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BScene is a local Entertainment & Community 
Guide, showcasing the #BRANTastic features of 
Brantford, Brant and Six Nations through engaging 
content and with the Best Event Guide in our 
community. 

BScene is distributed free, every month through 
key community partners throughout Brantford, 
Brant and Six Nations. BScene has a local network 
of over 500 distribution points including local 
advertisers, retail outlets, dining establishments, 
and community centres. For a complete list, 
please visit bscene.ca 

As a community paper and forum for sharing 
thoughts and experiences, the views expressed 
in the magazine are not necessarily those of the 
Publisher, Editor, other contributors, advertisers 
or distributors unless otherwise stated. 

BScene is wholly owned and published by Jason 
Freeze. All content © 2019 and all rights to 
distribution are reserved by BScene. 
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The BSCENE paper stays local and supports local endeavours as much as possible.  

Our publication was printed locally at Ricter Web Printer for years. After its closing, 

we chose McLaren Press Graphics in Gravenhurst, a family owned business.  

From there, we distribute locally to many businesses and organizations within our 

grand community. Then at the end of the month, we’ll collect any left over papers 
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Congratulations again to the County of Brant on their recent successes and exciting 
news of being ranked 7th Best Place to Live in Canada!
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A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce

A Family Run
&

Locally Owned Business
for Over 25 Years

Brantford’s ONLY
Same Day Service

Mon. - Wed.  9 - 6 | Thurs.  9 - 8 | Fri.  9 - 6 | Sat.  9:30 - 2

10 King George Road
Home Hardware Plaza
Brantford
519-752-5456
www.optichouse.ca

Largest Selection of High Quality Eyewear 
at Reasonable Prices
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403 Fairview Dr.        519-752-3151        www.strodes.ca    
Specializing in All your BBQ needs!

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

email yvonne@roundtablepr.com

🔗 roundtablepr.com
If you ask for Carl of Carl’s Choice Meats at the Brantford 
Farmers Market, they’ll tell you he’s retired. “Carl hasn’t put 
on an apron for a few years now,” says one young woman 
serving behind the counter on a recent Saturday morning. 
But the tradition of producing quality meat products for area 
customers continues.

Son, Eric Norg now runs the Brant County business, which 
has had a stall at the market for 34 years now. They sell 
quality meat products year-round and have the items people 
traditionally want at Christmas. “We sell fresh turkeys and 
fresh hams, all specialty items for customers to make them 
happy and smile,” said Norg.  

And he says along with fresh products, customer service 
is one of the key ingredients throughout the market. “It’s 
customers coming in, getting looked after, respected and 
getting what they require, the way they require it,” he said.  

Norg says the quality and service keeps them coming back. 
“We have lots of new customers who come into the market 

and we have lots of customers who come back and enjoy our 
service and our products all the time – generations,” he said.  

Norg also stressess people need to pre order to avoid 
disappointment. “It gets extremely busy here at Christmas, 
one of the highlights of the year,” he says.  

The Serendipity by Crafty stall has been providing 
homemade baby clothes, knitted and crocheted toys and other 
items for over a decade. It’s operated by Bob and Nancy Gibson 
and although Nancy has been dealing with health issues for 
the past year, she is again contributing to the ‘crafty’ items that 
have become so popular.

Bob Gibson says a lot of people like to buy their hand towels, 
handmade scrubbies and dish clothes as gifts this time of year. 
“Somebody was here last week from England and they were 
taking them back in their suitcase because they’re light,” he 
said.

Although Nancy’s prolific needlework makes up a large part 
of the merchandise, friend Sheila Hawke makes all of the doll 
clothes for American Girl dolls.

Meantime, Nancy is known for her handmade baby items, 
including blankets and hats. “I just sold a hat this morning for a 
“preemie” that was born, because they were looking for a pink 
hat and she (Nancy) just made one yesterday,” said Gibson.

It all began for the retired couple in their seventies as a hobby, 
before evolving into a business at the market. “It keeps you 
going because if you didn’t have this, you’d just be home 
watching TV or something,” he laughed.  

Hagersville resident Danny Prowse has operated Herbs and 
Things at the Brantford Market for nearly 16 years. And it 
seems they offer as many “things” as it does herbs, including 
eggs, milk and organic milk.

The milk comes from Hewitt’s Dairy in Hagersville, as well as 
Harmony dairy in Toronto. Hewitt’s holiday ice cream flavours 
at Herbs and Things include peppermint stick, eggnog, rum 
and raisin, and Christmas pudding.

But as the name suggests, it all started for Prowse and his late 
wife Darlene with herbs and spices from around the world. 
Fresh thyme, rosemary and cumin as well as pepper varieties 
including red, black, green and orange are all available at 
Herbs and Things.

Prowse buys his herbs and spices from a global importer. 
“People tell me that I’ve got the best spices in town,” he said.

He also has breads and two different types of pretzels as well 
as preserves, “made the old fashioned way” by members of the 
Mennonite community in Ayr.

Pete’s Bake Shop offers traditional Dutch pastries and 

desserts, including their popular giant Speculaas cookies. 

Judith Piets who works behind the market counter at Pete’s, 
says they have a “really good” Christmas cake which freezes 
well. “We have really nice strudels, vanilla slices, sausage rolls, 
squares, tarts, and really good cookies,” she said. They’re all 
made by Pete himself at his bakery in Burgesville. 

There is also fruit cake, rum balls, almond filled raisin bread, 
stollen which is a fruit bread containing almond paste with 
icing sugar, pies, muffins and other typical Dutch fare like;  
almond filled turnovers, almond filled ginger bread, and 
almond sticks.  

Piets admits the Dutch love almonds. “We don’t grow them, but 

we do love them,” she said.  

The Brantford Farmers’ Market at 79 Icomm Drive in Brantford 
features a huge variety of produce, cheese, meats and crafts to 
suit every taste. 

They’re open each Friday from 9am to 5pm and Saturday from 
7am until 2pm and this year, because Christmas falls on a 
Wednesday, they’ll also be open on Christmas Eve Tuesday, 
from 7am until noon. Ordering in advance at this busy time of 
year is strongly advised.

For more info, check out

🔗 brantfordfarmersmarket.ca
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Made to order Christmas fare at 
the Brantford Farmers’ Market

Vendors from throughout the 
region offer quality and variety
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CRUNCH DAY SUCCESS & GIFT WRAP BOOTH KICK-OFF

GISELE BUDGELL

🔗  brantfoodforthought.ca 

2019 CRUNCH DAY SUCCESS

How can schools mix fun with nutrition and raise funds for their 
student nutrition program?  Host a Crunch Day and put the “fun” 
back into “fun”-draising!  This November, twelve (12) schools 
held a fundraising Crunch Day and raised awareness of their 
nutrition program.  Brant Food For Thought supplied bushels 
of fresh apples for students and school staff to purchase an 
apple for a small donation in support of their program.  From 
high energy school assemblies with students “crunching” apples 
simultaneously to baskets of apples distributed to individual 
classrooms, each Crunch Day was unique.  Did you know that 
there are over 7,500 varieties of apples?  Students at Christ The 
King School learned this and other fun apple facts on Crunch 
Day.  Other students designed acoustic apple-themed posters.  
Participating schools raised a grand total of $2,195.25!  Now that’s 
“Crunch-tastic”!  Congratulations to the top 3 winning schools, 
who received a grocery store gift card for their program: Christ 
The King School, Cedarland School and Oakland-Scotland School.

14TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY GIFT WRAP BOOTH KICKS OFF 

From now until December 24th, the annual Holiday Gift Wrap 
Booth is in full swing at the Lynden Park Mall.  Located next 
to Santa, program volunteers are busy wrapping gifts with 

proceeds supporting Brant Food For 
Thought and local universal student 
nutrition programs.  “It’s a win-win 
for the organization and nutrition 
programs,” says Judy Maidment, 
gift wrap organizer and Brant Food 
For Thought Volunteer Coordinator.  
“Student nutrition program volunteers 
contribute their time to help wrap gifts 
and they are remunerated in nutrition 
program dollars equivalent to the time 
they contribute.  We couldn’t operate 
the booth without our volunteers and 
they have a great time helping out.”

Last December, 287 volunteers 

contributed a total of 
1,077 volunteer hours 
to wrap gifts at the 
mall.  Student nutrition 
programs benefitted 
greatly from their 
generous donation of 
time.

Not sure what to 
buy this year?  Give 
the Gift of Nutrition 
this holiday season.  

Donations of $20 or more are eligible for 
a charitable tax receipt.  Brant Food For 
Thought’s online giving portal has lots 
of gift giving ideas. Simply go to www.
canadahelps.org and search our charity 
(Charitable registration number 86102 
1947 RR0001).  Does your business 
host a kid’s holiday party and need help 
with gift wrapping?  Give us a call and 
let us do the wrapping for you.  No gift 
is too small!  Thank you for making 
a difference this holiday season and 
ensuring that children and youth in our 
community are well-nourished and ready 
to learn. 

STEVE BURCHELL

🔗  stevesteas.com 

Tea blending is what sets Steve’s Tea Company 
apart from other tea vendors. In 2018 Steve’s 
Artisan teas were born with the first blend being 
Raspberry Cream Earl Grey. There are now 
over 30 blends with plans for at least another 
30 planned between now and the spring. These 
teas are what sets Steve’s Tea Company apart 
from other stores. Steve’s Artisan teas are all 
small batch hand blended here in Brantford.

While some blending recipes are standards, 
Steve blends several that are his own recipes 
and he uses only Ethical and Fair-Trade blending 
components that are either Organic or Organic 
compliant. Any flavourings that are used are 
also all natural as well as Organic or Organic 
compliant. 

