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Brantford Farmers’Market
Food tastes better when it’s fresh!

Friday Hours: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Saturday Hours: 7:00 am - 2:00 pm
79 Icomm Drive 519-752-8824
/Brantford Farmers’ Market

Farmers’

FREE
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COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS

In light of the Pandemic and to help reduce touch points, please follow these guidelines when picking up your copy of BScene!
• Take your copy when you’re about to leave the store
• Try not to handle other papers
• Please Do Not put papers back in the pile (take it home or recycle it when you’re finished)
• And as always, keep washing your hands and wearing your masks!

BE SEEN WITH
BSCENE

INSthisIDissue
E

BScene is a local Entertainment & Community
Guide, showcasing the #BRANTastic features
of Brantford, Brant and Six Nations through
engaging content and with the Best Event Guide
in our community.
BScene is distributed free, every month through
key community partners throughout Brantford,
Brant and Six Nations. BScene has a local network
of over 500 distribution points including local
advertisers, retail outlets, dining establishments,
and community centres. For a complete list,
please visit bscene.ca
As a community paper and forum for sharing
thoughts and experiences, the views expressed
in the magazine are not necessarily those of the
Publisher, Editor, other contributors, advertisers
or distributors unless otherwise stated.

BSCENE AROUND
TOWN IN AUGUST

BScene is wholly owned and published by Jason
Freeze. All content © 2020 and all rights to
distribution are reserved by BScene.
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ADVERTISING
BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500
drop locations throughout Brantford, Brant and
Six Nations each month. BScene also publishes
unique online content throughout each month
as well as providing the Best Event Guide in the
community. We have an engaged and dedicated
readership who are invested in experiencing what
our community has to offer.
For advertising inquiries, please contact:
Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 jason@bscene.ca

The BSCENE Team
Submitted Photo
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Last month the City of Brantford helped to remind everyone about staying safe and
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The BSCENE paper stays local and supports local endeavours as much as possible.
we chose McLaren Press Graphics in Gravenhurst, a family owned business.
From there, we distribute locally to many businesses and organizations within our
grand community. Then at the end of the month, we’ll collect any left over papers
for recycling. These papers are recycled through a special fundraising program
with Sydenham-Heritage United Church and Hartmanns Canada. Hartmann’s
is a local egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale that turns the papers into
egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store. The money raised through this
fundraising program gets sent back to Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used in
their Green programs for sustainable upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting local
whenever we can.
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Largest Selection of High Quality Eyewear

Brantford’s ONLY
Same Day Service

10 King George Road
Home Hardware Plaza
Brantford
519-752-5456
www.optichouse.ca

A Family Run
&
Locally Owned Business
for Over 25 Years

Mon. - Wed. 9 - 6 | Thurs. 9 - 8 | Fri. 9 - 6 | Sat. 9:30 - 2

at Reasonable Prices
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BRANTFORD-BRANT TWIN VALLEY ZOO

ENTERPRISE BRANT
As a supporter of small businesses Enterprise Brant is aware of the
tremendous amount of pressure and angst that COVID has created. At
Enterprise Brant we understand many businesses were adversely affected.
When the lockdown happened, we took immediate action, offering all our
clients interest-only loan payments for 3 months, we have since extended
that for many clients. Several clients requested no payments as their
businesses were closed, we helped them by approving the request. We
advised clients of special COVID relief assistance, participated in special
community sessions, offered up a special relief loan with up to $40,000, up
to 25% forgivable and no interest to 2023.
While lending and business counselling is our primary service, the
Enterprise Brant Board reviewed the situation and decided to make an
additional $100,000 available to assist community organizations impacted
by COVID. We are open by appointment only, and we have continued to
offer the best service we can. It will be a long road to recovery for many
businesses and not for profits in Brant County, so if you need help, call us.
We are doing our best to support you through this.

FIVE OAKS
Five Oaks is a not-for-profit Interfaith/Intercultural spiritual centre located
in Paris Ontario, originally founded as a United Church training facility in
1952. We offer our own retreats and programs, and also provide a sacred
natural setting for facility rentals by groups, organizations and personal
retreats, with cozy accommodations, meals from an on-site chef and 117
acres of forest, fields and trails on the banks of the Grand River.
When the Coronavirus pandemic hit, we saw our business plummet as a
result of the restrictions placed on large gatherings. However, we knew
there was a way to leverage our resources of accommodations and food
services to contribute to our community and essential workers. This
resulted in us reaching out to the various levels of government to offer
our assistance. Brant County reached out and in late March we were
connected with an area farm searching for a location to house their foreign
agricultural workers arriving to Canada and needing to serve a 14-day
quarantine period. We immediately began reorganizing our 160-bed facility
to accommodate these unique guests, and on Saturday, April 18th we
welcomed our first 40 guests to stay for their 14-day quarantine period.
Since then we have hosted over 235 short-term stays and 51 long-term
stays from 10 farms, resulting in over 6,000 bed nights and almost 10,000
meals served.

In addition to acting as an isolation centre, Five Oaks utilized it’s 117 acre
property to develope a new summer day camp program, The Acorn
Adventure Camp, to care for area children as COVID-19 restrictions moved
to Stage 3 and more parents headed back to work. Although we were only
able to serve a small number of children this summer due to the daycamp and childcare regulations to promote social distancing, we wanted
to provide this service in order to stand in solidarity with those who work
on the frontlines and those who were returning back to an in-person
work setting and needed a childcare solution. We provided 100 children
and families with a safe and memorable summer focused on nature and
outdoor fun. Activities included games, crafts, creek study, nature science,
campfires, hikes, daily swimming in the Five Oaks pool, and a rafting
adventure down the Grand River.
During these unprecedented times Five Oaks has been honoured to both
help contribute to Canada’s food security and help Flatten the Curve by
acting as an isolation zone, and to support parents and caregivers by
providing a safe day camp setting to care for their children. In addition,
knowing that being on the sacred land of Five Oaks has brought our
guests – both young and old – some peace and joy while they are caught
in the middle of this pandemic, and has been a surprising way to fulfill the
mission of what Five Oaks stands for.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BRANT-NORFOLK
Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk
believes that everyone should have
a safe, decent, affordable place to
call home. The ReStore is the social
enterprise of Habitat for Humanity,
and helps make our affordable
Homeownership program possible.
When Covid-19 hit, we had to close our
doors to the public. Then our online
ReStore was launched, which meant
shoppers could browse our inventory
from the comfort and safety of their
homes. We could operate on a skeleton staff, and purchases could be
picked-up curbside. At the time we could not accept donations. Once we
were able to re-open the ReStore doors to the public, it was more important
than ever that we have the support of volunteers; we implemented new
health and safety procedures and protocols that required additional time,
attention and effort from staff. They needed support. We welcomed
volunteers back at the end of May (so long as they felt comfortable and safe
to return). Since then, we have slowly grown to about 40% of our previous
ReStore volunteer company - including returning and new volunteers. We
are so grateful to them!
Recent events have highlighted just how important a safe and stable home
can be. The uncertainty we have all experienced this year is the ongoing
reality for many families coping with housing instability. For those of us
blessed with a secure roof over our heads, weathering this pandemic may
seem like an inconvenience. But for far too many in our community - those
who live in unaffordable, unsafe or overcrowded conditions – staying home
to stay safe is not just inconvenient. It is impossible. Thanks to our amazing
volunteers and dedicated staff working together, the ReStore is running and
we can keep building community!

We were so very worried and uncertain at the beginning of all this. Our
huge success has been because of our beautiful community. We have
met more people and made more connections this year than ever before.
In a very uncertain time, we were able to open our doors with the rallying
and support of our community. We truly felt the love pour in when people
shared their stories and memories they’d created here throughout the years
and generations of their families.
Through that we have been able to provide a place where families can
safely enjoy the outdoors and connect with animals and nature.

