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Brantford Farmers’Market
Food tastes better when it’s fresh!

Friday Hours: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Saturday Hours: 7:00 am - 2:00 pm
79 Icomm Drive 519-752-8824
/Brantford Farmers’ Market
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BScene is a local Entertainment & Community
Guide, showcasing the #BRANTastic features of
Brantford, Brant and Six Nations through engaging
content and with the Best Event Guide in our
community.
BScene is distributed free, every month through
key community partners throughout Brantford,
Brant and Six Nations. BScene has a local network
of over 500 distribution points including local
advertisers, retail outlets, dining establishments,
and community centres. For a complete list,
please visit bscene.ca
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As a community paper and forum for sharing
thoughts and experiences, the views expressed
in the magazine are not necessarily those of the
Publisher, Editor, other contributors, advertisers
or distributors unless otherwise stated.
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ADVERTISING
BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500
drop locations throughout Brantford, Brant and
Six Nations each month. BScene also publishes
unique online content throughout each month
as well as providing the Best Event Guide in the
community. We have an engaged and dedicated
readership who are invested in experiencing what
our community has to offer.

Congratulations to Millards on celebrating their 100th anniversary this year. They've been
an outstanding part of our community through their business ventures and philanthropic
support.

For advertising inquiries, please contact:
Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 jason@bscene.ca

The BSCENE Team

Our publication was printed locally at Ricter Web Printer for years. After its closing,
we chose McLaren Press Graphics in Gravenhurst, a family owned business.
From there, we distribute locally to many businesses and organizations within our
grand community. Then at the end of the month, we’ll collect any left over papers
for recycling. These papers are recycled through a special fundraising program
with Sydenham-Heritage United Church and Hartmanns Canada. Hartmann’s
is a local egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale that turns the papers into
egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store. The money raised through this
fundraising program gets sent back to Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used
in their Green programs for sustainable upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting
local whenever we can.
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Brantford’s ONLY
Same Day Service

10 King George Road
Home Hardware Plaza
Brantford
519-752-5456
www.optichouse.ca

A Family Run
&
Locally Owned Business
for Over 25 Years
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BRANTFORD-BRANT AND AREA OPEN FOR BUSINESS!
Chamber of Commerce vital in supporting
regional economic recovery
email yvonne@roundtablepr.com
🔗 roundtablepr.com
As business opportunities rapidly evaporated due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, the jobless rate in the Brantford-Brant
region soared from 4.7 per cent in February, to 11.3 per cent in
May.
Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce CEO David Prang says,
promoting local business is made tougher with a large portion
of the population not working, but they’re doing everything they
can to turn that around. Businesses owners needing assistance
with government financial programs have been finding it with
the chamber’s help.
Chamber president Paul McCaig says, they support both county
and city businesses by making them aware “in an easy to use
way” what’s available through the various levels of government.
“One of the roles of the chamber going into re-starting and
relaunching, is promoting opportunities like the virtual job
fair, networking with businesses and working with economic
development departments in both Brantford and Brant,” said
McCaig.
They’ve also reached out through their weekly electronic
newsletter and social media avenues. And the chamber gathers
feedback from its members in Brantford, Brant, Six Nations and
New Credit, which is then taken back to government agencies.
Prang says there’s a strong advocacy component involving
the local chamber and the Ontario Chamber of Commerce; to
help iron out concerns that business owners may have. “With
some of the initial programs that came out, we heard business
owners say ‘that’s not going to work for me,’ so that

collective voice of businesses is taken back to government by
the chamber,” he said.
Prang says that’s how programs are improved and it’s how
some of them were created in the first place. And the call for
urgency was met. “Because businesses said ‘we need help
now’ and government created these programs in a way that
would normally take months and years, they brought them
together in a matter of days in some cases,” he said.
And Prang says they “put the chamber’s money where our
mouth is” through a promotional opportunity with Brant One
over the first four weeks of the pandemic. Members of the
Paris and District Chamber of Commerce and the Chamber of
Commerce Brantford-Bran had the opportunity to appear on
the online channel and speak about how they were handling the
pandemic at that time. Those that retooled their operations to
manufacture personal protective equipment were among those
highlighted.
Prang says feedback has been positive and since major events
have had to go virtual, the chamber is looking at partnering
with Brant One to live-stream their business excellence awards.
The event was postponed in May and will now take place
August 27th. Atomic Spark will handle video production for
each of the honorees.
A chamber podcast was also launched with Avery Kloss of
Shopbrantford.com. “Podcasting has come back pretty intensely
over the past few years and it’s something that I hadn’t thought
about pre-covid at any length, but it’s a way of supporting
Shopbrantford.com and getting our message out there for
businesses,” said Prang.
He says one of their projects over the summer will be
continuing to increase “visual identity.”
Going forward, Prang believes the next 18 months will bring an

2019 AWARDS PHOTO

“interesting challenge,” but he also believes society will adapt
to technological changes. “Some of those traditional jobs and
traditional ways of working are going to change quite heavily,
“he said.
Although he admits the restaurant, hospitality and tourism
industry have taken an especially big hit, the economy
measured through the stock market “is really not hurting that
bad.”
And Prang says all the advantages the local economy had
prior to covid are still there. He points to a great quality of life
in Brantford and Brant County, which are close to the GTHA
and the border and although there’s not enough housing, it’s
relatively affordable in comparison to other areas in Ontario.
Prang says Brantford came out of the tough economic
times of the eighties with optimism and a university, and
now is the time to focus on boosting skilled trades and
looking at doing things differently. The chamber works
closely with local post-secondary education facilities.

Business Excellence Awards Finalists:
Waterous Holden Amey Hitchon
Company of the Year:
Brantford Honda
Vive Mechanical
Brantford Toyota
Enterprise Brant Entrepreneur of the Year:
Ed Doucet Jr.
Sam Tavernese
Vic Casasanta
Bell Community Builder Award:
Grand River Council on Aging
Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant
Crossing All Bridges Learning Centre

“I still have optimism that there is going to be the
opportunity to grow and build strong business and continue
to be a good member of the business community in
Brantford-Brant,” says Prang.

Submitted Photo

To learn more visit:

Specializing in All your BBQ needs!

