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BScene is a local Entertainment & Community Guide, 
showcasing the #BRANTastic features of Brantford, 
Brant and Six Nations through engaging content and 
with the Best Event Guide in our community. 

BScene is distributed free, every month through key 
community partners throughout Brantford, Brant 
and Six Nations. BScene has a local network of over 
500 distribution points including local advertisers, 
retail outlets, dining establishments, and community 
centres. For a complete list, please visit bscene.ca 

As a community paper and forum for sharing thoughts 
and experiences, the views expressed in the magazine 
are not necessarily those of the Publisher, Editor, 
other contributors, advertisers or distributors unless 
otherwise stated. 

BScene is wholly owned and published by Jason 
Freeze. All content © 2019 and all rights to distribution 
are reserved by BScene. 

ADVERTISING
BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500 drop 
locations throughout Brantford, Brant and Six Nations 
each month. BScene also publishes unique online 
content throughout each month as well as providing 
the Best Event Guide in the community. We have an 
engaged and dedicated readership who are invested 
in experiencing what our community has to offer. 
For advertising inquiries, please contact:
Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 
jason@bscene.ca 
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BSCENE’s RECYCLING PROGRAM   
The BSCENE paper stays local and supports local endeavours as much as 

possible.  Our publication was printed locally at Ricter Web Printer for years.  

After its closing, we chose McLaren Press Graphics in Gravenhurst, a family 

owned business.  From there, we distribute locally to many businesses and 

organizations within our grand community.  Then at the end of the month, we’ll 

collect any left over papers for recycling.  These papers are recycled through 

a special fundraising program with Sydenham-Heritage United Church and 

Hartmanns Canada.  Hartmann’s is a local egg carton manufacturer located 

in Holmedale that turns the papers into egg cartons, which are sold back to 

you at the store.  The money raised through this fundraising program gets 

sent back to Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used in their Green 

programs for sustainable upgrades.  BSCENE prides itself on supporting local 

whenever we can.

Congrats again to D&D United Martial Arts for another great year at their ICOMA 
championship!
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A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce

A Family Run
&

Locally Owned Business
for Over 25 Years

Brantford’s ONLY
Same Day Service

Mon. - Wed.  9 - 6 | Thurs.  9 - 8 | Fri.  9 - 6 | Sat.  9:30 - 2

10 King George Road
Home Hardware Plaza
Brantford
519-752-5456
www.optichouse.ca

Largest Selection of High Quality Eyewear 
at Reasonable Prices
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Your LOCAL Butcher Shop

403 Fairview Dr.
519-752-3151

www.strodes.ca

Specializing in All your BBQ needs!

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

twitter @YWiele

🔗 roundtablepr.com

Dan Brooks says in many ways, Habitat for 
Humanity Brant-Norfolk “looks no different than it 

did when it started 20 years ago, but in many ways it 
looks completely different.”

The organization’s CEO says in 1999 when they 
started with help from Community Resource Services, 
there were around 230 volunteers to help build their 
first home. Last year there were about 150 volunteers 
that helped that legacy continue.

What’s different now as the organization has grown is 
the number of professionals that have been brought 
on board. “But the mission is the same,” said Brooks. 

Interest free mortgages are taken out at market value 
for the homes and the buyers roll up their sleeves and 
help with the build. Brooks points out the term “sweat 
equity” is no longer used, “because the connotation 
is that there’s a cash value to it and there really isn’t.” 
There’s a commitment on the home owner’s part 
to complete 500 hours of volunteer work toward 
ownership.

There have been 22 actual homes built for families in 
the community, that couldn’t otherwise afford them. 
One of the families moved on and that home was 
resold to another.

Brooks stresses the boards that have guided the 
organization over the years, have helped it grow and 
thrive and he says now they’re about to launch into a 
new era. “The next couple of years are really going to 
be exciting and explosive,” he said. Details are being 
kept under wraps for now, but will be made public 
soon.

Lynda Henriksen, Director of Fund Development 
and Communications, says there are many ways 
to get involved. And you don’t need experience, 
since training is offered through the construction 
committee program. 

People are also needed on site to support the 
builders, by providing lunches and snacks. Groups 
from various businesses can also use the experience 
as a “team building” day or week.

Participants learn new skills, share knowledge and 
a sense of community. For example, Claire who has 
volunteered with Habitat Brant for 18 years works 
mostly customer service, but she’s also driven truck 
and acquired her forklift license. 

Habitat also has opportunities for students and in 
the “The Restore” which is the organization’s social 
enterprise. It sells new and used household items 
including; furniture, doors, windows, building materials 
and more.

Through the kitchen salvage program, they will help 
anyone installing a new kitchen; remove their old one 
for resale in “The Restore” to be repurposed. The 
program is said to have helped divert about 1.2 million 
pounds from area landfills last year and they’re now 
also accepting electronics for recycling. 

