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BScene is a local Entertainment & Community 
Guide, showcasing the #BRANTastic features of 
Brantford, Brant and Six Nations through engaging 
content and with the Best Event Guide in our 
community. 

BScene is distributed free, every month through 
key community partners throughout Brantford, 
Brant and Six Nations. BScene has a local network 
of over 500 distribution points including local 
advertisers, retail outlets, dining establishments, 
and community centres. For a complete list, please 
visit bscene.ca 

As a community paper and forum for sharing 
thoughts and experiences, the views expressed 
in the magazine are not necessarily those of the 
Publisher, Editor, other contributors, advertisers or 
distributors unless otherwise stated. 

BScene is wholly owned and published by Jason 
Freeze. All content © 2019 and all rights to 
distribution are reserved by BScene. 

ADVERTISING
BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500 
drop locations throughout Brantford, Brant and 
Six Nations each month. BScene also publishes 
unique online content throughout each month 
as well as providing the Best Event Guide in the 
community. We have an engaged and dedicated 
readership who are invested in experiencing what 
our community has to offer.
 
For advertising inquiries, please contact:
Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 
jason@bscene.ca 
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BSCENE’s RECYCLING PROGRAM   
The BSCENE paper stays local and supports local endeavours as 
much as possible.  Our publication was printed locally at Ricter Web 
Printer for years.  After its closing, we chose McLaren Press Graphics in 
Gravenhurst, a family owned business.  From there, we distribute locally 
to many businesses and organizations within our grand community.  Then 
at the end of the month, we’ll collect any left over papers for recycling.  
These papers are recycled through a special fundraising program with 
Sydenham-Heritage United Church and Hartmanns Canada.  Hartmann’s 
is a local egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale that turns 
the papers into egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store.  
The money raised through this fundraising program gets sent back to 
Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used in their Green programs 
for sustainable upgrades.  BSCENE prides itself on supporting local 
whenever we can.

Congratulations to all the staff and volunteers at Habitat for Humanity Brant/Norfolk 
for celebrating their 20th anniversary last month!

Ph
ot

o:
 B

ru
ce

 F
re

ez
e

A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce

CANADA’S NATIONAL MORTGAGE COMPANY

Forest City Funding Inc. Lic #10671
Independently Owned & Operated

Purchases | Debt Consolidations
Renovations | Renewals

Greg Munro
Mortgage Agent

226-919-7575
mortgageswithgreg.com

�
�

“For EVERY Stage in Your Life...
We have a Mortgage for That”
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Your LOCAL Butcher Shop

403 Fairview Dr.
519-752-3151

www.strodes.ca

Specializing in All your BBQ needs!

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

email yvonne@roundtablepr.com

🔗 roundtablepr.com

For many in Brantford/Brant and beyond, Elberta 
Farms Country Market on Governors Road 

is the go-to spot for fresh, local produce. Many 
customers of the nearly 50-year-old landmark 
drop by weekly, all year round, from as far away 
as Toronto for their local farm fresh eggs, fruits, 
vegetables, apple cider and more! 

The family business was started by their father 
Joseph and mother Elizabeth, whom the operation 
is named after. It began in 1967 on the same 
location where it remains today. The farm began 
with a few acres of apples, tomatoes, cucumbers, 
peppers and more. By 1970, “the garden” 

became so abundant, they decided to offer their 
homegrown produce to the local community. 

The markets popularity and success stems from 
a hard work ethic, that all six Berta children grew 
up with. Andrew, Michael and Stephen who run 
the operation with the guidance of their mother 
remember coming home from school and given a 
choice by their parents; “You can pick 10 bushels 

of tomatoes before or after dinner, the choice 
is yours.” Elizabeth recalls, “The kids didn’t have 
summer holidays, they had work holidays!” That 
work ethic is the central reason they have been 
around for almost 50 years! 

But something the Berta’s want top of mind 
this gardening season is, like the local produce 
they offer, they also provide a wide selection of 
the highest quality garden plants. “We do pride 
ourselves in offering the healthiest plants and the 
largest variety,” says Andrew. 

They stress the plants come directly from the 
greenhouse. The brothers are hand inspecting 
the plants and selecting the healthiest flats to 
bring in. Their selection includes; vegetable and 
bedding plants, herbs and flowers, along with solid 
experienced based advice. “From the beginner to 
the more veteran gardener we have a full array of 
garden plants along with the advice to go with it,” 
says the family. 

That includes a “huge” selection of herbs and if 
you enjoy hot peppers, Elberta Farms is the place 
to go! They boast the top 10 selection of the 
world’s hottest pepper plants. Dragons Breath, 
Carolina Reaper, Trinidad Scorpion and Ghost 
Pepper plants can all be found here.  

“Even with our tomato selection, we have all the 
popular plants plus delicious heirloom varieties,” 
says Michael. Elizabeth who is still very much 
involved with her business stresses “If we don’t 
have a certain plant, we’ll try our best to find it for 
our customers.” They even have rhubarb plants 
and asparagus root for those who want to grow 
their own patch, and look no further if you want to 
grow a pot of catnip for your furry friend. 

You can also purchase everything to get your 
garden started. From garden soil, triple mix, 
manure and more! They’re also planning to bring 
in something called “coop poop” a local chicken 
based manure. “It’s fantastic for your soil,” says 
Michael. 

The first of the coveted locally grown vegetables 
available at their market is asparagus, which will 
be starting just about now. “Nothing compares to 
that first taste of spring,” says Stephen. 

Throughout the summer there’s also a popular 
petting zoo on site. Last year there were six goats 
including Zeus, Rocco, Maximus, Dumbo, as well 
as Boris the sheep. You can even feed them corn 
yourself! 

As one of the few open air markets to be found in 
the region, Elberta Farms Country Market offers 
personal, friendly service along with local quality 
produce. “Our father built the business on the 
notion that ‘our customers always come first’ and 
the family feels that has been lost in today’s retail 
environment, “so that’s something we look to 
bring back.” You can also follow Elberta Farms on 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter! 

The market is open seven days a week. For more 
info, check out elbertafarms.ca or call 519-752-
2047. 

🔗  www.elbertafarms.ca

instagram facebook  elbertafarmscountrymarket
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ELBERTA FARMS: 
THE GARDENER’S FRIEND

LOCAL MARKET OFFERS QUALITY PLANTS & ADVICE
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226.250.3121
344 Colborne St.

www.brantfordblooms.com
info@brantfordblooms.com

Florist
Brantford Blooms

519.755.8274
www.themoccasinshop.ca

Visit Us at
Spring Craft & Vendor Show

(part of spring time in Paris)
June 1 & 2

Lions Park Laurel St. Paris

facebook   holmedaleartcrawl
instagram   holmedaleartcrawl 

The Grand River hugs three sides of 
Holmedale, a unique Brantford neighbourhood 
which seems to be a magnet for makers of 
things both beautiful and useful.  

Maybe there’s something in the air, or 
the proximity of the river that fosters this 
community’s creative hum. 

Brantford is and always has been home to 
many, many creative folks.  In 2017 a group of 
area “makers” began to imagine a community-
based arts event to spotlight this nucleus of 
creative energy and productivity. A volunteer 
committee designed a logo, flyers, maps 
and signs, created a website, and facebook/
instragram accounts in preparation for the 
2017 launch event. 

Time passes.  Individual paths cross.  Ideas 
are shared and then they grow.  Three years 
later, it has developed into a recognized 
annual event – anticipated by many.  Visitors 
are invited to travel from location to location 

and take in the vast variety of hand made 
goods.  Everything on offer is hand made by 
artists/artisans – no commercial product lines 
permitted.

Visitors express surprise and delight at 
discovering the neighbourhood while exploring 
studios and yards and finding that perfect 
something to take away.

The Third Annual Holmedale Art Crawl is 
scheduled for Sunday, June 9th, 10 am - 5 
pm.  Hopefully a record number of happy 
visitors will “meet our makers,” 27 artists at 
18 locations (some with guest artists from 
Brantford and beyond) offering distinctive 
jewellery, textile art, paintings and drawings, 
home decor, culinary treats, pottery, wood 
carving and other surprises. 

Maps for this year’s HAC will be available 
later in May at public venues including 
Serenity Country Candles, Fume Restobar 
and at other locations on the crawl.  A 
downloadable version will be available at www.
holmedaleartcrawl.ca. 

Please also follow Holmedale Art Crawl on 
Facebook, Instagram for updates and news.

Holmedale is Where the Art is!
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   19 Holiday Dr. Brantford      Call: 519-753-6002    
         www.myrasbarandgrill.com 

Easter Sunday Brunch April 21, 2019 
10:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. (Reservation required) 

 KIDS ENJOY A VISIT FROM THE EASTER BUNNY! 
EASTER DINNER BUFFET 5p.m. until 8p.m. 

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
Brantford

519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

·  Burgers & Fries
·  Wings
·  Poutine
·  Wraps
Goo’s Delivers

JASON FREEZE

twitter  @Jason Freeze
facebook   jason.freeze
🔗    BScene.ca

As we start to escape the clutches of Winter and head right into Spring, many 
people have recently come back from their Winter excursions. Having enjoyed 

some tropical destinations, there might still be a longing for the taste of the islands, 
but where would you go to satisfy that craving? Well the answer is JamRock Jerk 
Kitchen! 

Nestled in the heart of Downtown Brantford, JamRock offers an authentic taste of 
Jamaica and the Caribbean. JamRock first opened their doors in late Winter of 2018 
at 118 Dalhousie Street by owner Lamard Wright. He wanted to bring that special 

Jamaican flavour to our community. 
He commented, “It’s the taste of the 
town. Everyone loves jerk chicken, 
but not everyone does it well. We’re 
different than some others… it’s 
traditional but tweaked to my own 
taste. If you taste it, it is authentic and 
done from scratch every day… made 
with love.” 

Lemard’s inspiration for creating 
JamRock was to bring that authenticity and unique flavouring to Brantford. There 
wasn’t really anyone in the area doing this type of food and he had been looking for 
a place like that himself. So he decided to create his own shop where he could “stand 
out for this type of food.” 

Everything that he serves comes from his own recipes too. Lamard has always 
enjoyed cooking throughout his life, but he really started cooking at the age of 15. It all 
started out with his Grandma; she taught him how to cook with that ‘made with love’ 
concept. His Grandma was the catalyst for helping Lemard to learn how to make food 
taste good. And since then he’s developed his skill over the years.

With his Grandma in mind, Lemard makes sure that all of his food has a wonderful 
taste. “I want to provide people with something interesting to eat. Once you taste you’ll 

go - yum yum!” Lemard still brings that family bond with him into the kitchen. JamRock 
is a family business and many of his family members help out at the store. “It’s fun 
working together,” he said. 

With all this family help, JamRock is sure to tantalize your taste buds. Of course their 
biggest menu item is the Jerk Chicken, but they also offer an array of other delicious 
Caribbean foods. Lemard’s himself enjoys the Curry Goat, plus there’s the Oxtail, Fried 
Chicken, and Cow Foot. They also serve up some delicious Roti’s, soups and even 
breakfast items like Callaloo and Ackee & Saltfish. Lemard is also looking to ‘spice 
things up’ on his menu by adding in some summer items like Jerk Chicken Salad. Even 
if you’re not into spicy foods, there’s still lots to choose from. 

Having been in business for just over a year now, Lemard is thankful to all his 
customers for coming in to try his food. And if you haven’t stopped by yet, he wants 
you to come in and enjoy the friendly atmosphere and great food. Lemard also wanted 
to thank the Brantford-Brant Business Resource Centre for helping him to start his 
business. He said, “There’s a community feeling here (in the downtown), everyone 
pulls together to help each other out.” 

