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As a community paper and forum for sharing
thoughts and experiences, the views expressed
in the magazine are not necessarily those of the
Publisher, Editor, other contributors, advertisers
or distributors unless otherwise stated.
BScene is wholly owned and published by Jason
Freeze. All content © 2020 and all rights to
distribution are reserved by BScene.
ADVERTISING
BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500
drop locations throughout Brantford, Brant and
Six Nations each month. BScene also publishes
unique online content throughout each month
as well as providing the Best Event Guide in the
community. We have an engaged and dedicated
readership who are invested in experiencing what
our community has to offer.
For advertising inquiries, please contact:
Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 jason@bscene.ca
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Cathy and the team of chefs at Our Kitchen Brantford were delighted to show off their
flavourful skills in our Cover Story last month!

BSCENE’s RECYCLING PROGRAM
The BSCENE paper stays local and supports local endeavours as much as possible.
Our publication was printed locally at Ricter Web Printer for years. After its closing,
we chose McLaren Press Graphics in Gravenhurst, a family owned business.
From there, we distribute locally to many businesses and organizations within our
grand community. Then at the end of the month, we’ll collect any left over papers
for recycling. These papers are recycled through a special fundraising program
A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce

BScene is a local Entertainment & Community
Guide, showcasing the #BRANTastic features of
Brantford, Brant and Six Nations through engaging
content and with the Best Event Guide in our
community.
BScene is distributed free, every month through
key community partners throughout Brantford,
Brant and Six Nations. BScene has a local network
of over 500 distribution points including local
advertisers, retail outlets, dining establishments,
and community centres. For a complete list,
please visit bscene.ca
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with Sydenham-Heritage United Church and Hartmanns Canada. Hartmann’s
is a local egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale that turns the papers into
egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store. The money raised through this
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local whenever we can.
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Millards
marks
100
years
CPA accounting firm celebrates by giving back
YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

email yvonne@roundtablepr.com
🔗 roundtablepr.com
Millards Chartered Professional Accountants have been
crunching numbers for clients, many of them charities and nonprofits, for a full century. This year, the Brantford based firm
officially marks 100 years in business.

Today, along with Brantford, Millards Chartered Professional
Accountants has offices in Hagersville, Simcoe, Delhi, Norwich,
Tillsonburg and Port Dover.
Partner Darin Cleary says the firm has always been ‘very’ client
driven. “That’s something we really try to emphasize to our
staff, that you do need to be available when clients need you.
We want to make sure the first person our clients think to call is
us,” he said.
Millards doesn’t specialize in any one specific area, because
the client base is so diverse. “We have multi-national
manufacturing clients down to new start-ups,” he says.

Submitted Photos

Millards (Millard, Rouse & Rosebrugh LLP) was founded in 1920
by W.H. Hamilton, C.A. W.T. Millard, C.A., joined the firm in 1924
and the firm grew over the years, as other offices were opened
across southern Ontario. In 1940, the partnership of Millard,
Rouse & Rosebrugh LLP was formed.

WHY NOT YOUTH CENTRE

Millards has been deemed an essential service during the
pandemic and has continued to operate, with half of the staff
taking the option of working from home.
Meantime, careful precautions including social distancing, have
been taken in the Nelson Street office. “It couldn’t have come at
a more difficult time for us, because we’re in the middle of tax
season, which is the largest transfer of information on paper
that we go through in the course of a year,” said Cleary.
With Canada Post overwhelmed, Millards hired students to
deliver information and tax forms to client’s homes so they
could then in turn, put them in a drop box at the Nelson Street
location.

Why Not’s main focus is to provide help to homeless and
troubled youth in the downtown. “Our reason was, not only
is Why Not a fantastic organization that’s doing great things,
but we’ve always been downtown and they are helping in
the downtown and for our one-hundredth anniversary we
wanted to do something not only good for the city, but for the
downtown,” said Cleary.
Some of the hundreds of organizations that have received
help from Millard’s include the Lansdowne Children’s Centre,
The Community Resource Service, The Brant Community
Healthcare System and the Brantford International Jazz
Festival.

The newer Nelson Street facility was built at a time when
Brantford’s downtown was going through a long overdue
renewal period. Cleary says although there were opportunities
to rebuild outside of the downtown, they decided to stay and
contribute to the revitalization.

FOOD BANK CHALLENGE
The company also maintains a strong philanthropic philosophy,
that’s been handed down throughout the years, and Cleary says
helping charities and non-profit organizations is a mandate that
staff gladly embrace.
“It’s very common to see a charity event or a fundraising event
happening in our hallways that wasn’t necessarily generated by
partners. Many times the staff have found a cause they like and
they go with it. They know we really support them doing that,”
he said. Cleary says he’s “always amazed” at just how much
time staff are willing to give up to work on worthy causes.

Meantime, rather than mark a century in business with a large
public celebration, Millards decided to mark the occasion with a
large donation to a non-profit organization that needed help.
Despite a generous community, Why Not City Missions and
Youth Centre on Colborne Street have struggled to achieve
a steady flow of funding. So Millards came up with a plan to
provide them with $250,000, or $4,167 a month for 5 years.

BRANT UNITED WAY

“We really feel that this community has supported us and
made us successful and it’s very important to give back to the
community,” he said.
To learn more about Millard’s Chartered Professional
Accountants and the services they offer, visit:

🔗 millards.com

He wasn’t surprised to see five dogs walking through the
building prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, for a Brant County
SPCA fundraising event. “We’d raised some funds and they were
trying to get the dogs in front of a few people and hopefully get
them adopted,” he said.

Specializing in All your BBQ needs!

403 Fairview Dr.

BRANT COUNTY SPCA



519-752-3151



www.strodes.ca
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A PUBLIC SERVICE FROM BSCENE
For updates regarding the County of
Brant’s programs and services visit:
link www.brant.ca/COVID-19
-For updates regarding the City of
Brantford’s programs and services visit:
link brantford.ca/Covid-19
Celebrate June!
Submitted Media Release
In the County of Brant, June is Recreation and Parks
and Seniors Month. This year’s theme is Brighten Up
Brant!
“Although we all need to do things differently this year,
the County will offer a number of virtual activities, fun
resources and a contest to “Brighten Up Brant”,” said
Stacey Ellins, Manager of Recreation Services for the
County of Brant. “We hope you’ll join us (virtually) for
the month of June!”
We encourage you to visit www.brant.ca/June for an
online calendar listing of activities and follow us on
social media @BrantCommunity.
Things to look forward to include:
· Social media videos from County Councillors and
staff sharing their favourite tips to stay active,
· Fun little gifts will be hidden in County parks and
trails for kids to discover,
· Online fitness classes, library story time and an
Alzheimer Zoom meeting will be hosted throughout
the month,
· We will share stories about fellow citizens who are
brightening up Brant through their good deeds,
· Water safety will also be a focus for June,
· A Virtual Car Cruise is underway and we encourage
you to submit photos of your vintage and classic cars,
· And more.
“We are also excited to host a photo contest for your
chance to win an ultimate backyard prize pack!” said
Ellins. “Please share your photos with us of how you’re
celebrating this June.”
Although we may not be able to gather in-person, we
will do our best to support you to stay connected, stay
active and stay healthy! Join us Brant and celebrate
June!
For more information, visit www.brant.ca/June.
RECREATION & PARKS MONTH VIRTUAL
CALENDAR
Submitted Media Release
Each year, Canadian Parks and Recreation Association
(CPRA) recognizes and celebrates the month of June
as Parks and Recreation Month (JRPM). This year,
we feel it’s more important than ever to continue to
promote and encourage safe, inclusive and healthy
living for all.
In light of the pandemic and the need to continue to
ensure the health and safety of citizens and staff, The
City of Brantford Parks and Recreation Department
has put together a virtual calendar to highlight the vast
benefits of Parks and Recreation. We’re encouraging
the community to follow and watch our Facebook and
Twitter pages for daily activities to stay active and
having fun no matter what your age. We are hoping
people will enjoy sharing their ideas and images of
what they’re up to (while social distancing of course!)
and finding new things to enjoy.
You can view a full list of the daily activities online
brantford.ca/parksandrecreation or printable copy to
download.
More about JRPM
June is Recreation and Parks Month is a program of
Parks and Recreation Ontario (PRO). PRO is a nonprofit association of leaders in recreation and parks

