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BScene is a local Entertainment & Community 
Guide, showcasing the #BRANTastic features of 
Brantford, Brant and Six Nations through engaging 
content and with the Best Event Guide in our 
community. 

BScene is distributed free, every month through 
key community partners throughout Brantford, 
Brant and Six Nations. BScene has a local network 
of over 500 distribution points including local 
advertisers, retail outlets, dining establishments, 
and community centres. For a complete list, 
please visit bscene.ca 

As a community paper and forum for sharing 
thoughts and experiences, the views expressed 
in the magazine are not necessarily those of the 
Publisher, Editor, other contributors, advertisers 
or distributors unless otherwise stated. 

BScene is wholly owned and published by Jason 
Freeze. All content © 2020 and all rights to 
distribution are reserved by BScene. 

ADVERTISING
BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500 
drop locations throughout Brantford, Brant and 
Six Nations each month. BScene also publishes 
unique online content throughout each month 
as well as providing the Best Event Guide in the 
community. We have an engaged and dedicated 
readership who are invested in experiencing what 
our community has to offer.
 
For advertising inquiries, please contact:
Jason Freeze
226-802-2299    jason@bscene.ca 
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BSCENE’s RECYCLING PROGRAM   
The BSCENE paper stays local and supports local endeavours as much as possible.  

Our publication was printed locally at Ricter Web Printer for years. After its closing, 

we chose McLaren Press Graphics in Gravenhurst, a family owned business.  

From there, we distribute locally to many businesses and organizations within our 

grand community. Then at the end of the month, we’ll collect any left over papers 

for recycling.  These papers are recycled through a special fundraising program 

with Sydenham-Heritage United Church and Hartmanns Canada. Hartmann’s 

is a local egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale that turns the papers into 

egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store.  The money raised through this 

fundraising program gets sent back to Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used in 

their Green programs for sustainable upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting local 

whenever we can.

Thanks to the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce for all their hard work with 
keeping the business community updated and supported, especially through this 
pandemic.

Su
bm

itt
ed

 P
ho

to

A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce

A Family Run
&

Locally Owned Business
for Over 25 Years

Brantford’s ONLY
Same Day Service

Mon. - Wed.  9 - 6 | Thurs.  9 - 8 | Fri.  9 - 6 | Sat.  9:30 - 2

10 King George Road
Home Hardware Plaza
Brantford
519-752-5456
www.optichouse.ca

Largest Selection of High Quality Eyewear 
at Reasonable Prices
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YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

email yvonne@roundtablepr.com

🔗 roundtablepr.com
The number of people who’ve contracted coronavirus in 
Brantford has been relatively low and city officials want to keep 
it that way.

At the time this article was written, four people in Brantford 
were confirmed to have died of COVID-19.  

One way for residents to stay safe is to be armed with the 
knowledge they need to protect themselves. “Masking up,” 
frequent hand-washing and social distancing are the best 
strategies to avoid contracting the virus and we are told by 
medical experts, it’s the most effective way to go.  

Acting medical officer of health for the Brant County Health 
Unit, Dr. Elizabeth Urbantke stressed, phase three would mean 
more interaction, making it more difficult to maintain proper 
physical distancing.  

“Wearing face coverings or masks by citizens can help mitigate 
this risk,” she said. And all indications are it works. “Studies 
have shown that a high level of compliance (80 percent) of face 
covering or non-medical mask wearing can reduce the spread 
of COVID-19,” said Urbantke.  

The city has stepped up to help spread the word. A multi-
level media advertising and awareness campaign has been 
launched. It plainly explains how to wear a face covering and 
who should be wearing it.

The by-law defines “face covering” as a medical or non-medical 
mask, or any cloth material that covers the nose, mouth 
and chin without gaping. Acceptable face coverings include 

bandanas, scarves and other fabrics that 
create a barrier to transmission of respiratory 
droplets.

Children under the age of two and people with 
medical disabilities preventing them from 
wearing a face covering are exempt. That also 
goes for on-duty paramedics, fire fighters and 
police officers, or anyone unable to put one on 
or remove a face covering without assistance.  

The by-law also requires places of business 
to post signage indicating face coverings are 
required at indoor public spaces, that they have 
to fit over the nose, mouth and chin and they 
include an explanatory diagram.

City of Brantford Director of Communications and Community 
Engagement, Maria Visocchi says they decided to make it easy 
for businesses, by creating a poster and making it available on 
the city’s website. It seems to have worked.

“I have to say, in the places that I’ve been to, to do a little bit of 
my shopping, I just smile when I see the poster, because the 
businesses listened, they went to the website, they downloaded 
the poster and they put it up in their place of 
business,” she said.

Visocchi says meantime, the by-law is not 
designed to be heavy handed or punitive. 
“Enforcement will only happen if there are 
businesses willfully not even trying at all to 
enforce it,” she said. After three warnings they 
would be subject to a $300 fine.

“Individuals who don’t fit the criteria for 
exemption and repeatedly resist, even after 
several outreach attempts at education, are 
subject to a fine of $150. Anyone who explains 
they have a good reason not to wear a face 
covering is exempt from the by-law.

“What the City has seen so far in terms of public feedback we’ve 
received through our channels, including social media and 
communication to Councilors, I would say there is about an 80 
per cent support rate in the City for the by-law,” said Visocchi. 
And Visocchi says she firmly believes most people “want to 
comply with the by-law and do the right thing” which they’re 
pleased to see.  

However, for many in Brantford who live on fixed incomes, 
spending limits are very tight. That’s why Councilor Joshua Wall 
brought forward an amendment to the by-law for council to 
approve $20,000 from the Council reserve fund, to go toward 

a program that would provide face coverings to the most 
vulnerable in the community.

As a result, some 3,000 face coverings are being sourced 
through local grassroots organizations, including Brant Co 
Facemasks and Creations by Karen. They’ll be distributed 
to community agencies via the City’s Neighbours Helping 
Neighbours initiative by the City’s Neighbourhood Associations, 
as well as The Salvation Army, the Brantford Food Bank, 
seniors’ organizations and at the Brantford Public Library.  

Neighbours Helping Neighbours is an ongoing program, 
helping those isolated due to the pandemic and in need of 
help. For more information please visit the City’s website at 
brantford.ca/NeighboursHelpingNeighbours.

Visocchi says she “applauds the community for helping keep 
the transmission rate low.” And she’s urging everyone to 
“continue following the advice of public health officials and 
leaders, so we can remain in this position.”

For more information on coronavirus and how to stay safe, visit 
brantford.ca/coronavirus or the City’s Facebook and Twitter 
pages @CityofBrantford.

STAYING SAFE IN BRANTFORD

403 Fairview Dr.        519-752-3151        www.strodes.ca    
Specializing in All your BBQ needs!

City aims to boost awareness and 
help those in need to “mask up”
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A PUBLIC SERVICE FROM BSCENE
For updates regarding the County of 
Brant’s programs and services visit: 

🔗  www.brant.ca/COVID-19

For updates regarding the City of 
Brantford’s programs and services visit: 

🔗  brantford.ca/Covid-19  

 
Local Update from Dr. Elizabeth Urbantke - July 28, 2020
Submitted Media Release

Below is a transcribed version of the statement made by Dr. 
Elizabeth Urbantke, Acting Medical Officer of Health for the 
Brant County Health Unit, on July 28, 2020.

Later today, I will be issuing a Class Order under Section 22 of 
Ontario’s Health Protection and Promotion Act.

The Order is a legal measure that authorizes the Health Unit to 
enforce individual compliance with public health instructions.

The Order addresses the mandatory self-isolation or 
quarantine of individuals;

• diagnosed with COVID-19;
• who have the signs and symptoms and are awaiting 

their test results;
• who otherwise have reasonable grounds to believe they 

have symptoms of COVID-19;
• those who are a close contact with any of the above. 