If you’re looking for an authentic ‘taste of the islands’ then come on down to JamRock 
Jerk Kitchen at 118 Dalhousie Street. They’re open from 10am until 9pm Monday to 
Friday and from 10am until 8pm on Saturday. The food is always good and seasoned 
with love. As Lemard says, “Just enjoy it!” 

 🔗   jamrockjerkkitchen.com
 facebook JamRock-Jerk-Kitchen
 ,  118 Dalhousie St., Brantford
 telephone  519.753.5375 

FOOD SCENEBSCENE
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🔗   arcady.ca

On Saturday, June 8, Arcady will 
present their annual musical gala 

Voices of Summer.  The internationally 
acclaimed music ensemble will perform 
newly composed pieces by local 
composer Ronald Beckett and the 
winner of Arcady’s 2019 Composition 
Competition, Julijana Hajdinjak. Voices 
of Summer will showcase and celebrate 
the winners of Arcady’s 2019 Emerging 
Artist Program, supported by the Arcady 
Singers and Arcady Youth Singers.
With a home base in Brantford, Arcady is 
a collective of brilliant performing artists 
from across the province. The ensemble 
tours Southwestern Ontario offering 
a variety of concert programming and 
prides itself on the regular performance 
of new Canadian music. Artistic 
Director, Ronald Beckett is an exquisite 
and accomplished composer who has 
been writing music for the ensemble 
for decades. Voices of Summer will 
feature several premieres of his work 
and promises to be a beautiful and 
compelling evening of new music.
Arcady combines established 
professionals, emerging artists, 
and youth, and is dedicated to the 

mentorship of young performers at the 
early stages of their career. Each year 
Arcady accepts submissions for the 
Emerging Artist Program from across 
the globe. Selected artists are featured 
in performances and have the pleasure 
of performing a new composition by 
Beckett written with the Emerging Artist 
in mind. The 2019 Emerging Artists 
to be featured in Voices of Summer 
include, sopranos Anna Boyes, Angela 
Gibbon, Michaela Chiste, and Savanna 
Sokolnicki, and the Ezra Duo composed 
of pianist Sasha Bult-Ito and violist Jacob 
Clewell.
The 7:30pm concert will take place at 
Central Presbyterian Church located 
at 97 Wellington St. in Brantford. A 
silent auction and draw will precede the 
performance at 6:30pm in the church 
hall. The annual fundraiser will continue 
to support the ensemble’s unique 
education program.
Admission prices include $25 for adults, 
$10 for students, with children under 12 
admitted free. Tickets 
can be purchased at 
Central Presbyterian 
Church office and 
Flowers by Gary, 
by emailing info@
arcady.ca, calling 519 
428 3185, or at the 
door.
For information 
please visit  
www.arcady.ca

Arcady: Voices of Summer

Join us for a musical gala  
celebrating our  

2019 Emerging Artist  
Award Winners 

VOICES  
of 

Featuring hors d’oeuvres, great silent    
auction items, and fabulous draw prizes 

Saturday, June 8, 2019 
Silent auction and draw • 6:30pm 

Concert • 7:30pm 
Central Presbyterian Church 

97 Wellington Street, Brantford 
Tickets: $25 adults • $10 Students • Under 12 free 

Available in advance from Central Presbyterian  
Church office & Flowers by Gerry (84 Charing Cross) 
by emailing info@arcady.ca or calling (519) 428-3185  

or at the door 

SUMMER 

New Music of Ronald Beckett 

 

What’s Stopping YOU
from

Star�ng Your Own Business?
If you are 18+, you can

Receive a Grant up to $5,000,
plus Training and Mentoring

to Start, Expand, or Buy a Business!

For more informa�on and to register
for an Orienta�on Session

call 519-756-4269
Business Resource Centre
1 Market Square, Suite 201
Bran�ord, N3T 6C8
(across the hall from Williams Fresh Cafe)

For details contact BRC:
brc@bran�ord.ca

Ph
ot

o 
ar

ca
dy

.c
a



7MAY  2019

MUSIC SCENEBSCENE

HEIDI HOPF

facebook  HeidiHopfJournalism
Before I begin, I would like to state that I realize not everyone follows the same path. 
That being said the more musicians I speak with, I can’t help but continue to notice a dis-
tinct pattern in how they came to be where they are today. It’s almost as though the mak-
ing of a musician may follow some sort of loose template reminiscent of Joseph Campbell’s 
The Hero’s Journey. It was while talking with Brantford musician Chris Strei that it became 
apparent to me. Here is my idea of The Musician’s Journey and Strei’s experience within it. 
Early Childhood Influence
Every journey has a starting point. For Strei, it was his grandmother’s record collection and 
love for country and western music. 
“I’ve always been attracted to music. I think it’s from growing up so close to my Grandma, 
she was always playing her classic country records. I was always fascinated by the records 
and told to be very careful with them. I always was… but I would always be inspecting 
them…” 
“I remember Conway Twitty a lot. I remember my Grandma had a double volume cassette 
of Conway Twitty’s Greatest Hits. One was red and one was blue and they just had a pic-
ture of him on them.”
I think so many musicians and music fans alike can relate to this early age imagery as their 
introduction to the fascination that music can hold. 
Adolescent Influence
From there a budding musician needs the chance to spread their roots and stir up some 
dirt. This nearly always seems to happen in their teen years, lead by the older ‘cool kid’ at 
school.
After watching a talent show on television Strei discovered he had an overwhelming desire 
to sing. From there he would sing and record himself any way he could whether it was 
attending karaoke or singing into a Yack-Bak and a Talk Boy. Naturally, from there, he ven-
tured into playing guitar.
“I remember when I was 16 I got my first guitar and amplifier. I started learning to play from 
a friend in high school, Arron Silverthorn. I would say he was like the resident rockstar kin-
da thing. So I started taking lessons to learn the basics from him from about 16 to 18.” 
“I think when I was about 17 I started wanting to write my own songs. So I started writing 
these terrible songs (laughs) to start out and then over the years I’ve just apparently gotten 
better.”
Tragedy
Unfortunately, most journeys cannot be entirely smooth waters and full sails. That became 
all too true after Strei experienced pain and desire which seemed to be a deep well of 
inspiration. 
“I think it was 2009 after a car accident that I was in… it sounds kinda bad… but I think I 
have to thank the Percocet they had me on. I was crashing from them in the middle of the 
night and going through terrible withdrawals and I wrote a song about it. Ever since then 
it’s been a confidence boost somehow. Now I think I’ve finally started writing songs that I’m 
confident enough to pitch to radio.”
Travel, Soul Searching and Coming Round Full Circle
Every genre has an epicentre if you will. Grunge fans flock to Seattle and Techno to Ibiza, 
as music fans we all have that city that calls to us. For Strei, it was Nashville that held an 
unexpected surprise. 
“It’s been probably 17 years working on it all, but I think it’s finally come together. Just trial 
and error over the years, playing with bands that I wasn’t completely suited for and venues 
I wasn’t suited for and then in 2017 I went to Nashville for a week and a half.” 
“The idea was to go down and record but I wasn’t able to save up the money. So we went 
down and just ventured around and took it all in and then when I came back I was Country. 
Through most of my 20’s, I couldn’t figure it out… there was a little bit of rock, a little bit of 
country, and even a little bit of pop.” 
“I realized if I’m gonna dedicate myself to a genre it’s gotta be Country music because I just 
feel more comfortable with it.”
Understandably so. Considering Strei’s early introduction to music. It seems natural that a 
musician would settle into the beginnings of their journey in some form or another.
Focus and Productivity
The journey most musicians travel through is no easy road but by standing firm and ventur-
ing through the steps needed, Strei has landed in what seems to be the right place. After 
sorting out his path he is now settled into a genre that fits his writing style and suits his 
vocals to a T. From here it’s nothing but determination and hard work that is clearly paying 
off. 
Strei has an album well underway, is booking numerous gigs, and will be featured at Cana-
dian Music Week this month in Toronto.  
To check out Strei’s honest lyrics and full sound go to www.chrisstrei.com 

Submitted Photos

THE MUSICIANS JOURNEY
WITH CHRIS STREI
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GETTING FINANCIAL CREDIT 
AFTER DIVORCE: HOW YOU 
CAN BOUNCE BACK

Divorce can be extremely painful and not just in an 
emotional sense. Other than the standard divorce 

proceedings, what about your financial situation? 
The credit cards, the debt, the mortgage? Who will 
pay them off and will your credit history take a hit? 

Divorce includes a lot of uncertainty. Where are you 
going to live? Will you get to keep the car? If not, will 
you have enough money left over after the divorce 
so you can buy a new car? Answering questions like 
these are always tough.

Sadly, it’s normal for divorce to have a negative 
impact on our finances. Whether through missed 
payments, high balances, or unwise decisions made 
from necessity, most people who go through divorce 
in Canada see the economic impact reverberate 
throughout their lives, eventually showing up in 
negative ways on their credit report.

Get Back on the Road and Work on Credit Repair 
After Divorce

TRIP’S AUTO knows that your credit score 
doesn’t tell the full story of who you are. Divorce is 
common and it doesn’t mean you’re a bad person 
or untrustworthy in any way. It just means you went 
through a devastating experience that many people 
go through in their lifetime. If this had a bad impact 
on your credit, we understand. 

As long as you meet a few minimum requirements, 
including age and a threshold for monthly income 
from all sources (including spousal support), we’ll 
work with you to find a reliable car and the right 
lender for your needs. Even if you have a low monthly 
budget, we can help you get back on the road. Your 
divorce shouldn’t hold you back from future success. 
We can help you get back on that path.

If you choose your loan carefully, set a realistic 
budget, understand the terms of your loan 
agreement with a reputable lender, your monthly 
payments will have a positive impact on your credit 
score. You’ll show that you’re bouncing back and 
putting your divorce behind you in more ways than 
one. 

It is not right that anyone in this situation should be 
caused to suffer further and be barred from having 
the opportunity to repair their credit. The Trip’s 
Auto team is committed and devoted to helping our 
growing family of client’s progress towards credit 
freedom by offering transparent information and 
options. 

Visit us at 50 King George Rd. Brantford to learn 
more or call us at 519-752-CARS (2277) today! 

Trip’s Auto Inc.
50 King George Rd. Brantford

tripsauto.ca
519.752.2277

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm / Sat. 9am-5pm

IS THERE AN ACCEPTABLE 
TEMPERATURE RANGE FOR 
WORKPLACES?

Summer weather will be here soon, and I 
am frequently asked about the heat and 

temperature levels for workplaces. 

In health care facilities or an industrial 
establishment, such as a factory, store, shop 
or office, the OHSA regulations set a minimum 
temperature of 18 °C, subject to some exemptions 
for things like work outdoors or in freezers. 

The construction projects regulation specifies a 
maximum of 38 °C for work chambers [Section 
384]. 

There are no set minimum or maximum 
temperatures for other workplaces. Nevertheless, 
because either extreme heat or cold may be 
a hazard, temperature is a legitimate issue in 
determining workplace safety. A particular concern 
is heat stress.

Generally, workplaces that are not air-conditioned 
or outside should use the following levels to 
determine when or if work should be stopped:

**Humidex refers to the combination of heat and 
humidity levels to determine how hot it “feels”.

Humidex of 30 to 33 Monitor for signs of Heat 
Stress and encourage drinking water

Humidex of 34 to 37 Monitor for signs of Heat 
Stress. Employees should be given a 5-minute heat 
break every hour and encouraged to increase water 
intake during heat breaks. Consider moving work to 
areas that are air conditioned. 

Humidex of 38 to 39 Monitor for signs of Heat 
Stress. Employees should only be permitted to work 
45 minutes per hour and are instructed to drink a 
full bottle of water during heat breaks which should 
be taken in areas that are air conditioned. Consider 

moving work to areas that are air conditioned. 