403 Fairview Dr.

Photo Jason Freeze

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER



519-752-3151



🔗 brantfordbrantchamber.com

www.strodes.ca
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COVID-19
RESOURCES
& INFORMATION

A PUBLIC SERVICE FROM BSCENE

•

For updates regarding the County of
Brant’s programs and services visit:

•

link www.brant.ca/COVID-19
-For updates regarding the City of
Brantford’s programs and services visit:
link brantford.ca/Covid-19

City Announces Additional Services Now Available as
Part of Gradual Reopening Process
Submitted Media Release
In close consultation with the Brant County Health Unit, and
consistent with the City of Brantford’s gradual approach to
safely reopening non-essential services to the public, the City
announces the following service updates:
Reopening effective, June 29, 2020:
The Skate Park at Brant’s Crossing will reopen Monday, June
29th, from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., with a strict 12-person
maximum and 30-minute time limit on all visits. A portalet
and hand washing /sanitizing station will be available onsite.
Visitors are reminded to obey all posted signage and onsite
staff attendants.
Reopening effective Friday, July 3, 2020:
Brantford Splash Pads – With temperatures expected to rise
again later this week, we are pleased to advise that the City’s
3 Splash Pads will reopen on Friday, July 3, from 11:00 a.m.
to 7:00 p.m., with operational changes and strict preventative
measures in place. A portalet and hand washing /sanitizing
station will be available. Visitors are reminded to obey all
posted signage and onsite staff attendants at each of the
following locations:
Harmony Square Brantford (12-person maximum, 15-minute
time limit per turn)
Bridlepath Park (12-person maximum, 15-minute time limit
per turn)
Mohawk Park (15-person maximum, 15-minute time limit
per turn)
Cricket Pitch at Rotary Centennial Waterworks Park will
reopen on Friday, July 3 under the same guidelines as all
other available sports fields. Please phone Parks Services at
519-759-4150 to confirm bookings. Park hours of operation
are 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. daily. Official full-length games not
permitted at this time. There is a 10-person maximum on the
field at all times. Physical distancing (6 ft) from others outside
of your 10 person social circle must be practiced at all times.
The Brantford Farmers Market will reopen on Fridays
beginning July 3, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in addition to
Saturday’s hours of 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Recent operational
changes and strict preventative measures will remain in place.
Customers will be asked a series of COVID-19 screening
questions before entry and be reminded to practice physical
distancing during their visit. Wayfinding and distancing
markings have been installed to provide guidance. To ensure
physical distancing can be maintained, a limited number of
shoppers (one person per household) will be permitted into
the Market building at a time.
Openings pending implementation of additional preventative
measures before operations can resume safely:
- Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre pools
- Woodman Park Pool
The City recognizes the popularity of these services and
amenities and is working very closely with the Brant County
Health Unit to ensure they are safe for public use as soon as
possible. Further information regarding these facilities will be
announced shortly.
Previously announced re-openings/available City services:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parks and trails for walking and cycling while physical
distancing
Parking lots at parks and trails
Benches
Northridge and Arrowdale golf courses
Disc golf at Mohawk Park
Tennis and pickleball at Steve Brown Sports Park (four
people per court maximum)
Running track at Steve Brown Sports Park
Mulch bins
Dogford Park Dog Park (12-person maximum,
30-minute time limit)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dufferin Park Tennis courts from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
(four people /court; 25-person maximum)
Bike Park at Rotary Centennial Waterworks Park from
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. (15-person maximum, 30-minute
time limit)
Jaycee Park half-pipe
Multi-use pads
Picnic Tables and Shelters
The following sports fields remain open for bookings for
recreational/training use:
Jaycee Sports Park (softball)
Steve Brown Sports Park (softball)
Mayfair Park (baseball)
Cockshutt Park (hardball, excludes stadium use)
Kiwanis Field (football, running track)
Bisons Alumni North Park Sports Complex (football,
running track)
Daubigny Creek Park, George Campbell, Steve Brown
Red/Blue and John Wright Soccer Complex (soccer)

to working together to finding solutions. I am extremely proud
of the commitment on behalf of Council, staff and businesses
alike to continue to be responsive to the needs of Brantford. I
want to thank the Task Force for working diligently to provide
multi-sectoral leadership and direction to guide Brantford’s
economic recovery in the immediate aftermath of the
COVID-19 pandemic.”
- Mayor Kevin Davis, Chair of the Mayor’s Economic Recovery
Task Force
“This action plan is a testament to the collaboration that
embodies our strong business community and to the
ongoing services and support mechanisms the municipality
will continue to deliver and evolve as we transition toward
recovery.”
- Kevin Finney, Director of Economic Development and
Tourism, City of Brantford
“The Downtown Brantford BIA appreciates the opportunity to
have participated in Mayor Kevin Davis’ passionate vision and
determination to rebuild our local economy in the wake of
COVID-19 and to reverse the pandemic’s devastating impact
on our community. Business in our downtown and throughout
the City of Brantford will soon experience the benefits of this
incredible and ongoing effort by so many capable and willing
community partners.”
- Barbara Sutherland, Chair, Downtown Brantford Business
Improvement Area

•
All other sports fields remain closed, with limited washrooms
facilities at the fields that are open.

"Enterprise Brant was pleased to contribute to the Action Plan
and look forward to supporting local businesses, social profits
and not-for-profits as we all recover from the challenges of
the pandemic. With the leadership and dedication evident
during our planning sessions and our strong community
partnerships, I am confident all sectors will continue to work
together and grow stronger as a community."

Remaining closed/unavailable until further notice:

- Cindy Swanson, General Manager, Enterprise Brant

•
Park play equipment
•
Outdoor exercise equipment
•
Select washroom buildings
•
Earl Haig Family Fun Park
•
Lawn bowling
•
Bocce
•
Please visit brantford.ca/closures for an updated and complete
list of City closures, cancellations and service modifications
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

"Six Nations of the Grand River and the City of Brantford have
had a long relationship as it relates to arts and culture. As
a sector that has been directly impacted by the closures as
a result of COVID-19, it was encouraging to know that the
two communities were working together to ensure that our
unique story, artists and tourism sector would be supported.
Woodland Cultural Centre looks forward to continuing to work
alongside our partners within the City of Brantford and Six
Nations of the Grand River to welcome visitors back to our
resilient communities."

Stay Vigilant

- Janis Monture, Executive Director, Woodland Cultural Centre

The City of Brantford stresses that all residents and
businesses play a very significant role in successfully
reopening our community safely. Please continue to follow
these important COVID-19 guidelines to keep yourself and
others in our community safe:

"The Chamber of Commerce Brantford-Brant is proud to have
been an active partner in the development of the Action Plan,
and to continue working with our members and partners to
build a successful business environment."

•

Wash your hands frequently, avoid touching your eyes, nose
and mouth, cover coughs or sneezes, clean and disinfect
surfaces and stay home if you are sick.
Practice physical distancing (6 ft apart from others) in public
at all times and wear a face covering (non-medical mask),
such as a cloth mask to reduce the risk of transmission when
physical distancing is a challenge.
Any additional updates regarding City programs and services,
and the continuity of essential services will be shared regularly
on the City’s Facebook and Twitter pages and at brantford.ca/
coronavirus.
Council Approves Economic Recovery Action Plan
Submitted Media Release
At their meeting held virtually on Tuesday, June 23, Brantford
City Council unanimously approved the Economic Recovery
Action Plan put forth by the Mayor’s Economic Recovery Task
Force. Working together, the Task Force has successfully
developed a progressive, action-driven plan to position the City
of Brantford for a sustained and balanced economic recovery
both now and into the future.
Formulated with unanimous City Council approval in May 2020
in response to unprecedented economic hardships faced as
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Task Force aims to
address the ongoing need for crisis management resources
for business owners and operators, short-term measures to
assist businesses as they reopen, and longer-term capacitybuilding opportunities to sustain operations. While Brantford
has encountered relatively low numbers of COVID-19 cases,
this plan addresses the unique and specific issues facing
the community and provides the groundwork for a safe and
healthy recovery.
Brantford’s unemployment rate was among the lowest levels
nationally prior to the mandated closure of non-essential
businesses in March 2020. Additionally, residential and
industrial start-ups, and construction activity figures were
on track to outperform record highs from previous years. An
important priority for the Task Force will be to build on the
established momentum prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, with
the clear objective to revive Brantford’s economic landscape to
former robust levels.
More information about COVID-19 local business resources
and regular updates on the progress of the Economic Recovery
Action Plan are available on the Advantage Brantford website:
www.advantagebrantford.ca.
“The significant contribution of the time and efforts of Task
Force members are examples of what Brantford is; an
ambitious, entrepreneurial, and vibrant community committed

