BRANTFORD | BRANT
SIX NATIONS

COVID-19

RESOURCES
& INFORMATION

PAGE 4

L IVE MUSI C
EVE RY F RI DAY
A N D SATU RDAY

ALL ROADS
LEAD HERE
190 King George Road
Brantford, Ontario
(519) 304-7625

Wee Watch celebrating
more than 30 years in
Brantford-Brant
STORY PAGE 3

Endless
online learning
& entertainment
options

Backpack Program Part of Costa Rican Trek
that Results in 33 Medals Won

FREE

APRIL 2020

2

Entertainment & Community Guide

BE SEEN WITH
BSCENE
INSthisIDissue
E
3

Covid-19 Resources and Information

4

Paris & District Chamber of Commerce

4

BSCENE Editorial

5

Our Kitchen Brantford

6

Brantford Music Club

6

BSCENE Music Scene

7

Your Neighbourhood Experts

8-9

Why Not Youth Centre

10

County of Brant Public Library

11

Line Dancing for Our Community

12

Habitat for Humanity

13

Be Seen with BSCENE

14

#BRANTastic Photos

15

A LOOK BACK - Township of
Onondaga

16 - 17

BSCENE AROUND
TOWN IN MARCH

As a community paper and forum for sharing
thoughts and experiences, the views expressed
in the magazine are not necessarily those of the
Publisher, Editor, other contributors, advertisers
or distributors unless otherwise stated.
BScene is wholly owned and published by Jason
Freeze. All content © 2020 and all rights to
distribution are reserved by BScene.
ADVERTISING
BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500
drop locations throughout Brantford, Brant and
Six Nations each month. BScene also publishes
unique online content throughout each month
as well as providing the Best Event Guide in the
community. We have an engaged and dedicated
readership who are invested in experiencing what
our community has to offer.
For advertising inquiries, please contact:
Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 jason@bscene.ca

The BSCENE Team
OWNER, PUBLISHER
Jason Freeze (jason@bscene.ca)
DESIGNER
Josef Stevens (madebyacme.com)

Congratulations to the team at D&D United Martial Arts for all their awards during their
Martial Arts Championship again this year!

BSCENE’s RECYCLING PROGRAM
The BSCENE paper stays local and supports local endeavours as much as possible.
Our publication was printed locally at Ricter Web Printer for years. After its closing,
we chose McLaren Press Graphics in Gravenhurst, a family owned business.
From there, we distribute locally to many businesses and organizations within our
grand community. Then at the end of the month, we’ll collect any left over papers
for recycling. These papers are recycled through a special fundraising program
A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce

BScene is a local Entertainment & Community
Guide, showcasing the #BRANTastic features of
Brantford, Brant and Six Nations through engaging
content and with the Best Event Guide in our
community.
BScene is distributed free, every month through
key community partners throughout Brantford,
Brant and Six Nations. BScene has a local network
of over 500 distribution points including local
advertisers, retail outlets, dining establishments,
and community centres. For a complete list,
please visit bscene.ca

Submitted photo.

Wee Watch Celebrates More Than 30
Years in Brantford-Brant

APR 2020 Vol. 6, Edition 7

with Sydenham-Heritage United Church and Hartmanns Canada. Hartmann’s
is a local egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale that turns the papers into
egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store. The money raised through this
fundraising program gets sent back to Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used
in their Green programs for sustainable upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting
local whenever we can.

LEAD REPORTER
Yvonne Van De Wiele-Cooper
COLUMNISTS
Heidi Hopf
Jack Jackowetz
PHOTOGRAPHERS
Jason Freeze
EVENT GUIDE COORDINATOR /
GRAPHIC DESIGN
Edith Freeze (events@bscene.ca)
DELIVERIES
Bruce Freeze
Bruce Hall
EVENT GUIDE LISTING
events@bscene.ca
COVER
Wee Watch supplied photos
COVID-19 stock photo

Largest Selection of High Quality Eyewear

Brantford’s ONLY
Same Day Service

10 King George Road
Home Hardware Plaza
Brantford
519-752-5456
www.optichouse.ca

A Family Run
&
Locally Owned Business
for Over 25 Years

Mon. - Wed. 9 - 6 | Thurs. 9 - 8 | Fri. 9 - 6 | Sat. 9:30 - 2

at Reasonable Prices

APRIL 2020

facebook twitter instagram

3

Wee Watch celebrating more than 30 years in Brantford-Brant
Agency offers quality child care &
home business opportunity

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

email yvonne@roundtablepr.com
🔗 roundtablepr.com

learning happen?” guideline. Education materials and support
are available through the Ontario EarlyON Centre and the
library. Wee Watch is licensed through the Ministry of Education
and they must meet and or exceed regulations as set out in the
Childcare and Early Years Act.
Providers are extensively screened before being hired on as a
subcontractor. Criminal record checks, personal and business

That was in 2005. Today, she works with a team of four

references, medical record checks, site safety checks as well as
an evacuation plan are among the requirements. There are also
unscheduled monthly home inspections. Programming also
includes outdoor play, nutritious meals following Canada’s food
guide and fun games.

registered early childhood educators, who help support the 50
contracted providers throughout Brantford-Brant.
When the Covid-19 pandemic took hold, the province deemed
licensed home daycares an essential service for those required
to work, including people like first responders. “This is the most
critical time of my life right now,” said Pappert.
With many questioning why licensed home child care was
remaining open, Pappert stressed they are performing “due
diligence.” “Our standards, our cautions, our providers have
very strict guidelines as to who can attend their daycares and
we are available to our community,” she said. As providers are
independent contractors, they are not mandated to stay open
and can choose if they want to close.

The Ministry of Education supports licensed home child care
financially, allowing them to reduce fees to parents while
increasing provider fees and recruiting new providers.
Shilani Joseph was a full-time working mom when she placed
her year-old son in daycare in 2004. Then she had a second son.
“That’s when I decided I wanted to stay home and be with my
boys, so I can be there for them as they grow up,” she said. She
says they couldn’t afford to have two children in daycare and
opening a Wee Watch business, was the best choice financially.
Submitted photo

Submitted photo

As more people move into the community, the more the
demand for childcare grows. Pappert says it’s an opportunity
for parents who want to stay home with their own children,
provide a valuable service to the community, while having their
own business.

A stay at home mom in Markham, Ontario, created the first
Wee Watch home child care business back in 1984. It’s based on
the simple premise that home child care, offering flexibility and
personal attention, is the most appropriate form of child care
for infants and children up to 12 years of age.
It offers licensed child care for no more than six children in
a private home during the day, evening, weekends or even
overnight. Some providers are also willing to care for special
needs children and support is provided from Lansdowne
Children Centre in Brantford.
A typical day incorporates a set program from the “How does

The program takes into account the children’s individual
interests and incorporates the season. “If they want to colour
they can colour, if they want to do something with sticks and
leaves, they can do that, or whatever they want to do,” she said.
Today Shilani has four boys ages 16, 12, eight and four.
Ashley Komadoski is certified to teach kindergarten through

Specializing in All your BBQ needs!

403 Fairview Dr.



519-752-3151



Photo: Jason Freeze

With a background in business administration she was
eventually asked to join the board of directors. Pappert believed
in the concept of quality, home child care so much that, when
the agency went up for sale, she welcomed the opportunity.