Humidex of 40 to 42 Monitor for signs of Heat 
Stress. Employees should only be permitted to work 
30 minutes per hour and are instructed to drink a 
full bottle of water during heat breaks which should 
be taken in areas that are air conditioned. Consider 
moving work to areas that are air conditioned. 

Humidex of 43 to 44 Employees are restricted to 
15 minutes of work per hour during this period. 
Consideration should be given to stopping work – 
employees may be sent home and/or the next shift 
might not be scheduled. 

Humidex of over 45 – Stop work.

For more information you can visit these other 
Resources: 

Canadian Center for Occupational Health & Safety

Air Quality Ontario (Smog & Heat Alerts)

If your business needs help on these or other 
Human Resources issues, please reach out 
to us for a free half-hour consultation! 

 Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254

kissingerhrservices.com

THE RIGHT TO REPAIR

We would like to share an article from ifixit.com 
regarding the Right to Repair issue that is 

facing the electronics industry. Currently in Ontario 
there is a private members bill before the legislature 
that would force the OEM manufacturers to make 
parts readily available to independent repair shops: 

As the Right to Repair movement reaches an all-
time fever pitch, tech manufacturers are focusing 
on one big lie in order to halt our progress: That 
you can’t trust independent repair shops, only the 
manufacturers themselves. This argument is a pile 
of manure.

Corporate lobbyists paint a bleak picture of 
third-party shops, arguing that these places use 
low-quality parts, install them improperly, and grift 
their customers. This couldn’t be further from the 
truth. In reality, most independent repair shops 
are no different than your friendly, local auto 
mechanic whom you recommend to your friends 
and family any chance you get. And many of them 
are fully capable of performing the same repairs 
that manufacturers do—plus some repairs the 
manufacturers won’t do.

Independent Shops Are Often as Good as the 
Manufacturers—If Not Better

Manufacturers constantly tell us that those who 
are properly trained and authorized by said 
manufacturers are the only ones who should be 
repairing our devices. But more often than not, 
independent repair shops are just as “properly 
trained” as anyone to fix your broken stuff.

Many independent repair technicians have gone 
through the same training and certification 
processes that manufacturers require out of 
their own technicians. It’s also not uncommon 
for independent repair shops to have former 
technicians from big manufacturers on staff, 
especially from companies like Apple, HP, 
Microsoft, and others. We even have our own 

MasterTech certification that independent repair 
technicians can earn to prove their proficiency.

What’s more, many common repairs don’t require 
extensive expertise. You don’t need years and 
years of training to replace a smartphone battery 
or a cracked screen. In fact, we constantly receive 
success stories from folks all over the world who 
have fixed their own device without any former 
training or knowledge. Obviously, you want your 
professional repair technician to be competent, but 
we’re just saying you don’t need a master’s degree 
in engineering and a handful of certifications to be 
good at fixing stuff. 

If you have any questions or concerns about getting 
your electronic device repaired we would be happy 
to answer them at CPR Cell Phone Repair.

 185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford

519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

HUMAN RESOURCES

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

KATHRYN KISSINGER

STEVE & LORRAINE 
GARNHAM

GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!
EDUCATION

BEAT SUMMER BRAIN DRAIN

We know that students can lose learning 
momentum in the summer, so it’s important 

to have a summer action plan early on to prevent 
the summer learning “brain drain.”

When schools close and learning stops for 
the season, it causes students to lose the 
educational momentum they built throughout the 
school year.

Summer is an opportunity for students of all 
ages to catch up, keep up, or get ahead.

FUN FACT

Over the summer, students lose up to two 
months of reading and writing skills and over 
one month of math skills.

Summer Learning Helps Students

• Review key concepts from last year
• Keep learning momentum going
• Get a head start on next year
• Get better grades

For younger students, summer break is a great 
chance to introduce the type of formal structure 
that they would encounter in a classroom. It 
helps give them a head start on building a strong 
learning foundation.

Elementary students face significant academic 
growth which makes it difficult to grasp all 
concepts, and easy to fall behind. Summer is the 
opportunity to synthesize all of the information 
learned during the school year and really make it 
meaningful. 

Tips to Prevent Summer Learning Losses

• Grab a book – Regular reading is one of 
the easiest ways to keep the brain active 
over the summer.
• Keep learning – A few hours of 
structured learning per week can keep 
children on track.

• Play games – Puzzles, Sudoku, and 
board games keep reading and math skills 
sharp.
• Take a class – Summer learning can 
often be more engaging for students. 

Our summer programs help students catch up 
in challenging subjects, work ahead in favourite 
classes, and get a head start on next year’s 
learning.

It’s easy to make learning part of the summer 
schedule. A few hours a week of active learning 
can prevent summer learning losses and relieve 
school stress during the school year.

We offer flexible schedules, and a variety of 
summer programming options.

Contact us for more information!

All Ages.  All Grades.  All Subjects.

1084 Rest Acres Road
Paris, ON N3L 0B5

519.209.8099
oxfordlearning.com

paris@oxfordlearning.com

TIFFANY WRIGHT

BScene is proud to offer advice from local experts for issues important to you. The advice provided is that of the participant and is not endorsed, nor does it necessarily reflect the opinion of 
BScene.

CAR BUYING

ZSOLT RACZ
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3 TIPS TO MAKE  
PAINTING EASIER

Dipping a roller in some paint and 
slapping it on a wall seems like such 

a simple task; and to an extent, it is. 
Some people despise painting and find 
it challenging. There are plenty of things 
that can make the job easier. Here are 
a few tips and tools that make the job 
quicker, easier, and result in far less paint 
in your hair.
1. Learn To Roll Paint Properly
There is an actual technique to this 
which means fewer coats and touch-ups. 
Load the roller with enough paint. Before 
you start cutting in, load the roller with an 
abundance of paint and let it rest on the 
tray. When you are about half way cutting 
in, load the roller again and let it still rest. 
When you are ready to paint with the 
roller, load the roller normally and start 
painting. By doing this, you won’t need to 
push the roller hard into the wall to get 
enough paint on it. Not only does that get 
tiring, it puts too little paint on the wall 
and can leave streaks which turns into 
more coats needing to be applied.
2. Buy Quality Paint Brushes
Good paint brushes may seem expensive 
and people tend to resort to the Dollar 
Stores, but, you clearly get what you pay. 
The difference is staggering. A quality 
paint brush can give you a great line. 
Some brushes work so well that you can 
stop taping off rooms and just rely on the 

brush and a steady hand for cutting in 
all of the walls and trim. It actually works 
beautifully and saves time, money and 
materials taping everything off.
3. Avoid Gimmicks
You get the best results spending money 
on high-quality basic tools like paint, 
brushes, and rollers. There are a lot of 
gimmicks out there that profess to make 
the job easier or fool-proof. Edgers, 
Automatic-loading paint rollers, and a 
number of other "as seen on TV" tools 
typically do not speed up or help you out 
compared to the tried, tested and true 
way of painting.

The Colour Shoppe Inc.

41 Morton Ave. East
519.753.3406

colourshoppeinc.com

HOME

CHRIS SCHMIDT

HILARY WRATHALL

🔗   hilarywrathall.com

email  hilary@peakalliance.ca

Ideally you should have a week or two available 
before you list your property in order to stage 

your home and make it look its best for buyers. 
But, what if you listed quickly and within hours of 
the For Sale sign going up a buyer wants to view 
your property?

In that scenario, you need to do some quick 
"staging" to get your home ready. Let's assume 
your property is already clean and tidy. Here are 
some other things you can do.

• Open the curtains, even at night. This 
will make each room seem brighter, more 
appealing and more spacious. 

• Pull out some boxes or storage bins. Put 
away personal knick-knacks (like that 
bowling trophy) and other personal items to 
reduce clutter on shelves and countertops. 

• Clear countertops in the kitchen and 
bathrooms. Put the old toaster oven out-of-
sight. 

• Make sure lighting throughout the house 

is bright and comfortable. In darker areas, 
plug in a lamp. 

• Clear away as much as you can in the foyer. 
Make that space look open, uncluttered and 
welcoming. 

• Move cars out of the driveway. Give the 
buyer a convenient place to park! 

• Make the beds. Fluff pillows on sofas. 
• Clear away as many items as possible from 

the closet floors (such as shoes.) 
• Open a window and air out the kitchen, 

especially if you just finished cooking. 
• Make sure your pet is in a crate or, if 

possible, out for a walk. Not everyone loves 
pets. 

These staging tips take only a few minutes each, 
but can make a big difference in the impression 
your home makes on a buyer. Want more home 
selling advice? Call today. 

My slogan says, “Hilary Helps” and I live by my word!

You can give me a call at 519-774-1279 or send 
me an email at hilary@peakalliance.ca for a private 
consultation.

Hilary Wrathall
Sales Representative

�   Direct  519.774.1279
�   Office  519.442.3100

�   hilary@peakalliance.ca
�   hilarywrathall.com

/HilaryWrathallSRESRealtor

36 Grand River St. N. Paris

STAGING YOUR HOME IN A HURRY

The Oaks of St. George
per player
+ food donation

BrantfordFoodBank.ca   519-751-4357   info@crs-help.ca

Includes:

Contact Us to Register your Team
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BUSINESS IN BRANT 
TOGETHER

We are social.  Follow us.

                       

We 
want              you!

Did you know the Paris & District Chamber of 
Commerce serves all of the County of Brant?
Contact us today for more information.

Please join us for the Paris & District Chamber of Commerce

 2019 Golf Tournament
June 6, 2019 - The Oaks of St.George Golf Club

Would your business like copies of the Brant 
Tourism visitor map?  Contact tourism@brant.ca  

@parischamberofcommerce          @paris_chamber          @parischamber                         @investinbrant #Invest in Brant

Team Rates - $150 - Members & Non-Members
Includes: Golf Cart, Lunch provided by Strodes,Dinner, entry into all contests, 3 Auction Tickets

$30 - Network and enjoy dinner

The 2019 Salute to Brant Business Event is back this September and looking for

 Presenting Sponsors
This event sells out - don’t miss out on the opportunity to promote your business!

For more information please contact 

519.442.6324 ext 3039 or invest@brant.ca or visit brant.ca/salute

Join us for a fun-filled day of golf and networking in support of FOOD 4 KIDS
Best ball format.  Welcome beginner or pros.

The County of Brant is holding the 3rd Public Open House for the 

 Downtown Paris Master Plan
May 29, 2019 from 5:00-8:00 pm at the Paris Fairgrounds

For more information please contact 

519.442.6324 ext 3039 or invest@brant.ca or visit brant.ca

We are also looking for Sponsors - Contact for more information
$100 a hole, Prize Donation or a Specialty Hole ($50 prize plus $100 hole sponsorship)

Please sign up on our website at www.pariscoc.ca,  email: info@pariscoc.ca or call 226.208.1159
Payment options are cash, cheque, e-transfer or credit card.  Registration must be received before May 31, 2019.

No refunds or cancellations.

Contact us for more information and to enter your team
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MAY 
2019

Visit bscene.ca for more event information. 
Submit your events online using our convenient 
submission form! Closing date for next edition: MAY 20
Email cancellations and changes to events@bscene.ca

BSCENE
PULL-OUT
EVENT GUIDE

BSCENE
PUZZLES

SUDOKU
How To Play:
Complete the grid so each column, row and 3 X 3 box 
(with bold borders) contains every number 1 to 9.

Difficulty Level : 2

Used with permission from 
http://en.top-sudoku.com

For solution see page 17

YOUR GUIDE TO 
190 EVENTS IN 
BRANTFORD, BRANT
AND SIX NATIONS.