- David Prang, Chief Executive Officer, Chamber of Commerce
Brantford-Brant
Brant Community Health Hub Receives the Green Light
Submitted Media Release
On Tuesday, June 16, 2020, County of Brant Council gave the
green light for construction of the Brant Community Health
Hub. The tender was awarded to Norlon Builders London
who will be collaborating with Edge Architects to construct a
green state-of-the-art health facility for the Brant community.
A ground-breaking ceremony will be planned in the coming
weeks.
“In 2018, Council discussed and made a number of decisions
related to the development of a health care facility in the
County,” said Mayor David Bailey. “A lot of progress and good
decisions have been made and we are excited to see the first
shovel in the ground.”
The Brant Community Health Hub, located at 25 Curtis
Ave. N., Paris, will be approximately 41,365 square feet. It
will offer a range of community health care and services
under one roof including family physicians, health care
practitioners, community support agencies, health supplies,
and other health care and social services. Tenant stakeholders
will include PrimaCare Community Family Health Team,
Cobblestone Medicine and Rehab - Paris, Brantford Radiology,
Life Labs, Sound Choice Hearing Health Services, Northville
Pharmacy, Grand River Community Health Centre, Alzheimer
Society of Brant, Haldimand Norfolk, Hamilton Halton, Nova
Vita Brant, Participation Support Services, Brant Family and
Children's Services and a number of other related health and
social service agencies.
“Improving access to health care and community services in
the County of Brant has been identified as a vitally important
and growing need,” said Bailey. “The Brant Community Health
Hub will provide our community with a stable framework for
a healthy community and reduce the burden on an already
overextended hospital system. Residents from newborns
to seniors will be able to benefit from integrated programs,
focused on their needs, close to home.”
The Brant Community Health Hub building will be comprised
of sustainable design features such as a vegetated “green”
roof, highly insulated building envelope, solar panels, electric
vehicle charging stations, and energy efficient fixtures and
equipment. Construction will begin in the near future and is
expected to be completed in the summer of 2021.
The cost of the Brant Community Health Hub is approximately
13 million dollars and a $1 million dollar fundraising campaign
will help lower costs. A number of naming opportunities will
be available for major donors who wish to contribute to this

important community asset. More information about the
fundraising campaign will be shared in the near future. The
project is anticipated to be cost neutral to the County of Brant.
Junior Chef Showdown Champion Audrey MacKinnon
Honoured at City Hall
Submitted Media Release
Brantford Mayor Kevin Davis was joined by Brantford-Brant
MPP Will Bouma, outdoors at Brantford City Hall, to recognize
and celebrate the recent achievement of 12-year old Brantford
student, Audrey MacKinnon, who won the top prize on the
Food Network television show, Junior Chef Showdown and
the first ever title of Canada’s Junior Chef Champion. To
honour her significant accomplishment, MacKinnon also
received a scroll of recognition from Ontario Premier Doug
Ford, delivered by MPP Bouma. MP Phil McColeman also sent
Audrey a scroll of achievement along with his congratulations.
A proud Brantford Ice Cat, MacKinnon has a passion for
cooking that started at a young age. In the Food Network
Canada Junior Chef competition, Audrey competed alongside
14 other talented young chefs between the ages of 9 and
13 from across Canada, and wowed the judges with her
diverse international cuisine. During the show MacKinnon
demonstrated exemplary skills that ranged from pancake
stacking, to making hand-made pasta, and grilling – all with
delicious results.
“Audrey was an absolute inspiration to watch and I couldn’t
be prouder of her hard work, good-hearted and friendly spirit,
and tremendous skill!” says Mayor Kevin Davis. “Audrey’s
Wagyu Steak with Grilled Veggie Salad, Garlic Scape Pesto and
Potato Crisps may have won the competition, but it was her
passion that won our hearts! Bravo Chef Audrey! You make
Brantford proud.”
“It is very exciting to see talent from right here in Brantford
rise to the top of the Junior Chef Showdown Championship”,
said Will Bouma, MPP for Brantford-Brant. “Audrey
demonstrated exceptional skill through this Championship,
and our community is very proud of her achievements.”
Brantford-Brant MP Phil McColeman added, “I wish to offer my
most sincere congratulations to Audrey. Our entire community
is so proud of her. Her cooking skills along with her creativity
and passion, took her to her ultimate victory, winning the top
prize. She is extremely talented and a true inspiration.”
In response, Audrey was very grateful for the special
recognition today and said she “really appreciates her
hometown’s support and is proud to be an Ambassador for
Brantford.”
Brantford City Council proclaims June 21st as National
Indigenous Peoples Day in the City of Brantford
Submitted Media Release
At a virtual Special Council meeting held this evening June
16, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. Brantford City Council unanimously
approved the following proclamation to celebrate National
Indigenous Peoples Day and honour the rich history of
Indigenous Peoples in our region.
WHEREAS June is National Indigenous History month; and
WHEREAS in 1996, the then Governor General of Canada,
Romeo LeBlanc, proclaimed June 21st of each year to be
National Aboriginal Day (now known as National Indigenous
Peoples Day), following consultation and statements of
support from various Indigenous groups; and
WHEREAS National Indigenous Peoples Day was established
as a special day to celebrate the unique heritage, diverse
cultures and outstanding contributions of First Nations, Inuit
and Metis peoples in Canada; and
WHEREAS the first peoples in Canada have and continue to
contribute to the development and future of this incredible
country; and
WHEREAS June 21, the summer solstice, is the longest day of
the year and of significant cultural importance for Indigenous
Peoples; and
WHEREAS the City of Brantford is home to over five thousand
people who identify as Indigenous and whose culture and
unique heritage are an important part of what makes this
community beautiful and diverse; and
WHEREAS the City of Brantford recognizes and celebrates the
distinct friendship this City shares with the Six Nations of the
Grand River and the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nations;
and
NOW THEREFORE THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF
BRANTFORD HEREBY declares June 21st of each year to be
National Indigenous Peoples Day for the City of Brantford and
encourages all people in Brantford to recognize and celebrate
the unique heritage, culture and diversity of First Nations,
Inuit and Metis people and to especially celebrate the culture
and contributions of the Six Nations of the Grand River and
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nations.
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Please visit bscene.ca for a more complete listing of events, cancellations, postponements and new dates.
Make sure to check with the Event Organizers for more details.
Date

Event name

Location

Start Time

Category

July 1 - 5

Virtual Wag-A-Thon (Brant County SPCA)

https://www.brantcountyspca.com/event/wag-a-thon/

Community

July 1 - 31

Daily Live Stream with a Local Solo Musician or Duos

https://www.facebook.com/McGonagalls/

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Wed. July 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29