PARIS TWISTED TREATS
Wow! Have we had to pivot!
Paris Twisted Treats was schedule
to open Easter weekend to start
serving our delicious ice cream
when Covid hit.
So we thought why don’t we open
providing in car service. Which
means you pull into the parking lot we run to your car and give you a menu,
then take your order and go and fill your order receive payment all while
you are still sitting in your car. This required 3 more staff per shift, all while
requiring a good set of running shoes and serving skills. Not to mention
dealing with inclement weather.
We did this format for 7 weeks! Then we revamped our grass area by
removing all the seating and marking out strict social distancing line
protocols. We purchased large signs outlining these protocols to our
customers which are still in place today.
We had also planned to open a second location in downtown Paris. This
was delayed due to Covid but we opened our doors in May for ‘What’s the
Scoop’ on Mechanic Street. We have also run fundraising events with the
donation of sales going to local charities.
At the end of the day Brandon and Melanie Mears could not be prouder to
be a part of the small business community in the County of Brant.

CG PRINT & DESIGN
CG Print & Design, a screen print
and design studio in Brantford, had
their Grand Opening scheduled
for March 28th, 2020. With over a
decade of experience in the field
and many months of preparation
for opening their first brick-andmortar shop, CG Print & Design was
only moments away from finally
executing their dream.
But Covid-19 had other plans.
When the lockdown began, they knew they had to shift their business
model. They may have locked their doors to the public, but the presses kept
turning!
CG Print & Design decided to hold T-Shirt Fundraisers for the vital
community organizations that might suffer from the restrictions in place
due to Covid. From T-Shirt sales, they raised $2590 for the Brantford Food
Bank, $1000 for the Sexual Assault Centre of Brant, $1430 for the Hamilton
Centre for Civic Inclusion and most recently, $2125 for Nova Vita Brant.
Their arts and apparel organization, zBTFD, was re-imagined as an online
store. In the weeks following, zBTFD would gain exposure and increase
community involvement with their T-Shirt Tuesdaze project. T-Shirt
Tuesdaze highlights independent artists, each for one week, by printing the
featured artists work on a T-Shirt and selling them in zBTFD's online store.
Though the pandemic has changed CG Print & Design's mode of operation,
they feel fortunate to have been able to continue printing custom apparel
for many small and medium sized businesses within Brantford, Brant
County, Hamilton and Toronto.
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City and Eagle Place Community Association
Celebrate Completion of Tutela Park Splash
Pad
Submitted Media Release

Stock image

COMMUNITY NEWS & MEDIA RELEASES
A PUBLIC SERVICE FROM BSCENE
For updates regarding the County of
Brant’s COVID-19 programs & services:
link www.brant.ca/COVID-19
For updates regarding the City of
Brantford’s programs and services visit:
link brantford.ca/Covid-19
Todd Binkley Appointed as New City of Brantford
Fire Chief
Submitted Media Release

The City is pleased to announce that Todd Binkley
has been appointed by City Council as the new Fire
Chief for the City of Brantford.
Todd has been a member of the Brantford Fire
Department since 1999. He has served as a
Firefighter, Assistant Training Officer, Captain,
Deputy Fire Chief and most recently as Acting Fire
Chief since May 2020. Todd earned his Bachelor’s
Degree in Business Administration - Emergency
Services from Lakeland College and his Public Fire
Protection Diploma from Manitoba Emergency
Services College.
As Deputy Fire Chief and Acting Fire Chief since
April 2020, Todd has demonstrated progressive
leadership built on decades of experience in the
fire service, and an educational background that
also includes an Executive Diploma in Municipal
Management.

County of Brant Re-Opens Community Centres
and Arenas
Submitted Media Release
The County of Brant is pleased to re-open
community centres and arenas beginning
September 8, 2020.
“We have been working closely with the Brant
County Health Unit to carefully plan the community
centres’ re-opening,” said Kathy Ballantyne,
Director of Parks and Facilities for the County of
Brant. “We know many people in the community
are excited to use the community centres, arenas
and resume activities like skating and hockey.”
Re-opening dates include:
· Brant Sports Complex re-opens on September 8,
2020
· Burford Community Centre re-opens on
September 18, 2020
· South Dumfries Community Centre re-opens on
September 21, 2020
· Scotland Community Centre will resume some
recreational programming after Thanksgiving
weekend.
Information will be shared in the near future
regarding the reopening of Syl Apps Community
Centre.
“Health and safety protocols have been put in
place to ensure the well-being of the community,”
said Ballantyne. “Protocols include the use of
face coverings, physical distancing markings and
additional hand sanitizing stations.”

As Chief, Todd will lead and manage overall
operations of the Brantford Fire Department
including fire suppression, staff training, emergency
management, fire prevention, public education,
mechanical, dispatch/communications, and fire
service facilities.

Other safety protocols include:

Chief Binkley is also a member of the Canadian
Association of Fire Chiefs (CAFC) Diversity and
Inclusion, Mental and Physical Health, Dangerous
Goods, Industry and Infrastructure and Building
Code Committees as well as the Ontario
Association of Fire Chiefs (OAFC) Urban Advisory
Committee.

· A limit of one spectator per participant will be
in place to ensure the maximum capacity is not
exceeded.

In an announcement, Brantford Mayor Kevin Davis
said, “I know I speak for Council when I say how
pleased we are to have Chief Binkley officially take
on this role permanently. He is highly regarded in
his field and his depth of experience combined with
his demonstrated decades of leadership will be
significant assets to the City’s Fire services.”
Chief Binkley looks forward to advancing the goals
of Brantford Fire saying, “I am honoured to lead
an outstanding group of fire service professionals
that are focused on delivering the highest quality
educational, preventative, communication and
emergency response services possible to the
community. Together, we will continue the proud
history of providing fire service excellence to the
citizens of Brantford.”

· Dressing rooms will be available and will have the
limited capacity posted.
· Users will be able to access the facility 15 minutes
prior to the rental period.

· Snack bars will not be re-opening at this time, but
vending machines will be available.
The customer service desk and facility booking
office at the Brant Sports Complex have been
prepared with barriers so that we are able assist
with customer needs. Facility ambassadors will
also be on hand for the first couple of weeks in the
evening to answer questions and direct customers
upon arrival.
Recreational skating schedules are being finalized
and sessions will begin after Thanksgiving. An
online recreation guide will be posted in late
September that outlines additional details.
We’re here for you! To book County of Brant
facilities, contact the facility booking office at
519.442.1944. For more information visit, www.
brant.ca/CommunityCentres.

Binkley’s appointment is effective Aug. 25, 2020.

In 2017, Brantford City Council approved a plan that
would see the City support a community-based
effort to raise funds towards the construction of
a Splash Pad in the Eagle Place neighbourhood.
Thanks to the generosity of several donors, and an
investment provided by the City, the Eagle Place
Community Association and the Volunteer Splash
Pad Fundraising Committee successfully achieved
their goal to raise the funds required to construct
the new amenity in Tutela Park.
Features of the new Splash Pad include a variety of
ground bubblers, multiple ground sprays, a water
spray “ring” tunnel, a moving interactive sprayer,
overhead “leaf “sprayers and an overhead bucket.
The design is inspired by the winding grand river
that flows through the Eagle Place Neighbourhood.
Boulders are incorporated into the splash pad
along the river’ edge for seating and imaginative
play. Grass berms, additional trees, benches and
new pathways combine to create an inviting space
within the park for residents to enjoy.
On Friday August 28th, members of Eagle
Place Community Association, and volunteers
from the fundraising committee, together
with representatives of the City celebrated the
completion of construction of the new Splash Pad,
now open to the public.
During the event, speakers acknowledged that
because this initiative was only made possible
because of the unique passion and efforts of the
Eagle Place community to make it happen, a
larger Grand Opening celebration where members
of the community and donors are appropriately
acknowledged will take place when the Splash Pad
reopens for the 2021 season, pending gathering
restrictions are lifted by then. Meantime, the new
Tutela Park Splash Pad is now open to the public
for the remainder of the 2020 season.
In a joint statement, Lori-Dawn Cavin, City of
Brantford Manager of Community Recreation
Development and Mandy Samwell, Chair of the
Eagle Place Community Association said, “On
behalf of the City of Brantford, the Eagle Place
Community Association and the Tutela Park
Splash Pad Committee, we want to thank all
donors for their generous donation towards this
project and for sharing our vision for the Eagle
Place community. Tutela Park is a jewel in our
neighbourhood, a place that already connects
families to one another through events and
activities… and now also, a very special place to
splash.”
Local Update from Dr. Elizabeth Urbantke August 25, 2020
Submitted Media Release

Below is a transcribed version of the statement
made by Dr. Elizabeth Urbantke, Acting Medical
Officer of Health of the Brant County Health Unit, on
August 25, 2020.
Last week, we saw a slight uptick in cases locally.
For the week beginning August 17, there were
nine COVID-19 cases in our jurisdiction. That was
a rise from three cases in the previous two weeks
combined.
It can definitely look alarming to see numbers
go up, but the trends the Health Unit is seeing
from our contact tracing efforts have remained
consistent throughout the latest phase of our
response.