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

ONGOING EVENTS

May 1-19 (excle Mondays) • CONNECTIONS Exhibit Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant The Arts

May 1 - 31 • Brant Museum Crawl various locations Community

May 1 - 31 • May Day Show 2019 Robertson Fine Arts Studio & Gallery The Arts

May 1 - June 26 • Bell City Toastmasters (Regular Meeting) 101 Chatham St. (side door) 12:00 PM Education

May 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 • Wii Wednesdays Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 03:00 PM Entertainment

May 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 • FREE Mindfulness Meditation Modo Yoga Brantford 06:00 PM Sports

May 1 - Dec 18 • Casual Knit & Chat County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:30 PM Community

May 1 - June 26 • Catch The Ace Weekly Raffle Brant Rod & Gun Club 07:00 PM Community

May 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 • Free Amateur Poker Club Buck’s Tavern 07:00 PM Entertainment

May 2 - June 27 • Fish & Chips Knights Hall 04:00 PM Community

May 2 - 30 • Family Gym Time! Major Ballachey Public School - gym 06:15 PM Sports

May 2 - June 27 • Dance Fitness Major Ballachey Public School 06:30 PM Sports

May 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 • Karaoke with Brad Brantford Polish Hall 07:00 PM Entertainment

May 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 • Free Amateur Poker Club Sammy’s Creamery 07:00 PM Entertainment

May 3,4 & 5 • Janes’ Walks Brantford/Brant various locations Sports

May 3 - June 28 • Dungeons & Dragons Drop-In (for high school 
students only) County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 03:30 PM Entertainment

May 3 - June 28 • Freestyle Fridays (ages 8 - 13) Major Ballachey Public School Hub Room A & B 06:00 PM Entertainment

May 3 - June 28 •  Line Dancing Lessons Bellview Community Hall 06:30 PM Entertainment

May 3, 10, 17 & 24 • Live Music TBD The Grand Bayou 08:00 PM Entertainment

May 4, 11, 18 & 25 • Free Amateur Poker Club Manny’s Place 02:00 PM Entertainment

May 4, 11, 18 & 25 • Karaoke The Grand Bayou 09:00 PM Entertainment

May 5, 12 & 19 • Singles Socials Dance Brantford Polish Hall 07:00 PM Entertainment

May 6 - June 24 • Sports Zone (ages 5 - 12) Major Ballachey Public School - gym 06:00 PM Sports

May 6, 13, 20 & 27 • Free Trivia Buck’s Tavern 07:00 PM Entertainment

May 6 - June 24 • Trivia Mondays at Gametime Gametime Eatery and Entertainment 07:29 PM Entertainment

May 7 - June 25 • Brantford Fly Tyers Brant Rod & Gun Club 06:00 PM Education

May 7 - June 25 • Kids Club! (ages 5 - 12) Major Ballachey Public School - Hub Room A & B 06:00 PM Community

May 7 - June 25 • Tuesday Night Knitters County of Brant Public Library (Scotland-Oakland) 06:30 PM Community

May 7, 14, 21 & 28 • Free Amateur Poker Club Manny’s Place 07:00 PM Entertainment

May 14 - Sept 17 • South Brant Legion Summer Cribbage Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant 
Legion) 07:00 PM Entertainment

May 18 - Oct 13 (excl Mon.) • Tour Season for the Mohawk Chapel Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks 10:00 AM Community

May 23 - Sept 19 • South Brant Legion Thursday Night Mix Horse 
Shoes

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant 
Legion) 06:45 PM Sports

May 25 - July 14 • Tracey Mae Chambers Exhibit Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant The Arts

May 25 - July 27 • Deron Douglas: It’s A Good Day To Be… Woodland Cultural Centre The Arts

May 25 - July 27 • Indigenous Art 2019 Woodland Cultural Centre The Arts

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1  2019

The Artisans’ Collective Paris Ontario DOORS OPEN The Artisans’ Collective 11:00 AM Community

On The Wall Aquafit (Wed. May 1 - June 26) Brantwood Community Services, Recreation & 
Therapy Centre Entrance #1 01:00 PM Sports

THURSDAY, MAY 2  2019

Low Impact Aquafit (Thurs. May 2 - June 27) Brantwood Community Services, Recreation & 
Therapy Centre Entrance #1 10:00 AM Sports

2nd Annual Tradeshow (Paris & District Chamber of Commerce) tba 06:00 PM Education

Local History Roadshow Myrtleville House Museum 07:00 PM Education

FRIDAY, MAY 3  2019

Spring Event: You Rock Sale Robert Hall Originals 9:00 AM Community

All Abilities Accessibility Jane’s Walk 3 starting points in Brantford 10:00 AM Community

First Friday Grace Gallery 05:30 PM The Arts

Friday Night Fights and Harley Bikes Brant Curling Club 06:00 PM Entertainment

The Feds - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall (lounge) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Woodstock Men of Praise Choral Gospel Concert Harmony United Church 07:30 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live with Steve Ryan Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

Dwayne LaForme’s Boogie Blues Marvelous Lounge 010:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, MAY 4  2019

Blood Donor Clinic Branlyn Community Centre 8:45 AM Community

109th Season Open House Dufferin Lawn Bowling Tennis & Pickle Ball Club 10:00 AM Community

Cambrie’s Little Boxes at Hand-Made Only Expo Paris Fairgrounds 10:00 AM Community

Job Fair: HOME 2 Suites by Hilton Holiday Inn Express & Suites Brantford 10:00 AM Community

Library Book Sale County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 10:00 AM Community

Science of the SuperDogs Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 10:00 AM Entertainment

Spring Event: You Rock Sale Robert Hall Originals 10:00 AM Community

May Day Show 2019 Opening Reception Robertson Fine Arts Studio & Gallery 11:00 AM The Arts

Science of the SuperDogs Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 11:30 AM Entertainment

inDesign: An Introduction with Jeanette Obbink (& Sat. May 11) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 01:00 PM Education

James Boraki - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall 01:00 PM Entertainment

Science of the SuperDogs Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 01:00 PM Entertainment

Annual Spring Concert - Guitar Society of Brantford Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 02:00 PM Entertainment
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Voice Over Services  
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

●
●
●
●

Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com

yvonne@roundtablepr.com

Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network

of Engaged Community Members

Jason Freeze
jason@bscene.ca     226.802.2299

Happy Mother’s Day

HOME INSPECTIONS • NEW HOME WARRANTY 
INFRARED • WETT CERTIFIED • RADON INSPECTIONS 

519.754.6789    CherryHomeInspections.ca

4000 houses in  15 years and counting!

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

SATURDAY, MAY 4  2019 continued

Brad Spencer (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Dwayne LaForme’s Boogie Blues True Blues Matinee w Paul James Jeffrey’s Lounge 02:00 PM Entertainment

Science of the SuperDogs Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 02:30 PM Entertainment

Celtic Music Night Sydenham-Heritage United Church 05:30 PM Community

Ceilidh in the Coach House with Finlaggan Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 06:30 PM Entertainment

James Boraki - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall 07:00 PM Entertainment

Darran Poole Tansley’s Coffee Emporium 08:00 PM Entertainment

Jeff Harding Sammy’s Creamery 08:00 PM Entertainment

Saturday Night Live with DJ Chris Elements Casino Brantford 9:00 AM Entertainment

SUNDAY, MAY 5  2019

Brantford Mandarin MS Walk w Twin Spin 50s, 60s and Beyond North Park Collegiate Vocational School 9:00 AM Community

Job Fair: HOME 2 Suites by Hilton Holiday Inn Express & Suites Brantford 10:00 AM Community

Spring Event: You Rock Sale Robert Hall Originals 10:00 AM Community

Keron MacPherson Crib Tournament Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 10:30 AM Entertainment

IGNITE! With Linda Blakney (adults, & Sun. May 12) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 12:30 PM Education

2019 Annual General Meeting Five Oaks Retreat Centre 01:30 PM Education

Blues for Soldiers Sundays: Hamilton Bucket List R&B Band Brant Artillery Gunners Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, MAY 6  2019

25th Annual Dessert Night with a Twist (guest Jeff Harding) Paris Fairgrounds (Special Events Building) 07:00 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, MAY 7  2019

10th Annual Breakfast For Champions Charity Breakfast Gala Celebration Church 6:45am Community

Walk the Talk (Cty. of Brant officials visit Downtown Businesses) Downtown St. George 10:00 AM Community

Blood Donor Clinic Brantford and District Civic Centre 03:05 PM Community

Rogues & Rascals Meeting (Brant Story-Time Entertainers) The Duke on Park 07:00 PM Education

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8  2019

Music at First w Betty Howell First Baptist Church 12:15 PM Entertainment

Wooden Chalkboard Serving Tray County of Brant Public Library (St. George) 06:00 PM Education

THURSDAY, MAY 9  2019

Oil Painting with Jeanette Obbink Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM Education

Talk the Talk (Cty. of Brant elected officials visiting Downtown 
Business Owners) Downtown Burford 10:00 AM Community

Come Travel with Us! Tips for Travelling Safely Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch) 02:00 PM Education

Documentary Making 101 Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 02:00 PM Education

Galaxy of Stars - Music of the Big Bands Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 02:30 PM Entertainment

Figure Drawing (Thurs. May 9 - 30, ages 15 - 18 yr. olds) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 06:00 PM Education

Wooden Chalkboard Serving Tray County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:00 PM Education

A Private War (Brantford Film Group) Galaxy Cinemas Brantford 07:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, MAY 10  2019

Brantford Civic Prayer Breakfast Holiday Inn Express 7:00 AM Community

Emergency Services Charity Gala with proceeds donated to The 
Sunshine Foundation of Canada Brantford Golf & Country Club 06:00 PM Community

See You Next Thursday - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall (Lounge) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Jeff Harding The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live with Nick & Serena Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, MAY 11  2019

Garage and Bake Sale Sydenham-Heritage United Church 8:00 AM Community

Annual Grand River Clean Up Pavilion at Brant’s Crossing Park (behind casino) 9:00 AM Community

Film Industry Workshop (Wilfrid Laurier University & Fast Motion 
Studios) Brantford Convention Centre 10:00 AM Education

Needle Felting Workshop (8 - 12 yr. olds) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM Education

Giant Tiger/Arnold Anderson Charity BBQ Giant Tiger 11:00 AM Community

Mother’s Day Tea Generations Church 11:00 AM Community

Dallas Sutherland (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

South Brant Legion Pig Roast & Dance Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant 
Legion) 06:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Symphony Orchestra presents Pipes and Strings 
Concert St. Andrew’s United Church 07:30 PM Entertainment

Saturday Night Live with DJ 5150 Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, MAY 12  2019

Mother’s Day Brunch in the Grand Ballroom Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 10:30 AM Community

Blues for Soldiers Mother’s Day Brant Artillery Gunners Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Red Sox Opening Day Arnold Anderson Stadium at Cockshutt Park 02:00 PM Sports

Mother’s Day Concert featuring The George Rose Big Band New Life Assembly (church hall) 03:00 PM Entertainment

Mother’s Day Plated Dinner (three courses with choices) Myra’s Bar & Grill 05:00 PM Community

MONDAY, MAY 13  2019

Tiny Houses: Big Life in a Little Space Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 06:30 PM Education

TUESDAY, MAY 14  2019

Acrylic Foil Painting County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 06:00 PM Education

Forum for Dialogue: Touching the Sound - The Potential of Music 
Therapy First Baptist Church 07:00 PM Education



A new era in building  

Today, we invite you to celebrate and BUILD with us.  Let’s move boldly 
into building a better, brighter future together, as Habitat Brant-Norfolk 
champions a new modern, multi residential stacked town build.  It’s one of the 
first of its kind in Brantford and marks a new era for Habitat, with a model 
for mixed ownership.  Soon, we also hope to share news of other builds in the 
communities we serve.  So stay tuned and sign up for our newsletter for more 
news and 20th Anniversary celebrations.   www.habitatbn.org

“This is something new for us and we’re super excited about it.  Over the 
past 20 years, we’ve built homes for 23 families and we’re proud of that.  
But, with this project, we’re going to be able to provide housing for about 
24 families in four years.  Additional units will be developed and sold at 
market value.” – Dan Brooks, CEO, Habitat Brant-Norfolk

“Today, we must be smart, bold and brave to tackle the increased 
need for affordable homes.  Shelter and security are basic necessities.  
This project is a solution to help close the gap with affordable 
homeownership.” – Steve Roorda, Board Chair, Habitat Brant-Norfolk

“Having personally been part of the work at Habitat Brant-Norfolk 
many years ago, I’m thrilled to see the community embrace and 
generously support our homeownership program. Habitat Brant-Norfolk 
is uniquely and transformationally positioned to serve more families 
than ever before. I applaud the dedication of the wonderful volunteers 
and the incredible leadership of the organization.” – Mark Rodgers, 
CEO, Habitat Canada

All photos submitted by Habitat for Humanity.

thank
you

to everyone who has given their 

time, financial support, expertise 

and a part of themselves to 

help build homes alongside our 

amazing families over the past 

20 years!  To date, 23 families 

have partnered with Habitat for 

Humanity Brant-Norfolk to own 

their own home.

