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BScene is a local Entertainment & Community 
Guide, showcasing the #BRANTastic features of 
Brantford, Brant and Six Nations through engaging 
content and with the Best Event Guide in our 
community. 

BScene is distributed free, every month through 
key community partners throughout Brantford, 
Brant and Six Nations. BScene has a local network 
of over 500 distribution points including local 
advertisers, retail outlets, dining establishments, 
and community centres. For a complete list, 
please visit bscene.ca 

As a community paper and forum for sharing 
thoughts and experiences, the views expressed 
in the magazine are not necessarily those of the 
Publisher, Editor, other contributors, advertisers 
or distributors unless otherwise stated. 

BScene is wholly owned and published by Jason 
Freeze. All content © 2020 and all rights to 
distribution are reserved by BScene. 

ADVERTISING
BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500 
drop locations throughout Brantford, Brant and 
Six Nations each month. BScene also publishes 
unique online content throughout each month 
as well as providing the Best Event Guide in the 
community. We have an engaged and dedicated 
readership who are invested in experiencing what 
our community has to offer.
 
For advertising inquiries, please contact:
Jason Freeze
226-802-2299    jason@bscene.ca 
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BSCENE’s RECYCLING PROGRAM   
The BSCENE paper stays local and supports local endeavours as much as possible.  

Our publication was printed locally at Ricter Web Printer for years. After its closing, 

we chose McLaren Press Graphics in Gravenhurst, a family owned business.  

From there, we distribute locally to many businesses and organizations within our 

grand community. Then at the end of the month, we’ll collect any left over papers 

for recycling.  These papers are recycled through a special fundraising program 

with Sydenham-Heritage United Church and Hartmanns Canada. Hartmann’s 

is a local egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale that turns the papers into 

egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store.  The money raised through this 

fundraising program gets sent back to Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used 

in their Green programs for sustainable upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting 

local whenever we can.

Thanks to all of the #BRANTastic vendors at the market for providing our community 
with lots of great items for the Holidays and all year round! 
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A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce

A Family Run
&

Locally Owned Business
for Over 25 Years

Brantford’s ONLY
Same Day Service

Mon. - Wed.  9 - 6 | Thurs.  9 - 8 | Fri.  9 - 6 | Sat.  9:30 - 2

10 King George Road
Home Hardware Plaza
Brantford
519-752-5456
www.optichouse.ca

Largest Selection of High Quality Eyewear 
at Reasonable Prices
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403 Fairview Dr.        519-752-3151        www.strodes.ca    
Specializing in All your BBQ needs!

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

email yvonne@roundtablepr.com

🔗 roundtablepr.com
“Main Street businesses are the backbone of our community.” 
Mae Legg, Senior Business Consultant with the Brantford-
Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC) also says, 
small business owners “know the importance of remaining 
competitive.”

But not everyone is a digital whiz. Assistance is often required 
when it comes to web design, graphics, content, SEO, social 
media, or how to use these tools to build a business and 
customer awareness. 

That’s where the Digital Main Street Professional Service 
Squad can help! Thanks to a recent $10,000 provincial grant 
in partnership with the Ontario BIA, a squad of experts will be 
able to work with small businesses within the downtown BIA, 
to improve their online capabilities.

“Often, they have a website that needs improvement, but the 
big one is social media and helping people get their businesses 
out to their target market clientele whether that be Facebook, 
Instagram, LinkedIn or Twitter,” said Legg. Squad members 
can help with graphic design, software programs, content 
writing or E-commerce. 

It all starts with a digital assessment from a BRC staff 
member, highlighting strong points and areas for 

improvement. “Then the digital squad of experts will contact 
you and get you on course for your business’ digital needs,” 
says Legg.

When it comes to social media marketing she stresses, it’s 
not about reaching a mass audience. “You don’t want to try 
and reach everyone, you want to try and reach the people who 
are going to buy from you, your target market and that’s very 
important for business owners to learn,” she said.

The initial evaluation, advice and help with the first steps to 
get on the right track, costs nothing. There would however be 
a cost to any additional extensive services such as, building a 
whole new website or an E-commerce site.

Every expert on the squad offers a specific business service 
of their own and could be hired by the business owner to take 
things further if they wish. The BRC can provide a list of local 
experts that can be called on locally, depending on what the 
needs are as well.

Five local digital squad experts have gone through training 
through the Ontario BIA in a webinar format and the BRC has 
been reaching out to businesses letting them know of this 
fantastic free opportunity. Response has been strong already. 

The BRC began as a self-help centre in the late eighties, before 
becoming a part of the province’s small business enterprise 
centres by about 2001. 

The organization is funded by the Ontario government and the 
City of Brantford. They help people build business and financial 
plans through workshop training for start-up companies and 
offer other workshops such as, business planning, financial 
forecasting marketing, sales and one on one consultations.

A representative from the Canada Revenue Agency holds a 
bookkeeping workshop every other month as well, which 
is very well received throughout the community. Sales, 
market research, business planning and financial forecasting 
workshops are held monthly.

The BRC also offers the Starter Company Plus grant program, 
which distributes grants for those starting, expanding or buying 
a business. In order to be eligible for the grant, prospective 
business owners need to complete five BRC workshops, 
complete a business plan, a financial plan and then make a 
presentation to a local grant committee.

Some of the BRC’s success stories include: Joycult (which 
makes wheels for finger boards -like a skateboard for your 
fingers), Cherry Home Inspections, Our Kitchen Brantford (a 
community kitchen), Bathtub Bakery (which creates and sells 
bakery themed bath soaps), and Alt Boutique. 

The BRC helps with business licensing, regulatory issues, 
creating payroll accounts and businesses often seek additional 
assistance from the BRC to help with hiring, navigating the 
employment standards act, WSIB and more. There is also a 
mentorship referral program, where businesses are given 
access to professionals like accountants and lawyers. 

In early 2020, the BRC will be taking applications for Summer 
Company, which offers grants, training and mentoring to 
students, between the ages of 15 and 29 who are returning to 
school to start their own business. 

“We work with businesses to assist in their success in our 
community through meeting their needs,” said Legg. 

The Digital Main Street Service Squad program runs until April 
30, 2020.

For more information, check out

🔗 businessresourcecentre.ca

Su
bm

itt
ed

 P
ho

to
s

Digital Main Street Service Squad 
to the rescue! BRC receives provincial grant to 

help Main Street businesses
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MAKING A  DIFFERENCE  OVER THE HOL IDAYS

GISELE BUDGELL

🔗  brantfoodforthought.ca 

We are honoured to have such amazing volunteers and community supporters to help give 
the gift of nutrition. Thank you! 

Over the Holiday Season, we’ve had over 350 volunteers help to staff our Holiday Gift Wrap 
Booth at Lynden Park Mall this year. This accounts for 94 shifts and 287 volunteer hours from 
November 29th through to December 24th. 

Proceeds from the annual Holiday Gift Wrap Booth goes toward supporting student nutrition 
in our community and we couldn’t do this without all the volunteers involved. Thank you so 
very much for your generous gift of time! 

We are also excited to have Extend Communications come on board to help us out through 
their Corporate Social Responsibility program and philosophy. At Extend Communications, 
it’s not just about managing clients phone calls and emails. It’s also about making a difference 
in our community. So on November 5th, they served their first breakfast program at Central 
Public School. This has given their staff the opportunity to learn and grow beyond just their 
work environment as well as helping to support students in their area. 

We sincerely appreciate all of the contributions from these two groups and everyone involved 
with our programs. For more information on these stories and more, please visit our website 
at www.brantfoodforthought.ca. 

We hope you all had a wonderful Holiday Season and wishing that everyone has a happy, 
healthy, and prosperous New Year! 

STEVE BURCHELL

🔗  stevesteas.com 

As we set off on a new year, we look forward to 
what 2020 will bring. 

Steve’s Tea Company has some great plans 
for the New Year. We have several new teas 
coming out but our biggest plan is the opening 
of our Paris location. We are joining The 
Artisans Collective at 121 Grand River St. N 
(a few doors north of Cobblestones Pub). You 
will be able to sit down and have a cup of tea 
while looking over the scenic Grand River. One 
new tea is our Paris Breakfast tea blended to 
celebrate our move into Paris.

The Brantford store will be concentrating 
on a wider variety of teas including several 
high end green and black teas. We are having 
fun introducing new teas to our customers 
and trying them ourselves. More people in 
Brantford are expanding their tea horizons and 
we are glad we’re here to help. In January we 
will be starting our Tea of The Month club with 
special discounted teas each month.

We have purchased a Canopy Tent and are looking 
forward to doing as many outdoor events as we 
can in the summer as well as indoor craft and 
artisan shows year-round. Our wholesale division 
was set up this past year and we are working on 
growing it as well as a restaurant program for local 
restauranteurs.

2020 will be a great year for tea in Brantford, and 
as we look back on 2019 we are grateful for all our 
customers and look forward to meeting many new 
ones in the coming months.

Next month we will be back to tea articles, I just 
thought I would take this opportunity to thank 
everybody for making this a great year.

HAPPY NEW YEAR  TO EVERYBODY
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JASON FREEZE

twitter  @Jason Freeze

facebook   jason.freeze

   🔗   BScene.ca 

When you think of wine, what do you think of? Maybe sitting back and relaxing. Enjoying the 
subtle flavours of a nice red or white wine. Or maybe a beautiful vineyard in Italy. Well that’s 
the kind of image that Positano Wine Making & Gourmet Foods wants to bring to mind with 
their ‘make-your-own’ craft wines. 

The business first opened their doors in 2002, with Ben purchasing the business in 2009. 
The Positano region of Italy is a very beautiful region and is know for tourism and of course 
wine. So in honour of the destination and their wine-making charm, Ben changed the name 

to Positano’s in 2011. 