Specializing in All your BBQ needs!

403 Fairview Dr.



519-752-3151



This past week, four of the nine cases were easily
traced back to the same social circle. What we
know about COVID-19 is that most cases are
spread through close contact of longer than 15
minutes. This is why following guidance around
keeping close contact to social circles of 10
people or less is so important at this stage of the
response. When limiting close contact to 10 people,
you are effectively containing any spread of the
illness to that group.
As there is still no treatment or vaccine for
COVID-19, peaks and valleys in case counts are
expected. If residents continue to follow public
health guidance such as physical distancing,
frequent hand washing, the wearing of face
coverings and limiting close contacts, it will mean
that that our community can continue to contain
outbreaks and minimize severe outcomes.
Crossing All Bridges Learning Centre Receives
Trillium Capital Grant
Submitted Media Release

Brantford-Brant MPP Will Bouma announced
that $135,100 has been awarded to Crossing All
Bridges Learning Centre from the Ontario Trillium
Foundation for capital improvements to their
facility located at 65 Sky Acres Drive.
“This Provincial funding has allowed Crossing All
Bridges Learning Centre to update the outdated
HVAC system in this 60 year old building,” says
MPP Bouma. “This much-needed upgrade ensures
that the space is safe, comfortable and efficient,
so that affordable lifelong learning and inclusive
community experiences can continue to be
delivered to adults living with different abilities.”
Local contractor Middelkoop Sheet Metal Ltd. was
awarded the contract to remove the old outdated
HVAC units in each classroom and replace them
with more efficient roof-top units. Over the summer
months, while the Centre has been closed due to
COVID-19, work has been ongoing to complete the
project.
“An efficient and functional infrastructure is
essential so that we can continue to provide
important opportunities for social connection and
lifelong learning for adults living with different
abilities,” said Executive Director Paula Thomlison.
“Updating and maintaining equipment and
infrastructure in our newly acquired Centre will
provide an amazing space for learning, connecting
and celebration.”
Crossing All Bridges Learning Centre is a not-forprofit organization based in Brantford, Ontario
providing services to over 75 families from the
Brantford, Brant and Norfolk communities.
Developed by parents of adults living with varying
developmental abilities, the program was founded
in 2003. Participants become empowered through
tailored educational experiences that allow them
to gain new skills and build their self-confidence.
Crossing All Bridges is unique in that it offers a
variety of programs that are designed to address
participants’ individual learning needs, while
still stimulating social inclusion. Program topics
range from literacy and culinary arts, to money
management, job readiness, and so much more.
In addition to creating a culture of lifelong learning,
CABLC provides employment opportunities
through their social enterprise, Shredding Barriers.
Launched in 2016, this safe and secure document
shredding service provides part-time employment
to 22 adults living with varying abilities, offering
them the opportunity to earn a paycheque
and demonstrate their abilities in a business
environment.

www.strodes.ca
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SEPTEMBER 2020 BSCENE EVENT GUIDE
Please visit bscene.ca for a more complete listing of events, cancellations, postponements and new dates.
Make sure to check with the Event Organizers for more details.
Date

Event name

Location

Start Time

Category

Tues. Sept. 1 - Sun. Sept. 6

#StepForMe (Autism Dog Services)

https://bit.ly/StepForMe

Community

Tues. Sept. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29

Karaoke with the Sandman

Marvelous Lounge

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Tues. Sept. 1 - Sun. Sept. 27

Flora and Fauna Exhibition (Brantford Potters’ Guild & Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

12:00 PM

The Arts

Sept. 1 - 30

21st Annual, Covid-19 SAFE Golf Tournament (Participation Support Services)

Burford Golf Links

Sept. 1 - Oct. 31

Quilt of Belonging

Woodland Cultural Centre

Wed. Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30

Dufferin Lawn Bowling Club

Dufferin Lawn Bowling Tennis & Pickle Ball Club

02:00 PM

Sports

Thurs. Sept. 3, 10, 17 & 24

Dufferin Lawn Bowling Club

Dufferin Lawn Bowling Tennis & Pickle Ball Club

02:00 PM

Sports

Sun. Sept. 6, 13, 20 & 27

Karaoke with the Sandman

Marvelous Lounge

06:00 PM

Entertainment

Mon. Sept. 7, 14, 21 & 28

Dufferin Lawn Bowling Club

Dufferin Lawn Bowling Tennis & Pickle Ball Club

02:00 PM

Sports

Tuesday, September 1

Brant Fly Tyers and Fly Fishers Group Meeting

Brant Rod and Gun Club

06:00 PM

Education

Wednesday, September 2

Building Communication Skills (Brant Skills Centre)

9:30 AM

Education

Friday, September 4

First Friday (author Jackie Nugent of 13 Seats)

Grace Gallery

05:30 PM

Education

Tuesday, September 8

Brant Sports Complex Re-Opens

Brant Sports Complex

Wednesday, September 9

Wedding Venue Open House

Paris Fairgrounds

Thursday, September 10

Starter Company Plus Orientation - Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC)

Thursday, September 10

Fish & Chips

Saturday, September 12

Community
The Arts

Community
06:00 PM

Community

9:00 AM

Education

Knights Hall

03:00 PM

Community

Jewish Heritage of Brantford - walking tour

Brant Museum & Archives

10:30 AM

Community

Saturday, September 12

Brantford Sunrise Rotary Ribs to Go

Brantford and District Civic Centre

11:00 AM

Community

Saturday, September 12

Roast Beef Take-Out Dinner - https://www.ticketscene.ca/events/30417/

Paris Fairgrounds

04:30 PM

Community

Monday, September 14

Online Discussion of the Book BIASED (Sydenham-Heritage United Church)

https://sydenham-heritage.ca

07:00 PM

Education

Tuesday, September 15

Tax Seminar with the Canada Revenue Agency - Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC)

01:00 PM

Education

Tuesday, September 15

Brant Fly Tyers and Fly Fishers Group Meeting

Brant Rod and Gun Club

06:00 PM

Education

Wednesday, September 16

Paris Horticultural Society’s Monthly Meeting (Yvonne Tremblay - Garden Herbs)

Exhibition Hall, Paris Fairgrounds

07:00 PM

Education

Friday, September 18

Arnold Anderson Sport Fund 16th Annual Charity Golf Classic

The Greens at Renton, Simcoe

Friday, September 18

Burford Community Centre Re-Opens

Burford Community Centre

Saturday, September 19

September Book Sale

Mary’s Home, 43 Kerr-Shaver Terrace, Brantford

10:00 AM

Education

Saturday, September 19

Unplugged

front stops of the former Mohawk Institute Residential School

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Monday, September 21

South Dumfries Community Centre Re-Opens

South Dumfries Community Centre

Tuesday, September 22

How to Write a Business Plan - Part 1 - Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC)

Saturday, September 26

Junk in the Trunk (in support of Help a Child Smile)

Saturday, September 26

Sports
Community

Community
01:00 PM

Education

Knights Hall parking lot

10:00 AM

Community

Earliest History at the Fording Place (walking tour)

Brant’s Crossing Skateboard Park

10:30 AM

Community

Saturday, September 26

MASK IT! Talent & Fashion Show (Grace Gallery)

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTq47CZxftqCiMh7d-jXPVA/featured

03:00 PM

The Arts

Saturday, September 26

2020 OK Vision BBQ

The Farm, 596 Bishops Gate Rd. Paris

05:30 PM

Entertainment

Sunday, September 27

MASK IT! Talent & Fashion Show (Grace Gallery)

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTq47CZxftqCiMh7d-jXPVA/featured

03:00 PM

The Arts

Monday, September 28

The Sun at Midnight

Gathering Place by the Grand

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Tuesday, September 29

How to Write a Business Plan - Part 2 - Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC)

01:00 PM

Education

Tuesday, September 29

Brant Fly Tyers and Fly Fishers Group Meeting

Brant Rod and Gun Club

06:00 PM

Education

Thursday, October 1

Little String Orchestra - registration (Oct. 1 - Dec. 10)

Hellenic Community Centre

06:00 PM

Education

Wednesday, October 7

Tanya Talaga

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:00 PM

Education

●
●
●
●

Voice Over Services
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com
yvonne@roundtablepr.com
Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

86 Dalhousie St. Brantford
519-304-7090
ninenorth.ca@gmail.com
www.ninenorth.ca





4000 hous
es in
15 years a
nd countin

g!