This Order applies to all residents of Brantford and the County 
of Brant and comes into effect at 11:59 p.m. tonight.

All residents are required to follow the requirements under 
this Order. Those who do not can be charged and fined up to 
$5,000 per day for every day the offence occurs or continues. 
This Order will remain in place until further notice.

Thus far in our COVID-19 response, our community has been 
very receptive to self-isolation and quarantine guidelines. I 
have put this Order in place to give the Health Unit another tool 
at our disposal to ensure that same level of compliance can 
continue. We are putting this Order in place to be proactive. If 
issues with residents not following these directions did appear 
in the future, we would have the ability to act swiftly in our 
enforcement efforts. Many neighbouring jurisdictions have 
similar orders in place.

City Announces Additional Services Now Available as 
Part of Stage 3 Reopening
Submitted Media Release

In close consultation with the Brant County Health Unit, and 
consistent with the City’s gradual approach to safely reopening 
non-essential services to the public, the City of Brantford 
announces the following new service updates:

Splash Pads, Skate Park and Bike Park

Fencing at Brant’s Crossing Skate Park, Splash Pads at 
Harmony Square Brantford, Mohawk Park and Bridlepath 
Park will be removed on July 23, 2020. Sanitization practices 
will remain in effect with signs regarding physical distancing 
requirements. Sign-in and monitoring of users at these 
locations is no longer required. Physical distancing (6 ft) 
from others outside of your 10 person social circle must be 
practiced at all times.

Sports Fields

All sports fields will reopen for family and recreational public 
use. Select fields will be available for booking and game play 
effective, Friday, July 24, from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. as per 
the Stage 3 reopening restrictions and preventative measures 
for team sports and live sporting events, participant limits and 
outdoor gathering limits.

Lawn Bowling and Bocce courts will also open for public use, 
bookings and game play effective Friday, July 24, from 8:00 
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Physical distancing (6 ft) from others outside 
of your 10 person social circle must be practiced at all times.

To book a sports field, lawn bowling or bocce ball please visit 
fieldbookings@brantford.ca or call 519 759-4150 x 5222

Park Washrooms

Washrooms required in order to support sports field use and 
other park functions will open on Friday, July 24. Sanitization 
practices will remain in effect with signage regarding 
requirements for physical distancing and face coverings.

Remaining Closed for the 2020 Season

In accordance with the Provincial guidelines for Stage 3 
reopening, amusement parks and waterparks are not 
approved to open. Earl Haig Family Fun Park will remain 

closed throughout the 2020 season.

Opening pending implementation of additional preventative 
measures before operations can resume safely:

Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre

Rinks 3 and 4 will be open on Wednesday, July 29 for Figure 
Skating and Athletic Team training only at this time. Skaters 
will be required to come prepared to go onto the ice. Dressing 
rooms will be closed at this time. Sanitization practices will 
be put in place with signs regarding requirements for physical 
distancing and face coverings.

Fitness Reopening

Beginning Tuesday, August 4, the Wayne Gretzky Sports 
Centre Weight Room and some fitness classes will resume 
with a number of new protocols.

What to Expect:

• To maintain a limited capacity of people at one time, 
online or over the phone reservations will be required to 
attend dedicated time slots to use the weight room and 
attend fitness classes.

• Enhanced disinfecting protocols (for staff and patrons) 
and deep cleaning of equipment and high-touch services 
will occur.

• Equipment will be spaced out in the weight room and 
individual stations will be set up for fitness classes to 
ensure proper physical distancing.

• Directional signage will be in place to encourage one-
way flow of traffic

• The weight room will be available for use Monday to 
Thursday from 6:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. and 5:15 p.m. 
to 7:45 p.m., Friday from 6:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m., and 
Saturdays from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Additional time 
slots will be opened based on demand.

• All weight room visits will be in 60-minute increments 
and there will be a maximum of 12 people allowed per 
time slot

• A variety of fitness classes, ranging from 45 to 60 
minutes, will take place in the mornings and evenings, 
and there will be a maximum of 12 people allowed per 
class

• Beginning Wednesday, July 29 at 9:00 a.m., online 
reservations will be open to book use of the weight 
room or attend fitness classes. Please visit brantford.ca/
RecConnect, email wgsc@brantford.ca or call 519-756-
9900 to book a time. 

Following the first reservation week (August 4 to 8), time slots 
will open up on a weekly basis each Wednesday at 8:00 am for 
the following week (Monday to Sunday)

Customers should note:

• Please do not attend if you are feeling unwell or 
experience any symptoms of COVID-19.

• Face coverings are mandatory when inside the building 
(but not required when exercising)

• Arrive only 5 to 10 minutes before your designated time 
in your workout attire.

• Water fountains will be available for water bottle refills 
only.

• Designated washrooms will be made available and 
customers will be asked to change and shower at home 
after their workout

• Regular Fitness admission fees will apply upon entering 
the facility after their time has been pre-booked. 

The City recognizes the popularity of these services and 
amenities and is working very closely with the Brant County 
Health Unit to ensure they are safe for public use as soon as 
possible. Further information regarding the Wayne Gretzky 
Sports Centre will be announced shortly.

Previously announced reopenings/available City services:

• Running tracks Kiwanis and Bision’s Alumni open for 
use Monday to Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

• Parks and trails for walking and cycling while physical 
distancing

• Parking lots at parks and trails
• Benches
• Northridge and Arrowdale golf courses
• Disc golf at Mohawk Park
• Tennis and pickleball at Steve Brown Sports Park (four 

people per court maximum)
• Running track at Steve Brown Sports Park
• Mulch bins
• Dogford Park Dog Park
• Dufferin Park Tennis courts from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

(four people /court;
• Bike Park at Rotary Centennial Waterworks Park from 

8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
• Jaycee Park half-pipe
• Skate Park at Brant’s Crossing
• Multi-use pads

• Picnic Tables and Shelters
• Brantford Splash Pads at Bridlepath Park and Mohawk 

Park, Harmony Square
• Woodman Park Pool
• Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre pool
 
The following sports fields remain open for bookings for 
recreational/training use:

• Jaycee Sports Park (softball)
• Steve Brown Sports Park (softball)
• Mayfair Park (baseball)
• Cockshutt Park (hardball, excludes stadium use)
• Kiwanis Field (football, running track)
• Bisons Alumni North Park Sports Complex (football, 

running track)
• Daubigny Creek Park, George Campbell, Steve Brown 

Red/Blue and John Wright Soccer Complex (soccer)
• Rotary Centennial Waterworks Park (cricket pitch)

Please visit brantford.ca/closures for a complete list of City 
closures, cancellations and service modifications during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Stay Vigilant

The City of Brantford stresses that all residents and businesses 
play a very significant role in successfully reopening our 
community safely. Please continue to follow these important 
COVID-19 guidelines to keep yourself and others in our 
community safe:

- Wash your hands frequently, avoid touching your eyes, nose 
and mouth, cover coughs or sneezes, clean and disinfect 
surfaces and stay home if you are sick.

- Wear a face covering (non-medical mask), such as a cloth 
mask in all public enclosed indoor spaces to reduce the risk of 
transmission and practice physical distancing (6 ft apart from 
others) in public at all times.

Additional updates regarding City programs and services are 
shared regularly on the City’s Facebook and Twitter pages and 
at brantford.ca/coronavirus.

City Announces Details of Face Coverings Program for 
Those in Need
Submitted Media Release

At their Special City Council meeting held last week, Brantford 
City Council unanimously approved a Mandatory Face 
Coverings By-law that went into effect Friday, July 17, 2020. 
Under the new by-law, wearing a face covering is now required 
in enclosed public indoor spaces in the City of Brantford, 
including all City of Brantford facilities and public transit, until 
further notice. During discussion of this item, City Council also 
approved that $20,000 be allotted from the Council Priorities 
fund to provide face coverings to members of the community, 
sourced from local providers where possible, who may not be 
able to afford face coverings.