Along with the destination comes the experience that wine 
brings. Many people enjoy wine for its many varieties and 
flavours as well as its connection to our cultural heritage. 
Ben himself enjoys the ‘wine experience,’ which is why 
he got into the business. Through Positano’s he’s able to 
provide a great product with a wide range of varieties to his 
customers. 

Ben also takes time to make sure you get the right flavour 
of wine for your tastes as well. With over 75 types of grapes 
(or varieties) he can help you select the best choice for you. 

Once you’ve picked out your favourite flavour, then the wine 
creation begins! It’s actually quite easy to do as all the ‘heavy 

lifting’ is done for you. They handle the brewing process and once it’s done, all you need to 
do is help to bottle and label your wine. Then you’ll have about 30 bottles of wine to sip and 
savour! 

The process of making your own wine tends to be a much gentler method that appeals to 
people with allergies as well. For example, all of the wines are gluten free and are made 
with the filtered water provided at the store. Making your own wine has some other great 
benefits too. You can create the perfect gift, have a batch made for a wedding or special 
event, and it can save you money. 

Another great thing about Positano’s is that they’re always looking to provide the best for 
their customers. Which is why they started making beers in February of 2019. Ben has 10 
different styles of beer from a Blond Lager to Double Oatmeal Stout. All of his beers are 
created in a similar manner with no additives and are all-grain products. 

Along with the various craft wines and beers, Ben has a number of accessories and 
gourmet food products available as well. There are many Italian related items such as 
vinegars, oils and olives. Plus, he has an array of sauces, glasses, fun wine magnets, and 
even aprons. 

So if you’re looking for an amazing wine experience without having to travel to Italy, then 
head on over to Positano’s Brantford. Just as long as you plan ahead, you can have a great 
craft wine and beer experience of your own. 

For more information or to start creating your own beer or wine, head on over to Positano’s 
at 250 King George Road and chat with Ben.   

 🔗  positanowine.com  

 ,  250 King George Road, Brantford 

 telephone  519.751.1221

FOOD SCENEBSCENE
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�  519.209.5989
�  GillesCatering
�  gilescatering82@gmail.com

Weddings | Office Parties | Family Gatherings | BBQs
Impeccable Service | Full Banquet Services

Vast Variety of Quality Fresh Local Ingredients

250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
ben@positanowine.com
www.positanowine.com
positanowinesandcoffee

Wine
Beer
Gift Cards
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Die hard blues fans are a sentimental bunch. No matter how good a current blues 
venue is with its entertainment now, folks love to lament how it used to be better. 
Take for example when it comes to discussing blues matinees along the banks of 
the Grand River in the early 90’s. One small funky venue in Brantford hands down 
lays claim to be the first and simply the best.

After a long week at the car dealership a fellow salesman suggested I follow him 
in my new Chevy to get a beer. He led me to downtown Brantford to Market Street 
to one such hole in the wall. He rushed in without me, leaving me to discover the 
revelation on my own. I could hear the funky bass line from the street and realizing 
from the curb, that this was going to be 
an experience much more than just a cold 
beer. As I approached, the door swung 
open before I reached for the handle and 
my senses were bombarded with a wall 
of sound, smoke and a bass guitar neck 
within inches of my nose. I recognized no 
one at this over capacity crowd facing the 
door and stage checking out my new suit 
and tie. I’m sure I looked like a narc or 
maybe a walk on guest to the stage. I say 
stage, it was about a 4-inch rise only. A 
hand reached out to me for a friendly shake 
with a big smile by the doorman asking for 
two bucks. I could not find my buddy in here 
and I wished I was wearing my jeans, but 
I dug out a two-dollar bill, toonies weren’t 
invented yet.

I desperately wanted to find a corner and 
hide but the room was packed like sardines checking me and the Band out. My 
advance to the back corner was slow with excuse me’s and I’m sorry’s brushing up 
against strangers. I saw a sign Hurricane Alley that really actually looked inviting 
at the back which led to the unisex washrooms but even at the back there was a 
dozen or so people I did not know. I became obvious that no waitress was going 
to take my order, so I asked the stranger beside me “How do you get a beer here?” 
“What do you want?” he said. “Coors Light please!” It was hard to hear. He held 
out his hand for the cash and I gave him a fiver and I watched in astonishment as 
my bill passed many hands across the room to the bartender. After a few minutes 
wondering if I just lost 5 bucks my cold beer took the same route back with 
amazingly, the change! I pondered that I think I’m going to like this place after all.

I hadn’t frequented clubs and bars since the Disco craze but this vibe in the room 
was electric but laid back as well with friendly folks digging the Blues. I always 
loved the Blues and wore out my Paul Butterfield and Bobby Bland albums at 
home but hadn’t really sought out live Blues Bands. These musicians were tight 

and real deep authentic Chicago Blues. I had no idea who they were, but the front 
man played a mean harmonica and he actually wore a leather belt full of them 
over his shoulder. Drummer and Bass were locked in the pocket and along with 
that bright red Gibson 335 that the lead was mastering, this was the real deal 
indeed.

I asked my new bud in the alley beside me whom the singer and harp player were. 
He said Mojo Buford! (Rest in Peace). George “Mojo” Buford was in the house!  
This is the player that replaced Little Walter in Muddy Waters Band back in ’59! 
No wonder they sounded so real. Small venue packed, wooden floor bar, tables 

and one small window. The key ingredients 
to a good sounding room from the Downchild 
Blues Band Mike Fitzpatrick behind the kit and 
a veteran bassist Gary Latimer along with that 
smoking hot guitarist Larry Goodhand (Rest 
in Peace).  A fitting Sir name for a man who 
lived and breathed the guitar stylings of men 
named King, Rush and Waters. I stayed put 
for 3 blistering sets of some deep Blues and 
loved it all. Of course, there was an encore 
after a room full of cheers, clapping, yelling 
and banging of beer bottles. Mr. Buford got 
everyone’s Mojo Workin’ to a boisterous call 
and response. I was hooked and wanted some 
more, I needed to talk to that doorman to find 
out more.

Dave Leyland was the man and he also ran 
The Poor Folks Deli. Dave started the Saturday 
Blues Matinees in the early nineties. On a slow 

Saturday afternoon at the Deli, Dave accepted an invitation to go to Red Lobster to 
have a bite. While looking out the window there he had a revelation that he would 
much rather be listening to some LIVE Blues at his own establishment. He set out 
to find a Band. The Band he found became know as the Poor Folks Medium Blues 
Band, but they needed a singer. Dave didn’t have to go far for that for it was only 
Two Doors Down from his place on Market Street then which was a Music store. 
Brent Mordue was rehearsing in the basement studio with another band and Dave 
asked him to swing by on a Saturday afternoon and do a few songs. Brent stayed 
on and the matinees grew but there was a problem, it was all men who came back 
every Saturday. Dave knew what he had to do. Acting as the Doorman he would 
stand outside the door and with his friendly smile and mannerisms convince the 
passing ladies to come inside and have a listen which they did and continued to tell 
their friends to return each Saturday. With continued word of mouth musicians and 
fans knew where to party on Saturday afternoons in Brantford.

Enter Smokey Reno, who convinced Dave to hire him and his backing band which 

MUSIC SCENEBSCENE

BRUCE HALL
(Previously published in the Blues Society Newsletter)

MOJO WORKIN’ AT 
POOR FOLKS DELI
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Dave Leyland with Buddy Guy in Chicago taken at a Poor Folks Deli train 
trip in the nineties
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included the amazing drummer for Downchild Blues Band, Michael Fitzpatrick and 
veteran bassist Gary Latimer. With one of Toronto’s premier guitar slingers Larry 
Goodhand on board the bar band was raised to a new level. Smokey didn’t last but 
Larry was well connected to Ontario’s Blues Scene back then and he suggested 
rotating front men every Saturday. The Band became known as the Poor Folks 

Allstars and guests were the 
cream of the crop including Jack 
deKeyzer, Chuck Jackson, Paul 
James, Jerome Godboo, Dutch 
Mason and Mel Brown etc. On 
special occasions musicians 
from Chicago take an afternoon 
gig while on route to a Saturday 
evening show in Toronto. Along 
with Mojo Buford other Muddy 
Waters alumni would appear such 
as Carey Bell, Willy Big Eyes Smith 
and more.

Po’ Fo’ Deli had become a hot 
blues destination in short order and quickly became known as the “Biggest Little 
Party Spot” on the map. Not only Blues matinees but live music 7 days a week 
with bluegrass Mondays, acoustic Tuesdays, open jam Wednesdays and rock on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights. Sunday nights was reserved for one of the 
coolest cover bands I have ever seen, The Swinging Johnsons. Over time Poor 
Folks became a lifestyle choice. The food was fantastic with a big selection of 
domestic and unreal imported beers and Jack Daniels was the choice of the thirsty 

musicians. It became a Cheers where everyone knew your name. There was that 
famous train trip to the Chicago Blues Festival, an indoor Deli Blues Festival and an 
outdoor Festival in Turkey Point including a live band on a big boat. A live recording 
from the Deli put out on cassette to buy and a selection of T Shirts and hats as well. 
The bartenders remembered your name and had your drink poured for you as you 
approached the bar. Dave became 
one heck of a buddy that you 
wanted to visit often.

Dave walked away from his 
beloved Deli in 1999 but he already 
groomed Scotty to take the helm 
of the little bar and guide it to 
a whole new level. Since those 
humble beginnings this small 
establishment that Dave nurtured 
has been the model in Brantford 
and beyond for venues to follow. 
To name a few just in Brantford, 
Two Doors Down, Liquid Lounge, Brandos, The Dogwater, Frankies, Warmingtons, 
Jefferies Lounge and including New Year’s Day with Jack deKeyzer Band and the 
Blues for Soldiers at Gunner Club. 