HOME INSPECTIONS • NEW HOME WARRANTY
INFRARED • WETT CERTIFIED • RADON INSPECTIONS

519.754.6789

CherryHomeInspections.ca

250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
 Wine
ben@positanowine.com
 Beer
www.positanowine.com
positanowinesandcoffee
 Gift Cards
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Local Musician Ashley LeBlanc wins Two ISSA Awards
link ashleyleblancmusic.com
facebook Ash.Leblanc.Music
instagram ashleyleblanmusic
Ashley LeBlanc is a 17 year old country music
singer/songwriter from Brantford, ON. She plays
guitar, sings and has performed at many local
venues. In May of 2019, she released her first
full album called “The Luckiest Girl in the World.”
The album consists of 8 original songs that were
written by Ashley with two co-written by Nashville
musician, Scott Neubert.
The album was written over the course of a year.
The songs were based on the life of a teenage
girl. Ashley has been told that the music was very
relatable and the tunes are catchy - the kind that
get stuck in your head. The album was recorded
locally at Junction Studio. She was proud to say she worked with all Canadian
musicians, many of whom are award winning and/or have worked with some of
the best in the industry. The album has since done very well and the music has been
played on lots of indie radio stations around the world including Canada, Germany,
Australia, Texas and Nashville.
On August 15th, Ashley won the Gold award for Album of the Year as well as the
Bronze Award for Music Video of the Year for a song from that album, called “Rain,”
from the International Singer Songwriter Awards (ISSA) in the USA. She was
nominated in 7 categories and says she is so honoured to have won two awards. It
has been a dream come true!

welcome to September!
A MESSAGE FROM THE PUBLISHER

JASON FREEZE

twitter @Jason Freeze
facebook jason.freeze
🔗 BScene.ca
Hello everyone and welcome to September!
It’s been a long few months, but I’m excited to say that
BScene is back with our regular print edition!
Since April, we’ve be publishing online-only editions.
So if you’ve missed us, you can head on over to our
website and view all of our past editions online at
www.bscene.ca/issue-archive/. We’ve also started
up an online newsletter to notify subscribers when
the new edition is out. So you can join us by entering
your name and email address at www.bscene.ca/
subscribe/ to get a link to our online edition each
month. And as always you can follow along with us
online through our Social Media channels at
@BScenePaper.

While we’re back to print, we’ve had to change a few
things to keep with the times. We’ve added a new
section for a few local Media Releases, and had to
re-work our Event Guide of course. But we’re still
telling lots of great stories and showcasing many
#BRANTastic businesses and organizations.
As we continue to get back to some normalcy, it’s
important to help support our local community and
businesses whenever we can. Keep shopping locally,
supporting our local organizations, and stay safe by
washing your hands and wearing your masks.
The last few months have been hard on us all, but we
need to remember to stay positive, stay healthy and
that by working together, we can come through this
crisis. We hope that our September edition will help to
bring some positivity to your day. And we’re extremely
grateful that we can deliver it to you again.
Thank you to everyone for your continued support and
#BRANTastic community spirits!
Jason – Owner of BScene

Photo Olivia Hutcherson/Unsplash

Follow Ashley online on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and her Youtube Channel
under Ashley LeBlanc Music.

Supplied photo

Ashley is currently finishing the writing on her follow up album and is hoping to
get back in the studio to begin recording soon. She is very grateful for all the local
support and can’t wait to see what’s next.

SOLUTION

to our Sudoku puzzle (Page 14)
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It Wasn’t Just A Melody.
It Wasn’t Just A Tune.
Occasionally it is a way to say I miss you.

BSCENE

MUSIC SCENE

Sometimes the music comes as a form of communication. It can be a way for the person
to express how they are feeling a way to say “I understand you,” or “This is how I’m feeling
inside and I can’t find the words to express it alone.” After all, what is music but a pure
extension of human emotion?
Other times it’s given to us as a way to provide comfort while healing a broken heart.
Music to serve as a deep bath to sink into while being submerged into heavier feelings
than your heart had ever thought possible. Followed by music that sits waiting for you as
you wade your way out of those feelings into a warm and welcome blanket of comfort.

HEIDI HOPF
facebook HeidiHopfJournalism
Music has brought people together since nearly the beginning of mankind. It is something
we all share in, in one way or another. It is a part of everything we do. Whether it be music
in the grocery store, a way to teach our children the building blocks of early education,
hymns sung in churches, a profession, or a source of entertainment for a night out. Music
is everywhere. Chances are I don’t need to lay out all the different ways music affects all of
our daily lives. However, there is one particular musical moment that really stands out in
my life.
Music sharing.
I’m not referring to the plentiful streaming apps and sites we have access too, but rather
that special moment when someone takes the time out of their day to send a song strictly
meant for you.
A gift.
These songs have come to me in many forms. All of which are equally important and make
my soul float in that special way only music can. They have come to me via text, social
media, or even a knock at the door and a disc left with no further explanation.
These gifts can be a random jam sent to educate and uplift, or a song that the sender
knows will throw you off of the couch into a full-blown living room dance party.

There are times that the music given enhances the feelings of falling into love anew over
tea and cigarettes late into the night. Securing the feeling of, “you’re the one because
you see me,” and intensifying connections. Those songs tend to swaddle those newly born
feelings into the early morning, with a perfectly timed ending as the bird’s songs slow the
arrhythmia that you have graciously endured throughout the night.
Other’s it is simply because that the person knew you, in particular, would love it. They
hear something and immediately think of you and know that you NEED to hear this,
sending it with extreme enthusiasm. The sender often feeling full of joy to have been able
to provide you with a small slice of happiness.
However and for whatever the reason music is received, from my experience, it is
generally a very personal and well thought out gift. It is an amazing gesture that I know I
always feel honoured to receive.
In times like these where we are all feeling a little distant from those we love and maybe
a little bit lonely, it can be a fantastic way to bring people together. It may only be for a
moment but at least for that few minutes the sender and the receiver are both sharing in
something beautiful and meaningful. It allows two people although far away to share in
a common emotion and experience. Therefore, no matter the distance, giving people the
sense of togetherness we all yearn for.
So thank you all, for all those times you sent me something so special. Thank you for
taking the time out and thinking of me, and being willing to share something that is
so treasured to all of us melomaniacs. For me, it wasn’t just the melody. For me, it
wasn’t just a tune.