Freshness is maintained by blending small 
batches which means much shorter time spent 
on the shelves. Most of Steve’s blends so far 
have been black teas but he will be adding 
several green and herbal teas in the near future. 
Customers have been a huge influence when 

it comes to some of the new blends either with 
taste tests or even suggesting blends that are now 
available from Steve’s.

Naming these news teas has also become an 
adventure. We have Guns N’ Roses, a Green 
Gunpowder tea blended with Rose petals, Marrakech 
Express which is Steve’s take on the very traditional 
Moroccan mint. Two new teas that will be added 
soon are John Lemon and Sweet Chai O’ Mine. 

If you have any ideas for tea blends or even just 
names let Steve know he is always open to any 
input.

Have a great Christmas and drop and see us for all 
your Christmas Tea gifts also watch for our new 
tearoom in Paris.

Please stop by and look at the over 240 teas that we 
have!

www.stevesteas.com

783 Colborne St East
Unit #2 Brantford.

From all of us at
Steve's Tea Company

steve@stevesteas.com
519-755-0177

Drop in for
Your Christmas Teas

Merry
Christmas

GETTING TOP QUALITY TEA  IN  BRANTFORD

Ph
ot

o 
st

ev
es

te
as

.c
om

Su
bm

itt
ed

 p
ho

to
.



5DECEMBER 2019 facebook  twitter  instagram  

DELICIOUS MADE EASY

48 Main St. S. St. George
519.754.8808
www.sweetisa.com

• Daily Lunches
• Corporate Events
• Catering
• Cooking Classes
• Intimate Venue

Sweet Isa Catering
& Cooking Studio

JASON FREEZE

twitter  @Jason Freeze

facebook   jason.freeze

   🔗   BScene.ca 

Our Kitchen Brantford has been an exciting addition to our community. If you haven’t heard 
yet, they are a collection of chefs, bakers and overall great food makers that create their 
meals and unique foods inside of this shared kitchen space. 

The project was the brain-child of Cathy Ferrar who owns The Jelly Girls. After having to 
continually seek out kitchen space and then keep carrying everything back and forth, she 
decided she needed a kitchen to call home. So she created Our Kitchen Brantford to help 
local chefs and entrepreneurs by giving them that ‘home base’ feeling. 

And within the short time that they’ve been open, Our 
Kitchen Brantford has seen lots of success as well as shared 
in many successes with their members. By having a place 
to call home, their members have been able to step up their 
businesses and have a better chance to prosper and grow. 

Cathy told me about Candace of Bistro Vie, who has 
expanded so much that she now needs her own place. She 
is looking at reopening a restaurant in Dundas, but will 
still be working with OKB and will offer pick up of her food 
for our community. Another business called Move Free 
Beverages has also been able to grow and expand their 
operations. So much so, that they are opening their own 
place too! 

Cathy is also happy for the many members that have been able to call OKB their home. 
Chef Tom Hall of White Rabbit and Chef Jeulz are just a couple of the members that have 
joined the group and created a wonderful atmosphere of creativity and food. 

With all this success and exciting happenings, its hard to imagine that anything else can 
go on, but they still want to do more! The group is always excited to gain new members 
and they want to start expanding into providing more instruction classes and seminars. 
Instructors and classes are in high demand lately and OKB wants to offer more classes for 
kids, adults, groups, and organizations. 

Cathy also wants to remind people that the Kitchen is not just about chefs or professionals. 
Everyone is welcome in her kitchen! And the space up front is perfect for parties, get-
togethers, cooking nights and other fun activities. They’ve had great successes with ladies 
groups, a book launch, paint nights, and everything in between. 

Since they’ve opened, many of the members have joined together in showcasing their 
talents during the monthly Night Market events too. For the first Friday of each month, 
guests are welcomed into the Kitchen to taste and savour some delicious foods and treats 
created by the members. And many people have also enjoyed the lunch foods they offer on 
a regular basis as well. 

With Christmas and the Holidays just around the corner, everyone is gearing up to provide 
some great foods for the Holiday Season! People are encouraged to come in and order right 
away. Otherwise, you can connect with them online through their website and Facebook 
account. So if you’re looking for some great local treats and foods, or even someone to 
cater your event, make sure to get in touch with Our Kitchen Brantford. On top of this, if 
you’re looking for a great space to host your Holiday events, come out and have a fun party 
in the Kitchen! 

Cathy is certainly excited to have the community come out and enjoy the Kitchen. Whether 
you’re a baker, chef, party host, or connoisseur of tasty foods, Our Kitchen Brantford is the 
place to be. So make sure to stop by and join in the local success of this amazing kitchen 
experience. 

For more information you can visit them at 20 Roy Blvd, Unit 34 or check them out online at 
www.ourkitchenbrantford.ca.    

 🔗  ourkitchenbrantford.ca  

 facebook  OurKitchenBrantford    Instagram  ourkitchenbrantford

 ,  20 Roy Blvd., Unit 34, Brantford  telephone  519.757.6527

FOOD SCENEBSCENE
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20 Roy Blvd. Unit 34
Brantford
�  ourkitchenbrantford.ca
�   �  OurKitchenBrantford

Classes  |  Events
Order Delicious Food for Thanksgiving & Christmas

Become a Member at our Commercial Shared Kitchen
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🔗 sultansofstring.com 

As winter crests and the mercury falls, everyone 
from your taxi driver to the music supervisor at the 
mall starts running timeless hits like "Jingle Bells" 
and "Silent Night." 

But on Friday, December 13th, 3x JUNO nom/3x 
Canadian Folk Music Award winning ambassadors 
of musical diversity, Sultans of String, will 
bring their genre-hopping musical sleigh ride, 
"Christmas Caravan" to Brantford with a much-
anticipated stop at the Sanderson Centre. 

Christmas Caravan isn’t your typical holiday show. 
You may recognize a few titles but you’ve never 
experienced seasonal music quite like this before. 
Their companion Christmas Caravan album hit the 
New York Times Hits List and #6 on Billboard's 
World Music Charts. "We wanted to make a real 
contribution to the Christmas repertoire, and 
hopefully create some new standards,” says 
bandleader/violinist Chris McKhool. "And while this 
is a Christmas album, it is approached from the 
perspective of a world-music band. We explored 
diverse genres, from Quebecois fiddle tunes to 
collaborating with a traditional Turkish string 
ensemble, and jump around from the classic sounds 
of the Andrews Sisters, to a Himalayan sleigh ride, 

African roots music, Gypsy-jazz, rumba flamenco, 
and ska." 

Their holiday cheer, global grooves and goodwill are 
part of the band’s Christmas Caravan fundraising 
tour (for UNHCR https://fundraise.unhcr.ca/
sultansofstring). 

“Helping refugees is a cause we care about deeply 
because more than 67 million refugees worldwide 
are in desperate need of our support. They have 
every right to live a safe and dignified life as much 
as we do,” says bandleader/violinist and Queens 
Diamond Jubilee recipient Chris McKhool. “By 
supporting our tour and partnership with the 
UNHCR, you are providing life-saving assistance to 
refugees all over the world.”

These efforts are part of Sultans of String’s global 
vision to unite countries, cultures and traditions 
through the international language of music. 
McKhool explains "My parents are from Lebanese 
and Egyptian backgrounds, and also celebrated 
Christmas in the home. So Christmas songs as well 
as music from around the globe were always part 
of my upbringing. With this record and show, we 
created the spiritual Christmas songs I have always 
wanted to hear and perform that honoured this 
tradition, as well as diverse cultures.

Special guests joining the band are guest vocalists 

Rebecca Campbell (Jane Siberry, Lynn Miles), Donné 
Roberts (JUNO winning African Guitar Summit), 
Indigenous Elder Shannon Thunderbird, and 
acclaimed instrumentalist Ken Whiteley.

WHEN: Sunday, December 15, 2019 - 7:00pm

WHERE:  Sanderson Centre for the Performing 
Arts, 88 Dalhousie St, Brantford ON, N3T 2J2

TIX/INFO:  $40, 519-758-8090,  
https://tinyurl.com/yyqpdc9f  

Sultans of String celebrates Christmas at the Sanderson Centre
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🔗  brantfordsymphony.ca 

facebook  Brantford.Symphony 

twitter  BSObrant

On Saturday, December 7th at 7:30pm, come to 
the Sanderson Centre for some musical fun to 
start your holiday season. You will be treated 
to all your favourite 
Christmas seasonal songs, 
from “Chestnuts roasting 
on an open fire” to the 
“Nutcracker,” from “Silent 
Night” to “Jingle Bells,” 
and everything in between. 
Snappy arrangements, 
a big, full professional 
orchestra, an energetic and 
cheerful “Maestro,” and the 
incomparable acoustics 
of the Sanderson Centre 
will leave you geared up and ready for all your 
Christmas cheer!

Make sure to bring your bells! Wrist bells, sleigh 
bells, cow bells, phone bells, dinner bells…

whatever rings your bell, bring it along. There 
will be some bells available for sale in the lobby. 
The audience will be ringing their bells instead 
of clapping but clapping and cheering is fine too! 
Everyone will get a chance to ring along with the 
orchestra during the playing of “Carol of the Bells!”

Tickets are $40 & $45 for adults, $20 for students, 
and children and elementary students are FREE. 
Bring the whole family and get into the Christmas 
spirit! Tickets are available at the Sanderson 
Centre box office 12-5pm (Mon-Sat) or by calling 

519-758-8090.