Submitted photo

When Luisa Pappert was a young working mom in Brantford
seeking child care, a friend told her about Wee Watch, a
licensed home child care option.

grade six, but was unable to land a full-time teaching position.
She was also working full-time in retail “but not fulfilled,” she
said.
Komadoski says Wee Watch was an ideal alternative,
allowing her to raise her 17-month-old son at home. “It’s
been wonderful,” she said. There are perks including, back-up
through other providers, should she need to take time off.
It also allows her to use her teaching background and prepare
kids for kindergarten. “We get to work on number recognition,
we practice our alphabet and counting backwards and forward,”
she said. Komadoski’s group also enjoyed a “pot o’ gold” hunt
on St. Patrick’s Day and there is time spent outside every day.
Komadoski says she’s very happy with Wee Watch which allows
her to “be her own boss, while receiving a lot of support.”
Christine Marsh has been a Wee Watch provider for 27 years.
Like many, it began when her daughter (now 28) was born
and she didn’t want to leave her with anyone else. “I needed
an income to be honest and I grew to absolutely love it,” she
said. Marsh says the most rewarding part of the work has been
seeing all the different levels of growth.
Education is incorporated into everyday activities as fun. “If I
happen to throw in a load of laundry the night before, I’ll have
them match the socks up by colour, by shape and I try to
incorporate something educational into everything I do,” she
said.
For more information on becoming a provider or for registering
your child for Wee Watch child care, check out weewatch.com/
brantford.

www.strodes.ca
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A PUBLIC SERVICE FROM BSCENE
For updates regarding the County of
Brant’s programs and services, please
visit:
link www.brant.ca/COVID-19
--

For updates regarding the City of
Brantford’s programs and services,
please visit:
link brantford.ca/Covid-19

The County of Brant Launches Brant Cares
Submitted Media Release
The County of Brant has launched a webpage
called Brant Cares (www.brant.ca/BrantCares)
which offers a variety of community resources
and services available to people during this
challenging time.
“This is what our community is all about,” said
Mayor David Bailey. “In our community, we
take care of each other. The people who offer a
variety of services and supports are innovative,
nimble and are responding to a variety of
community needs.”
The Brant Cares webpage offers the community
a ‘one-stop-spot’ to find a variety of community
resources, businesses and services. This
webpage highlights a number of businesses
and community services that have changed
their regular practice to meet the needs of
the community during the COVID-19 health
emergency.

City’s Economic Development Office
Launches Local Business Support Campaign
Submitted Media Release
The COVID-19 pandemic poses unprecedented
challenges to various aspects of our everyday
lives and to the many businesses that serve as
the backbone to our local economy. Disruptions
to global supply chains, decreasing demand
for products and worker unavailability as a
result of sustained social distancing are, for the
foreseeable future, the new reality for business
operations.
In response to these needs, the City of
Brantford’s Economic Development and Tourism
Department has initiated several immediate
actions to support businesses, including:

1) COVID-19 Business Supports and Resources
Webpage that is updated regularly and provides
key information from all levels of government,
stakeholder organizations and access to
informative online webinar sessions.
2) COVID-19 Local Business Impact Survey
that will be utilized to understand the current
challenges facing business and direct solutions
required in the immediate to long-term from all
levels of government.
3) Actively participating and providing support
to the Brantford Brant Regional Economic
Development Business Support Group in
partnership with the Chamber of Commerce
Brantford-Brant, The Paris & District Chamber
of Commerce, County of Brant Economic
Development Department and Brantford-Brant
Business Resource Enterprise Centre.
Examples include SC Johnson, Ferrero Canada,
Apotex Pharmachem, Antler Services, and
Enbridge Gas, with many more reaching out to
help as the situation continues to unfold. Several
manufacturers are also looking at retooling their
current operations to meet demand for supplies
in greatest need.
For more information, please visit: www.
advantagebrantford.ca

City of Brantford and Community Partners
Launch “Brantford Neighbours Helping
Neighbours” Campaign
Submitted Media Release
In uncertain times, we know that community
supports are more important than ever. To build
on the supportive community “caremongering”
movement that is sweeping across Canada
during this difficult time, the City of Brantford is
working diligently with our community partners
to ensure that residents have access to the most
updated information on available resources
and services, and ways to connect with their
neighbours if they require support or want to
assist those in need.
The Brantford Neighbours helping Neighbours
Campaign achieves 4 key objectives:
1) Sharing available resources
The City has developed an inventory of services
and resources relating to meal programs,
food services, specialized grocery stores
and pharmacy hours and services dedicated
to seniors and vulnerable community
members. Learn more at brantford.ca/
NeighboursHelpingNeighbours.

As the community works together to ensure
that food is available to those in need, the City
encourages food retailers and social service
agencies to use foodrescue.ca, a free website
that connects businesses that have surplus
food directly to local organizations that support
individuals in the community.
Food businesses including: retail outlets,
restaurants, bakeries, coffee houses, caterers,
hotels, prepared food producers, distributors,
and growers can use this system to donate
surplus food.
Any registered charity or non-profit organization
including: meal programs, after school
programs, drop in centres, student nutrition
programs, food banks, shelters and community
services can register as a “food rescuer” to
receive donations. Organizations can claim any
donations that interest them.
Additionally, various community agencies
continue to accept monetary donations,
including the Red Cross, Brantford Food Bank
and Brant United Way. Residents can access
a list of organizations in need of monetary
donations, food, and supplies at brantford.ca/
NeighboursHelpingNeighbours
3) Neighbourhood Associations helping
Neighbours
The City recognizes that residents want to offer
support to their neighbours. Individuals who
are able to provide support are encouraged
to connect with their local Neighbourhood
Association (NA) through the NA Facebook
pages. Neighbourhood Associations are utilizing
their Facebook pages to connect volunteers with
those in need. Find a list of local Neighbourhood
Association Facebook pages at brantford.ca/
NeighboursHelpingNeighbours
4) Connecting Volunteers to those in need
Recognizing the interest of volunteers looking
for opportunities to support the community,
the Brantford Regional Association of Volunteer
Administrators (BRAVA) also encourages
the use of the GIGIT Volunteer Marketplace
as an ideal place for agencies to post current
volunteer needs, and where volunteers can
view opportunities and apply directly to current
postings.
To learn more about how you can get
involved, please visit brantford.ca/
NeighboursHelpingNeighbours.

County of Brant has Launched a COVID-19
Economic Response Webpage
Submitted Media Release
The County of Brant has launched a new
webpage named Brant Works Together (www.
brant.ca/BrantWorksTogether) to support
local businesses through the evolving health
emergency of COVID-19.
“Local businesses are facing many challenges
as we combat COVID-19 together,” said Russell
Press, Director of Economic Development and
Tourism for the County of Brant. “We want

our business community to know that we are
here to support you. It is incredible to see local
businesses stepping up to help the community
and each other. You are a testament to Brant’s
character.”
The County of Brant’s webpage offers a number
of resources for the business community
including:
•

Celebrating local businesses who are
giving back to the community

•

#ShopLocalBrant opportunities
(online, delivery, pick up etc.)