8

Entertainment & Community Guide

GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!
HUMAN RESOURCES

BUSINESS SERVICES

EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS RETURN
TO NORMAL SEPTEMBER 4

CHANGE CONTINUES WITH THE
SEASON

As we slowly wind our way out of the
COVID-19 weeds, things will start to return
to “normal”. Unfortunately, this includes
the previously altered Employment
Standards Act (ESA) provisions. Although
the “official state of emergency” has
ended, there are new revisions in place
to extend pandemic-related measures
such as social distancing and phasing in of
activities.
The Infectious Disease Emergency Leave
(IDEL) will remain in place for those who
may become ill with COVID or need to
quarantine due to close contact with a
positive COVID case. This leave is unpaid,
and there is no limit on the number of days
or amount of times that an employee can
claim this leave. All “protected” leaves of
absence under the ESA, give an employee
who uses the leave the right to go back
to their pre-leave job, with hours and pay
intact.
This also means the end of the revision
to the termination and layoff provisions
of the ESA. Under the pandemic revision,
everyone who lost their job because of
COVID was “deemed” to be placed on
pandemic leave, and not “laid off” as per
the definition under the ESA. This revision
was to remain in effect for six weeks
beyond the end of the emergency (July

KATHRYN KISSINGER
24), which means that effective September
4, anyone who is still off work from the
pandemic will begin to “count down” and
might be constructively dismissed if not
recalled back by December 4 (13 week
layoff rule).
If you have a worker who is
“uncomfortable” returning to work, make
sure you clearly document their refusal
to return and the reasons for the refusal.
Unless there is a policy or agreement in
place that states otherwise, employers are
free to call back workers in whatever order
they choose.
If your business needs help on these or
other Human Resources issues, please
reach out to us for a free half-hour
consultation!

Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254
kissingerhrservices.com

September is finally here. Kids are excited to
get back to a routine and see their friends,
and businesses are thinking of the best
ways to move forward. We are all starting to
establish new patterns. Like many, I was so
excited this week to go to a restaurant. Things
have changed, of that there is no doubt. But
I must admit I barely noticed having to leave
my name and phone number for contact
tracing, sanitizing my hands on entry and exit,
wearing a mask when walking through the
tables and the use of disposable menus – one
per table. Surprisingly, I did not notice the
waitress wearing a mask as anything unusual.
I guess this is proof I am getting used to the
new norm. We are getting good at this social
distancing and businesses are continually
improving to provide safety to their customers.
Hopefully, this will allow us to keep safe
through the seasonal transition and avoid
any additional shutdowns or safety measures
that would further negatively impact our
businesses. Moving to the next steps, I am
starting to notice “touch points”. I believe that
part of the way we stay safe is not to touch
things. I like doors that automatically open,
bathroom taps and hand drying stations with
sensors. Thinking about this led me to think
about how much businesses will have to
continue to evolve. Much of this requires cash
outlays. But thankfully, there is support!

THE COVID APP

The app does not share:
•
Your location.
•
Your name or address.
•
Your phone's contacts.
•
Your health information.
•
The health information of anyone you're
near.
How it works
•
The app uses Bluetooth to exchange
random codes with nearby phones.
•
Every day, it checks a list of random codes
from people who tell the app they tested
positive.
•
If you've been near one of those codes in
the past 14 days, you'll get a notification.
The app runs in the background and will not
interrupt your activities.
Whenever you're near someone else with COVID
Alert, both phones exchange random codes every 5
minutes.
The random codes change often and cannot be used
to identify you.
What's an exposure?
The app estimates how near people are by the
strength of Bluetooth signals.
If you're closer than 2 metres for more than 15

Programs are available to help the business
owner make changes. If you are an impacted
business, be sure to access the City and
County assistance websites and reach
out to the Business Resource Centre and/
or Enterprise Brant. We can help. We have
created additional programs and are working
closely together. We value you as a local
business. Part of this too is a reminder:
SHOP LOCAL. Help these local businesses
recover if you can.
Need help? Call us! 519-752-4636.
For assistance with a business loan or advice
call 519-752-4636.

Enterprise Brant

330 West Street , Unit 10
519.752.4636
enterprisebrant.com
communications@enterprisebrant.com

Office hours: 8:30 to 4:30, M-F

EDUCATION

YOUR MOBILE LIFE
The Covid app has been a controversial topic as
many people are worried about their privacy and the
sharing of personal information. We have reviewed
the app and believe that the app is less of a risk than
many of the social media apps that people are using.
We have summarized the information about the app
below and would encourage you to download it to
your phone.

CYNTHIA SWANSON, CPA CGA

SAY GOODBYE TO HOMEWORK
HEADACHES!
Homework is a part of life for students but it doesn’t have to be
the worst part. A reliable routine helps eliminate homework
stress. With the right skills, homework can be completed
faster and with fewer struggles.

STEVE & LORRAINE GARNHAM

Child’s grade times 10 is the formula for how
long homework should take each night.
(Grade Five x 10 minutes = 50 minutes a night).

minutes, the app will record an exposure.
Getting a positive test
If someone with the app is diagnosed with
COVID-19, they can choose to upload the random
codes their phone sent. The codes go into a central
server.

Students commonly struggle to complete homework if
they lack understanding or there are gaps in their learning.
Disorganization and not knowing how to begin can also
play a role, which can lead to a lack of confidence and poor
motivation.

The server only gets the codes. It does not get any
information about the person.

Creating a reliable homework routine helps students
with the following:

Looking for exposures
Every day, whenever it has an Internet connection,
your phone will get a list of the random codes from
people who reported a diagnosis.
If it finds codes that match, the app notifies you that
you've been exposed and explains what to do next.
If you have any questions about installing the app on
your phone contact us at CPR Cell Phone Repair.

185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford
519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

TIFFANY BERE

FUN FACT

•
•
•
•

Getting the work done on time
Eliminating stress and frustration
Finding balance between homework and other
activities
Getting better grades

A parent’s role isn’t about learning the subject material, but
about creating a supporting environment and ensuring that
their kids have the tools they need to focus on homework.
Parents shouldn’t necessarily do the homework with their
kids, but just be available and close by. Making sure that their
kids have the necessary organizational skills is also important.
Ensuring that needed materials are available, their agenda is
being used properly, and/or the family wall calendar is being
used to keep track of projects and assignments.
A parent’s role is also about monitoring frustration and stress,
and recognizing when the emotional state is no longer helpful
to a positive homework environment. This is a good time to
get some homework help.

Homework Tips
•
•
•
•

Use an agenda to keep all assignments in one place.
Designate an area of the house to keep all homework
materials handy.
Stick to a set schedule to establish a routine.
Beat procrastination by doing a little bit of work each
night, even if nothing has been assigned.

Planning, active reading, time management, note-taking,
and study skills are built into every Oxford Learning program.
Coupled with specific subject support, homework goes from
stressful to stress-free!
Contact us for more information on our programs as
well as our new Virtual Table™ Teaching Sessions!

All Ages. All Grades. All Subjects.

1084 Rest Acres Road
Paris, ON N3L 0B5
519.209.8099 oxfordlearning.com
paris@oxfordlearning.com

BSCENE IS PROUD TO OFFER ADVICE FROM LOCAL EXPERTS FOR ISSUES IMPORTANT TO YOU. THE ADVICE PROVIDED IS THAT OF THE PARTICIPANT AND IS NOT ENDORSED, NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OPINION OF BSCENE.
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Be seen

with BSCENE

A LOOK BACK AT 2019 THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

SUPER HERO DAY 2019
Sept. 02, 2019 • Dairee Delite, Brantford • D Jason Freeze

facebook twitter instagram

What’s Stopping YOU
from
Star�ng Your Own Business?
If you are 18+, you can
Receive a Grant up to $5,000,
plus Training and Mentoring
to Start, Expand, or Buy a Business!

For more informa�on and to register
for an Orienta�on Session
call 519-756-4269
Business Resource Centre
For details contact BRC:
1 Market Square, Suite 201
brc@bran�ord.ca
Bran�ord, N3T 6C8
(across the hall from Williams Fresh Cafe)

SAFELY REOPENED WITH YOUR HEALTH IN MIND
DOWNTOWNBRANTFORD.CA

@DOWNTOWN.BRANTFORD
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Pita Plus
Shawarma
DOWNTOWNBRANTFORD.CA
@DOWNTOWNBRANTFORD
#MYDOWNTOWN

SEPTEMBER 2020
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230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

Burgers & Fries | Wings | Poutine | Wraps

Goo’s Delivers

Give your business
an online advantage.
Digital marketing services
to get you noticed online

Get new customers through a well-designed website,
give them a seamless fast-click online experience
and boost your online search presence through
customized SEO and keyword strategies.
Visit brantinternetmarketservices.com or
call us at (519) 938.0056
to ﬁnd out how your local digital marketing expert
can help you get customers and grow your business.