Front Porch Story Time & Activity with Miss Ann

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

10:00 AM

Entertainment

Wed. July 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29

Front Porch Story Time & Activity with Miss Ann

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

02:00 PM

Entertainment

Wed. July 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29

Just Dance Free Online Line Dancing Classes

https://facebook.com/justdancelinedancecommunity

06:30 PM

Education

July 1 - 31

16th Annual Charity Motorcycle Ride (Lansdowne Children’s Centre)

www.lansdownemotorcycleride.com

Wednesday, July 1

Virtual Canada Day Celebration

https://www.brant.one/

12:00 PM

Entertainment

Wednesday, July 1

Virtual Canada Day Event - Canada Day House Party

https://canadadayhouseparty.ca/

03:00 PM

Entertainment

Thursday, July 2

Let’s Talk About Racism (Sydenham-Heritage United Church)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83409872881

01:00 PM

Education

Thursday, July 2

Trivia Night (County of Brant Public Library)

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Monday, July 6

Let’s Talk Racism (Sydenham-Heritage United Church)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89295017542

07:00 PM

Education

Tuesday, July 7

Let’s Get Growing with Laura E (County of Brant Public Library)

http://facebook.com/brantlibrary

10:00 AM

Education

Tuesday, July 7

Guess What’s Growing (County of Brant Public Library)

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

12:00 PM

Entertainment

Tuesday, July 7

Marketing and Sales Free Webinar (BRC)

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/marketing-and-sales-tickets-107616889012

01:00 PM

Education

Thursday, July 9

Let’s Talk About Racism (Sydenham-Heritage United Church)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86374633913

01:00 PM

Education

Thursday, July 9

Trivia Night (County of Brant Public Library)

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Monday, July 13

Brant Zooms: Ask the Library - Summer Reading Recommendations

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/brantzooms-ask-the-library-summer-reading-recommendations-tickets-108162001458?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch

Tuesday, July 14

Let’s Get Growing with Laura E (County of Brant Public Library)

http://facebook.com/brantlibrary

10:00 AM

Education

Tuesday, July 14

Guess What’s Growing (County of Brant Public Library)

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

12:00 PM

Entertainment

Tuesday, July 14

Mental Health Well-being and COVID-19 (County of Brant Public Library)

http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=8779&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2020/07/01

12:00 PM

Education

Tuesday, July 14

Basic Bookkeeping (BRC)

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/basic-bookkeeping-tickets-107617284194

01:00 PM

Education

Thursday, July 16

Trivia Night (County of Brant Public Library)

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Tuesday, July 21

Let’s Get Growing with Laura E (County of Brant Public Library)

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

10:00 AM

Education

Tuesday, July 21

Guess What’s Growing (County of Brant Public Library)

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

12:00 PM

Entertainment

Tuesday, July 21

Secrets to Healthy Aging (County of Brant Public Library)

http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=8780&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2020/07/01

12:00 PM

Education

Thursday, July 23

Trivia Night (County of Brant Public Library)

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Tuesday, July 28

Let’s Get Growing with Laura E (County of Brant Public Library)

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

10:00 AM

Education

Tuesday, July 28

Guess What’s Growing (County of Brant Public Library)

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

12:00 PM

Entertainment

Tuesday, July 28

Online Learning Options (County of Brant Public Library)

http://brantlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=8781&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2020/07/01

12:00 PM

Education

Thursday, July 30

Trivia Night (County of Brant Public Library)

https://facebook.com/brantlibrary

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Community

1:00PM

Community

Photo JP Valery on Unsplash

A MESSAGE FROM THE PUBLISHER

Happy Canada Day
everyone!
Social Circle guidelines.

JASON FREEZE

twitter @Jason Freeze
facebook jason.freeze
🔗 BScene.ca
I hope that everyone is enjoying the nice weather
and the reopening of businesses and services.
Now that Summer is in full swing, it’s important
to keep staying safe and practicing Physical
Distancing. I know everyone is excited to finally
start getting out again and enjoying Summer, but
we also need to think about the safety of each
other and ourselves. So keep washing those
hand, wearing your masks and adhering to your

It’s also important to celebrate, explore and
enjoy local this Summer! There’s lots that
our community has to offer, so I encourage
everyone to go out (where possible) and enjoy
our community’s nature, businesses and online
events.
We hope that you’ll enjoy reading through our
July edition. We’re still showcasing many local
businesses, organizations and virtual events. For
more information throughout the month, make
sure to check out our Social Media accounts @
BScenePaper and head over to our website www.
bscene.ca.
Happy Summer and Happy Canada Day
everyone!
Jason – Owner of BScene

Happy Canada Day!
Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network
of Engaged Community Members

Jason Freeze

jason@bscene.ca

226.802.2299
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Welcome To The Machine with Tyler Wilson
are, but the other side of me is more of a folky, country, blues type. I don’t set out
to write a song for this band or that band. If I want to have something finished I
just kind of find a spot for it.”
In the songs he has contributed to Checkerboard Floors we hear a fun-loving
energetic side of Wilson and in his solo project, we are allowed to observe the
tender family-centric aspect of his personality. Recently, Wilson has released
three solo songs that seem to carry the theme of coming of age and settling into
family life.
“I just write about what I know and what I’m feeling at the time. That’s pretty
much what I’m going through at the moment. I know the songs kind of make it
seem like I’m sad about it, but that couldn’t be further from the truth. I’m much
happier now than I have been in a long time.”
I found it refreshing to hear someone embracing the change that occurs in life and
asked why he thought things were easier now.

BSCENE

MUSIC SCENE

“I think life is just a lot more relaxed now. In your 20s when you’re hustling and
trying to reach for the stars there’s a certain level of stress or anxiety involved
because you think you’re not doing things right and not achieving all you should
be. Right now, I’m kind of just doing whatever I want.”
Checkerboard Floors released their album Art Project onto streaming services
back in 2014. It seems only natural that over the span of six years a writer would
need a new outlet to express the changes that would occur to a person during that
time. As we change and grow through the gaining of age and wisdom most of us
hold onto the playful fun rock and roll persona somewhere deep inside of us, but
also gain a sort of grounding through personal growth.

HEIDI HOPF
facebook HeidiHopfJournalism
I have always said writing is not a creative outlet but more of an inlet. Depending

on our thought process and psyche that inlet can be muggy and stale while other
times it can be full of rushing clear waters. This can make it increasingly difficult
to create appropriate content for one’s current medium.
We often see this happen in the world of music. A band will drastically change like
The Hollies moving from “Bus Stop” to “Long Cool Women In A Black Dress” or
they just might stop playing all together; often after releasing a drastically different
style of album. The most productive way to prevent this is to have the option of
two very different creative projects in order to feed the grinding machine that is a
writer's mind.