Stop by our table 
in the lobby and 
purchase tickets to 
our annual Valentine 
Brunch with Bach on 
Feb. 9th. These make 
great Christmas gifts! 
Tickets are $45 and 
include a buffet brunch 
and live performance 
of BSO musicians at 
the Brantford Polish 

Hall. Tickets can also be purchased online at: 
onstagedirect.com/bso.

MORE CHRISTMAS BELLS Join the Brantford Symphony Orchestra for their annual 
Christmas Concert on Dec. 7th  at the Sanderson Centre!



7DECEMBER 2019 facebook  twitter  instagram  

Around this time last year, I spoke with Cody James Wood about his solo 
career. This year he has settled into a full band with Justin Martyniuk (bass), 
Qly Howley (drums) and Cory Mercer (guitar/vocals). From where I stand 
it’s been quite the success! Three Legged Horse has not only become 
proficient at bringing Roots Rock and Country back to the Brantford bar 
scene, but also putting a driving force behind the already stellar original 
music of Cody James Wood. 

It was this very thing that I wanted 
to discuss with Wood during our 
interview. How exactly does it work, 
bringing your own music to a group of 
talented and creative musicians? After 
talking with so many musicians in the 
past this seems as though it can be a 
tricky endeavour. Who has what level 
say in what and when. The infamous 
power struggle of rock and roll. 
Seems as though Wood is able to keep 
things on the even keel with his even 
temperament, desire for the collective 
and a healthy dose of humour. 

What’s it like bringing your original 
songs to a full band?

How do I say this without sounding like 
a dictatorship [laughs]

I imagine it kinda is to an extent 
no?

To an extent, but I am open to other 
ideas. Like with Mercer we brought in some of his originals and some really 
good covers that he does like “Sweet Carolina.” And then when you bring 
in the solo stuff I do to a full band, it opens up the song more. It allows for 
more free play within it. I can do a lot more of the lead stuff, or focus more 
on singing than guitar, so it just makes it more fun. It’s not just mundane as 
sitting there with an acoustic guitar all the time. It’s a little more “showy” for 
lack of a better term. 

But I try to make it so it’s not like that. I try to make it so it's not like ya 
know, “The Cody Show.” Everyone brings their own influence to things. Like 
Justin brings a workingman's perspective to the band. He's committed, 
dedicated and works hard. And it shows in his playing! Qly, by nature, he 
was a metal drummer. I met him back in The Ford Plant days. When I was 
in a Prog band he was in an almost like a rival metal band. He used to end 

up on the same bill a lot of the 
time. He was playing guitar 
then I didn’t even know he could 
play drums. He comes from a very double 
kick heavy background, and now I have him playing country. 
[laughs]… Real Country [laughs]. 

Is it more gratifying working with a band?

I think so. I find it more fun. It’s more 
rewarding, not financially, but personally. 
It’s easier to let loose on stage when you 
have three other guys having fun with 
you. It’s easier to relax about it. It’s still a 
lot of work. There’s still the business end 
to things. That's the thing with being a 
successful band you bridge that fine line. 
You gotta have so much business mind 
and so much creative camaraderie. So it’s 
walking a tight rope.

This is their band as well. That’s how I 
wanted it to be, a collective vehicle for the 
guys to bring in their creativity. That’s why 
I asked Cory to play because he’s a singer-
songwriter like myself. He can bring in a 
lot and they fit the style. It’s a vehicle for 
him to have a band behind his stuff too. 
We haven’t done it yet but I do want to 
start writing with Qly and Justin as well. 
So far it’s been kinda here's our songs, but 
I wanna change that and be more unified… 

more collective. It’s not a total autocracy. 

Seeing a band that can work well together and enjoy doing it always 
translates on stage. The music sounds so much better when you can look 
up and see musicians smiling that telltale smile of approval at each other. 
It’s as though they are able to fuse together and create not just music 
together but one collective intimate experience that we as music fans are 
so privileged to be a part of. If you are looking for a band to rock your socks 
off and make ya sing your heart out to your new favourite song, while your 
girlfriend dances the night away, this is it. 

Follow Three Legged Horse on Facebook and Instagram for upcoming gigs.

     facebook  ThreeLeggedHorseBand    Instagram  ThreeLeggedHorseBand

MUSIC SCENEBSCENE

HEIDI HOPF
facebook  HeidiHopfJournalism

METAMORPHOSIS FROM SOLO TO BAND
WITH CODY JAMES WOOD OF 
THREE LEGGED HORSE
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PLANNING BEFORE A  
BUSINESS LOAN

There are many things you need to consider before 
you move ahead with an application for a business 
loan. First and foremost:

• What is your business objective? 

• How much will it cost?

• Why do you need to do it? 

Having satisfied those essentials, the questions 
get down to the mechanics of the loan. How large a 
loan will be required, and when will it be needed? As 
written several times now, a business plan will help 
PLAN for your business growth and/or transition. 

These are other questions you will need to answer:

Will funds from internal sources be available? 

How will the loan be repaid?

What length of time for payback will be required? 

What will be the benefits of the investment? This 
could be increased sales or reduced debt, increased 
cashflow, etc.

What facts do you have to support this analysis? 
Do your financial statements provide up-to-date 
information about the business? Have you supplied 
your lender with sufficient background information 
about your business? And, what collateral security is 
being offered?

Needless to say, your lender is going to be far 
more impressed if you can answer these questions 
and show that you have a well thought out plan. 
Business people who are not prepared can make 
potential investors nervous. Once you are passed 
the preceding hurdles, there is still the question of 
what kind of financing you require. Essentially, loans 
can be grouped into 2 categories operating and 

term. Operating loans provide flexible short-term 
financing for day-to-day operating costs. These can 
include overhead accounts receivable and inventory 
among them.

Term loans, by the very name, imply a fixed period 
of time. These are used to finance a variety of capital 
expenditures such as the purchase of machinery or 
equipment, the renovation or expansion of facilities, 
or the acquisition of land and/or buildings. It is not 
essential that you know precisely what kind of loan 
you acquire – your lender is likely the best judge - it 
is far more important that you understand the kind 
of financing available.

For assistance with a business loan or advice 
call 519-752-4636. 

Enterprise Brant
330 West Street , Unit 10

519.752.4636
enterprisebrant.com

communications@enterprisebrant.com 
Office hours: 8:30 to 4:30, M-F

DO YOU HAVE A POLICY FOR 
THAT?
If you don’t, you should.  How often have you 
heard a manager or employee say, “they are 
supposed to know that!” or, “I didn’t know 
that…”  If your workplace does not have a 
formal written policy on “that,” how can you 
be sure that the person is aware that they are 
doing something wrong?

When an employer wants to enforce workplace 
disciplinary action, the first rule is to be sure 
that the employees know what the rules are.  
Make sure all employees including managers 
review and sign off on the policy manual(s) that 
apply to them.  Employees need to be aware 
of workplace policies, but they also need to 
be told what their job duties are, and it should 
be in writing.  If you don’t give your employee 
a proper job description, they can’t be held 
accountable for “not meeting expectations.”

Workplaces need policies specific to managers 
that deal with privacy, conduct and other 
issues. While they are “employees” of the 
organization and therefore held to the same 
standards as employees, managers have an 
implied obligation to act impartially and with 
integrity.  There should be clear policies on 
how and when they will respond to employee 
inquiries/complaints, not just for harassment 
but also pay and scheduling inquiries, job 
rotation/duties, and so on.  

If your managers go on vacation and are 
responsible to do things such as find their own 
“coverage” or to ensure that key things like 
payroll are completed and staff know whether 
or not to report to work on “bad weather 
days” then you need to ensure that there is a 
workplace policy on that, and the manager 
is aware of and signed off on the policy 

acknowledgement.

Management cannot just “assume” that a new 
worker has been told everything they need 
to know about the job and the workplace, 
particularly if there are jobs that happen 
infrequently (like only once or twice a year) or 
are not performed by the “trainer” that may be 
unintentionally overlooked.  

It is not enough to just have the policy written 
and sitting in a binder or on a hard drive 
somewhere.  Make sure that the policy is 
“administered” each day by following the 
standards and using the remedial actions 
provided in a consistent manner.  

These actions will help protect your 
organization from expensive and complicated 
lawsuits.

If your business needs help on these or other 
Human Resources issues, please reach out to us 
for a free half-hour consultation!

 Kissinger HR Services 
519.755.9254 

kissingerhrservices.com

FRESHSTART™ SERVICE
A couple of months ago, I wrote about Windows 7 
support from Microsoft coming to an end in January. 
This month I would like to talk about a service that 
we offer at our store that will improve older models 
computer performance and upgrade the computer to 
windows 10 without having buy a new computer. 

If you can answer yes to the following three questions:

1. Does your windows PC power on?
2. Does your computer have physical damage? (that 

prevents it from working)
3. Is your computer a desktop or laptop? 

Your computer is compatible for a FreshStart™ 

FreshStart™ not only fully automates upgrades to 
Windows 10, it also offers a simple, low-cost upgrade to 
higher performance and more durable SSDs. 

A FreshStart™ Service includes:

•  A Fully Automated SSD drive Upgrade
•  A Fully Automated Windows 7 to 10 Upgrade
•  A clean new Windows OS and other software 

installed
•  A full ESET Virus scan
•  Comprehensive & Secure file transfer
•  All Files, Setting and Favorites in the same 

place on the new drive
•  All bloatware, malware, and viruses 100% 

gone
•  The old drive returned unaltered for use as a 

backup
•  A Satisfaction Guarantee

•  Same Day Service Available
The cost for the service is $179 plus HST.  (Includes a 
256 GB SSD larger SSDs would be at an extra charge)

Over 30% of the more that 300 million Windows PC 
owners in North America are still running Windows 
7.  As of January 14, 2020 Windows 7 goes to end 
of life. If you are one of those owners or you know 
someone in this situation call or come see us at CPR 
Cell Phone Repair Brantford to learn more about a 
truly comprehensive service to upgrade your computer 
without having to buy a new computer.  CPR Cell Phone 
Repair is a FreshStart™ partner. If you want more 
information about FreshStart™ go to  cyber-spa.com.  