WEDDING VENUE OPEN HOUSE
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BSCENE

FOOD SCENE

Everything you need to know about the
food business, but were afraid to ask...
Community kitchen to host “Food Venture” program

“For instance, if you’re going to have a product for sale outside of your area, it has different
restrictions, or if you’re going to sell online across the country there are different labelling
requirements and they’re very particular about that,” she says.

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

email yvonne@roundtablepr.com
🔗 roundtablepr.com
Maybe you’ve got a good thing going selling baked goods, specialty beverages or catered
meals out of your home, or maybe having your own food business is a goal.
But making good food involves more than
talent and great ingredients. You’ll need a
certified commercial kitchen, along with a
thorough knowledge of rules and regulations.
A chance to learn it all and meet industry
standards is coming to a computer screen
near you.
Our Kitchen Brantford is working with the
Brantford|Brant Business Resource Centre
and the Small Business Centre in Woodstock,
to bring the Food Venture program to both
communities.
The professional community kitchen's founder
Catherine Ferrar, is thrilled they are playing
host to the program. There’s an application process for the eight week course being offered
via “Zoom”, which is free to successful applicants.
“It will cover things like food labelling, which
is really important, how to cost your food, all
kinds of things directly related to starting your
own food business, or improving your own
existing food business,” says Ferrar.

Ferrar says she knows first-hand through her
own business The Jelly Girls, which creates
preserves, how critical labelling is and she
says she’s seen businesses shut down for not
getting it right.
Costing out product and labour is also part of
the training being offered, so business owners
know how much money they need to bring in,
to be successful and to grow. Where to buy
and how to market are also included.
Ferrar says she herself will be taking the
course, in order to “work smarter” as she
steers The Jelly Girls toward more online
sales.
She also points out small businesses will be under the spotlight to comply with updated
Canadian Food Inspection Agency rules. And she stresses everyone needs to be certified,
working out of a commercial kitchen and not “under the table.”
Meantime, Our Kitchen Brantford had to
become a take-out and delivery operation to
remain viable during the pandemic. Ferrar
says “we did everything we could to stay open
during Covid, we hired chefs and we bought
product and had someone make those meals
for us, to keep our doors open here.” They’ve
made no profit and received subsidies to
remain operational.
One business member, White Rabbit Catering,
is providing 150 meals daily on behalf of the
City, for migrant farm workers and others
forced to self-isolate in area hotels, during the
pandemic.

Following that, free classes on starting a
business, including writing a business plan
are provided by the BRC and the Small
Business Centre in Woodstock. At the end of
it all, participants who complete the work are
eligible for a $5000 grant toward their food
start-ups.

Ferrar feels that Our Kitchen Brantford is an important part of the community, helping to
promote and foster good talent and good food and they’re pleased to be involved in the Food
Venture Program.
“OKB” is also currently working on a
promotional calendar, with part of the
proceeds going to charity.

“So this is a really big thing and a really big leg
up that Brantford and Woodstock are doing, to
help people get into the food industry,” says Ferrar.
She says it’s also critical to helping Our
Kitchen Brantford because it teaches
people not only how to operate their
own businesses, but how to work out of
a shared commercial kitchen.
“That’s where we come in, we’re
the people who will be helping you
succeed,” she said. And there’s much to
learn, especially about labelling, which
Ferrar says is “critical.”

For more information on the Food
Venture program visit;
https://www.brantford.ca/en/businessand-development/business-resourcecentre.aspx
https://www.cityofwoodstock.ca/
en/business-in-woodstock/smallbusiness-centre.aspx
www.foodventureprogram.com
Photo at top: Jason Freeze. All other photos supplied.
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Your Library’s Doors Have Reopened!
GARY JERMY
link brantlibrary.ca
facebook brantlibrary
twitter @brantlibrary
instagram brantcountypubliclibrary
Both staff and the community rejoiced when branches of
the County of Brant Public Library reopened to the public
on Tuesday, August 18. Available in-person services
include collection browsing, computer use, in-branch holds
pickup, and more. New open hours do vary by branch due
to increased health and safety measures, so patrons are
encouraged to call or visit brantlibrary.ca for details.
“Throughout the COVID closure, we’ve heard from so many
people how much they miss visiting the library,” said Kelly
Bernstein, Library CEO. “Our online and curbside services
have been very popular, but nothing replaces a face-toface connection, and we’re thrilled to now have in-branch
service back to our offerings.”
The safety and wellbeing of library staff and patrons is
paramount, so several new protocols are now in place
including restricting building occupancy to maintain social

distancing, enhanced cleaning, and limiting some inbranch services to reduce the risk of exposure.
“Things are going to look a little different,” says Bernstein.
“Everyone will be asked to sanitize their hands at the door,
and we’ll be limiting the number of people allowed in at
one time. We’ve installed acrylic screens and removed
most seating areas.” To comply with Provincial restrictions,
indoor programming will not be available at this time
but staff are working hard at preparing a full slate of Fall
programming online.
Patrons should also wear a face covering in accordance
with the County of Brant’s face covering by-law.
Opening our doors is a big step forward, but virtual
services will continue, including the personalized Booka-Talk service, online programs for children and adults,
and increased access to the many online borrowing and
research collections like Hoopla, Libby, Flipster, and more.
Curbside pickup will continue to be available.
For complete information on the County of Brant Public
Library’s Stage 3 reopening plans, please visit brantlibrary.
ca/reopening or call the main Paris Branch at 519-4422433.

DOWNTOWNBRANTFORD.CA
@DOWNTOWNBRANTFORD
#MYDOWNTOWN
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Stable housing helps to weather hard times
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY INTERNATIONAL
link habitatbn.org
Facebook HabitatforHumanityBN
Photo habitat.ca

pinterest brantrestore
Twitter @HabitatBN
The coronavirus pandemic changed everything about the
world as we knew it. Families continue to cope with the
loss of loved ones, of jobs, and of stability. Many have deep
feelings of uncertainty, of not knowing — for the very
first time in their lives — if they will make ends meet. For
others, these feelings aren’t new.
Although millions live in the chaos of housing instability
and economic insecurity, it’s not always visible. People in
survival mode develop extraordinary skills to mask their
true circumstances. This was the story for much of my life.
My family averted housing insecurity during my childhood
only through the generosity of extended family. In my youth,
economic insecurity flooded lives in my small town when
factories collapsed, and fathers like my own, lost their jobs.
Later, during university, my world spun out of control. The
trauma of an assault took a heavy toll. From the outside
looking in, you might have seen a smart, sensible and
independent young woman, but you would have missed
how precarious life was. Suddenly nothing in my life felt
safe. Not my home, my school or my job.
I sought escape. I couch surfed. I rebuilt my life in small
steps. In my mid-twenties, a miracle happened — the
birth of my daughter, a beautiful little girl. She changed
everything.
I dared to dream of a bigger world again, one where I could
give my child a safe place to live, a space where she could
grow into all of her possibilities. But any seemingly small
change for us would have caused a devastating domino
effect of more misfortune. An illness, say, that led to unpaid
time off and unexpected medical expenses. Today, in this
new COVID-19 reality, there’s even deeper instability, the
kind that threatens families’ abilities to survive and the next
generation’s ability to thrive in the future.

BSCENE

PUZZLES

As a young mom, my path was not smooth. I knew housing
insecurity, but I know now, that I never fully understood
how much it was impacting every area of my life. It wasn’t
until I joined Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk and
got to know homeowners that I realized their current
struggles were once my own. Overcrowding, dishonest
landlords, substandard living conditions, high rents, violent
neighborhoods — all hurdles that can threaten your own
well-being and the well-being of those you love and care for.
All distractions from being fully present whether with family,
at work or in your community.
Now, years later, back in the small town of my childhood,
I’ve come full circle. I’m finally able to step back and see
the full role that substandard housing plays — even in my
own story — in keeping people down and the role that
decent housing can play in lifting people up. As Habitat
Brant-Norfolk’s director of communications and fund
development, I’m able to draw on my own experiences to
help families find their footing.
I never planned to work for Habitat, and I certainly never
planned to reveal my own story. But here I am. Asking
others to trust us with their story seems very unfair, if I’m
not willing to tell my own. So now, I have a request.
As you move forward into this newly changed world, I ask
that you remember your own moments of instability. That
you never forget the times your home served as your refuge
– the only place where you could shield yourself from the
outside world and its threats.
And know that — for many others — home continues
to be a place to escape from, not run to. For so many,
volatility is daily life.
We need to not only remember and know this — we need
to act.