All owe a huge debt of gratitude to Dave Leyland for bringing the Blues to Brantford 
and for all of us Getting our Mojo Workin’.

Rest in Peace Dave Leyland - Nov13/1944 – Aug 13/ 2019.

🔗  brantfordsymphony.ca 

facebook  Brantford.Symphony 

twitter  BSObrant

On Sunday, February 9th at 1pm, join the 
Brantford Symphony Orchestra for their 
annual Valentine Brunch with Bach at the 
Brantford Polish Hall (154 Pearl St). 

Enjoy a delicious brunch buffet while being 
serenaded by the Odin Quartet. This lively 
string quartet features BSO’s Sam Bisson 
on cello, along with two violin and viola 
players. They have been touring at various 

locations, including the Shaw Festival last 
summer. They were also featured at the 
BSO’s annual Fall Music Crawl in 2018. 
They will be performing music by Bach 
and his Baroque buddies. 

This is a great opportunity to experience 
classical music up close in an intimate 
setting. Last year’s event was a great 
success! Don’t miss out. Get your tickets 
and enjoy some door prizes as well.

Tickets are $45 and are available online at: 
onstagedirect.com/bso or by calling the 
BSO office Mon-Thurs at 519-759-8781.

Valentine Brunch with Bach hosted by the Brantford Symphony Orchestra
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IN BUSINESS, TIME REALLY 
IS MONEY

Most business people are aware of the concept 
“time is money” but how many actually pay 
attention to this idea? It is an important 
concept. You are responsible for the key areas 
of your business such as financial management 
and product development – both of which 
are extremely significant if a business is to 
be successful. Yet too often, an independent 
business owner finds themselves bogged down 
performing chores that should be done by 
employees but are often performed by the “boss.” 
This is because it’s often “easier and faster to do 
the job yourself than explain how it’s done.”  The 
next time the job needs to be done, there is still 
no other person familiar with what needs to be 
done. It is a vicious cycle. You would be surprised 
how many independent business owners are 
trapped in it. 

Making good use of your time does not 
necessarily mean that things get done more 
quickly. What it does mean is that all the 
important tasks get done. Proper management 
of time means spending your energy on a specific 
action which can be taken to achieve better 
results in terms of productivity and profit.  When 
we talk of business owners working on their 
business as opposed to in their business, we are 
talking specifically of taking the time to do this 
planning and training.

There are specific practices that produce good 
results:

Take time to plan and prioritize. Are you in the 
habit of putting things off till “tomorrow” such as 
postponing difficult tasks in favour of completing 
easy jobs? Most often postponing the difficult 

tasks that are the more important ones? Failure 
to do these jobs, particularly within a specific 
time frame, could seriously jeopardize your 
company. 

Stop the chatter. Do you like to feel you are “one 
of the gang?” Do you spend a lot of time talking 
about politics or the most recent sporting event? 
Not only are you misusing your time, but you are 
setting a poor example for your employees.

Organize. Always trying to do everything 
yourself? The end result is bottlenecks and 
confusion? The cure for disorganization is 
planning. Allow yourself sufficient time to gather 
the key facts, consult with those concerned, and 
consider all the options carefully before making 
your decision. 

For assistance with a business loan or advice 
call 519-752-4636.

Enterprise Brant
330 West Street , Unit 10

519.752.4636
enterprisebrant.com

communications@enterprisebrant.com 
Office hours: 8:30 to 4:30, M-F

HANDLING PERSONAL CONDUCT 
THAT AFFECTS THE WORKPLACE
Holiday parties. Social media. An evening out with 
friends.  What do these all have in common with 
the workplace? Conduct.  Specifically, behaviour 
by employees that can be perceived as having, or 
does have, a negative impact on a company or it’s 
employees.

In today’s world, social media posts are a normal 
thing. We keep up with friends and family and hear 
about things going on all over the world, in an instant.  
But this kind of “instant fame” can bring horror stories 
to your workplace.  

Most times, what the Employee does on their own 
time is their own business. But, if the Employer 
can clearly demonstrate the impact, then there is 
much less chance of the disciplined or terminated 
employee being successful in a lawsuit for wrongful 
dismissal.

If one or more of the following are true in your 
circumstance, you have cause for discipline and may 
have grounds for a “just cause” termination.

1. Does the behaviour render the person unable 
to successfully perform their duties? (i.e. 
someone who drives for work loses their 
licence for drunk driving)

2. Does this conduct interfere with the company’s 
ability to manage their workforce or 
operations?

3. Does the conduct lead to a refusal or reluctance 
of other workers to work with this person?

4. Does the conduct harm the general reputation 
of the Employer, their product(s)/service(s) or 
other Employees?

So how does an employer handle these issues?

1. Have a written policy that describes what is 
“acceptable” and “not acceptable” behaviour, 
both on and off duty. Be as specific as possible 
and make sure the employee signs an 

acknowledgement that they have read and 
received the policies. 

2. Particularly important are policies regarding 
the use of social media and company-owned 
technology, and clear definitions of harassment 
and bullying, “disparaging behaviour” (saying 
bad things about the employer or coworkers), 
and who is responsible for public relations.

3. Have a clear disciplinary process that you will 
use to deal with these infractions.  

Supervisors and your management team must use 
and enforce those policies and follow any steps in the 
discipline process consistently with all employees.  

Being able to discipline for off duty conduct hinges 
on the investigation.  Document everything – get 
written statements from affected Employees and/or 
customers, news reports, etc. as needed to support 
the claims being made. .

If your business needs help on these or other 
Human Resources issues, please reach out to us 
for a free half-hour consultation!

 Kissinger HR Services 
519.755.9254 

kissingerhrservices.com

BACKING UP YOUR MEMORIES
As the New Year begins we like to look back on the past 
year and reminisce about what happened.  When we 
look at those pictures on our smart device they reminds 
us of the all the things that happened to us.  We thought 
it would be appropriate to talk about making sure we 
are backing up those pictures and other information on 
our smart devices. 

The simplest way to back up your important pictures 
and information is to use the free cloud storage offered 
by Apple or Google.

Apple iPhone

If you are not already using your iCloud go to Settings 
on your phone and follow these steps:

In Settings – choose Apple ID, log in or set up an iCloud 
account if not already set up. Then choose iCloud – turn 
on the apps you want to use your iCloud account and be 
sure to turn on backup. Your information will then be 
backed up to your iCloud account when your phone is on 
a WiFi network. 

If you need more space the current rates to purchase 
more iCloud space are:

50 GB $1.29/month  |  200 GB $3.99/month 
2 TB $12.99/month

Android Phone 

To set up a Google account on your android phone use 
the following steps.

In Settings – go to Accounts and backup –accounts 
–Add account- Google-Create Account and follow 
instructions. If you already have a gmail account, then 
simply sign in to the account rather than create a new 
account. Once you have set up the Google account to 
sync and checked all the app information you want to 
back up, you are done. 

Google gives you 15 GB free storage and the rates for 
extra are as follows:

100 GB $2.79/month  |  1 TB $ 9.99/month

This way if you have an accident with your phone and it 
is not recoverable you just need to sign in to your iCloud 
or Google account and your information will download 
to the new device. 

In a future article I will let you know how to get a hard 
copy of your data from the cloud so you can delete 
pictures and information to free up space if you do not 
wish to buy more space.

If you have any questions or would like more 
information about cloud backup of your phone contact 
us at CPR Cell Phone Repair.   

 185 King George Road Unit A2 
Brantford 

519.304.3550 
cpr-brantford.com

HUMAN RESOURCES

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

KATHRYN KISSINGER

STEVE & LORRAINE GARNHAM

GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS !

BSCENE IS PROUD TO OFFER ADVICE FROM LOCAL EXPERTS FOR ISSUES IMPORTANT TO YOU. THE ADVICE PROVIDED IS THAT OF THE PARTICIPANT AND IS NOT ENDORSED, NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OPINION OF BSCENE.

POST-CHRISTMAS BLAHS 
The tree has been placed in recycling. We've 
shopped all the great New Year's sales to get 
those tubs that we needed to store our décor 
away nice and neat! Christmas cards are down 
along with the holly and the ivy. 

Now that all the Christmas décor is away we 
can see the walls again and we're not sure we 
like what we see. Whether you are looking to 
buy, sell, invest, or just want a fresh new look 
for 2020, you may want to consider painting 
your home’s interior. Here are a few things to 
consider. You might not be selling your home 
this year but planning for it in the near future is 
never too early! Do you have a child graduating 
this year? Giving birth? Some kiddos going 
from elementary to high school? Whatever the 
life changing event, those are often the events 
that spur us to either upsize, downsize, or 
modify our home. Looking forward to the next 
few years...buying or selling a home may not be 
as far away as you think!

Should you paint?

There are many factors involved in marketing 
and selling your home. You can't control most 
of them. The curb appeal of your home plays 
a big role in the sales process, and it's one of 
the things you can have direct control over.  
You'll never get another chance to make a first 
impression of how your home looks from the 
street. If your home exterior needs new paint, 
potential buyers might not even get out of 

their vehicle to come in and look. Putting fresh 
paint on your home, both outside and inside, is 
usually the one thing you can do that pays off 
the fastest. You'll get more buyers looking, and 
more liking what they see, translating into a 
better chance for a quick offer at a higher price. 
Try to stick with light, neutral colours. These 
seem to resonate best with buyers. A fresh coat 
of a light colour on interior walls will freshen up 
your home and make it more marketable.

Simply put, new paint is usually the most 
profitable improvement you can make when 
getting your home ready for sale. So, unless 
your paint is already in “like new” condition, it 
would be wise to paint.

