINESS CARD IN FRONT
OF THOUSANDS OF EYES!
10,000 copies every month, available at 450 locations
in Brantford, Brant County & Six Nations

Contact: Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 jason@bscene.ca

DECEMBER 2020
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20 Roy Blvd. Unit 34 Brantford
519-732-0629
 info@ourkitchenbrantford.ca
 www.ourkitchenbrantford.ca
 www.artisaneatsokb.ca

Pick Up your Calendar
at Our Kitchen Brantford
12 months of exquisite food and creators
1 amazing insert

Comes with $100. plus in Coupons

from the membership & participating sponsors

Sponsor Our Calendar
Support Small Food Businesses that are Supplying our Local Community

$25. each

$5. goes to Brantford Soup for the Soul
All Beautifully Photographed
by @sherrysmithphotography
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THE LONG WINDING TREK TO DECEMBER 2020...
A MESSAGE FROM THE PUBLISHER
twitter @Jason Freeze
facebook jason.freeze
🔗 BScene.ca
December has finally arrived! Its certainly felt like this
year has been a long trek through a dark and winding
forest. There's been a lot of uncertainty and hardship,
and at times it felt like it was never going to end. So
when I say, "December has finally arrived" it comes
with both excitement and relief this year.
December is always a time of family, giving and
positivity; no matter what you may celebrate. And for
me, December has always been one of my favourite
times of the year. But I confess, I haven't felt quite the
same joy and excitement that I usually do at this time
of year. It feels a bit different somehow.
I suspect similar feelings are going on in many of us
this year. We're feeling lonely, angry, tired, scared, and
definitely uncertain about many things. That word,
‘uncertain’ seems to be a running theme this year. And

But I had a thought recently. I was reminded of the
classic story of The Grinch Who Stole Christmas. And
our situation is somewhat similar in a way. Our lives
and our Holidays have unavoidably changed, but like
the Whos of Whoville, we just have to focus on what
we have and stay positive.
So with that in mind, let’s focus on the positives
this Holiday/Christmas Season. Let’s make sure
we support each other by keeping ourselves and
each other safe and healthy. And let’s help out
our community by shopping locally and staying
#BRANTastic!
From our family to yours, we hope you have
a Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and
#BRANTastic New Year!
Jason – Owner of BScene

Photo krakenimages/Unsplash

JASON FREEZE

that's one of the big problems; 2020 has brought us a
torrent of uncertainty and change to our lives. So it's
no wonder why we feel this way.

facebook twitter instagram
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IT HAS TO HURT IF IT’S GOING TO HEAL WITH EYE OF THE ATLAS
BSCENE

MUSIC SCENE

HEIDI HOPF
facebook HeidiHopfJournalism
Most of the music I hear today tends to be light and airy, boastful, or just overall lacks
substance. Bold statement I know, and I realize it may sound like a negative. It’s not.
There is a time and a need for that style of music. Without it, we would be surrounded by
doom and gloom. What it seems we are missing though, is a band that will provide us with
simultaneous feelings of sadness and hope. The type of music that will embrace transition
and all that is dark and light within it. A band that is fitting for the uncertain and sometimes
desperate times that many of us find ourselves sitting in, yet refuses to allow us to wallow.
Eye Of The Atlas delivers us a world to safely sit within while
contemplating the present, learning from the past, and
looking forward to the future.
Eye Of The Atlas ( Chris Brown - guitar/vocals, Chris
Mulligan - bass, Richie Wilkes - drums, vocals) is a band
that delivers nothing short of a passionate and emotional
performance. With each band member bringing a vastly
different personality and set of life experiences to the table
it's not a wonder that their style of Prog Metal would be
emotion-centric right down to the band name.
Brown explains, “ Eye Of The Atlas means, the moon
is always watching. The moon essentially controls our
emotions. It’s always there, keeping an eye on us and always
watching. It was a lyric in a song that I developed into a
bigger idea. At night it's that big thing that’s always facing
the same direction. It never rotates. It’s always looking at
us, the atlas, which is our world. So any secrets that you
have the moon knows. It knows you, no matter what you’re
feeling it’s gonna come out eventually.”
With winter and what seems to be an inevitable lockdown looming over us, the voice of the
moon is amplified for a lot of us these days. Many of us find ourselves in hard times and
stuck in churning thoughts, but sometimes that’s ok. As we are cooped in our homes and
away from others we may find ourselves depressed or lost, but this is a time of transition
and it does not come easily. If we are going to truly heal, first we must feel.
Wilkes explains how their self-titled song “ Eye Of The Atlas” had that same effect during
a challenging time of his own. “Sometimes there’s happiness in that sort of depression
because that's when you come to terms. When you just let yourself be destroyed like that
but you know that after that it’s ok. After I had that moment with that song, I kinda started
feeling better. I stopped drinking and started turning myself around and getting strong
again.”