•

News specific for businesses

•

A number of business and financial
resources

•

Development Service business
continuity

•

Brant County Health Unit - Health
Updates

Service Modifications at Brantford Food
Bank COVID-19 UPDATE
Submitted Media Release
Brantford Food Bank Services at 1100 Clarence
St. will be closed each Monday beginning
Monday, March 30, 2020. This closure will
assist the Food Bank to prepare for service,
including cleaning, sorting food donations, and
preparation of food kits for the rest of the week.
Service will be open from Tuesday – Friday.
The Food Bank continues to modify intake and
food distribution processes to ensure social
distancing and good hygiene practices. The Food
Bank intake office and waiting area are open to
one person at a time and food pickups at the
Brantford Food Bank will be provided outside
the food bank entrance. Individuals needing our
emergency service are encouraged to dress
accordingly. Beginning April 1st, Food Bank
Services will be provided by appointment only.
Anyone anticipating needing service at that time
is encouraged to call 519-751-4357 ext. 225.
In-person services at our Community
Employment Office at 230 Shellard Lane
continue to be suspended until further notice.
Service is being maintained through telephone
and email services. Please contact our office
at 519-751-4357 ext. 312, or email ahameed@
crs-help.ca if you need employment assistance.
We can be reached Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m.
– 4;30 pm.
The Brantford Food Bank continues to see a
decrease in food donations. The organization
encourages donors to make food donations at
their local grocery stores whenever possible, or
to make financial contributions online at www.
BrantfordFoodBank.ca.

For more information about novel coronavirus
(COVID-19) please visit:
https://www.bchu.org/ServicesWeProvide/
InfectiousDiseases/Pages/coronavirus.aspx

THE PARIS & DISTRICT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE has taken great steps to ensure our members
and our communities are up to date with all the COVID-19 directives. Please visit our Facebook page
(parisanddistrictchamberofcommerce) for all the most current information and to ask any questions you
may have.

SUPPORTING OUR MEMBERS & COMMUNITIES IS OUR #1 PRIORITY
info@pariscoc.ca

Instagram Paris & District Chamber
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Disruption, Fear and a Glimmer of Hope
out to you, we can still showcase our community and our positive stories with you, online. We’ve had
to change things up quite a bit and you’re see that as you read along. But I hope we can still brighten
your day and keep you informed about our local community.
On a personal note, it’s been tough to see the business that you’ve created and nurtured for over five
years suddenly take a dive within weeks or days. And I’m sure this sentiment has been felt around our
business community and throughout the world as well.
It’s been a tough month for us all, and unfortunately, it’s going to continue to be so for the next while.
But we can get through this. Even though we’re physically separated, we can still work together. We
can still support each other through other means. We can, and we will adapt. And we will overcome
this situation.

JASON FREEZE

twitter @Jason Freeze
facebook jason.freeze
🔗 BScene.ca

So over the next few months, lets all try to stay positive. Lets all look toward that glimmer of hope.
And lets all be supportive with each other no matter our challenges.

Writing this article has been rather difficult this month. I’ve been sitting here trying to think of what to
say and how to say it. We’ve all been overwhelmed by this virus situation and pretty much everything
has been disrupted along the way. Our emotions are running high, we’re scared, we’re uncertain, and
we’re not sure what’s going to happen in the end.
While as humans, we never really know what’s to come in the future, times like these certainly
heightens the threat and ensnares us with fear. We’ve all seen this fear and uncertainty spread
throughout our society, community and inevitably ourselves. At the best, our daily lives feel like
they’ve been thrown into chaos. But there are others out there without jobs, without food security, and
without many other necessities. And worse yet, the people (and their loved ones) who actually have
and are dealing with the outcomes of this disease.
Times are certainly not normal, and things certainly look bleak. And sadly, there won’t be an
“overnight fix” either. We’re in this for the long haul, which just makes us feel worse. But with
everything going on, it’s important that we see the light. We need to take a deep breath and refocus.
We need to stay strong and steadfast with our countermeasures. And we need to try and look toward
the positive.

During these difficult times, we can all support each other by washing our hands, staying home as
much as possible, helping others when we can, giving our neighbours and loved ones a call to check
in on them, by physically distancing ourselves when we are out, and also by keeping our planet and
environment healthy. Please stay up to date with the latest protocols and actions and please adhere
to them. For more information, please visit the local links provided on Page 4. If you are experiencing
any challenges, please reach out. There are people and organizations there to help.
You can stay up to date with BScene by visiting our website at www.bscene.ca. All of our Editions of
the paper can be viewed online using our “Issue Archive” tab. We are still accepting and showcasing
local events on our Online Event Guide. Many people are hosting online events, and we are happy to
keep showcasing these with our community! For those of you looking to get your paper directly to
your inbox, you can sign up to our new email newsletter at www.bscene.ca/subscribe. And you can
always stay in touch day to day on our Facebook Page @BScenePaper and our other social media
accounts.
Last and certainly not least, we all need to thank the front-line workers who are out helping to
support us all. Thank you for your support and continued efforts in these uncertain times.

One of the best things about us, as humans, is our adaptability. However much we might dislike
change, or however scared we are now, we can adapt, and persevere.

Stay Healthy and Stay #BRANTastic

As such, our paper has had to adapt to these new realities. While we can no longer deliver our papers

Jason – Owner of BScene

Laurier donates personal protective equipment to frontline healthcare workers
Doctors, nurses, pharmacists and other health
care professionals are at the front line in the
fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. Every
day, multiple times a day, they rely on personal
protective equipment, such as close-fitting face
masks and disposable gloves, to help contain the
spread of the coronavirus, and are anticipating
shortages in the coming weeks and months.
They’re asking businesses and organizations, such
as veterinary and dental clinics, as well as any
Canadians who have their own supplies, to donate
unused equipment.
In response to this pressing need, Wilfrid Laurier
University has collected thousands of pieces of
personal protective equipment from faculties

and offices in all of our locations. These supplies
will be sent to Grand River Hospital and the Brant
Community Healthcare System to be distributed to
local hospitals and clinics according to the highest
need.
In total, the university is donating nearly 12,000
N95 masks, 38,500 disposable gloves and 200
isolation gowns, along with surgical masks, plastic
visors, goggles, hand sanitizer and test kits.
The supplies were donated by Laurier’s Student
Wellness Centres, the department of Safety,
Health, Environment and Risk Management and
labs within the Faculty of Science and the Faculty of
Human and Social Sciences.

Left: Geoff Schwarz, manager of Environmental Health and Safety at Laurier, loads a
truck with donations of personal protective equipment. (Submitted photo.)
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NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Event Kitchen Rental Available

●
●
●
●
●

Shared Commercial Kitchen
Open 24/7 for Members
Expand your Food Business
Event Kitchen available
Food Shop
- fresh & frozen meals to go
- soups, sandwiches
& specialty items
● Monthly Night Markets

20 Roy Blvd. Unit 34 Brantford
 www.OurKitchenBrantford.ca
 519.757.6527

WELCOME TO SPRING!
ROXANNE GIRDLESTONE
link ourkitchenbrantford.ca
facebook OurKitchenBrantford
instagram ourkitchenbrantford

Welcome to Spring! I think we all look forward to
Spring but it’s been a rough start with Covid-19
and how it has affected each and every one of us.
Life is not normal right now but we are in this
together.
Food is what we do here at Our Kitchen
Brantford. So, we will carry on doing what we do
best! We are offering Meals to Go with pickup at
20 Roy Blvd. Unit 34 or delivery within Brantford
with a minimum order. We will have soups,
lasagna, Shepherd’s Pie, jams & jellies, baked
goods plus more. Until life returns to normal,
we have shortened our business hours. We are
open Monday-Friday 3-6 pm and we will be open
Saturday from 12-3 pm.

