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BScene is a local Entertainment & Community 
Guide, showcasing the #BRANTastic features of 
Brantford, Brant and Six Nations through engaging 
content and with the Best Event Guide in our 
community. 

BScene is distributed free, every month through 
key community partners throughout Brantford, 
Brant and Six Nations. BScene has a local network 
of over 500 distribution points including local 
advertisers, retail outlets, dining establishments, 
and community centres. For a complete list, please 
visit bscene.ca 

As a community paper and forum for sharing 
thoughts and experiences, the views expressed 
in the magazine are not necessarily those of the 
Publisher, Editor, other contributors, advertisers or 
distributors unless otherwise stated. 

BScene is wholly owned and published by Jason 
Freeze. All content © 2019 and all rights to 
distribution are reserved by BScene. 

ADVERTISING
BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500 
drop locations throughout Brantford, Brant and 
Six Nations each month. BScene also publishes 
unique online content throughout each month 
as well as providing the Best Event Guide in the 
community. We have an engaged and dedicated 
readership who are invested in experiencing what 
our community has to offer.
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jason@bscene.ca 
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BSCENE’s RECYCLING PROGRAM   
The BSCENE paper stays local and supports local endeavours as 
much as possible.  Our publication was printed locally at Ricter Web 
Printer for years.  After its closing, we chose McLaren Press Graphics in 
Gravenhurst, a family owned business.  From there, we distribute locally 
to many businesses and organizations within our grand community.  Then 
at the end of the month, we’ll collect any left over papers for recycling.  
These papers are recycled through a special fundraising program with 
Sydenham-Heritage United Church and Hartmanns Canada.  Hartmann’s 
is a local egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale that turns 
the papers into egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store.  
The money raised through this fundraising program gets sent back to 
Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used in their Green programs 
for sustainable upgrades.  BSCENE prides itself on supporting local 
whenever we can.

We had fun shopping for some great local fruits and veggies and finding some great 
plants for our garden at Elberta Farms last month!
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A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce

A Family Run
&

Locally Owned Business
for Over 25 Years

Brantford’s ONLY
Same Day Service

Mon. - Wed.  9 - 6 | Thurs.  9 - 8 | Fri.  9 - 6 | Sat.  9:30 - 2

10 King George Road
Home Hardware Plaza
Brantford
519-752-5456
www.optichouse.ca

Largest Selection of High Quality Eyewear 
at Reasonable Prices
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403 Fairview Dr.        519-752-3151        www.strodes.ca    
Specializing in All your BBQ needs!

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

email yvonne@roundtablepr.com

🔗 roundtablepr.com

Cooking and hospitality are entrenched in the 
Mercante DNA. “It’s kind of in our blood. My 

family both here and in Italy is in hospitality. My 
family in Italy is in the hotel business, restaurants, 
pizzerias,” says Tom Mercante. And a cousin owns 
Hamilton’s Carmen’s Banquet Centre.

Mercante grew up in Brantford, cooking with his 
mother at Maria’s Pizza, where both worked. Along 
with university degrees in French, Italian and 
teaching, he’s also a Red Seal chef.  

After combining a 22-year culinary teaching career 
with a catering business in 2015, he decided to 
kick his already busy life up a notch and Mercasa 

Little Italy Eatery and Catering was born. The 
doors opened a year ago at 195 Henry Street in 
Brantford. 

Fast, casual dining is a concept that’s big in 
Italy, but not so much in North America. Quality, 
carefully prepared food is ready for takeout, or to 
enjoy at one of several marble tables throughout 
the eatery.

Married to wife Jennifer, also a culinary teacher, 
Mercante is father to young sons Luca and Aleo. 

As executive chef at Mercasa, Mercante has a 
hand in everything. He says organization is key to 
his successful, busy lifestyle and there’s not a lot 
of yelling in his kitchen. “It’s all about being calm 

and organized, “he says.

That busy lifestyle also helps him appreciate how 
busy others are and the fast, casual concept offers 
a healthy alternative to taking the family through 
the fast food drive-through.

Everything is made in house from scratch, 
including the pasta and the pizza. “The pizza is 
kind of the star,” says Mercante. The authentic 
Roman style pizza dough containing no 
preservatives and hardly any yeast, takes 72 hours 
to prepare. 

Produce, meats and dairy are purchased locally, 
while prosciutto and cheeses, including high 
quality mozzarella, are imported from Italy.

Lunches and dinners are available for people who 
want “a real meal,” he says. When people come 
into Mercasa “they can see what they’re ordering, 
mix and match and it’s quick,” he stresses. Order-
ahead family meals including salad, range in price 
from $28.00 to $40.00.

There are also pre-frozen lasagnas and other 
entree’s available for people with no time to cook, 
to take home and pop in the oven.  

CATERING

Mercasa’s catering capabilities can include huge 
and small gatherings. They cater weddings, 
banquets and just about anything for as many as 
a thousand people or far less. Food for catered 
affairs are cooked “the day of.” 

Meantime, the restaurant can be booked on 
Sundays for private family parties. It’s currently 
booked through July for birthday parties, first 

communions and other events for anywhere from 
20 to 60 people. “It’s a nice alternative for people 
other than their home, or having to find a hall, 
or to pay ‘crazy amounts of money’ to book a 
restaurant,” he said.

Patrons are also urged to photograph their meals 
and post them on Facebook and Instagram, to 
be eligible to win a $100.00 gift certificate every 
month. Mercassa also offers prizes for things like 

the Toronto F-C experience, Raptors tickets and 
other fun experiences.

Mercante says surviving a year in the challenging 
restaurant business was worth celebrating and 
a customer appreciation celebration was held 
in May, to thank customers. Along with the free 
pizza, there were prizes, including a helicopter 
ride.

“I know this business and I know how difficult it is, 
so the fact that I was able to survive a year with a 
different concept here in town, I’m pretty proud,” 
he said.   

🔗  www.mercasa.ca

facebook  mercasaeatery
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FAST AND CASUAL, BUT NOT FAST FOOD
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HIKE FOR HOSPICE
May 5, 2019 • Stedman Community Hospice 
D Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE

CANADA’S NATIONAL MORTGAGE COMPANY

Forest City Funding Inc. Lic #10671
Independently Owned & Operated

Purchases | Debt Consolidations
Renovations | Renewals

Greg Munro
Mortgage Agent

226-919-7575
mortgageswithgreg.com

�
�

“For EVERY Stage in Your Life...
We have a Mortgage for That”
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   19 Holiday Dr. Brantford      Call: 519-753-6002    
         www.myrasbarandgrill.com 

Easter Sunday Brunch April 21, 2019 
10:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. (Reservation required) 

 KIDS ENJOY A VISIT FROM THE EASTER BUNNY! 
EASTER DINNER BUFFET 5p.m. until 8p.m. 

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
Brantford

519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

·  Burgers & Fries
·  Wings
·  Poutine
·  Wraps
Goo’s Delivers

JASON FREEZE

twitter  @Jason Freeze
facebook   jason.freeze
🔗    BScene.ca

When you think of great, local food, where do you think of? There’s certainly a 
lot to choose from in our community. Depending on your tastes, you could go 

to your favourite steak place, or a healthy meal. But when it comes to comfort food, 
Goo’s Take Out and Catering can certainly dish out what you’re craving. 

Situated right across from Assumption College in the TD plaza at 230 Shellard Lane, 
Goo’s is owned and operated by Rajeev (Goo) Jilka, and has been a staple of West 
Brant for nine years now. The restaurant business is certainly no cake walk, so having 
been open for nine years is quite a feat. But there’s a big reason for their longevity and 

success: providing some great food. 

Over the years, Goo’s has become 
well known for a number of their menu 
items. From their mouth-watering 
burgers to their creative poutines, 
Goo’s can deliver on some great 
comfort foods. Even on the healthier 
side of their menu, they can provide 
some tasty items that’ll have you 
coming back for more. The flavours 

and items offered at Goo’s are all the staples you know and enjoy, but with a slight 
twist. This makes for some awesome tastes and a great array of dishes that you’re 
sure to enjoy. 

One of their more interesting items is their Chicken Skins. “You get the best reactions 
out of the Chicken Skins. You get the ‘ooo’s and awww’s’ as people try it,” said Rajeev. 
Some of his own favourites include the Sweet Chili Wrap or the burgers. “You can 
never go wrong with one of my burgers. I eat a few of those a week.” And one of the 
best things about all of their food is that everything is made fresh, right in front of you. 

After being in business for nine years, you get an in-depth knowledge about your 
customers and their tastes. So Rajeev will be tweaking his menu slightly to keep 
things fresh and in line with his customers’ tastes. One of biggest additions that he’s 

excited to share is the hand battered, Fried Chicken Sandwich. Rajeev joked, “chicken 
sandwiches go well at other places, but we’re gonna be just a bit better!” Other 
changes include a veggie gravy and a switch to buffalo style wings. 

Rajeev wants to remind people to stay tuned to his social media accounts as well He’s 
going to be posting up some specials and contests coming soon. Plus, they’re also 
going to be showcasing their menu updates. So keep an eye out for some exciting 
reveals! 

One of the other reasons why Goo’s has been so successful is their community 
approach. Goo’s has always given back to the community in various ways. Through 
sponsorships, catering events or getting involved with big events like the Chili Willy 
Cook Off, Goo’s has always looked toward helping out our community. Their products 
and produce are also locally sourced and their family run shop is staffed by some 
great local people too. Goo’s not only supports community, but has a down-to-earth, 
family feel. Their customers are also friends and they strike up conversations as they 
enter the door. 

With some great foods and welcoming feel, there’s no wonder that Goo’s has been 
in business so long. Rajeev is thankful for all his customers and suppliers for all their 
support throughout the years. And if you haven’t tried out their food yet, make sure to 
head on over or call for delivery! 

So the next time you’re craving some awesome, local food, make sure to head on 
down to Goo’s. They’re sure to cook you up a mouth-watering meal! 