Entertainment & Community Guide

COVID-19
RESOURCES
& INFORMATION
that advances the health, social and environmental
benefits of quality recreation and parks. For more
information on PRO, please visit www.prontario.org
City Gradually Begins to Reopen Public Spaces
While Extending COVID-19 Financial Relief
Measures
Submitted Media Release
In line with recent provincial announcements that
enable reopening some restrictions in parks and
trails in a gradual and measured manner, Arrowdale
Municipal Golf Course, Dufferin Park tennis courts and
Lions Park tennis courts are now open.
Northridge Municipal Golf Course will open for the
2020 Golf Season on Friday, May 29 at 7:00 a.m.
Tee times for both courses can be booked online at
brantford.ca/Golf. Non-members are asked to call
the respective course Pro Shop to book tee times and
secure bookings with a credit card.
Dogford Dog Park will open May 30, 2020, and the
Brantford Rotary Bike Park will be open to the public
on June 1, 2020. Hours of operation will be posted at
each respective location.
While parking lots and benches are now open for
public use while physical distancing, to continue
to protect public safety, and consistent with the
provincial extension of Emergency Orders, use of the
following amenities located in any municipal park or
on property owned or operated by the City of Brantford
remains strictly prohibited at this time.
Public Spaces and Amenities that remain closed
•
•
•
•
•
•

Playground equipment
Picnic tables
Park shelters
Exercise equipment
Skateparks
Sports fields

All City-owned Community Centres and facilities,
including the Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre, the
Beckett Adult Leisure Centre, Bell Homestead, Doug
Snooks Community Centre, Lions Park Arena, the
Civic Centre, Woodman Community Centre, T.B.
Costain, as well as the City's two skateparks at
Brant's Crossing and Jaycee Park remain closed until
further notice.
The public is also reminded that ATVs, e-bikes and
motorized bikes are not permitted on trails. Motorized
wheelchairs and scooters used for accessibility are
allowed. Bicycles and leashed dogs are also permitted.
All trail users must keep a physical distance of at least
2 metres (6 feet) from others and are asked not to
congregate while using trails.
Financial relief extended to September 30, 2020
City Council has extended financial relief measures
until September 30, 2020. The following measures
have been put in place to assist property owners
who are experiencing financial difficulties due to the
COVID-19 pandemic:
- Penalty & Interest on 2020 unpaid taxes only will not
be charged up to and including September 30, 2020.
Tax arrears related to 2019 and prior years will still be
charged 1.25% interest monthly.
- Post-dated cheques on file for property taxes will
still be deposited unless the property owner contacts
the Property Tax Office to request the cheques be held
for future deposit or returned.
- The final 2020 property tax due dates are June 26
and September 9 and we encourage property owners
who are able to pay their taxes to do so by these
dates.
- 12-month Pre-authorized Payment Plans (PAP) and
Due Date Payment Plans will proceed as scheduled
but property owners can contact the Property Tax
Office to suspend the plan for their accounts until
further notice without penalty. Property owners
choosing to suspend their PAP plans must notify the
Property Tax Office in writing at least 7 days prior to
the scheduled withdrawal of funds from their account.
- Late payment charges will not be charged on water/
wastewater utility accounts in arrears up to and

including September 30, 2020.

Free Compost Giveaway

- The $40 Non-sufficient funds (NSF) fee for returned
cheques will not be charged up to and including
September 30, 2020.

The Free Compost Giveaway will start on June 1,
2020, and will be available between 8:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. from Monday to Saturday (while quantities
last). Residents are limited to two full garbage bags
or equivalent per day. This is a Bag-Your-Own event
and residents should bring their own shovels and
containers. Wait times may be longer than normal due
to changes in operations to ensure proper physical
distancing requirements.

- The Property Tax Office can be contacted by phone
at 519-759-4150 or by email at tax.info@brantford.ca.
Water account holders can contact Customer Service
Utilities at 519-756-1360 or customerservices@
brantford.ca.
All returning travellers from abroad MUST self-isolate
for 14 days minimum upon return to Brantford. Do not
visit a City park or public space while self-isolating.
For additional updates regarding City programs and
services, and the continuity of essential services visit
the City’s Facebook and Twitter pages and brantford.
ca/coronavirus.
The County of Brant Continues to Re-Open Park
Amenities, Skate Parks, Sports Fields, Basketball
and Multi-purpose Courts and River Access Points
Submitted Media Release
Following alongside the Province of Ontario’s
guidelines, the County of Brant is re-opening
additional outdoor recreational amenities.
“We want to make sure we do this with caution,” said
Kathy Ballantyne, Director of Parks and Facilities for
the County of Brant. “The health of our residents is
our top priority and we want to make sure we re-open
in a safe manner. We ask that you practice physical
distancing at all times while using our trails, parks and
amenities.”
Please note, County-owned trails and parks are open
for public use.
Below is a list of additional recreational amenities
which are re-opening for use:
· As of May 27, 2020, outdoor picnic shelters are open.
· As of May 27, 2020, all skate parks are open.
· As of May 27, 2020, all sports fields are open for
casual use only (no organized or team sports at this
time).
· As of May 27, 2020, all basketball / multi-purpose
courts are open.
· As of May 30, 2020, Bean Park River Access point
and Penman’s Dam Portage/Launch are open. Eric
Thomlinson River Access point in Glen Morris reopened on May 16, 2020.
Safety protocols and additional information are
available for the above recreational amenities at www.
brant.ca/COVID-19.
Outdoor park amenities such as tables and benches
will not be sanitized and you should wash or sanitize
your hands before and after use. The sports fields are
not being regularly groomed, maintained or inspected,
so please use at your own risk.
Residents are required to practice physical distancing
at all times. Do not gather in groups of more than
five (5) people and do not share equipment or multiuse courts with individuals who do not live in your
household.
As directed by the Province of Ontario, the following
amenities remain closed:
· Outdoor playgrounds, play structures and equipment
· Outdoor fitness equipment
· Outdoor pools and splash pads
· Indoor recreational facilities
“I cannot stress enough the importance of abiding
by the Provincial Orders and following the advice
of our medical professionals,” said Greg Bergeron,
Supervisor of Enforcement and Regulatory Services.
“Staying at least 2 metres from others and not
gathering in groups of more than five (5) people can,
and will save lives. If you have questions about what is
and is not allowed, please call our COVID-19 Response
line at 519.761.8391 or email COVID-19@brant.ca”
Please do your part to prevent the spread of COVID-19
in our community. The Brant County Health Unit is
now recommending wearing a non-medical face mask
where physical distancing might be difficult. We all
have a role to play in keeping our community safe.
City to Resume HHW Events and Compost
Giveaway
Submitted Media Release
The City of Brantford has announced the following
services will resume in June 2020:
Household Hazardous Waste Events
A Household Hazardous Waste Event will be held on
Saturday, June 13, 2020, from 8:00 a.m.to 4:00 p.m.,
at the Mohawk Street Landfill Site. Wait times may be
longer than normal due to changes in operations to
ensure proper physical distancing requirements.