 185 King George Road Unit A2 
Brantford 

519.304.3550 
cpr-brantford.com

HUMAN RESOURCES

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

KATHRYN KISSINGER

STEVE & LORRAINE GARNHAM

GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS !

BSCENE IS PROUD TO OFFER ADVICE FROM LOCAL EXPERTS FOR ISSUES IMPORTANT TO YOU. THE ADVICE PROVIDED IS THAT OF THE PARTICIPANT AND IS NOT ENDORSED, NOR DOES IT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE OPINION OF BSCENE.

5 TIPS TO PREPARE YOUR HOME 
FOR CHRISTMAS 
Christmas is on the way! This time of year is all about 
time at home with family and friends. If you are more 
than a little house proud, you will currently be in the 
midst of preparing your home for the holiday season. 
To make your life easier, and to help you stop your 
panic attacks, here are five tips to prepare your home 
for Christmas:

1) Start early

The sooner you can start planning, preparing and 
perfecting your home for the festive season, the 
better. Start making lists of everything you need to 
do before December 25th - home improvements, gift 
ideas, decorations, and menus. This will help you to 
structure the preparations!

2) De-Clutter & Spring Clean

Before you start buying things for the home 
(decorations, gifts, food & drink, etc.) make plenty 
of room. De-clutter your home, cupboards, fridge, 
storage spaces and garage. The old saying “out 
with the old and in with the new” is important for 
Christmas time. Use this time of year to throw 
out garbage, clear out closets and prepare for the 
oncoming clutter!

3) Colour Scheme & Finishing DIY Projects

Before you go out to buy decorations and/or home 
renovation materials, make some initial decisions on 
budget, the look you want to achieve, and your colour 
scheme. Button up any DIY renovations and finish 
those projects that require that last 10% to make it 
complete. Looking to change your wall colour? Take 
into account the current furniture and floor colours. 

We are always here to help you make the right 
decisions for your home.

4) Make it a Family Affair

The best way to escape the stress of Christmas house 
preparation is to involve others. Delegate jobs to 
friends and family members. This will not only help 
lighten the load for you, but will make the whole 
process more enjoyable! 

5) Relax & Enjoy

Christmas is a busy time and nothing is ever going 
to go perfectly to plan. Try not to take anything too 
seriously, if the tree doesn't look picture perfect or 
the food takes a little longer than expected, don't let it 
ruin the day and enjoy the well-deserved time out. 

41 Morton Ave. East 
519.753.3406   

colourshoppeinc.com

HOME

CHRIS SCHMIDT

BUSINESS SERVICES

CYNTHIA SWANSON, CPA CGA
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UNDERSTANDING TRADITIONAL 
CHINESE MEDICINE & ACUPUNCTURE

What is the Traditional Chinese Medicine?

Traditional Chinese Medicine is an ancient form 
of understanding and healing the body.  It is 
based on balance, harmony and energy.  The 
central idea behind TCM is qi (pronounced chi) 
energy, which is our life energy that we all have 
running through us.  There are many different 
types of qi energy all of which need to be in 
balance for a continued healthy state.  When qi 
is not flowing properly disease can occur.  TCM 
focuses on ways to promote and maintain the 
flow of qi via the use of: acupuncture, cupping, 
Chinese herbs, meditation, tai chi, and diet.

What is acupuncture?

Acupuncture taps into this qi energy using very 
thin needles.  Qi runs along lines of energy in 
the body referred to as meridians.  There are 
12 main meridians throughout the body and 
each one is associated with a different organ 
system.  After determining how an organ system 
is out of balance, we use acupuncture needles 
to increase or decrease energy to that system.  
From a western perspective, acupuncture points 
are in line with blood vessels and nerves and 
improve blood flow and nerve conduction.  Many 
people are fearful of acupuncture imagining it 
will be painful, however it is quite comfortable 
and can be very relaxing.

Why might I consider TCM and acupuncture 
for my health?

One of the most common reasons I use 
acupuncture in my practice is for pain relief.  I 
have seen great improvement with joint pain 
due to arthritis or overuse, healing from injuries 
and migraine relief.  Because the treatments can 
be so relaxing, I will often use acupuncture for 
insomnia, stress relief, hormone balancing, and 
even for quitting smoking.

If you have ever been curious about TCM or 
acupuncture, I invite you to visit me at Holistic 
Healing Arts.   We pride ourselves on providing 
high-quality naturopathic care in a relaxed and 
healing environment.

Holistic Healing Arts Centre 
274 King George Road,  

Brantford, Ontario 

www.ndoc.ca 519-751-3488

EDUCATION
LEARN TO LOVE WRITING!
Writing – it’s an important form of communication and a 
key part of education.

In today’s technology-driven world, kids aren’t given 
many opportunities to practice and improve their ability 
to write. Often modern communication, such as texting, 
can have a negative impact on more formal, written 
communication.

Even in the age of technology, there are still plenty of 
times when putting pen to paper is needed, such as 
when writing an essay portion of an exam.

Writing is an important life-long skill. Developing strong 
writing habits from an early age sets the stage for 
ease in written communication as students progress in 
school and in life.

FUN FACT

Writing isn’t just required for school. Writing 
is an activity that has been shown to have 
numerous benefits to the brain and the 
body. Writing can relieve stress, deepen 
creativity, boost memory, improve feelings, 
and help students experience gratitude.

Improved Writing Skills Help Students
• Decrease school stress

• Boost comprehension

• Clearly express ideas

• Get better grades

Tips To Build Better Writing Skills
• Rough drafts help students organize thoughts 

and develop a clear picture of the subject 
matter.

• Regular writing leads to increased grammar, 
sentence structure, and paragraph format 
comprehension.

• Write once and revise often. Writing is tough. 
Even professionals make several drafts!

• Motivation matters. Boost writing enthusiasm 
by selecting topics of interest to write about.

• Reading a variety of formats helps students 

develop an understanding of different writing 
styles.

Students develop stronger writing skills in every grade 
by organizing ideas and thoughts, using stronger 
vocabulary, and learning the basics of editing and self-
review. 

Strong writing skills help students sort out their 
thoughts and ideas and make thinking and 
communication clearer.

Oxford Learning students learn the basic elements 
of effective writing, from simple sentence structure 
to complex paragraphs. Programs are designed to 
give students a strong base in grammar rules while 
enhancing writing and vocabulary skills. Students also 
learn effective strategies for school writing assignments 
such as book reports, research reports, poster board 
presentations, creating jot notes, and speeches.

Contact us for more information! 
All Ages.  All Grades.  All Subjects.

1084 Rest Acres Road
Paris, ON N3L 0B5

519.209.8099
oxfordlearning.com

paris@oxfordlearning.com

TIFFANY BERE

NATUROPATHIC NEIGHBOUR

DR. MARY-LEAH ALBANO, nd

DIGITAL MARKETING FOR SMALL 
BUSINESS EXPLAINED
PART 7 - continued from November 2019

3 SOLUTIONS FOR SMALL BUSINESS 
OWNERS

2. CRM - Customer Relationship Management 
(cont'd) 

Using Autoresponders

Autoresponders are email list systems. They store 
your customer information and you can send them 
emails such as promotions.

There are many autoresponders on the market, 
such as:

• Aweber

• GetResponse

• Mailchimp

Autoresponders don’t just allow you to store a 
customer’s email and allow you to send them 
emails. You can also send them chains and 
sequences of emails.

For example, when your customer has just been 
added, you could send out an email sequence that 
says “Could you leave a review?” Five days later 
you can automatically send out an email for a 
coupon on their next purchase or service with you. 
Most email systems allow you to send sequences 
based on when they joined your list, on certain 
specific dates or times of the week, and if they 
trigger a certain event such as clicking a button in 
your email.

Of course, all allow you to send out a broadcast, 
such as a monthly newsletter or flash sale.

Text Communication

You can do the same thing with text as you do with 
email autoresponders. This means you can send 
automated sequences or an ad-hoc broadcast. 
Some good text services include:

• Clicksend

• EZ Texting

• Chomp SMS

These tools can be expensive, and while there are 
a couple of 'free' services out there, most start out 
as free and then move to paid if you send a certain 
amount. Unfortunately, a lot of them have bad 
delivery rates and are leveraged by spammers and 
bad actors.

Continued next month…OR  please feel free 
to contact me for the whole story and/or so that 
we can arrange to meet or talk on the phone.  If 
you have an existing website, I can review it and 
prepare a detailed audit report that covers your 
overall internet presence at no cost to you.

We Bring Your Business To Life On 
The Internet

Brant Internet Marketing Services 
519-938-0056 

michel.chevalier@pinpointlocal.com 
brantinternetmarketingservices.com

DIGITAL MARKETING

MICHEL CHEVALIER

�  www.businessresourcecentre.ca
1 Market Square, Suite 201 Brantford
�  519-756-4269
�  brc@brantford.ca

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
from EVERYONE at the 

SOLUTION to our Sudoku puzzle (Page 11)
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ELFIS & THE ROCKIN' ELVES SAVE CHRISTMAS
Nov. 16, 2019 • Brantford Polish Hall, Brantford , ON • D Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

ARCADY • THERE'S A SONG IN THE AIR 
Nov. 23, 2019 • St. Andrews United Church, Brantford, ON

D Jason Freeze
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2019

Visit bscene.ca for more event 
information. 
Submit your events online using our 
convenient submission form! 
Closing date for next edition: DEC 20
Email cancellations & changes to events@bscene.ca

BSCENE
PULL-OUT EVENT GUIDE

BSCENE
PUZZLES
SUDOKU
How To Play:
Complete the grid so each column, row and 3 X 3 box (with bold bor-
ders) contains every number 1 to 9.