Margaret Mead’s famous quote resonates 
with people from around the world and dons 
the back of Habitat Brant-Norfolk’s 2015 
Build t-shirts.  It rings true as it captures the 
sweat, the heart and the alchemy of giving to 
create something bigger than ourselves.



519 759 3511                       www.millards.com

Happy 20th Anniversary 
Habitat Brant-Norfolk!

Together, we build 
better brighter 

futures.

www.bmlmultitrades.ca  |  (519) 756-4150

HAPPY 20TH ANNIVERSARY  
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BRANT - NORFOLK

403 Fairview Dr.
Brantford
519-752-3151
www.strodes.ca

Community Builders with

Bringing communities together to 
build a better, brighter future  

Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk is celebrating 20 years of building community.  
Everyone knows we build houses that become homes, but what we really do is 
bring communities together to build a better, brighter future.  A place where life 
unfolds.  We are proof positive that a small group of caring people - with a vision, 
hard work, skill, and determination - can inspire others and change lives.  It’s the 
caring and generous people of our community who truly make a difference, as we 
partner together with local families.  The Habitat credo is a hand up (not a hand 
out).  We build and sell affordable homes.  In order to purchase one of our homes, 
applicants must meet the qualifications for a Habitat mortgage.  They must commit 
to 500 volunteer hours and participate in a thorough review of their eligibility, 
including the ability to pay; a need for housing and the willingness to partner. 
Their affordable homeownership journey starts with a need and a dream.  Working 
together with volunteers, donors, skilled tradespeople, corporate sponsors and 
homeowners, we build safe, decent and affordable homes.  

A glimpse of the past…

• 1999 – Habitat Brant becomes a reality and the first home is completed, 
from a shared and humble vision to provide food, shelter, care and dignity 
for those in need.  "CRS is where Habitat Brant was born and we're so 
proud to see our local Habitat grow. By working together we really do change 
lives.” - Heather Vanner, Executive Director, Community Resource Services 
(CRS).   

• 2002 – Habitat Brant opens first ReStore in Brantford on Elgin Street, with 
sales in support of Habitat’s homebuilding program.  As of 2018, current 
location is 80 Morton Ave East, Brantford.

• 2003 – Habitat Brant’s first Womens Build, with 300 women joining forces 
to build a home.

• 2008 – West Brant Project of 10 semi-detached homes announced, with 
first phase named in honour of longtime Habitat supporter Dr. Jacqueline 
Perry, well known for her mission to help others.  “A truly fitting and 
lasting tribute to her life.”  - Ralph Perry, Jacqueline’s father.  

• 2009 – Community rallies to help the ReStore replace a stolen and burned 
van. SC Johnson provides interim van, until a Trillium Foundation 
grant, donations from the Hankinson Foundation, Kelly Foundation and 
community donors raise funds to purchase a new vehicle.

• 2012 – Groundbreaking ceremony for house #17 and #18, less than six 
months later families move into their new home and discover they can 
gaze at the big dipper from their front porch.

• 2016 and 2017 – Expansion into Norfolk County as the now Habitat 
Brant-Norfolk completes its first house build in Simcoe and opens 
ReStore Simcoe one year later at 29 Park Road.  

• 2019 – 20th Anniversary Celebration, thank you to our volunteers and 
plans unveiled for the largest build ever in the history of the organization.



Your kind  
of open house.

Saturday, May 4 • 1pm – 4pm
This isn’t your average open house. Join us and see 

what life at Charlotte Villa is all about. 
Happy Birthday Habitat Brant-Norfolk

Call to RSVP today! 1-844-472-8372

Charlotte Villa  120 Darling St, Brantford • reveraliving.com/openhouse

Celebrating 20 Years!  
Congratulations Habitat  

for Humanity Brant-Norfolk

358 King George Rd, Brantford   -   (519) 900-6305   -   leggokitchens.ca

Congratulations Habitat for  
Humanity Brant-Norfolk  

for serving our Community  
for 20 years!

340 Henry St Unit 13, Brantford, ON N3S 7V9  |  Office: 519-756-0989  |  www.kissingerhrservices.com

Congratulations!

Thank you to all the staff and volunteers who work  
incredibly hard to make a difference in our community.

Here’s to 20 more!

Dan and Amy



Happy 20th Anniversary  
Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk From Everyone at Emco!

Visit our Newly Updated Ensuite Showroom Brantford
455 Henry Street, Unit A, Brantford , Ontario  N3C 7V6

LET YOUR IMAGINATION 
SOAR WITH US

GET INVOLVED
We bring communities together to help families build strength, stability 
and self-reliance through affordable homeownership.  We could not do 
this without support from individuals and businesses. Building a Habitat 
home takes many hands – and Habitat needs your financial support, 
your voice and your time. There are many ways you can get involved with 
Habitat Brant-Norfolk, from cash and product donations to volunteering 
at our ReStores or helping to build a Habitat home. 
To find out more visit habitatbn.org or call us at 519.759.8600

Homeownership
Affordable housing is a concern for everyone. It is critically important 
for all of us to have a safe and healthy home and to give our children the 
best chance for a bright future.  Every day, more and more families find 
themselves in a struggle to keep a decent roof over their heads. Through 
the generous support from individuals, businesses and community 
groups, we are able to help families realize the dream of owning their 
own home.  Aside from the financial advantages, there are many other 
important benefits including health and happiness. 

Volunteer
Whether you’re swinging a hammer on a build site or greeting 
customers in one of our Habitat ReStores, volunteers make our mission 
possible. Join a committee. Help us out with an event or host your own 
event in support of Habitat.  We can often use helping hands in the 
office too.  There are so many ways you can volunteer and discover your 
personal power to help build a stronger, more stable community.  Sign up 
and join our team by heading to habitatbn.org/volunteer 

Donate
Every donation, no matter the size, is an investment in strengthening 
community and changing the future.   When you become a monthly 
donor, your gift provides consistent and stable funding that lets us make 
long term plans for building safe and affordable homes. Or you can 
choose to make a one-time gift that will help make a profound and lasting 
difference.  We use volunteers and in-kind donations to keep building 
costs low. And, thanks to the operation of our ReStores, the vast majority 
of our administrative and fundraising costs are covered, meaning your 
donor dollar goes even further.
Donate today at habitatbn.org/donate

ReNew ReUse ReCycle…. ReStore!  

Think Habitat ReStore FIRST.
80 Morton Ave East Brantford and 
29 Park Road Simcoe

Happy 20 th Anniversary
Habitat for Humanity Brant - Norfolk

Renato & John

AUTO CLINIC  
ADVANCED AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS

110 Morton Ave. East, Brantford     519.753.5655

ALL OUR WORK HAS OUR PERSONAL ATTENTION & GUARANTEE
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SOLUTION
to our Sudoku puzzle
(Page 11)

250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
ben@positanowine.com
www.positanowine.com
positanowinesandcoffee

Wine
Gifts
Gift Cards





Our Community’s BEST EVENT GUIDE
 � Submit Events online @ www.bscene.ca or
 email events@bscene.ca by the 20th of Each Month

 � Visit www.bscene.ca for Even More
  Event Information

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15  2019

Healthy Harvest Boxes Delivered 12:00 PM Community

Music at First w Queensway Bellringers First Baptist Church 12:15 PM Entertainment

Seniors @ BPL Event: Rediscover Brantford: Beautiful Parks Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 02:30 PM Education

Library Book Club County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 07:00 PM Education

THURSDAY, MAY 16  2019

35th Annual Business Excellence Award Gala Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 05:30 PM Community

Monthly Meeting - May: East Ward Echo Place Neighbourhood 
Association Major Ballachey public School 06:00 PM Education

Exploring Mindfulness Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 06:30 PM Education

Wild Rose (Brantford Film Group) Galaxy Cinemas Brantford 07:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, MAY 17  2019

Pierre Mahere - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall (Lounge) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Live Comedy Tansley’s Coffee Emporium 08:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live with Robin Benedict Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, MAY 18  2019

Mohawk Chapel Tour Season Opening Weekend Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks 10:00 AM Community

Tyler Wilson (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Saturday Night Live with DJ Recon Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, MAY 19  2019

Mohawk Chapel Tour Season Opening Weekend Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks 10:00 AM Community

Blues for Soldiers Sunday: Shawn Kellerman w Howitzer Blues Brant Artillery Gunners Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Red Sox vs. Guelph Royals Arnold Anderson Stadium at Cockshutt Park 02:00 PM Sports

MONDAY, MAY 20  2019

Brantford Dufferin Club Season Lawn Bowls Pot Luch Jitney Dufferin Lawn Bowling Tennis & Pickle Ball Club 02:00 PM Community

Blood Donor Clinic Paris Fairgrounds 02:55 PM Community

TUESDAY, MAY 21  2019

Brantford Painted Rocks Brantwood Community Services, Recreation & 
Therapy Centre Entrance #1 06:00 PM Community

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22  2019

Music at First w Alison Clark First Baptist Church 12:15 PM Entertainment

Creativity Club at the Library County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 06:30 PM Community

THURSDAY, MAY 23  2019

Awesome Conversations Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 06:30 PM Education

FRIDAY, MAY 24  2019

Jeff Harding Knights Hall 06:00 PM Entertainment

Route 6 - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall (Lounge) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Red Sox vs. Hamilton Cardinals Arnold Anderson Stadium at Cockshutt Park 08:00 PM Sports

Dunsdon Legion Fundraiser Dunsdon Legion Branch 461 08:00 PM Entertainment

An Evening w Dwayne LaForme & Al Richardson Tansley’s Coffee Emporium 08:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live with Geoff Masse Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, MAY 25  2019

Quagmire’s Quandary (ICHTHYS Theatre) Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 9:30 AM The Arts

Quagmire’s Quandary (ICHTHYS Theatre) Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 11:30 AM The Arts

Walk for Alzheimer’s w Twin Spin 50s, 60s and Beyond Syl Apps Community Centre 12:00 PM Community

Quagmire’s Quandary (ICHTHYS Theatre) Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 01:30 PM The Arts

Hi-Fi Lowrider (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Quagmire’s Quandary (ICHTHYS Theatre) Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 03:30 PM The Arts

Deron Douglas: It’s A Good Day To Be… Opening Reception Woodland Cultural Centre 07:00 PM The Arts

Indigenous Art 2019 Opening Reception Woodland Cultural Centre 07:00 PM The Arts

Ontario Sings (w Brant Men of Song) Celebration Church 07:00 PM Entertainment

Amateur Boxing Night (Bell City Boxing Club) Gathering Place by the Grand 07:30 PM Sports

Saturday Night Live with DJ M Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, MAY 26  2019

Brantford Pop-Up Street Store Harmony Square 8:00 AM Community

Glenhyrst Family Arts Day (part of Brant Museum Crawl) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 11:00 AM Entertainment