Tax receipts are offered for gifts in kind and every 
dollar people invest in Habitat is said to translate to 
four dollars of benefit to the community.

Special event fundraisers include, “Bands for Bricks” in 
the fall featuring musical groups and the Spring House 
Party, which takes place April 6th this year marking 
the twentieth anniversary. “Stone the Radio” and Pynx 
Productions will provide musical entertainment for the 

house party. Tickets are $40.00 each or $300.00 per 
table and it all happens at the Brantford Convention 
Centre on Market Street. There will also be a legacy 
lunch for volunteers and community partners before 
the party.  

Brooks says meantime, judging by the number 
of people spending more than 30 percent on 
accommodation, the housing need has only grown 
over the years. He says there are more than 1500 
people on the social housing waiting list and some 
are waiting between nine and 11 years for affordable 
homes. “That really speaks to the fact that we’re 
probably needed now in the community more than we 
ever have been,” he said.  

Henriksen points out that families who take on Habitat 
homes become more financially stable. “When you 
spend less time worrying about making ends meet, 
you can spend more time making memories with 
family,” she said. 

People are urged to sign up for their newsletter 
through www.habitatbn.org. It fills you in on upcoming 
twentieth anniversary events, including sales at the 
Restores on Morton Avenue in Brantford and on Park 
Road in Simcoe. 

Congratulations and thank you for 20 
#BRANTastic years of service in our 
community! – Jason Freeze
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H A B I T A T  F O R  H U M A N I T Y  B R A N T- N O R F O L K ,  
M A R K I N G  2 0  Y E A R S / 2 2  B U I L D S

NEED FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING IS EVEN GREATER TODAY
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LIFESTYLE
THE 51ST

ANNUAL

SHOW

BRANTFORD

APRIL 12-14, 2019
Brantford Civic Centre
79 Market St. S.

Presented by
Jenkins Show Productions.

SHOW HOURS 
Friday 3pm-8pm

Saturday 11am-5pm
Sunday 11am-5pm

ADMISSION: 
$5 per adult

(Free admission with pass below) 
Children under 12 are free!

Under new management! 

 Come see the revitalized 

show for 2019!

LIVE BIRDS OF PREY
Kids and adults alike will love the 
live birds of prey presentations by 
the Canadian Raptor Conservancy!  
Eagles, owls, hawks and more!

(Saturday & Sunday only)

Enter to win 
$1000 CASH!

FREE FAMILY & FRIENDS PASS

Save time & money on just about  
everything for your home! 

Bring this to the show with you and receive 
free entry for up to 4 adults!  

A terrific family outing!
Invite your friends and neighbours, it’s your treat!

DISCOVER WHAT’S NEW FOR 2019!
We have a packed show for you, full of  

local companies specializing in  
kitchens & bathrooms, garage doors, Vin 
Bon, basement repair, HVAC, windows 
& doors, roofing, decking, sunrooms, 

Costco, painting, storage units, financial 
institutes, and so much more!

LIVE STEEL DRUM MUSIC 
Get in to the rhythm of the islands!

GRAND opening Friday 3pm, Seniors are FREE on Friday!

Seniors are FREE on Friday! 
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   19 Holiday Dr. Brantford      Call: 519-753-6002    
         www.myrasbarandgrill.com 

Easter Sunday Brunch April 21, 2019 
10:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. (Reservation required) 

 KIDS ENJOY A VISIT FROM THE EASTER BUNNY! 
EASTER DINNER BUFFET 5p.m. until 8p.m. 

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
Brantford

519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

·  Burgers & Fries
·  Wings
·  Poutine
·  Wraps
Goo’s Delivers

JASON FREEZE

twitter  @Jason Freeze

facebook   jason.freeze

🔗    BScene.ca

Situated inside the well known Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre, Myra’s 
Bar & Grill serves not only hotel guests, but also serves up some delicious food for local 
events, meetings, and the general public looking to enjoy some all-around good food. 

Previously known as Kirby’s, Myra’s Bar & Grill still serves up the same great food. A few 
years back there was a name change as the owners wanted to honour the birth of their 
daughter. But even though the name had changed, they’re still offering their locally famous 
buffet and tasty foods just as before. 

For the last three years, chef Jason 
Canham has been heading up the 
kitchen as Myra’s Executive Chef. Plus, 
he has another four years under his 
belt as Sous Chef before that. And in 
total, he’s been a Red Seal Chef for 19 
years now. His experience and skill in 
the kitchen helps make sure that your 
wedding, special event or lunch buffet 
turns out to be a delicious occasion. 

Chef Jason had a passion for cooking pretty well all his life. He lived in a fast-paced family 
going from one sports game to another. Which meant that they had to make quick meals like 
mac & cheese a lot. But after awhile he got tired of the same thing all the time and decided 
to start experimenting. And from there his passion and skill started to grow. Nowadays, one 
of chef Jason’s favourite things to make is a great steak. He also enjoys creating soups and 
other specialties, especially for events like the St. Leonard’s Soup Challenge that happens 
every February. 