41 Morton Ave. East 
519.753.3406   

colourshoppeinc.com

HOME

CHRIS SCHMIDT

BUSINESS SERVICES

CYNTHIA SWANSON, CPA CGA
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HEART HEALTH

It is estimated that by 2030, 45-50% of the 
population will have some form of heart disease.  
Although an alarming statistic, you can take 
charge of your health and work with a Licensed 
Naturopathic Doctor to establish a preventative 
strategy which would include: lifestyle, diet and 
nutritional considerations.

Heart disease 

Includes a range of conditions that affect your 
heart such as: blood vessel diseases (coronary 
artery disease); arrhythmias (heart rhythm 
problems).

Risk factors for Heart disease

1. Inactivity

2. Smoking

3. Being overweight

4. Diabetes

5. Family history of Heart disease

6. High cholesterol

7. High Blood pressure

8. Chronic Stress

7. Unhealthy dietary practices

Heart Healthy diet includes:

Whole foods, unprocessed foods, plenty 
of fruits and vegetables (especially berries 
and dark green leafy vegetables); plenty of 
healthy fats (such as olive oil, avocado, nuts/
seeds (especially walnuts), salmon); healthy 
carbohydrates (oats), lean proteins. 

Some foods to avoid:

Processed foods, take-out foods, high sodium, 
refined carbohydrates, soda, high sugar, 
processed meats

Nutritional considerations:

• High quality Omega-3

• Co-Q10

• Taurine

• Vitamin C

• Magnesium

Important lifestyle considerations:

• Exercise

• Yoga/Meditation

• Journalling

Call our office today and book an appointment so 
we can work together to create an individualized 
Heart Healthy program for you!!

Holistic Healing Arts Centre 
274 King George Road,  

Brantford, Ontario
www.ndoc.ca

519-751-3488

EDUCATION
ORGANIZATION – TOP STUDY TIP!
Organization skills are one of the first steps to 
becoming a successful student, helping make learning, 
homework, studying, and life simpler.

Organization includes skills such as sorting, grouping, 
and time management. Habits and routines that 
support organization can eliminate stress, boost 
confidence, and lead to better school performance.

Tips To Get Organized

• Avoid multitasking. One thing at a time.

• Prioritize tasks. Determine what is most 
important or what is due first.

• Write down everything. Make daily lists and 
keep track of schoolwork, extracurricular 
activities, and chores.

• Tidy up. Keep binders and study spaces neat 
and organized.

• Use an agenda. It’s the number one tool to beat 
disorganization and help students succeed.

“Organizing is what you do before you do 
something, so that when you do it, it is not all 
mixed up.” A. A. Milne

Organized Students…

• Waste less time looking for material

• Are able to pay better attention in class

• Are more prepared for projects and tests

• Get better grades

It’s not easy for students to keep track of all the 
things that they’re asked to do in a day. It’s difficult to 
remember every detail, homework, assignments, and 
personal responsibilities.

Organization often reduces stress, and saves time. 
When students learn to prioritize school projects, they 
can figure out what projects are most important so 
they don’t waste time. Organization also helps students 
avoid the danger zone of forgetting about projects or 
leaving studying to the last minute.

Every Oxford Learning student develops organization 
skills that can be used in every subject, in every grade.

Contact us for more information! 

All Ages.  All Grades.  All Subjects.

1084 Rest Acres Road
Paris, ON N3L 0B5

519.209.8099
oxfordlearning.com

paris@oxfordlearning.com

TIFFANY BERE

NATUROPATHIC NEIGHBOUR
DIGITAL MARKETING FOR SMALL 
BUSINESS EXPLAINED
PART 8 - continued from December 2019

3 SOLUTIONS FOR SMALL BUSINESS 
OWNERS

2. CRM - Customer Relationship Management 
(cont'd) 

Text Communication (cont'd)

You can also subscribe to pay as you go plans 
with a minimal monthly fee. It’s routine to see a 
small business spend $300 - $750 a month on 
this. However, if done right, it is usually worth it. 
For instance, if you are a restaurant and send out a 
text for a happy hour promotion the same day, you 
can typically do quite well.

3. Reputation Management

Your online reputation is critical to maintain! This 
mainly has to do with reviews at certain websites, 
such as:

• Yelp
• Facebook
• Google (which has its own star ratings in 

local search)
• Specialized review sites like Realtor.

com, Trip Advisor, etc., depending on your 
business niche

This is all about getting reviews and maintaining 
good ratings for your business.

What are the goals?

You want to ensure you claim your listings on 
all platforms and to identify yourself as the 
business owner for your listings on Yelp, Google, 
Foursquare, etc., as well as any prominent 
specialty review websites in your niche.

You also want to:

• Create a Facebook page for your company
• Encourage reviews on major platforms - 10 

or more

You will need to monitor these reviews sites all the 
time and:

• Read each new review
• Respond to each new review, positive or 

negative
• Ensure 4.5 or higher rating across all 

reviews
• Appeal 'bad/fake' reviews to get them 

removed where possible

So, what's the easiest way to increase your score 
if you only have a 3.7 review? Get more 5-star 
reviews! You can do this by encouraging new 
reviews using your CRM and simply asking for 
them from your satisfied customers.

Continued next month…OR  please feel free to 
contact me for the whole story and/or so that we can 
arrange to meet or talk on the phone.  If you have an 
existing website, I can review it and prepare a detailed 
audit report that covers your overall internet 
presence at no cost to you.

We Bring Your Business To Life On The Internet

Brant Internet Marketing Services 
519-938-0056 

michel.chevalier@pinpointlocal.com 
brantinternetmarketingservices.com

DIGITAL MARKETING

MICHEL CHEVALIER

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

Burgers & Fries  |  Wings  |  Poutine  |  Wraps
Goo’s Delivers

DR. ONKAR SINGH, BSc, N.D. #1060

ARE YOU A
NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERT?

EACH MONTH YOU CAN REACH
THOUSANDS OF BSCENE READERS.

10,000 copies every month 
Available at 450 locations in Brantford, Brant County 

& Six Nations
 

INTERESTED IN BEING OUR NEXT EXPERT?

Contact:   Jason Freeze
226-802-2299  jason@bscene.ca
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20 Roy Blvd. Unit 34 Brantford
�  www.OurKitchenBrantford.ca
�  519.757.6527

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

●  Shared Commercial Kitchen
●  Open 24/7 for Members
●  Expand your Food Business
●  Event Kitchen available
●  Food Shop
   - fresh & frozen meals to go
   - soups, sandwiches
     & specialty items
●  Monthly Night Markets 

Event Kitchen Rental Available

ROXANNE GIRDLESTONE

🔗  ourkitchenbrantford.ca 

facebook  OurKitchenBrantford 

instagram  ourkitchenbrantford 

Our Kitchen Brantford is unique and the only shared 
commercial facility in the area. We are a fully equipped, 
fully certified commercial kitchen available to small 
food businesses. We have dry storage and fridge/freezer 
storage for members. We are open 24/7 so members can 
work at their convenience. 

We have a varied group of members from chefs to 
specialty food makers. Our Chefs do everything from small, 
intimate gatherings to large banquets. They do events 
offsite or here in our Events Kitchen. They also prepare 
meals to-go that we carry In the Our Kitchen Brantford 
Food Shop. 

We have several bakers who make pies, tarts, squares, 
cookies, fudge, chocolate and special occasion cakes. Our 
bakers also do dessert trays for any occasion and do their 
best to accommodate any special requests. We also have 
a baker who makes beautiful gluten free, no refined sugar 
desserts like cheesecake, brownies and cookies. 

We also have many specialty food members. From 
Hungarian cabbage rolls and kifli to Mexican foods like 
burritos, chips and salsa. We have sweet fruit jams in 
many unique flavour combinations to hot and spicy pepper 
jellies. There are BBQ sauces and rubs as well as dried 
soup mixes. One of our members makes Brazilian cheese 
puffs. They are gluten free with 4 cheeses and are sold 
frozen, ready to bake. 

We have members who specialize in beverages. Dairy 
free milks like almond & oat, beautiful loose-leaf teas and 
roasted, ground coffee.  

Our Kitchen Brantford offers cooking classes for adults and 
children. We have instructors who specialize in Mexican, 
Italian and Healthy Eating. Let us know what you would 
like to learn and we will do our best to arrange it. You can 
also rent our Events Kitchen and teach your own class! 

We have different membership levels to suit your needs. 
You can book as much or as little time to suit your needs in 
the commercial kitchen. Our members love the flexibility of 
booking the time that suits them. 

One of the most unique aspects of Our Kitchen Brantford 
is the collaboration between members. Working together 
on events, the pairing of members products to create 
something extra special, sharing ideas and learning from 
the more experienced Chefs who are happy to offer advice 
and tips. Plus we have a Food Shop where the members 
are invited to offer their products for sale. Meals to go, 
lunches, baked goods and lots of food items perfect for gift 
giving. All this under one roof!

so much under one roof at OKB!
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JANUARY 
2020

Visit bscene.ca for more event 
information. 
Submit your events online using our 
convenient submission form! 
Closing date for next edition: JAN 20
Email cancellations & changes to events@bscene.ca

BSCENE
PULL-OUT EVENT GUIDE

BSCENE
PUZZLES
SUDOKU
How To Play:
Complete the grid so each column, row and 3 X 3 box (with bold bor-
ders) contains every number 1 to 9.

Difficulty Level : 1

Used with permission from  http://en.top-sudoku.com

For solution see page 13

SUDOKU SPONSORED BY:

YOUR GUIDE TO 169 EVENTS 
IN BRANTFORD, BRANT & SIX NATIONS.

519-442-3100

Anne L. Sheppard
Broker

Direct  �  519-770-9262
� anne.shep@sympatico.ca

Over 30 Years of Real Estate Experience!
� peakalliance.ca

Visit bscene.ca for complete event information, updates & to submit your own event for free!