Difficulty Level : 2

Used with permission from  http://en.top-sudoku.com

For solution see page 9

SUDOKU SPONSORED BY:

YOUR GUIDE TO 160 EVENTS 
IN BRANTFORD, BRANT & SIX NATIONS.

519-442-3100

Anne L. Sheppard
Broker

Direct  �  519-770-9262
� anne.shep@sympatico.ca

Over 30 Years of Real Estate Experience!
� peakalliance.ca

Visit bscene.ca for complete event information, updates & to submit your own event for free!

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

ONGOING EVENTS

Dec. 1 - 31 • Paws in Time Firefighter Calendars Brant County SPCA Community

Dec. 1 - Jan. 1 • Brantford Lights at Glenhyrst Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 6:00 PM Community

Dec. 1 - Jan. 19 • Winter Wonder 2019 Robertson Fine Arts Studio & Gallery The Arts

Sun. Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 • karaoke Manny’s Place 9:00 PM Entertainment

Mon. Dec. 2, 9 & 16 • Aquafit “On the Wall” Brantwood Community Services Abilities Centre, Entrance #1 1:00 PM Sports

Mon. Dec. 2, 9 & 16 • Drop In Pickle Ball Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 7:00 PM Sports

Mon. Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 • Trivia Buck’s Tavern 7:00 PM Entertainment

Mon. Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 • Trivia Mondays at Gametime Gametime Eatery and Entertainment 7:30 PM Entertainment

Mon. Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 • Spotlight Monday - Top 40 DJ Marvelous Lounge 10:00 PM Entertainment

Dec. 3, 4 5 & 6 • Salvation Army Community Christmas Program: Registration Salvation Army Church 9:00 AM Community

Tues. Dec. 3, 10 & 17 • Aquafit “Range of Motion” Brantwood Community Services Abilities Centre, Entrance #1 10:00 AM Sports

Tues. Dec. 3, 10 & 17 • Music Therapy (on Tuesdays) Brantwood Community Services Abilities Centre, Entrance #1 10:00 AM Entertainment

Tues. Dec. 3, 10 & 17 • Brantford Fly Tyers and Fly Fishers Brant Rod & Gun Club 6:00 PM Education

Tues. Dec. 3, 10 & 17 • FREE Mindfulness Meditation Modo Yoga Brantford 6:00 PM Sports

Tues. Dec. 3, 10 & 17 • Knitting Club County of Brant Public Library (Scotland-Oakland) 6:30 PM Community

Tues. Dec. 3, 10 & 17 • Boot Camp (weekly, drop-in) Brantwood Community Services Abilities Centre, Entrance #1 7:00 PM Sports

Tues. Dec. 3, 10 & 17 • Poker Manny’s Place 7:00 PM Entertainment

Tues. Dec. 3 - March 24 • Drop In Ladies Volleyball Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 7:30 PM Sports

Tues. Dec. 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 • karaoke with the Sandman Marvelous Lounge 9:00 PM Entertainment

Wed. Dec. 4, 11 & 18 • Aquafit “Strength & Balance” Brantwood Community Services Abilities Centre, Entrance #1 1:00 PM Sports

Wed. Dec. 4, 11 & 18 • Zumba The Abilities Centre, Entrance #1 2:00 PM Sports

Wed. Dec. 4, 11 & 18 • Community Skate Exchange Brantford Parks & Recreation’s Harmony Square Office 4:00 PM Community

Wed. Dec. 4, 11 & 18 • Casual Knit & Chat County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 6:30 PM Community

Wed. Dec. 4, 11 & 18 • Poker Buck’s Tavern 7:00 PM Entertainment

Wed. Dec. 4, 11, 18 & 25 • Open Jam with Trevor Marvelous Lounge 8:00 PM Entertainment

Wed. Dec. 4, 11, 18 & 25 • Karaoke Manny’s Place 10:00 PM Entertainment

Thurs. Dec. 5, 12 & 19 • Aquafit “Low Impact” Brantwood Community Services Abilities Centre, Entrance #1 10:00 AM Sports

Thurs. Dec. 5 - April 23, excl. Dec. 26 • Mahjong Club County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 2:00 PM Entertainment

Thurs. Dec. 5, 12 & 19 • Fish & Chips Knights Hall 4:00 PM Community

Thurs. Dec. 5, 12 & 19 • Rehearsals for 43rd Season of The Little String Orchestra Braemar House School 6:00 PM Education

Thurs. Dec. 5, 12 & 19 • Poker Sammy’s Creamery 7:00 PM Entertainment

Thurs. Dec. 5, 12, 19 & 26 • Open Jam Manny’s Place 9:00 PM Entertainment

Thurs. Dec. 5, 12, 19 & 26 • Tipsy Thursday - Top 40 DJ Marvelous Lounge 10:00 PM Entertainment

Fri. Dec. 6, 13 & 20 • Chair Yoga
Brantwood Community Services, Recreation & Therapy Centre, 
Entrance #1

10:30 AM Sports

Fri. Dec. 6, 13 & 20 • Zumba The Abilities Centre, Entrance #1 2:00 PM Sports

Fri. Dec. 6, 13, 20 & 27 • Dungeons & Dragons Drop-In County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 3:30 PM Entertainment

Fri. Dec. 6, 13, 20 & 27 • Live Bands Marvelous Lounge 10:00 PM Entertainment

Dec. 7 - Feb. 15 (excl. Sun, holidays, Christmas Break, snow days) •  
From the Hands of Our Ancestors: The Art of Corn Husk

Woodland Cultural Centre The Arts

Sat. Dec. 7, 14, 21 & 28 • Poker Manny’s Place 2:00 PM Entertainment

Sat. Dec. 7, 14, 21 & 28 • Urban Saturdays - Top 40 DJ Marvelous Lounge 10:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 2019

All You Can Eat Breakfast and Santa (9:30am - 12:30pm) Knights Hall 9:00 AM Community

Paint-Club’s Starry Snow Globe Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 1:00 PM Education

Christmas Service Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks 1:30 PM Community

Blues for Soldiers with Spencer MacKenzie Band Brant Artillery Gunners Club 2:00 PM Entertainment

Elite Dance Centre presents The Annual Winter Recital The Nutcracker Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 2:00 PM The Arts

The Last Romance (Stage 88) Polish Alliance Banquet Centre 2:00 PM The Arts

Singalong Messiah (Grand River Chorus) Grace Anglican Church 3:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2 2019

Kiwanis Aktion Club Brantwood Community Services Abilities Centre, Entrance #1 1:00 PM Education

2019 Holiday Magic Show Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 7:00 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3 2019

Paris & District Chamber of Commerce Annual General Meeting TownePlaceSuites by Marriott Brantford 11:00 AM Education

International Day Persons with Disabilities - Brantford/Brant Reception Dunn Building 4:00 PM Education

Holiday Baking: Chocolate Mint Shortbread Brantwood Community Services Abilities Centre, Entrance #1 6:00 PM Community

Michelle Wright - A Wright Christmas Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 7:30 PM Entertainment

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4 2019

Christmas Story Time for Kids (Brantford Public Library) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 6:30 PM Entertainment

Addie’s Celtic Christmas Adelaide hunter Hoodless Homestead 7:00 PM Entertainment

Burton Cummings: up Close And Alone Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 8:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5 2019

Maintaining Respectful Workplaces Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 11:00 AM Education

Stories Around the Fire Community Garden, Sunrise Crt., Ohsweken 5:00 PM Community

Jeff Harding Buck’s Tavern 9:00 PM Entertainment
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Home | Fashion | Lifestyle
bringing the beauty

of small batch to you

Wednesday - Sunday
10am - 6pm

The Shop At Sweetwater
2619 Cockshutt Rd.

Norfolk County
2 km south of Boston

905-537-3936
�       �       �

HOME INSPECTIONS • NEW HOME WARRANTY 
INFRARED • WETT CERTIFIED • RADON INSPECTIONS 

519.754.6789    CherryHomeInspections.ca

4000 houses in  15 years and counting!