It can be truly amazing the way one song can really change a person's whole mindset and
help them heal. Music has always had innate healing abilities for both the listener and the
creator.  
Brown touched on the healing process while explaining the album. “It’s a reflection of things
that I’ve done or been through, and things I have seen people do and go through. I've tried to
explain and process those things lyrically.”
Brown later found that there was more to express and took
the themes from the songs and created a book to accompany
the album. “ Some people have said to me it’s really good but
it doesn’t make me happy it makes me depressed. It’s hard to
want to relate to some of it because a lot of it is really hard,”
Brown explained. “ But for me, it’s a way to release that energy
and let the bad stuff out. If you let these things out then you
have room to let the light in, instead of feeling that harvested
negativity your entire life. If you make mistakes you can forgive
yourself but it can still stay inside you. You have to accept what
is, and move passed your past, without regret.”
While listening to Brown’s soaring vocals you can almost
envision the heavy emotion, be it anger or love, escaping his
psyche and being swept away by Wilkes driving drums and
Mulligans warm yet rushing bass lines. Although the band's
songs go through a variety of story lines ranging from death,
birth, love, and anger they consistently bring forward an allencompassing sound that truly allows you to fall within and
travel through a series of spiritual experiences.
In a time like this sometimes that is exactly what is needed. Although things get rough
it is of the utmost importance to allow ourselves to feel the emotions to the full extent.
Embrace them, learn them, and then let them go. It can be hard to not stay stagnant and lose
ourselves in the negativity that surrounds us, but if we stay strong we will preserver in the
end. All will be well. Although at times we must face the darkness, we also must remember
the light.
Eye Of The Atlas will be releasing their album in 2021 in the meantime watch their website
for upcoming news and shows.
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GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!
HUMAN RESOURCES

BUSINESS SERVICES

DO YOUR EMPLOYEES HAVE
UNUSED VACATION?
This year has seen an unprecedented
impact on the working lives of Canadians.
As a result of travel restrictions, layoffs,
and other changes, many employees were
not able to use all of their annual vacation
entitlement. Others, such as front-line
workers, may have worked overtime or a
lot of extra hours, which would increase
the amount of vacation pay they earn. So,
what happens to the vacation entitlement
if it isn’t used?
When it comes to accrual-based vacation
pay that aligns with Employment
Standards minimums, employers are
"required to ensure that" employees take
at least their statutory time off (i.e. 10
or 15 days), at which time their accrued
(banked) vacation pay would be paid out.
This should happen within 10 months of
the employee earning the vacation.

SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESSES
THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA
Appreciating and supporting local businesses is
an initiative that is important to our community.
Purchasing directly from local businesses
improves their sales, however, there are other
ways to help too. Did you know that following a
business on social media can help them too?

KATHRYN KISSINGER
to the person's customs, if the company's
normal holiday times are not suitable.
Your company should create and
implement a policy to state how the
unused vacation will be dealt with to
ensure that everyone understands the
situation. The dilemma you face is that
technically it is a violation of the ESA
for workers to not take their statutory
vacation time off and receive the
corresponding vacation pay.

When you endorse a local business by
following their pages, you are not only helping
to support them, but there are benefits for
you too. The simplest ways to follow most
businesses are:

Call us for help with your employee
policies!

•

Follow or Like their page – This will
increase their social media presence
and expand their reach. It also means
you will never miss a sale or event
that this business is promoting

•

Leave feedback – Feedback is an
amazing way for businesses to see
how they are performing. It can enable
them to learn new ways to improve on
their brand.

If your business needs help on these or other
Human Resources issues, please reach out to us
for a free half-hour consultation!

If you get to the end of the year, and some
have still not taken vacation, you can
do one of two things: pay out whatever
vacation pay and time is "banked" and
force them to take time off at a mutually
convenient time, such as the Christmas
holiday period; or carry over and the next
year when they take time off, pay out their
vacation pay (but not the time). You could
mutually agree that they take the vacation
over a holiday period that is appropriate

Take and share a photo – Take a photo
of your new purchase, or a “before
and after” picture of the services they
provided. This personal touch can help
the business to gain credibility with
other followers and potential clients

Need help? Call us! 519-752-4636.

Leave a review – Thanking a business
for going above and beyond or leaving

Office hours: 8:30 to 4:30, M-F

•

Unexpected low grades on report cards can be an
upsetting surprise, causing stress for parents and
students.

What is WISE™?

2.

The Location must have implemented
important safety and handling processes to
ensure the security of your device and the
security of the information on your device.

A Location must successfully demonstrate both
components to achieve certification.
Why is WISE™ Certification important to CPR Cell
Phone Repair Brantford?

Enterprise Brant
330 West Street , Unit 10
519.752.4636
enterprisebrant.com

communications@enterprisebrant.com

EDUCATION

CPR Cell Phone Repair Brantford is happy to
announce that our store is a WISE™ Authorized
Service Provider.

The Location must have technicians on
staff that have passed a comprehensive
written exam and have shown that they can
competently repair the common devices
that a repair shop would see.