 🔗   goostakeout.com
 ,  230 Shellards Lane, Brantford
 telephone  519.752.1111

FOOD SCENEBSCENE
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PETER LAZAR
🔗 truenorthbeerfestival.com 

Anyone who knows us knows one thing… We Love 
Ontario. From Timmins to Toronto, our province is home 

to the most unique and incredible artists, musicians and 
entrepreneurs in the world. Justin Bieber, Wayne Gretzky, 
a hockey team that hasn’t won a cup on over 60 years? 
Ontario is truly the most amazing places in the world!
But it’s not our superstars or lack of cup winning that 
make us incredible… it’s the everyday people that sets us 
apart. Tina up in Chapleau runnin’ one of the best diners 
I have been to, Teddy from Brantford’s own Mash Paddle 
making some of the most epic brews we’ve experienced. 
See… We’re Canadian. We’re not a solid colour of corporate 
glamour, we’re a miss-matched mosaic of artists, creators 
and local innovators who together, make something 
unbelievable. 
When we started The True North Beer Festival three years 
ago right here in Brantford, we set out with two very simple 
goals. 1. To create an event that showcases the best local 

products this province has to offer and 2. to have a ton 
of fun doing it. So we banded together with brewers & 
creators from small town Ontario, thumbed our noses 
up at the hoity toity cookie cutter “big city” beer shows 
and worked together to create a truly Ontarian Festival 
experience.
On the 22nd of June TNBF returns to Harmony Square 
with a totally re-designed event that’s gonna rock 
your socks off. With over 70 craft brews and bevies, 
many who’ve never before been exhibited outside of 
their local cities, 5 up and coming Ontario bands, an 
Exclusive Online Bottle Shop and New Limited edition 
Tokenless VIP tickets. TNBF is the perfect place to 
spend the first Saturday of the summer in our great 
town.
And so we’re inviting ya’ll out, not just to celebrate 
us as Canadians, but to get together as a city for one 
awesome Summer night, raise our glasses together and 
say “Yes.. We are Brantford... We are awesome!” 
Tickets are available online at www.
truenorthbeerfestival.com/brantford, we look forward 
to seeing you out there!

COME HAVE AN 
AWESOME TIME AT 

THE TRUE NORTH 
BEER FESTIVAL!

20 Roy Blvd. Unit #34 Brantford
�  519-757-6527

�   OurKitchenBrantford.ca
�   OurKitchenBrantford
�   ourkitchenbrantford

�   info@ourkitchenbrantford.ca
OPEN HOUSE: Fri. June 7th 4-7pm

🔗 ourkitchenbrantford.ca 

facebook OurKitchenBrantford 

instagram ourkitchenbrantford 

email info@ourkitchenbrantford.ca

If you’ve ever wondered how amazing Artisan 
food tastes, then you are in for a treat.  Our 

Kitchen Brantford is hosting an open house 
on June 7, 2019 from 4:00pm until 7:00pm to 
introduce their “Artisan Eats” lunch service 
and “Meals To Go” program.  Attendees can 
sample a variety of foods prepared by some 
of Our Kitchen Brantford’s featured members 
while enjoying live music and the warm 
surroundings of their community kitchen. 
Vegan and gluten free items will be available 
and there will also be door prizes as well as 
the opportunity to meet their members. 

Owners Catherine and Steve Ferrar believe in 
helping others fulfill their dreams and share 

in their love of food.  With the Grand Opening 
of their “Artisan Eats” kitchen, not only do 
their members benefit from marketing their 
products, but the general public can take 
out hot lunches, soups, artisan sandwiches 
and a variety of salads to enjoy.  An array 
of delicious packaged cuisine will also be 
available each day to help busy families solve 
the problem of what to have for dinner.  

Our Kitchen Brantford invites you to become 
a part of their community, whether it be as 
an entrepreneur and member or as someone 
who simply enjoys good food.  Drop in and 
see what’s on the menu or pre-order online.  
Visit and like their facebook page to stay up 
to date on what is new and take advantage 
of any specials that may be available.  
Comments are welcome and feedback is 
always appreciated.

In a world of fast food and hurried lives, Our 
Kitchen Brantford is a breath of fresh air.  Join 
them on June 7th and step into a world of 
back to basics, delicious food and a warm and 
welcoming community.  See you there! 

Artisan Eats & Meals to Go!
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Generally speaking, it’s never a good idea to mix personal issues 
and business. Unless of course, you are the creative team that 

makes up the recording studio Subterranean Sounds. 

After working together for over ten years Geoffrey O’Donnell (pro-
ducer/studio musician) and Dusty 
Slater (sound engineer) decided to 
take their marketing tactic to a new 
and wonderful level. 

A decade ago the basement of the 
home that would evolve into Sub-
terranean Sounds was just a place 
to record themselves and their 
friends, as well as tinker away at 
music ideas. It wasn’t long before 
they realized that together they had 
the space and knowledge to make 
this into a business that would be 
a great asset for a city like Brant-
ford that is brimming with musical 
talent. 

“We thought to ourselves let’s 
get some local musicians in here, 
maybe we can help them with their 
sound. Slowly but surely it evolved 
into this!” Slater reminisced. “We 
wanted to connect with the local 
music scene. We kinda wanted 
to insert ourselves into that, and 
Geoff came up with the idea of do-
ing a compilation album for a good cause."

The cause they have decided to contribute to 
is The Brant Community Health Care System 
Foundation, specifically the Brant Community 
Cancer Clinic. The Cancer Clinic hit home for 
them on both a business and personal level. 

“There isn’t anybody who isn’t or hasn’t been 
affected by that,” O’Donnell said. “And it’s lit-
erally four blocks away, so that way the money 
stays in the community and that’s a big deal to 
us too.”

So with cause and plan in place, the two set out to put their recording 
skills to use and create the compilation album The Benefit Of Song. 

“So we kinda decided to round up all the usual suspects and nobody 
said no!” O’Donnell said with a pleasant surprise. 

The studio was fortunate enough to gather a number of local musi-
cians to donate their time and talents including Caffrey, Cody James 
Wood, Matt Huddleston, and Shaun Mulrain only to name a few. 

Thanks to all the musician's positive attitudes and high level of pro-
fessionalism the crew was able to record twelve artists in just a month 
and a half. Each artist was given an hour time slot to record an original 
track. Both Slater and O’Donnell had so many complimentary things to 

say about our local artists that con-
tributed, “I was so surprised at the 
level of songwriting talent!” stated 
O’Donnell. 

In just a short period of post-pro-
duction later, the live-off-the-floor 
compilation had been completed 
and ready for its soft release on 
social media.

Subterranean Sounds plans to run 
the fundraising campaign into the 
fall of this year. You can purchase 
the compilation The Benefit of 
Song for a minimum of ten dol-
lars or any song individually for a 
two-dollar minimum at www.sub-
sounds.bandcamp.com 

Not only is purchasing this album a 
great way to support a local busi-
ness while simultaneously support-
ing a great cause, but it’s also a 
fantastic way to spread the word 
about some of our very talented 
musicians. 

Supporting local musicians goes beyond heading 
out to bars and buying drinks (although that is 
important as well). Support is also found through 
paying homage to these artists and letting the 
people involved in the causes they get behind 
know that they are a worthy asset. By purchas-
ing this compilation you show everyone that is 
involved in the project that picking that artist was 
a profitable idea. 

Not to mention, now you get to listen to the 
songs you were going out to hear in the first 
place anytime you want! 

So next time you’re scrolling social media break away from the news-
feed and check out the buzz around the studio on their Facebook 
page. To find links to the CD and see the other musicians that have 
contributed, please go to The Benefit of Song’s Facebook page and 
have a browse. 

Even better yet, hit up www.subsounds.bandcamp.com and support all 
these great causes.

MUSIC SCENEBSCENE
HEIDI HOPF

facebook  HeidiHopfJournalism

Submitted Photos

Subterranean Sounds - The Benefit of Song Compilation CD 

Submitted graphics.
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I WANT MY KID TO BE AS 
HEALTHY AS POSSIBLE. WHERE 
DO I START?

Kids are resilient.  That said, they’re 
also exposed to a lot of germs 

and their immune systems are still 
developing. We want to help them build a 
robust immune system. We also want to 
help them build a robust nervous system.  
The nervous system consists of the 
nerves and the brain.   
Viruses and bacteria help the immune 
system grow and mature, much like life 
experiences help us grow and mature.  
Hopefully, our life experiences are not 
too harsh, but are challenging enough 
to make us learn and become stronger 
individuals.  The same goes for the 
germs we’re exposed to.   The nervous 
system requires a slightly different 
approach.  The nervous system is what 
our life experience filters through.  If it’s 
in overwhelm, our other body systems 
will eventually start to dysfunction.  The 
most common examples are digestive, 
skin, and behaviour issues.  Stress-
induced headaches are another great 
example, and illustrate the fact that our 
muscles will tense up to guard us against 
what our nervous system considers a 
threat.  All this happens subconsciously, 
so we’re not usually aware of what’s 
happening.   
We need an abundance of certain 

nutrients, as well as water, to grow 
resilient immune and brain tissues.  
We also need to minimize our kids’ 
exposure to the things that decrease 
resilience in the nerves, brain, and 
immune system.  Synthetic chemicals 
and non-natural sugars are what tend to 
cause the biggest problems.  I spend a 
lot of energy learning, so that I can help 
parents understand, prioritize, and make 
realistic choices to protect our precious 
children.
If you’d like to know more, book an 
appointment at Holistic Healing Arts 
Clinic.  519-751-3488.  www.ndoc.ca

Holistic Healing Arts Centre
274 King George Road,  

Brantford, Ontario
www.ndoc.ca

519-751-3488

WORKPLACE FIRST AID 
REQUIREMENTS

When it comes to First Aid in the workplace, 
every employer has to provide some 

level of prevention and support, and these 
requirements increase depending on the size of 
the workforce.  

Supports include kits containing basic first aid 
items as well as at least one employee on each 
shift who holds a valid St. John Ambulance 
Emergency First Aid Certificate or its equivalent 
and who works in the immediate vicinity of the 
station. Each first aid station must be easily 
accessible by workers. 

Employers must inspect first aid boxes and their 
contents at least quarterly, and have to mark the 
inspection card for each box with the date of the 
most recent inspection and the signature of the 
person making the inspection. 

Workplaces with not more than five workers in 
any one shift require a first aid station with a 
first aid box containing as a minimum, a current 
edition of a standard St. John Ambulance First 
Aid Manual, and a kit containing safety pins, 
adhesive dressings individually wrapped, field 
dressings, sterile gauze pads, rolls of gauze 
bandage, bandage compresses, and a triangular 
bandage.

Workplaces employing more than five workers 
and not more than fifteen workers in any one 
shift shall provide and maintain a first aid 
station with a first aid box containing double the 
number of dressings and bandages listed above, 
as well as an inspection card with spaces for 
recording the date of the most recent inspection 
of the first aid box and the signature of the 
person making the inspection.

Every workplace with more than fifteen and 
fewer than 200 workers in any one shift is 

required to provide and maintain a first aid 
station which contains a notice board displaying 
the WSIB poster known as Form 82,  the valid 
First Aid Certificates of Qualification and photo 
of the trained workers on duty, an inspection 
card, the first aid box as well as one stretcher, 
two blankets and a basin (the small, kidney-
shaped ones).

A company that employs more than 200 
employees, in addition to all of the above items, 
must have furnishings consisting of hot and cold 
running water, 3 stainless steel washbasins, 
an instrument sterilizer, a cabinet for surgical 
dressings, enamel foot bath, sanitary disposal 
receptacle with lid, a couch curtained off or in a 
separate cubicle, a stretcher, and two blankets.