Visit bscene.ca for complete event information, updates & to submit your own event for free!
EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6 2019

Tickets for 3 Christmas Baskets (Brantford Lions) Brantford Farmers Market 9:00 AM Community

Our Kitchen Brantford Night Market Our Kitchen Brantford 4:00 PM Community

South Brant Legion Open Mic Jam Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion) 7:00 PM Entertainment

The Feds (live band) Brantford Polish Hall 7:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live with Three for the Show Elements Casino Brantford 9:00 PM Entertainment

Smile N’Wave 80’s Party Manny’s Place 10:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7 2019

Tickets for 3 Christmas Baskets (Brantford Lions) Brantford Farmers Market 7:00 AM Community

Christmas Market & Bake Sale Scotland Community Centre 9:00 AM Community

Christmas Vendor and Craft Fair Central Presbyterian Church 10:00 AM Community

Nick’s No Frills Food Drive in Paris: Core Dance - Flash Mob Nick’s No Frills, Paris 10:00 AM Community

“Stuff-a-Bus” Food Drive @ FreshCo FreshCo 10:00 AM Community

Annual Holiday Market Howell Road Cider Co., St. George 12:00 PM Community

Winter Wonder Opening Reception Robertson Fine Arts Studio & Gallery 12:00 PM The Arts

Kyle Moning (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 2:00 PM Entertainment

Spices on Sydenham presents A True Blues Matinee w Special Guest Bill Durst Spice’s on Sydenham 2:00 PM Entertainment

From the Hands of Our Ancestors: The Art of Corn Husk Opening Reception Woodland Cultural Centre 3:00 PM The Arts

Guitar Society of Brantford: Ensemble Christmas Concert Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant, Coach House 3:00 PM Entertainment

Christmas in West Brant Generations Church 6:00 PM Community

Paris Santa Claus Parade Downtown Paris 6:00 PM Community

Brantford Symphony Orchestra presents MORE CHRISTMAS BELLS Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 7:30 PM Entertainment

Christmas Studio Dance Party AIM Dance Studio 7:30 PM Community

Saturday Night Live with DJ Recon Elements Casino Brantford 9:00 PM Entertainment

Rocket Queen GnR Tribute wsp Battery Inc. Metallica Tribute Manny’s Place 10:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 2019

Blues for Soldiers with Matt Weidinger Brant Artillery Gunners Club 2:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 2:00 PM Entertainment

Lights in the Park Burford Lions Park 6:00 PM Community

Christmas in Harmony Harmony United Church 7:00 PM Entertainment

Canada’s Ballet Jörgen The Nutcracker: A Canadian Tradition Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 7:30 PM The Arts

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10 2019

Workshop: Market Research Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC) 9:00 AM Education

Workshop: How to Write a Business Plan Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC) 1:00 PM Education

Holiday Baking: Holiday Assortment Brantwood Community Services Abilities Centre, Entrance #1 6:00 PM Community

Paint-Club @wylderose with Aliki Mikulich Wylde Rose Handmade Soaps 7:00 PM Education

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11 2019

Christmas Story Time for Kids (Brantford Public Library) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 6:30 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12 2019

Workshop: Financial Forecasting Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC) 9:00 AM Education

Workshop: Marketing and Sales Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre (BRC) 1:00 PM Education

Stories Around the Fire Community Garden, Sunrise Crt., Ohsweken 5:00 PM Community

“Old Time Christmas” with the Scott Woods Band Paris Fairgrounds Exhibition Hall 7:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13 2019

Retro Christmas Tribute Show Legendary Singers (Celebrity Production) Grace Anglican Church 6:30 PM Entertainment

See You Next Thursday Brantford Polish Hall 7:00 PM Entertainment

SPCA Christmas Charity Show Sammy’s Creamery 7:00 PM Entertainment

Sultans Of String - Christmas Caravan w special guests Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 7:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live with the Walter James Duo Elements Casino Brantford 9:00 PM Entertainment

Vantera Tour Tribute to Van Halen and Pantera Manny’s Place 10:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 2019

Elfis and the Rockin’ Elves Save Christmas  
(Brant Theatre Workshops & Triple Threat Theatre)

Brantford Polish Hall 2:00 PM The Arts

Michael Maguire (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 2:00 PM Entertainment

Spice’s on Sydenham presents A True Blues Matinee w special guests\ Spice’s on Sydenham 2:00 PM Entertainment

Burford Santa Claus Parade Burford 5:00 PM Community

St. George Santa Claus Parade St. George 6:00 PM Community

Brant County Singers & Brant Men of Song present The Twelve Days of Fa La La Hope Christian Reformed Church 7:00 PM Entertainment

Elfis and the Rockin’ Elves Save Christmas  
(Brant Theatre Workshops & Triple Threat Theatre)

Brantford Polish Hall 7:00 PM The Arts

The Road to Memphis Fundraiser The Brant Artillery Gunners Club 7:00 PM Entertainment

Saturday Night Live with MixMaker Elements Casino Brantford 9:00 PM Entertainment

Celtic Outlaws Manny’s Place 10:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15 2019

Blues for Soldiers with Dave Rave and Chris Wheeler Brant Artillery Gunners Club 2:00 PM Entertainment

Jingle Jam A Community Christmas Party Pleasant Valley Church 2:00 PM Community

The Ennis Sisters Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 3:00 PM Entertainment











Voice Over Services  
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

●
●
●
●

Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com

yvonne@roundtablepr.com
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Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network

of Engaged Community Members

Jason Freeze
jason@bscene.ca     226.802.2299

Merry Christmas
Happy Holidays and a

#BRANTastic New Year
from the BScene Team

250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
ben@positanowine.com
www.positanowine.com
positanowinesandcoffee

Wine
Beer
Gift Cards





86 Dalhousie St. Brantford
519-304-7090
ninenorth.ca@gmail.com
www.ninenorth.ca
�    �

Visit bscene.ca for complete event information, updates & to submit your own event for free!
EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16 2019

Kiwanis Aktion Club Brantwood Community Services Abilities Centre, Entrance #1 1:00 PM Education

Food Sort Salvation Army Church 6:00 PM Community

It’s A Wonderful Life Radio Play (R & J Theatrics) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 7:00 PM The Arts

Six Nations Tourism presents “Birth of a Family” Gathering Place by the Grand 7:00 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17 2019

It’s A Wonderful Life Radio Play (R & J Theatrics) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 7:00 PM The Arts

Podcast Club County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 7:00 PM Education

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18 2019

Healthy Harvest Boxes Delivered 12:00 PM Community

Christmas Story Time for Kids (Brantford Public Library) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 6:30 PM Entertainment

Let’s Talk About ADHD (Holidays! How to Manage Change) County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 6:30 PM Education

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20 2019

Gold Box - Christmas Concert for Our Homeless Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 7:00 PM Community

Hwy 24 Brantford Polish Hall 7:00 PM Entertainment

South Brant Legion Open Mic Jam Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion) 7:00 PM Entertainment

The Christmas Story Concert Fairview United Church 7:00 PM Entertainment

Jeff Harding Bistro Greeco Italiano 9:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live with Felicia McMinn Band Elements Casino Brantford 9:00 PM Entertainment

Flash Johnson Manny’s Place 10:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 2019

A Royal Christmas Celebration (incl. Christmas Carol Radio Play @ 7:30pm) Bellview Community Hall 12:00 PM Community

Darren Boudreau (Acoustic Cafe Brantford Music Centre 2:00 PM Entertainment

Spice’s on Sydenham presents Dwayne laForme’s Annual Birthday Bash Spice’s on Sydenham 2:00 PM Entertainment

Christmas Revels (Grand River Chorus) Grace Anglican Church 7:30 PM Entertainment

Legends of Motown - A Merry Motown Christmas Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 8:00 PM Entertainment

Saturday Night Live with DJ 5150 Elements Casino Brantford 9:00 PM Entertainment

Jack Sith Manny’s Place 10:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 2019

Lessons and Carols Service St. James’ Anglican Church, Brantford 11:00 AM Community

A Royal Christmas Celebration (incl. A Christmas Carol Radio Play @ 7:30pm) Bellview Community Hall 12:00 PM Community

Blues for Soldiers Christmas with Cheryl Lescom and Chuck Jackson Brant Artillery Gunners Club 2:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 2:00 PM Entertainment

Sunday Serenade  
(Brantford Memorial Concert Band & Community Symphony Orchestra)

Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 3:00 PM Entertainment

Gala Performance The Tenors - Holiday & Hits Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 7:30 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 2019

Christmas Eve Service Generations Church 6:30 PM Community

Christmas Eve Service St. James’ Anglican Church, Brantford 7:00 PM Community

MERRY CHRISTMAS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • JOYEUX NOËL
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27 2019

Friday Night Live with Corey Cruise Elements Casino Brantford 9:00 PM Entertainment

Slider Manny’s Place 10:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28 2019

Phil Bosley (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 2:00 PM Entertainment

Saturday Night Live with Brant DJ Elements Casino Brantford 9:00 PM Entertainment

Vagablond Manny’s Place 10:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29 2019

The Temple Theatre (Sanderson Centre) as Never Before  
Brant Theatre Workshop)

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 1:30 PM Entertainment

Centennial Film Series - The Wizard of Oz Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 3:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30 2019

Survivor Series: Geronimo Henry Woodland Cultural Centre 10:00 AM Education

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 2019

New Year’s Eve Gala Brant Artillery Gunners Club Entertainment

24th Annual New Year’s Day Dance Party Brantford Polish Hall 3:00 PM Entertainment

New Year’s Eve at Elements Casino Brantford with Fiction Elements Casino Brantford 9:00 PM Entertainment

Times Square in Harmony Square Harmony Square 9:00 PM Entertainment

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
FRIDAY, JANUARY 3 2020

South Brant Legion Open Mic Jam Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion) 7:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 2020

Centennial Film Series - The Sound of Music Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 3:00 PM Entertainment �  519.209.5989
�  GillesCatering
�  gilescatering82@gmail.com

Weddings | Office Parties | Family Gatherings | BBQs
Impeccable Service | Full Banquet Services

Vast Variety of Quality Fresh Local Ingredients
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20 Ava Road | Brantford, ON N3T 5G9
 519-756-5932 | www.glenhyrst.ca 

MAAAF'S HALLOWEEN DINNER AND DANCE
Oct. 26, 2019 • Dunsdon Legion, Brantford, ON

 D Jason Freeze

BE SEEN WITH BSCENE A LOOK BACK THROUGH THE EYES
OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS
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Y O U R  L I B R A R Y
H A S  A  N E W

W E B S I T E !
Check out the new site at:

w w w . b r a n t l i b r a r y . c a

CHRISTINE MACARTHUR

🔗  brantlibrary.ca 

facebook  brantlibrary 

twitter  @brantlibrary

Instagram  brantcountypubliclibrary 

The holiday season is upon us once again. At the 
County of Brant Public Library, our gift to you is a 
brand new website! Whether you are one of our 
regular members who pops in daily, or someone 
who hasn’t visited us in awhile, we invite you to 
check out www.brantlibrary.ca to experience 
our new design. We hope that you will find the 
new website easier to navigate, with searching 
capabilities and a fresh look that will get you 
where you want to go in no time at all. Now 
completely mobile-friendly, you can learn about 
our upcoming programs, new books and movies, 
amazing gear and gadgets, and much more, just 
with the swipe of a finger or click of a mouse. 