If you need business loans or advice, call us, we
can help!

•

BEAT THE REPORT CARD BLUES

1.

Whether you are a local customer or a small
business owner yourself, supporting our
business community on social media helps to
enhance our entire region. At Enterprise Brant
we are running a “Tis the season” campaign
to increase the social media platforms of
businesses in the area. Follow us on our
Facebook to get a glimpse of some hidden
shopping gems and traditional favorites.

Repost - Help to spread a businesses’
word to your followers. Is there a new
product you cannot wait to get, or a
contest that must be entered?

WISE™ CERTIFICATION

There are 2 components to the certification process:

a positive experience review can make
a big difference. Your review could be
the reason why a new potential client
calls them for a booking or visits their
store.

•

Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254
kissingerhrservices.com

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

WISE™ stands for Wireless Industry Service
Excellence. The standards for a WISE™ Authorized
Service Provider are set by the CTIA (Cellular
Telecommunications and Internet Association)
The CTIA is made up of wireless carriers, wireless
manufacturers, and other partners that have
a vested interest in the wireless industry. The
association developed the WISE™ program to
ensure that when people need a mobile device repair
that they can take their device to a facility that has
trained technicians who following industry best
practices for the repair.

DENISE BAKER

STEVE & LORRAINE GARNHAM
•

Helps us show our commitment to provide
high standards for our customers and
clients and a commitment to follow the best
repair practices in the industry, to ensure
your devices are repaired properly.

•

Helps us to maintain and pursue business
accounts to service mobile devices.

•

It is a requirement to participate in future
OEM authorized repair programs.

If you have any questions about WISE™ certification
please feel free to contact us at CPR Cell Phone
Repair Brantford.

185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford
519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

Parents worry about kids not performing up to their
full potential, and kids worry that poor grades can lead
to an unhappy parent.

TIFFANY BERE

Beat the report card blues by reviewing assignments
frequently, staying current with progress, and asking
for help when issues arise.

child’s agenda to see what they have coming up and if
work is being completed.

FUN FACT
Make sure to read the teacher’s comments for
additional insights on attitudes about learning.

By staying in the loop all year long, report cards
become only one of the metrics to track school
performance.

Teachers spend time observing how kids learn in class
and can offer valuable insight into struggles and other
issues that may not be apparent until reading the
teacher’s comments.

The first report card of the school year is not the final
word on grades, but it can be a warning sign. If there is
something surprising, don’t wait and see. Take steps to
fix it before it gets worse.

How To Avoid Report Card Surprises

Oxford Learning programs help students build
thinking and learning skills, as well as planning and
organizational abilities. All of which lead to school
success and better grades.

•

Meet the teacher. Regular, informal chats keep
you informed about how things are going at
school.

•

Review tests and assignments after they are
returned. Follow up to prevent surprises.

•

Some school subjects may be more challenging
than others. Lower marks can be normal.

•

Look for progress. Even poor marks can be
encouraging if they show progression from
previous progress or report cards.

There are other indicators that things might be off
track such as a poor attitude, homework frustrations,
forgetting work or books, and complaining about going
to school.
Talk about school daily, and discuss what was learned
and what was good or bad about the day. Look at your

Report card questions? Don’t waste time!
Contact us for more information on our programs
as well as our new Virtual Table™ Teaching
Sessions!

All Ages. All Grades. All Subjects.
1084 Rest Acres Rd., Paris, ON N3L 0B5
519.209.8099 oxfordlearning.com
paris@oxfordlearning.com

BSCENE IS PROUD TO OFFER ADVICE FROM LOCAL EXPERTS FOR ISSUES IMPORTANT TO YOU. THE ADVICE PROVIDED IS THAT OF THE PARTICIPANT AND IS NOT ENDORSED, NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OPINION OF BSCENE.

DECEMBER 2020
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STRATEGY & INNOVATION
WHAT’S YOUR PLAN B?
Times are changing but that’s
no excuse for not creating new
opportunities
Bob Dylan once sang, ‘the times they are
a changing…’ Who could have foreseen
the changes forced by Covid19?  Thinking
in terms of innovations while fighting to
survive may seem odd but it’s the same
approach to find the solutions you need.  
Whatever you planned to do in January
is now dated. For 2021, you need a
‘Plan A’, and a ‘Plan B’ and ‘Plan C’. The
Idea Factory has worked with many
organizations to reinvent their futures.
Create the opportunity to invest time with
your key staff to create your 2021. This
can be as simple as stepping back to think
for a half-day Idea Factory.  
I have seen how good and bad decisions
in our organizations. We tend to make the
same planning mistakes:
•

Getting the definition of the
problem wrong the first time

•

Quickly jumping to a solution
based on ‘experience’

•

Failing to notice the spin-off
problem our solution creates

•

Waiting for a crisis before acting  

Merry Christmas
Happy Holidays
and a

ED BERNACKI
1.

Delivering value: with your
products and services. What
can impact the quality of your
products and services or your
sales locally or internationally?  