Call us today to ensure your first aid 
requirements are up to date!

If your business needs help on these or other 
Human Resources issues, please reach out 
to us for a free half-hour consultation! 

 Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254

kissingerhrservices.com

SPYWARE ON YOUR 
CELLPHONE

With the recent news of the security issues with 
Instagram a discussion about spyware and 

the possibility of your phone being hacked would 
be timely.

Spyware is software installed on your phone that 
allows a third party to monitor the activities of the 
phone including location, recording calls and texts. 
Companies use this type of software to monitor 
company phones. Monitoring cellphones is legal as 
long as the person using the phone is aware that 
the monitoring is taking place. 

Spyware can be difficult to find on your phone as 
the performance issues that might indicate the use 
of spyware are common performance issues that a 
phone can incur with normal usage. 

Following are some signs that your phone may be 
hacked or have spyware installed on it. 

• High Data Usage – spyware will use an 
internet connection to record the data from 
your phone 

• Phone shows activity in standby mode – your 
phone should not be active in standby mode 
other than the normal notifications. 

• Unexpected Reboot 

• Odd noises during calls – These noises could 
indicate that the call is being monitored

• Unexpected text messages 

• Poor Battery Life – the program will be active 
on the phone causing the battery to drain 
quicker than normal but remember as phones 
get older poorer battery life is to be expected. 

• Increase in Battery Temperature 

• Increase in Shutdown Durations 

• Difficulty Shutting Down your Device – If your 
device takes longer to shut down this could 
indicate the program is sending information 
before the device powers off.

• Your cellphone is slower – this maybe an 
indication that a program is running in the 
background. Remember that this can be 
caused by your installed apps running in the 
background as well.

From our experience majority of people that think 
their phone has been hacked do not have spyware 
on their phone. If you have any further questions we 
would be happy to answer them at CPR Cell Phone 
Repair.

 185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford

519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

HUMAN RESOURCES

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

KATHRYN KISSINGER

STEVE & LORRAINE 
GARNHAM

GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!
EDUCATION

LEARN TO LOVE READING

Reading is a skill used in every subject and 
grade. It is critical to understanding and 

learning for all students.

Without strong reading skills, even math, 
science, and writing tests can be challenging.

Reading skills, imagination, dedication, and 
achievement all develop as children build their 
learning skills and boost their self-esteem and 
confidence.

FUN FACT

Studies show that vocabulary use in Grade 
One can predict reading success in high 
school.

Reading Has Health Benefits

•  Reading is relaxing and can improve mood.

•  Reading can improve focus and attention.

•  Reading before bed can improve sleep.

•  Reading can lead to better grades.

Teaching children to read early on, and read well 
pays off by giving them the edge in school and 
in life.  It’s never too late for students to start 
working on their reading skills, and even grow to 
enjoy reading!

How To Start Building A Love For Reading

•  Visit the library and bookstores to help 
children learn to value books and reading.

•  Younger readers should point to unfamiliar 
words in stories, sound them out, and 
connect them to other words.

•  Encourage reading comprehension by 
talking about the story and characters.

•  To build a larger vocabulary, take note of 
unfamiliar words, look them up, and keep a 
word list.

From sounding out letters to composing 
essays, every Oxford Learning program puts 
a strong emphasis on reading skills, helping 
students of all ages improve reading fluency and 
comprehension.

The summer is a great time for students of all 
ages to catch up, keep up, or get ahead.

It’s easy to make reading and learning part of 
the summer schedule.  A few hours a week of 
active learning can prevent learning losses and 
relieve school stress during the school year.

We offer flexible schedules, and a variety of 
reading and summer programming options for 
all ages.

Contact us for more information!

All Ages.  All Grades.  All Subjects.

1084 Rest Acres Road
Paris, ON N3L 0B5

519.209.8099
oxfordlearning.com

paris@oxfordlearning.com

TIFFANY WRIGHT

BScene is proud to offer advice from local experts for issues important to you. The advice provided is that of the participant and is not endorsed, nor does it necessarily reflect the opinion of BScene.

NATUROPATHIC NEIGHBOUR

DR. ANGELA HANLON, nd
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SPECIALTY PAINTS? WHAT’S 
SO SPECIAL  ABOUT THEM?

Take a moment and think about your interior 
and exterior doors & trim, your kitchen 

and bathroom cabinets, and maybe even your 
basement floor. Most likely, they are coated 
with specialty paints that are chemically 
formulated to bond to specific surfaces, wear 
and wash well, and last a lot longer than 
traditional architectural paints. Here are some 
specialty paints and where they can/should 
be used…
OIL-BASED PAINTS

Oil-based paints are usually direct-to-metal 
and come in a high gloss finish. They are 
available for exterior metal surfaces such 
as front doors, steel lintels, soffit, fascia, 
eaves troughs, railings, and so much more. 
Some lines of oil-based paints have anti-rust 
properties. They use mineral spirit/paint 
thinner/varsol for cleaning up. If you are using 
them, plan how you will dispose of the excess 
paint. There are regulations. Brantford has 
Hazardous Waste Days one Saturday every 
month from April until November. You can 
read more about it on the City of Brantford’s 
website: http://www.brantford.ca/residents/
waste/Pages/HouseholdHazardous.aspx

BATHROOM OR KITCHEN PAINTS

These latex paints resist fungal growth and 
moisture better than standard paints, although 
if you have condensation you should consider 
improving ventilation. Also, give more time for 
paints to cure in bathrooms before subjecting 
them to high amounts of moisture from a 
shower.

PORCH & FLOOR PAINTS

Used on concrete and wooden floorboards, 
these paints wear extremely well. Satin and 

gloss finishes are available. New concrete 
should be left to cure completely before 
painting; check their progress with a moisture 
meter.

DOOR & TRIM PAINTS

While a traditional architectural paint works 
fine, using a specialty paint designed for doors 
and trim is the way to go. These paints are 
designed to be durable to last longer, wear 
better, and be scrub-able. They are available 
in eggshell, pearl (satin), or semi-gloss 
finishes.

If you are not sure what paint is best to use, 
come see one of our Experts and we can 
help guide you to the right paint for the right 
project!

The Colour Shoppe Inc.

41 Morton Ave. East
519.753.3406

colourshoppeinc.com

HOME

CHRIS SCHMIDT

JUST ASK THE EXPERTS

Have a business idea, but not sure what’s 
next?

Just the other day I went to a new restaurant 
and was reminded of a business idea I had 
some time ago. Many of us have an idea, 
maybe we mull it over for a while and then 
we move on with our lives without further 
exploring it. Only a few will have an idea and 
then execute their plan. I don’t regret not 
pursuing my idea because I have had the 
opportunity to watch many investigate and 
implement their own business ideas through 
Enterprise Brant. If you choose to pursue 
it, we have excellent resources available to 
investigate your idea. 

Here are some more tips on how you can 
investigate your business idea. 

There is Google. Just “Google it” and see 
what is out there. Is there competition? Think 
about where you would fit in the market. If 
you find similar products, compare the quality 
and pricing. Use this tool to thoroughly 
investigate and plan for establishing yourself 
in the right market.

Talk to your friends and family about your 
idea and listen to their comments and 
feedback.

Prepare a survey. Find a spot like a local 
coffee shop for example and talk to people, 
ask them to take your survey and tell them 
about your idea. 

Go to the Brantford Brant Business Resource 
Centre (BRC). They have seminars and 

workshops as well as informed staff that 
are passionate about helping your business 
succeed. Get their feedback and follow their 
advice.  

Once you have thoroughly investigated, 
you can begin to put pen to paper and 
develop a plan. Good luck with your planning 
and remember, when you need financing, 
Enterprise Brant is here to help. We are the 
business financing experts.  

If you have an idea and want to follow your 
entrepreneurial dreams take action today!

Enterprise Brant
330 West Street , Unit 10
Brantford, ON N3R 7V5

519.752.4636
enterprisebrant.com

communications@enterprisebrant.com
Office hours: 8:30 to 4:30, M-F

BUSINESS SERVICES

CYNTHIA SWANSON, CPA CGA

LEARNING HOW CREDIT 
WORKS—EMPOWER 
YOURSELF WITH KNOWLEDGE

Credit reports and scores are an important part 
of life as a consumer in the modern world. 

Whether you consent to it or not, there are two 
independent credit bureaus in Canada that collect 
credit history information on how you use credit, 
how much debt you have built up, and whether you 
make credit monthly payments on time. The result is 
a two-part grading system, both a numerical score 
and a long-form report, which provides detailed 
information on how you behave with credit. If you’ve 
ever fallen on hard times, this can spell disaster for 
your credit future where banks are going to look 
at your situation unfavourably to offer personal 
credit. Luckily, you aren’t alone and you’re not out of 
options, either.

How Does Credit Work in Canada?

You don’t get to opt in or out of the credit system. 
If you borrow money from any financial institution, 
whether it’s auto loan or a credit card, you 
automatically start getting tracked by a credit bureau 
to see if you make those repayments or go over your 
credit limit. As of 2017, there are two credit bureaus 
operating in Canada: Equifax and TransUnion. 

Your credit report and score are not fully public 
information, but a wide range of businesses and 
individuals check your credit as a way of verifying 
whether you’re trustworthy or not. When you apply 
for a job or try to rent a new apartment, your 
prospective new boss or landlord may ask to check 
your credit score. Banks, insurance companies, 
mobile service providers and even government 
agencies can also check your credit score with 
consent. Declining to give permission can look quite 
suspicious.

Your credit report will show missed payments and 
other painful moments from your financial history. 
This information is summed up with a numerical 
score ranging from 300-900. Those with no credit 
history to speak of start at 300 and can work 
their way up to the highest score of 900 by using 
the system just right (i.e., always making on-time 

payments, having more credit available than used, 
having different types of credit and demonstrating 
competence over a long period of time). The good 
credit/bad credit threshold falls at 650—if your score 
is below this number, lenders will generally look at 
you with skepticism. If you’re higher than that, you’ll 
be seen more favourably.

That’s where bad credit car loans and other special 
financing options come into play for people who’ve 
fallen on hard times.

At Trip’s Auto, we understand your predicament and 
we want to get you back on the road even if your 
score is lower than 650. Bad credit doesn’t mean 
you’re a bad person. You deserve to move on and 
rebuild your credit and we can help.

Contact us today to learn more  
 519-752-CARS(2277)

Trip’s Auto Inc.
50 King George Rd. Brantford

tripsauto.ca
519.752.2277

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm / Sat. 9am-5pm

CAR BUYING

ZSOLT RACZ

DIGITAL MARKETING FOR 
SMALL BUSINESS EXPLAINED
Digital marketing is absolutely the key to success 

for pretty much every single business. With 
most new customers first finding a business online, 
it's safe to say that if you don't nail the specifics 
of digital marketing, you're just not going to be 
successful, particularly if you are a new business. 