For additional updates visit the City’s Facebook and
Twitter pages and brantford.ca/Covid-19.
KeepRite Refrigeration Donates $10,000 to
Brantford Food Bank
Submitted Media Release
“Once the reality of COVID-19 set in, we heard an
overwhelming desire from employees in our plant
and office, our Social Committee and the Union to do
what we could to support our local community. We
pulled together and established a process to collect
donations, and to say the response was fantastic is an
understatement.” (Dave Teeter, President – KeepRite
Refrigeration)
KeepRite Refrigeration has been a part of the
Brantford community for 75 years and they have seen
firsthand how strong a community is when everyone
comes together, especially during critical times like
the present. Not only does their workforce include
your neighbours and friends, it also includes 2nd and
even 3rd generation employees! They have members
on their team whose parents and grandparents also
worked at KeepRite Refrigeration and have helped
them to become the company we are today.
As active and connected members of our Brantford
society, their employees are community leaders, and
many use their spare time to volunteer at various local
organizations. They understand that what affects our
local community, affects them not only as a company
but their own families, friends, and neighbours.
It’s no secret that COVID-19 has been felt on a
global level. Although KeepRite Refrigeration has
been affected by this pandemic, since they sell their
products across North America, they continue to
keep their doors open as an essential service to
support our frontline workers in the healthcare and
food industries. As such, they feel very fortunate to
continue working during these times and believe
it’s important to share that good fortune with our
community. While their products are sold throughout
the continent, their home is Brantford.
KeepRite Refrigeration designs and builds commercial
refrigeration equipment that is imperative to food
safety and a critical part of the food industry supply
chain. Brantford Food Bank is also part of that chain,
which is why the KeepRite Refrigeration team came
together to donate $10,000 to the organization.
“We face a number of challenges,” says Heather
Vanner, Executive Director. “We have seen food
donations decrease, and many of our volunteers have
rightly chosen to self-isolate. This creates manpower
challenges. Our staff have committed to meeting the
needs of individuals needing help and are working
hard to ensure our services continue to operate. We
anticipate the number of people using our services will
rise as the economic impacts of the pandemic take
hold.”
KeepRite Refrigeration wanted to help the Brantford
Food Bank to not just face, but to conquer the
challenges that they and many other organizations,
are facing at this time.
To say it was a team effort is an understatement.
The company set things in motion by setting up
the infrastructure required for employees to make
individual contributions through payroll. KeepRite
Refrigeration’s Social Committee and KeepRite
Workers Independent Union also stepped up with
generous contributions.
“This isn’t really about work. This is about supporting
our families, friends and neighbours through a tough
time. As an essential service, we are still working. And
we wanted to support those in our community who
need a hand.” (Paul Pritchard, President – KeepRite
Workers Independent Union)
”So many people working here are community
leaders – they’re active and doing their part whether
they volunteer in service groups, coach their kids’
sports teams, help out at a local shelter… this just
seemed like an extension of that community mindset.”
(Dave Tayler, Chair – KeepRite Refrigeration Social
Committee)
KeepRite Refrigeration knows that if we continue to
come together as a community, supporting our local
businesses and one another while remaining positive,
that we will get through this. #BrantfordTogether
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JUNE 2020 BSCENE EVENT GUIDE
Please visit bscene.ca for a more complete listing of events, cancellations, postponements and new dates.
Make sure to check with the Event Organizers for more details.
Date

Event name

Location

Start Time

Category

June 1 - 30

Introduction to Social Media (Brant Skills Centre, online course, continuous intake)

Education

June 1 - 30

Microsoft Excel - Numbers in the Workplace (Brant Skills Centre, online course, cont. intake)

Education

June 1 - 30

Microsoft Word - Writing in the Workplace (Brant Skills Centre, online course, cont. intake)

Education

June 1 - 30

Office in a Flash (Brant Skills Centre, online course, continuous intake)

Education

June 1 - 30

Personal Finance (Brant Skills Centre, online course, continuous intake)

June 1 - 30

Daily Live Stream with a Local Solo Musician or Duos

https://www.facebook.com/McGonagalls/

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Mon. June 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29

Morning Singalong

https://www.facebook.com/brantlibrary

10:00 AM

Entertainment

Mon. June 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29

Kids’ Craft Time

https://www.facebook.com/brantlibrary

12:00 PM

Education

Tues. June 2, 9, 15 & 23

Let’s Get Growing with Laura E.

https://www.facebook.com/brantlibrary

10:00 AM

Education

Tues. June 2, 9, 15 & 23

Guess What’s Growing

https://www.facebook.com/brantlibrary

12:00 PM

Entertainment

Wed. June 3 - July 29

Front Porch Story Time & Activity with Miss Ann

https://www.facebook.com/brantlibrary

10:00 AM

Entertainment

Wed. June 3, 10, 17 & 24

Kids’ Craft Time

https://www.facebook.com/brantlibrary

12:00 PM

Education

Wed. June 3 - July 29

Front Porch Story Time & Activity with Miss Ann

https://www.facebook.com/brantlibrary

02:00 PM

Entertainment

Thurs. June 4, 11, 18 & 25

Throwback Thursday

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

02:00 PM

Community

Thurs. June 4, 11, 18 & 25

Trivia Night (County of Brant Public Library)

http://crowd.live/EH3CA

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Fri. June 5, 12, 19 & 26

Virtual Storytime with Miss Laura (County of Brant Public Library)

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

10:00 AM

Entertainment

Fri. June 5, 12 & 19

Keep Calm and Colour On (County of Brant Public Library)

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

12:00 PM

Entertainment

Sun. June 7, 14, 21 & 28

Sunday Morning STEM (County of Brant Public Library)

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

10:00 AM

Education

Monday, June 1

Mindfulness Groups @ SHUC - acknowledging things as they are

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83880329425

07:00 PM

Education

Thursday, June 4

Mindfulness Groups @ SHUC - acknowledging things as they are

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89120879833

10:00 AM

Education

Monday, June 8

Mindfulness Groups @ SHUC - What’s next? Maintaining practice.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83880329425

07:00 PM

Education

Thursday, June 11

Mindfulness Groups @ SHUC - What’s next? Maintaining practice

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89120879833

10:00 AM

Education

Saturday, June 13

A Night of Music with Mattman & Friends

https://facebook.com/events/3099565983400085/

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Monday, June 29

Summer Arts Studio Camp - Atlantis: The Lost City (June 29 - July 3 excl. July 1)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

9:00 AM

Community

Monday, July 6

Summer Arts Studio Camp - Mythical Beasts (July 6 - 10)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

9:00 AM

Community

Education

4000 hous
es in
15 years a
nd countin
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HOME INSPECTIONS • NEW HOME WARRANTY
INFRARED • WETT CERTIFIED • RADON INSPECTIONS

519.754.6789

CherryHomeInspections.ca

86 Dalhousie St. Brantford
519-304-7090
ninenorth.ca@gmail.com
www.ninenorth.ca





A MESSAGE FROM THE PUBLISHER

JASON FREEZE

twitter @Jason Freeze
facebook jason.freeze
🔗 BScene.ca
I hope everyone is continuing to stay well, both
physically and mentally during these trying times.
It has now been a full three months in lockdown.
And while we may be frustrated with our current
situation, we also seem to be at a turning point of
sorts. New cases are decreasing, we’re learning
how to progress in new ways, and Summer is
finally here!