There is no better time to start your small food
business at Our Kitchen Brantford! We have a ½
price membership for the month of March.
With all the uncertainty of Covid-19, we have
extended the ½ price special into April. We
have partnered with an insurance company that
offers liability insurance with monthly payments
for our members. We still have room in the
commercial kitchen for anyone looking to start
a small food business. We have ovens, stovetop,
grill, mixer, proofer, dry storage and fridge/
freezer storage and ample workspace. Stop in
for a tour and we will do our best to answer any
questions.
We will reschedule the cooking classes
and workshops-watch our Facebook page
or check our website for full info. www.
ourkitchenbrantford.ca
Our Events Kitchen is available to rent evenings
and weekends. You can teach your own cooking
class, host a workshop, party or dinner. You can
supply your own food or one of our caterers can
provide the food for your event. We have a lovely
space for a spring or summer baby or bridal
shower.
Come in and check us out and please be kind to
one another

SOME ENCHANTED EVENING...

rescheduled to Sunday, September 27th
Sunday, September 27th.
LYNN HAYLOCK
link brantfordmusicclub.ca

Because of the current situation,
the fourth concert in the Canadian
Artists Series, scheduled for the
evening of April 28th, has had to
be postponed until the fall…but
don’t worry!
Some Enchanted Evening will
have you smiling and singing
along as you enjoy well-known
and well-loved musical favourites
from Broadway - Phantom of the
Opera, Man of la Mancha, Carousel,
My Fair Lady, Camelot…. Leading
the cast will be world-renowned
Canadian tenor Ben Heppner, one
of the world’s greatest opera stars
of all time.
This show has now been rescheduled to

Meanwhile, our 2020-21 Canadian
Artists Series will be a winner!!
We begin the season
with one of the
best young musical
groups in Canada –
The Rolston String
Quartet.
Our second concert is
Unforgettable! The
Nat King Cole Story
with many of your
favourite pieces sung
as solos with piano/
band accompaniment
and with the beautiful
sound of The Elmer
Iseler Singers!!
In February, we focus on the Young Artists in
our community and this is always an amazing
show. In April, we end with Bridge & Wolak!

Check them out on-line. Accordion, piano,
clarinet – sounding like an orchestra.
Tickets will be available in the near future
through the Sanderson Box Office at
519-758-8090 or sandersoncentre.ca

APRIL 2020
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The Perks Of Being In A Cover Band with

Supplied Photos

Submitted Photo

SPACEEAGLE

BSCENE

MUSIC SCENE

example, were in a position where we were supposed to go on tour through the states
supporting a pretty big band and it went sour. The other guys that had bands were doing the
same but getting screwed over by the promoter. With cover bands it’s just way easier. You
show up you play songs you get paid. When I was in Prototype, we used to play Brandos on
a Wednesday night and do well. Whereas when you’re in an original band half the time you’re
paying to play!”
Marcella: “I enjoy it because everything’s set there. There’s a big difference between being
in a cover band than in an original. A cover band is… I hate to say it… but it’s more like live
karaoke. Everything’s set there for me to do. It’s very easy.”

HEIDI HOPF
facebook HeidiHopfJournalism
It is no secret that I have a strong passion for local, original music. It’s something I try and promote
and often discuss in my time here with BScene and as well as attempting to bring it back to the
forefront with a few Mellow Maniac shows that I hope can continue once the chaos has settled down.
I have however noticed that I have gotten away from promoting our beloved local cover bands.
Cover bands are a great thing in their own right. We all love going out and dancing the night away
to songs we grew up with and new songs that reignite a fire in us from time to time. There is no
better feeling than dancing beside your best friend and even singing familiar lyrics a bit too loudly
after maybe a few too many. Moments like these even have a way of bringing the room of strangers
together in a sense of harmony.
Most of us know the joys of going out to see a cover band, but not all of us know what makes being
a musician enjoy being in a cover band.
Spaceeagle consists of Tyler Merrill (Bass), Adrian Marcella (Vocals), Callum Clark (Vocals), Jeff
Love (Guitar), Kyle Love (Drums), and Rob Eddy (Guitar). All of which had been jamming with each
other at some point over the past twenty years in various bands. After jumping through the hoops
and hurdles of the original music scene for years they decided it was time to let loose and enjoy the
simplicities of performing in a hard rock cover band together.
Adrian Marcella and Tyler Merrill sat down with me and explained why they have decided to get away
from playing original music and ease into the fun of growing within a cover band.
What are the perks of playing in a cover band?
Merrill: “It takes a lot less time to learn someone else’s songs than to write your own of
course. I think a lot of us got disillusioned with the original format because, my band, for

That’s not to be confused with a lack of talent. To play songs that everyone knows takes both talent
and bravery. Especially when everyone is a critic. People want to hear the songs they know but they
also want to hear them played right. They want the songs to deliver that same passion that they feel
when they hear them played on the radio.
How do you choose the songs you are going to cover?
Merrill: “I enjoy cover bands if they are playing songs I like. I’ll respect any musicians that are
decent and playing. I think that's why we pick the songs we do because mostly cover bands are
playing the same songs from the same bands that’s what kinda bothers me about it.”
Marcella: “I think we are a little unique in a sense. I don’t know anyone around here playing the
songs we play.”
Merrill: “We play songs we wanna play. We don’t really play songs we think other people
wanna hear. [laughs] But we might be changing that, we’ll see. People at shows pay more
attention to cover bands if they recognize the songs, which is sad. But… we live in a cover band
dominated city.”
Spaceeagle does bring some variety to the scene by covering songs by bands such as Rage Against
The Machine, At The Drive-In and Glass Jaw. Although I have noticed a slight influx in harder rock
returning to the original local scene we haven’t seen much in the way of this sort of thing in a while.
Playing in a cover band may seem to some as a cop-out or senseless but I say nay to that. We all
love it, admit it. I had to.
I can only imagine how much fun it must be to get together with fellow musicians and play the songs
you love from past and present. Especially the times when you get the opportunity to make great
songs on your own with a new arrangement or a bit of flare. It’s still work, it’s still challenging and
it still deserves a bunch of credit. So thank you to Spaceeagle for keeping that vibe going, and thank
you to all of the over cover bands in our area for making us all sing a little too loud and dance our
cares away.
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GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!
HUMAN RESOURCES

BUSINESS SERVICES

FAQS REGARDING COVID-19
LAYOFFS

SOME TIPS FOR DEALING WITH
CHALLENGING TIMES

1. If I have to lay off employees, do they get
termination pay?
No, they do not, their employment is not
being “terminated” (hopefully). Under the
ESA provisions a layoff can last up to 13
consecutive weeks, or no more than 35
weeks in a 52-week period. Once a layoff
gets to that point the employer would need
to reassess where the operations are.
2. How soon does the ROE (Record of
Employment) need to be issued?
The ROE must be issued within 5 days of
the last day of work, even if the worker is
receiving pay in the future. For example,
if the business shuts down March 15, but
the workers are paid until March 31, the
ROE would have to be issued by March 20,
and show the amounts in the Insurable
Earnings boxes, even if there is only a day
or two in the last pay period.