Blues for Soldiers Sunday: Josh Miller with Howitzer Blues Band Brant Artillery Gunners Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Red Sox vs. Kitchener Panthers Arnold Anderson Stadium at Cockshutt Park 02:00 PM Sports

Ukulele Jam T.B. Costain/SC Johnson Community Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Community Symphony Orchestra w the Guitar Society 
of Brantford

 Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 
(ballroom) 03:00 PM Entertainment

Singles Socials Dance Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant 
Legion) 07:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, MAY 27  2019

Survivor Series Woodland Cultural Centre 10:00 AM Education

TUESDAY, MAY 28  2019

Contact North Drop-In Support County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 10:00 AM Education

WEDNESDAY, MAY 29  2019

Music at First c George Rose on cornet First Baptist Church 12:15 PM Entertainment

 “Masonry Within the Chapel” Lecture Series w Brant Masonic 
Group Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks 07:00 PM Education
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BRANTFORD BITES
Apr 12, 2019 • Hellenic Hall, Brantford

Be seen with 
BSCENE

A LOOK BACK AT APRIL THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

THURSDAY, MAY 30  2019

Walk the Talk (Cty. of Brant elected officials visiting Downtown 
Paris) Downtown Paris 10:00 AM Community

Finding Purpose Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 06:30 PM Education

Jeff Harding Al Dente Pasta · Pizza · Gill 07:00 PM Entertainment

Tracey Mae Chambers Exhibit Opening Gala Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 07:00 PM The Arts

FRIDAY, MAY 31  2019

Roast Beef Supper Harmony United Church 04:45 PM Community

Laura Keating Live at Paris Surf Paris Surf 07:00 PM Entertainment

Trick Bag - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall (Lounge) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live with Fiction Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

JUNE 2019
SATURDAY, JUNE 1  2019

Welcome to the Drag Parade Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Dreamer The Supertramp Experience (in support of Diabetes 
Canada) Brantford Convention Centre 07:30 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JUNE 2  2019

Embracing Encaustics with Linda Blakney Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM Education

Country Family Fun Day (supporting The Crossing All Bridges 
Learning Centre) Brant Artillery Gunners Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

Celebrating Twenty Years of The Grand River Chorus St. Pius X R.C. Church 03:00 PM Entertainment

Singles Socials Dance Brantford Polish Hall (Main Hall) 07:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, JUNE 3  2019

Brantford Downtown Jazz presents Denielle Bassels Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5  2019

Forget Me Not Golf Tournament (Alzheimer Society) Oak Gables Golf Club, 1505 Wilson St., Ancaster 01:00 PM Sports

THURSDAY, JUNE 6  2019

14th Annual Golf Tournament (Paris & District Chamber of Com-
merce) The Oaks of St. George Golf Club Sports

Brant Skills Centre’s 16th Annual Adult Spelling Bee Six Nations Polytechnic (Brantford Campus) 06:00 PM Education

FRIDAY, JUNE 7  2019

PD Day STEM Camp Sylvan Learning of Brantford 9:00 AM Education

Stop The Stigma One Stroke at a Time The Oaks of St. George Golf Club 12:00 PM Sports

First Friday Grace Gallery 05:30 PM The Arts

Peter Pan (Playful Fox Productions) St. Paul’s United Church 07:00 PM The Arts

D Jason Freeze
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TAREN DE ST. CROIX
🔗 downtownbrantford.ca 

facebook downtownbrantford 

twitter @downtownbrantfd 

April showers bring May flowers and downtown 
Brantford will be in full bloom this month! Checking 
out some of the new shops and restaurants should be 
on your list of things to do. All the restaurant and shop 
owners are eager to meet you and serve you! There 
is always something new to discover in Downtown 
Brantford. Be sure to check out our website for new 
restaurants, shopping and services.
The Sanderson Centre is featuring many 
performances in May including “Galaxy of Stars - 
Music of the Big Bands", a dazzling showcase of 
your favourite legendary Swing Era songs, perfectly 
recreated by the renowned 14-member Galaxy 
Orchestra under the musical direction and virtuosic 
wizardry of Canada’s King of the Clarinet, Ross 
Wooldridge! Next month you can catch Denielle 

Bassels, Indie-Swing chanteuse Denielle Bassels 
hails from Toronto ON. Her original music 
whimsically weaves a caravan of influences from 
her childhood and travels abroad from folk and 
blues, to Parisian jazz manouche and swing. In 
2017 Denielle released her much anticipated 
album What About Wool Wishbags which has 
been described as “Ella Fitzgerald sipping tea on 
a rollercoaster with the Mad Hatter”. Denielle’s 
voice is as pure and rich as her performance 
style. She will immerse you in her tales. There’s 
never a shortage of entertainment in Downtown 
Brantford!
There are lots of activities at the Brantford Public 
Library this month including Baby & Me, Drop-
In Youth Cafe, Family Drop In, Stop Smoking 
Workshop, Little Picassos, Science of SuperDogs, 
crafting classes and many lifestyle seminars. 
Be sure to visit their website for all the details! 
brantford.library.on.ca
We suggest you make Downtown Brantford 
your destination and visit everything it has 
to offer. Connect with us online at www.
downtownbrantford.ca and find a full directory 
that lists all the businesses in the downtown 
core. Join us on Facebook to keep up with what’s 
happening downtown daily. Please like our page, 
share our posts and share your experience in 
Downtown Brantford.what’s happening downtown 
daily. Please like our page, share our posts and 
share your experience in Downtown Brantford.

D O W N T O W N  B R A N T F O R D  I S  I N  B L O O M !

ELI WASHBURN

🔗 brantlibrary.ca 

facebook brantlibrary 

twitter @brantlibrary

instagram brantcountypubliclibrary 

The long awaited final season of Game 
of Thrones has begun and fans around 

the world are gathering around their TVs on 
Sunday nights to see how it all ends. We’re 
just as excited at the Library, where winter 
is coming to the Paris Branch on Saturday, 
May 11 from 10:30 am to 12 pm! Who will win 
the Game of Thrones? Could it be you? We’ll 
have our very own Iron Throne and green 
screen set up for fans to come and claim the 
throne for themselves. Participants will have 
a variety of choices for their backgrounds, 
from locations seen on the show to their 
favorite Game of Thrones house’s sigil in the 

background. In addition, we will be running a 
drop-in Game of Thrones lantern decorating 
session to go along with your photo!

George R.R. Martin’s epic fantasy series 
began in 1996 and was heralded as a new 
staple for the fantasy genre. Little did anyone 
know this story of political backstabbing, 
dragons, and ice zombies would take the 
world by storm when it became an HBO 
series in 2011. The world Martin created has 
captured the imagination of millions and it 
does not necessarily all stop with the end of 
the show.

If you can’t bear the thought of the end of 
Game of Thrones, we can help. Come check 
out the original and spin-off books that 
started it all or the first seven seasons of the 
show on DVD if you need to catch up. If you 
enjoy a more visual experience why not try 
the Game of Thrones graphic novels? You 
can even borrow the Game of Thrones board 
game and subjugate your friends and family 
at home! While the show might be over your 
journey into the Game of Thrones universe 
is just beginning through a trip to your local 
County of Brant Public Library! 

Winter is coming...
to the Library!
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DR. SIMONE BURKE, N.D. 

🔗  ndoc.ca

facebook @HolisticHealingArtsCentre

We are constantly exposed to chemicals in our food supply, the air we 
breathe, the water we drink and household cleaning agents, as well 

as our skincare products.  As spring approaches, we often think of Spring 
Cleaning.  Not just our homes but our bodies too.

Understanding Detoxification
Detoxification starts in your liver. It’s a complicated process and requires a lot of 
different nutrients to do this. Your kidneys, lungs, and even gut also play a role in 
detoxification.  
Cleanse Your Body Naturally With Food
One of the best ways to support your body’s detoxification is a healthy diet.  This 
means eliminating the foods you know are not good for you – foods that are high in 
sugar, Trans fats and foods that are processed.
You also want to add in a lot of nourishing foods that help to support your body’s 
detoxification pathways.
The Best Foods for Natural Detoxification

Fats and Oils
Natural fats and oils like extra virgin olive oil and organic coconut oil provide 
energy and help reduce inflammation.
Nuts and Seeds
Almonds, sunflower seeds, walnuts, and flax seeds are great as a healthy snack. 

Nuts and seeds are rich in oils and are excellent sources of fiber.  They are great 
for inflammation and to boost your healthy cholesterol.
Proteins
Proteins are broken down into amino acids.  These amino acids are essential for 
your liver to detoxify your blood. Opt for organic and hormone free meats or plant 
based proteins.  Amino acids help repair your cells.
Legumes
Beans, lentils, and other legumes are a good source of soluble and insoluble fiber 
as well as a variety of amino acids.  These are great at keeping cholesterol levels 
in check.  The fiber also supports elimination via the colon.
Fruits
Fruits contain a wide variety of phytonutrients, such as beta-carotene, vitamin C, 
and B’s which are needed for your liver.  They are a good source of soluble and 
insoluble fiber to keep toxins moving through the colon.  They are also high in 
water which supports elimination through the kidneys.
Vegetables
Your starchy and non-starchy vegetables provide a wide variety of phyto-
chemicals and fiber.

Food provides nutrients that help your body detoxify.  Where you can, choose organic 
to avoid pesticides and herbicides.  Choose foods that are as close to nature as 

possible.  Select from a wide variety of colours as coloured 
vegetables and fruits are rich in phyto-nutrients. 

Holistic Healing Arts Centre,
274 King George Road, Brantford 
519-751-3488   www.ndoc.ca   

B E S T  F O O D S  F O R  N AT U R A L  D E T OX I F I C AT I O N NATUROPATHIC NEIGHBOUR
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LADIES NIGHT OUT FOR BCHSF
April 3, 2019 • Paris Fairgrounds, Paris, ON

D Jason Freeze

A LOOK BACK AT APRIL THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS
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Acquired brain injury: Is it really the end?
Local freelance writer Jesse Ferguson shares his story in a four-part series
The following story is the fourth and final installment in a four-part series chronicling writer Jesse Ferguson's experience living with an acquired 
brain injury, originally printed in Brant News. Read Part 1, 2, 3 of the series at bscene.ca

This story is in part dedicated to the memory of Josh Demeulenaere who lived with an acquired brain injury. He passed away in his thirtieth year 
from complications of the injury..

JESSE FERGUSON  

In Part 1 of this story, we 
introduced the topic 

of brain injury. In Part 2, 
we introduced a few more 
victims and some of the 
problems we have to deal 
with. And in Part 3 we heard 
from the victims themselves 
and what they go through, 

everyday. Tying a bow in the series:

One notable struggle most ABI (acquired brain 
injury) survivors experience following their 
injuries is in the pursuit of love and relationships. 
Chris, Josh, and I, survivors of 
ABI, all had or have a substantial 
problem finding a girl good 
enough to take us on following our 
accidents. We’re too intimidating 
for most, I guess.

For love?

I shudder... On this subject, 
Metallica's song The Day That 
Never Comes” rings through: “Love 
is a four letter word, that never 
focuses. Love is ( just) a four letter 
word, here in this prison.”

In our cases, the prison referred to 
is brain injury.

I try rather hard at this word, but 
fail rather miserably. To make up 
for the lack of love, I went to the bar 
more often than I’d like to admit.

And If I was seen in still frame, 
you’d think I pick up all the time. I 
have, but marginally so since my accident.

Another song sings through my head as I consider 
this: “How come I never get laid? | Us guys always 
lose. | So much at stake, | can’t catch a break. | I hate 
my life (Theory of a Deadman-- “Hate My Life”).”

I feel that speech deficit must be central in 
our limited offers. We don’t even register on 
most women’s radar, likely due to such deficits 
experienced because of our injuries.

In this sense, I do hate my life. We need someone 
divine to see past the injury that envelopes us.