The City is pleased to report that starting this week, the 
program to provide face coverings to the most vulnerable in 
our community will be implemented in coordination with our 
Neighbours helping Neighbours campaign through distribution 
by our valued Neighbourhood Associations, as well as other 
key partners including the Salvation Army, the Brantford Food 
Bank and the Brantford Public Library main branch once it 
reopens next Tuesday July 28th. The City estimates that 3,000 
face coverings will be distributed to those in need, including 
both youth and kids themed coverings.

“I’m thrilled to see this program come to fruition so quickly,” 
says Councillor Joshua Wall who introduced this initiative 
as an amendment to the Mandatory Face Covering By-law. 
We recognize that many citizens live on a fixed budget and 
any added expense can be a new challenge. I’m proud of our 
Council for supporting this important program and to City staff 
for working so hard to execute it.”

The City would like to take this opportunity to extend our 
appreciation to local grassroots organizations Brant Co 
Facemasks and Creations by Karen who have been making 
cloth face masks since the pandemic outbreak in March 2020. 
Both groups say they’re very proud to play a part in working 
with the City to help keep our community safe.

To date, Brant Co Facemasks has also donated over 6,000 
facemasks free of charge to non-profit organizations 
and community agencies including the Brant Community 
Healthcare System, Long Term Care facilities, seniors’ homes, 
homeless shelters and others as needed.

Based on emerging public health best practices, a combination 
of frequent handwashing, physical distancing, staying home 
when feeling unwell, and wearing a non-medical (cloth) 
face covering are all public health measures that when 
implemented together are proven to help contain the spread of 
Novel Coronavirus COVID-19.

If you or someone you know needs a face covering, please 
reach out to your local Neighbourhood Association, or visit 
the Brantford Public Library on or after July 28th, or call the 
Woodman Park Community Centre at 519-752-0890 for more 
information.

The City of Brantford remains committed to ensuring the 
health and safety of all residents by implementing preventative 
measures and public health best practices to reduce the risk of 
Novel Coronavirus COVID-19 community spread.

Library Reopens Main Branch on July 28
Submitted Media Release

The Main Branch of the Brantford Public Library will reopen to 
the public on Tuesday, July 28.

The re-opening will allow for customers to enter the Main 

Branch, browse library stacks and take advantage of special 
collections and areas, such as the Local History Room.

“We are confident we will be able to provide a high-level of 
service to the community in a way that maintains the health 
and safety of our customers and staff,” explained Rae-Lynne 
Aramburo, CEO and Chief Librarian for Brantford Public 
Library. “The recent pandemic has shown there is a strong 
need for library services in the Brantford community and we 
are ready to offer this service in a safe and convenient way.”

The Brantford Public Library was able to re-open after libraries 
were included in Stage 3 of the provincial Reopening Ontario 
plan. Previously, the Library was only able to offer a pick-up 
service and limited computer access. Those services relied 
on appointments, but after reopening, appointments will 
no longer be required for visitors to the Library. In order to 
prepare for the reopening on Tuesday, pick-up and computer 
services will not be offered on Monday, July 27. Once open, 
the Main Branch’s hours will be adjusted so the Main Branch 
opens at 9:30 a.m. from Monday to Saturday.

Digital services, such as eBooks, audiobooks and online 
learning, have been available throughout the pandemic.

The St. Paul Branch will not be opening for customer access 
yet. Plans are still under development to safely welcome 
customers back into that location, which has limited space. In 
the meantime, a pick-up service will continue at that location.

A number of safety measures have been put in place to 
accommodate the Main Branch re-opening.

Along with encouraging the use of self-checkouts and limiting 
the number of visitors permitted inside the Main Branch, 
the Library will also continue to place all returned items into 
a 72-hour quarantine period. Items that are handled while 
customers browse materials will be cleaned before going back 
into circulation. There will also be increased cleaning within 
the Main Branch and no in-person programs offered at the 
Library for the time being.

Following the Library’s closure in mid-March, overdue fines 
were temporarily removed, because book returns were 
closed for a period of time and people were limiting outings. 
At its June meeting, the Library Board approved extending 
the continued elimination of overdue fines for the remainder 
of 2020, to support Library borrowers during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Customers are still accountable for returning items 
though, as replacement fees for unreturned or damaged 
materials will still be in effect.

For Library hours and the most up-to-date information, visit 
www.brantfordlibrary.ca.

The County of Brant Moves Forward with Stage Three 
Re-Opening of Playgrounds
Submitted Media Release

As announced by the Province of Ontario, the County of Brant 
will be permitted to continue to Stage Three of re-opening. 
This will include the re-opening of playgrounds in 25 County of 
Brant parks on Friday, July 17, 2020.

Minor park modifications are in place and new safety 
guidelines have been prepared to welcome residents back to 
playgrounds safely.

“As always, the County of Brant’s number one priority is 
the health and safety of those in our community. We look 
forward to seeing children and families enjoy our wonderful 
playgrounds as we continue to reopen in a safe and cautious 
manner,” said Kathy Ballantyne, the Director of Parks and 
Facilities for the County of Brant.

The recommended capacity of each playground structure 
will be posted to help parents and caregivers assess if the 
playground has capacity or is too busy when they are visiting. 
If a particular park is crowded, staff are suggesting that you 
visit another park, use other park amenities and/or wait 
patiently to play safely.

Some modifications to parks have been made to facilitate 
physical distancing such as spacing of picnic tables and 
removal of some swings. Parks with open public washrooms 
will have soap and water available for hand washing. Before 
and after playground use, everyone will be required to wash 
their hands or use hand sanitizer (at least 60% alcohol). Staff 
ask that you practice physical distancing with anyone not from 
your household or social circle.

Municipalities are not required to clean or disinfect playground 
equipment regularly. Please be aware of risks, use proper 
hand hygiene, do not touch your face and do not share sports 
equipment or toys.

Should a face covering be worn when using playgrounds, 
masks that easily tear away are the best option for playing 
on playgrounds to prevent the risk of entanglement. It is 
important to supervise children when using playgrounds and 
other play structures.

More playground safety guidelines are available on the 
County’s website at www.brant.ca/open.

For the most up-to-date information on County services, 
please visit www.brant.ca/COVID-19, follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram @BrantCommunity and subscribe 
to news alerts at www.brant.ca/Subscribe. For questions 
and comments, please contact us at 519-44-BRANT 
(519.442.7268) or email info@brant.ca

We appreciate your patience and understanding as the County 
of Brant continues to safely re-open. Please do your part to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 in our community. Practice 
physical distancing, wash your hands often, avoid touching 
your face, and wear a non-medical face covering when 
accessing enclosed public spaces.

COVID-19
RESOURCES
& INFORMATION
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JASON FREEZE

twitter  @Jason Freeze

facebook   jason.freeze

   🔗   BScene.ca 

I hope everyone is having a wonderful and warm Summer 
so far. 

As we continue to settle into Stage 3 and start to go out 
some more, it’s important that we remember to keep each 
other safe by following all the health guidelines. While it 
might be uncomfortable or annoying at times, things like 
wearing a mask and washing our hands can help save each 
other and our local businesses. We’ve come a long way by 
doing these simple things, so let’s keep up the #BRANTastic 
work! 

Now that we’ve opened up to Stage 3, its also a great time 
to help local businesses as much as we can. Let’s go out 
and experience our local restaurants, explore our local trails 
and nature sites, and shop at our local stores. 

Another great thing about Stage 3 is that we’re looking 
forward to getting back to our print editions! Barring 
anything else, we’ll be heading back to print for our 
September edition. So we hope that you’ll enjoy reading our 
papers again in a safe way! 

In the meantime, stay up to date with us online at www.
bscene.ca. All of our previous editions are shown online 
and you can still subscribe to our online newsletter. We also 
have our regular daily content on our Social Media sites as 
well. 