Both of these experiences are what make our music relatable and enjoyable. For a
music lover that tends to gravitate to the lyrical side of things, we want to hear the
writer express those emotions that we are also wading through. We want to be
able to relate and hear how someone is lubricating their way through the gears of
life. Being able to hear both sides of the coin from one artist is a rare treat.
Thankfully Wilson continues to provide us with that rare opportunity. Not only has
Wilson released his solo project but he has also been working with the band to
release new content from Checkerboard Floors later this year.
So whether you are wanting to kick back on a summer evening and reflect on
what was and what is, or you’re feeling like bopping around your living room and
shaking out some soul dust, Tyler Wilson has got you covered.
You can follow both Tyler Wilson Music and Checkerboard Floors Facebook page
for upcoming news and give them a listen on your favourite streaming service.
Tyler Wilson Spotify link

“My original stuff is so all over the board. I think it’s
just a matter of where to put the songs. The ones I
contribute to Checkerboard Floors are more partyrock, fun tunes because that’s what kind of band we

Checkerboard Floors Spotify link

Submitted
Photos
Submitted
graphics

Tyler Wilson has found himself both lucky and skilled
enough to be in a band that is open to contribution
from all of its members, as well as having the ability
to create his solo content.

https://open.spotify.com/
artist/0e2GQd48o16VLVfA0QJa1D
https://open.spotify.com/
artist/68MESWGC7AlScWKxSpOzhr
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GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!
HUMAN RESOURCES

BUSINESS SERVICES

“FAQS” REGARDING
COVID-19 LAYOFFS

HELPING BUSINESSES WITH
THE ‘NEW NORMAL’

Due to "popular demand" I am updating a
recent article to include the latest information.
Do laid off employees get termination pay?
No, they do not, so long as their
employment is not actually being
"terminated" (i.e. the business intends to
remain operational in some form). Under
the revised ESA provisions for the COVID
pandemic, employees who are off work
due to a work shortage which is a result of
COVID restrictions, are considered to be on
Infectious Disease Emergency Leave and
not "laid off". This provision remains in effect
for sixty days beyond the declaration of the
end of the pandemic restrictions. If your
business is still "officially open" and you
have terminated (permanently let go) your
employees, you may need to reinstate them
unless you can prove that the job they did
no longer exists.
If Employees work from home, what is the
employee's and company's responsibility?
Under the OHSA, the home office is an
extension of the actual workplace. This
means that employees must allow health
and safety inspections, and the employer
is required to ensure that the worker has
proper equipment and is not working from
the dining room table. There should be an
agreement as to who pays for utilities and
insurance.

KATHRYN KISSINGER
If an employee chooses not to attend work
"as a precaution" but this is not required
by the government or employer, can they
do so?
No. Only those who need to quarantine,
or self-isolate, would be approved. If
they declare to the employer that they are
not attending work due to COVID fears, it
should be handled as a work refusal under
Health and Safety laws. Employees who
refuse to return to work when asked could
lose their CERB or EI benefits.
Join my new live seminar HR This Week,
visit www.kissingerhrservices.com for more
information.
If your business needs help on these or
other Human Resources issues, please
reach out to us for a free half-hour
consultation!

Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254
kissingerhrservices.com

Security experts will tell you not to write
these passcodes down, however reality is
most of us will have trouble remembering
this information because we do not use it
regularly. I am an advocate of writing the
passcode down and keeping the written copy
in a place that minimizes the risk of having

•

Plexiglas barriers to cashiers

•

Hand sanitizer and wipes available

•

Footprints and directional arrows to show
us how far apart to stand and what direction
to walk

These are all to make your shopping experience
safer, but for businesses they represent unexpected
costs. As a business owner it will be important to
ensure that you account for the extra costs in your
business plan. The Brant and Brantford Business
Resource Centre or Enterprise Brant can help you
with this.

CYNTHIA SWANSON, CPA CGA
and things you should consider.
•

The Ontario Government https://www.
ontario.ca/page/covid-19-supportbusinesses

•

Canadian Federation of Independent
Business https://www.cfib-fcei.ca/en/smallbusiness-resources-dealing-covid-19#kit

The internet is an excellent source of information but
be sure to use credible websites from organizations
and government you can trust.
As always, Enterprise Brant can provide you with
financing. We are delivering special COVID loan
products that can be of assistance to you provided
you were a viable business before COVID. Call us!
We can help 519-752-4636.
For assistance with a business loan or advice
call 519-752-4636.

When planning and preparing there are other
resources for you:

•

Chambers of Commerce - Chambers of
Commerce have provided resources for
businesses throughout the pandemic and
are now providing resources to support
reopening. Now is a great time to be a
member.
Heath Units - Your local Health Unit can be
very helpful at this time. They can provide
support for what is required to maintain
public safety and help with questionnaires

Enterprise Brant
330 West Street , Unit 10
519.752.4636
enterprisebrant.com
communications@enterprisebrant.com

Office hours: 8:30 to 4:30, M-F

EDUCATION
OXFORD LEARNING GOES VIRTUAL!

FINGERPRINT AND FACIAL
RECOGNITION

In order to use these features on your phone
you must set a passcode for the phone. This
passcode is not required to access the phone
unless your phone is powered off. We can
go months without turning off our phone
and this may make it difficult to remember
the passcode. When the phone is turned off
due to battery drain or a software update and
restarted you cannot use your fingerprint
or facial recognition until you have entered
the passcode. If you cannot remember the
passcode you may not be able to access your
phone without erasing all the information on
the phone.

It is hard to say how life will change in the longterm. How will business change? We can see
glimpses of how things will be indefinitely unless the
pandemic ends soon. When you go shopping you
can expect:

•

YOUR MOBILE LIFE
A lot of our life is on our smartphone. Pictures,
contact information, important notes, financial
and banking information, etc. The phone
manufacturers have added many security
measures to make it difficult for unauthorized
access to your phone. Two of the most
popular measures are fingerprint scan and
face recognition.

Finally, after months of working from home and
having businesses closed, we are starting to
emerge, and businesses are starting to open up.
There has been a lot of talk about “the new normal”
through this. What is the new normal going to be?

Discover how Virtual Table™ can help your
child keep learning!

STEVE & LORRAINE GARNHAM
both the phone and the recorded information
stolen at the same time.
If you do find yourself in the situation of being
locked out of your phone you may be able to
restore the phone from your icloud or google
account. To use this method it is imperative
to be backing up your phone to this account or
your information will be lost.
If you have any questions regarding the use
of the security features on your smart phone
contact us at CPR Cell Phone Repair Brantford
and we would be happy to answer them for
you.

Learning at home has recently become the new normal
for students, and adjusting to learning at home has not
necessarily been easy for students or parents.
Students are used to learning in a classroom, and can find
it challenging to make the switch to a learning mindset in a
home environment. Students may also find it more difficult
to stay focused and attentive with the online classroom, as
there is less one-on-one interaction. The online classroom
requires kids to take responsibility and find motivation for their
own learning which can be tricky, especially for students who
struggle academically.
Oxford Learning’s newest program, Virtual Table™, helps
students continue learning at home by offering live, interactive,
and individualized online tutoring.
Virtual Table™ online tutoring program uses screen sharing
technology which allows students to work face to face with
their Oxford Learning tutor using academic materials and
workbooks in the comfort of their own home. Oxford Learning
uses proprietary learning materials developed by our own
curriculum experts, and it’s sent directly to students ahead of
their scheduled class time. During their classes, students are
given instructions by their tutor, they complete worksheets,
and get learning feedback in real time.
Virtual Table™ is convenient and offers many benefits. With no
need to travel, students can go from lunch or playtime straight
into online tutoring. Classes can be done from the comfort of
your own home, cottage, or really anywhere with an internet
connection.