As with all important things, it’s not just one person that makes everything great. It’s also 
about the team. “We’ve got a great team here. It’s a fun, competitive kitchen,” said chef 
Jason. Regularly they like having in house competitions to create specialty items. This 
will happen specifically for the Soup Challenge, but they’ll also compete with chilis and 
burgers too. Recently, Myra’s won the People’s Choice Award at the Soup Challenge with a 

delectable soup created by Stephen Slater. 

All this team work and competitive inspiration comes out in their regular food too. They 
have lots of variety that’s sure to get your taste buds going. Prepared fresh every day, Myra’s 
always serves their lunch buffet from Tuesday to Friday and has their regular menu from 5 to 
830pm. And every day they have specials going like Family Tuesday and Wing Wednesdays. 
Plus, every Sunday they offer their famous Sunday Brunches. 

Myra’s also holds special buffets and services for many of the big events throughout the 
year. Coming up in April will be their much-anticipated Easter Brunch. Every year they get 
about 500 guests coming to enjoy their food and of course to see the Easter Bunny! The 
Easter Bunny has been coming for about 20 years now and is always a big hit with the kids. 
The Easter Brunch this year will be on Sunday, April 21st. If you can’t make it out to their 
Brunch, you can always come by for their special Easter Dinner as well. 

As Spring keeps bringing warmer weather, Myra’s is looking forward to a little ‘Spring 
cleaning’ of their menu. Every half year or so they like to keep things fresh and give their 
menu and little update or to switch out a few seasonal options. They’re also looking forward 
to opening up their patio and getting ready for wedding season too. Plus, Mother’s Day is 
just next month, so stay tuned for their special Mother’s Day Brunch as well. 

With so much going on and so much great food to offer, there’s always something great to 
taste at Myra’s. So head on over to the Best Western at 19 Holiday Drive and enjoy tasting 
the food at Myra’s Bar & Grill for your next event, meeting or night out with the family. 

 🔗   myrasbarandgrill.com

 facebook instagram myrasbarandgrill

 ,  19 Holiday Dr., Brantford

   519.753.6002 

FOOD SCENEBSCENE
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Sally & Wayne
�  647-471-6625     �  Brantacct@gmail.com

CPA with 20+ years experience
for ALL your accounting needs

  Income Tax - T1 & T2 Returns (incl. senior & students)
  Bookkeeping On/Off Site (small to medium business)
  Payroll
  Financial Statements & Government Reports
  Forensic

Pickup & Delivery  |  Dependable  |  Very Reasonable Rates

🔗   brantfordmusicclub.ca

If you enjoy upbeat Celtic music, then you shouldn’t 
miss the Canadian Celtic Choir at The Sanderson 

Centre on the evening of Tuesday, April 30th.  The 
Choir, in its 23rd season, is made up of more than 50 
voices and is heard widely throughout Southwestern 
Ontario.  The Choir has won many awards including 
Best Classical Vocal Group (2008, 2009, 2010) in the 
London Music Awards and the Most Popular Classical 
Choir (2015).  The CCC was inducted into the London 
Music Awards Hall of Fame in 2010.

Now back to the concert… You will hear songs, 
ranging from traditional to contemporary, from Ireland, 
Scotland, England, Wales and our own Canadian 
Maritimes.  To add to the enjoyment, the singers will 
be joined by Canadian & US National Fiddle Champion 
Shane Cook and by Guitarist and 5-time Canadian 
Open Step Dance Champion Kyle Waymouth!  Talk 
about getting your toes tapping!

This is the 4th concert in the Canadian Artists Series 
presented by the Brantford Music Club.

Showtime is 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 30th.  

Tickets are available through the Sanderson Centre 
Box Office at 519-758-8090 or online at www.
sandersoncentre.ca!  

2019
SENIOR

RESOURCE FAIR
Wed. May 8

10 am - 3 pm
Brantford & District Civic Centre

79 Market St. S. Brantford

BRANTFORD CHAPTER 17

CLAP YOUR HANDS AND TAP YOUR TOES TO THE 
MUSIC OF THE CANADIAN CELTIC CHOIR!
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For a young musician these days there seems to be a plethora of things 
you need in order get the attention of a listener. You can put in your 

10,000 hours, you can buy fancy gear and drape yourself in fancy clothes, 
but all of that becomes transparent if you don’t have heart. In order to stand 
out you need to have that special drive that comes from singing because 
you simply have no other choice. This is a trait that Leb definitely brings to 
the stage.