Have a Happy August and Happy Summer everyone! 
Jason – Owner of BScene 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PUBLISHER

AUGUST 2020 BSCENE EVENT GUIDE
Please visit bscene.ca for a more complete listing of events, cancellations, postponements and new dates.  

Make sure to check with the Event Organizers for more details.

Date Event name Location Start Time Category

Sat. Aug. 1 - Fri. Aug. 28 Book a Tour: Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks (tours every Friday in Aug.) Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks 10:00am Community

Sat. Aug. 1 - Sun. Sept. 6 #StepForMe (Autism Dog Services) https://bit.ly/StepForMe Community

Sat. Aug. 1 - Sun. Sept. 27 Flora and Fauna Exhibition (Brantford Potters’ Guild & Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 12:00 PM The Arts

Sat. Aug. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 BBQ on the Patio at Branch 29 Legion Royal Canadian Legion Branch 29 (Paris) 01:00 PM Community

Mon. Aug. 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 Fireballzz Entertainment presents Trivia Night Buck’s Tavern 07:00 PM Entertainment

Thurs. Aug. 6 - Sept. 10 Write, Write, Write (for adults) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 06:30 PM Education

Monday, August 3 Community Workshop Series: Seniors - Zoom Workshop (Brant Skills Centre) 9:00 AM Education

Tuesday, August 4 The Acorn Adventure Camp (Tues. Aug. 4 - Fri. Aug. 7, ages 6 -12) Five Oaks Educations and Retreat Centre 9:30 AM Community

Tuesday, August 4 Normal vs Abnormal Changes in Memory (County of Brant Public Library) http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=8782&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2020/08/01 12:00 PM Education

Wednesday, August 5 Building Communication Skills (Brant Skills Centre) 9:30 AM Education

Wednesday, August 5 Community Workshop Series: Employment - Zoom Workshop (Brant Skills Centre) 05:00 PM Education

Wednesday, August 5 Illustration and Mixed Media for Teens (Wed. Aug. 5 - Sept. 2) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 06:00 PM Education

Thursday, August 6 Community Workshop Series: Newcomers - Zoom Workshop (Brant Skills Centre) 06:30 PM Education

Thursday, August 6 Brott Music Live: National Academy Orchestra Chamber Ensembles www.brottmusic.com 07:30 PM Entertainment

Friday, August 7 First Friday Grace Gallery 05:30 PM Community

Saturday, August 8 Motorcycle COVID-19 Charity Ride to support Participation Support Services & CHHA Brant Haldimand Norfolk Starbucks, 320 Colborne St. West, Brantford 8:00 AM Community

Monday, August 10 Community Workshop Series: Seniors - Computer Basics (Brant Skills Centre) 9:00 AM Education

Monday, August 10 The Acorn Adventure Camp (Mon. Aug. 10 - Fri. Aug. 14, ages 6 -12) Five Oaks Education and Retreat Centre 9:30 AM Community

Monday, August 10 Plein Air Painting (for adults & Tues. Aug. 11) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House & Gardens) 10:00 AM Education

Tuesday, August 11 Landlord and Tenant Relations (County of Brant Public Library) http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=8781&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2020/07/01 12:00 PM Education

Wednesday, August 12 Building Communication Skills (Brant Skills Centre) 9:30 AM Education

Wednesday, August 12 Community Workshop Series: Employment - Online Learning (Brant Skills Centre) 01:00 PM Education

Thursday, August 13 Community Workshop Series: Newcomers - Internet Basics (Brant Skills Centre) 06:30 PM Education

Thursday, August 13 Brott Music Live: The National Academy Orchestra www.brottmusic.com 07:30 PM Entertainment

Friday, August 14 Word Basics (Fri. Aug. 14 & 21, Brant Skills Centre) 9:30 AM Education

Saturday, August 15 Watercolour & Mixed Media (for adults & Sun. Aug. 15) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 10:00 AM Education

Monday, August 17 Community Workshop Series: Seniors - Email (Brant Skills Centre) 9:00 AM Education

Monday, August 17 The Acorn Adventure Camp (Mon. Aug. 17 - Fri. Aug. 21, ages 6 - 12) Five Oaks Education and Retreat Centre 9:30 AM Community

Tuesday, August 18 Golf FORE Nova Vita Brantford Golf & Country Club 9:00 AM Sports

Tuesday, August 18 Nourishing Nutrition (County of Brant Public Library) http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=8784&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2020/08/01 12:00 PM Education

Wednesday, August 19 Building Communication Skills (Brant Skills Centre) 9:30 AM Education

Wednesday, August 19 Community Workshop Series: Employment - Employment Track (Brant Skills Centre) 01:00 PM Education

Thursday, August 20 Community Workshop Series: Newcomers - Food & Nutrition (Brant Skills Centre) 06:30 PM Education

Saturday, August 22 Outdoor Photography (for adults & Sun. Aug. 23) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House & Gardens) 10:00 AM Education

Monday, August 24 Community Workshop Series: Seniors -Safe Shopping Online (Brant Skills Centre) 9:00 AM Education

Monday, August 24 The Acorn Adventure Camp (Mon. Aug. 24 - Fri. Aug. 28, ages 6 - 12) Five Oaks Education and Retreat Centre 9:30 AM Community

Tuesday, August 25 Digital Book Club (County of Brant Public Library) http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=8799&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2020/08/01 02:00 PM Education

Wednesday, August 26 Building Communication Skills (Brant Skills Centre) 9:30 AM Education

Wednesday, August 26 Community Workshop Series: Employment - Résumé/Cover Letter (Brant Skills Centre) 01:00 PM Education

Thursday, August 27 Community Workshop Series: Newcomers - Social Networking 101 (Brant Skills Centre) 06:30 PM Education

Friday, August 28 Golf Day for the Brant County SPCA The Oaks of St. George Golf Club Sports

Friday, August 28 Smartphone Basics (Brant Skills Centre) 9:30 AM Education

Monday, August 31 The Acorn Adventure Camp (Mon. Aug. 31 - Fri. Sept. 4, ages 6 - 12) Five Oaks Education and Retreat Centre 9:30 AM Community

Wednesday, September 2 Building Communication Skills (Brant Skills Centre) 9:30 AM Education

Sadeki Simpson
Financial Advisor
515 Park Road N, Unit#2
Brantford, ON  N3R 7K8
519-751-3993

MKT-5894B-C

86 Dalhousie St. Brantford
519-304-7090
ninenorth.ca@gmail.com
www.ninenorth.ca
�    �
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NOT FOR PROFIT OF THE MONTH
BSCENE

MEDIA RELEASE

🔗  stedmanhike.ca 

facebook  StedmanHospice 

Organizers have found a creative way to launch Stedman Community Hospice’s 
largest fundraiser, with a focus on safety and fun for participants. 

After months of planning for an event that was supposed to take place in May, 
organizers were forced to put the Annual Hike for Hospice on hold indefinitely, due 
to the COVID 19 pandemic. 

“We are thrilled that we were able to morph the event into a new ‘virtual’ format,” 
says Julie Powell, President & CEO of St. Joseph’s Lifecare Foundation, the official 
fundraising organization for Stedman Community Hospice.

Hike In Your ‘Hood will take place from August 15 to 23, with participants taking a 
self-directed hike in their own neighbourhoods or along their favourite trail.

“With health care facilities still in lockdown, social distancing measures in place and 
public gatherings limited to 100 people, we’re not able to host the large gathering of 
hikers on our grounds as we’ve done in previous years,” says Powell.

“We have taken steps to encourage participation by incorporating lots of online fun, 
including new contests and lots of prizes.”

“To show our gratitude to all who sign up, we will be mailing a $10 gift card 
to everyone who registers for the event. Directly from the registration page, 
participants have a choice of selecting either a restaurant card or supermarket 
card.”

Built into this year’s event are a number of photo contests, with prizes for Most 
Scenic Hike Photo, Best Pooch Partner Photo, plus a random winner from among 
all photos shared on the Stedman Community Hospice Facebook page. 