As we continue to work through reopening,
please remember to shop locally and support the
wonderful business owners in our #BRANTastic
community. And while we’re itching for social
interaction, please remember to still physically
distance and be courteous with each other.
I hope that you’ll enjoy reading our June edition this
month. We’re hopeful that we can start delivering
the paper again soon. In the mean time, make sure
to subscribe to our email newsletter to get your
online edition each month. https://www.bscene.
ca/subscribe/. And you can always find every
edition on our website www.bscene.ca. Stay tuned
for stories and local updates on our Facebook Page
@BScenePaper throughout the month as well.
Wishing you all the best!
Jason – Owner of BScene

Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network
of Engaged Community Members

Jason Freeze

jason@bscene.ca

226.802.2299
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Meals, Lunches,
& Delicious Food
Create An Exciting
Atmosphere at OKB

BRENDA TAIT
link ourkitchenbrantford.ca
facebook OurKitchenBrantford
instagram ourkitchenbrantford

Exciting things are happening at Our Kitchen Brantford. Due to the Covid-19 restrictions,
we have temporarily adapted our kitchen into a takeout and delivery restaurant offering ‘heat
and eat’ Meals to Go. We are also offering lunch to go and invite everyone including local
businesses to stop by for some delicious lunch favourites.
By following government guidelines, we have also been able to keep our commercial kitchen
open for our membership. We are pleased to say that our membership has grown as those
who have been thinking of starting their own business now have the time to come in and
give our kitchen a try. They have been able to experience a first-class commercial kitchen at
a great rate. We have been honoured to watch some of our members flourish and open their
own establishments and can’t wait to see our new members grow too. We would like to thank our current members for all they are doing to help those in
our community during this time.
Our Kitchen Brantford has now teamed up with Diane’s Devotion and is accepting donations of both food and money to help feed the homeless in our
community. We have also connected with the Brantford Food Bank. Our support for these organizations during this time has been of utmost importance
and will continue on an ongoing basis.
These have been challenging times for everyone and all of us at Our Kitchen Brantford are dedicated to making life a little easier by providing delicious
food with that ‘Home Made’ goodness. Come by Our Kitchen Brantford to see how good food makes life that much richer.
Thank you to our patrons for their purchases and thank you to our contractors for their time – Ark Electrical Ltd. J & A Plumbing, and Gary Service. We
couldn’t have done it without you!
Thank you to Browndale Farms, Elberta Farms, The Olive Oil Company, Tasty Road Trips, and all those that love local as well.
Come and Cook with Us!

JUNE 2020
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“You Gotta Let The Music Play”
BSCENE

MUSIC SCENE

Kara Spencer (Founder) of Grandview Theatre Company have worked together to create Brantford
Presents. Brantford Presents is a monthly variety show that showcases musicians, comedians, and
theatre talent.
“Initially, Brantford Presents was going to be a one-off event,” said Hudson-Muir. “However, it turned
out to be a huge success, and both audiences and artists wanted a second event.”

HEIDI HOPF
facebook HeidiHopfJournalism
The times they are a-changin'. Boy, are they ever! Last month I mourned the loss of our live music
scene, but this month it seems we have reason to celebrate the birth of something new.
Thanks to the many establishments in our community we still have the chance to enjoy and support
our local talent through social media live streams. As time goes on they are becoming a new norm
for us. Many people are enjoying a Friday night pub night at home or just tuning in on a weekday
evening to gain a sense of normality through music.
Dave Dodds Jr of McGonagalls Pub has been
diligent with organizing a live weekly stream
from the pub. “I have a number of friends who
are musicians and during the down times, all
their gig’s vanished. Talking to a couple of them
I realized that money was going to become very
tight and thought we could do something to help
with that and promote local music at the same
time.”
Dodds has done just that. McGonagalls’ live
streams have raised over $2,150.00 in donations
to pay their nightly acts. While talking with
Dodds he mentioned how impressed he is with
the sense of camaraderie within the music
community.
“There have been a number of musicians who
are still working their full-time careers that
understand the intent of sharing the money
around and have donated the money we would
have paid them, back into the kitty to be paid
forward. Many of the people who played early
would ask if I knew so and so, they’re good, etc. I’d say tell them to get in touch and its grown
organically. That network and their support of each other has been fantastic.”
When thinking of our local music scene its pubs and bars that generally come to mind. Grandview
Theatre Company has reminded us that it is much bigger than that.

Submitted graphics

Victoria Hudson-Muir (Theatre Artist/Producer), Marin Smith (Playwright/Actor/Host/Director) and

Brantford Presents has raised over $3,255.00 with all donations going directly to the performers.
With so many people donating funds at a time when jobs are scarce it really shows how important
our local artists truly are to our community. Brantford Presents highlights that importance by
showcasing our talent through not only their monthly events but also by streaming interviews with
the artists.
Spencer explains “We chatted with some of the performers involved in Brantford Presents: Take
Three to discuss how COVID-19 has impacted their work, their art, and their lives. We want the
public to be aware of how artists of all kinds have been affected because it is important for people to
understand that art is work and everyone should be paid for their work.”
Although live streams may feel a bit foreign to us, they are proving to be an excellent tool for not only
supporting our artists financially but also creating a sense of community. Many people are sharing
Watch Parties on social media and our artists and organizers have been working together to make
the best out of the strange and new situation we all find ourselves wading through.
Dodds comments, “The nightly streams have
been and continue to be focused on building
strength in our community, something pubs
have always been good at. That’s our main
goal is trying to do something that helps our
community stay home and safe.”
For many of us, losing the chance to unwind by
enjoying the rich musical talent our community
has to offer has created a rift within our lives.
Although we cannot fill that rift in the way we
are used to, we can adapt and we can still enjoy
hearing the music we love. We are fortunate
enough to be able to tune into these live streams
and hear some familiar voices as well as
experience new acts.
It’s not only donations that are prevalent in
keeping these live streams going. In order to
support the people who are organizing the
events to help support our local artists, we also
need to tune in.
Show your support for all their hard work by tuning in to a live stream instead of your radio. Put it on
while you cook your dinner or tackle the housework. Why not have a planned night in surrounding
your favourite artists' showcase? All these small efforts go a long way in helping our community
support the music we love.
You can access information about upcoming events, donations, and live streams through both
McGonagalls and Brantford Presents Facebook pages.
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GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!
HUMAN RESOURCES

BUSINESS SERVICES

NEW RULES FOR THE “NEW
NORMAL” WORKPLACE
The “new normal” for employers will require them to
maintain a healthy work environment and reduce the
risk of transmission amongst employees by providing
the materials, equipment and training necessary
for employees to protect themselves, including
making barriers, masks and hand sanitizers available
throughout the workplace.
There will also be changes to many policies and
routines that employees have taken for granted,
such as the ability to duck out to a fast-food outlet on
breaks or to pick up sick kids from school.
Employees showing signs of a virus, cold or flu must
go home, and their work area should be cleaned;
the employee must not return to work until they are
symptom free for at least 24 hours. If they claim
it is allergies encourage them to consider using
medication to manage symptoms.
Those in close contact with a diagnosed or
presumptive case must follow public health directives
and self-isolate for 14 days regardless of symptoms.
Employees with personal health conditions that put
them at more risk should speak to their employer
about remaining on an unpaid leave of absence.

RE-OPENING SOON…
KATHRYN KISSINGER
elbow and practice social distancing
•

If they use a tissue, it should be discarded,
and their hands cleaned/sanitized
immediately.

•

clean shared equipment/tools/surfaces
before you touch them whenever possible.

•

clean and sanitize their work area at least
once a day;

•

empty their own garbage and recycling bins
daily.

•

stay away from other work areas, avoid
touching other employees’ tools, desks, or
computers.

March 15, 2020 will be a date I remember
forever. After returning from a trip south,
I received a call to say, “work from home
for two weeks, you are required to selfquarantine!” I had little knowledge of the
events unfolding in the US and Canada while
I was vacationing. Two weeks later we were
all scurrying to relocate our businesses, work
from home, and planning how we could move
ahead. It has been a long two months. Like
many, I am looking forward to the freedoms to
come, but I realize staying safe going forward
is going to be more of a concern for everyone.
Many businesses are successful because
they put their customers first. Putting your
customer first is being reinvented. Now,
more than ever, your customer is going to be
looking for:

If your business needs help on these or
other Human Resources issues, please
reach out to us for a free half-hour
consultation!

1.

Cleanliness

2.

Space to be able to stay physically
distanced from others while
conducting business

3.

Appearance of wellness among
service providers and business
employees

4.

Protections including hand sanitizer,
disposable masks, and wipes

5.

On-line ordering and curbside pickup

6.

Contactless shopping

Employees must also follow new rules, including:
•

•

approaching all interactions with people
and things as though they are infected with
the virus, taking the required precautions to
protect themselves and others.
following proper hygiene practices including
20-second handwashing, avoiding touching
your face, coughing, or sneezing into their

Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254
kissingerhrservices.com

Once business starts up again it will be so
important to deliver the right experience.
Start planning now. Ensure that you can
source the protections and products you need.