185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford
519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

Students love seeing familiar faces, connecting with teachers
and classmates online, and receiving learning encouragement.
There is no safer place than home right now during the
Covid-19 pandemic. Being able to adhere to social distancing
while learning is a major online tutoring benefit.

make up
the learning
losses from
this year and
get a head
start for next year. Our interactive online learning programs
help students keep their learning motivation in top shape.
Our summer programs ensure that students bridge the gap
between the losses experienced this school year and the
learning expectations for next school year.

TIFFANY BERE

Whether it’s math, reading, writing, or any school subject,
Oxford Learning programs are customized to match students
exact learning needs, helping to boost motivation and selfconfidence.
Get connected, and keep learning with Virtual Table™!
Contact us for more information!

All Ages. All Grades. All Subjects.

1084 Rest Acres Road
Paris, ON N3L 0B5
519.209.8099 oxfordlearning.com
paris@oxfordlearning.com

An Oxford Learning Summer Program can help your child

BSCENE IS PROUD TO OFFER ADVICE FROM LOCAL EXPERTS FOR ISSUES IMPORTANT TO YOU. THE ADVICE PROVIDED IS THAT OF THE PARTICIPANT AND IS NOT ENDORSED, NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OPINION OF BSCENE.
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TD SUMMER READING CLUB GOES ONLINE
CHRISTINE MACARTHUR
link brantlibrary.ca
facebook brantlibrary
twitter @brantlibrary
instagram brantcountypubliclibrary

Even though we can’t get together at the
Library this summer, patrons at the County
of Brant Public Library can still enjoy the
annual TD Summer Reading Club with their
families! Place holds online or by phone,
drop by during our curbside pickup hours to
grab your books – and start participating!
TD Summer Reading Club kicks off on June
26th at all County of Brant Public Library
branches.
Discovering adventure through reading
is what TD Summer Reading Club is all
about—so this summer why not travel to far

off lands and meet new people through the
magic of books? It’s fun and your kids will
get the added benefit of keeping their reading
and comprehension skills sharp, preventing
the dreaded “summer brain drain” that can
frustrate parents and teachers alike.
Kids and teens can track their reading by
picking up a Summer Reading Tracker during
one of our library branches’ curbside pickup
hours, or they can go virtual and register
online. Online readers can earn cool digital
badges, and as always, everyone who
completes 24 hours of reading will be able
to earn a free book prize at the end of the
summer! For full details and how to register
online, please visit the library’s website at
www.brantlibrary.ca/tdsrc
Happy reading, Brant!
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so much under one roof at OKB!
beautiful gluten free, no refined sugar desserts like
cheesecake, brownies and cookies.

ROXANNE GIRDLESTONE
link ourkitchenbrantford.ca
facebook OurKitchenBrantford
instagram ourkitchenbrantford
Our Kitchen Brantford is unique and the only shared
commercial facility in the area. We are a fully
equipped, fully certified commercial kitchen available
to small food businesses. We have dry storage and
fridge/freezer storage for members. We are open
24/7 so members can work at their convenience.
We have a varied group of members from chefs to
specialty food makers. Our Chefs do everything from
small, intimate gatherings to large banquets. They do
events offsite or here in our Events Kitchen. They also
prepare meals to-go that we carry In the Our Kitchen
Brantford Food Shop.
We have several bakers who make pies, tarts,
squares, cookies, fudge, chocolate and special
occasion cakes. Our bakers also do dessert trays for
any occasion and do their best to accommodate any
special requests. We also have a baker who makes

We also have many specialty food members. From
Hungarian cabbage rolls and kifli to Mexican foods
like burritos, chips and salsa. We have sweet fruit
jams in many unique flavour combinations to hot and
spicy pepper jellies. There are BBQ sauces and rubs
as well as dried soup mixes. One of our members
makes Brazilian cheese puffs. They are gluten free
with 4 cheeses and are sold frozen, ready to bake.
We have members who specialize in beverages. Dairy
free milks like almond & oat, beautiful loose-leaf teas
and roasted, ground coffee.  
We have different membership levels to suit your
needs. You can book as much or as little time to suit
your needs in the commercial kitchen. Our members
love the flexibility of booking the time that suits them.
One of the most unique aspects of Our Kitchen
Brantford is the collaboration between members.
Working together on events, the pairing of members
products to create something extra special, sharing
ideas and learning from the more experienced Chefs
who are happy to offer advice and tips. Plus we have
a Food Shop where the members are invited to offer
their products for sale. Meals to go, lunches, baked
goods and lots of food items perfect for gift giving. All
this under one roof! So come cook with us!

JULY 2020
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#HomeTogether brings hope and sparks courage for new adventures
LYNDA HENRIKSEN
link habitatbn.org
Facebook HabitatforHumanityBN
pinterest brantrestore

Today, as you read this, take a deep breath. We’re
moving through summer and the after effects of how the
coronavirus changed the way we see the world. Many
people right here in our own community were living with
housing instability and economic insecurity even prior to
the pandemic. But their plight is not always visible. For
local hard-working families living the realities of unsafe,
overcrowded or unaffordable living conditions, a constant
state of chaos can simply become the norm. Survival
mode day in and day out - but you don’t necessarily
recognize their dilemma from the outside looking in.
Habitat Brant-Norfolk’s newest partner family – Sharon,
Russ and teenage daughter, Krysten - sat down with me
recently to share their story. They were approved for
Habitat’s affordable homeownership program in 2018.
Their house is still slated for construction in the “Year of
Covid 2020”. Before applying to Habitat for a safe, decent
and affordable place to call home, they already sought
homeownership through a conventional mortgage with
a financial institution. Their story is not a straight line,
especially with the arrival of the pandemic.
Years were spent moving from one place to the next,
trying to access a safe home in good condition; enough
space so they didn’t feel like they were tripping over
each other; in a region they liked and with access to
consistent employment. Finally, they arrived in Brant-

Photo habitat.ca

Twitter @HabitatBN

Norfolk. Sharon and Russ found a small house to rent
not too far from work. The rent was steep, but they took
a chance. After a short time, they discovered deficiencies
with the house and their frustrations grew, knowing
their steep rent could be paying for a mortgage, while
building equity, and their future together. They applied
for a conventional mortgage through their local financial
institution. That’s when a good news bad news scenario
dealt a devastating blow. They qualified, but approval
was well below the amount needed to purchase a decent
and safe home in Brant-Norfolk’s market. Despite their
steady income and employment, owning a home of their
own appeared to be out of reach.
Several months later, things changed. “It started out on
a whim,” says Sharon, “and to our surprise it is going to
end with us owning our own new home.” Sharon saw a
Habitat Home Information Session advertised in the local
paper. Russ recalls being a bit reluctant, “I remember it
feeling like a spur of the moment decision to go because
we didn’t know what to expect and we’d already been
through a lot of disappointment.”
Today, the family is eager and anxious to see
construction begin. “We know it’s going to happen but
it’s really hard right now to not know when it’s going to
happen,” says Russ. “So we just keep doing our best to
be patient and positive,” adds Sharon. “We understand
with the pandemic and the need to fundraise, everyone at
Habitat is doing the best they can.”
To be eligible, families must be in core housing need;
able to pay an affordable mortgage based on household
income; and agree to partner with Habitat to complete
500 Volunteer hours before their date of occupancy.
Sharon, Russ and Krysten have been one of the most
enthusiastic families Habitat Brant-Norfolk has ever
worked with as they completed their volunteer hours in
record time! Sharon jumped in to help with fundraising,
selling lottery calendars and securing gifts and prizes
from local small businesses, while also volunteering
at the Simcoe ReStore. Russ and Krysten also
volunteered. Their time at ReStore has become much
more meaningful than simply checking a box on their
agreement.
When we first met Krysten, she was exceedingly shy. In
her own words she writes:
“When the time came to start volunteering at the