“While we can’t come together in person, we can certainly come together online 
by sharing our Hike experience. Posting photos around contest themes with the 
chance of winning a prize makes the event fun for everyone,” says Powell.

COVID 19 has had a major effect on local fundraising organizations. For the first 
few weeks of the pandemic, with large numbers of individuals laid off or having 
lost their job altogether, Hospice donations slowed dramatically. Without the influx 
of donations that normally occur in April and May through the Hike for Hospice 
fundraiser, total donations were a fraction of what they were during the same period 
last year.

Powell says the Hospice is too important a resource to the community to cancel 
its biggest fundraising event altogether. By revising the format to meet pandemic 
safety guidelines and by infusing some fun activities, Powell hopes Hike In Your 
‘Hood will be a big hit with the community and a successful fundraiser for the 
Hospice.

“So often when patients arrive at the Hospice, their finances have been exhausted 
because of their illness. Many have lost their income because they were too sick to 
work, while having added expenses such as gas and parking fees that come with 
travelling out of town for treatment. Many require mobility aids and prescription 
drugs that aren’t covered by insurance. The list of expenses can be quite long. You 
can imagine the relief they feel when they discover the care we provide at Stedman 
Community Hospice is cost-free.”

“Hike In Your ‘Hood will allow us to raise funds so that we can continue to provide 
Hospice programming at no cost to families,” she continued.

In addition to the prizes given to photo contest winners, the Hike includes big 
prizes for top fundraisers. The top individual fundraiser will receive the “Home 
and Away” package, consisting of a $1000 Travel Certificate, courtesy of Via Rail, 
plus a 50" Samsung 4K TV, courtesy of FM Audio Video, valued at $650. The Top 
Youth fundraiser (ages 17 and under) will receive $1000 cash, courtesy of Brant 
Mechanical Inc.  The Top Team will receive a $1000 dining gift card, courtesy of The 

Keg Steakhouse and Bar. A full list of prizes can be viewed at stedmanhike.ca/
prizes. To register for Hike In Your ‘Hood, please visit stedmanhike.ca.

Anderson Whitehead, Hike Ambassador

Everyone’s favourite Habs fan, and a huge supporter of the Hospice, Anderson 
Whitehead is this year’s Hike ambassador. The Top Youth Fundraiser in 2019, 
Anderson is challenging all those 17 and under to register and raise funds for 
the Hospice, to help people like his mom, Laura McKay, who passed away at 
the Hospice in 2018, after a battle with cancer.

A photo of Anderson and his mom appears on a billboard promoting the event, 
located near Stedman Community Hospice, at 99 Wayne Gretzky Parkway.

Shortly after his mom passed away, Anderson’s family arranged a surprise 
meeting with his hero, Carey Price of the Montreal Canadiens. A video of their 
meeting went viral, receiving over a million views on Youtube, turning the then 
11-year-old into an overnight sensation, stealing the hearts of Canadians from 
coast to coast. This year, Anderson recorded his own video for the Hospice, 
challenging young people to sign up for the Hike. The video is available for 
viewing on the Stedman Community Hospice Facebook page.

Brant Mechanical Inc. was so impressed by Anderson’s efforts in 2019 that as 
sponsor of the Top Youth Fundraiser prize, they increased the prize from $250 
to $1000 for this year’s event.

Hike For Hospice Going Virtual August 15 to 23
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The winds of change are always blowing. Sometimes self-propelled and other times a gust 
will come unseen. It’s easy to lose your footing during times like those 
but if you hold on super tight you just may find that that wind is blowing 
you right where you need to go. 

See You Next Thursday had defiantly endured a wind storm as of late 
but are holding strong and turning things into a light summer breeze. As 
with all bands, they have had to pause through the shut-down these last 
few months, but also have lost a major contributing member of their 
band who has decided to pursue a solo project. 

I spoke with Kevin Procter and Steven Andrews from the band about 
how they are managing through such a big change at a difficult time. 
These guys are nothing but sunshine peeking through a rainy day. 

I wonder what must go through a band's mind when a key member 
moves on to other things. Both Andrews and Procter agreed it can be 
both nerve-wracking and later exciting in a way. 

“The nerve-wracking part is that fear of starting new,” Andrews said. “It’s 
like leaving the cushy life you had to follow your dream. You’re entering 
a large world that you know nothing about. Like a child starting a new 
school in a new city. How many mistakes am I going to make, how bad 
or stupid will I look, will I ever recover from those mistakes. Will my 
heart ever be broken? Things like that. But the excitement is what am 
I going to learn? How good am I going to be? Who is going to inspire 
me, who will I inspire? And where is this change going to take me, how 
strong will I become? Oh, and of course, where will my new knowledge 
take us?”

Procter added, “It is exciting as Steven said, but also many mixed 
feelings. I really felt Kyle contributed a huge amount of personality to the 
band. He’s also a very good friend. With his departure, my initial feelings 
were the band is done. But not wanting to follow knee-jerk reactions, we 
took 24 hours to think about the future, and the remaining 4 members 
are wanting to continue and see where we can go together.”

So once emotions have settled and fears subside, what’s next? How does a band plan to 
move forward? How do they go about reinventing themselves? 

Procter said, “That’s the question right now. That’s where our heads are at. We can’t play 
anyway right now, under these COVID-19 conditions, which does allow for us to spend 

time considering the future of the band. I guess you could say we’re 
playing it by ear at the moment. As for what happens next, we will be a 
little of both originals and cover focused.” 

“Well unfortunately we may have to cancel the rest of our shows for this 
year,” Andrews said. “New equipment has to be invested. But we will be 
starting over by experimenting with the instrumentation we have now 
with just the four of us. From there we come up with some covers that 
suite our sound, songs that are fun and entertaining so I can dance all 
over the stage [laughs]. And at the same time (like Chilliwack) jam some 
progressions and hopefully make them into original songs.”

I would imagine there is never a good time to have a lineup change in 
an established band that has been playing together for four years but, 
maybe during a pandemic isn’t the worst time to seed change. 

Procter said, “I think it couldn’t have come at a better time because we 
really don’t know when we will perform in front of an audience safely 
yet. This gives us time to experiment and move forward without the 
stress of a time limit.”

The guys from See You Next Thursday are remaining not only hopeful 
and excited for the future of the band but also for their former 
bandmate. 

“We have promised to help each other in our journey. We may not be in 
the same group anymore but we are still family.” Andrews said. 

It is always refreshing to see band members in our community 
reinventing themselves and supporting each other in new endeavors 
as well as old. We are truly blessed in our area to have such a fantastic 
sense of camaraderie within our music scene. 

You can follow what's up and coming for See You Next Thursday on 
Facebook and on their website www.seeyounextthursday.ca as well as 
catch Steve Andrews and Caribbean Kyle at Bucks on August 28th. Get 
out there and celebrate the return of live music!

MUSIC SCENEBSCENE

HEIDI HOPF
facebook  HeidiHopfJournalism

Winds of Change with 

SEE YOU NEXT THURSDAY
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IS YOUR ORGANIZATION READY TO 
BE AN IDEA FACTORY?

HR is not just responsible for making sure that 
everyone follows the rules; they are also responsible 
for helping to foster and implement change in an 
organization. But many are afraid of change because 
it requires coming up with new ideas and solving 
problems.  So, how does your organization become 
an “idea factory”? 

Fortunately, my friend Ed Bernacki (Brant Idea 
Factory) is an expert in this, and he suggests giving 
people new skills to prompt communication, problem 
solving, and collaboration, which also gives people 
confidence and conviction.  Include skills starting with 
brainstorming to improve two core skills:  

• Problem solving: There are many tools to improve 
problem solving, and all use the same basic 
process: 

1. Find a problem worth solving

2. Define the problem in the form of a challenge 

3. Create potential solutions to solve the 
problem 

4. Reduce your options to a final workable 
solution 

5. Plan the action(s) to put the solution in place 

• Dealing with change and creating change: No 
two people think alike. But can you harness this 
cognitive diversity? Different challenges need 
different thinking styles. How people respond 
to change also differs. I saw a cartoon in which 
one character said, “Question everything!” while 
the other asked, “Why?” These are typical of the 
opposite styles that can be harnessed. 