STEVE & LORRAINE GARNHAM

•

Slow to respond to your touch or tap

replace the battery.

•

Apps take longer to launch

Samsung Phone

•

Phone never charges to 100%

•

Phone shuts down under normal
operating conditions

•

Phone will not operate without being
plugged into a charger.

For a Samsung phone you will have to go to your
phone app and pull up the keypad. Information
about the battery voltage, charge and temperature
can be found by typing *#0228#.

•

Phone may get thicker sometime pushing
up the screen or pushing the back off.
(If this is occurring it usually indicates
the battery is ruptured and this can be
dangerous)

There are also some software tools on your phone
that may help diagnose a failing battery.

Unfortunately, a smartphone battery replacement
requires proper tools to open the phone and
replace the battery. Unless you have the tools and
are comfortable working on your phone a battery
replacement is best left to an established repair
shop.
If you have any questions about your smartphone
battery you can contact us at CPR Cell Phone Repair
Brantford.

Apple phone
Go to settings/battery/battery health. The
percentage listed here will give you an indication of
the capacity of the battery. If this percentage gets
below 85% you are probably noticing some of the
above problems and the battery should be replaced.
The software may also indicate that the battery
needs to be serviced which is Apple’s way of saying,

For assistance with a business loan or advice
call 519-752-4636.

Enterprise Brant

330 West Street , Unit 10
519.752.4636
enterprisebrant.com
communications@enterprisebrant.com

Office hours: 8:30 to 4:30, M-F

We know that students can lose learning momentum in the
summer, so it’s important to have a summer action plan early
on to prevent the summer learning “brain drain.”

The batteries in our smartphones are consumables
and the longer you have your phone eventually the
battery will wear out and have to be replaced.

Phone may heat up while charging

There is help available. Experts such as
your local health unit can provide valuable
assistance. In Brantford-Brant you can
contact: The Economic Development
Departments, the Business Resource Centre,
Enterprise Brant, or the Brant County Health
Unit to help. There is strength in partnerships.
Call us:

BEAT SUMMER BRAIN DRAIN!

DOES YOUR CELL PHONE BATTERY
NEED TO BE REPLACED?

•

Have a stock of these items so you don’t run
out. Bring employees together and talk about
how you can stay safe. Consider your HR
policies. Do they need to change?

EDUCATION

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

Following are some of the signs that your battery
may be reaching the end of its life span:

CYNTHIA SWANSON, CPA CGA

When schools close and learning stops for the season, it
causes students to lose the educational momentum they built
throughout the school year.
Summer is an opportunity for students of all ages to catch up,
keep up, or get ahead.

FUN FACT
Over the summer, students lose up to two
months of reading and writing skills and
over one month of math skills.
Summer Learning Helps Students
•

Review key concepts from last year

•

Keep learning momentum going

•

Get a head start on next year

•

Get better grades

For younger students, summer break is a great chance
to introduce the type of formal structure that they would
encounter in a classroom. It helps give them a head start on
building a strong learning foundation.

TIFFANY BERE
•

Take a class – Summer learning can often be more
engaging for students.

Our summer programs help students catch up in challenging
subjects, work ahead in favourite classes, and get a head start
on next year’s learning.
It’s easy to make learning part of the summer schedule. A few
hours a week of active learning can prevent summer learning
losses and relieve school stress during the school year.
We offer flexible schedules, and a variety of summer
programming options.

Now Bringing Live Virtual Tutoring to You!
Contact us for more information!

All Ages. All Grades. All Subjects.

Elementary students face significant academic growth which
makes it difficult to grasp all concepts, and easy to fall behind.
Summer is the opportunity to synthesize all of the information
learned during the school year and really make it meaningful.
Tips to Prevent Summer Learning Losses

185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford
519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

•

Grab a book – Regular reading is one of the easiest
ways to keep the brain active over the summer.

•

Keep learning – A few hours of structured learning
per week can keep children on track.

•

Play games – Puzzles, Sudoku, and board games
keep reading and math skills sharp.

1084 Rest Acres Road
Paris, ON N3L 0B5
519.209.8099 oxfordlearning.com
paris@oxfordlearning.com

BSCENE IS PROUD TO OFFER ADVICE FROM LOCAL EXPERTS FOR ISSUES IMPORTANT TO YOU. THE ADVICE PROVIDED IS THAT OF THE PARTICIPANT AND IS NOT ENDORSED, NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OPINION OF BSCENE.
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Give your business
an online advantage.
Digital marketing services
to get you noticed online

Get new customers through a well-designed website,
give them a seamless fast-click online experience
and boost your online search presence through
customized SEO and keyword strategies.
Visit brantinternetmarketservices.com or
call us at (519) 938.0056
to ﬁnd out how your local digital marketing expert
can help you get customers and grow your business.
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799 Colborne St. E
Brantford

519-756-5484
thesherwood.ca
RESTAURANT & CATERING

OPEN
9-8

Take Out & Delivery
Daily Specials

Order Dinner
for Father’s Day!
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COVID-19 RESPONSE
If you are in need of

FOOD
ASSISTANCE
Please drop in or call us

519-751-HELP (4357)

We are now accepting applications through the

Regional Relief and Recovery Fund
to support businesses impacted by COVID-19.

For more information and to apply
visit

https://www.enterprisebrant.com/regional-relief-recovery-fund/

We are here to help!
102-1100 Clarence St. S
Brantford

JUNE 2020
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LIBRARY ADAPTING TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY

GARY JERMY
link brantlibrary.ca
facebook brantlibrary
twitter @brantlibrary
instagram brantcountypubliclibrary
COVID-19 may have closed branches but the County
of Brant Public Library has continued to serve
the public during the pandemic. Library staff are
producing a wide mix of content that is regularly
posted on our social media channels and website and
access to digital services has been increased while
additional ways of connecting with the community
are also implemented. “Library staff have risen to
the challenge,” said CEO Kelly Bernstein. “They are
talented and agile, and are so motivated to serve
patrons any way they can, that some very creative
ideas have come about because of the closure.”
Online Library Trivia nights happen every Thursday
evening at 7:30 pm and gardening-related content
is posted on Tuesdays. Storytime videos, crafts, and

activities for the younger crowd feature the familiar
faces of the Library’s popular children’s staff. More
ebooks and audiobooks are added weekly to the
Library’s Overdrive collection and monthly streaming
limits on Hoopla have been increased while e-zine
service Flipster provides access to the latest issues
of magazines and Freegal lets users stream and
download music by popular artists for free.
Of course being able to check out materials from the
branches is the first thing that comes to mind for a
lot of Library users. The Government of Ontario’s
mandated closure of non-essential business has now
been revised to allow the Library to offer curbside
pickup and the service was launched at the Paris
branch on May 26 and will be rolled out further once
it has been fine-tuned and safety protocols ensured
for other branches. In the meantime, everyone
is encouraged to see what’s on offer through the
Library’s social media channels on Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube and of course at
www.brantlibrary.ca. The public are able to reach
staff via phone by calling 519-442-2433 between 9
AM to 5 PM, Monday through Friday. We miss the
daily in-person interactions with the community and
hope to see you again soon!
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Watch the birds. Be a good neighbour. Everything counts
towards your humanity credits.
LYNDA HENRIKSEN
link habitatbn.org
Facebook HabitatforHumanityBN
pinterest brantrestore
Twitter @HabitatBN