2.

Creating value: with your
systems and processes to deliver
your services and products;
staffing, marketing, distribution,
operations, supply, and so on.   

#BRANTastic New Year

from the BScene Team

The most innovative companies keep
one eye on the immediate day-to-day
challenges with others on the horizon to
notice what is coming and ‘a changing’.
Who can argue with Bob Dylan?  
Visit www.EdBernacki.ca for the full
article.

Get in front of Covid19. Create your plans
based on two challenges all organizations
face.  

Be seen with

Phone: 226 450 2808
EdBernacki.ca
PSIdeaFactory.com
InnovativeConferences.com

Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network
of Engaged Community Members

jason@bscene.ca

BSCENE

BALLET JÖRGEN'S 'THE NUTCRACKER' 2019
December 8, 2019 • The Sanderson Centre, Brantford, ON • D Jason Freeze

Jason Freeze

226.802.2299

A LOOK BACK AT 2019 THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS
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Brantford Blooms

DECEMBER 2020

Florist
344 Colborne St. Brantford
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From My Family To Yours

Merry Christmas

31 Mechanic St. (Wincey Mills) Paris

226-250-3121
brantfordblooms.com

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays
with Fresh Flowers & Unique Designs

PHIL McCOLEMAN MP
Brantford—Brant

PHIL.MCCOLEMAN@PARL.GC.CA
PHILMCCOLEMANMP.CA • 519-754-4300

Oriental Restaurant
162-164 Market St. Brantford
519-756-6061 or 519-756-6065
www.orientalbrantford.com
Delivery & Take Out

Happy Holidays

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays

WILL BOUMA, MPP Brantford-Brant

 519-759-0361  www.willbouma.ca  will.bouma@pc.ola.org

Holidays at the Homestead
Tour Melville house decorated in Victorian holiday splendor!
Afterwards visit The Exchange Cafe for a scrumptious dessert & beverage.
Tours are available Tuesday to Saturday
9:00 am, 10:00 am, 11:00 am, 1:00 pm, 2:00 pm or 3:00 pm.
(closed 12:00-1:00 pm daily and December 24-January 1)

Pre-book today. Regular admission rates apply.
519-756-6220 I 94 Tutela Heights Road, Brantford I bellhomestead.ca
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BSCENE

Be seen with

A LOOK BACK AT 2019 THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

HO HO HOLMEDALE ARTISAN MARKET 2019
Nov. 16, 2019 • TB Costain/SC Johnson Community Ctr., Brantford, ON • D Jason Freeze

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

SOLUTION

to our Sudoku puzzle
(Page 6)

Burgers & Fries | Wings | Poutine | Wraps

Goo’s Delivers

Parents, Providers and our community,
we thank you for your support and wish you
all a safe and wonderful holiday season.
From all of us at Wee Watch Brantford-Brant
Wee Watch — Exceptional Homes.
Extraordinary Care.
weewatch.com | 519-758-2703

35yrs

DECEMBER 2020
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Take the 31 Days of Reading Challenge
CHRISTINE MACARTHUR

twitter @brantlibrary
instagram brantcountypubliclibrary
The County of Brant Public Library is celebrating the
holiday season with a fun and festive reading challenge for
children of all ages. Children can register online for the 31
Days of Reading Holiday Countdown Challenge at www.
brantlibrary.ca/readingchallenges.
Count down to the New Year by reading a seasonal
story each day from December 1-31. Participants will
earn online badges for logging their books, adding book
reviews, and completing fun activities. All registered
participants can visit any County of Brant Public Library
branch before December 31 to pick up a special gift bag
filled with goodies!
Whether you’re celebrating Christmas, Hanukkah,
Kwanzaa, or Omisoka, it’s the season for festive fun! Share
your family traditions, maybe start a new one, and learn
about the many wonderful holiday celebrations that might
be different from your own. It’s easy to learn about our

Photo by Jaredd Craig on Unsplash

link brantlibrary.ca
facebook brantlibrary

neighbours through the magic of books!
To help readers who are reading from home, the County
of Brant Public Library has expanded its children’s online
reading options, with lots of new seasonal titles to
choose from in our Hoopla, OverDrive, and Tumblebooks
collections. Borrow eBooks and audiobooks using just
your computer, smartphone, or tablet and of course your
County of Brant Public Library card. Start exploring our
collection by visiting www.brantlibrary.ca/books.
Don’t have a card yet? Visit any library branch in person
or sign up for an online card at www.brantlibrary.ca/
membership. Happy Holidays, from your friends at the
County of Brant Public Library!
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Be seen with

BSCENE

A LOOK BACK AT 2019 THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

JCI BRANTFORD SANTA CLAUS PARADE 2019
November 30, 2019 • Downtown Brantford, ON • D Jason Freeze

Support local and prevent
the spread of COVID-19 in our
community.

#LoveLocalBrant
is just a click away!