6. Those who question everything like solving 
challenges with no obvious solution. In fact, 
these innovators love the opportunity to 
create something new. They can be your 
crisis planners. Brief them on the challenge 
and get out of the way. 

7. Those who ask ‘why’ are often more 
adaptive and structured in their thinking. 
Their strength is finding ideas to improve 
the current solution. They like creating lists, 
setting goals, taking actions. Harness this 
expertise. 

Your organization already has this diversity. 
Recognize the people who think differently and focus 
them.  

If your business needs help on these or 
other Human Resources issues, please 
reach out to us for a free half-hour 
consultation! 
 

Kissinger HR Services 
519.755.9254 

kissingerhrservices.com

SOFT RESET AND HARD RESET ON 
YOUR IPHONE
 
When your iPhone is not working properly, 
the screen is freezing, or apps not running 
properly your iPhone may require a reset. 
There are 2 types of resets, referred to as 
either a soft reset or a hard reset. 

A soft reset involves shutting your phone off 
and restarting it. Use the soft reset to fix minor 
problems on your phone like apps not running 
properly and or iPhone running slowly.  With 
a soft reset, you will not lose any data. To 
perform a soft reset hold the home button and 
the power button simultaneously until you see 
the Apple logo and release both buttons. 

A hard reset should be used when selling your 
phone, when there are serious performance 
issues, or when the phone is in a boot loop. 
Before doing a hard reset back up your data if 
that is possible as the hard reset will erase all 
your data on the phone. 

The hard reset can be performed one of two 
ways:

1. From your phone by going to settings > 
general > reset > erase all contents and 
settings. You may need your passcode or 
your apple id and password to get back 
into the phone.

2. Connecting your phone to iTunes with a 

computer. If your phone has gone into 
a boot loop your phone will have to be 
put into DFU (Device Firmware Update) 
mode. Each model of iPhone has a 
unique way of getting to DFU mode that 
will involve pressing a combination of 
volume, home button and the power 
button. Once the phone is in DFU mode 
iTunes will connect and you can follow the 
instructions from iTunes.

If you have any questions about resetting your 
iPhone contact us a CPR Cell Phone Repair 
Brantford. 

185 King George Road Unit A2 
Brantford 

519.304.3550 
cpr-brantford.com

HUMAN RESOURCES

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

KATHRYN KISSINGER

STEVE & LORRAINE GARNHAM

GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS !

EDUCATION
LEARN TO LOVE WRITING 
Writing – it’s an important form of communication and a key part 
of education.

In today’s technology-driven world, kids aren’t given many 
opportunities to practice and improve their ability to write. Often 
modern communication, such as texting, can have a negative 
impact on more formal, written communication.

Even in the age of technology, there are still plenty of times when 
putting pen to paper is needed, such as when writing an essay 
portion of an exam.

Writing is an important life-long skill. Developing strong writing 
habits from an early age sets the stage for ease in written 
communication as students progress in school and in life.

FUN FACT

Writing isn’t just required for school. Writing is an 
activity that has been shown to have numerous 
benefits to the brain and the body. Writing can 
relieve stress, deepen creativity, boost memory, 
improve feelings, and help students experience 
gratitude.

Improved Writing Skills Help Students

•  Decrease school stress
•  Boost comprehension
•  Clearly express ideas
•  Get better grades
• 

Tips To Build Better Writing Skills

•  Rough drafts help students organize thoughts and 
develop a clear picture of the subject matter.

•  Regular writing leads to increased grammar, sentence 
structure, and paragraph format comprehension.

•  Write once and revise often. Writing is tough. Even 
professionals make several drafts!

•  Motivation matters. Boost writing enthusiasm by 
selecting topics of interest to write about.

•  Reading a variety of formats helps students develop 
an understanding of different writing styles

• .
Students develop stronger writing skills in every grade by 
organizing ideas and thoughts, using stronger vocabulary, and 
learning the basics of editing and self-review. 

Strong writing skills help students sort out their thoughts and ideas 
and make thinking and communication clearer.

Oxford Learning students learn the basic elements of effective 
writing, from simple sentence structure to complex paragraphs. 
Programs are designed to give students a strong base in grammar 
rules while enhancing writing and vocabulary skills. Students also 
learn effective strategies for school writing assignments such 
as book reports, research reports, poster board presentations, 
creating jot notes, and speeches.

Contact us for more information on our programs as well as our 
new Virtual Table™ Teaching Sessions!! 

All Ages.  All Grades.  All Subjects.

1084 Rest Acres Road
Paris, ON N3L 0B5

519.209.8099  oxfordlearning.com
paris@oxfordlearning.com

TIFFANY BERE

BSCENE IS PROUD TO OFFER ADVICE FROM LOCAL EXPERTS FOR ISSUES IMPORTANT TO YOU. THE ADVICE PROVIDED IS THAT OF THE PARTICIPANT AND IS NOT ENDORSED, NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OPINION OF BSCENE.

ARE YOU READY TO RE-OPEN?
Hurray!!! We can reopen most businesses 
except for a few exceptions.  

We are all enjoying having some freedom 
and the ability to get out and enjoy ourselves 
again.  It seems like a long time and you can 
tell by the streets people are eager go to 
restaurants, visit local sites, and shop again.  It 
cannot be denied though, things have changed.  
I am starting to take notice of the store and 
restaurants that take more care with my safety 
when I am out and about.  What I like to see:

• Doors open/ someone to open them, or 
push-button openings 

• Someone monitoring the number of 
people in the store or restaurant

• Someone wiping down shopping carts

• Directional signage and distance 
markers

• Reminders for masks and to stay 6 feet 
apart

• Protection for cashiers like plexiglass 
barriers

• Tap payment options

• Self-check outs wiped down after each 
use

• Employees wearing protective gear and 
staying socially distant

As a business owner you are the leader in 
customer and staff safety.  There is assistance 
and advice available, but you can also 
learn from those around you and your own 
experiences.  As a small business owner, 

you want people to shop with you or use 
your services, take advantage of your unique 
offerings and your excellent customer service.  
Keep your customers safe and they will keep 
coming to you.  Stay safe and do your part to 
stop the spread!

At Enterprise Brant we are here to help.  There 
are extra costs involved with preparing to 
open up and maintaining safety for all.  At 
Enterprise Brant we can provide COVID Relief 
and Start Back financing as well as counselling 
and support.  We are here for you.

Need help? Call us!  519-752-4636.

For assistance with a business loan or advice 
call 519-752-4636.

Enterprise Brant
330 West Street , Unit 10

519.752.4636
enterprisebrant.com

communications@enterprisebrant.com 
Office hours: 8:30 to 4:30, M-F

BUSINESS SERVICES

CYNTHIA SWANSON, CPA CGA
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EMMA JOHNSTON

🔗  brantlibrary.ca 

facebook  brantlibrary 

twitter  @brantlibrary

instagram  brantcountypubliclibrary 

Summer is the time for flip flops, ice cream cones and of 
course, plenty of library programs you won’t want to miss. 
With programs designed for adults and children alike, there 
are plenty of activities for everyone during the beautiful, 
hot days of summer at the County of Brant Public Library!