Starting out when he was just 11 years old, Leb has made music his driving 
force. Being exposed to music through churches and influential people 
throughout his childhood, it became his way of expressing himself through 
good and bad times. Growing up without a father and making some long-
distance moves could be enough to knock some of us down for good, but 
music became not only a passion and therapy but also a way to bond with his 
brother. The two began collaborating at an early age and went on to form a 
few bands throughout high school. 

During those troublesome teenage years Leb found himself in and out 
of trouble but during his 16th year he found some light. Unfortunate 
circumstances are what brought him back to Northern Ontario that year, 
however that trip proved to be life changing. It was there he had the chance 
to experience live music for the first time. While visiting with cousins and 
family after a funeral Leb was taken to a three-day Jamboree. Not only did 
he get to experience the magical feeling that only live music can give you, 
he also was able to perform the songs he had worked so hard to learn, both 
covers and original, for friends and family for the first time. 

“It was really just a way for me to express myself and feel like I was 
connecting with other people. As much as I’ve always been fairly 
enthusiastic there was part of me that was searching or hurt. I was looking 
for something. So my music became the way I not only expressed myself 
and my hardship, but also the way I could connect with other people. It was 

the way I socialized.”

There was no stopping Leb after that. Throughout high school he played in 
numerous bands and musicals, as well as a guitar ensemble. Anywhere he 
could play he would. He also went on to plan a number of events including 
assisting with the organization of musicians at Brantford’s The Station 
Coffee House. Event planning is still a passion of his that he continues with 
at a variety of venues throughout the city.

Leb spoke passionately of his time in the punk band Paper Beats Scissors. 
It was here that he learned how to accept criticism and felt he really began 
to grow as a musician which he gives credit to his band member at the time 
Dave Howard for providing. 

“Being a young musician I’m sure I hurt many years before someone had told 
me you know…maybe you could improve in this way, or maybe don’t be so 
loud, or you’re flat here. I had to step outside of myself and realize there is 
so much more I can improve on. It was more for my heart that I was playing 
music it wasn’t because I was the best. As much as I thought I was good in 
my head I maybe just let it get to my head when I was young. I was playing 
with a bunch of really talented musicians, I was just the guy who was in it 
with his heart.”

“It was really a growing experience for me to throw myself in with other 
musicians that were better than me,” Leb said.

Leb continues to bring that drive and heart to the stage in his solo 
performances as well as with a backing band. He has also released a video 
for his single ‘Please Smile’ which can be found on both his Facebook page 
and Youtube. Get out and check out Leb and Co. on April 20th at Two Doors 
Down. 

facebook  lebmusicofficial

MUSIC SCENEBSCENE

LEB
HEIDI HOPF

facebook  HeidiHopfJournalism
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TRIP’S AUTO – CONTESTS! 

For this month’s article, we thought we 
would change things up a little bit and 

talk about a new and exciting contest we 
have launched! 

We at Trip’s Auto understand the love 
we often feel for our vehicles and we are 
excited to make owning a vehicle fun.  To 
those that have entered our previous 
contests, we invite you to participate again 
and again.  Yes, we can help get you into and 
finance your own late model, pre-owned 
vehicle!  But we want to be part of making 
car ownership fun for you and your family. 

This month, we launched ‘The Great 
Southern Ontario Road Trip Get Away’ 
contest! The contest closes on June 5, 
2019. 

To enter the contest, visit 

www.tripsautocontests.ca 

& submit your road trip destination story 
and images for your chance to win!

First: Upload your photo.  No registration 
necessary.  Each image tells a different 

story, so upload images separately.

Then: Like Trip’s Auto Facebook page in the 
sidebar.

Finally: Share your photo(s) with friends and 
family and get them to vote!

Prizes are as follows: 

First Prize

$50.00 Tim Horton’s Coffee Card

Road Trip’s Cooler filled with Road Trip 
Treats

2 Nights Stay at Deerhurst Inn

Trip’s RoadTrip Adventure Booklet

Second and Third Prize

2 x Road Trip’s Cooler filled with Road 
Trip Treats with Trip’s RoadTrip Adventure 

Booklet.

So go ahead, like us on Facebook, and enter 
this exciting contest today! 

As always, please feel free to reach out to 
our friendly team with any questions at  
519-752-CARS (2277) or come visit us on 
50 King George Rd. today!

Trip’s Auto Inc.
50 King George Rd. Brantford

tripsauto.ca
519.752.2277

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm / Sat. 9am-5pm

COMMON MISTAKES AND 
MYTHS ABOUT VACATION

I t’s vacation planning season again!  I am 
getting lots of questions on how to manage 

vacation time, so here are the more common 
mistakes and myths that I come across.

The Employment Standards Act (ESA) has 
separate provisions for Vacation Time and 
Vacation Pay, and they are separate entities 
even though in most cases employees receive 
them both at the same time.  Employees can 
request to have their vacation pay paid out 
separately but should sign an acknowledgement 
that they understand they still have to take their 
vacation time off unpaid.