KATHRYN KISSINGER
4. If an employee chooses not to attend work
as a precaution but this is not required by
the government or employer, can they do
so?
This is not clear. It appears that only those
who need to quarantine, or self-isolate,
would be approved, but if they declare to
the employer that they are not attending
work due to COVID fears, it should be
handled as a work refusal under Health
and Safety. If they will be off work for
more than 7 days, issue an ROE.
If your business needs help on these or
other Human Resources issues, please
reach out to us for a free half-hour
consultation!

This month’s deadline came up for BScene articles
and I looked through some things that I had already
created. In business and in our lives, I have heard
it said we are creatures of habit. Then came
COVID19…many of us have never experienced this
level of unplanned change in our lives. The articles I
had written won’t work for now, hopefully 3 months
from now they will be relevant again. The tips for
everyday don’t seem as important. Let’s talk about
tips for dealing with today’s reality. What have I
learned in the past 3 weeks:
1.

2.

3. Can Employees be “forced” to use
vacation or other banked pay?
Yes. Under the ESA, any accrued vacation
pay must be given to the employee if they
are not able to work or their job ends. If
they have vacation time booked later in the
year, they can take the time off unpaid if
they wish. It is best to pay out any accrued
lieu time as well, to help bridge the “gap”
in finances.

3.

Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254
kissingerhrservices.com

As we are going through these uncertain
times, we thought we would share a few
reminders of things you can do to keep your
phone safe.

You can use disinfectant wipes on your
phone. Let phone dry for 20 seconds after
wiping it down. You can also use a 70%
alcohol and 30 % distilled water solution.
Again let the phone dry for 20 seconds
after wiping it with the solution.
2.

Make sure your phone practices social
distancing.
Do not share your phone with other
people (Share the link not your phone to
show your friends and family a video or
social media post). Your phone needs to
practice social distancing too.

3.

Be careful where you set your phone
down.
Try not to set your phone in places where
the public has been touching. (ie. grocery
store carts, store shelves, and check-out
counters)

4.

STEVE & LORRAINE GARNHAM
fabrics.
If your phone does need a repair during the
COVID situation, we have procedures in place
to disinfect your device upon arrival. After we
fix your phone, it is disinfected again so your
device is not at risk of passing on the virus to
you.

Take time to be thankful – even though our
world has changed overnight and may not ever
go back to what it was, I am so thankful for all
the support and all the kindness I have seen
and experienced in the last 3 weeks.

We don’t know what the future will bring. Enterprise
Brant and our funders and partners are working
hard to assist businesses in Brantford-Brant through
this. If you need help, call us 519-752-4636.
For assistance with a business loan or advice
call 519-752-4636.

Decide how to stay in contact with your team
- Staying in contact and ensuring you are all
working together was another challenge.
Microsoft teams and conference calling has
been very helpful for this.
Plan how you will stay organized - Keeping
organized and feeling in control has been a
challenge for me this past 3 weeks. I had
previously moved away from having a work
area at home after many years of working
way too many late hours at home. I need that

Sometimes people have misconceptions when it
comes to shopping at local, independent stores.
Many people assume that prices will be higher,
variety will be lacking, and stock will be limited.
In fact, that can very easily sum up box stores!
Smaller stores have less overhead which helps
keep prices competitive…and sometimes lower!
There are several benefits from shopping locally.
You will quickly see the difference…
1.

Stay safe as we work through this crisis
together.
2.

185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford
519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

Specialized Services
Independent stores stay in business and
remain competitive with the big box stores
by providing exceptional customer service.
This can include specialized services such
as stocking specialty products not found
elsewhere, customizing a product or service,
or providing one-on-one support. There is
no button to press to page an associate. You
also won’t experience constant annoying
pages for an associate to help someone at
a particular location. You won’t have to go
searching for someone for help.

At the time of writing this article, CPR Cell
Phone Repair is open as an essential service
on the Government of Ontario list under
telecommunications and electronic repair.
Please call or check our website before
heading to our location to make sure the
situation has not changed.

Make sure you disinfect your case too.
Make sure that you disinfect your case
as well. It does little good to clean your
phone and put it back in a dirty case.
Wipes and sprays work well on metal
and plastic cases but not on leather and

4.

Enterprise Brant
330 West Street , Unit 10
519.752.4636
enterprisebrant.com
communications@enterprisebrant.com

Office hours: 8:30 to 4:30, M-F

BENEFITS OF INDEPENDENT
STORES

HOW TO KEEP YOUR PHONE SAFE.

Disinfect your phone regularly.

office now and am working on setting up the
systems I required to function well working
from home again.

HOME

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

1.

Be ready for change – it proved quite
challenging to purchase computers for the new
work from home suggestion of our healthcare
leaders. Once we had the computers,
getting them to access files, ensuring privacy
protection, insurance, encryption etc. was all
a challenge and very stressful in an already
stressful time.

CYNTHIA SWANSON, CPA CGA

CHRIS SCHMIDT
3.

Local people helping locals
You will always see the same faces every
time! One simple thing means so much to
so many. This helps you with every project
you are working on from beginning to end.
There will be no need to have to explain over
and over to each new person who helps
you. This familiarity turns into long-lasting
relationships. Buying locally at independent
stores means you are not helping a CEO buy
a third vacation home. You are helping a little
girl get dance lessons, or a boy get his team
jersey, a Mom put food on the table, or a Dad
pay the mortgage.

It’s worth supporting local business by buying
from local businesses.

Wider variety of products.
Box stores or “chain stores” only carry
products that move quickly. If it doesn’t sell,
they discount it and never carry it again.
When you need a particular product or
have a particular situation, more often than
not, independent stores have the specialty
products to help you save money and time to
get your job done right the first time.

41 Morton Ave. East
519.753.3406
colourshoppeinc.com

BSCENE IS PROUD TO OFFER ADVICE FROM LOCAL EXPERTS FOR ISSUES IMPORTANT TO YOU. THE ADVICE PROVIDED IS THAT OF THE PARTICIPANT AND IS NOT ENDORSED, NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OPINION OF BSCENE.
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BUILD BETTER ATTENTION SKILLS
Attention skills are important both in and out of the classroom.
Staying on topic for a sustained period of time isn’t always
easy! Like reading and writing, focus and attention skills can be
developed, even if students struggle with ADD/ADHD.
We are a society of instant gratification. When things do not come
easily such as learning challenging subjects, students can lose
interest and motivation to focus and therefore begin to exhibit
ADD-like behaviours. Technology such as video games, instant
messaging, texting, and email can also contribute to shorter
attention spans.
Not all children with inability to focus have true ADD. Children can
display behaviours that are similar to ADD/ADHD simply because
they have not been taught how to pay attention.
“It always seems impossible until it is done.”
Nelson Mandela

HOME INSPECTIONS • NEW HOME WARRANTY
INFRARED • WETT CERTIFIED • RADON INSPECTIONS

TIFFANY BERE
•

Practice building attention skills by solving puzzles
and playing board games.

•

Identify distractions. Learn to recognize and refocus
when attention drifts.

•

Use a timer and practice staying on task for longer
periods each time.