On Tuesdays at noon throughout the month of August free 
educational workshops are offered on-line via Zoom. The 
first August workshop, taking place on Tuesday August 
4th will focus on Changes in Memory, where Laurie Ball 
from the Brant-Haldimand-Norfolk Alzheimer’s Society 
will describe normal age-related changes in memory vs. 
abnormal changes, and offer up resources and valuable 
information for all those curious and questioning. 
Additional workshops will focus on Landlord and Tenant 
relations during COVID-19 presented by the Community 
Legal Clinic of Brant-Haldimand-Norfolk as well as a 

session that will explore nutrition and the power of food 
with Alle Choi and Katie Haneke, registered dietitians from 
the Grand River Community Health Centre. All programs 
are free to attend and will be run online via Zoom. 
Registration is required, so act now and reserve your spot 
in any or all of these upcoming events. 

Other upcoming programs include a Digital Book Club 
beginning in August and a celebration and exploration of 
Afternoon Tea during International Afternoon Tea week, 
August 10th-16th.  Afternoon Tea Week will include old-
style recipes, videos on napkin folding, creating traditional 
invitations and more!  Children’s programs continue all 
summer long with the TD Summer Reading Program and 
opportunities to sign up for ‘Read It’ literacy tutoring is 
on-going.  Join in at www.brantlibrary.ca/youtube to check 
out regular story times, sing-alongs and activity videos for 
children of all ages. Live kids programs are also running 
online via Zoom.

Registration and a full listing of programs can be found 
at www.brantlibrary.ca/calendar or by calling 519-442-
2433 between 9-5 Mon-Fri. Be sure to pour yourself a 
lemonade, slather on your sunscreen and join us for an 
August full of summer fun!

Fun, Sun and Summer Programs!
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ZIG MISIAK

🔗  realpeopleshistory.com  

St. Joseph’s Parish, of Brantford, bid farewell to Fr. Adam Wróblewicz 
CR after 15 years of dedicated service to the Polish community and 
our community at large. 

Fr. Adam was presented, as Walter Gretzky was last year, with the 
highly prized SPK Polish Veterans Gold Cross medal. This medal is 
awarded to those that have contributed consistently to the memory 
and support of WW2 veterans and survivors. 

Fr. Adam’s father fought in the Warsaw uprising in 1944 ousting the 
Nazi’s occupiers. Both Fr. Adam’s and Walter Gretzky’s European 
families were in Poland during World War Two suffering great 
hardships.  

The ‘Gold Cross’ is a replica of the WW2 medal received by Polish 
soldiers that were victorious at Monte Cassino. Polish and Canadian 
soldiers were allies, shoulder to shoulder, throughout WW2.  

Fr. Adam headed many celebrations including prayers at the St. 
Joseph Cemetery war memorial and six other homilies each year. 
In addition, he participated in countless other special occasions 

catering to a very large and active Polish congregation. 

Sacred Heart Church in Kitchener will have gained a wonderful and 
well-rounded spiritual leader and human being. We will miss him. 

a Food Shop where the members are invited to offer their products 
for sale. Meals to go, lunches, baked goods and lots of food items 
perfect for gift giving. All this under one roof! So come cook with us! 

Farewell to Fr. Adam and Thanks for your Community Service

(L to R) Slawek Dobrowolski, Fr. Adam, Adam Sikora Pres. SPK
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The Importance of Shelter During the Storm

RENEE VANDERHARST 
🔗  habitatbn.org

facebook  HabitatforHumanityBN

pinterest  brantrestore

twitter  @HabitatBN

Over the past five months, the state of our world has 
rapidly shifted. Just a few months ago, we were on track 
to build together. Now some of us are at home – still 
separated from those we love most. While dealing with 
COVID-19 has altered our reality, it has not weakened 
our resolve to ensure that everyone has a decent place 
to live.

Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk, like many non-
profits in this time, has suffered under the weight of this 
pandemic. Everything from our donor revenue to the 
temporary halting of all construction had forced us to 
alter our daily operations. However, at the heart of this, 
we understand the impact has been felt most by our 
partner families.

For those of us blessed with a secure roof over our 
heads, weathering this storm may seem like an 
inconvenience. For far too many in our community - 
those who live in unaffordable, unsafe or overcrowded 
conditions – staying home to stay safe is not just 
inconvenient. It’s next to impossible. We have had to 
alter our construction timeline as we navigate both the 
financial and structural impacts of this pandemic. The 

delay in our build schedule is further adding to their 
stress.

Though our efforts have been delayed, they have not 
stopped.  

There are still many ways in which you can help us 
#BuildCommunity. Our larger fundraising events are not 
possible at this time, so we are depending on individuals, 
groups or businesses that can provide support through 
online donations or running their own fundraisers - such 
as a birthday collection or a walking challenge. You can 
continue shopping and donating at the ReStore. You can 
sign up to volunteer so that when the time comes to 
swing a hammer, we have a team ready to go. Sign up to 
our email list to receive community updates, news and 
exclusive feature stories. www.habitatbn.org.

During these difficult times, we must stay positive and 
remember that while we may be in different boats, we 
are all weathering this storm together.
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HOCKEY NIGHT IN BRANTFORD 2019
Aug 14, 2019 • Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre, Brantford • D Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK AT 2019 THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

BRANTFORD KINSMEN RIBFEST 2019
August 9, 10 & 11, 2019 • Cockshutt Park, Brantford

D Jason Freeze
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#BRANTastic  #BRANTastic  PhotosPhotos
Staying positive in our amazing community!Staying positive in our amazing community!

Sponsored by For all your 
Accounting and 
Taxation needs.
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While digging to find material on the 
Township of Brantford I realised that 
there was little that unified the township 
other than its municipal organisation. 
Perhaps it is because the township is 
rather large and spread out or because 
the City is carved out of the middle 
of the township essentially dividing 
the township into two halves, one on 
the east side of the 
Grand River and one 
on the west side. The 
story of the township 
comes from the 
farms, villages, and 
hamlets. I will begin 
with an overview of 
the township and in 
subsequent columns 
I will write about the 
various communities 
of the township and the 
people who carved a life 
out of the wilderness.

The Township of 
Brantford was bounded 
by the Township of 
South Dumfries to the 
north; the Townships of 
Onondaga, Tuscarora, 
and Ancaster in the 
County of Wentworth to 
the east; the Township 
of Burford to the west; 
and the Township of 
Oakland to the south.

The Township is entirely contained 
within the Haldimand Tract, a tract of 
land granted to the Haudenosaunee 
in compensation for the loss of their 
territory in New York State due to 
the American War of Independence. 
The Haudenosaunee moved into the 
Haldimand Tract in October 1784. 
Shortly thereafter, Joseph Brant began 
to give leases on this territory to white 

settlers whom he knew personally or 
had skills that would be of benefit to the 
Haudenosaunee, particularly farming.

At this time, the region was covered 
with forests - oak, pine, and maple. 
It was used primarily as a hunting 
ground by the Haudenosaunee. No 
roads for carts or carriages existed, just 
paths. The township was well watered 

facilitating the development of mills. 
The first grist mill in the township was 
built by James Percy in Mud Holler east 
of Mount Pleasant in 1801 (roughly 
where War Road meets Burtch Road).

First Settlers

The records regarding early settlers 
is not complete or comprehensive. 
Settlers moving into and out of the area 
were not tracked and recorded by any 

authority. The names of many settlers 
remain a mystery as they moved in, 
worked the land for a while and then 
left. The early settlers came with 
little capital but must have possessed 
industrious spirits, as they carved 
their farms and homesteads out of the 
wilderness.

The first white settlers in the Township 

settled adjacent to Fairchilds Creek, 
among them Benjamin Fairchild, 
John File, Issac Whiting, and Major 
John Westbrook. John and Alexander 
Westbrook settled at Fairchilds Creek in 
the late 1780s as did Benjamin Fairchild. 
John Smith and his son-in-law John 
Thomas built the Mohawk Chapel in 
1785 and then settled at Cainsville, then 
known as Cayuga Heights. John Oles 

arrived in 1806 with his mother when he 
was 7 years old. He married a daughter 
of Issac Whiting in 1822 and bought 150 
acres in Langford. Jacob Langs settled 
in what would become Langford in the 
beginning of the 19th-century.