Designed in consultation with our community, 
www.brantlibrary.ca is a place where everyone 
can learn what our fantastic library has to offer. 
We hope that you will discover something you 
didn’t know before, and if you aren’t a member, 
we hope you’ll be inspired to join us. After all, we 
are a library without borders, and everyone is 
welcome to come in and get a card. 

Happy holidays from everyone at the County 
of Brant Public Library. Please let us know 
what you think of the new website by using the 
Website Feedback link at the bottom of every 
page. We can’t wait to hear from you! 

Library Launches New Website
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RENEE VANDERHARST 
🔗  habitatbn.org

facebook  HabitatforHumanityBN

pinterest  brantrestore

twitter  @HabitatBN

"You feel bad as a parent not being able to give your child what he 
needs... It just wears you out not being able to keep your kid safe."

Brianne's now 16-year-old-son, Brayden, was born with a rare 
genetic disorder and she has been taking care of his complex 
medical needs since he was an infant. Finding a home that was both 
affordable and could meet his needs was nearly impossible. The 
small apartment unit of the old building they lived in meant constant 
worries for Brianne: what if there was a fire, an emergency, or an 
elevator broke? How would she get Brayden out safely? Their need 
for a safe and accessible place to live became more critical as time 
went by and Brayden has gotten too big for her to carry him up 
and down stairs without fear of dropping him. Homes that are both 
affordable and accessible are few and far between. She did not know 
how she was going to provide a safe and stable home for her son.

Then the incredible gift of affording her own safe and accessible 
home became a reality.

Thanks to Habitat for Humanity and caring donors like you who help 
families through our build program.  

Brianne and Brayden were able to purchase their Habitat home 
where they can meet the unique challenges they face, find an 
improved quality of life, and greet each day with positivity and 
happiness. At this special time of the year, we’re hoping you’ll give 
another family in need of a hand up, the gift of an affordable and 
decent home.

Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk to date has built 22 Habitat 
homes from the ground up, and served an additional two families 
through our home buy-back program. In the coming year we will 
further grow as we break ground in Norfolk County once again. In 
2020 we will also begin on our most ambitious project to date; our 
Brantwood project in Brantford’s north end which will provide 24 new 
Habitat homes including a variety of one bedroom, two bedroom, 
three bedroom and fully accessible units.

Visit www.habitatbn.org to make a donation today or call Lynda at 
519-759-8600 ext. 527 to learn how you can give the gift of affordable 
home ownership for more local families this holiday season

Brianne & Brayden: A Story Of Hope
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December 31, 2019   9:00 pm - 12:00 am

TRIBUTE TO QUEEN
Featuring  The Bee Gees & Freddie Mercury

Fireworks at midnight! 

Times Square 
in Harmony Square

www.harmonysquare.ca

Times Square 
in Harmony Square

www.downtownbrantford.ca

Photo booth
Ice-skating

Party favours

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

Burgers & Fries  |  Wings  |  Poutine  |  Wraps
Goo’s Delivers

You Are Invited to a FREE Skate
sponsored by MPP Will Bouma

Tues. Dec. 31, 9:00 - 11:00am
St. George Arena
7 Gaukel Dr. St. George

Merry Christmas
WILL BOUMA, MPP
Brantford-Brant
�  519-759-0361
�  www.willbouma.ca
�  will.bouma@pc.ola.org

Get Your Delicious Christmas
Turkey and Ham

from

403 Fairview Dr.
519-752-3151

www.strodes.ca
Merry Christmas

& Happy Holidays

#BRANTastic
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344 Colborne St. Brantford
226.250.3121
�  www.brantfordblooms.com
�  info@brantfordblooms.com

Merry Christmas
and

Happy Holidays

Fresh Flowers
and

Unique Designs
What’s Happening in December at The Sanderson Centre

Canada's Ballet Jörgen The Nutcracker: A Canadian Tradition 
Sunday December 8 7:30 PM 

Sultans of String - Christmas Caravan with special guests Rebecca 
Campbell, Donné Roberts, Indigenous Elder Shannon Thunderbird 

& Ken Whiteley Friday December 13 7:00 PM 
The Ennis Sisters Sunday December 15 3:00 PM 

Gala performance - The Tenors Wonder of Christmas Tour  
Sunday December 22 7:30 PM 

Centennial Film Series - The Wizard Of Oz 
Sunday December 29  3:00 PM

Temple Theatre Project 
Sunday December 29 1:30 PM

Take the journey with Brant Theatre Workshops through the 
historical halls, backstage and even on-stage. $15.00

Visit us online for complete program information & to purchase tickets:

Sanderson Centre Gift Cards 
are a great gift idea!

Available in any denomination.
Visit our Box Office today to 

purchase yours!

519-756-5484
thesherwood.ca
799 Colborne St. E. Brantford

We Cater to Your Needs!
      Full Service Catering
      Drop Off
      Pick Up We Do Turkey Well!

      with Homemade Turkey Stuffing,
       Gravy & Real Mashed Potatoes
       have it with All the Trimmings OR Just the Basics









Holiday Guide
Photo by Markus Spiske on Unsplash
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ALIJAH WILLIAMS 

🔗  goskip.org

twitter  @goskip

facebook  SKIPBrantford

Instagram  @skipbrantford

December is a busy month for SKIP with our Christmas 
celebrations in full swing! This year, we have seen around 500 
Christmas cards sent out to residents of retirement and long-
term care homes in the area from the awesome students who 
participate in SKIP. It has been great to see students spreading 
the holiday cheer and making the holiday season special for the 
seniors in our area. We’d like to thank the students, teachers, and 
our coordinators for making this a great success!

Throughout this month, SKIP has also had the opportunity to hear 
from many of our student ambassadors about their visits with the 
seniors. Madison, a grade 6/7 student, sent us a great reflection 
from her visit at Park Lane Terrace. She said: “I love getting to know 
people who are not in our generation, so they can teach us things 
from when they were kids and we can show them things that are 
new to the world.” 

Another reflection from Olivia, a grade 5 student who visited Telfer 
Place said: “My favourite part was hearing all the stories they told 
and hearing how they lived their life on a farm. What I am looking 
forward to next time is learning about their childhoods and what 
they do for fun.” 

SKIP was also able to hear from St. Johns College students, who 

visited Riverview Terrace with SKIP as part of their “Mentoring 
Hearts” program. They had many positive experiences to share 
about their weekly visits with the seniors. Noah, Grade 11, said: 
“I really enjoyed hearing the stories of the residents there, they 
had some very insightful things to teach me. It gave me a greater 
appreciation for the history of our elders and what they have 
experienced over the years.” 

Another student, Julia, Grade 12, said: “It has helped students 
learn to become more respectful and have more awareness 
towards the elderly because not every student has the privilege 
to have an older role model in their life.” We are so happy that 
students are enjoying these opportunities to connect with the 
seniors in their communities, and we look forward to sharing 
more student reflections!

Our November SKIP Into Technology event was a success, as 
seniors from the community came out to the Tourism Centre to 
learn more about their devices and how they can use technology 
to improve their everyday lives. SKIP would like to thank everyone 
who came out to our SKIP Into Technology events and sends a 
special thank you to all of our student volunteers for sharing their 
technological talents with the community! We hope to continue 
bringing SKIP into the community in the new year and look 
forward to all we can accomplish together!

We at SKIP would like to wish everyone Happy Holidays and a 
Merry Christmas. We hope that this holiday season, we can all 
find time to share the love and cheer with our friends, family, and 
neighbours, both young and old. We are so happy with what we 
have accomplished together in 2019, and wish everyone the best 
going into the new year!

You don’t have to let the cheer end in December, however! SKIP 
would like to challenge the people in our community to post their 
photos with the hashtag #goodneighbourchallenge. Post your 
holiday photos spending time with neighbours, and friends and 
tag @skipbrantford on Instagram, or post them to our Facebook 

page Skip Brantford to spread some neighbourhood positivity!

Spreading Holiday Cheer with SKIP! 

Submitted Photos

GLENHYRST VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION NIGHT
NOV 21, 2019 • Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant - Coach House, Brantford, ON

 D Jason Freeze

BE SEEN WITH BSCENE A LOOK BACK THROUGH THE 
EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS



24 Entertainment & Community Guide

As the 18th-century drew to a 
close, significant changes regarding 
European settlement in Canada and 
more particularly southern Ontario 
took place. Until 1783, settlement 
in the British colony of Québec was 
mostly confined to the region along 
the St. Lawrence River between 
Québec City and the Ottawa River, 
in the District of Québec. The land 
west of the Ottawa River in the 
District of Montréal (what is now 
southern Ontario) was initially 
set aside as Indigenous territory, 
not to be colonised. In 1783, 
the United States gained their 
independence from Great Britain 
with the signing of the Treaty of 

Paris in 1783. This caused General 
Frederick Haldimand, governor of 
Québec, to begin to have Upper 
Canada surveyed into townships to 
accommodate the Loyalist settlers 
migrating from the United States.