Support Brant businesses
and stay safe by shopping
locally online where
available.

brant.ca/LoveLocalBrant

EDQ @BrantCommunity

brant.ca/LoveLocalBrant

DECEMBER 2020
Visit
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Comfort Food, Organic Soul Food
& Meals to Go
•
•
•
•
•
•

for

Pies, Tarts, Cookies,
Fudge & Chocolate
Vegan & Gluten Free Desserts
Available

Butter Chicken & Samosas
Cabbage Rolls
Pierogies
Lobster Mac & Cheese
Ice Cream
Plus Much More

Order Early

for Christmas Dessert Trays

20 Roy Blvd. Unit 34
Brantford

519-732-0629

Dream of Starting your own Food Business?
OKB is a Shared Commercial Kitchen
with Space & Equipment You Need.
Contact Us to Arrange a Tour.

www.annassoulfood.com
548-882-7811

20 Roy Blvd. Unit 34
Brantford
519-732-0629

20 Roy Blvd. Unit 34 Brantford

519-732-0629

Specialty Food Items
•
•
•
•

Jams & Jellies
Coffee & Tea
Pickles
Hot Sauce

Pick Up Items to
Build Your Own Gift Basket
or We’ll Create One for You

20 Roy Blvd. Unit 34
Brantford
519.757-6527
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Creating holiday memories
for a lifetime
LYNDA HENRIKSEN
link habitatbn.org
Facebook HabitatforHumanityBN
pinterest brantrestore

for my daughters and me, I slept in the laundry room so
the girls could have a bedroom to share. There was mold
throughout the place and it would flood with water when it
rained a lot. My youngest has asthma and the mold started
to affect her health.”

This is especially true during the holidays.

Today, Fiona and her children are looking forward to
spending their first holiday in their very own home! The
kind generosity of Habitat for Humanity volunteers, donors
and partners – like you – have helped families like Fiona
and her daughters right here in our own community.

You may have fond memories of gathering in your home, to
celebrate the holidays with those you hold most dear. This
year, in particular, most of us will stay close to home, and
we may not be able to gather with everyone we’d like to.

Because of people like you, approximately 2,440 Canadian
families continue to benefit from their Habitat partnership
by paying down their Habitat mortgage with affordable
geared-to-income payments.

But what about those families who don’t have a safe or
stable home to live in? How do they build those cherished
holiday memories that last a lifetime?

This holiday season, Fiona and her daughters, will be
together, celebrating their very own home for the holidays.
Just like the other Habitat homeowner families across our
nation and within our own community.

Twitter @HabitatBN
You’ve heard the saying before… There’s no place like
home.

This was the reality for Fiona and her two daughters before
they learned about Habitat for Humanity. Fiona brought her
daughters and just four bags of belongings with her after
leaving a difficult relationship. They had no choice but to
move. Like Fiona and her two daughters, others we know
have also had to make the choice to leave, whether it was
to a family shelter or a temporary space provided by a
friend.
“I kept working, even when I was living in the shelter,” says
Fiona. When I was finally able to get a one-bedroom place

This is a story that you – and many generous hearts – make
possible.
Thank you!
And Happy Holidays to you and yours from all of us. May it
be a time of celebration, wherever you are, and a time for
reflection on your own meaning of home.
To learn more visit www.habitatbn.org

Brantford Food Bank Christmas
Baskets Needs Your Help.
Sponsored by
HEATHER VANNER
link crs-help.ca/foodbank
Facebook brantfordfoodbank
Twitter @crsbrantford
Isolation and fear, coupled with low income and poverty, creates more stress
and impacts on families and individuals who live on their own.
It means this Holiday Season will be even more difficult for families in need.
The challenges this past year has brought has also meant that our
organization needed to be ready and prepared to help anyone who
might need food support through the pandemic. We modified
our intake process and changed how we gave out food to
ensure social distancing. We added PPE to our spaces
and conducted thorough disinfecting of all program
areas. We needed additional warehouse space to take
donations of food from Food Banks Canada and Feed
Ontario, and from our local community. We needed to
add staff, to ensure we had the manpower needed after
many volunteers decided to self-isolate. We created a
delivery system to ensure if people couldn’t get to us, we
could bring food to them. And we needed to ensure staff stayed safe
and healthy so we could stay open and available to anyone needing food
support.
All of this was done with the support of funding and fundraising from our
local community.
During the Holiday Season, we work tirelessly to ensure that the most
vulnerable in our community have what they need – a turkey, extra food,

For all your
Accounting and
Taxation needs.

toys and the knowledge that our community cares for them.
This year, to ensure the health and safety of our clientele, our volunteers
and our staff we are doing things a little differently. We will be distributing
gift cards for groceries and toys to families in need.
Gift cards enable our clients to shop for their family's needs on their
own terms. It means people can shop for food they need. It empowers
parents and guardians to purchase and select gifts that their children want,
something every parent should have the ability to do.
It’s been a trying year, and it comes as no surprise that COVID-19 has had
a dramatic impact locally, across the country and around the globe.
It has changed the way we interact with one another, how we
engage with our families and, how we go about our day to day
lives.
Earlier this year, many of us experienced going to a grocery
store and not being sure if what we needed would be on
the shelves. Imagine opening your kitchen cupboards
every day with that thought in mind. “Do I have what I
need? Do I have enough to feed my family today?”