War of 1812 - 1814

In 1814, American General Duncan 
McArthur and his cavalry swept through 

southern Ontario burning 
mills and farms during 
the war of 1812-1814. 
When he and his men 
attempted to cross the 
Grand River at Brant’s 
Crossing in October, on 
their way to Fort Erie, he 
was thwarted by the local 
militia fighting alongside 
Indigenous warriors. This 
caused McArthur to turn 
south and retreat back to 
America.

Surrender of the 
Township Lands

Over time, the 
Haudenosaunee were 
overrun by white settlers, 
who were often squatting 
on the land. The colonial 
government did little 
to stop the invasion of 
white settlers. The town 
plot of Brantford was 

sold to the Crown in 1830. 
Further surrenders of Township land 
were made from time-to-time until 
1841 when the Haudenosaunee gave 
up most of their remaining territory and 
consolidated their settlement within 
Tuscarora Township, the present day 
Six Nations reserve, where the colonial 
government would be able to prevent 
white settlement.

Brantford Township was located in the 

Township of Brantford

Brantford Township map. The 
map shows the City of Brantford 
boundaries in 1953. The black lines 
show the boundaries of the Haldimand 
Tract, King’s highways are shown in 
yellow, the currently operating railway 
lines in black, and the abandoned rail 
lines in grey.   (Source: Map created by author).

JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz

facebook @jjackowetz

Corduroy road constructed over a swamp near Orillia, Upper Canada. Pen and ink drawing from September, 1844.  (Source: Public domain/www.virtualreferencelibrary.ca)
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County of Wentworth and was organised 
in 1840 and became a municipality in 
1850. David Christie was its first Reeve.

The regular concessions number from 
north to south, and the lots in the 
concessions number from west to east. 
The plan of the Township is irregular 
because land settled by leases issued by 
Brant were irregularly laid out without 
regard for uniformity.

The soil conditions in Brantford 
Township are excellent for agricultural 
purposes. It was the bounty provided by 
the soil that lead settlers to this area.

As the 20th-century progressed, urban 
development in the Township occurred 
near the border of the City of Brantford. 
This provided easy access to the City for 
work, shopping and amenities but lower 
taxes as city services were not provided 
in these areas. As the City grew, these 
adjacent areas were annexed.

Notable residents of the Township were 
Alexander Graham Bell and George 
Brown.

Roads

The definition of what qualified as a 
road has changed over time. In the 
early days of settlement, a blazed foot 
path was considered a road. Some of 
the earliest roads through the area 
traversed Brantford Township. These 
roads permitted settlers to move into 
the interior of the province. Originally, 
roads were maintained using statute 
labour - every male between 21 and 
50 years of age was required to do at 
least three days of labour on the roads 
abutting their property annually. Roads 
abutting unoccupied lots were generally 
not maintained. Toll roads then started 
to appear, with the tolls used to pay for 
maintenance and upgrades. Planked 
roads became more common by the 
late 1830s and macadamised roads (see 

sidebar) started to be built in the 1840s.

The first road built by the colonial 
government through the Township, 
the Hamilton Road opened in 1810. 
This road was an improvement of the 
Iroquois Trail or Detroit Path that linked 
Niagara Falls with Detroit. In 1812, the 
road was upgraded to a corduroy road, 

i.e. cross-wayed with logs, to facilitate 
troop movement. In 1815, the road 
was graded, planked and gravelled. 
Between 1837 and 1841, the road was 
macadamised. The portion of this road 
between Brantford and Woodstock was 
assumed by the province in 1935 and 
designated Highway 53. Most of the 
road was already paved except for the 
portion between Cathcart and Eastwood, 
which was paved by 1938. In 1937, the 

eastern portion of the Hamilton Road 
was designated Highway 53. It was 
paved with concrete in 1929. In 1950, 
a widened four-lane road through the 
Township opened to accommodate the 
high volume of traffic along the route. 
The second bridge over Fairchild’s Creek 
was added at this time. Highway 53 was 

decommissioned in 1997, replaced by 
Highway 403.

The roads that became Highway 2 
through the Township were taken 
over by the province in 1919. Highway 
2 has been replaced by Highway 401 
and Highway 403. Highway 2 was 
decommissioned in 1998 after the 
last section of Highway 403 opened 
between Brantford and Ancaster on 
15-August-1997.

The Long Point Road travelled south 
from Brantford through Mount Pleasant 
and beyond. This trail would become 
the original route of Highway 24 south 
of Brantford. In 1924, the road was 
improved and in 1925, the portion 
between Brantford and Mount Pleasant 
was paved with concrete. In 1927, the 
road was assumed by the province 
and designated Highway 24. North of 
Brantford the road followed Highway 2 
to Paris and then proceeded along the 
Spragues Road to Galt. The Brantford 
to Paris portion was already paved at 
this time. In 1930, Highway 24 between 
Brantford and Galt as we know it today 
opened and the portion between Paris 
and Galt was re-designated Highway 
24A. Highway 24A was paved in 1931. 
The portion of Highway 24 between 
Simcoe and Brantford was completely 
paved by 1930. In 1967, a new route for 

Highway 24 between Highway 53 west 
of Brantford and Simcoe opened and the 
original route through Mount Pleasant 
and Waterford, now known as old 
Highway 24, was decommissioned.

The Governor’s Road, also known 
as Dundas Street, was the first road 
constructed by the colonial government. 
It was built from York (Toronto) to 
London. Construction commenced in 
1793 by the Queen’s Rangers from 
Burlington Bay. The road was designed 
for the movement of troops away from 
the border. It connected Paris with 
Dundas and served as the northern 
boundary of the Township. Highway 5 
between Osborne Corners and Paris was 
assumed by the province in 1930. This 
portion was paved in 1933. Highway 5 
was decommissioned in 1998. Highway 
99 was first designated as Highway 5B 
in 1938. It was renumbered to Highway 
99 in 1940. The route was paved in 1953. 
The highway was decommissioned in 
1997. 

Highway 403 was first conceptualised 
in 1937. Construction on the Brantford 
Bypass started in 1963 and the highway 
opened on 31-October-1966. The portion 
of the highway between Brantford 
and Paris opened in 1978. The final 
portion built in the township connecting 
Brantford with Ancaster opened on 
18-August-1997. A street (highway) 
party was held on the roadway on 
14-August-1997 to celebrate the 
completion of the highway between 
Woodstock and Hamilton, which took 45 
years.

Map of the County of Brant showing the former townships and settlements in the County. Brantford separated from 
the County in 1877 when it incorporated as a city. The black lines show the boundaries of the Haldimand Tract.  (Source: Map 
created by author.)

Brant County Roads - 1836. A map of the located Districts in the Province of Upper Canada describing all the new 
settlements, townships, etc. with the adjacent frontiers, by James Wyld.  (Source: The Development of Early Roads in Brant County 
1776-1850, Dennis Szilvasy, from the Brant Museum & Archives.)

Macadamised roads 
were built with a base 

of coarse gravel followed 
by progressively finder 
grades of gravel. The gravel 
was bound together by a 
mixture of stone dust and 
water. The road beds were 
raised to facilitate drainage. 
Later tar- and bitumen-
based binding was used. 
This construction was 
known as tarmacadam, 
shortened to tarmac. The 
first tarmac road was laid 
in Paris, France in 1854. 
John Loudon McAdam was 
the Scottish engineer who 
developed this method of 
road construction. Asphalt 
roads were first laid in New 
York City in 1872.
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PROTECT YOURSELF

AVOID  
close contact with 

people who are sick.

CLEAN
and disinfect 

frequently touched 
objects and surfaces.

WASH 
your hands often with 

soap and water for 
at least 20 seconds.

STAY HOME 
when you are sick.

AVOID  
touching your eyes, 

nose and mouth.

COVER
your cough or sneeze 

with a tissue, then throw 
the tissue in the trash.

 See page 4 for Resources and Information