There’s another potential threat, lurking like a tsunami
over the charitable sector. More and more people need
our help as the days and weeks march on. But the stark
reality is that many charities lack the resources to build
capacity from within. It’s not because we’re not capable.
Charity workers are some of the most dedicated, skilled
and dynamic visionaries of our time and we know how to
budget and really stretch the value of a dollar. Program
work is effective. People’s lives are better off as a result of
the services we provide. But many charities lack a steady
cash flow. Very few charities have a reserve fund. Unless
they are a larger institution, funded through government
and donor support. Consider the fund as the equivalent of
three to six months of earned income every money expert
on the planet told you to have saved, before making a major
purchase. Such as a house or a car. Do you have three
months of savings tucked away?
In the midst of knowing most charities have been hard
hit and we at Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk have
9 partner families who are counting on us to help them
build their forever homes this year, we want to hear from
you. What message do you have for low and moderate
income families in our community, who need a safe place
to live and are willing to pay an affordable mortgage? If
you were in charge, what would you do to reduce housing
waitlists? How do you build a community where everyone
has a safe and affordable place to call home? Email,
communcations@habitabn.org. Let’s start a conversation
together.
What do birds have to do with humanity credits? Our Board
Chair was watching birds from his home office during
a recent call. Over the past several weeks he’s become
familiar with their patterns and interactions. We can learn
a lot through observation. Stop and pause moments can
connect us to our own humanity. Please see below for an
update from our Board Chair.
ADAPTING TO SERVE YOU BETTER
~ an update from Steve Roorda, Board Chair, Habitat BrantNorfolk
Thank you for your support. We continue to follow the
advice of public health experts and work together to
move into recovery from the impact of the coronavirus

Source: habitat.ca

Shellshock is real for all of us. We can relate to one another
through shared experiences. The tragic loss of a loved
one; a sharp decline in employment income; or simply
the magnitude of getting your head wrapped around our
continuance to live through a global pandemic. Most of
us are experiencing some level of shellshock. So just for
today, let’s consider our humanity credits. Together, let’s
place a real dollar value on every act of humanity. How
much should each act be worth? Is one worthy of more
value than another? How does placing a monetary value on
acts of humanity impact your thoughts about giving? Your
humanity matters. Let’s not lose sight of the impact of our
humanity, especially now.
pandemic. Our team advances our mission in partnership
with local families. They remain hopeful for a safe, decent
and affordable place to live. We know in these strange
and unusual times, our homes have become a refuge.
Hopefully, a place of safety. We want that feeling of security
and safety to be a part of our partner families lives too.
In the days and weeks to come, we'll reach out to keep
you up to date and we hope to hear from you. We've
made significant strides in adapting how we operate
and do business. Currently, our Affiliate staff works in
rotation from both on-site and work from home locations.
A comprehensive phased-in plan for changing sales
operations began with the May 4th launch of Brantford
ReStore Online using Shopify. On May 26, we re-opened
our doors to the public for both our Brantford and Simcoe
ReStore locations! Scheduled, pre-approved ReStore
donations are now being accepted at both stores. With
physical distancing measures in place, new health and
safety protocols and training for our team, we also look
forward to reactivating our construction projects within the
guidelines and protocols necessary to keep everyone safe.
On behalf of the Board of Directors, thank you for your
patience. Other activities such as our Annual General
Meeting and planned special events are currently postponed.
We are planning to have the AGM at the earliest opportunity,
likely when more COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. Should
the restrictions remain in place for an extended period of
time, then arrangements may be made for a virtual AGM.
Please sign up for email updates, visit our website and
social media for details.
I know times are tough for some of you. I encourage you to
reach out to our team if you have any questions, and let's
keep sharing kind, encouraging words with each other like
the good neighbours I know Habitat folks like you to be! Our
partner families are also counting on all of us, now more
than ever. We have 9 families who are anxiously awaiting
progress to help build their new home by the end of this
year. If you can help, your support for these local families
with a gift of any amount, will have a tremendous impact.
Don’t forget you can also donate product to the ReStore!
Please make your gift today at www.habitatbn.org

Thank you again for your friendship, loyalty and belief in the
Habitat way.
Sincerely, Steve Roorda,
Board Chair,
Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk

JUNE 2020
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Lansdowne’s Charity Motorcycle Ride Goes Virtual
CANDACE KINGYENS
link lansdownecentre.ca
facebook Lansdowne-Childrens-Centre
The Lansdowne Children’s Centre is a treatment centre for children and youth
with physical, developmental and communication needs. Their special needs may
arise from Cerebral Palsy, Spina Bifida, Down Syndrome, Brain Injury, Muscular
Dystrophy, Autism and other developmental delays. We provide specialized care
and services to more than 2,600 children and families annually, from birth to 19
years old in Brantford, Brant County, Haldimand-Norfolk, Six Nations of the Grand
River and Mississaugas of the New Credit. We currently have a wait list of over 1,900
needing services.

Submitted photo

We offer a wide range of quality services at the Centre, in home, in schools and
other community settings that provide essential supports and play an important
role in enabling our children and youth with special needs to develop their full
potential. The children and youth in our community need you now more than ever.
While we are doing our best to provide as much care as we can virtually, we need to
have a plan in place for when we see these kids again in a face-to-face setting.

their own schedule and their own route, riding as much or as little as they would
like. We encourage all participants to register as they normally would at www.
lansdownemotorcycleride.com and collect pledges to help us reach our goal of
$65,000. You do not have to have a motorcycle to join in on the fun – ride your bike
or your car…just ride! Don’t forget to take pictures and post them to our event page
on Facebook and Twitter using the #LCCvirtualride and #rideforthekids hashtags.
While we look to this new way of fundraising, we are looking for sponsors to
support this event and additional help with getting this event up and running. You
can assist us in helping us spread the word by sharing our posts, becoming a
sponsor, signing up and registering for the event and collecting pledges or making a
general donation.
We will also be selling Beer for a Year Raffle tickets in the near future, as well as
short and long sleeved shirts, patches and buffs. To place an order or for more
information please contact Candace Kingyens, Senior Development Officer for the
Lansdowne Children’s Centre Foundation at charityride@lansdownecc.com. We
thank our entire community for your great support of our Centre and for your great
and positive response to this event turning virtual. We could not do what we do
without you!

Lansdowne Children’s Centre Foundation’s

NOW A

VIRTUAL
EVENT

The Lansdowne Children’s Centre Foundation exists to raise funds for the unfunded
programs at the Centre by obtaining Corporate Donations, Major Gifts, Legacy Gifts
and running Special Events, as well as building brand awareness in the community.
The three signature events we run are the Great Northern Ride, the Charity
Motorcycle Ride and the Heroes Walk and Roll.
We were fortunate enough to have had the Great Northern Ride take place
this past February before the pandemic began, but our other two events were
scheduled to happen later in the year. Our Charity Motorcycle Ride was to take
place on May 9th 2020 and is in its sixteenth year. Normally, this day is partnered
with the Brantford Police in conjunction with their Family Fun Day and brings out
hundreds of participants and riders who help raise funds for the children and youth
of Lansdowne. Due to Covid-19 we put this event on hold while trying to come up
with a creative way that we could still raise funds, while keeping our volunteers,
sponsors, staff and participants safe during this uncertain time.
On May 22nd 2020, the Lansdowne Children’s Foundation announced that they
would continue to run this signature event virtually. The event looks much different
that it normally would, but we have received a great and positive response to the
event so far. We have the support of Mayor Kevin Davis, Mayor David Bailey, MPP
Will Bouma and Chief Mark Hill of Six Nations, who are all doing a self-made
video showcasing their support and to help Lansdowne promote this event and
encourage our community to take part. Stay tuned for their videos to appear on our
social media platforms and website.
The Charity Motorcycle Ride will now run for the entire month of July (July 1st
– July 31st), with participants riding 150km for Lansdowne on their own time,

JULY 1 – JULY 31, 2020
Ride 150km in the month of
July to support Lansdowne
Awards — Online Raffle — Additional Prizes

For more details please visit: www.lansdownemotorcycleride.com
Platinum Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Gold Sponsor

Event Partner

Silver Sponsors

Friends of Lansdowne
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Be seen with
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A LOOK BACK AT 2019 THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