At Oxford Learning, attention skills are an integral part of every
student’s program. We help every student develop self-awareness,

Metacognitive Awareness is the term for becoming aware of what
the mind is doing, and is a skill everyone can learn.
By learning to identify distractions, recognize when attention shifts,
and stretch focus for longer periods of time, students build learning
confidence.
Often medication is needed to properly manage the symptoms of
ADD/ADHD, but classroom and at-home strategies can help give
families tools that help them feel in charge and not completely
reliant on a prescription to help them cope.
Tips to Start Building Attention Skills
•
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Work systematically. Use a numbering system for all
tasks and follow the order.

519.754.6789

86 Dalhousie St. Brantford
519-304-7090
ninenorth.ca@gmail.com
www.ninenorth.ca



strengthen on-task skills, and learn to recognize when attention
drifts. All of our programs help students build thinking and
learning skills, as well as planning and organizational abilities.
Contact us for more information!

All Ages. All Grades. All Subjects.

1084 Rest Acres Road
Paris, ON N3L 0B5
519.209.8099 oxfordlearning.com
paris@oxfordlearning.com

CherryHomeInspections.ca



●
●
●
●

Voice Over Services
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com
yvonne@roundtablepr.com
Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

Give your business
an online advantage

Internet marketing services to get you noticed
Get new customers and keep existing customers through a well-designed website, give
them a seamless, fast-click online experience and boost your online presence through
customized SEO and keyword strategies, managed social media presence and online
reputation management.
Visit www.brantinternetmarketingservices.com or call us at 519-938-0056 or email
michel.chevalier@pinpointlocal.com to ﬁnd out how we can help you get customers
and grow your business.

Burgers & Fries | Wings | Poutine | Wraps

Goo’s Delivers

Please don’t hesitate to ask us for a complete and detailed review
of your business’s overall internet presence. The non-charge audit
report will point out strengths and weaknesses and how you
compare to your competition across your website, social media
platforms and many internet directories.
Brant Internet Marketing Service
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IN TIMES OF CRISIS

Sponsored by

shouldering heavy burdens, working excessive hours,
and sacrificing so much of themselves to see those
they lead through this storm.

For all your
Accounting and
Taxation needs.

Here at Why Not Youth Centres, we have faced similar
tough decisions and heavy responsibilities. The
needs of the vulnerable escalate in times of crisis
rather than pause, and those on the list of vulnerable
peoples only increase.

BECCA MCLELLAN
link whynotyouthcentres.com
facebook whynotcitymissions
It’s in times of crisis that we see what our community
is made of. Over the last few weeks, we have
watched our country, province, and city communicate
with excellence, plan with
compassion, and act decisively.
There isn’t a household in
the country that hasn’t been
impacted by the COVID-19 Crisis.
Its impacts on health, finances,
and connection have been severe
and sudden.
Stock image

When I look at BrantfordBrant, though, I see resilient
people who appreciate strong
leadership where they can find
it. I see families appreciating this break from routine to
hold on to the quality time that it offers. I see business
owners bravely navigating a barrage of extraordinarily
tough decisions, and repeatedly elevating their
employees’ interests above their own. I see leaders

During this time, it is more important than ever to
communicate excellently, believe that each person
is truly doing their best, and to bring out the scissors
and duct tape to create new ways
of doing things.
I am deeply proud of the
innovation that has taken
place in our community over
the last many days as service
and business leaders adapt
traditional ways of meeting their
goals with new circumstances. I
believe that the COVID-19 Crisis
will make us smarter, stronger,
and—I truly hope—kinder.
Canadians are tough as nails. I have every confidence
that we will use this time of crisis to establish more
robust social infrastructures, increasingly efficient use
of technology and time, and an improved valuing of
human connection.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assurance & Accounting
Business Valuation
Estate Planning
Financial Planning
Information Technology
Succession Planning
Taxation

519 759 3511

www.millards.com

APRIL 2020
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THE BOREDOM BUSTERS ARE HERE TO HELP!
much, much more. Where can you find all these
amazing online resources? Our website www.
brantlibrary.ca is your gateway to fun and
lifelong learning!
CHRISTINE MACARTHUR
link brantlibrary.ca
facebook brantlibrary
twitter @brantlibrary
instagram brantcountypubliclibrary

Our Library Branches may be closed to the
public, but we’re still working hard to make sure
that our community stays mentally active and
occupied. Most people think of librarians as quiet
book shelvers. But in fact we’re Super Special
Boredom Busters!
Now is the perfect time to try one of our
online resources. We offer all sorts of things
you can download for free! Borrow eBooks or
audiobooks, music albums, TV shows, feature
films, or digital magazines. Once you’ve relaxed
with a little me-time, take a course and learn a
new skill. You can learn all sorts of things like
a new language (how about Urdu or Swahili?),
technology skills (build your first website!),
music skills (learn to play the guitar!) and

Don’t have a library card yet? Don’t panic - we’ve
got your back! Our website lets you sign up for
an online membership. Online membership gives
you immediate access to all of the great things
we have to offer.
How else are we busting boredom? Check
out our social media channels on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter for daily updates that
include Story Time videos, musical moments
with Library Staff, Craft Ideas, and this year’s
100% digital Literary March Madness where
you decide the best book of 2019! Vote online
to participate. We’ll also be posting frequent
updates on how to access our online collections,
library, news and more.
Be well, Brant. Stay safe, be patient...and
conquer your cabin fever with help from the
County of Brant Public Library. There really is
something for everyone! www.brantlibrary.
ca @brantlibrary on Facebook and Twitter @
brantcountypubliclibrary on Instagram
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LINE DANCING FOR OUR COMMUNITY
link justdancelinedancecommunity.weebly.com
facebook justdancelinedancecommunity

Five friends with a love for dance wanted to share
their passion with others. So in January 2019,
Just Dance Line Dance Community was formed
and began offering Modern Line Dance Classes
in Belleview Hall, Brantford. The group struck a
chord with the community and it quickly grew
to more than 35 participants and switched to a
larger facility at Harmony Church on Marlborough
Street.
Instructor Deanna Tobin is a breath of fresh air
in her style of teaching. Within the class are
experienced dancers ready to help new dancers.
Those experienced dancers fromm the Just
Dance Team. This team of 12, volunteer their
time at community events and Retirement/

Nursing homes. They have brought their
performances to community events across
the city, including the Holmedale Porch Party,
Brantford Ribfest, A Day on the Grand and more.
The community built around the dance classes
led to the creation of popular bus trips. Often sold
out in record time, the Just Dance Party Bus has
enjoyed day trips to places such as Port Dover,
Niagara on the Lake, Niagara Falls, and Toronto
just to name a few. The bus trips are an excellent
way to build community and for the line dancers
to get to know one another more.
After every bus trip the group donates a portion
of the proceeds to a charity. To date the
donations have gone to the WE Charity, Cystic
Fibrosis, Sick Kids Hospital, and Hearts to Home
Feline Rescue just to name a few.
In this time of physical distancing, people are
looking for things to keep them occupied. Just

Submitted Photos

LYNN THOMAS

Dance is offering FREE online virtual classes
every Wednesday at 6:30 pm from their Facebook
page.
For more information visit:
Facebook.com/justdancelinedancecommunity
justdancelinedancecommunity.weebly.com