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

ONGOING EVENTS

Jan 1 to 17 • Register for Brantford Potters’ Guild Winter Classes brantfordpottersguild.com Education

Wed. Jan. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29  •  Poker Buck’s Tavern 07:00 PM Entertainment

Wed. Jan. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29  •  Open Mike with Trevor Marvelous Lounge 08:00 PM Entertainment

Jan. 2 - Feb. 15  •  From the Hands of Our Ancestors: The Art of Corn Husk Woodland Cultural Centre The Arts

Jan. 2 - Jan. 31 (Mon. - Fri.)  •  Variety of Daily Events Family Gatherings Too 9:00 AM Community (Six Nations)

Thurs. Jan. 2 - April 23  •  Mahjong Club County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 02:00 PM Entertainment

Thurs. Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30  •  Tipsy Thursday - Top 40 DJ Marvelous Lounge 010:00 PM Entertainment

Thurs. Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30  •  Poker Sammy’s Creamery 07:00 PM Entertainment

Fri. Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31  •  Live Bands Marvelous Lounge 010:00 PM Entertainment

Sat. Jan. 4, 11, 18 & 25  •  Poker Manny’s Place 02:00 PM Entertainment

Sat. Jan. 4, 11, 18 & 25  •  Urban Saturdays - Top 40 DJ Marvelous Lounge 010:00 PM Entertainment

Sun. Jan. 5, 12, 19 & 26  •  Singles Socials Dances Brantford Polish Hall 07:00 PM Entertainment

Mon. Jan. 6, 13 & 27  •  Boot Camp @ Dajoh Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 10:00 AM Sports (Six Nations)

Mon. Jan. 6 - April 20 (excluding April 13)  •  Slow Stitching County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 02:15 PM Community

Mon. Jan. 6 - March 23  •  Cooking Bam! Brantwood Community Services Abilities Centre (Entrance #1) 06:00 PM Education

Mon. Jan. 6, 13, 20 & 27  •  Trivia Buck’s Tavern 07:00 PM Entertainment

Mon. Jan. 6 - March 30  •  Trivia Mondays at Gametime Gametime Eatery and Entertainment 07:29 PM Entertainment

Mon. Jan. 6, 13, 20 & 27  •  Spotlight Monday - Top 40 DJ Marvelous Lounge 010:00 PM Entertainment

Tues. Jan. 7, 14, 21 & 28  •  Brantford Fly Tyers and Fly Fishers Brant Rod & Gun Club 06:00 PM Education

Tues. Jan. 7 - Feb. 25  •  FREE Mindfulness Meditation Modo Yoga Brantford 06:00 PM Sports

Tues. Jan. 7 - March 24  •  Music & Movement Brantwood Community Services Abilities Centre (Entrance #1) 06:00 PM Community

Tues. Jan. 7 - May 5  •  Tuesday Night Knitters County of Brant Public Library (Scotland-Oakland) 06:30 PM Community

Tues. Jan. 7, 14, 21 & 28  •  Poker Manny’s Place 07:00 PM Entertainment

Tues. Jan. 7 - March 24  •  Drop In Ladies Volleyball Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 07:30 PM Sports

Tues. Jan. 7, 14, 21 & 28  •  Karaoke with The Sandman Marvelous Lounge 09:00 PM Entertainment

Wed. Jan. 8 - Feb. 26  •  Euchre Club County of Brant Public Library (Scotland-Oakland) 02:00 PM Community

Wed. Jan. 8, 15, 22 & 29  •  Community Skate Exchange Brantford Parks & Recreation Harmony Square Office 04:00 PM Community

Wed. Jan. 8 - March 25  •  Social Club Brantwood Community Services Abilities Centre (Entrance #1) 06:00 PM Community

Wed. Jan. 8 - April 29  •  Casual Knit and Chat County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:30 PM Community

Wed. Jan. 8 - June 24  •  Line Dance Class Harmony United Church 06:30 PM Education

Thurs. Jan. 9 - March 26  •  Paint Night Brantwood Community Services Abilities Centre (Entrance #1) 06:00 PM Education

Fri. Jan. 10 - April 24  •  Keep Calm and Colour On County of Brant Public Library (Scotland-Oakland) 01:00 PM Community

Tues. Jan 14 - Feb. 25  •  Recycle - Cards & Lang Calendar Collection - Plus Grace Anglican Church 9:30 AM Community

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1

New Year’s Day Levee with Trickbag Brant Artillery Gunners Club 11:00 AM Entertainment

Brantford Lights at Glenhyrst Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 06:00 PM Community

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2

Board Game Day Family Gatherings 9:00 AM Community (Six Nations)

Family Skate (Family Gatherings) Gaylord Powless Arena 01:00 PM Sports (Six Nations)

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3

Movie and Pyjama Day Family Gatherings 9:00 AM Community (Six Nations)

Jeff Harding 2 Rivers Restaurant 06:00 PM Entertainment

Loose Change - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall (Lounge) 07:00 PM Entertainment

South Brant Legion Open Mic Jam Royal Canadian Legion Branch 363 (South Brant Legion) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live with Rhapsody Rebels Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4

Character Meet & Greet (The Glass Slipper Company) Telfer Place 01:30 PM Community

Ashley LeBlanc (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

AIM New Year’s Dance AIM Dance Studio 07:30 PM Entertainment

Saturday Night Live with DJ Vibe Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5

South Dumfries Historical Society New Year’s Brunch and Levee St. George Memorial Hall 11:00 AM Community

Blues for Soldier Sundays w Special Guest Chris Chambers Brant Artillery Gunners Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

Centennial Film Series - The Sound of Music Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 03:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, JANUARY 6

Baby New year Foot Prints Family Gatherings 9:00 AM Community (Six Nations)

Digital Desk - Computer Basics - Registration Brant Skills Centre 12:30 PM Education

Spa Night Family Gatherings 05:00 PM Sports (Six Nations)

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7

GROWE Outdoor School REGISTRATION (Jan. 15 - March 11, 3 yr. olds) Five oaks Education and Retreat Centre Education

Dream Catchers Family Gatherings 10:00 AM Education (Six Nations)

Winter Play Family Gatherings 01:00 PM Sports (Six Nations)

Microsoft Word Level 1 (Brant Skills Centre) County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 01:30 PM Education

Winter Science Night Family Gatherings Too 05:00 PM Community (Six Nations)

Green Screen and Gaming County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:00 PM Entertainment

Live Music at A.R.T.C. Adult Recreation Therapy Centre 06:00 PM Entertainment
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HOME INSPECTIONS • NEW HOME WARRANTY 
INFRARED • WETT CERTIFIED • RADON INSPECTIONS 

519.754.6789    CherryHomeInspections.ca

4000 houses in  15 years and counting!

Visit bscene.ca for complete event information, updates & to submit your own event for free!
EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8

Midwinter Sewing Family Gatherings 9:00 AM Education (Six Nations)

Tech Coach Sessions (contact them for appointment) Brant Skills Centre 9:00 AM Education

Smartphone Basics (Brant Skills Centre) County of Brant Public Library (St. George) 01:30 PM Education

Mini Touques Family Gatherings 05:00 PM Community (Six Nations)

Yoga for You (Jan. 8 - Feb. 26) Stirling Montessori School/Yoga Sanctuary 07:00 PM Sports

THUIRSDAY, JANUARY 9

One Book One Brant (beginning Jan. 9, borrow copy of Wherever She Goes) County of Brant Public Library (Paris) Education

Orientation: Starter Company Plus Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC) 9:30 AM Education

Boot Camp @ Dajoh (Family Gatherings) Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 10:00 AM Sports (Six Nations)

Online Photo Storage/Sharing Brant Skills Centre 01:00 PM Education

Stress Relief Toy Family Gatherings 01:00 PM Community (Six Nations)

DIY Bouncy Balls Family Gatherings Too 05:00 PM Entertainment (Six Nations)

Microsoft Excel Level 1 (Brant Skills Centre) County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 05:30 PM Education

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10

QuickBooks Registration (course Wed. & Fri. Jan. 15 to Feb. 28) Brant Skills Centre 9:00 AM Education

Sensory Day Family Gatherings 9:00 AM Community (Six Nations)

Shades of Blue Revue - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall (Lounge) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live with Felicia McMinn Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11

One Year Anniversary Celebration and Open House Brant Mental Health Solutions 10:00 AM Community

Winter Wonderland Princess Ball Brantford Polish Hall 11:00 AM Entertainment

Caleb Turgeon (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Dwayne LaForme’s Boogie Blues w Special Guests Spice’s On Sydenham 02:00 PM Entertainment

Winter Wonderland Princess Ball Brantford Polish Hall 02:30 PM Entertainment

Bounty Enterprises presents ABBAMania Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:30 PM Entertainment

Saturday Night Live with DJ Vibe Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12

Blues for Soldier Sundays w Special Guest Miles Evans Band Brant Artillery Gunners Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, JANUARY 13

Icy Cold Snow Paint Family Gatherings 9:00 AM Community (Six Nations)

Dot Painting Family Gatherings 05:00 PM Community (Six Nations)

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14

Tax Seminar with the Canada Revenue Agency Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC) 10:00 AM Education

Batch Cooking Family Gatherings 12:00 PM Education (Six Nations)

Microsoft Word Level 2 (Brant Skills Centre) County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 01:30 PM Education

DIY Wooden Necklace Family Gatherings Too 05:00 PM Education (Six Nations)

Office in a Flash Registration (course Tues. & Thurs. Jan. 21 - Feb. 13) Brant Skills Centre 05:00 PM Education

Tech Coach Sessions County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 05:00 PM Education

Circa - Humans Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:00 PM Entertainment

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15

GROWE Outdoor School (Wed. Jan. 15 - March 11, for 3 yr. olds) Five Oaks Education and Retreat Centre 8:30 AM Education