PRIDE IN THE PARK 2019
June 15, 2019 • Mohawk Park, Brantford • D Jason Freeze

NOVA VITA HEELS TO HEAL WALK 2019
June 9, 2019 • Harmony Square, Brantford
Jason Freeze

D
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Why Not Youth Centre Goes Online

Sponsored by
KAITLYN BRAUN
link whynotyouthcentres.com
facebook whynotcitymissions
When we first heard the news that the youth centre
was at risk of having to close, we had two options. We
could panic and see the youth fall through the cracks,
or, we could accept the new challenge and create an
entirely new online programming and crisis model.
With a dedicated team of staff and volunteers, we chose
the latter. Our staff team came together and created
an entire online crisis model as well as an online
programming model.
We were able to pair almost 20 seasoned volunteer
mentors with 3-4 youth each. Our mentors do daily
check-ins with their youth via social media, texting
and phone calls as well as screen for crisis and help
connect them to outside resources. We have a staff
member on call every night who is able to assist the
youth and guide them through crisis. Along with our
remote crisis support, we also are offering online

programming. Every day our mentors and staff offer
various programming online such as craft nights,
cooking class and mental health support group. Along
with our online supports, we have also been able
to provide a weekly food drop-off for youth who are
needing it. We prepare food boxes and are able to do
porch drop-offs so that none of our youth and their
families go without.
We are so thankful to our amazing Brantford
community for continuing to support the youth centre
and for making sure that we do not go without. It is
because of your generous donations that we are able
to do all of our food drop-offs and run our various
programming.
While anxiety is high among our youth as uncertainty
of the future looms over their heads, it is our goal to
keep them engaged and covered in support so that
they know we haven’t given up on them in the midst
of this worldly crisis. It is our goal to continue to
provide access to support so that our youth don’t lose
hope and don’t lose sight of the honest fact that they
are loved, cared for and championed by the Why Not
staff and mentors.
Our youth are some of the most resilient individuals
that we have ever met. Despite challenging
circumstances, they continue to show up each day
and reach out for help. They genuinely are amazing
kids and they have bright futures ahead of them.

#BRANTastic
Photos
Staying positive in our amazing community!
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For all your
Accounting and
Taxation needs.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assurance & Accounting
Business Valuation
Estate Planning
Financial Planning
Information Technology
Succession Planning
Taxation

519 759 3511

www.millards.com
●
●
●
●

Voice Over Services
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com
yvonne@roundtablepr.com
Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

Burgers & Fries | Wings | Poutine | Wraps

Goo’s Delivers

Left
ANGELA DERONDE
Grandmother and Granddaughter celebrate Mother's Day
-Submit your #BRANTastic Photos each month to Jason@bscene.ca
for a chance to be shared in our next edition!
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JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz
facebook @jjackowetz
St. George Station looking west.

ST. GEORGE
In my last column I outlined the
history of South Dumfries Township
and Glen Morris. In this column, I
turn my attention to the township’s
largest village, St. George.
The earliest settlers to the township
were attracted to St. George because
of the excellent quality of the soil
and its abundance of good water.
The first grist mill was built by John
Phillips in 1817. John Petit arrived
in 1818 and built a distillery. Petit
found a ready market for his whisky
which sold for 18 cents a gallon.
Henry Moe operated the first store
in the settlement. Moe built a mill on
Mill Creek immediately south of St.
George in 1827. The mill was later
acquired by John Bauslaugh. James
Mullin opened the first tavern in
1835.
St. George was originally called
Bauslaugh’s Mills after John
Bauslaugh. The post office opened
in 1833 and the name of the village
would change in honour of its first
postmaster George Stanton. Stanton
helped lay out the village, he also
operated a general store in addition
to the post office. Stanton was the
village’s most prominent citizen.
Wagon Works
Robert Snowball opened a carriage
and wagon shop in 1834. It was a
small business and, notably, the first
wagon works in Upper Canada. The
business grew slowly but steadily
because the Snowball wagon was a
quality product sold at a reasonable
price. In 1857, Snowball turned the
business over to his son William
who worked the factory full time.
Due to overproduction, the factory
shut down between 1875 and 1877.
In August 1891, the Snowball Wagon

Source: South Dumfries Historical Society.

Works Company was set up as a
joint stock company. The company
declared bankruptcy in November
1891. The business reopened in
April 1892 under new ownership
and production was stable during
the 1890s. In 1900, Peter Wood
acquired the business. In December
1902, the Hamburg American
Wagon Company of New Hamburg
purchased the company and then
closed it down in May 1903. In
March 1904, Dan Jackson reopened
the abandoned factory under the
name Jackson Wagon Company
Ltd. Orders grew, necessitating
a factory expansion in 1906. By
1913, the T. Eaton Co. was buying
all the factory’s production. Then
in 1914 the market went flat and
the company focused on meeting
local demand by making sleighs.
In the 1920s, larger wagon makers
began to make truck bodies but
Jackson never made the switch.
The company continued to supply
farmers still relying on horses and
struggled during the 1920s. In 1930,
the factory property was divided
to accommodate the extension of
Highway 5 through the village. In
1931, the highway was completed
and the company ceased operation
because of poor sales.

beside it was filled in in the 1950s.
Agricultural Works
The St. George Agricultural Works
was founded by John and Eli Shupe.
Their desire was to build farm
implements for the local market.
In 1857, Benjamin Bell joined
with John Shupe to form Shupe
& Bell. They produced reapers,
mowers, and ploughs. Shupe left
the partnership in August 1857
and Purvis Lawrason joined the
company in the summer of 1858 to
form Bell & Lawrason. The company
won awards for their products and
continued to innovate and diversify
their product line. In 1870, Bell’s
son Charles joined as partner and
the company became known as B.
Bell & Son. On 13-April-1877, the
factory burned to the ground. It was
rebuilt and reopened in May 1878.
The company expanded their market
to the Canadian prairies and Québec.
Charles passed away in 1886 and

Benjamin continued on his own.
Benjamin bestowed the company to
his son-in-law and grandson, Frank
Bell in 1891. Benjamin passed away
in March 1892. Frank Bell gained
sole ownership of the company
on 12-May-1892. By this time, the
company employed 75 men. In
1901, Frank converted the business
to a limited company. In 1902, the
factory was expanded and a sawmill was added. The company was
now shipping products to South
Africa and New Zealand. However,
business conditions changed and
the company declared bankruptcy
in 1907. The company was acquired
out of bankruptcy by the Ontario
Wind, Engine & Pump Company of
Toronto later that year and renamed
B. Bell & Son Company Ltd. Frank
Bell remained as General Manager.
During World War I, the company
won a contract to make shell
casings but almost all the shells

Mill Building
William Snowball built a grist mill on
the site of the present mill building,
on Main Street South, between High
and South Streets, in 1840. In 1869,
construction began on the present
mill building which was completed
in 1872. Snowball leased the mill
to William B. Wood. Wood went on
to purchase the mill in 1876. Over
the years the mill goes through a
succession of owners. The mill pond

St. George Agricultural Works 1916. (Source: County of Brant Public Library)

JUNE 2020

St. George railway bridge train accident. On 27-February-1889 the Grand Trunk Railway’s St. Louis Express was wrecked as it crossed the high-level
bridge just east of St. George Station. The bridge stood 65 feet above Fairchild’s Creek. Eleven people were killed and more than thirty injured. One of the
locomotive’s driving wheels fractured and a piston rod broke derailing the train and ripping up the track. The engine and two cars made it over the bridge.
The third car, a coach, plunged over the side. One span collapsed, taking the dining car with it. A parlor car stayed on the bridge but was badly damaged.
The stove in the dining car crashed through the car causing most of the deaths. It took four days to rebuild the bridge. (Source: The County of Brant Public Library.)