Even if you are an existing business, you're just not 
going to get the new customers, it will be increasingly 
difficult to keep your existing customers, and you're 
not going to increase your order value.

However, it can be a frustrating nightmare for small 
business owners because there is just no common 
repository of knowledge of help and advice. While it's 
critically important to devote a good chunk of your 
efforts to online promotion, it's ridiculously frustrating 
and hard to get right.

What Do You Focus Your Marketing On?

The internet is key to getting new customers, 
whether it's from Google or Facebook, referrals or 
reviews.

Any marketing plan needs to focus on the following 
three things:

1. Getting new customers

2. Keeping existing customers

3. Increasing average order values

This has always been true for any business in history. 
Things are exceptional today, as never before has 
there been so much power available in the hands of a 
small business owner.

Just 25 years ago, the marketing platform of choice 
would have been the Yellow Pages. Sure, you had 
radio ads, television, mail and the newspaper, but for 
the Google of search 25 years ago, everybody went 
to The Yellow Pages! End of story.

Today, though, we have a huge variety of sources to 
market our business:

•  Google Search
•  Google Maps
•  Email marketing
•  Text marketing
•  Paid advertising
•  Facebook and social media

•  Review sites and online directories
•  Video media
•  Podcasts
Unfortunately, all this power and choice causes all 
sorts of problems due to the incredible complexity 
and the inability to really focus. As a small business 
owner, what do you choose? 

With so many options, you may suffer from 
“paralysis by analysis” because since you have so 
many things you could be doing, nothing gets done. 

Worse, you may be constantly worried that your 
competition is doing so much better than you are and 
understands everything they need to know about 
digital marketing. They seem to show up in online 
searches when people search for the services you 
also provide. 

How do you even know where to start?  

Continued next month…OR please feel free to 
contact me for more on this story and/or so that we 
can arrange to meet or talk on the phone.  If you 
have an existing website, I can review it and prepare 
a detailed audit report at no cost to you.

Beautiful Websites. Fast, mobile ready & optimized
Brant Internet Marketing Services

519-938-0056
michel.chevalier@pinpoinlocal.com
brantinternetmarketingservices.com

DIGITAL MARKETING

MICHEL CHEVALIER
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HILARY WRATHALL

🔗   hilarywrathall.com

email  hilary@peakalliance.ca

Imagine driving through a desirable 
neighbourhood and, just as you turn a corner, 

you see the absolutely perfect home.

Guess what? It's for sale! 

But, there’s a problem. Your current property 
isn't on the market. In fact, until this moment, you 
hadn’t seriously considered moving. 

So what do you do? 

Your first step is to find out more about the listing. 
Get a description of the property. Find out the 
listing price. Check out the size, layout, number of 
bedrooms and other features. If it all looks good, 
schedule a viewing. 

Chances are, you can do all that in less than a 
day. 

If you go to see the property and still love it, 
your next step is to determine if it fits within your 
budget. To do that, you'll need to quickly find out 
the Current Market Value of your home — what 

it will likely sell for — so you can determine how 
much money you'll have available after your 
outstanding mortgage and any other costs are 
deducted. It’s a smart idea to speak to your 
lender about getting a pre-approved mortgage at 
this point too. 

Next, you'll need to make an offer on the new 
home. Depending on the competitiveness of the 
neighbourhood, and the likelihood of multiple 
offers, you might need to list your home first. 
That, along with a pre-approved mortgage, will 
make your offer more credible. Sometimes that 
is not necessary, the seller is willing to give you 
time, negotiation is the key.

You might end up buying the new home before 
your current property sells. Although that might 
cause some jitters, this scenario happens all 
the time in real estate. If you do the right things, 
and prepare your home properly, there's a good 
probability it will sell in time and that everything 
else regarding the two transactions will go 
smoothly. But, you do need to move quickly and 
make some fast decisions if you want to get that 
perfect home. 

I can help. Call me.

My slogan says, “Hilary Helps” and 
I live by my word!

You can give me a call at 519-774-1279 or send 
me an email at hilary@peakalliance.ca for a 
private consultation.

JANICE BEST

🔗   goodhealthhypnosis.com

facebook  goodhealthhypnosis

instagram  goodhealthhypnosis

What would you like to achieve? Quit smoking? Lose weight? Improve your golf 
swing? Gain confidence? Sleep better? Improve your sports performance? 

Hypnosis can help you do all of these things and more!

The real reason people SMOKE is similar to hypnosis itself. That may be why 
thousands of people have used hypnosis to support their decision to QUIT SMOKING. 
You were not born with the urge to smoke. You have hypnotized yourself into 
repetitively doing it when you were bored, stressed, angry, or nervous. You can use 
hypnosis to deal with those unwanted states of mind in other ways.

We will provide you with FREE 30 to 40-minute screening to see if hypnosis can work 
for you. It is interesting and enlightening. We will give you an in depth and truthful 
explanation of hypnosis, and assess your situation. If we do not believe hypnosis will 
benefit you, we will tell you so. You have nothing to lose!

If we do take you as a client, and you have paid for a program, we guarantee your 
results, or provide FREE sessions until you have reached your goal.

If you are ready to regain control of your life, and to learn powerful tools that will help 
you align with your greatest self, we can help.

Is it time to show yourself some love, overcome the obstacles you are facing and get 
back on the right track?

Most people can be hypnotized. It depends on the individual’s response to the 
hypnotist. If you are willing to follow the hypnotist’s instruction, then it is highly likely 
that you can achieve what you are looking for, whatever you goal may be.

Are you feeling stuck, or confused, having trouble in your relationships? Hypnosis can 
help. Let go of jealousy and insecurity, and build a positive and dynamic relationship. 
Maybe you just want to improve your outlook on life.

Do you have a fear that is getting in the way of your enjoying your life more fully? 
Perhaps you have a fear of flying which prevents you from enjoying the ability to travel 
and see the sights or visit friends or family who live far away. Maybe you have a fear of 
speaking in front of a group, which is preventing you from attaining your dream job.

We can help you overcome your obstacles.

GOOD HEALTH HYPNOSIS, BRANTFORD, ONTARIO

226-400-1518      janice@goodhealthhypnosis.com

Hilary Wrathall
Sales Representative

�   Direct  519.774.1279
�   Office  519.442.3100

�   hilary@peakalliance.ca
�   hilarywrathall.com

/HilaryWrathallSRESRealtor

36 Grand River St. N. Paris

WHEN YOU SEE A HOME YOU LOVE

REACH YOUR GOALS WITH HYPNOSIS
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JUNE 
2019

Visit bscene.ca for more event information. 
Submit your events online using our convenient 
submission form! Closing date for next edition: JUNE 20
Email cancellations and changes to events@bscene.ca

BSCENE
PULL-OUT
EVENT GUIDE
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BSCENE
PUZZLES

SUDOKU
How To Play:
Complete the grid so each column, row and 3 X 3 box 
(with bold borders) contains every number 1 to 9.

Difficulty Level : 1

Used with permission from 
http://en.top-sudoku.com

For solution see page 13

YOUR GUIDE TO 
166 EVENTS IN 
BRANTFORD, BRANT
AND SIX NATIONS.

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

ONGOING EVENTS

June 1, 2 & 3  • Pre-order your Compost Bins & Rain Barrels online Community

June 1 - July 14 • Tracey Mae Chambers Exhibit Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant The Arts

June 1 - July 27  • Deron Douglas: It’s A Good Day To Be… Woodland Cultural Centre The Arts

June 1 - July 27 • Indigenous Art 2019 Woodland Cultural Centre The Arts

June 1 - Aug. 31 • Free One Month YMCA Trial YMCA of Hamilton|Burlington|Brantford Sports

June 1 - Oct. 13 (excl. Mon.) Tour Season for the Mohawk Chapel Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks 10:00 AM Community

Sat. June 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 • Free Amateur Poker Club Manny’s Place 02:00 PM Entertainment

Sun. June 2, 9, 16 & 30 • Singles Socials Dance Bantford Polish Hall (main hall) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Mon. June 3, 10, 17 & 24 • Sports Zone (ages 5 - 12) Major Ballachey Public School - gym 06:00 PM Sports

Mon. June 3, 10, 17 & 24 • Free Trivia Buck’s Tavern 07:00 PM Entertainment

Mon. June 3, 10, 17 & 24 • Trivia Mondays at Gametime Gametime Eatery and Entertainment 07:29 PM Entertainment

Mon. June 3, 10, 17 & 24 • Spotlight Monday Marvelous Lounge 010:00 PM Entertainment

Tues. June 4, 11, 18 & 25 • Kids Club! (ages 5 - 12) Major Ballachey Public School - Hub Room A & B 06:00 PM Community

Tues. June 4, 11, 18 & 25 • Tuesday Night Knitters County of Brant Public Library (Scotland-Oakland) 06:30 PM Community

Tues. June 4, 11, 18 & 25 • Free Amateur Poker Club Manny’s Place 07:00 PM Entertainment

Tues. June 4 - Sept. 17 • South Brant Legion Summer Cribbage Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant 
Legion) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Tues. June 4, 11, 18 & 25 • karaoke with The Sandman Marvelous Lounge 08:00 PM Entertainment

Wed. June 5 - 26 • Bell City Toastmasters (Regular Meeting) 101 Chatham St. (side door) 12:00 PM Education

Wed. June 5, 12, 19 & 26 • FREE Mindfulness Meditation Modo Yoga Brantford 06:00 PM Sports

Wed June 5 - Dec. 18 • Casual Knit & Chat County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:30 PM Community

Wed. June 5, 12, 19 & 26 • Catch The Ace Weekly Raffle Brant Rod & Gun Club 07:00 PM Community

Wed. June 5, 12, 19 & 26 • Free Amateur Poker Club Buck’s Tavern 07:00 PM Entertainment

Wed. June 5, 12, 19 & 26 • Open Mike with Trevor Marvelous Lounge 08:00 PM Entertainment

Thurs. June 6 - 27 • Fish & Chips Knights Hall 04:00 PM Community

Thurs. June 6, 13, 20 & 27 • SocaSize Dance Fitness Major Ballachey Public School 06:30 PM Sports
Thurs. June 6 - Sept. 19 • South Brant Legion Thursday Night Mix 
Horse Shoes

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant 
Legion) 06:45 PM Sports

Thurs. June 6, 13, 20 & 27 • Free Amateur Poker Club Sammy’s Creamery 07:00 PM Entertainment

Thurs. June 6, 13, 20 & 27 • Karaoke with Brad Brantford Polish Hall 07:00 PM Entertainment

Thurs. June 6, 13, 20 & 27 • Tipsy Thursday Marvelous Lounge 010:00 PM Entertainment