Midwinter Sewing Family Gatherings 9:00 AM Education (Six Nations)

Tech Coach Sessions County of Brant Public Library (St. George) 01:00 PM Education

Paint Night Family Gatherings 05:00 PM Community (Six Nations)

Book Club County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 06:30 PM Education

Jonathan Elliot: FREE Screening & Discussion “Her Water Drum” WLU Research Academic Centre, Room RCW002 07:00 PM Education

Paris & District Chamber of Commerce Meet & Greet Learn-to-Curl Event Paris Curling Club 07:30 PM Community

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16

Galaxy Jars Family Gatherings 9:00 AM Community (Six Nations)

Boot Camp @ Dajoh (Family Gatherings) Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 10:00 AM Sports (Six Nations)

Bubble Wrap Art Family Gatherings Too 05:00 PM Community (Six Nations)

Microsoft Excel Level 2 (Brant Skills Centre) County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 05:30 PM Education

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17

Make Your Own Pizza Family Gatherings 11:00 AM Community (Six Nations)

South Brant Legion Open Mic Jam Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Thorn and Roses - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall (Lounge) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live with Geoff Masse Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18

Dave Gardner (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Wings and Fries w Sonny Sinclair Brant Rod and Gun Club 04:00 PM Entertainment

Cabbage Rolls and Cabaret Sydenham-Heritage United Church 05:00 PM Community

Tribute to Ed Sheeran performed by Daniel East Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:30 PM Entertainment

Saturday Night Live with DJ5150 Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19

Blues for Soldier Sundays w Special Guest Sean Pinchin Brant Artillery Gunners Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

Centennial Film Series - Grease Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 03:00 PM Entertainment

ADVERTISING WORKS...   
YOU JUST PROVED IT!

PUT YOUR BUSINESS CARD IN 
FRONT OF THOUSANDS OF EYES!

10,000 copies every month 
Available at 450 locations in Brantford, 

Brant County & Six Nations

Contact:   Jason Freeze

226-802-2299   jason@bscene.ca
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Voice Over Services  
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

●
●
●
●

Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com

yvonne@roundtablepr.com

Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network

of Engaged Community Members

Jason Freeze
jason@bscene.ca     226.802.2299

#BRANTastic NEW YEAR
from the BScene Team

86 Dalhousie St. Brantford
519-304-7090
ninenorth.ca@gmail.com
www.ninenorth.ca
�    �

Visit bscene.ca for complete event information, updates & to submit your own event for free!
EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

MONDAY, JANUARY 20

Super Bouncy Balls Family Gatherings 9:00 AM Community (Six Nations)

Dot Painting Family Gatherings 05:00 PM Community (Six Nations)

Kicking the Mid-Winter Blues (fundraiser for Raw Carrot Soup Enterprise) Stillwaters Plate and Pour, Paris 06:30 PM Community

TUESDAY, JANUARY 21

Workshop: How to Write a Business Plan Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC) 9:00 AM Education

Baby Food Making Family Gatherings 10:00 AM Education (Six Nations)

Workshop: Market Research Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC) 01:00 PM Education

Tech Coach Sessions Brant Skills Centre 01:30 PM Education

Musical Instrument Making Family Gatherings Too 05:00 PM Education (Six Nations)

Kids Can Cook Too Course (Tues. Jan. 21 - Feb. 25) Sweet Isa Catering and Cooking Studio 06:00 PM Education

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22

Midwinter Sewing Family Gatherings 9:00 AM Education (Six Nations)

Science Night Family Gatherings 05:00 PM Community (Six Nations)

Cooking Keto Sweet Isa Catering and Cooking Studio 06:00 PM Education

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23

Baby/Toddler Science Family Gatherings 9:00 AM Community (Six Nations)

Polar Bear Craft Family Gatherings Too 05:00 PM Community (Six Nations)

Tech Coach Sessions County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 05:30 PM Education

Parents Helping Parents Resource Group Brantwood Community Services Abilities Centre (Entrance #1) 06:00 PM Education

Valdy - Celebrating 50 Years Of Touring Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24

Dance Night Brantwood Community Services Abilities Centre (Entrance #1) 06:00 PM Entertainment

Willie and Friends - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall (Lounge) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live with the Grady Bros Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25

Social Saturday: Chinese New Year Craft Family Gatherings Too 9:00 AM Community (Six Nations)

Annual Auction Sale Sydenham-Heritage United Church 9:00 AM Community

Meeting w guest Tarah Brookfield (genealogy) Resource Centre, Ontario Genealogical Society, Brant County 10:00 AM Education

Dwayne LaForme’s Boogie Blues w Special Guests Spice’s On Sydenham 02:00 PM Entertainment

Monique Hunsley (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Saturday Night Live with MixMaker Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26

Blues for Soldier Sundays w Special Guest Steve Grisbrook Brant Artillery Gunners Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

The Brantford COMMUNITY Symphony Orchestra in Concert Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 03:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, JANUARY 27

Hair Day Family Gatherings 9:00 AM Community (Six Nations)

Survivor Series Woodland Cultural Centre 10:00 AM Education

Sensory Play Family Gatherings 05:00 PM Community (Six Nations)

Gathering Place presents “Boy” Gathering Place by the Grand 07:00 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28

Workshop: Marketing and Sales Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC) 9:00 AM Education

Midwinter 101 Family Gatherings 01:00 PM Community (Six Nations)

Workshop: Financial Forecasting Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC) 01:00 PM Education

Winter Tree Art Family Gatherings Too 05:00 PM Community (Six Nations)

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29

Stars & Strollers Family Gatherings 9:00 AM Community (Six Nations)

Language Bingo for Kids Family Gatherings 05:00 PM Community (Six Nations)

Hyprov with Colin Mochrie & Asad Mecci Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30

Silverfox Bingo Family Gatherings 11:00 AM Community (Six Nations)

Valentine’s Butterfly Treat Family Gatherings Too 05:00 PM Community (Six Nations)

FRIDAY, JANUARY 31

Minute to Win It! Family Gatherings 9:00 AM Community (Six Nations)

Legends of the 50’s & 60’s Tribute Show by Celebrity Productions Grace Anglican Church 06:30 PM Entertainment

Sylverado - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall (Lounge) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Gerry Dee: Alone Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live with Fiction Trio Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

FEBRUARY 2020
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4

Brantford Fly Tyers and Fly Fishers Brant Rod & Gun Club 06:00 PM Education

Green Screen and Gaming County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 06:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6

Classic Albums Live performs Fleetwood Mac - Greatest Hits Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7

Brantford Curl for Stroke (Heart & Stroke Foundation) Brant Curling Club 8:30 AM Sports

Open House - Braemar House School email Kristin Pass Dec. 6 9:30 AM Community

South Brant Legion Open Mic Jam Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion) 07:00 PM Entertainment

SOLUTION
to our Sudoku puzzle (Page 11)
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🔗  marriotbrantford.com 

🔗  hamptoninnbrantford.com 

🔗  affinitybrantford.com

Marriott is the world’s leading hotel chain covering 127 
countries with 6500 properties with over 30 different hotel 
names.  

TownePlace Suites by Marriott is offering a new type of 
travel for those travelling. For the confident, extended-
stay traveler who wants to make the best of a long trip, 
TownePlace Suites is the reliable extended-stay brand 

that helps them stay productive and upbeat, with personal 
touches and fun details that convey a sense of calm and 
comfort.

Brantford’s newest hotel, the 100 room all-suite 
TownePlace Suites by Marriott features full size kitchens in 
every room, FREE hot buffet breakfast, indoor salt water 
pool, outdoor lounge patios, BBQ grills.  It is also attached 
to a 10,000 square foot conference centre for meeting and 
events up to 600ppl, plus additional breakout boardrooms.   

Bawa Hospitality shared much success with Hampton 
Inn & Suites by Hilton Brantford, opened in 2009, giving 
corporate and leisure travelers a new and modern option.  
In October 2019, Bawa Hospitality then proudly opened the 
first and only Marriott brand hotel in the city, TownePlace 
Suites Brantford and Conference Centre.  “At Hampton, 
we are the #1 hotel in Brantford for the past 10 years 
among many online guest review channels including:  Trip 
Advisor, Booking.com, Expedia, and Google. Our excellent 
team of staff at Hampton Inn Brantford and TownePlace 
Suites Brantford treat all of our guests like family.  We are 
confident both hotels will be everyone’s first choices when 
travelling to Brantford, Paris, Simcoe and other nearby 
communities,” says Mr. Danny Bawa, President of Bawa 
Hospitality.

The Conference Centre is the largest and most modern 
facility of its kind in Brantford and surrounding areas.  With 

24’ high ceilings and chandeliers, specialized sound & 
audio visual, full bar services, and exclusive red seal chef 
preparing customized menus on site, this makes us the 
first choice for your corporate events and weddings.  Its 
grand entrance and reception area is sure to impress your 
guests and can be utilized for registrations, buffet meal 
displays, cocktail receptions with a full bar, photo booths, 

and more! 

Mention this article to our front desk staff and receive 
10% off our best available guest room rate at both 
hotels and 10% off your hall rental for any of our eleven 
banquet halls. Some restrictions may apply. Valid Until 
February 29, 2020.

20 - 30 Fen Ridge Court, Brantford

H: 519-720-0084     TPS: 519-720-2777

Brantford’s Best Hotels & Conference Centre, All In One location!
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The ALL NEW Marriott TownePlace Suites Brantford and Conference Centre is NOW OPEN!

KRISTIN PASS 
🔗  braemarhouseschool.ca

facebook  BraemarHouseSchool

twitter  @braemaronline

Did you know there is a non-denominational independent school in 
Brantford?  Braemar House School is the proven education choice for 
many families.  As the school has evolved and grown, the founding 
goals remain cornerstones today.  Braemar provides a different 
education opportunity, one that challenges children academically, 
fosters strong character and sparks life-long learning.  Braemar 
offers a caring environment, with small class sizes where children 
can grow and thrive.