To open up the subject area, all three of our 
lives took unreasonable turns thanks to our 
accidents, which have shifted our lives in ways 
we never thought imaginable. We started as naïve 
adolescents only to be swept up, devastated and 
devoured in the riptide of brain injury.

With that being said, where did we go? Josh went 
on to live at the family farm, where he says he 
would’ve been anyway. Chris said he would be in 
the area if not for his accident as well. I don’t know 
where I would be if my injury hadn't occurred, but 
since my family lives in Brantford and area, I could 
also still be here.

While our locations may not have been displaced, 
our everyday lives are. However, with all the loads 
of bad that our accidents have brought, there are 
also positives.

“I actually wouldn’t change a thing (about my life),” 
Chris says, which piques my attention. “I mean, I 
wish I didn’t have the accident, but I have a lot here 
that I didn’t before.”

Such as, his own house. His mom is nearby, but 
not with him. In ways, the accident seems to have 
regulated his life when he claims it was out of 
control before.

Josh also had personal gains. Before the accident, 
his sister, Megan, reports he was reckless. “Josh 
always did what he wanted and if he wasn't allowed, 
he found a way around it. Even if it meant getting in 
trouble,” she says, with no debate from anyone who 
knew him. But after, she says, he just wouldn’t do 
those things.

As for me, despite a profound loss of physical 
ability, my life after brain injury is not without 
silver lining. Before the accident, I always worried 
about what everyone thought about me, even 
though I was perfectly fine. A song that speaks to 
my life on this subject is “Frantic” by Metallica: 
“I’ve worn out always being afraid. An endless 
stream of fear that I’ve made. Treading water full of 

worry; this frantic-tick-tick-tock.”

And now, even when I am not “fine” and perhaps 
should be insecure, I am not. Why? Because I have 
come to grips with my life.

That’s what makes me think I’ve won this battle, 
if there is any way to differentiate the winners 
from losers (though I’m pretty sure we’re all losers 
in that sense). I’m not saying this cancels out my 
challenges, because it doesn’t, but I can see how this 
was for my benefit. I have no more frantic angst. It's 
just gone...

Like a metal that can only achieve its peak hardness 
when subjected to a maximum temperature, I think 
I’ve only become this way because I’ve been put to 

the ultimate test. The song “The 
Light” by the band Disturbed 
says: “Sometimes darkness, can 
show you the light.”

I may have lost my physical 
abilities as result of the accident, 
but now I walk with a new 
metaphorical swagger to mesh 
with the literal one the accident 
left.

I come from a time and place 
where my friends might label 
someone. I’m very aware that I 
am now on the receiving end of 
such labels. Therefore, I should 
increase awareness of this 
"hidden disability” (and the not-
so-hidden aspects).

The swagger I now have comes 
from knowing with enough hard 
work, belief in oneself, as well 
as the support of family, friends 
and professionals, even with 

something as devastating as an acquired brain 
injury can be overcome.

I have defied the doctors. Through hard work, 
putting myself out there, and relentless resilience, 
I have an exploding social life with a multitude 
of friends. I also graduated from Wilfrid Laurier 
University with my journalism degree.

Ultimately, I have what doctors said I couldn’t: a 
great life.

Brain injury, you’re not the end of me.

– Read the entire series of Jesse Ferguson's 
story at bscene.ca. 

Reach Jesse at lostprophet_04@hotmail.com.
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Writer Jesse Ferguson displays a skill 
doctors said he would never be able to do, 
ride a bike
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JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz

facebook @jjackowetz

B
y the end of 1980s the City 
was optimistic. The 1990s 

was predicted to be Brantford’s 
decade. New civic projects 
were progressing, over 100 new 
companies had set up shop 
in Brantford since 1985, and 
real estate brokers reported 
that there was an increasing 
number of people looking to 
move to and settle in Brantford. 
Brantford had turned a corner 
and was confidently expecting an 
improving economy.

POLICE AND FIRE

In January 1991, the Brantford 
Police Department changed 
its name to Brantford Police 
Services. In November 1991, the 
police department moved into 
its new headquarters at Wayne 
Gretzky Park-way and Elgin 
Street leaving its antiquated 
1950s headquarters at Greenwich 

and Newport Streets behind.
Police Chief Al Barber succeeded 
John Weir in 1987. Barber retired 
in 1998 and was succeeded 
by Bob Peeling. Barber led 
a significant change in the 
force’s approach to policing. 
Barber wanted closer ties 
between the department and 
the public. Community policing 
was implemented where the 
same police officers were 
stationed in particular areas of 
the city so they would become 
a fa-miliar presence in their 
assigned neighbourhoods. First 
the downtown was addressed, 
then the north end. In 1992, 
the concept was rolled out city 
wide. In 1994, the police service 
announced an effort to include 
more women, Aboriginals, 
minorities, and the disabled to its 
ranks.
The province restructured police 
services in 1996 and it appeared 
that the city police force would 
amalgamate with the police 
services in Paris and Brant 
County, but Brant County rejected 
this pro-posal.
Crime rate statistics from 1999 
showed the crime rate fell by fifty 
percent since 1983. However, 
drug offences, youth crime, 
use of weapons, and crimes of 
violence were increasing. Eleven 
mur-ders and 541 robberies 
were committed in the City in the 
1990s.
On 3-March-1992, it was 
discovered that two machine 
guns, 64 C7 rifles, and 9 
Browning 9mm semi-automatic 
pistols were stolen from the 

Armoury, the largest 
robbery of an armoury 
still to this day. A 
man was charged and 
most of the weapons 
were recovered. The 
machine guns were 
WWII vintage and had 
no firing pins, 45 rifles 
had missing bolts and 
the 9mm pistols did 
not have barrels. The 
bolts and the barrels 
were stored separately. 
No ammunition was 
taken. It turned out 

that the burglar alarm 
at the armoury was not 
connected to the new 
police station, it remained 
connected to the old 

empty police station, so the police 
were not aware that the alarm 
was triggered when the robbery 
occurred.
The police had to deal with the 
shaving cream attacker, a man 
who would sneak up on women 
and smear their face and hair with 
shaving cream. After nine months 
the attacker was caught; the at-
tacker apparently suffered from 
impulse control disorder.
On 9-April-1994, an American 
trucker, Michael Lovejoy, was 
found shot to death in the 
sleeping compartment of his cab 
which was parked on the shoulder 
of Highway 403 between Garden 
Ave-nue and the Wayne Gretzky 
Parkway. Lovejoy parked his rig 
on Friday afternoon 8-April and 
set his alarm to wake himself up 
at 5:30 pm. Another tractor-trailer 
was seen parked behind Lovejoy’s 
rig on Friday afternoon. Despite 

continent wide publicity and flyers 
distributed to all truck stops be-
tween Flint, MI, and Buffalo NY, 
along the Highway 402/403/
QEW corrridor, no leads were 
uncov-ered. This crime remains 
unsolved.
The courthouse at Wellington 
Square was too small and 
crowded to accommodate all the 
cases brought before the court. 
There was also an insufficient 
number of judges to hear the 
cases and make timely judgments. 
In 1992, an extra half of a judge 
of time was added. In January 
1993, the province requested 
proposals to find a new facility to 
accommodate all court facilities 
under one roof in downtown 
Brantford. The company that was 
awarded the tender withdrew their 
bid citing it was not economically 
viable to proceed. The project was 
retendered but the courthouse 
size was reduced by forty percent 

A Shaving Cream Attacker stalked victims in East Ward and West 
Brant between 7-December-1993 and 7-July-1994. Nine women 
between the ages of 14 and 29 were attacked. Thomas Ranson, 
21, admitted to seven attacks and was sentenced to 60 days 
in jail. The attacks occurred on 1) 7-December, 2) 24-January, 
3) 15-March, 4) 19-April, 5) 13-June, 6) 15-June, 7) 17-June, 8) 
28-June, and 9) 7-July.  (graphic from the archives at the Brantford Public 
Library)

Brantford
in the
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Part 4

Brant Stereo fire 3-November-1994. The fire started in the store basement. The building was 
built in 1880. Brant Stereo had been operating from this location since 1979 and is still in 
business at this location. (photo from the archives at the Brantford Public Library)
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leaving it with no more space than 
the current facility. The City and 
po-lice objected but the province 
moved forward undeterred. A new 
courthouse was constructed next 
to the family court building on 
Darling Street. It opened in 1996.
A new fire department 
headquarters was opened on 
29-May-2000 at Clarence and 
Wellington Streets. No tears were 
shed when firefighters moved 
out of their problem plagued 
1950s head-quarters building on 
Greenwich Street.
The fire department was kept 
busy during the decade. Brant 
Dairy moved from Dalhousie and 
Stan-ley Streets to Elgin Street 
in 1992. On 7-August-1992, their 
vacant building was set ablaze. 
The old Massey-Ferguson foundry 
on Greenwich Street was set 
on fire on 7-November-1992 by 
two boys aged 13 and 14. The 
downtown building at 53 / 55 
Colborne Street was set ablaze 
on 1-August-1993. The building 
was owned by Stephen Kun and 
housed the Appliance Repair 
Centre which was operated by 
John Bragg for 17 years. The 
building was repaired and the 
fourth floor was removed. The 
C.J. Mulholland Mattress Factory 
at 363 Colborne Street burned 
on 25-September-1994. The fire 
was thought to be deliberately 
set. Pauwel’s Travel, 95 Dalhousie 
Street experienced a second 
storey fire on Tuesday morning 
11-October-1994.
A fire started in the basement 
of Brant Stereo, 44 Market 
Street on Thursday morning 
3-November-1994, gutting the 
store. The store building was built 

in 1880. Brant Stereo has been 
located there since 1979. $3.5 
million of inventory, just received 
for Christmas was lost. Moffat 
Lunch and the Odeon Theatre 
both received smoke and water 
damaged.
Fire damage in 1995 was the 
heaviest it had been in a decade. 
Hill & Robinson Funeral Home, 30 
Nelson Street at Queen Street, 
suffered a fire on 12-April-1995. 
The storage barns at Cashway 
Lum-ber on Park Road North 
burned on Sunday 14-May-1995. 
The empty Bay State Abrasives 
building at McMurray and Pearl 
Streets was set on fire on 
6-September-1995. Five people 
died in a house fire at 261/2 West 
Street on 24-September-1995. 
Four children and their mother 
perished. The fire was set 
by one of the children. A fire 
started in the rear of Maich 
Appliances, 61 Colborne Street, 
on 20-October-1995. The 
Solaray factory in Holmedale 
was gutted by an arsonist on 
30-October-1995. A fire at 
Lee-way Plumbing Supplies on 

Colborne street east of Murray 
Street on 23-December-1995 
destroyed the building along with 
two other businesses, Copyd, 
and the Ontario Public School 
Teachers’ Federation office. This 
building was located across the 
street from St. Mary’s Church.
On 4-January-1996, a fire was 
set at the former House of 
Hagen Bakery & Delicatessen, 
131 Col-borne Street, downtown. 
On 10-January-1996 a fire was 
started in the Twin Eagle Variety 
Store lo-cated in the Temple 
Building on Dalhousie Street next 
to the former Federal Building. 
The fire quickly spread to the 
second and third floor apartments 
over the store but was contained 
by fire-fighters.
On Saturday 9-March-1996 an 
explosion destroyed a fourth floor 
apartment at the 6-storey Slovak 
Village on 5th Avenue, blowing 
out the wall of the apartment unit. 
A former tenant, Douglas Swift, 
angry for being evicted from the 
apartment building, arranged for 
Richard Teichmann, of Dundas, 
to torch the unit. Teichmann 

soaked the unit in gasoline and 
lit a match. He was blown out of 
the unit 300 feet away into a field. 
The blast caused $1.5 million 
damage to the apartment building 
and took 16 months to repair.
On 20-December-1996 a fire was 
started in the lost and found bin 
at St. Theresa School on Dale-
wood Drive. The fire occurred on 
the last day of school before the 
Christmas break. 350 students 
had to be evacuated.
A tire fire broke out at Otterwood 
Tire Recycling and Storage on 
2-December-1997. The facility 
was located in the old Sternson 
Factory on Mohawk Street. The 
site contained 40,000 tires. 
7,000 tires burned. Arson was the 
cause. The abandoned Northern 
Globe roofing factory on Pearl 
Street was twice set ablaze by 
arsonists; in 1997 and 1999.
A fire at Searle Manufacturing, 
122 Copernicus Crescent on 
Monday 19-April-1999 marked the 
Fire Department’s first use of their 
heat sensing camera to locate hot 
spots and fight the fire.