were defective and the company
lost money on the venture. After
the war, production of agricultural
implements resumed. Frank Bell
passed away on 22-July-1929 and
the company was then managed by
Bell family executors. The company
struggled under this arrangement
for a couple of years and was
eventually shuttered. The buildings
were sold in 1933 and demolished.
Railway
The Great Western Railway began
operating through St. George
in November 1853. The railway
facilitated the shipment of wheat,
flour, cheese and the production
from the wagon works and
agricultural works. Businesses had
to use loading facilities at Harrisburg
until 1874 when loading facilities
were installed in St. George. In 1905,
the Grand Trunk Railway, which
had acquired the Great Western
in 1882, routed their main line
through Brantford, bypassing St.
George. Brantford was a thriving
manufacturing centre and the
railway wanted to increase its
business in Brantford by placing it on
the mainline. Most passenger trains
were routed through Brantford with
only two per day going through St.
George. By 1928, most of the freight
traffic was also routed through
Brantford. The rail line between
Paris and St. George was abandoned
in 1935. The bridge over the Grand
River was taken down during World
War II and the steel recycled for the
war effort. Passenger service ended
for good on 20-June-1959 when
the Rail Post Office (RPO) stopped
running to St. George. The demise
of the RPO led to the elimination of
passenger rail service throughout

the branch lines of Ontario. The rail
line to St. George was abandoned in
1963.
Canadian Machine Telephone
Company
Early telephone
exchanges were
manually
operated using
an operator
to switch and
complete
telephone
calls. An
automated
switch would
improve service
and reduce
cost. The leader in
automatic switching was
the fledgling Strowger Automatic
Telephone Exchange Company.
A competing company to the
Strowger switch was the Lorimer
System Switch developed by the
Lorimer Brothers of St. George;
George, James Hoyt, and Egbert.
Both company’s switches permitted
direct dialling. The Lorimer Brothers
established the Canadian Machine
Telephone Company to manufacture
and service their switches in 1897.
The Lorimer switch was a perfected
version of the Callender switch
conceived by Romaine Callender of
Brantford. Hoyt was the mechanical
genius behind the system but he
passed away in 1901. Hoyt’s passing
significantly slowed the development
of the switch however, the switch
design ended up being brilliant and,
in 1903, AT&T bought the patents to
jump start their own development
of an automatic switch. George and
Egbert were excellent salesmen
and the company carried on
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installing their
equipment
until 1916.
The company
declared
bankruptcy
in 1923 and
operations
were wound
up in 1925
with the Bell
Telephone
Company
of Canada
acquiring
their assets.
The Lorimer
Exchanges
were

decommissioned and replaced with
Bell switches.
Radio
CKCR started broadcasting from
the home of owner John Patterson
in March 1926. The station
broadcast at 1120 kHz
with a radiated power of
(left) Lorimer Telephone.
The levers were used to dial a
subscriber’s telephone number.
The last number called could be
called by picking up the ear piece
so this feature resembled an early
form of last number redial. (Source:
Brant Historical Society.)

25 watts. A studio was
soon established above
the Bank of Montreal, now
Abigail’s Tea House, on Main Street.
In January 1928, a fire destroyed
the studio and, shortly thereafter,
the station moved to the 4th floor of
the Arcade Building in Brantford, at

the corner of Colborne and Queen
Streets. The station took over the
frequency and studio of Brantford’s
defunct CFGC at 1010 kHz and with
50 watts of radiated power. The
station continually experienced
trouble finding sponsors and
advertisers in Brantford so, in 1929,
the station was sold to Kitchener
interests and on 22-July-1929 began
broadcasting from Kitchener. In
1965, CKCR became CHYM, and in
1992 CKGL.
Malcolm Condensing
The Malcolm Condensing Company
on Highway 5 began operations
in 1907. The company produced
condensed and evaporated milk and
butter. Ogilvie Flour Mills bought
an interest in the company in 1947.
John Labatt Ltd. acquired the Ogilvie
interest in 1967. In 1969, Beatrice
International (Canada) Ltd. acquired
Labatt’s shares. Beatrice renamed
the plant Malcolm Food Specialties
and began adding specialty products
to the facility. They started producing
Reddi-Whip whipped cream, cream
cheese, potato chip dressing
and sweet and condensed milk
for Nielson’s and Rowntree. The
company prospered under Beatrice.
In 1997, Parmalat acquired Beatrice
Foods. Parmalat owned Ault Dairies,
makers of the Sealtest brand, and
they began to transfer production to
the Ault facilities from the Beatrice
facilities. Much of Malcolm’s
production was transferred to Ault’s
Mitchell plant. The facility closed
in May 2003 and Parmalat had the
building demolished.

Malcolm Condensing Company (Source: South Dumfries Local History Collection.)
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It Takes A Generous Village: Supporting Students & Families During COVID

GISELE BUDGELL

Brant Food For Thought is grateful to the many individuals and organizations for their
ongoing efforts in helping us to support students and families during this unprecedented
time. Now more than ever, we need to ensure that students have access to nutritious
foods to help them learn and succeed from home.
Our communities have come together like a giant village to rally around children, youth and
families. Allow us to share with you the impact of the Brant Food For Thought Emergency
Food Relief efforts at this time.
“I received a food box today from
Brant Food for Thought. It was very
well-organized and contained food
from each food group so I’m able
to ensure that, during this Covid-19
pandemic, my kids are still able to
have the proper foods that sometimes
aren’t always available or easily
accessible right now. Being pregnant
makes it difficult to get into stores
often and be able to make sure my
kids are eating healthy. There is
enough there to last my family of 2
Nutritious Food Box
adults and 2 children under 6 for at
least a week. I received bread, English
muffins, eggs, apples, oranges, broccoli, tomatoes, onion, carrots, milk, and a couple
healthy snack options for my kids. It's fantastic and I am so grateful!”

Submitted photos

link brantfoodforthought.ca

Constable Ken Johnson, Brant County OPP

A sincere thank you to Constable Ken Johnson from Brant County OPP, along with Fire
Prevention Officer, Tom Waldschmidt from the County of Brant Fire Department, who have
willingly stepped in to deliver the nutritious food boxes to families needing our support.
Waldschmidt expressed it this way, “I am humbled to have the opportunity to help with
the delivery of the Nutritious Food Boxes on Friday. The transition of going to school to
learning from home has been tough for some students and families, and I have witnessed
the appreciation from families receiving these boxes as an extension of school nutrition
programs at home.”

- Nutritious Food Box delivered to a mother by Community Worker,
Brant County Health Unit
Another mother writes, “Thank you so much. We are so grateful. I’m a front line worker
and this will really help myself and my children. It’s so hard right now. Bless you.”
Principals from both the Brant Haldimand-Norfolk Catholic District School Board and
the Grand Erie District School Board have been actively involved in delivering boxes of
nutritious foods to families in their school communities.
“We can’t thank Brant Food For Thought enough for the generosity and support that they
have provided to our school families during this very difficult time. There is so much
uncertainty right now for families, but knowing that they are able to put food on their table
and provide for their children helps to ease some of the burdens that COVID has created.”
- Principal, BHNCDSB

Principal, BHNCDSB (R) receiving boxes, distributed from staff (L) at Brantford Food Bank

To date, with the help of all those involved, Brant Food For Thought has distributed close to
1,670 boxes of nutritious foods with more than 3,600 children, youth and adults benefiting.
Thank you to this generous village for working together to make such a difference in our
community.

(L to R) BHNCDSB Principal and Tom Waldschmidt, County of Brant Fire Prevention Officer

“Families are struggling with online learning, job losses, working from home and all the
unknowns, and to know that they don't have to choose between paying a cell phone bill or
getting groceries for their families is a huge relief. Thank you, Brant Food For Thought.”
- Principal, GEDSB

(L to R) GEDSB Principal and Vice-Principal delivering nutritious food boxes
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HOW TO PRACTICE

SOCIAL DISTANCING

NO HANDSHAKES
OR HUGS

KEEP YOUR
DISTANCE

WORK
REMOTELY

AVOID
CROWDS

STAY
AT HOME

WASH
YOUR HANDS

(at least 2m 6 ft)

See page 4 for Resources and Information
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