Habitat’s path to homeownership can alleviate the constant
burden that unaffordable and unsafe housing places on a
family. It can literally be solid ground, a place for families to
step into who they are and achieve the stability to lift others
up — and stand alongside them. Through Habitat, even
during a pandemic, we can invest in a solution as we partner
with families to build resilience and to weather hard times.
Just as stable housing did for me.

Welcome
Back to School

SUDOKU
How To Play:

Complete the grid so each column, row and
3 X 3 box (with bold borders) contains every
number 1 to 9.

Difficulty Level : 1
Used with permission from
http://en.top-sudoku.com
For solution see page 6

Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network
of Engaged Community Members

Jason Freeze

jason@bscene.ca

226.802.2299

SEPTEMBER 2020
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Soroptimist: Helping Women and Girls Live Their Dreams
RENEE VANDERHARST
link soroptimistgranderie.ca
facebook GrandErieSoroptimist
instagram granderie_soroptimist
email soroptimistgranderie@gmail.com
The 2020 pandemic has caused us all to slow down and reflect on what’s
important to us; where should we focus our time and energy, what
relationships are healthy and meaningful, how thankful and appreciative we
are for what we have? It has also forced us to find new ways of functioning
and communicating.
Personally, I am
incredibly thankful
for a strong circle
of women in my
life – that have been
here throughout
the challenges
and isolation of
these covid-19,
unprecedented
times. You see, I am
a proud member
of Soroptimist
International Grand
Erie.
This group is like a
combination service
club and sorority. The
women in this group are from diverse backgrounds, all walks of life, unified
in our mission to serve our community and help improve the lives of women
and girls. Internationally, through decades of experience, Soroptimists
believe that education is the key to unlocking economic empowerment of the
world’s women and girls. When women and girls are educated, they have
opportunity, choice and power to make healthy decisions for themselves and
their families. When women and girls are empowered, they have a personal
sense of autonomy, self-confidence, and the power to control their private
and public lives.
Soroptimist focuses on access to education because we believe it is the
most effective way toward empowerment. When women learn, families live
healthier. When girls go to school, they are more likely to get paying jobs
and their financial contributions to their families, and their communities,
increase. When girls have educated moms, they are more likely to be
enrolled in school and to reach higher levels of education themselves.
When women are educated, their countries are more likely to have greater
economic growth. Our goals also are aligned with the United Nation’s agenda
for women’s equality – that’s powerful stuff, and we are proud to be part of
the progress!
This club’s vision and mission are what first attracted me to join Soroptimist
International Grand Erie. This group does amazing work locally and globally,
including our signature DREAM programs:
“Live Your Dream Award” = a unique education grant for women who provide
the primary financial support for their families.

“Dream It, Be It” = a career support program for secondary school aged girls
that gives young women the tools they need to achieve their education and
career goals, empowering them to break cycles of poverty, violence, and
abuse.
We also support a number of other programs and causes locally and globally
that we believe in, including Nova Vita, Days for Girls, Girls Power Camp and
more.
What keeps bringing me back to Soroptimist (this upcoming club year will be
my 6th) is the friendship and camaraderie. It has been hard for me to make
new friends as an adult – life has revolved around my work and my family
(including two busy, younger kids). I did not expect, and was pleasantly
surprised, by the level of personal connection and support I receive from
this network of women. By nature, women tend to be multitaskers and
problem solvers. Throughout the past six months we have adapted and
evolved. Our “Dream It, Be It” event was held virtually, and we were able to
support neighbouring Soroptimist clubs. Our committee and club meetings
have been held using
ZOOM, and where /
when possible we
have had socially
distanced in-person
social check-ins. We
lift one another up.
We work together.
There is no pressure
or criticism. I have
had opportunities to
take on leadership
roles, but I have
never felt forced or
obligated to take one
on. I am encouraged
to ask for help or
limit the number
of programs and
projects I am involved
in. We lift one another up while making our community a better place.
I would never had met, gotten to know, and developed relationships with
these ladies if it had not been for Soroptimist. I have over a dozen fabulous
ladies that I consider to be my Soroptimist “sisters”.
If the past few months have given you time to reflect on your relationships,
ability to serve your community, and the changes in the world you want to
see, consider learning more about Soroptimist. We are always welcoming
new members, or perhaps one of our DREAM programs could benefit a
woman or girl in your life.
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Be seen with

BSCENE

A LOOK BACK AT 2019 THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

BRANTFORD INTERNATIONAL JAZZ FESTIVAL 2019
Aug 13-15, 2019 • Harmony square, Downtown Brantford • D Jason Freeze

161ST ANNUAL PARIS FAIR 2019
August 29 - Sept. 2, 2019 • Paris Fair Graounds
Jason Freeze

D
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#BRANTastic
Photos
Staying positive in our amazing community!

Sponsored by
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For all your
Accounting and
Taxation needs.

BBQ On the Patio • Branch 29 Legion

Fat Dave presents Feedstival • Knights Hall

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assurance & Accounting
Business Valuation
Estate Planning
Financial Planning
Information Technology
Succession Planning
Taxation

519 759 3511

www.millards.com

Merry Unbirthday Party Parade
Brantford, Ontario

PAS Takeout Meatloaf Dinner
Paris Agricultural Society
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JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz
facebook @jjackowetz

MOUNT PLEASANT - PART 1
Mount Pleasant was the first village
established in what would become
Brant County. The village was originally
located in Haldimand Township,
Wentworth County, Gore District.
The Township name was changed to
Brantford Township about 1840. The
township was incorporated into Brant
County when the county was formed in
1852.

ownership and compensation, cattle,
and redress for wrongdoings.

in 1804.

First settlers

The first grist mill was built by James
Percy in Mud Holler east of Mount
Pleasant in 1801 (roughly where War
Road meets Burtch Road). In 1813,
Perrin bought Percy’s mill only to see
it burned by American General Duncan
McArthur on 5-November-1814 at the

Henry Ellis settled on Lot 7E (the east
side of Mount Pleasant Road) at the
corner of what is now Mount Pleasant
Road and Ellis Avenue, formerly Maple
Avenue. Ellis gave the settlement its
name because the area reminded him of

Grist Mill

from the Mohawk Valley and had drawn
up many of the Brant leases. During
the War of 1812-1814 Phelps was
sympathetic to the American cause and
retreated to the United States with his
daughter Lydia, leaving Esther and the
rest of his children behind.
Clearing the land
The early settlers would have to clear
the land to build a
homestead and start a
farm. Housing would be
improved over time but
began with primitive log
shelters. Farm fields
expanded as the forest
was cleared. It could take
thirty or forty years for
a farm family to afford a
frame or brick house.