Michael Lovejoy of Flint, MI, driving for RTS Transport, was found shot to death in the sleeping compartment of his rig on Saturday afternoon 9-April-1994. 
Lovejoy parked his rig on the shoulder of Highway 403 on Friday afternoon 8-April. His parked rig was noticed by a fellow RTS Transport driver who passed 
it twice on Saturday on his way to and from Buffalo. The driver stopped to inves-tigate and found Lovejoy dead. The circumstances surrounding Lovejoy’s 
death remain a mystery. His murder was never solved.  (from the archives at the Brantford Public Library, photo by Brian Thompson, Brantford Expositor)

The Hagersville Tire Fire started on Monday 12-February-1990. 14 million tires were stored on a 14-acre 
site operated by Tyre King Tyre Recycling, and owned by Ed Straza. The fire was fought by volunteer 
firefighters from 10 municipalities. High winds and poor weather hampered their efforts, grounding water 
bombers for days. Freezing rain produced extremely hot steam and fog. The fire took 17 days to put out. 
A gang of five area boys were found responsible for setting the fire. (photo from the archives at the Brantford 
Public Library)

Damage from an explosion at the 6-storey Slovak Village apartment building on 5th Avenue on 
9-March-1996. Unit 413 was doused in gasoline and ignited. Six units were destroyed in the blast. 
Richard Teichmann, of Dundas, was sentenced to 22 months in jail for setting the blast. Douglas Swift, 
the unit’s former tenant, was charged with conspiracy to commit arson. Swift was angry by his eviction 
from his unit a few months earlier. The blast caused $1.5 million damage to the apart-ment building and 
took 16 months to repair. (from the archives at the Brantford Public Library, photo by Wayne Roper, Brantford Expositor)
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LYNDA HENRIKSEN 

🔗  habitatbn.org
facebook HabitatforHumanityBN
pinterest brantrestore
twitter @HabitatBN

Press “home” to unlock.  

How many times a day do you see this message 
on your phone?  Punch in your password and 
voila!  A world of possibility and connection 
arrives at your fingertips.  Check a message, take 
a picture. Pay your bills. Update your status. Book 
a flight.  Call your Mom.  You decide, it’s your 
world.

Now imagine you’re locked out and the password 
is useless.  Access denied.   Obviously, you still 
live in the real world.  You don’t live in your phone, 
right?  But almost anyone who has lost access 
to their cellphone knows the feeling of being 
disconnected.  Pressing “home” and making a 
connection, gives you access to a world of your 
own design. 

At Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk we believe 

everyone deserves a safe, decent and affordable 
place to call home.  A place to belong, to be who 
we are.  A place that connects us to design our 
own world.  We’ve witnessed the powerful impact 
of caring and generosity that helps families 
build stability, strength and self-reliance through 
affordable homeownership. 

At Habitat, we build and we sell affordable 
homes. We sell to people in our community who 
qualify for a Habitat mortgage. Applicants must 
apply for a Habitat mortgage and have income 
to afford monthly mortgage payments and to 
pay taxes.  They must also be in need of a better 
living situation and be willing to partner with us by 
completing 500 volunteer hours.  We meet people 
who are living in unsafe conditions.  Families who 
are living in overcrowded spaces.  Many pay more 
than 30% and some are paying more than 70% 
of their income on the high cost of rent.

Affordable Home OWNERSHIP unlocks the door 
to a brighter and healthier future.   You can find 
the stats on our website.  Or ask a homeowner.  
You can also help build community by donating 
your time, money, or both.  But first, you need 
to press HOME to unlock and connect.  Call us 
at 519.759.8600 or visit habitatbn.org to get 
involved.   

Let’s connect and design a new world of 
possibilities.  One where everyone can have a 
healthy, affordable place to call home.

Press HOME to Unlock.  
Affordable Homeownership

twitter @goskip

facebook SKIPBrantford

instagram @skipbrantford

🔗  goskip.org

As you all know, Mother's Day is coming up. What do mom's 
like? Flowers and candy are nice, but every mom loves 

something homemade and from the heart.

This month during SKIP's Road to BURST, we are doing just 
that: something homemade and from the heart. We are hosting 
a Mother's Day poetry contest. This contest is open to all 
ages and can be whatever you like, as long as it has to do with 
mothers! It can even be about your memories of your mother or 
your own experience being a mother.

Prizes for this month will include Earl Haig passes, BURST 
passes, or BURST swag. Submit your poems to  liz@goskip.org  
and a winner will be chosen at the end of the month.

SKIP is also partnering with the Glenhyrst Art Gallery for their 
Family Arts Day on Sunday, May 26 from 11 am - 4 pm.

We hope to showcase some art from your visits as well as some 
musical talent. Family fun will be happening all day, so come out 
and join us!

We look forward to reading your beautiful mother's day poems, 
and I'm sure the mothers in your life do too! :)

H A P P Y  S P R I N G  F R I E N D S !
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COLLEEN TOMS 

twitter @BCHSFoundation

facebook BCHSFoundation

🔗  bchsysfoundation.org

When David Leyland woke up on his kitchen floor 
in February 2018, he knew it was time to make 
a change.

“I was tired of the way I was living,” Leyland said of the 
ongoing seizures and fainting spells he had undergone 
for about two years. 

“I didn’t tell anyone what was happening,” he recalled. 
“The minute you tell somebody something like that, they 
take away all kinds of independence, so I was trying to 
hide it for quite a while.”

Leyland knew he couldn’t continue living with uncertainty, 
so he slowly made his way over to the phone to dial 911.

Leyland was taken to the Brantford General Emergency 
Department where a CT scan was ordered. The results 
showed his carotid arteries were severely damaged.

Further testing showed that Leyland was having spells in 
which he would stop breathing for up to seven-seconds 
and the lack of oxygen contributed to his blackouts. Low 
blood pressure also played a part.

But there was more bad news in store.

“The doctor said he had other issues that he wanted to 
talk about and so he told me about all the cancer that 
they had detected in the CT scan.”

Leyland was suspected of having lung cancer, which 
appeared to have spread to his thyroid, brain and lymph 
nodes.

He was referred to the Brant Community Healthcare 
System’s Lung Diagnostic Assessment Program (DAP), 

which reduces worry and wait times for patients with 
suspected lung cancer in the Hamilton, Niagara, 
Haldimand and Brant communities.

“When we get a referral we try to respond to it within 
72 hours,” said Registered Nurse Fran Osborne of the 
Cancer Clinic. “I took Mr. Leyland’s history over the 
phone and then set him up with one of our thoracic 
surgeons as soon as possible.

“We want patients to be seen and diagnosed within 28 
days.”

Several tests are used within the program, including 
MRIs, PET scans, needle biopsies, chest X-rays and CT 
scans so a course of treatment can be expedited.

“We wanted to make sure the cancer hadn’t migrated to 
the brain, because that’s one of the first places that lung 
cancer will travel to,” Osborne said. “The others are used 
for staging; is cancer in the liver, is it in the bone?”

Comprehensive testing enables the oncologist to know 
what stage a patient is at in order to set the most 
effective treatment regimen.

In addition to providing timely access to care, the Lung 
DAP co-ordinates care as close to a patient’s home as 
possible.

The program also assists and provides physical and 
emotional support to patients with lung problems like 
infection, tuberculosis and sarcoidosis.

“Our patients in lung diagnostics are either surgical or 
non-surgical. Treatment will be either surgical, radiation 
and chemotherapy, or chemotherapy alone,” Osborne 
said.

By fast-tracking lung cancer patients through the 
program many patients lives have been prolonged and 
even saved.

“If I hadn’t taken the chemotherapy, I don’t think I’d be 
here today,” Leyland said.

“After just two sessions of chemo the cancer was 
reduced by over 50 per cent. I feel pretty good now 
compared to what I was going through.”

Leyland’s breathing has improved and he is no longer 

experiencing blackouts. He said the six months of 
treatment he underwent were a blur, but he hasn’t 
forgotten the kindness, professionalism and compassion 
of the many doctors, specialists, nurses and other 
medical aides that he met along the way.

“You all kept me going,” Leyland said to Osborne. “The 
team that we’ve got here in Brantford – Dr. Paul Barnfield 
and Dr. Lee, and every nurse – they’re all top-drawer. The 
team is absolutely marvelous.”

Humour is an absolute must in order to get through the 
varying ups and downs a cancer diagnosis holds.

“We try to laugh a lot,” said Fran Osborne. “It’s a small, 
intimate group, which is why we get to know our patients 
well, and our patients get to know us.”

“It’s critical, it truly is,” Leyland said of the rapport 
developed with Lung DAP staff. “I was going through 
some ugly times because chemo does ugly things to you. 
I couldn’t have gotten through it without them.”

Leyland said going through cancer treatment can isolate 
a patient, so the staff in the Lung DAP became a family 
of sorts that he could always talk to about everything he 
was going through.

“It affects you physically and emotionally and the 
emotional support is as bad as the physical,” Leyland 
said. “It’s hard to find a friend to talk to about this 
because nobody understands it. That’s why coming to 
the clinic, which I didn’t even know existed here at the 
hospital, is so important. They were my surrogate family.”

As David Leyland knows first-hand, when crisis or 
illness impacts you or a loved one, the Brant Community 
Healthcare System is here to offer you exceptional 
healthcare in your time of need.

You can help ensure vital programs like the Brant 
Community Cancer Clinic continue to be well funded by 
helping to purchase equipment and services not covered 
by the Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care. 

Donate easily online at www.bchsdonate.com or by 
calling 519-751-5510. Visit our website online at www.
bchsysfoundation.org or send inquiries to our email 
address at foundation@bchsys.org.

DAVID LEYLAND’S CANCER DIAGNOSIS EXPEDITED 
THROUGH BCHS LUNG DAP PROGRAM

From left: RN Fran Osborne, grateful patient David Leyland, Oncologist Dr. Paul Barnfield, RN Amy Welsh and RN Melanie Scott in the 
Brant Community Cancer Clinic. (Submitted photo)
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
April 6, 2019 • Brantford Convention Centre, Brantford • D Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK AT APRIL THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

BRANTFORD POTTERS GUILD 
SPRING SHOW

April 13, 2019 • Woodman Park Community Ctr., Brantford
D Jason Freeze
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ANNUAL BSO BOOK FAIR
APR. 25-28, 2019 • BRANTFORD

D Jason Freeze

51st ANNUAL BRANTFORD LIFESTYLE SPRING HOME SHOW, Apr 13 2019 D JASON FREEZE

TIRA LAUNCH FOR BRANT WATERWAYS, Apr 4, 2019 D JASON FREEZE

BURS OF A FEATHER, Mar 30 2019 D JASON FREEZE
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Brantford 
Farmers’ Market

Celebrate our spring harvest and enjoy quality, fresh 
and local foods over the coming months.

Fridays 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturdays 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Spring Fling
Saturday, May 25

7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
BBQ • Free Samples • Shopping • Kids Activities

79 Icomm Drive  519-752-8824      /BrantfordFarmersMarket

Farmers’
Market–––––––––––––––