The District of Montréal was 
first divided into four districts 
for regional level administration 
purposes, i.e. for the surveying 
of land to create townships with 
lots for settlement. The first 
townships were surveyed along 
the St. Lawrence River, and around 
Kingston and the Bay of Quinte. 
The water provided access to the 
area and the settlers provided a 

defensive 
barrier 
against the 
Americans.

In 1792, 
counties were 
created within 
the districts 
for election 
and militia 
purposes. 
Townships 
were 
surveyed and 
created within 
counties 
and land 
registration 
was 
administered 
within 

counties. As 

the population grew, the original 
districts were renamed, expanded 
and subdivided.

The Constitution Act of 1791 
introduced the illusion of 
responsible government to Upper 
Canada. This Act established the 
lieutenant-governor as head of 
government representing the 
Crown, an appointed executive 
council to advise the lieutenant-
governor, and an elected assembly. 
The executive council answered to 
the lieutenant-governor, not the 
elected assembly.

FAMILY COMPACT

The Family Compact was a clique 
of influential settlers, mostly early 
United Empire Loyalists and high 
ranking clergy who had amassed 
wealth and influence and used it 
to their favour to govern Upper 
Canada to their benefit. They 
controlled most of the political, 
judicial, and economic power. They 
ruled as aristocrats and opposed 
democracy. The Family Compact 
emerged from the War of 1812 
and their influence collapsed 
with the Rebellion of 1837-38. 
As the elected assembly sought 
policies to benefit the people and 
to make government spending 
more accountable to the people, 
their efforts were thwarted by the 
members of the Family Compact 
who controlled the executive 
council. The Rebellion of 1837-38 
was led by William Lyon Mackenzie 

to seize power from the Family 
Compact and set up an American 
style of democracy. Lower Canada 
experienced similar problems with 
the controlling Château Clique.

DURHAM REPORT

In 1838, Lord Durham was sent 
to Canada to investigate the 
causes of the Rebellion of 1837-
38. Durham’s report of 1839 led 
to the passing of the Act of Union 
by the British Parliament. The 
Act was proclaimed in 1841 and 
united Upper and Lower Canada 
into one province, the Province 
of Canada. Durham felt a larger 
combined province would allow the 
colonies to develop a more robust 
and common commercial system. 
It would also make it easier to 
introduce responsible government. 
Britain supported the union but 
not responsible government. The 
Province of Canada was divided 

Settlement Growth in Upper Canada / Canada West

The Gore Mutual Insurance Company head office. Now based in Cambridge, Ontario, the 
company was founded in Brantford in 1839 as the The Gore District Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company. Brantford was located in the Gore District at that time.  (Source: Google Maps.)

Canada West Counties 1855. By 1858 there were 38 counties. Prescott and Russell united in 
1820; Leeds and Grenville united in 1850; Stormont, Dundas, and Glengarry united in 1850; 
Lennox and Addington amalgamated in 1864; Haliburton County was organized in 1874; and 
Dufferin County was created in 1881. Ontario County merged with Durham County in 1973.  
(Source: Colton, G. W., Colton's Atlas of the World Illustrating Physical and Political Geography, c. 1857 edition. 
Image in the Public domain.

JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz

facebook @jjackowetz

YEAR POPULATION

1785 6000

1790 14,000

1806 70,000

1826 165,000

1838 400,000

1848 725,000

1851 950,000

Population Growth in Upper 
Canada / Canada West
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into two parts: Upper Canada 
became known as Canada West, 
and after confederation Ontario, 
and Lower Canada became known 

as Canada East, and after 
confederation Québec.

Appointed magistrates 
controlled the 
administration of 
municipalities within 
Districts. In 1841, the 
Districts Councils Act 
transferred municipal 
governance to District 
Councils. Each township 
elected two councillors 
but the warden, clerk, and 
treasurer were appointed 
by the government thus 
keeping a tight grip on 
administrative control. 
This weakened the elected 
Assembly’s role, giving 
them little more to do than 
approve the Governor’s 
budgets.

BALDWIN ACT

Robert Baldwin came from 
a prominent and influential 
Toronto family. He was 

a lawyer and sometimes 
politician. Baldwin was 
melancholic and awkward 
in public. Baldwin was an 
advocate for responsible 
government which put him 
at odds with the ruling 
class of Upper Canada in 
the 1830s. Baldwin believed 
that the Executive Council 
should be responsible to the 
elected Assembly and not 
the Governor.

Baldwin ran for office 
throughout the 1840s, 

winning and losing elections, 
but together with Louis-
Hippolyte LaFontaine 
he was able to form a 
government in 1848. With 
the support of Governor 
General Lord Elgin, the 
two were able to introduce 
reforms that led to 
responsible government.

In 1849 the Baldwin-
LaFontaine government 
passed the Municipal 

Corporations Act, also 
known as the Baldwin 

Act, which established how local 
governments operate today. 
The Act abolished the Districts, 

established Counties 
as the upper municipal 
tier; created rules for 
what constituted a 
township, village, town, 
and city, and what 
kinds of powers they 
would have; designated 
property taxes as the 
municipality’s main 
source of revenue; and 
granted more autonomy 
to townships, villages, 
towns, and cities to enact 
by-laws. To become a 
county, a courthouse 
and jail (gaol in the 
spelling of the times) 
had to be erected. The 
transfer of judicial and 
administrative duties 
took several years and 
varied for each county.

When Brant County was 
created, it consisted of 
six townships: South 
Dumfries, Brantford, 
Onondaga, and 
Tuscarora which were in the Gore 
District and part of the Haldimand 
Tract, and Burford and Oakland 
Townships which were in the Brock 
District and were not part of the 
Haldimand Tract.

HISTORY OF BRANTFORD COURSE 

I will be leading a six week course 
at Laurier Brantford this winter 
about the history of Brantford. 
The course is part of the Laurier 
Association for Lifelong Learning 

and is eligible for 12 hours towards 
Laurier’s Lifelong Learning 
Certificate. The course will take 
place on the Laurier Brantford 
campus, Carnegie Building, CB100 
on Wednesday mornings between 
10 AM and noon, beginning 
29-January-2020. The course 
runs until 11-March-2020. There is 
no class on 19-February because 
of reading week. Link to website 
and registration, The History 
of Brantford - The Beginnings: 
https://wlu.ca/professional-
development/lall/course-offerings.
html 

Lot survey size examples. This graphic did not appear alongside last month’s 
column due to a file issue. It is included here to show the most common lot 
sizes surveyed in Upper Canada.  (Source: Wikipedia/Concession_road. Image used under 
Creative Commons licence.)

1792 - Upper Canada’s first 19 counties. The shaded blue areas identify surveyed 
townships. District boundaries are in red, and county boundaries are in blue.

Governing hierarchy of Upper Canada under the Constitution Act of 1791. The 
elected assembly of Upper Canada never had any real input into governance. 
(Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitutional_Act_1791. Image released into the Public 
Domain)

The evolution of Ontario Districts and Counties 
between 1792 and 1851.

(Source: Economic Atlas of Ontario, 1969.)

1798 - As the population grew, three new districts were created. London, Niagara, 
and Johnstown. The area shaded in green/blue stripes identify areas and dates of 
annexation.

1826 - Four new districts were created. Ottawa, Bathurst, Newcastle, and Gore. 
In 1816 the Gore District was carved out of the Niagara and Home Districts. Brant 
County would ultimately be created by joining townships from two Districts: Gore and 
Brock, and within those Districts, three Counties: Wentworth, Halton, and Oxford. 
The shaded blue shows that many more townships were surveyed and ready for new 
settlers. The white area of Haldimand and into Wentworth is the remaining land of 
the Haldimand Tract held by the Haudenosaunee, The land to the north along the 
Grand River had been sold off by Joseph Brant.

1838 - Indigenous territories continued to shrink, including the land in the Haldimand 
Tract. Nine new districts were created between 1831 and 1838 for a total of 20 
districts.

1851 - The counties after the abolition of the Districts in 1849. The scattered small 
white areas are unsurveyed townships.

UPPER CANADA’S SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. 
Lieutenant Governor John Graves Simcoe 
opened Upper Canada’s first parliament on 
17-September-1792 in Newark, now named Niagara-
on-the-Lake. The second session of parliament 
abolished slavery in Upper Canada. Because Newark 
was on the American border, Simcoe wanted to move 
the seat of government to London. Guy Carleton, the 
Governor General preferred Kingston because it was 
central and easily defended. After much debate York, 
present day Toronto, was selected in 1796.

BRANTFORD’S JEWISH COMMUNITY  
On 26-November-2019, Laurier Brantford hosted an event, Memories of Brantford’s Jewish 
Community. Four maps were created showing Jewish businesses and residences in Brantford 
in 1911, 1936, 1947, and 1962. The community peaked in the 1960s with about 150 families 
but has since declined to about 28. The first generation operated scrap collection businesses. 
The next generation opened 
retail shops in the downtown. 
Their children went on to 
university and the professions 
in Toronto and other larger 
centres. When their parents 
retired, they moved to where 
their grandchildren were 
and the Brantford Jewish 
Community collapsed. The 
1962 map is shown. To view 
the maps, go to the following 
website: https://mbjcexhibit.
weebly.com/interactive-
maps.html
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11TH ANNUAL JINGLE BELL NIGHT
Nov. 22, 2019 • Downtown Paris, ON • D Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

CHRISTMAS IN PARIS
Nov. 2, 2019 • Paris Fairgrounds, Paris, ON

D Jason Freeze
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PET PICS WITH SANTA
November 16, 2019 • Antler Services, Brantford, ON • D Jason Freeze

HO-HO-HOLMEDALE ARTISAN MARKET
Nov. 16, 2019 • T.B. Costain/SC Johnson Community Centre, 

 Brantford, ON  

D Jason Freeze
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