Thurs. June 6 - Aug. 8 • SheMotions Dance Class Airport Community Hall 12:30 PM Sports

Fri. June 7, 14, 21 & 28  • Dungeons & Dragons Drop-In (high school 
students only) County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 03:30 PM Entertainment

Fri. June 7, 14, 21 & 28 • Freestyle Fridays (ages 8 - 13) Major Ballachey Public School Hub Room A & B 06:00 PM Entertainment

Fri. June 7, 14, 21 & 28 • Line Dancing Lessons Bellview Community Hall 06:30 PM Entertainment

Fri. June 7, 14, 21 & 28 • Live Bands Marvelous Lounge 09:00 PM Entertainment

Sat. June 8, 15, 22 & 29 • Urban Saturdays Marvelous Lounge 010:00 PM Entertainment

Sun. June 9 - Sat. June 15 • Brantford Pride Week 2019 various locations Entertainment

Tues. June 11 & 25 • Brantford Fly Tyers and Fly Fishers Brant Rod & Gun Club 06:00 PM Education

SATURDAY, JUNE 1

Paris Horticultural Society Annual Garden Tour part of Spring Time in Paris 10:00 AM Community

Paris Optimist Spring Craft Show (part of Spring Time in Paris) Lions Park (Paris) 10:00 AM Community

1st Planting Party Kick Off (Brantford Food Forest) Parson’s Park (160 Ontario St. Brantford) 10:30 AM Community

Greg Mashinter (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

The Nelson Family Reunion Hope Memorial Spiritual Church 02:00 PM Entertainment

Garage & Bake Sale Riverview Terrace Retirement Residence 7:00 AM Community

Welcome to the Drag Parade Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 07:00 PM Entertainment

We All Need Music (Brant County Singers) Hope Christian Reformed Church 07:00 PM Entertainment

Dreamer The Supertramp Experience Brantford Convention Centre 07:30 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JUNE 2

Embracing Encaustics with Linda Blakney Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM Education

Paris Horticultural Society Annual Garden Tour part of Spring Time in Paris 10:00 AM Community

Jeff Harding Buck’s Tavern 01:00 PM Entertainment

Blues for Soldiers - Joel Johnson (doors open 12 noon) Brant Artillery Gunners Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Red Sox vs. Welland Jackfish Arnold Anderson Stadium at Cockshutt Park 02:00 PM Sports

Country Family Fun Day (supporting Crossing All Bridges Learning) Brant Artillery Gunners Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

Celebrating Twenty Years of The Grand River Chorus St. Pius X R.C. Church 03:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, JUNE 3

Excel 1 & 2 (2 day course incl. Mon. June 10, 9:30am) Doug Snooks Eagle Place Community Centre 9:30 AM Education

Elegant Summer Salads Sobeys Shellard Lane 12:30 PM Education

Brantford Downtown Jazz presents Denielle Bassels Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, JUNE 4

20th Annual Tom Longboat Run Six Nations Community Hall 8:30 AM Sports

Grand Bayou Cajun Kitchen Sign Night Grand Bayou Cajun Kitchen 06:00 PM Education

Green Screen Gaming for Teens & Adults County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:00 PM Entertainment

Live Music at A.R.T.C. Adult Recreation Therapy Centre 06:00 PM Entertainment

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5

Forget Me Not Golf Tournament (Alzheimer Society) Oak Gables Golf Club, 1505 Wilson St., Ancaster 01:00 PM Sports

Windows 10 T.B. Costain/SC Johnson Community Centre 06:30 PM Education

BBQ Basics County of Brant Public Library (St. George) 07:00 PM Education
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Voice Over Services  
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

●
●
●
●

Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com

yvonne@roundtablepr.com

Home | Fashion | Lifestyle
bringing the beauty of small batch to you

with a focus in Norfolk County

Wednesday - Sunday
10am - 6pm

The Shop At Sweetwater
3255 Cockshutt Road Scotland ON

1 km north of Boston
905-537-3936

�     �

HOME INSPECTIONS • NEW HOME WARRANTY 
INFRARED • WETT CERTIFIED • RADON INSPECTIONS 

519.754.6789    CherryHomeInspections.ca

4000 houses in  15 years and counting!

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

THGURSDAY, JUNE 6

14th Annual Golf Tournament (Paris & District Chamber of Com-
merce) The Oaks of St. George Golf Club Sports

Starter Company Plus Orientation Session Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise 
Centre (BRC) 9:30 AM Education

Brant Skills Centre’s 16th Annual Adult Spelling Bee Six nations Polytechnic (Brantford Campus) 06:00 PM Community

French Elegance Sobeys Shellard Lane 06:00 PM Education

FRIDAY, JUNE 7

PD Day STEM Camp Sylvan Learning of Brantford 9:00 AM Education

Stop The Stigma One Stroke at a Time The Oaks of St. George Golf Club 12:00 PM Sports

First Friday (5th Year Anniversary - featuring tours) Grace Gallery 05:30 PM The Arts

Peter Pan (Playful Fox Productions) St. Paul’s United Church 07:00 PM The Arts

See You Next Thursday - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall (Lounge) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Red Sox vs. Kitchener Panthers Arnold Anderson Stadium at Cockshutt Park 08:00 PM Sports

Friday Night Live with Three for the Show Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, JUNE 8

Burford Ram Rodeo Burford Fairgrounds Entertainment

Brantford Pay It Forward Festival Mohawk Park 9:00 AM Entertainment

OK Trades Competition Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 9:00 AM Education

Acrylic Painting with Robert Murray Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM Education

Child Hunger Brantford’s Annual Charity Golf Tournament Burford Golf Links 12:30 PM Sports

Blues for the Soldiers Brant Artillery Gunners Club 01:00 PM Entertainment

Grand River Grannies Annual Afternoon Tea and Historic House Tour Myrtleville House Museum 02:00 PM Community

Outspoken (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Peter Pan (Playful Fox Productions) St. Paul’s United Church 02:00 PM The Arts

A Night at the Opera Brantford Golf & Country Club 07:00 PM Community

Peter Pan (Playful Fox Productions) St. Paul’s United Church 07:00 PM The Arts

South Brant Legion Dance to Hwy 24 Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant 
Legion) 08:00 PM Entertainment

Saturday Night Live with DJ5150 Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JUNE 9

Burford Ram Rodeo Burford Fairgrounds Entertainment

Holmedale Art Crawl Holmedale Neighbourhood (various locations) 10:00 AM Community

Nova Vita Heels to Heal Walk Harmony Square 12:30 PM Community

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Edward James (Jim) Philpott Memorial Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant 
Legion) 02:00 PM Community

Peter Pan (Playful Fox Productions) St. Paul’s United Church 02:00 PM The Arts

MONDAY , JUNE 10

Cool Meals for Hot Summer Nights Sobeys Shellard Lane 12:30 PM Education

Brantford City Pride Flag Raising Brantford City Hall 03:00 PM Community

Pride is Political - Honouring Our Roots and Resistance Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 07:00 PM Education

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12

Safe Spaces 101 and LGBTQ2S Social County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 05:30 PM Education

Shopping Online T.B. Costain/SC Johnson Community Centre 06:30 PM Education

Brantford Red Sox vs. London Majors Arnold Anderson Stadium at Cockshutt Park 08:00 PM Sports

THURSDAY, JUNE 13

Thai Sensations Sobeys Shellard Lane 06:00 PM Education

Storm Chasing in Ontario Brant Sports Complex 07:00 PM Education

Sunset Rainbow Boat Cruise Grand River Dinner Cruises 07:30 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, JUNE 14

Fore the Animals Golf Tournament (Brant County SPCA) The Oaks of St. George Golf Club 10:45 AM Sports

Word 1 & 2 (2 day course incl. Fri. June 21, 11:30am) Major Ballachey Public School 11:30 AM Education

John Atley - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall (lounge) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live with Crank the Radio Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, JUNE 15

South Brant Legion Golf & Steak Dinner Delhi Golf & Country Club Sports

Brantford Pride Day 2019 Grand River Community Health Centre (walk begins) 
& Mohawk Park 12:00 PM Entertainment

Can JAM for Kids with Cancer Knights Hall 12:00 PM Entertainment

Mad Hatter’s Tea Party (proceeds to Home of Hope) Sydenham-Heritage United Church 02:00 PM Entertainment

Robin & Sam (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Saturday Night Live with Brant DJ Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JUNE 16

Father’s Day Brunch Myra’s Bar & Grill 11:00 AM Community

Blues for Soldiers - Morgan Davis (doors open 12 noon, season 
close) Brant Artillery Gunners Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

Bar & Patio Feature for Father’s Day Myra’s Bar & Grill 05:00 PM Community

Father’s Day Feast Myra’s Bar & Grill 05:00 PM Community

MONDAY, JUNE 17

Internet Basics Doug Snooks Eagle Place Community Centre 9:30 AM Education

Bring on the Bread Sobeys Shellard Lane 12:30 PM Education
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EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

TUESDAY, JUNE 18

11th Annual Community Leaders Breakfast Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 7:30 AM Education

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19

Healthy Harvest Boxes Delivered 12:00 PM Community

Job Searching Online T.B. Costain/SC Johnson Community Centre 06:30 PM Education

Library Book Club County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 07:00 PM Education

Brantford Red Sox vs. Barrie Baycats Arnold Anderson Stadium at Cockshutt Park 08:00 PM Sports

THUIRSDAY, JUNE 20

Ragin’ Cajun Sobeys Shellard Lane 06:00 PM Education

Yard Art County of Brant Public Library (St. George) 06:00 PM Education

FRIDAY, JUNE 21

Solidarity Day 2019 Six Nations Community Hall 12:00 PM Entertainment

Dustin Dads - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall (Lounge) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Red Sox vs. Toronto Maple Leafs Arnold Anderson Stadium at Cockshutt Park 08:00 PM Sports
Orchestra Breva presents Eroica, a sesquicentennial tribute to 
Laura Secord Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live with Rhapsody Rebels Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, JUNE 22

Sunshine Float for Dreams (Sunshine Foundation of Canada) Brant Park 9:00 AM Community

Computer Basics Woodman Park Community Centre 10:00 AM Education

Elana Harte (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

True North Beer Festival: Btown Harmony Square 02:00 PM Entertainment

Perch Fish Fry and Dance Brant Curling Club 05:30 PM Community

Saturday Night Live with DJ Tripp D Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

Molly Dyer @ Jeffrey’s Lounge Jeffrey’s Lounge 010:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JUNE 23

Gluten Free Goodness Expo (gluten-free) Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 10:00 AM Community

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Singles Socials Dance Branch 90 Legion Hall 07:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, JUNE 24

Smartphone Basics - Level 1 Doug Snooks Eagle Place Community Centre 9:30 AM Education