Vacation is not a "use it or lose it" benefit, it is 
protected under the ESA and can’t be taken 
away from an employee once it is earned. An 
employee may “lose” accrued vacation time if 
they quit/resign/are fired from a job before using 
their entitlement, but not the accrued vacation 
pay. 

Vacation pay is earned on all wages including 
commissions, overtime and public holiday 
pay. This calculation may result in an employee 
earning more vacation pay than is needed for 
their time off. In such cases the extra vacation 
pay is owed to the employee and can be paid 
either at the time of the vacation or at another 
agreed-upon time (i.e. Christmas). 

If the employee has used their paid vacation, 
and then quits or is dismissed from 
employment, the employer is required to pay out 
any vacation pay that has accrued between the 
vacation time off and the end of employment.  

Employers can stipulate in the vacation policy 
that unused vacation can be carried over to the 
next year and must be used by XX date (i.e. April 
1) and if not, then the employee will be “sent’ 

on vacation at a time that is satisfactory to the 
employer.  

The “Must take within 10-month rule” applies to 
the Employer, not the worker and protects the 
employee’s right to take their vacation.  If the 
employer has not allowed the worker to take 
their vacation within the 10-month period, the 
worker can appeal to the Ministry of Labour 
(MOL). Some limited exceptions can occur 
where there are seasonal or operational needs, 
but these are rare. It is also important to note 
that section 41 of the ESA states that the 
employee is not permitted to not take vacation 
time unless they get written approval from the 
Director of the MOL.

Call us today for help with your Vacation Policy!

If your business needs help on these or 
other Human Resources issues, please reach 
out to us for a free half-hour consultation! 

 Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254

kissingerhrservices.com

TAKING GOOD VIDEO

This month I am going to give you some tips 
on taking good video with your phone. As 

we have been discussing taking pictures, these 
past few months, some of the concepts for 
video taking are the same. 

Most importantly make sure your camera 
lens is clean.

Following are some simple tips to help you take 
video with your phone:

1. Orientation: Take your video with your 
phone horizontal. This will allow the 
video to display properly on a monitor or 
television. 

2. Use both Hands: To keep your phone 
steady use both hands when shooting your 
video. For further stability keep your elbows 
tight to your body. This will help keep the 
sudden jolts from quick movements of the 
phone to a minimum while shooting your 
video.

3. Light: Be aware of the lighting when 
shooting video it can be a friend or an 
enemy. If you want to shoot better video, 
you need to know how to work with the 
available light and use it to your advantage. 
When outdoors, try and find a position 
where the sun is evenly lighting the scene 
you want to record. If some parts of the 
shot are looking too bright or too dark, 
change your position to find another angle 
which allows you to achieve the shot so 
you have the light working for you not 
against you.

4. Focus and Exposure:  Most of the newer 
smartphone apps will allow you to activate 

the AE /AF Lock function (Auto Exposure/
Auto Focus) by pressing and holding 
the screen. The auto exposure lock is 
useful if you are panning an indoor scene 
with windows because you do not want 
the smartphone to keep changing the 
exposure while you are filming. The auto 
focus lock is useful when you want to 
get close to an object and you want the 
camera to focus on a particular area.

If you have any other questions about how the 
video app works on your smartphone we would 
be happy to answer them at CPR Cell Phone 
Repair.

 185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford

519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

HUMAN RESOURCES

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

KATHRYN KISSINGER

STEVE & LORRAINE 
GARNHAM

GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!

BScene is proud to offer advice from local experts for issues important to you. The advice provided is that of the participant and is not endorsed, nor does it necessarily reflect the opinion of BScene.

CREDIT TIPS

Enterprise Brant is a business lender.  Our 

lending decisions are based on the planning 

and projections for the business.  We check 

personal credit as part of the lending process.  

Frequently personal credit blemishes have 

resulted from the challenges that typically affect 

entrepreneurs as well as individuals with the 

busy lifestyles of today.  Here are some tips and 

tricks for keeping your credit clean:

1. Pay all bills by the due date

With some creditors you will be reported even 

if you are one day late in making a minimum 

payment.  Budget your spending wherever 

possible so that you are not late making 

payments.

2. Have a filing place for all bills

If you put your bills in a consistent place they are 

easy to refer to and you won’t be searching for 

an unpaid bill when you receive a late notice. It is 

also advisable to have a filing place for paid bills.

3. Check your bills weekly

You can preset a payment date with your on 

line banking.  You can also review your online 

payments to ensure there are no gaps and 

that you did not miss a bill payment.   Online 

banking allows you to see when you last made a 

payment to a creditor.

4. Follow up on disputes

You can check your own credit to see if you 

have been reported by a creditor for late or 

non-payment.  If you have been reported and it 

was a dispute you may want to report this when 

making a credit application.  If it is a dispute 

where the problem has been corrected then you 

can request a letter from the creditor and try to 

have it removed from your credit reporting.  