APRIL 2020
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RIPPLE EFFECTS
LYNDA HENRIKSEN
link habitatbn.org
Facebook HabitatforHumanityBN
pinterest brantrestore
Twitter @HabitatBN
When a pebble is thrown into water, we can stand and
watch the ripple effect as it expands outward. There
is always a ripple effect to our actions. Or our lack of
action. With each passing day, we’ve witnessed the
impact of COVID-19 and its ripple effect, in our local
community and around the world. At Habitat BrantNorfolk and ReStores, we have done our best to keep
people safe. We see you. We support you. We care.
We thank everyone for standing side by side, joining
together in our common humanity. Building strength,
resilience and stability together. Lending a helping
hand. This is the Habitat legacy.
Habitat Brant-Norfolk remains steadfast in our
mission to bring communities together to build
strength, stability and self-reliance through affordable
homeownership. Everyone deserves a decent place
to live. We rely on proceeds from our ReStores to
help cover the cost of our administration. This means
community donations go directly to builds. With the
temporary closure of ReStores nationwide during the
pandemic, the loss of funds has been hard hitting.
Temporary staff layoffs became necessary. Pausing
and minimizing operations was swift. Reimagining
ourselves is fluid. Through financial support, advocacy
for affordable housing and lending a hand, everyone
can help families achieve the strength, stability
and self-reliance they need to build better lives
for themselves. To learn more please visit www.
habitatbn.org
Below is a message for you regarding the economic
ripple effects of COVID-19. Please read. Please share.
Please take care.
ATLANTA (March 23, 2020) — Habitat for Humanity
International CEO Jonathan Reckford issued the following
statement regarding the economic ripple effects of
COVID-19:

With each passing day, we all find ourselves trying to
adapt to the measures required to combat the spread of
COVID-19. In countries and cultures all around the world,
“stay at home” is the message of the moment. “Shelter in
place.”
It’s the right thing to do, and if we are all able to flatten
the curve, we know that we will have, together, saved
countless lives.
But all of us at Habitat for Humanity also know that
there are far too many families for whom this isn’t as
straightforward as it sounds. The uncertainty so many of
us feel today, these families have felt for a lifetime — if
not generations.
Where for many “shelter in place” means figuring out
logistics and adjusting mindsets, for others it only
exacerbates the conditions with which they have
struggled for so long. Houses already not healthy
because of leaks or mold. Homes already overcrowded
because the only way to afford rent or save up money is
for extended family to stay together in a too-small space.
Homes without easy access to a constant water supply.
Spaces that shelter, but only just.
Where for many “stock up on what you need” means a
frustrating, jarring trip through the inconveniently (and
temporarily) hit-or-miss-stocked shelves of a local
market, for others it’s a reminder of how close to the
financial edge they already live. Imagine that, for these
families, shopping for supplies always feels this way
— not because of the crowds around them hurrying to
acquire whatever they can, but because they have to
make terrible choices every day. In order to make sure
the rent can be paid, which would you choose? Filling
a basket with healthy groceries. Filling a necessary
prescription. Filling the tank of your car with the fuel that
allows you to do either.

the economic shocks from this crisis ripple out, these
same families will be hardest hit. They always are. For far
too many, as businesses have closed and hourly workers
have lost their jobs, it has already begun.
These are the families with whom we partner. They are
going to need our hand up now more than ever. And now
more than ever, our work — much like flattening the
curve — will require all of us, together. You can help us
help these families, these communities, our neighbours
build back. Stronger, in solidarity and with your support.
To learn more, visit habitat.org

When these are the choices you face, you can’t win. As

250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
 Wine
ben@positanowine.com
 Beer
www.positanowine.com
positanowinesandcoffee
 Gift Cards

Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network
of Engaged Community Members

Jason Freeze

jason@bscene.ca

226.802.2299
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Be seen with

BSCENE

A LOOK BACK THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

BIG HAIR FOR LITTLE KIDS
Feb. 29, 2020 • Army Navy Airforce Club, Brantford • D Jason Freeze

NOVA VITA
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 2020
Mar. 5, 2020 • Brantford Golf and Country Club
Jason Freeze

D
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#BRANTastic
Photos
Staying positive in our amazing community!
Temple Swift

Crystal Dawn
Donna Talbot

Samantha Gernhart

Mayor David Bailey

Becky Nutbrown

Wendy C.

Natasha Crook

Brantwood Community Services

Sunny Stills Photography
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The Municipal Hall, built
in 1874, was used until
1976 when the township
offices moved into the old
Onondaga school building.
(Source: author photo.)

JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz
facebook @jjackowetz

TOWNSHIP OF ONoNDAGA
To this point, we have discussed
Burford and Oakland townships. Today
we will examine the Township of
Onondaga, bounded by the Township
of Brantford to the north and west; the
Township of Ancaster in the County of
Wentworth to the north; the Township
of Seneca in the County of Haldimand
to the east; and the Grand River and
the Township of Tuscarora to the
south. The township acquired its name
because the Onondaga’s of the Six
Nations settled in the part of Brant
County now comprising the township.
The Township was comprised of 22,282
acres. It was drained by Big, Little and
Fairchild’s Creeks. These creeks empty
into the Grand River. Fairchild’s Creek
is named after Isaac Fairchild who
settled in the area in 1790.
First Settlers
The migration of white settlers into
Onondaga Township began in about
1836. David Jones and his father were
the first, settling near the Onondaga
Seneca townline. Joseph Brown built

The Township crest consisted of a barn, three sheaves
of grain, the river, a windmill, and a single horse drawn
plow. (Source: Brant Historical Society.)

a small log cabin at the confluence
of Big Creek and the Grand River. He
opened the first tavern in the township.
Whisky would go on to become
widely available in the township. John
Solomon Hager settled at the site of
Middleport. Others followed either as
squatters or by obtaining land deeds
directly from the Haudenosaunee.
In 1841, the Haudenosaunee
surrendered the remaining land
conveyed to them in the Haldimand
Proclamation except for the part they
chose to occupy as a concentrated
body. However, the formal surrender
of the Township by the Haudeosaunee
did not take place until 1839. The
Township was surveyed in 1841-42 and
subsequently opened for settlement.
Main Villages
The two main villages of the township,
Onondaga and Middleport, grew in
large part due to the Grand River
Navigation Company. Navigation on
the river began in 1835. The lumber
trade was a thriving industry when
settlement began. The first sawmill
opened in 1834 on Big Creek. It
was built and operated by the
Haudenosaunee. Hamilton Biggar and
William Howell opened a sawmill on
Fairchild’s Creek in 1839. Sawmills
made both square timber and lumber
for export. The lumber industry peaked
around 1842. Both Onondaga and
Middleport had storehouses for grain.
The paddle wheel steamers and scows
that plied the Grand River between
Brantford and Buffalo, made stops at
both villages.
The first meeting marking the
beginning of municipal government
of the Township took place at May’s