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assurance & Accounting
Business Valuation
Estate Planning
Financial Planning
Information Technology
Succession Planning
Taxation

Your help can make a difference in a family’s holiday
experience. Your help can provide hope to the person struggling who
has reached out to us for help.

To make an online donation please go to
BrantfordFoodBank.ca
Or donations can be made to Brantford Food Bank –
Christmas Baskets, #102 – 1100 Clarence St. S., Brantford,
ON N3S7N8

519 759 3511

www.millards.com
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KIDS CAN FLY, EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT & PARENTING SUPPORT
link kidscanfly.ca
facebook Kids Can Fly Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
instagram KidsCanFly

As it has been for everyone, 2020 has been especially
difficult for charities including Kids Can Fly. As we
learn to pivot from in-person programs and events
to making everything accessible online, we have
continued to support families in need. While the entire
world has been forced to distance physically, the
need for emotional support for prenatal postpartum
depression has not gone down.
"The isolation of the pandemic this year has been
uniquely challenging for new moms. Not being able
to share the excitement and challenges of a new baby
with family and friends, or to engage in baby groups
in traditional ways has increased social isolation and
incidences of postpartum depression. Our Kids Can
Fly staff team quickly responded by offering weekly
online music time, story time, and small group virtual and physically-distanced
meetings,” says Sharon Brooks, Executive Director. “Parents have expressed their
gratitude that our programs helped them find a sense of community support and
belonging during uncertain times. The programs offered by Kids Can Fly would not
be possible without generous donations from our community and the dedication
and commitment of our team of staff and volunteers.”
This holiday season, we hope you will consider supporting our goals to support

parents and children in our community. Our annual Christmas ornament fundraiser
is underway. For the past 5 years, Donn Zver Pottery has made and donated
Christmas ornaments, with all funds raised going to Kids Can Fly's Imagination
Library program. Available for $10 each, the ornaments have become a collector's
item and are truly two gifts in one. The purchaser receives a beautifully handcrafted
gift to give to co-workers, employees, teachers, or special someone, and the charity
receives funds that
allow us to mail two
books directly to a child
in Brantford / Brant
County. Ornaments
can be purchased in
person at Wylde Rose
Handmade Soap Shop
(10 King George Road),
and Sweet Bakery
(403 Fairview Drive)
in Brantford. For high
volume orders, please
contact Kids Can Fly
directly at admin@
kidscanfly.ca
Submitted Photo and graphics

KIDS CAN FLY, EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT
AND PARENTING SUPPORT is a registered
charity that focuses on early child development
and parental support. Founded in 2001, Kids Can
Fly is approaching our 20-year anniversary in the
Brantford area where we offer a variety of programs
ranging from prenatal, postpartum depression, and
parenting support to early childhood development
programs. Our local charity is the largest affiliate of
the international Dolly Parton Imagination Library
in Ontario. Kids Can Fly is operated through a
volunteer board made up of local individuals working
towards a vision that support given to children and
parents within the first five years of a child’s life can
equip them with the skills needed to reach their full
potential.

Early in the New Year, we will be hosting a modified version of one of our biggest
fundraisers of the year - our annual Storybook Breakfast is being reinvented as
a Storybook Picnic! On February 6, 2021, we will be hosting a ‘safe’ drive through
experience at Glenhyrst Gardens followed by a virtual program where beloved
children’s author Werner Zimmermann will read and draw with the children. Tickets
are required and will go on sale Jan 9, 2021. Look out for details on our website,
Instagram, and Facebook page.
As 2020 wraps up, Kids Can Fly would like to thank our generous sponsors, donors,
volunteers, and staff for their commitment during a very challenging year. None
of what we have accomplished could be done without their generosity. The last
20 years has proven that when the community comes together, and we all join
our efforts, anything is possible. Thousands of families have been helped each
year through our programs, and with your help, we hope to continue supporting
thousands more in the next 20 years.
Ornament orders: admin@kidscanfly.ca
Donation details:
https://www.kidscanfly.ca/ways-to-support-the-imagination-library-brantfordbrant/
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A LOOK BACK AT 2019 THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

PARIS SANTA CLAUS PARADE 2019
Decemebr 7, 2019 • Downtown Paris, ON • D Jason Freeze

PET PICS WITH SANTA 2019
November 16, 2019 • Antler Services, Brantford D Jason Freeze

DECEMBER 2020
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A LOOK BACK AT THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

BRANT WAR MEMORIAL LIGHTING CEREMONY
November 10, 2020 • Brantford, ON • D Jason Freeze

DIAL M FOR MURDER
October 24, 2020 • Paris Presbyterian Church, Paris, ON
D Jason Freeze