5. If you are unable to pay your bill contact 
the creditor

You should advise your creditor immediately 

once you become aware that you are unable 

to meet payment terms.  Seek an arrangement 

that you know will work at your end and will be 

acceptable to your creditor.  Follow through 

and make sure you meet the new payment 

arrangement. 

Enterprise Brant
330 West Street , Unit 10
Brantford, ON N3R 7V5

519.752.4636
enterprisebrant.com

communications@enterprisebrant.com

Office hours: 8:30 to 4:30, M-F

BUSINESS SERVICES

CYNTHIA SWANSON, CPA CGA

CAR BUYING

ZSOLT RACZ
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EDUCATION

BUILD BETTER 
ATTENTION SKILLS!

Attention skills are important both in and out of 
the classroom. Staying on topic for a sustained 

period of time isn’t always easy! Luckily, attention 
skills can be learned and developed, even with ADD/
ADHD.

We are a society of instant gratification. When 
things do not come easily such as learning 
challenging subjects, students can lose interest and 
motivation to focus and therefore begin to exhibit 
ADD-like behaviours. Technology such as video 
games, instant messaging, texting, and email can 
also contribute to shorter attention spans.

Not all children with inability to focus have true ADD. 
Children can display behaviours that are similar to 
ADD/ADHD simply because they have not been 
taught how to pay attention.

FUN FACT

Metacognitive Awareness is the term for 
becoming aware of what the mind is doing, 
and is a skill everyone can learn.

Many times, teaching attention skills that help 
children learn to focus can reduce, or even 
eliminate, ADD-like behaviours and improve the 
ability to focus on a single task for an extended 
period of time.

Often medication is needed to properly manage 
the symptoms of ADD/ADHD, but classroom and 
at-home strategies can help give families tools that 
help them feel in charge and not completely reliant 
on a prescription to help them cope.

Tips to Start Building Attention Skills

• Work systematically: use a numbering 
system for all tasks and follow the order.

• Practice building attention skills by 
solving puzzles and playing board 
games.

• Learn to recognize and refocus when 
attention drifts. This takes practice!

• Use a timer and practice staying on task 
for longer periods each time.

At Oxford Learning, attention skills are an integral 
part of every student’s program. We help every 
student develop self-awareness, strengthen on-
task skills, and learn to recognize when attention 
drifts.  All of our programs help students build 
thinking and learning skills, as well as planning and 
organizational abilities.

Contact us for more information!

All Ages.  All Grades.  All Subjects.

1084 Rest Acres Road
Paris, ON N3L 0B5

519.209.8099
oxfordlearning.com

paris@oxfordlearning.com

TIFFANY WRIGHT

STAIN SEASON: WHEN IS 
THE RIGHT  TIME?

Every year around this time, the sun starts 
shining more consistently, the temperatures 

begin to increase, and we start to gain hope 
that we have triumphed over another long, 
vicious winter. Now that spring is here, people 
automatically assume it is Stain Season. 
Unfortunately, it is too early to stain outside.

Three important reasons why it’s not the right 
time to stain outside

1. All exterior wood is cold and wet. As 
the snow melts, it soaks the wood and 
makes it waterlogged. Even a couple days 
of “warmer” weather is not enough to 
thoroughly dry out wood.

2. Overnight temperatures plummet far below 
what is acceptable to apply stain. We need 
to reach 10ºC/50ºF overnight before we 
begin to consider applying stain outside.

3. Day-to-day temperatures fluctuate. This 
creates insufficient time for stains to truly 
setup properly. Rain can appear out of 
nowhere and spoil a beautiful day, let alone a 
beautiful stain job. Mother Nature trumps all!

So, when is Stain Season?

The rule of thumb is usually around the May long 
weekend. Historically, that is when day-to-day 
temperatures start to become consistent, when 
overnight temperatures warm up, and when rain 
tends to “dry up”. When these conditions are 
met, your Stain Experts at The Colour Shoppe 
have all your stain solutions and are prepared 
to help guide you through your project. We 
carry quality brand names such as Sansin, 
Sikkens, ReadySeal, Enduradeck, and MF. We 
stock stains for decks, fences, siding, railings, 
board & batten, playgrounds, furniture, pergolas, 
wheelchair ramps, and so much more! We carry 
semi-transparent stains to help highlight the 
beauty of your wood, solid stains to cover up the 
unsightly discolouration of your wood, and anti-

slip products to keep safety your number one 
priority. We also carry all the tools and products 
necessary to take your stain project from start to 
finish.