Ahhh Dessert Sobeys Shellard Lane 12:30 PM Education

Six Nations Tourism presents Movie Monday: Mohawk Girls Gathering Place by the Grand 07:00 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, JUNE 25

Contact North Drop-In Support County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 10:00 AM Education

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26

Creativity Club at the Library County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 06:30 PM Community

Day Tripping County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 07:00 PM Education

Brantford Red Sox vs. London Majors Arnold Anderson Stadium at Cockshutt Park 08:00 PM Sports

THURSDAY, JUNE 27

Euro Trip Sobeys Shellard Lane 06:00 PM Education

FRIDAY, JUNE 28

PowerPoint Basics Major Ballachey Public School 11:30 AM Education

Jeff Harding Paris Surf 07:00 PM Entertainment

Willie and Friends - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall (Lounge) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live with Anthony Abbruscato Due Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, JUNE 29

Jack Alexander (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Brant Navy League & Sea Cadet Corps 4th Annual Car Show Ben Mar Family Fun Centre & Johnny Be Good 03:30 PM Community

Saturday Night Live with DJ M Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JUNE 30

Brantford Red Sox vs. Guelph Royals Arnold Anderson Stadium at Cockshutt Park 02:00 PM Sports

JULY 2019

MONDAY, JULY  1

Canada Day - Green Team Lions Park, Brantford 01:00 PM Community

Brantford’s Canada Day Celebration Lions Park, Brantford 02:00 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, JULY  2

Yoga in the Square Harmony Square 7:15 AM Sports

Summer Art Camps: Ancient Tempera Painting (July 2 - 5) Circle By Hand 9:00 AM Education

Where Things Are Wild Summer Art Studio Camp (& July 3,4 & 5) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 9:00 AM Community

THURSDAY, JULY  4

Movies in the Square - The Grinch Harmony Square 08:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, JULY  5

First Friday Grace Gallery 05:30 PM The Arts
Music in the Square - Brantford Has Talent Winner Maddy MacK-
enzie Harmony Square 07:30 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, JULY  6

Brant Tour de Farm different locations in County of Brant 7:30 AM Education

SUNDAY, JULY  7

Wine Tour Mohawk Plaza 10:30 AM Entertainment
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TAREN DE ST. CROIX
🔗 downtownbrantford.ca 

facebook downtownbrantford 

twitter @downtownbrantfd 

Downtown Brantford in June is the place to be! All the 
restaurant and shop owners are eager to meet you and 

serve you! There is always something new to discover in 
Downtown Brantford and this month is loaded with exciting 
things to see and do. 
The YMCA Downtown Brantford is offering a free one month 
trial. Stop in for a tour and check out the state of the art 
facility, one of downtowns newest additions! 
Dreamer, The Supertramp Experience will be at the 
Brantford Convention Centre this month with an all live 
eight piece band featuring Emmy Award Winner Phil Naro! 
The Sanderson Centre is featuring many performances in 
June including Denielle Bassels, Indie-Swing chanteuse 
Denielle Bassels hails from Toronto ON. Her original 
music whimsically weaves a caravan of influences from 
her childhood and travels abroad from folk and blues, 
to Parisian jazz manouche and swing. In 2017 Denielle 

released her much anticipated album What About Wool 
Wishbags which has been described as “Ella Fitzgerald 
sipping tea on a rollercoaster with the Mad Hatter”. 
Denielle’s voice is as pure and rich as her performance 
style. She will immerse you in her tales. Orchestra 
Breva Presents “Eroica -A Sesquicentennial Tribute to 
Laura Secord. Laura Ingersoll Secord’s remarkable and 
significant contributions to our country’s history will be 
recognized in this concert celebration highlighting her 
heroic acts and life's journey, illustrated through music 
significant to her time and circumstance. Featuring 
classical musicians, Indigenous artists, local historians 
and Beethoven’s Eroica Symphony, conducted by 
Melanie Paul Tanovich.There’s never a shortage of 
entertainment in Downtown Brantford! 
Not to be missed, Karaoke with the Sandman at 
Marvelous Lounge, Open Mike with Trevor, and Live 
Bands. Also, the First Friday at Grace Gallery. Modo 
Yoga is offering free Mindful Meditation in June, be 
sure to check our website for all the contact details! 
There are lots of activities at the Brantford Public 
Library this month including National Indigenous 
Peoples Day -Dancing & Crafts with the Birch Canoe, 
Baby & Me, Drop-In Youth Cafe, Family Drop In, Stop 
Smoking Workshop, Little Picassos, crafting classes 
and many lifestyle seminars. Be sure to visit their 
website for all the details! brantford.library.on.ca 
We suggest you make Downtown Brantford your 
destination and visit everything it has to offer. Connect 
with us online at www.downtownbrantford.ca and 
find a full directory that lists all the businesses in the 
downtown core. Join us on Facebook to keep up with 
what’s happening downtown daily. Please like our 
page, share our posts and share your experience in 
Downtown Brantford. 

D O W N T O W N  B R A N T F O R D  I S  T H E  P L A C E  T O  B E !

CHRISTINE MACARTHUR

🔗 brantlibrary.ca 

facebook brantlibrary 

twitter @brantlibrary

instagram brantcountypubliclibrary 

David Chapman was just four years old 
when a nearby lightning strike sparked 

his passion and curiosity for storms. When he 
saw a tornado blow through Grey County just 
a few years later, his mind was made up. “I 
told my friends the next day that I was going 
to be a storm chaser when I got older. I have 
been watching the sky for as long as I can 
remember.”   

This month David will be bringing his lifetime 
of adventure to the County of Brant, as the 
Library hosts a very special program at the 
Brant Sports Complex. Storm Chasing in 
Ontario will take place on Thursday, June 
13 at 7:00 pm and is free for everyone to 

attend. Registration is required, so you must 
register online at the Library’s website www.
brantlibrary.ca or call us at 519-442-2433 to 
save your spot. 

In David’s presentation, he’ll share first-hand 
footage and stories, including recordings of 
the 2013 tornado east of Arthur, Ontario, 
which lasted over 15 minutes. This program 
is for anyone who loves weather. You’re sure 
to learn something new thanks to David’s 
immense knowledge of storms. For example, 
did you know that microbursts can be more 
powerful than tornadoes? “The strongest ever 
recorded microburst was on the east coast of 
the United States, far away from tornado alley 
in the Great Plains. It had winds of roughly 
240 km per hour, which is equivalent to a low 
end EF-3 tornado. This is just two notches 
below the strongest type of tornadoes, the 
EF-5, capable of winds of over 450 km per 
hour!” 

This program is part of the Library’s free 
Countdown to Summer series. For more 
information on this series, visit the County of 
Brant Public Library online or in-person at any 
one of our five branches in the County. 

Storm Chasing in Ontario
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Think video stores are dead?  Paying high 
cable fees instead?

We have a surprise for you: Movie Junkie 
is turning two!

Get to know us or be welcomed back.  
560 West St. for the fun you lack!

Celebrate our birthday Saturday June 
15th at Tin Cup, 61 Lynden Rd. 

Comedian Lars Classington 5-7pm

Jukebox Social - cover band 7-10pm

Tickets: $10pp includes 2 changes to win door prizes!

Get your tickets at Movie Junkie: 560 West St. (next to the West 
Garden Buffet)  519-304-7222

M O V I E  J U N K I E  T U R N S  T W O ! 

Su
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Host a Student from France or Spain

Help us give international teenagers an opportunity to experience Canadian family life
and culture for 3 or 4 weeks in July.  Students attend a full program of classes and activities every

weekday; and we are seeking hosts in the Brantford area to provide a welcoming family environment.
Families are paid $585 for 3 weeks, and $785 for 4 weeks.  It is possible to host two students.  Show a
Spanish or French student Canadian hospitality while giving your family a fantastic cultural experience!

Refer a friend who hosts this summer and receive a $75 thank you!

Please email ellen@canadalinc.com or call 519.732.0317 for more information.

ANNE HERBISON-RUDDELL
Community Development Manager

🔗 novavita.org 

email aruddell@novavita.org 

“Nova Vita saved my life.” This is a phrase we hear 
far too often. 

Did you know that every six days a woman in 
Canada is killed by her intimate partner?  

We need to do better, and it starts right here in our 
community. 

Brantford is currently ranked 2nd in Ontario and 
6th in all of Canada for police reported incidents 
of domestic violence. We at Nova Vita, see every 
day how exposure to domestic violence and 
homelessness impacts individuals and families, 
and we work diligently to provide safe shelter, 
crisis support, individual and group counselling to 

everyone in our community. As the needs remain 
high for all of our services, fundraising events and 
community partnerships are critical.

We Can’t Do It Alone. We Need Your Help! 

We are calling on men and people of all ages and 
genders to #StandTall with Nova Vita at our 9th 
Annual Nova Vita Heels to Heal Walk. This year 
we need to raise $25,000 at our walk to continue 
providing the necessary support and services 
needed by the more than 1,200 people who will 
turn to Nova Vita for help this year. 

You can make a difference by registering to walk 
and collecting pledges. Rally your friends, family 
and colleagues, challenge a competitor on social 
media, set a fundraising goal, and start your 
campaign to help spread the word that domestic 
violence is never OK. 

On Sunday June 9th, gather in Harmony Square, 
wear your red shoes or red high heels to show your 
community that you support victims of domestic 
violence, and walk the wobbly 1 km walk. Together, 
we can #StandTall. Together, we can change the 
statistics and send the message that every person 
is entitled to a life without violence. 

Join Nova Vita and Walk to Support 
Victims of Domestic Violence.
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MONDAY, JULY 1ST/ LA FETE DU CANADA

Bring your own water 
bottle and visit our free 
Quench Buggy!

Young Canadians Area  presented by

STEVE BROWN SPORTS COMPLEX/LIONS PARK 
FULL DAY OF EVENTS BEGIN AT 2:00PM • FIREWORKS AT 10:00PM

FREE TRANSIT SHUTTLE • PARKING $10

Minimum size of small logo
30mm wide

Maximum size of small logo
60mm wide

Large logo: over 60mm wide

Small logo: 30–60mm wide

01
7 August 2017

File name tim_hortons_master_logo
Client Tim Hortons
Project Master Logo
Artworker RS

Printed colours

186

Warwick Building, Avonmore Road
London, W14 8HQ, United Kingdom
+44 (0)20 8994 7190

@BrantfordCelebratesCanadaDay I       @CoBCanadaDay
519-756-1500 I brantford.ca/CanadaDay I canadaday@brantford.ca

MONDAY, JULY 1MONDAY, JULY 1
STEVE BROWN SPORTS COMPLEX/LIONS PARK STEVE BROWN SPORTS COMPLEX/LIONS PARK 

FULL DAY OF EVENTS BEGIN AT 2:00PM FULL DAY OF EVENTS BEGIN AT 2:00PM 
FREE TRANSIT SHUTTLE FREE TRANSIT SHUTTLE 

Brantford Commons Agency

 

King George Rd   Brantford 
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JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz

facebook @jjackowetz

B
y the end of 1980s the City 
was optimistic. The 1990s 

was predicted to be Brantford’s 
decade. New civic projects 
were progressing, over 100 new 
companies had set up shop 
in Brantford since 1985, and 
real estate brokers reported 
that there was an increasing 
number of people looking to 
move to and settle in Brantford. 
Brantford had turned a corner 
and was confidently expecting an 
improving economy.