21

22

Entertainment & Community Guide

JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz
facebook @jjackowetz

Major Panayoty Percy Ballachey (1877 - 1916), a dentist
and school board trustee, Ballachey was killed in action in
World War I. Major Ballachey School on Rawdon Street was
named after the Major. It was the first school built in Brantford
after WWI. (Source: Great War Centenary Association website)

OAKHILL - PART 1
Adjacent to West Brant along Highway 53 west
heading to Woodstock is the area known as
Oakhill. The area has a rich history but only within
the last five years has the County of Brant erected
a sign along the highway reminding people of
its existence. Oakhill was covered with oak and
maple trees and is the highest elevation of land in
the area.
The first settlers arrived in the 1830s, mostly
from the United States and the British Isles. They
sought a new life and cheap land. The land was
a wilderness and the first order of business after
getting their land grant was to clear enough land
to build a home and start to farm. Clearing the
land of maple and oak trees was a labourious
process.
Their homes, often built with the help of
neighbours, were built in one day with an axe and
a few tools. These were log homes made with
round logs notched at the end for the corners.
The space between the logs was filled with sticks
and daubs of clay. The rooves were covered with
clapboard supported by weight poles. The floors
were made of planks, two to three inches thick
and hewn on the walking side. The fireplaces
were at least six feet wide made of logs lined with
clay or stones. The doors were made of clapboard

hung on wooden hinges with a
wooden latch. The windows were an
opening often covered with paper and
coated with oil or lard to make them
translucent.
As the settler prospered, the log cabin
was replaced by a house made of
hewn logs and then either a frame or
brick dwelling. Books and newspapers
were rare; usually the only book in the
house was a bible.
D’Aubigny Creek
John File was one of the earliest
settlers of Brantford Township; he
lived on Fairchild’s Creek. In 1790, he
built a grist mill on D’Aubigny Creek
for the Haudenosaunee. The mill was
located roughly were Spalding Drive crosses the
creek. The mill was destroyed in 1814.
D’Aubigny Creek was named for the William
D’Aubigny family who settled on the Robson Farm
through which the creek flows. The family is of
French Huguenot (French Protestant) heritage.
The home was built in 1790 and purchased by
D’Aubigny in 1835. It was occupied as a farm
house until the early 20th-century.

Map of the Oakhill area 1875 showing the landowners and roads. The road network today is similar. The road along
the Grand River is long gone, washed away into the river. The Kerr Tract is outlined in yellow. The location of the bridge
can be seen to the right of the name Mrs. Kerr. The Brantford, Norfolk & Port Burwell Railway line had just been built. The
road in orange connects the Burford Road to Pleasant Ridge Road. (Source: Tweedsmuir History of Oakhill)

Kerr Tract
The Kerr Tract is a strip of land one mile wide
running from the Grand River in a southwest
direction to the Oakland Township boundary.
The land was given by Joseph Brant to his son
John Brant. When John Brant died in 1832, the
land was acquired by William Johnson Kerr,
the husband of Elizabeth Brant, Joseph Brant’s
youngest daughter. Kerr was the grandson of
Sir William Johnson, the British Superintendent

Map of the Oakhill area 1917 showing the evolution of the road network and changing landowners. The road network
more closely resembles today’s roads. The Toronto, Hamilton & Buffalo now appears on the map. (Source: Tweedsmuir
History of Oakhill)
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of Indian Affairs, and a close friend
of Joseph Brant. A bridge over the
Grand River existed that connected the
Kerr Tract to Holmedale. The bridge
was swept away in the spring floods
of March 1861. The bridge’s location
was roughly from an extension of
Grand River Avenue to where it would
meet the Grand River to the Oakhill
cemetery.

was added. Electricity was installed
in 1935 and indoor plumbing was
added in 1940. The senior students
were responsible for custodial duties
until 1945. A telephone was installed
at the school on 5-March-1949. A
new four room school opened on
4-September-1952 across the road
from the old school. The school
closed in June 1983 with the students
moving to Bethel School. The site of
the former school is now a 15 house
subdivision.

Burford Road / Oakhill Drive
A road that would eventually become
Burford Road (Highway 53), and later
Oakhill Drive, was built through the
area in 1810. It was upgraded to a
corduroy road in 1812 and planked in
1815. Over time the road was graded,
levelled, and gravelled. The original
Burford Road ran along and next to
the river to the east of any houses.
River bank erosion resulted in the
road being moved west, to its present
location. Stage coach service along
the road started in the 1830s. Burford
Road was maintained by statute
labour (see sidebar) until 1914-15.
The portion between Brantford and
Cathcart was paved in 1923. In 1935,
the Department of Highways assumed
the road as Highway 53. Originally,
at the fork in the road just past
D’Aubigny Creek, Oakhill Drive was
on the right and on the left was a road
connecting it to Pleasant Ridge Road.
In 1950, a new section of Highway
53 was built south of Oakhill Drive
to straighten the road and bypass
Oakhill Drive meeting up with the road
connecting to Pleasant Ridge Road.
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Old Oakhill School. Opened in 1865 and bricked and remodelled in 1875. It was used by the public school board until
1952 when the new Oakhill School opened. The Catholic School Board bought the school and used it until the fall of 1960
when the new St. Theresa School opened. (Source: Tweedsmuir History of Oakhill, Expositor photo by Jack Ramsey)