Don’t fall victim to using water-based stains that 
larger stores like to sell. Remember, quality over 
economy. Buying quality products allows you to 
enjoy your summers to do what you want to do. 
Buying cheaper products now, including water-
based stains, means more frequent maintenance. 
Pay now…or pay later. Come see our many 
in-store displays where we can show you what 
quality looks like and how quality lasts!

Our goal is to save you time and money with our 
expert advice and superior products to help you 
get the job done right the first time at Brantford’s 
LARGEST Paint & Stain Store!.

The Colour Shoppe Inc.

41 Morton Ave. East
519.753.3406

colourshoppeinc.com

HOME

CHRIS SCHMIDT

HILARY WRATHALL

🔗   hilarywrathall.com

envelope  hilary@peakalliance.ca

What kind of stool is most likely to keep you from 
toppling over when you sit on it? Of course, 

two-legged stools won’t even stand on their own. 
Three-legged stools are okay, but still unstable. Four-
legged stools are rock solid.

What does that have to do with shopping for a new 
home?

Well, if you want to find the right home quickly and for 
the best price, you need to have four things in place 
– the four legs of the stool. They will help ensure the 
experience goes smoothly.

The first leg is your wish list. You need to have 
a clear picture of the type of home you want. A 
bungalow or two stories? How many bedrooms? A 
large deck? Don’t forget about what’s in the area. 
Need to be close to major highways for ease of 
commuting? Need good schools and playgrounds 
within walking distance?

The second leg is a pre-approved mortgage. 
Getting the financing handled upfront takes the 
guesswork out of what you can afford. Sellers and 
their REALTORS® are more likely to take any offers 
you make more seriously too.

The third leg is realistic expectations. Of homes 
that sell, 99% sell at or near their current market 
values. That doesn’t mean you can’t find a good 
deal. It does mean you’re unlikely to find a “steal.” 
Fortunately, there are likely several wonderful 
properties available within your price range.

The final leg of the stool is a great REALTOR®. 
Choosing the right real estate professional is crucial 
to making your home shopping experience less 
stressful and more productive.

So when you’re hunting for a new home, make sure 
you start with a stable “four-legged stool.” It will 
dramatically increase your chances of finding a 
home that fits your needs and budget.

You can give me a call at 519-774-1279 or send 
me an email at hilary@peakalliance.ca for a 
private consultation. 

Hilary Wrathall
Sales Representative

�   Direct  519.774.1279
�   Office  519.442.3100

�   hilary@peakalliance.ca
�   hilarywrathall.com

/HilaryWrathallSRESRealtor

36 Grand River St. N. Paris

HOME SHOPPING AND THE FOUR LEGGED STOOL 
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NOVA VITA CELEBRATES INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY
Mar 6, 2019 • Brantford Golf & Country Club • D Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK AT MARCH THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS
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JAIME JAGT

facebook The-Shop-At-Sweetwater

The birds are chirping, the flowers are budding 
and that fresh earth smell is all around. Featuring 

handmade pieces from over 30 carefully curated 
artists, The Shop at Sweetwater is quickly becoming 
a must-see destination for lovers of everything 
handmade. Nestled between the farm fields of Norfolk 
County, The Shop is happy to offer you a wide selection 
of pieces for your home, kitchen, family, as well as items 
that are just for you! 

Have a little one in your life or a new addition coming 
to your family? Bugalugs Handmade creates modern 
clothes and accessories from eco-friendly fabrics right 
here in Brantford! With a recent business change The 
Shop at Sweetwater has become the exclusive retailer 
of this amazing brand and to celebrate we’re hosting a 
Bugalug Pop Up! Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
for all the details as they unfold. 

If your little one has four legs and lots of fur, then this 
next artist is for you! Most of you know Woodway 
Workings for her gorgeous seasonal decorations, 
clever doormats and sought-after pillow cases, but 
starting this Spring you’ll be able to find her pet items at 
The Shop as well! Made in Simcoe, Woodway Workings 

combines old techniques with new technology to 
make products with a lasting quality like no other. Be 
sure to come and grab a fresh pillow case and dog 
bandana to match! (Aww, so cute!)

As we turn the page on the calendar, April brings 
with it Earth Day and all the spring clean up events. 
Here at The Shop, we will be participating in a local 
community clean up and encourage you to take 
some time to do the same! After all, this is the only 
Earth we’ve got.

Don’t forget to check out our new hours below! 
As always, we’re also happy to be available by 
appointment, too.

SUNDAY: 10-6 •  MONDAY: closed

TUESDAY: closed •  WEDNESDAY: 10-6

THURSDAY: 10-6 •  FRIDAY: 10-6

SATURDAY: 10-6.

The Shop at Sweetwater

3255 Cockshutt Road
Scotland, Ontario

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for our 
Feature Artists at the Shop segments!