We know that our families value what Braemar offers: strong 
academic programming with enriched curriculum (arts, school 
food garden, personal wellbeing and fitness); communication with 
teachers and administration; a school community feeling and 
meaningful parent involvement.  We offer a comprehensive program 
to ensure our students are well-rounded and have been provided 
with the additional opportunities and programming.  This all happens 
in a nurturing and supportive environment.

Here is what one of our current families had to say: “A trusted 

educational experience that will enrich and encourage your child to 
be the best they can be in a safe and loving setting.” 

We know from the C.A.T.4 (Canadian Achievement Test 4) testing 
we conduct in the fall that our students are doing well.  The October 
2019 results show our students in Grades 3-8 are performing: 
1.5 grades above their peer group in Mathematics, Computation 
and Estimation; 1.5 grades above their peer group in the category 
of Writing (Word Analysis, Writing Conventions, Spelling, and 
Vocabulary) and 1.8 grades above their peers in Reading.  We then 
use the detailed analysis per student and class to guide individual 
and group learning plans and strategies for each student/class.  

Curious if Braemar House School is the right fit for your child(ren) 
and family?  Please contact Kristin Pass, Executive Director, to 
arrange a time and come and see the school.

Contact:

Kristin Pass, Executive Director at 519-753-2929 or 
director@braemarhouseschool.ca

Discover Braemar House School
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CHRISTINE MACARTHUR

🔗  brantlibrary.ca 

facebook  brantlibrary 

twitter  @brantlibrary

instagram  brantcountypubliclibrary 

You know us as the library that doesn’t have 
borders … now get to know us as the library 
that doesn’t charge fines! Beginning January 
1, 2020, the County of Brant Public Library 
will no longer charge overdue fines on our 
own library material.  If you haven’t been in 
for a while, come back and see us again. Are 
you a former library lover who has a lingering 
fine on your account? Don’t worry! Come in 
and visit us and we’ll happily waive those 
charges. If it’s been a while since you visited, 
you’ll discover that we lend all sorts of 
things like DVDs, nature backpacks, puzzles, 

games, tech kits, and of course, books! 

We believe that no one should be denied 
access to the resources we have to offer, so 
it’s okay if you keep your book a few more 
days. But we’re still charging fees for lost or 
damaged items, and overdue charges will 
be applied to items that come from other 
libraries (like Toronto or Sudbury) through 
our inter-library loan system. If you have 
questions, one of our friendly librarians will 
be happy to help you out.

Find us online at brantlibrary.ca or better 
yet, visit us in person at any one of our five 
branches in Burford, Glen Morris, Paris, 
Scotland-Oakland or St. George. We can’t 
wait to see you!

NO SHAME. NO BLAME. NO FINES!
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Brantford Farmers’ Market

Open All Winter
Friday Hours: 9:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday Hours: 7:00am - 2:00pm

produce   |   meats   |   cheese
pastries   |   gifts

79 Icomm Drive
519.752.8824

�   BrantfordFarmersMarket
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344 Colborne St. Brantford
�   226.250.3121
�   www.brantfordblooms.com
�   info@brantfordblooms.com

Order your
VALENTINE’S FLOWERS

Now

Happy New Year's

What’s Happening in January at The Sanderson Centre

Centennial Film Series - The Sound of Music 
Sunday January 5 3:00 PM 

Circa - Humans 
Tuesday January 14 7:00 PM

 

Centennial Film Series - Grease 
Sunday January 19 3:00 PM

Valdy - Celebrating 50 Years of Touring
Artist Speaker Series - Main Lobby

Thursday January 23 8:00 PM
 

Hyprov with Colin Mochrie & Asad Mecci
Wednesday January 29 8:00 PM

Visit us online for complete program information & to purchase tickets:

Sanderson Centre Gift Cards 
are a great gift idea!

Available in any denomination.
Visit our Box Office today to 

purchase yours!

Take Out Orders
519.756.6061 or 519.756.6065
10% Discount on Pick Up Orders over $25.00

Fast Home Delivery

Happy New Year

Oriental Restaurant

162-164 Market St. Brantford
www.orientalbrantford.com

� �

As a young photographer in 1969, I managed to 
have the RCA of Canada Record label as a client. 
They kept me busy photographing touring acts that 
came to Canada, or originated here and gold and 
platinum record awards if their products sold well.

In 1972, Ed Preston, the Canadian President of 
RCA came to me with an exciting request. One 
month from the day we spoke he was hosting 
three executives from ELVIS PRESLEY division of 
RCA U.S. and he wanted to show some creative 
independence as the Canadian division selling 
Elvis records. He thought it would be positive 
involvement to have three large images of Elvis 
on the wall behind his desk when the American 
executives arrived to meet.

Elvis was playing in Detroit a week later and I went 
down with full accreditation and passes arranged 
and photographed his show.

When the executives arrived for the meeting Ed 
had three of my photos on the wall behind his desk 
in full view of the executives during the meetings. 
Sure enough the first question they asked Ed, was 

"Where did you get these Ed? Ed replied "I sent my 
guy to Detroit last week, and these are some of 
what he photographed." 

A week after the meetings I got a call from a 
Mr. Molina, from RCA New York, telling me the 
executives, of which he was one, had taken note 
of the photographs. He asked me if I would be 
interested in going on the road with Elvis, and of 
course the answer was yes!

It was a unique opportunity to do several short 
tours and have all access for photography on the 
road. Over 4 years, I photographed 40+ shows in 
this fashion, but in 1976 I had to quit.

Before I left, I was given 50 negatives back from 
the tours. Some of those shots will be on display in 
this Birthday Pop-Up Gallery being created by Mike 
Tutt to showcase Elvis' birthday and highlight some 
exciting arts and entertainment proposals for the 
City of Brantford.

Rock and Roll memories and many other stories 
will prevail. Long live the King!

Elvis’ Birthday –
Photographs of John Rowlands

Mike Tutt presents
ELVIS’ BIRTHDAY

featuring
the photographs of

John Rowlands

Home2 Suites by Hilton
27 Sinclair Blvd. Brantford
OPENING RECEPTION

Wed. Jan. 8, 6:00 - 9:00pm
Optimize Room

Thurs. Jan. 9 & Fri. Jan. 10
10am - 6pm

MIKE TUTT PRESENTS
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ALIJAH WILLIAMS 

🔗  goskip.org

twitter  @goskip

facebook  SKIPBrantford

instagram  @skipbrantford

Christmas was an extremely busy time for us 
as we packed close to 1,000 gift bags for seniors 
and had several schools from Paris, Port Dover 
and Brantford make cards and deliver them to 
seniors. 

For some, it’s a very lonely time, even when 
there’s so much going on. We hope you all had 
a chance to make a difference in someone’s life, 
and hope you’ll continue throughout the year. 
Remember there are many seniors that live 
near you that miss family after Christmas, as 
well as kids that need an elder’s influence. Don’t 

let Christmas end in January! 

As we SKIP into a New Year, we are thrilled 
to partner with the Paris Dominos for our 
fundraiser this quarter. We have enjoyed lots 
of food and want to encourage those who live 
in Paris to support SKIP by ordering your pizza 
online this month. Perhaps it’s an unexpected 
visit with someone, a youth group, senior’s 
euchre or dance group. But whatever the 
occasion, order some pizza and you can help to 
support our programming. 

SKIP into Dominos runs from Jan 27th until the 
30th with half of the pizza sale proceeds going 
toward SKIP. We hope you SKIP into Dominos 
and have an amazing start to 2020!

SKiP INTO THE NEW YEAR!  

Adults and youth (ages 13 and older) need an average of 2,000 calories a day, and children 
(ages 4 to 12) need an average of 1,500 calories a day. However, individual needs vary.

SKIP into

The Senior’s & Kid’s Intergenerational Programs
have been coordinating classroom visits to senior

care facilities in Paris for more than 14yrs.
As a registered charity founded in Brantford,  

our mission is to build an age-friendly community  
by bringing the generations together to share  

life experiences.

Join us in our mission by ordering your Domino’s
and posting your photos on our Facebook page

@skipbrantford with #skipintoDominos
goskip.org

* Delivery charges apply. Premium toppings may be charged extra.

1 Large 4-Topping Pizza 
Cals 250-370 per slice, 8 slices

$1299 Order Code:
SKIP

January 27th - 30th
50% Of All Pizza Sales (PARIS ONLY)  

Go To Support

ONLINE
ONLY!

BALLET JöRGEN'S THE NUTCRACKER
Dec. 8, 2019 • Sanderson Centre, Brantford , ON • D Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS
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Since September I have written 
about the European settlement of 
the St. Lawrence River Valley and 
the lower Great Lakes region and 
covered the arrival of the European 
explorers, their alliances with the 
various Indigenous nations, the 
ceding of Indigenous land to the 
Europeans, the management and 
division of the land, and populating 
the land through the arrival of 
immigrants. 

The early European accounts 
record that the people living in this 
area were the Attawandarons or 
Neutrals. The French called them 
Neutrals because they remained 
neutral during the continuing 
conflicts between the Iroquois to 
the east and the Huron to the north. 
Recollet missionary Father Joseph 

de La Roche Daillon was the first 
European to record contact with 
the Attawandarons in 1626. He 
found 28 villages in the Neutral’s 
territory, with the principal village, 
Kandoucho, located near present 
day Brantford, although the 
interpretation of this record is in 
dispute.