Simcoe ReStore…I was scared. I didn’t know the place,
the people, or anything about their products. It was a
volunteer job that I knew I had to do… A few months
into my time there, I started liking the place, more and
more. I was becoming comfortable with the staff and
volunteers. I was becoming more comfortable, with
being myself.”
Sharon concurs with a chuckle, “Krysten definitely came
out of her shell through her time at the ReStore.” In
fact, a significant friendship developed. One that you
can witness for yourself in a Facebook video on our
page - as Krysten “proposes” to her new found friend
Colton, asking him to become her “broheim”. A term she
affectionately uses to describe someone between a friend
and a brother.
Now, what the family looks forward to most is helping to
physically build their house and they each have their own
special hopes for what their new home will bring. They
all agree the freedom of choice for Krysten to decorate
her own bedroom will bring them joy. Sharon’s looking
forward to more space as a family, being able to open the
windows and having a backyard. Russ can’t wait for each
of them to feel that undeniable sense of pride of owning
their own home and he’s looking forward to a backyard
with shade, a functional basement and a much quieter
experience. He’s tired of the sounds of roaring cars down
a busy main street and sirens in the middle of the night.
The excitement from all three of them is palpable as
they talk over top of each other rhyming off all the ways
they imagine their lives will be better in their new home.
The glimmer of hope that a new home brings, has also
sparked new dreams. Both Russ and Krysten talk about
exploring new opportunities with inspiration and a newly
found sense of adventure and courage.
With 1.7 million Canadians living in core housing need,
it can be overwhelming just thinking about the issues
we’ve seen rise up in today’s world and wondering how
you, one individual could possibly make a difference in
the scope of a national and local housing crisis. The
good news is, you can! You can help local families
build strength, stability and self-reliance through our
#HomeTogether Fund. One family at a time, one home at
a time, we help families like Sharon, Russ and Krysten to
lay the foundation (literally!) for a new beginning through
affordable homeownership. Take a deep breath – and
join us today. Visit www.habitatbn.org
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#BRANTastic
Photos
Staying positive in our amazing community!

Josh Rawlinson

Janice Daniher

Tamara Cudek

Submitted photo

Karen Bradish

Brittany Lee

Vic Ster

Wade Wayne

Sharon Moss

Myra Lange
THE PIRASOL FAMILY - CANADA DAY 2019

Sponsored by

BRANTFORD'S AMAZING DEADPOOL

Tamara Cudek

JULY 2020
Wee Watch Brantford
CANADA DAY 2019
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For all your
Accounting and
Taxation needs.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Karen Bradish
Myra Lange
MR & MRS PIRASOL - CANADA DAY 2019

Assurance & Accounting
Business Valuation
Estate Planning
Financial Planning
Information Technology
Succession Planning
Taxation

519 759 3511

www.millards.com
●
●
●
●

Voice Over Services
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

Nancy Hurley

Stephanie Moyer

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com
yvonne@roundtablepr.com

Sharon Moss

Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

86 Dalhousie St. Brantford
519-304-7090
ninenorth.ca@gmail.com
www.ninenorth.ca





4000 hous
es in
15 years a
nd countin

g!

HOME INSPECTIONS • NEW HOME WARRANTY
INFRARED • WETT CERTIFIED • RADON INSPECTIONS

519.754.6789

CherryHomeInspections.ca
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Be seen with

BSCENE

A LOOK BACK AT 2019 THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

CANADA DAY 2019
July 1, 2019 • Lions Park, Brantford & fireworks in St. George • D Jason Freeze

INTERNATIONAL VILLAGES FESTIVAL
2019
July 3 to 6, 2019 • various locations, Brantford
Jason Freeze

D

Happy Canada Day!

Experienced in Safe
& Healthy Childcare.
Before & Now
As a licensed home childcare Agency,
Wee Watch has always adhered to the required
standards for health and safety in our care homes.
The safety and well being of children and providers
is our ﬁrst priority, that is why we exceed many
requirements and have added additional protocols
during the pandemic. Call us for details.

Brantford: 519-758-2703
weewatch.com    

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

Canada
HAPPY
DAY

Phil McColeman MP
BRANTFORD—BRANT

Burgers & Fries | Wings | Poutine | Wraps

PHIL.MCCOLEMAN@PARL.GC.CA
PHILMCCOLEMANMP.CA • 519-754-4300

PitaPlus
Plus
Pita
Shawarma
Shawarma

Goo’s Delivers

Obsession
Hair Salon

Downtown, Yours to

Crazy Bill’s
Convenience

Support.

Sunset Grill

R&G Beauty
Forever inc.
DOWNTOWNBRANTFORD.CA
@DOWNTOWNBRANTFORD
#MYDOWNTOWN
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JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz
facebook @jjackowetz
Harrisburg Public School.

HARRISBURG
In my last column I outlined the
history of St. George. I will now turn
my attention to Harrisburg, a village
with tremendous potential when the
railway first passed through; but that
potential was never realised.
Harrisburg began as a branch line
junction to Galt from the Great
Western Railway’s mainline. When
the Great Western Railway was
planning its route between Hamilton
and London in the early 1850s,
Brantford did not offer the railway a
bonus, assuming the railway would
naturally go through it. Galt offered
the railway £25,000 which pulled the
railway north of Brantford.
The site was first referred to as Galt
Branch Junction. In the summer
of 1854, the railway opened a
station at the site and called it
Fairchild’s Creek Station. The locals
preferred a name that would honour
local families and called the site
Vroomenia and then Carstairs. For a
time, the station was called Village
of Dumfries because the site was
located in South Dumfries Township.
Finally, the railway named the
station Harrisburg, after company
president Robert W. Harris. The
station was a train inspection and
service point on the railway so all
trains passing through Harrisburg
stopped for inspection.
Harrisburg was laid out by Admiral
Nelson Vrooman in 1853 and
surveyed by James Pullock. The first
store was opened by Adam Condy in
1852 when the village was largely
just a railway camp. The store went
through a succession of operators
and owners until it closed in 1929
which suggests that the store was
never a prosperous business. The

Source: County of Brant Public Library,
Rod Anstee Personal Collection.

building became a residence until it
burned to the ground in June 1947.
Adam Misner opened the first hotel
in 1852. At that time, the settlement
was called Vroomenia. This hotel
was run by various operators until
it finally closed in 1883. The hotel
was located on the east side of Main
Street about seventy-five feet north
of the railway tracks. The building
was torn down in 1886.

the business and ran it until 1976.
The building is still standing today
and is used as a private residence.
It is on the west side of Main Street
just south of the old railway rightof-way.
The post office opened in 1853 under
Postmaster Alexander Dunbar. The
post office closed after World War
II when Harrisburg became a rural
route of Paris.