Tavern on 3-January-1842. In 1853, the
first Township Council, under the new
County of Brant, was elected. George
Youell was elected the first reeve.
Onondaga and Middleport thrived for
a short time during the mid-19thcentury. They were dependent on
the lumber trade and the navigation
traffic on the Grand River. When the
forests were cleared and the Grand
River Navigation Company began to
falter, the villages started to decline. In
1853, the Buffalo, Brantford & Goderich
Railway passed through both villages.
A train station was built in Onondaga
and a shelter
for a flag-stop
was erected
in Middleport.
In 1881, a new
train station
was built in
Onondaga. This
station closed
in 1933 and was
demolished in
1940.
The first school
in the township
was a one-room
log schoolhouse
built in 1842.
The Township

would eventually have six one-room
schools. In 1959, the Onondaga Central
School opened replacing all the oneroom schools. This school closed in
1984 and was demolished in 1994 to
make way for a housing development.
Firefighting
The volunteer fire department was
organised on 1-July-1958 with 32
volunteer fire fighters. Until that time,
the Township relied on firefighters
from Brantford Township and
Caledonia. The firehall moved into
the old Onondaga school. In 1976,

Onondaga Station Built by the Grand Trunk Railway in 1881, Onondaga’s second station. The
station closed in 1933 and was demolished in 1940. (Source: Brant Historical Society)
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Above: Map of the County of Brant showing the former townships and
settlements in the County. Brantford separated from the County in 1877
when it incorporated as a city. The black lines show the boundaries of the
Haldimand Tract.
Below: Onondaga Township map. The black lines show the boundaries of
the Haldimand Tract, King’s highways are shown in yellow, and the railway
line in black. (Source: maps created by the author)

repairs and improvements
to its infrastructure
given its small tax base.
Increased construction and
development was seen as
a way to increase the tax
base.

building. St. Paul’s
Anglican Church
in Middleport was
erected in 1868.
No operating
churches remain
in the township.

Dairy cattle were prominent
in the western section of the
Township. Beef cattle and
hogs could also be found
there. Sheep were raised in
the township between 1842
and 1986 on the Douglas
farm. Corn is a popular crop.
Soybeans were introduced
in the 1970s. Canola was
introduced in the early
1980s.

Onondaga
Village

The Township was dissolved
and amalgamated into the
new single-tier municipality,
County of Brant, in 1999. The
population of the Township
at amalgamation was about
1,800. Mabel Dougherty
served as reeve for 19 of its
final 21 years.
the Municipal office of the township
moved into the front of the building.
This building, erected in 1876, was
demolished in 2018 to accommodate
a new firehall. The Municipal Hall
building, built in 1874, was used until
1976. The Onondaga Women’s Institute
was organised in 1906.
Ferries
No bridges crossed the Grand River in
the township until the Chiefswood Road
bridge opened in 1983. Until then, up
to five ferries operated: the Newport
Ferry, the Henderson Ferry, the
Onondaga Village Ferry, the Middleport
Ferry, and the Waterford (Road) Ferry.
The last operating ferry crossed the
river at Chiefswood,the girlhood home
of Pauline Johnson.
Commerce and Farming
The first annual Indian John Archery
tournament was held in July 1946. The
2-day tournament was started by Les
(Charles) Dunsdon who co-founded
the Brant Bowmen Archery Club. The
tournament attracted archers from
Ontario and the U.S. Les started Les
Dunsdon Archery to manufacture bows
and arrows and ran the company until
his retirement in 1965. Les passed
away in 2010 at the age of 97.

Churches
The Grand River Mission was
established in 1822 by a group of
Methodists as they began missionary
work among the Haudenosaunee in the
area. Salt Springs Church was the first
church in the Township and became
the headquarters for the mission. A
frame church was erected in 1828-29
by the Haudenosaunee. During the
1830s, the congregation grew among
white settlers who were replacing the
Haudenosaunee in the area. A new
brick church replaced the frame church
in 1860. In 1901, this church burned
and was rebuilt in 1902.
Holy Trinity Anglican Church in
Onondaga village was built in 1857
of red brick. When the church was
dismantled in 1953, the bell and
furnishing of this church were used
in St. Mark’s Anglican Church in
Brantford. The First Baptist Church in
Onondaga opened in 1858. In 1926,
the United Church took over the

Onondaga village
was first settled
by David Smith
who opened a
grocery store and
saloon, known as
the Old Ontario
House, in about
1842. Smith came
from Jerseyville.
Onondaga,
originally called
Smith’s Corners,
received its
present name
when the post
office opened in
1851.
The village was
surveyed by
John Merrill of
Burford. He built a
steam sawmill in
1851 and a grist
St. Paul's Anglican Church, in Middleport was erected in 1868. Today the church is
mill. Foulds &
used only for special masses, e.g. Easter. (Source: Brant Historical Society)
Company operated
a large roller mill in
in 1853 undermined any further
the village producing Onondaga brand
development of the village. The village
flour.
had three hotels. Middleport General
At its peak, the village population was
500 and boasted a grist mill, sawmill,
four churches, five hotels, a carriage
and wagon shop, a carpenter shop,
and three general stores. Today the
hamlet’s population is about 100.
Middleport
The area was originally occupied by the
Tuscaroras hence the village first was
known as Tuscarora. It was renamed by
the Grand River Navigation Company
because it lies midway between the
locks at Cainsville and Caledonia. The
village was a major shipping centre
for lumber. The arrival of the railway

Store opened in 1853. The store had
operated continuously since opening
but has since closed. The population of
the hamlet today is about 60.
Conboyville
Located at the crossroads of Baptist
Church Road and County Road 22.
The settlement was developed by
Thomas Conboy Sr. who immigrated
from Ireland in 1837. A post office was
established in the General Store on
1-February-1877. Mail arrived twice a
week from Caledonia. The post office
closed in 1913.

CHIEFSWOOD

The Big Creek Boat Farm began
operating boat cruises on the Grand
River in 1978. It was started by John
and Luella Albin. The business became
known as Grand River Dinner Cruises
in the mid-1990s. Son Blain and
daughter Dana began managing the
business in 1998. John passed away in
2006.
More recently, in the 1980s and
1990s, the Township fought with
the Ministry of Agriculture and Food
regarding land severances for house
building. The Ministry deemed 97
percent of the Township to be prime
farmland and had to remain as such.
The Township was struggling to fund
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Chiefswood the girlhood home of E. Pauline Johnson. Johnson moved to Brantford with her mother and sister Eva
when her father died in 1884. The 1912 collection of her poems, Flint and Feather, remains one of the best-selling
volumes of Canadian poetry. She passed away in 1913 in Vancouver, of breast cancer. . (Source: author photo)

Chiefswood was built on the banks of
the Grand River by Chief George Henry
Martin Johnson for his bride Emily
Susanne Howells, who was born in
England but moved to America when
she was four. The home was built
in 1853. The home is unique in that
the front and the back are identical;
the house has two front doors, one
door faces the river to receive visitors
coming by boat and the other faces
the road to receive visitors arriving by
foot, horse, or carriage. This was the
childhood home of poet Emily Pauline
Johnson (born on 10-March-1861). In
1961, on the 100th anniversary of her
birth, a stamp was issued to honour
her contributions to literature. She was
the first Canadian woman, Canadian
writer, and Indigenous person to be so
honoured.
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Entertainment & Community Guide

HOW TO PRACTICE

SOCIAL DISTANCING

NO HANDSHAKES
OR HUGS

KEEP YOUR
DISTANCE

WORK
REMOTELY

AVOID
CROWDS

STAY
AT HOME

WASH
YOUR HANDS

(at least 2m 6 ft)

See page 4 for Resources and Information