Father Daillon described the 
Grand River Valley as the most 
beautiful place he had seen in all 
his wanderings; a luxuriant valley 
featuring great stands of trees 
of all types, nut trees, fruit trees 
and bushes and plants, and ample 
variety of game, fish, and birds. The 
Neutrals were driven from the area 
in 1651 after being annihilated by 
the Iroquois in their conflict with 
the Huron over the fur trade. Of 

those that 
remained, 
some were 
assimilated 
by the 
Iroquois and 
the others 
migrated 
west to 
Michigan and 
beyond.

The area was 
used by the 
Iroquois as 
an extended 
hunting 
ground and 
remained 
largely 

uninhabited until 1690 when the 
Mississaugas moved into the Grand 
River Valley.

Establishment of the Haldimand 
Tract

Joseph Brant lobbied Frederick 
Haldimand, the Governor of the 
Province of Quebec (which at the 
time included what is now southern 
Ontario) for compensation for the 
Iroquois’ support of the Crown 
and the subsequent loss of their 
land in the Finger Lakes region 
of what is now New York State. 
On 25-October-1784 Haldimand 
granted “to the Mohawks and all 
those that followed,” “a tract of land, 
six miles in depth, on each side of 
the Grand River” from its mouth to 
its source. This was later modified 
to go only as far as the Jones 
Baseline. (See November’s column 
Settlement and Political Division - 
Upper Canada Land Surveys.) This 
land was purchased by the Crown 
from the Mississaugas. This was 
Joseph Brant’s preferred place of 
resettlement for his people.

Brant realised that the Six Nations 
people lacked farming knowledge, 
funds, and the population to occupy 
all the land granted to them so he 
encouraged his European friends 
to move into the area. Brant felt 
the mix of cultures with different 
expertise would work well in their 
new homeland.

Growth of Brantford

In 1832, Captain William Gilkinson 

estimated that the village of 
Brantford had a population of about 
350. In 1837, Anna Jameson, a 
writer, estimated the population 
to be 1,200. Brantford was 
growing rapidly. Regular stage 
coach service through Brantford 
contributed to its population 
growth. There was a daily stage 
coach running between York, 
Brantford, and Niagara and three 
times a week service to Detroit.

Demise of the Haldimand Tract

The Mohawk Village, formally 
established in 1784, was 
uninhabited by 1836. Joseph 
Brant passed away in 1807 and 
John Norton succeeded Brant as 
leader in the Grand River area until 
1822 when he suddenly left. John 
Brant, Joseph’s son, assumed 
the leadership role until his death 
in 1832 from cholera. No strong 
leader emerged after John Brant’s 

FORMATION OF THE COUNTY OF BRANT

Map of the County of Brant showing the former townships and settlements in the County. 
Brantford separated from the County in 1877 when it incorporated as a city. The black lines 
show the boundaries of the Haldimand Tract.   (Source: Map created by the author)

Joseph Brant. (Source: Library of Congress)

JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz

facebook @jjackowetz

County of Brant 
Coat of Arms

(Source: Image courtesy of The County of Brant)



21JANUARY 2020 facebook  twitter  instagram  

passing leaving the Haudenosaunee 
without a strong voice to represent 
them to the colonial government.

One nagging problem that plagued 
the Haudenosaunee was the 
growing number of European 
settlers moving into the Haldimand 
Tract. With a population of about 
2,000, the Haudenosaunee did 
not have the resources to stop 
the settlers from moving in, nor 
was the colonial government able 
to police the Haldimand Tract 
for illegal settlement. In 1841, 
in an attempt to solve the illegal 
settlement problem, the Governor 
convinced the Haudenosaunee to 
surrender their remaining land 
of the Haldimand Tract save for 
the part they chose to occupy as 
a concentrated body as a way to 
insulate the Haudenosaunee from 
the invasion of European settlers.

First Attempt to Establish a 
Separate County

By 1838, the growth of the village 
of Brantford and the area caused 
the inhabitants to petition the 
British government for separate 
county status, to be called the 
County of Brant. At the time, 
Brantford and Brantford Township 
were in the Gore District, County of 
Wentworth and had a population of 
about 5,500. All land transactions 
and court appearances were in 
Hamilton, the county seat. The 
Township of Dumfries, Town 
of Paris, and the Villages of St. 
George and Galt had a population 
of about 7,500. The Township of 
Dumfries was in Halton County. 
Getting title to land recorded at the 
Land Registry Office could take a 
number of days and sometimes as 
long as two or three weeks. In the 
1830s, Hamilton was a seven hour 
journey by road from Brantford. 
Establishing a new county centred 
in Brantford would mean the 
end of travelling to Hamilton 
for land transactions and court 
dates. No action was taken by the 
government regarding the petition.

Establishment of a Separate 
County

In 1851, an act was passed by the 
colonial government to come into 
effect in February 1852 whereby 
certain counties were united 
temporarily for municipal, judicial 
and other purposes. The Counties 
of Wentworth, Halton and Brant 
were united, each having the power 
to elect a provisional municipal 
council. The act further provided 
that "so soon as a court house and 
gaol in any of the counties shall 
have been erected at the county 
town of such county," then the 
Governor-in-Council should have 
the power to issue a proclamation 

dissolving the union 
between such county 
and other associate 
counties.

The County of Brant 
was formed in 1852, 
made up of townships 
from three counties: 
Halton, Wentworth and 
Oxford; and the Town 
of Brantford and the 
Village of Paris. South 
Dumfries township 
was located in Halton 
County. Brantford, 
Onondaga, and 
Tuscarora townships 
were in Wentworth 
County. Burford and 
Oakland townships 
were in Oxford County. 
It was at this time that 
Dumfries Township was 
split between the new 
Brant County (South 
Dumfries) and newly 
formed Waterloo County 
(North Dumfries).

On 15-April-1852, 
representatives from 
the townships, the 
Town of Brantford, and 
the Village of Paris 
met in Brantford to 
organise a provisional 
council for the new 
county. Joseph Duffett 
Clement, the Reeve of 
the Town of Brantford 
was chosen Warden 
of the provisional 
council. The first order 
of business was to 
contract the building 
of the county court 

house and gaol (jail). The 
tender for construction 
by Architect John Turner 
and contractor William 
Sinon was awarded on 
8-May-1852. £5,000 was 
appropriated for this 
purpose.

John Turner was 
Brantford’s most 
influential architect of 

the 19th-century. The court house 
is built in the Greek Revival style. 
The building was enlarged in 1861 
and 1886-87. It is still in use today. 
The jail closed in 2018.

By November 1852, the buildings 
were deemed essentially 
completed. With the requirements 
for establishing a separate county 
completed, the necessary financial 
and other arrangements were made 
for a separation from the united 
counties. The first meeting of the 
council of the County of Brant took 
place on 24-January-1853. While 
Tuscarora Township is within the 
geographical boundaries of Brant 
County it does not fall under the 
County’s jurisdiction except for 
the administration of justice, since 
the township is wholly an Indian 
Reserve. Eliakim Malcolm, the 
Reeve of Oakland Township, was 
elected the first Warden of the 
county.

Sir Frederick Haldimand. Governor of the Province of Quebec between 1778 
and 1784. (Image by Joshua Reynolds, 1778. Image in the Public Domain

HISTORY OF BRANTFORD COURSE
I will be leading a six week course at Laurier Brantford this 
winter about the history of Brantford. The course is part of 
the Laurier Association for Lifelong Learning and is eligible 
for 12 hours towards Laurier’s Lifelong Learning Certificate. 
The course will take place on the Laurier Brantford campus, 
Carnegie Building, CB100 on Wednesday mornings between 
10 AM and noon, beginning 29-January-2020. The course 
runs until 11-March-2020. There is no class on 19-February 
because of reading week. Link to website and registration,

John Norton or Teyoninhokarawen, his Mohawk name, was born in Scotland 
to an English mother and an Englishman of Cherokee descent. John Norton 
was mentored by Joseph Brant and adopted many of his skills. Norton 
supported Brant's efforts to make the new settlement on the Haldimand Tract 
yield more revenues for the Haudenosaunee, especially his plan to lease land 
to settlers to develop it in a mutually beneficial way. Norton’s final years are 
a mystery, his last mention in records was in 1826. (Source: Wikipedia. Image in the 
Public Domain.)

Elaikim Malcolm, Brant County’s first Warden. He was a 
farmer and a miller constructing Scotland’s first sawmill 
in 1848. Malcolm laid out the village of Scotland. Malcolm 
was elected the first reeve of Oakland Township in 1850. 
He championed internal improvements such as the Grand 
River Navigation Company and the Buffalo and Brantford 
Railway. (Source: www.raidersandrebels.com/2014/02/the-fighting-
malcolm-clan.html)

John Turner. The City’s best known architect. Designed the Brant County 
Court House, St. Andrew’s United Church, Wycliffe Hall, Old City Hall, 
Commercial Hotel, Yates Castle, St. Basil’s Church, Central School, and the 
Brantford Cottage - a popular and affordable residential house. He served as 
municipal councillor from 1849 to 1864 and was the village's first fire chief.   
(Image courtesy the Brant Historical Society.)

The History of Brantford - The Beginnings: 
wlu.ca/professional-development/lall/course-offerings.html
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JCI BRANTFORD SANTA CLAUS PARADE
Nov. 30, 2019 • Downtown Brantford, ON • D Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

PARIS SANTA CLAUS PARADE
Dec. 7, 2019 • Downtown Paris, ON

D Jason Freeze
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BRANTFORD LIGHTS AT GLENHYRST
Nov. 29, 2019 • Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant, Brantford, ON 

D Jason Freeze

THE TENORS - GALA PRESENTATION
Dec. 22, 2019 • Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts, 

 Brantford, ON  

D Jason Freeze
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No Plastic 
Bags!

Do not bag your recyclables. 
Please leave items loose and empty 

in your recycling bins.

brantford.ca/Recycling
519-759-4150

Bags!

Do not bag your recyclables. 