The community was
founded in 1799 by
Henry Ellis and Amos
Sturgis who emigrated
from Pennsylvania.
Joseph Brant had set
aside a 5,000-acre tract
for a white settlement.
This was to be a model
settlement designed to
attract white settlers
Big families were a
to the Haudenosaunee
benefit as they provided
territory. Brant had
the labour necessary
10 lots surveyed.
to support the farm
Lot 1 began at the
and children were
Oakland - Brantford
inexpensive to clothe and
Township boundary line
feed. The settlers had
and extended about
to contend with bears
4 kilometres to the
and rattlesnakes as they
northern boundary of
cleared their land. Ash
Lot 10. Brant signed
from clearing the trees
999-year leases for
and brush provided an
200-acre lots with
early source of income.
Ellis and Sturgis dated
When John Oles arrived
1-October-1801. The
Potters Gristmill before it was demolished in 1911. Built by Elijah Haight and opened as the Haight Woollen Mill in 1842. It had become the Potters Gristmill by 1870.
in Mount Pleasant he
Crown would not allow (Source: The County of Brant Public Library from the Linda Guest Personal Collection)
was seven years old. He
white settlers to buy
described the area “as
land directly from the Haudenosaunee
his childhood home in Wales. The word
end of the War of 1812 - 1814. Perrin
a
wilderness
without
a track through
so Brant offered leases to get around
Mount is a misnomer given the village
rebuilt the mill.
its forest except the trail known to the
the restriction, however, this meant
lies on an unbroken plain. Amos Sturgis
Phelps
Tract
Indian hunters, and the nearest white
that settlers did not get title to the land
settled on Lot 9W and his son William
neighbours lived in a few log shanties
under the leases.
Brant granted a 1,202-acre tract of
settled on Lot 8W (the west side of
near the mill.”
land, north of and adjacent to the Mount
As time progressed, relations between
Mount Pleasant Road).
Pleasant Tract, to his white secretary
When Thomas Sturgis, father of Amos
the Haudenosaunee and white settlers
Andrew and Mary Nelles were the
Epaphras Lord Phelps in 1804. The
Sturgis passed away in 1802 Joseph
did not evolve as Brant had hoped. He
third family to settle in Mount Pleasant
land
was
granted
to
Phelps
because
he
Brant set aside land to be used as a
had envisioned the two cultures would
in about 1804. John Secord, Charles
had
married
a
Mohawk
woman,
Esther
public burial ground, in what is now the
co-exist peacefully but separately.
Burtch, and Thomas Perrin also arrived
Hill, in 1798. Phelps came with Brant
centre of the village.
However, disputes arose over land
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First marriage

Sturgis, Michigan.

first doctor, arrived in 1830.

The first marriage between Mount
Pleasant residents occurred in 1805
between Allin Ellis and Hannah Sturgis,
children of the founding families of the
community. They were married before a
Justice of the Peace in Claremont (now
Burford) because there were no settled
clergy in the area at this time. Marriage
between families in the community
became quite common, which
strengthened the financial situation of
the families.

More settlers arrive

Crown deeds issued

The first wave of settlers came mostly
from the United States. Many knew
Joseph Brant. They were entrepreneurial
adventurers willing to carve a new life
out of the wilderness. These settlers
also attracted family and neighbours

Because settlers could not get title to
the land, development of the area was
slow. As the number of settlers grew,
they began to seek title to the lands they
leased so it could be conveyed to their
heirs or sold. In 1832 the government

First store
As the population in the area grew, Mount
Pleasant became a regional trading
centre. Thomas Racey opened a store on
the corner across from the cemetery in
about 1810. The Windmill Country Market
is on the site of Racey’s store.
War of 1812-1814

Mount Pleasant Tract as surveyed by Lewis Burwell in 1835 and for Lot No. 5 in the Second Range East surveyed in 1837.
(Source: Burwell survey superimposed over Google Map of the area, created by the author.)

from their old towns. During the
reconstruction period, Scottish settlers
also started to arrive. Migration from
England largely came during the 1830s,
1840s, and 1850s.
David Burtch opened the first hotel in
1814. Frederick Yeoward opened a store
in 1815 as did Abraham Cooke. Abraham
Cooke, Joseph Bowes, Sr., and James
Racey, brother of Thomas Racey, all
came to the area in 1815 because of
either family or friendship ties to the
early pioneers.
Robert Biggar arrived in 1816. He not
only farmed but he built
a tannery in Brant’s Ford.
When the spring floods
took out the bridge over
the Grand River at Brant’s
Ford, Biggar built a new
bridge, Biggar’s Bridge.
In 1827 he even proposed
Biggartown as the name for
the settlement that would
become Brantford.

Speed the Plough sign. The name came from the saying God speed the
plough, good health and wealth to the farmer. (Source: The County of Brant Public
Library from the Linda Guest Personal Collection)

The economy of Mount Pleasant was
built on wheat. By the 1840s the village
started to sprout elegant homes built
on the dividends of the wheat economy.
The wheat boom was the result of
advances in transportation and farm
implement technology. However the
opening of navigation on the Grand River
by the Grand River Navigation Company
in 1835 began to draw commercial and
industrial business to Brantford and
away from Mount Pleasant.
In 1846, the English Corn Laws were
repealed causing a recession in British
North America. Canadian wheat only
paid a nominal tariff to enter England.
The repeal of the Corn Laws meant
a free market for wheat in England,
removing the advantage Canadian wheat
enjoyed in England. The recession lasted
until the mid-1850s when the Crimean
War stimulated demand for wheat in
Europe. The 28-June-1856 edition of
the Brantford Courier noted that the
Township of Brantford was the largest
wheat producing township in Canada.

Allin became regarded as the
community doctor because he learned
about treating ailments with herbs from
his Haudenosaunee neighbours. The
nearest doctor lived in Ancaster. Women
also learned from the Haudenosaunee
about which roots and herbs to use for
medicinal purposes.

The War of 1812 - 1814 caused a
setback for the community. When
General McArthur’s troops retreated,
they burned the mills and the
homesteads of the settlers. When the
smoke cleared, the settlers faced a
massive reconstruction effort. Thomas
Racey left Mount Pleasant because he
had lost his store and his home. Henry
Ellis and John Secord had to rebuild
their homes. The devastation along
with poor crop yields for the remaining
years of the 1810s caused people to
leave and look elsewhere to rebuild.
1816 was a particularly bad year;
the area experienced below freezing
temperatures every month of that year
except August. John Sturgis, son of
Amos Sturgis, left and later founded
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Andrew Eadie came to
Mount Pleasant in 1820. He
was a cooper and barrel
maker. He opened Speed the
Plough Inn. John Bryning,
the first minister to live in
the village came in 1828. He
was ordained a Presbyterian
minister in 1830. Dr Lachlan
MacLean, the community’s

upheld the legality of the Brant leases,
that the land could pass from the
Haudenosaunee to the settlers without
first being surrendered to the Crown,
and asked the settlers to present their
claims for ownership so Crown deeds
could replace the 999-year Brant leases.
In 1835 the Haudenosaunee surrendered
Haldimand Township to the Crown.
Beginning in 1834, Crown Surveyor
Lewis Burwell, began to survey the
tract and untangle who held ownership
by reviewing the land transactions that
occurred over the last 35 years. In 1838,
William Sturgis received his Crown deed
and John Ellis, who inherited his father’s
land, received his Crown deed in 1840.
Community development
A post office opened in 1836, it was
called Mohawk. Abraham Cooke was
the first postmaster, a position he held
until 1857. The post office was in his
new store, which was located at the
corner of Mount Pleasant Road and Mill
Road (later Maple Avenue East and now
Ellis Avenue). The post office name was
changed to Mount Pleasant in 1922.
The poor roads hampered inland
transportation. The opening of the Grand
River to navigation in 1835 was a boon
to the wheat farmers. They were able to
send their bounty to Buffalo, Montréal,
and England. They would cart their
wheat the 9 km to Burtch’s Landing,
now Newport, for loading onto barges.

Elijah Haight, from Montréal, arrived in
1842 and opened the Haight Woollen
Mill, a carding and fulling mill on Mount
Pleasant Creek. His damming of Mount
Pleasant Creek created Haight’s Pond
a local swimming and fishing pond.
By 1870 the mill had become Potters
Gristmill. The provincial government
purchased the closed mill in 1910,
demolished the mill, and built a fish
hatchery on the site.
The first elected council was sworn in
in 1842. Herbert Biggar was selected to
be the Reeve of the first council for the
Township of Brantford.

C

arding mills prepared
wool for spinning by
brushing the fibres to
evenly align them. Farm
families sheared, sorted,
picked, and scoured wool
before bringing it to the
mill. The “carding engines”
brushed the wool into
rolls for spinning or into
batting for quilts. Carding
machines took only 20
minutes to produce what
required all day to card by
hand.
Fulling mill. Fulling is a
process in woolen cloth
making. The cloth is
cleaned of oils, dirt, and
other impurities, and is
made thicker.