EDUCATION

In 1990, the Brant County Board 
of Education made a major 
investment in technology by 
installing a keyboard conferencing 
system, desk-top publishing, and 
one computer in every classroom. 
French immersion was under 
threat as the school board looked 
to reduce costs by reducing its 
scope. The introduction of junior 
kindergarten was contentious 
because of the money needed to 
run the programme.
Students with academic challenges 
in grade school were identified and 
directed to vocational programmes 
at Herman Fawcett. Changes made 
by the Ministry of Education led 
to destreaming and consequently, 
Herman Fawcett Secondary 
School needed to make changes 
to its programmes in order to 
accommodate a wider range of 
students. These changes led to the 
renaming of the school in 1995 to 
Tollgate Technological Skills Centre.
Thomas B. Costain elementary 
school closed in 1998, after 
45 years of service to its 
neighbourhood. Half-day child care 
was launched at Pauline Johnson 
Collegiate in 1988. The programme 

was expanded and a preschool 
programme was introduced in 1995 
with the opening of a new building 
next to the high school. A day-
care centre for Herman Fawcett 
Secondary School was rejected by 
City Council in 1992. These day-
care centres were designed to 
keep teenage mothers in school. 
The province stepped in to provide 
funding. The Brant Community 
Development Agency then agreed 
to fund and operate the day-
care. The day-care continued to 
operate until the demise of the 
Brant Community Development 
Agency. The public school board 
also initiated the Learning, Earning, 
and Parenting programme in 1999. 
This programme allowed teenage 
mothers on welfare to attend 
school. The Lansdowne Children’s 
Centre which provided day-care for 
over 1,000 disabled children and 
young adults got a new facility. The 
centre began in 1952. In 1998, the 
new facility opened at the former 
Jane Laycock School on Mount 
Pleasant Street. It was funded by 
provincial money and community 
donations.
Enrollment at the Catholic School 
Board continued to increase. 1990 
witnessed the largest 
increase in its history 
requiring the hiring 
of 27 teachers and 
the addition of eight 
portables. To alleviate 
overcrowding at the 
secondary school 
level, Assumption 
College School 
opened in the fall 
of 1992. St John’s 
College became 
the first school in 
Ontario to hire a 
police resource 
officer, Constable Bill 
Doherty, to create 
a better rapport 
between students 
and the police and 
to help students 
understand the role 

of a police officer in the community. 
Chief Bob Peeling led this initiative. 
When Assumption College School 
opened in 1992 the police resource 
officer divided their time between 
the two schools. This programme 
was expanded to North Park, 
Pauline Johnson, and Tollgate Tech 
in September 1990, and to BCI in 
September 2000.
Funding cuts to education made 
by the Bob Rae NDP government 
in 1993 and further cuts made 
by the Mike Harris Progressive 
Conservative government led to 
teacher unrest. Teachers began to 
work to rule and withdrew services 
such as coaching sports teams 
and after-hours homework help. 
In 1993, the county’s public high 
school teachers were the second 
lowest paid in the province so they 
launched a two-month work to 
rule campaign in protest. In 1997, 
separate school board teachers 
went on strike, the board’s first 
ever teacher strike. Later in 1997, 
teachers from both boards joined 
a province-wide strike to protest 
government cutbacks and education 
policies. In 1998 public secondary 
school teachers worked to rule for 
four months while negotiating a new 

contract.
Dr. James Hillier, the co-inventor of 
the electron scanning microscope, 
offered to match locally raised 
money to establish a scholarship 
in his name for science students 
intending to attend university. 
A $1.2 million scholarship was 
established in 1996.
The passing of the province’s 
Fewer School Boards Act in 1997 
resulted in the amalgamation of the 
Brant County Board of Education, 
Norfolk Board of Education, and 
the Haldimand Board of Education 
into the Grand Erie District School 
Board on 1-January-1998. The 
Catholic Boards in the three 
counties were amalgamated into the 
Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic 
District School Board.
Enrollment at Mohawk College was 
exploding at this time. Enrollment 
jumped by 20 percent from 1989 
to 1990. Desks and classrooms 
were in short supply; the school 
implemented a shift system to 
accommodate the students. The 
college invested in a campus 
expansion in the early 1990s that 
saw the school change from a 
satellite campus to a full-service 
campus. Continuing budget 

Brantford
in the

199O's
Part 5

Assumption College School opened in 1992 to ease the overcrowding at St John’s College. 
Brantford’s second Catholic High School since the merger of St John’s and Providence 

College. An addition was completed in 2007. (photo by the author)

The Strap. Strapping, generally applied to the hand, was a form of corporal punishment, used to discipline children. The 
strap was made of leather or a rubber belt wrapped in canvas. Strapping was banned in public schools in 1992. The sepa-
rate school board banned the strap in 1987. The use of the strap in Canadian schools was outlawed by the Supreme Court 
of Canada in 2004.
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constraints affected the number 
of programmes the campus could 
offer. In 1996, the school planned 
to build a third building, but the 
provincial government implemented 
a freeze on capital spending. The 
school then opted to discontinue 
its nursing programme in Brantford, 
a programme that was transferred 
from the Brantford General Hospital 
in 1973. The College looked to move 
into the Eaton’s Market Square 
building or the icomm building as 
an alternative to expanding its 
campus. The move had the backing 

of the provincial government since 
the College would be leasing the 
buildings rather than owning them 
but a move never materialised.
In the 1990s, Brantford was the 
largest city in the province without a 

university. A committee of the Brant 
Community Futures Development 
Corporation, later known as the 
Grand Valley Education Society 
planned to open a private liberal 
arts university in the city, to be 
named the University College of 
the Grand Valley. Coincident with 
this plan Wilfrid Laurier University 
was considering Brantford for a 
satellite campus and approached 
the Grand Valley Education Society. 
Laurier was interested in the icomm 
building, but it had just been sold 
for a casino. Laurier also expressed 

interest in establishing a 
campus in the Victoria Park 
area. In May 1998, the City 
offered Laurier the renovated 
and vacant Carnegie Library 
building. On 30-June-1998, 
the City and Laurier agreed to 
operate a temporary campus 
in the Carnegie building for a 
five-year period. In September 
1999, 39 students, known 
as the pioneers, began their 
studies in the Contemporary 
Studies programme, a 
programme unique to the 
Brantford campus. In 2000, the 
City gifted the Holstein building 
to the university for use as a 
residence.
In 2000, enrollment at Mohawk 
was up to 725 students, 
Mohawk’s thirtieth year in 
Brantford. Laurier had an 
enrollment of 130 full time 

students in 2000, its second 
year of operation in Brantford.

P.U.C.

The Public Utilities Commission 
(P.U.C.) was responsible for 
Brantford’s water works, 
electricity distribution, and the 
buses. It was formed in 1935 by 
the amalgamation of the Hydro 

Electric Commission, the Board 
of Water Commissioners, and the 
Municipal Railway Commission. 
As the decade progressed, 
disagreements and tensions 
developed between the P.U.C. 

board and the City over the cost 
of running a second elected body 
to manage water, electricity, and 
the buses. The City hoped to save 
$1 million a year by eliminating the 
P.U.C. and taking the services in 
house, except for electricity, which 
would be set up as a separate City-
owned company, as per provincial 
regulations. A separate P.U.C. 
was seen by many critics to be 
an antiquated form of managing 
these services. The dismantling of 
the P.U.C. began in 1996 and was 
completed on 30-August-1998 
when the P.U.C. was dissolved and 
its elected board was replaced by a 
City appointed board.
In 1990, a geneticist at the 
University of Western Ontario (now 
Western University) in London 
advised residents not to drink the 
tap water because the presence of 
NDMA (N-Nitrosodiamethylamine) 
made Brantford water unsafe 
to drink. The main source of 
the contamination was from the 
Uniroyal Chemical plant in Elmira. 
This led civic leaders to question 
the ability of the PUC to provide 
clean, dependable water services. In 
1996, a new water treatment system 
was introduced to eliminate the foul 
taste of the drinking water. This 
system also reduced the amount 
of chlorine that needed to be used. 
The foul taste was not related to the 

Uniroyal contamination.
Bus ridership continued to decline 
while losses from operating the 
service increased. A new bus 
terminal, smaller air-conditioned 
buses and various marketing 
programmes did not stabilise 
ridership. Consequently, fares 
increased and service was 
reduced. In 1995, the provincial 
government cut transit subsidies to 
municipalities which increased the 
losses suffered by the City. In 1999, 
Brantford Transit introduced dial-
a-bus which was North America’s 
first curb-to-curb bus service. 
This service operated on weekday 
and Saturday evenings and all-
day Sunday in place of a fixed bus 
route. A customer would be picked 
up at their door within 45 minutes 
of calling for a bus. The service 
was so successful that additional 
buses were added but rising losses 
forced the service to be cut back. 
It was reduced to two fixed routes 
and four on-demand buses. The 
P.U.C. operated the city transit 
service from 1935 until March 1997 
when the municipality took over. 
Bus service between Brantford and 
Paris operated by the P.U.C. ended 
on 21-June-1996. Private operator 
About Town Transportation provided 
service between the two centres 
from 1996 until 2004.

James Hillier, born in Brantford in 1915, was a graduate 
of Brantford Collegiate Institute and the University 
of Toronto. Hillier and colleague Albert Prebus built 
the first North American electron microscope at the 
University of Toronto in 1938. Hillier rose through the 
ranks at RCA and when he retired he was the Executive 
Vice President and Chief Scientist of RCA Labs. Hillier 
remained involved with the Brantford community and 
established the James Hillier Foundation in 1993 to 
award annual scholarships in Brant County students 
pursuing an education in Science. Hillier is buried in 
the Farringdon Cemetery. (photo from the Brantford Historical 
Society)

PUC Building. This mid-century modern building opened in 1957. It was the headquarters of the Public 
Utilities Commission. Built for $395,000 by Hamill Construction of Galt (now Cambridge), Ontario. 
The building was remodelled and repurposed into classroom and administration space for Nipissing 
University in 2008. Nipissing closed their Brantford campus in 2018. (photo by the author)

Pauline Johnson Collegiate Child Care Centre. This $450,000 building opened in 1995 replacing a former 
windowless tech classroom. The centre was built under the direction of its first director, Geke Nolden, to 
provide a bright, airy environment for the children. The day care accommodates 10 infants, 10 toddlers, 
and 24 pre-school children. The centre is now known as the Brantford Little School Community Child 
Care Centre and is open to all children. (photo by the author)

Constable Bill Doherty, high school resource officer. St John’s College became the first school in 
Ontario to hire a police resource office, to create a better rapport between students and the police 
and to help students understand the role of a police officer in the community. (photo from the Brantford 
Police 1990 Annual Report)
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RENEE VANDERHARST 

🔗  habitatbn.org
facebook HabitatforHumanityBN
pinterest brantrestore
twitter @HabitatBN

At the Habitat for Humanity ReStore we 
offer building supplies. We also offer 
appliances, furniture, housewares, 

home décor and seasonal items. But we 
offer far more than that. The Restore offers 
important services to our community above 
and beyond discount retail.