Other hotels would
operate in Harrisburg.
Peter Wood built Our
House, later known as the
Pan American Hotel in
1855. It was located just
north of the rail line on the
east side of Main Street.
The hotel operated until
1910. The diversion of the
trains to Brantford in 1905
had a profound impact
on the hotel industry in
Harrisburg. The hotel was
converted into apartments
in 1912 and destroyed by a
fire in August 1913. Jacob
and Mary Bowman built
the Bowman Hotel across
the street from the train
station on the south side
of the railway line in 1857.
This hotel was operated
by a number of operators
until it closed in 1899. A
Canadian National Railways passenger train schedule 26-October-1958.
month after shuttering,
the hotel was consumed by
The Merchants Bank of Canada
a fire. The Cherry Hotel was built by
operated a branch in Harrisburg
Richard and Annie Cherry in 1901. It
between May 1919 and March 1921.
operated as a hotel until 1907 when
When it closed, the accounts were
the bar room was converted into
transferred to the St. George branch.
a general store because rail traffic
The Bank of Montreal acquired the
was down significantly. In 1952,
bank in 1922.
Alfred and Coral Norman took over

The Great Western Railway
extended to Guelph in 1857, and
via the Wellington, Grey & Bruce
Railway to Southampton in 1872
and Kincardine in 1874. In addition,
a branch line to Brantford, the
Harrisburg & Brantford Railway,
opened on 23-November-1871,
finally giving Brantford a direct
connection with the Great Western
Railway mainline with coordinated
schedules. Even though
Brantford was connected
to the Great Western
at Paris Junction, the
arch-rival Grand Trunk
Railway, which had taken
over the Buffalo & Lake
Huron Railway, was
rarely on good terms
with the Great Western
so the interchange of
traffic was always in
doubt. A Great Western
owned connection
would eliminate this
uncertainty.
The production and
produce from six
counties funneled
through Harrisburg. All
this rail traffic made
Harrisburg a very busy
place. The glory years of
the railway at Harrisburg
lasted from 1871 to 1905
when Harrisburg was
a major junction and
interchange on the Great Western
Railway.
In October 1905, the mainline of the
Great Western Railway was diverted
through Brantford. Double tracking
of the mainline was completed in
1907, to handle the increasing traffic.
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(above) Harrisburg Station all decked out for a royal visit on 14-October-1901. This is the large first station built before it

was destroyed by fire in 1907. Sadly the train did not stop nor did the King and Queen make an appearance on the platform
of their car. (Source: South Dumfries Historical Society.)

(below) Harrisburg Station Built by the Grand Trunk Railway in 1907, this was Harrisburg’s second station. A smaller

station was constructed because mainline passenger trains were being diverted through Brantford after 1905. The image
shows the Main Street bridge that crossed the busy railway tracks. The tracks in the foreground is the Galt branch line. The
station closed in 1959 and was demolished in 1963. (Source: Brant Historical Society.)

The line through Harrisburg did not
get double tracked, hence more
freight trains were diverted through
Brantford. On 6-December-1907,
Harrisburg Station burned to the
ground. A new smaller station
opened in March 1908.
Brantford bound passengers surely
did not miss passing through
Harrisburg. It was a gloomy station,
poorly illuminated, with no platform
lighting. The wait for the mainline
train seemed never ending.
Through traffic to Paris was rapidly

diminishing but traffic on the Galt
line remained strong. Passenger
service between Harrisburg and
Brantford officially ended on
31-July-1924 and the line was
abandoned in July 1927. Freight
traffic through Harrisburg to Paris
also ended in 1927. The rail line from
St. George to Paris was abandoned
in 1935. Passenger service to
Harrisburg and St. George was
reduced to one train a day in the
fall of 1929 from four only a few
years earlier. The passenger train
ran between Hamilton and Owen

Village of Harrisburg plan, prepared by James Pullock, June 1856. (Source: Land Registry Office, Brantford.)
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Canadian Wesleyan Methodist
Sound, backing up from Harrisburg
New Connexion Church was built
to service St. George Station.
to serve the spiritual needs of the
Passenger service to Harrisburg
community. The church seated 250.
and St. George ended on 20-JuneBy 1892, a larger church was needed
1959 when trains 173 and 174 made
so the first church was demolished
their final stop. The trains pulled
and a new church was built on
a Railway Post Office (RPO) car,
the same site. The new church
baggage car, express car, and one or
opened in January 1893. Declining
two coaches. The RPO was replaced
church attendance after WWII and
by trucks carrying the mail. The line
a decreasing village population led
to St. George was abandoned in
to the closure of the church in the
1962. The station was demolished
summer of 1961. The building sat
in 1963. The last train on the rails
idle until it was demolished in 1976.
between Galt and Lynden Junction
was in the fall of
1978; the line was
abandoned in 1986
and the tracks
were removed in
1987. The Main
Street bridge over
the former rail
line in Harrisburg
was removed
in 1988 and the
Norman’s store. Alfred and Coral Norman ran this general store on Main Street from
cut was filled
1952 until 1976. Alfred’s Edsel is parked out front. (Source: South Dumfries Historical Society.)
in. Harrisburg’s
railway activity
School
lasted for 125 years. Today you
The first school in the village, a
would be hard pressed to find any
frame building, opened in 1855. A
evidence of a once thriving railway
larger brick school was completed
junction.
in September 1875 and the frame
Brickworks
school was abandoned. An addition
doubled the size of the school
Three small brickworks operated in
in 1953. In 1961, the province
Harrisburg for a number of decades.
reorganised school funding, which
Brick making in the area began
led to the closing of small rural
in 1856 by both Hugh Sinclair and
schools throughout the province.
William Todd. Sinclair’s business
The Harrisburg school closed in June
did not last past 1858. Wood’s
1961.
brickworks continued to operate
under a number of different hands
Quiet Village
until 1916 when the labour supply
Harrisburg never developed beyond
dried up with men either enlisting
a small village. There are a number
to fight in the war or working in
of reasons for this. The Junction
war industries. Franklin Durham’s
was the creation of the railway
brickyard operated from 1887 until
and not an established place,
1895 when Durham died in a tragic
as a consequence no economic
accident.
activity was taking place at this
Church
location. The early businesses were
established to service the railway
In the summer of 1859, a red bricked
and railway passengers,
no manufacturing was
established because of
the small population
base. Brickyards were
established because of
the natural source of clay
in the area. There was no
community leader with
money that was able to
entice and help finance
economic diversification.
In addition, water was in
short supply in the vicinity.
The population today is
Village of Harrisburg 2020. The 1856 plan shows a much larger village about 250.
than ever developed. The old railway rights-of-way are shown on this
map in grey. (Source: Google Maps.)

18

Entertainment & Community Guide

PROTECT YOURSELF

AVOID

AVOID

COVER

close contact with
people who are sick.

touching your eyes,
nose and mouth.

your cough or sneeze
with a tissue, then throw
the tissue in the trash.

CLEAN

WASH

STAY HOME

and disinfect
frequently touched
objects and surfaces.

your hands often with
soap and water for
at least 20 seconds.

when you are sick.

See page 4 for Resources and Information