The Roman Catholic School Board
bought the old Oakhill School in
1952. On 9-October-1960 the new
St. Theresa School opened on a site
just to the west of the old school. It
was the first separate school built
in a rural section of the county. The
school originally served about 65
students. The school was named for
St. Thérèse of Lisieux, known as The
Little Flower of Jesus, a Carmelite
nun in France during the 19thcentury.
Telephone Service

The first telephone in the area was
installed in 1896. The Bell Telephone
Company of Canada was slow to
install telephones and respond
to requests for telephone service
which created an opportunity for
the Canadian Machine Telephone
Company to offer a competing
service. The Company began offering
New Oakhill School. Architects rendering of the new Oakhill School which opened in the fall of 1952. The school closed
service in the area in 1908. Bell
in 1983 and the students were moved to Bethel School.(Source: Brantford Expositor, Wednesday 1-August-1951)
took over the customers of Canadian
2018.
Machine Telephone Company when
Pleasant Ridge Road runs through the Kerr Tract.
Major Ballachey
they went out of business on 1-August-1925.
This road was originally known as the Backstreet
See my article in the June 2020 issue of
Panayoty Percy Ballachey (1877 - 1916) was from
of Mount Pleasant. This is the road the Harris
BScene for more information on the Canadian
Oakhill. Major Ballachey was a dental surgeon and
family (of Massey-Harris fame) farm was on when
Machine Telephone Company https://bit.ly/
a member of the Brantford Board of Education
they first came to the Mount Pleasant area from
BSceneJune2020#page=16.
for ten years. He enlisted with the Dufferin Rifles
Ingersoll in 1839.
in 1914 and in June 1915 was appointed as
Rural Mail Delivery
In 1922, Roy Tucker began providing a jitney
service between Brantford and Burford. A jitney
service carries passengers over a regular route
on a flexible schedule for a small fare. Jitney was
slang for a nickel. The jitney was later replaced
by bus service. In the late 1940s, Canada Coach
Lines made 13 trips a day between Brantford and
Burford.
Brantford, Norfolk & Port Burwell Railway
In 1874, construction began on the Brantford,
Norfolk & Port Burwell Railway that passed
through the area. The line never made it to Port
Burwell, it was only built between Brantford and
Tillsonburg. The line opened in January 1876. It
was a busy line but suffered financially because it
was under capitalised. The railway was acquired
by the Great Western Railway on 19-May-1877.
The bridge over the Grand River opened at the end
of 1876. It was a very busy line between 1900 and
1925. This line was abandoned in 2001. The bridge
is still standing but is closed to pedestrian traffic
because it was damaged by ice floes in February

second-in-command of the 58th Battalion of the
Canadian Expeditionary Force. He died in action
at Sanctuary Wood Zillebeke Sector in Belgium
after the Battle of Mont Sorrel on 14-June-1916
at 39 years old. He is buried in Poperinghe New
Military Cemetery in Belgium. A school in East
Ward was named for the Major. Major Ballachey
School opened on 8-September-1920 and is still
in use. He was married to Fanny and they lived at
64 Brant Avenue.
Schools
The first school in the area was known as
the Cottage School and sat across from the
Goodfellow farmhouse (40 Oakhill Drive) along
the river. In 1865 the Oakhill School opened. It
was formally known as, School Section No. 9,
Brantford Township. The school was located
at the present day intersection of Greens Road
and Oakhill Drive, on the north-west corner. At
the time it was built, the school accommodated
thirty students. In 1875, it was remodelled into
a two room school and bricked, and a basement

Rural mail delivery started to be rolled out in
January 1913, resulting in the closure of many
rural post offices. Pleasant Ridge Road was the
first area to receive the service. On 14-July-1913,
rural mail delivery was expanded throughout the
area. Mail was delivered by horse and buggy six
days a week. A mail box had to be purchased from
the post office for $2.00.

Statute labour is unpaid work on
public roads that the landowner
has to provide for the upkeep
of roads in front of and beside
their property. This was how
roads were maintained before
the advent of municipal roads
departments. The Statute Labour
Act is still on the books. The Act
will be repealed on 1-July-2021.

Brantford-Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC)
in partnership with the Downtown BIA
has received a $15,000 grant
from Digital Main Street Ontario
for a

Digital Service Squad (DSS)
to help small Main Street businesses
use digital technologies
to adapt to a rapidly changing environment.

Digital Service Squads are Trained Specialists
who meet with small businesses,
at NO COST, to help them improve their online presence.

For More Information Contact:

 519-756-4269
 brc@brantford.ca