Last year, our Restores located at 80 Morton 
Ave East in Brantford and 29 Park Road in 
Simcoe kept 1.2 million pounds out of our 
local landfills! When you donate or shop at 
the ReStore you are helping us divert waste, 
which means we are using fewer resources, 
protecting our environment, and being more 
responsible consumers. We also offer scrap 
metal and e-waste collection, and a salvage 
program where we remove your kitchen free 
of charge. You save the cost of labour and 
dumping, plus we give you a tax receipt in 
the amount we sell your kitchen for in the 
ReStore. Talk about a win, win, win situation. 

All the proceeds from these programs go into 
our build fund. 

Habitat for Humanity is changing the 
trajectory of affordable home ownership. 
Did you know there are currently over 1,700 
households on the waiting list for affordable 
housing in Brantford? In the past two 
decades we have served 23 families, building 
single detached family homes and semis. We 
will be building 24 new homes for families 
and individuals over the next 4 years thanks 
to one of the first stacked town building 
projects of its kind in Brantford. We are 
very proud of the new multi-residential build 
planned for 200 Brantwood Park Road – and 
we are thankful, because it would not be 
possible without your support.

According to a study conducted by the 
Boston Consulting Group, the social 
return on investment of Habitat’s model of 
affordable home ownership, every Habitat 
home generates $175,000 worth of benefits 
to society.  The Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation also found that after 
purchasing a home through Habitat for 
Humanity, our families reported improved 
health, happiness, and overall well being. 
Both of those impressive stats translate into 
“we help build community.”

There’s no shelf big enough for us to display 
that!

More than Just What is on the Shelf

twitter @goskip

facebook SKIPBrantford

instagram @skipbrantford

🔗  goskip.org

It's that time of year again... last month was Mother's 
Day focused, and now it's time for Dad to have his 

special day. This month on SKIP's Road to BURST, we 
are celebrating Dads in a big way! We are hosting a 
tie-making contest for the month of June... but what 
if you don't know how to sew? That's fine, you can 
make a tie out of any materials you want! Create a 
personalized tie for your dad, take pictures, and email 
them to info@goskip.org, upload to our facebook page 
@SKIPBrantford. The winner will be determined by 
the number of votes they have, so share your photo 

on all of your social media platforms with the hashtag 
#SKIPtie19, and receive either Earl Haig passes, 
BURST swag, or BURST passes for the colour run. 
We can't wait to see your crea-tie-vity! We're sure the 
special male role model in your life will enjoy it too :)

S K i P ’ S  R O A D  T O  B U R S T  C O N T I N U E S

Su
bm

itt
ed

 G
ra

ph
ic



21JUNE  2019

COLLEEN TOMS 

twitter @BCHSFoundation

facebook BCHSFoundation

🔗  bchsysfoundation.org

Few of us choose to visit the Emergency Department 
(ED) at the Brantford General, but when we do it’s 
comforting to know that we can all experience life-

saving medical attention from skillful physicians, nurses and 
staff and benefit from cutting-edge hospital technology.

The Emergency Department at the Brant Community 
Healthcare System (BCHS) frequently operates well above 
its functional capacity, with current trends indicating that 
ED staff will treat well over 60,000 patients in 2019, a 
staggering 45 per cent increase from just nine years earlier 
when the staff treated an average of 40,000 patients per 
year. In all, The ED at the Brantford General is responsible 
for up to 69% of all patient admissions to the BCHS.

This annual, compounding increase in patient volume can 
create some unique logistical challenges for a hospital that 
services a rapidly growing community.

BCHS Emergency Department Team Leader and ER Run-
Walk coordinator, RN Christina Barker is no stranger to 
working in the busy ED environment.

“Patient volumes are unpredictable in the ED; urgent cases 
can often show up at unexpected times and sometimes all 
at once.” Christina said. “We are usually able to triage and 
assess patients efficiently, but in recent years the numbers 
are climbing even higher, making it increasingly tough to 
stay ahead of the curve.”

To combat patient flow at the Brantford General, help was 
desperately needed.

The call for help was answered on March 2, 2018 as 
the provincial government announced support for a 
comprehensive redevelopment, expansion and renovation 
of the Emergency Department at the Brant Community 
Healthcare System, Brantford General site. 

As part of this multi-million dollar redevelopment, the 

Emergency Department will be expanded to include new 
entrances, the addition of 371 square metres of space, while 
renovating an existing 288 square metres of existing space 
to improve visibility for patients and staff, and ensure patient 
privacy and confidentiality. 

The provincial government uses a 90/10 cost-share funding 
model and the Brant Community Healthcare System (BCHS) 
Foundation will be required to cover the later 'local' share. In 
addition, it is expected that there will also be a need for new 
and replacement equipment to be utilized in the new space.
The BCHS Foundation needs to raise in excess of $5 million 
in support of this exciting project. These funds will support 
the redevelopment of the Emergency Department as well 
as help us continue to put the technology and tools in the 
hands of our physicians and staff caring for our patients. 

Your investment will help to keep our local healthcare 
system strong. The purchase of new and replacement 
medical equipment is not covered by Ontario’s healthcare 
funding model, which is why we turn to the community to 
help us bridge this funding gap.

“We are grateful that the BCHS Foundation and their 
generous donors are here to help provide the extra 
funding needed to redevelop and renovate the Emergency 
Department space, and purchase much-needed equipment,” 
said Lori Petrie-Mulrain, Clinical Director of BCHS 
Emergency, Critical Care, Inpatient Medicine, Rehabilitation 
and Stroke Unit. “Fundraising events like the upcoming 
ER Run-Walk can make a significant impact to the ED 
redevelopment project, and what better way to raise 
money than an event that also benefits the health of its 
participants?”

The ER Run-Walk was the brainchild of emergency 
staff and regional paramedics. BCHS RNs Christina 
Barker, Cheryl Caswell, Taryn Smith and Cheryl Staats 
spearheaded the cause along with retired Paramedic Duty 
Chief Randy Papple. The group spent countless personal 
hours organizing the committee, recruiting members and 
approaching community organizations for support.

“The staff in the ED are truly passionate about patient 
care,” said Lori Petrie-Mulrain. “They saw a charity Run-
Walk as a way to give back to our entire community and 
an opportunity to raise awareness of the need for greater 
community support for the Emergency Department.”

The event was designed with ranges of participation in mind 
and three different run-walk options: a leisurely 1 km family 
walk for every age and ability level, a 5 km walk or run for 

the more adventurous, and a full 10 km run for competitive 
participants. The 5 km and 10 km courses will be timed runs.

“We chose a Run-Walk format because it promotes a healthy 
lifestyle and it doesn’t exclude less active individuals who 
still want to come out and support the cause,” said RN 
and Run-Walk organizer Cheryl Caswell. “We also wanted 
to provide a challenge for serious runners with accurate 
timing, as well as a venue for new runners who want to start 
running.”

BCHS Foundation Community Development Assistant, 
Shanna Dunlop, is determined to make this year’s event 
fun for the whole family. “We had a great turnout last year–
everyone had a blast,” she said. “This year we wanted to 
offer the same level of support for even more dedicated 
runners, young families, and children especially.”

The 2019 ER Run-Walk will feature a variety of family 
friendly activities including a bouncy castle, and Band-Aid 
the Clown will be providing balloon animals and juggling at 
the event.

This year, an easy-to-use registration and tracking system 
will allow participants to register online, create and manage 
a team of runners, collect pledges and send messages to 
supporters using email and social media. 

Participants 20 years of age and older are required to raise 
or donate $40 to participate. Students 13 to 20 years old 
are asked to raise $20. Pledges are welcomed, but not 
necessary for any children under 13 years of age, and each 
participant will be provided with a free lunch on the day of 
the event.

The ER Run-Walk Committee hopes that the BCHS 
Foundation can entice more local groups and families 
looking for some healthy weekend fun, as well as serious 
runners looking for a new challenge to add to their early 
October calendar.

Printable registration packs and pledge forms are available 
online now. Download yours today and register online using 
RaceRoster at: www.ERRunWalk.com

Please join us on Saturday, Oct. 5 at Waterworks Park 
located at 322 Grand River Avenue, Brantford to unite as a 
community and help the BCHS Foundation with the BCHS 
Emergency Department’s vital expansion and renovation. 
Your support will help us to reduce patient wait times, 
enhance patient experiences and create a more patient-
centred environment that improves privacy and accessibility.

RUN, WALK AND SUPPORT THE EMERGENCY  
DEPARTMENT REDEVELOPMENT ON OCT. 5

From left: RN Fran Osborne, grateful patient David Leyland, Oncologist Dr. Paul Barnfield, RN Amy Welsh and RN Melanie Scott in the 
Brant Community Cancer Clinic. (Submitted photo)
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McHAPPY DAYS with ARNOLD ANDERSEN SPORTS FUND
May 8, 2019 • Area McDonalds Locations • D Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK AT MAY THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

LITTLE STRING ORCHESTRA 
SPRING CONCERT

April 28, 2019 • Cedarview Church, Brantford
D Jason Freeze
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25TH ANNUAL DESSERT NIGHT  

WITH A TWIST
MAY 6, 2019 • Paris Fair Grounds

D Jason Freeze

ONTARIO SINGS, May 25 2019 D JASON FREEZE

THE LION THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE, May 17, 2019 D JASON FREEZE

CEILIDH IN THE COACH HOUSE WITH FINLAGGAN, May 4 2019 D JASON FREEZE
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PARIS NIGHT MARKET
Sat. June 29
4pm - 11pm

Paris Fairgrounds
Paris Ontario

150+ Vendors - indoor & outdoor  |  Live Music
Beer Garden  |  Shoot to WIN  | Kids Zone

Food Trucks

Tickets: $5 in ADVANCE @ www.allcanadianevents.com
or $7 AT THE GATE (cash only), 12 & under FREE

�

presented by