Hello, Spring! Time for 
Warm Weather and Pop 
Ups at The Shop

CATHERINE JELLY-FERRAR

🔗 ourkitchenbrantford.ca 

facebook OurKitchenBrantford 

instagram ourkitchenbrantford 

The passion that lies behind the “Our Kitchen 

Brantford” philosophy is the desire to get back to 

basics.  We provide a safe environment for our clients 

to create natural and healthy foods.  We also believe 

it’s vital to keep our customers current on changes to 

the industry.  Changes in legislation can be difficult to 

keep up with but it is imperative that we all comply. 

One such change is currently in progress.  Rules and 

regulations surrounding Canadian nutrition labels are 

being revised and can affect where food for public 

consumption can be sold.  Some business owners 

who once sold in other provinces are no longer able 

to do so with their current labelling information.  

Nutrition labels also determine what type of venues 

you are allowed to sell your products in. 

As a member of “Our Kitchen Brantford” we can 

assist you in finding the help you need to stay 

compliant.  For example, we can offer you access to 

a company that will use your nutritional information 

to send back exactly what is to be included on your 

labels.  This can save you a great deal of stress and 

time spent trying to figure it out on your own. 

We want to see all of our members rise to success 

and fulfill their dreams.  By being there to assist 

wherever we can, we know that the road travelled will 

be much easier.  Come and join our community and 

let our kitchen feel like home!

20 Roy Blvd. Unit #34 Brantford
�  519-757-6527

�   OurKitchenBrantford.ca
�   OurKitchenBrantford
�   ourkitchenbrantford

�   info@ourkitchenbrantford.ca
Sign Up for Membership

NUTRITION LABEL REQUIREMENTS ARE CHANGING
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ALYSSA BETTLES,  
KATIE WRIGHT &  
VICTORIA LOUGHEED 
SKiP Laurier Students

twitter @goskip

facebook SKIPBrantford

instagram @skipbrantford

🔗  goskip.org

We are so excited to tell you about this month's Road to BURST 
contest. April is the month of Spring Training Daze with SKIP. 

Spring training for what? The BURST colour run of course!

Throughout April, there will be weekly training scheduled for 
students participating in the program. Each week, there will be 
goals set and prizes to win to get you ready to run. The best part 
about Spring Training Daze is that the team with the most registered 
participants by the end of April will have their very own mini-BURST 
celebration.

The BURST colour run is coming up fast and tickets are on sale 
NOW!!  Registration and Ticket Prices:

All prices include an ID package, white t-shirt with BURST logo, and 
awesome swag.

Seniors 60+/ Students Participants (JK-Post Sec): $25 Adult 

Participants 
18+: $35

General 
Admission - 
Spectators: $ 5

Team: 
$32.50/each 
(Discounted 
pricing for 
Teams 4+)

 SKIP would also 
like to announce 
the winner of 
the Selfie with a 
Senior contest from February. Congratulations to Diane Henrique’s 
class at Walpole North school in  Hagersville. They took a large 
group selfie during their visit at the Senior Support Services Centre, 
gaining the most likes out of the submissions.

Check out our website   www.goskip.org  to get more information on 
our contests. Like us on Facebook  @SKIPBrantford

Follow us on Instagram  @skipbrantford

Upcoming contests include:

May  - Mother’s Day Poetry June  - Father’s Day Tie Making

SKiP'S ROAD TO BURST CONTINUES

 
 
 
 
 

PARIS FAIRGROUNDS
10 am – 3 pm

May 4th
Hand-Made Only EXPO!

www.multivendorexpo.com

Free

Admission
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APRIL 
2019

Visit bscene.ca for more event information. 
Submit your events online using our convenient 
submission form! Closing date for next edition: APR. 20
Email cancellations and changes to events@bscene.ca

BSCENE
PULL-OUT
EVENT GUIDE

BSCENE
PUZZLES

SUDOKU
How To Play:
Complete the grid so each column, row and 3 X 3 box 
(with bold borders) contains every number 1 to 9.

Difficulty Level : 1

Used with permission from 
http://en.top-sudoku.com

For solution see page 15

YOUR GUIDE TO 
189 EVENTS IN 
BRANTFORD, BRANT
AND SIX NATIONS.

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

ONGOING EVENTS

APRIL 1 - 19 •  Ethereal Artistic Works by Fraser Radford at Laurier’s 
Yellow Brick Wall

Wilfrid Laurier University (Brantford Campus - Yellow 
Brick Wall)

8:00 AM The Arts

MON. APRIL 1 - JUNE 24 EXCL. APRIL 22  • Sports Zone (ages 5 - 12) Major Ballachey Public School - gym 06:00 PM Sports

April 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29  • Free Trivia Buck’s Tavern 07:00 PM Entertainment

April 1 - June 24  • Trivia Mondays at Gametime Gametime Eatery and Entertainment 07:29 PM Entertainment

April 2 - June 25  • Brantford Fly Tyers Brant Rod & Gun Club 06:00 PM Education

April 2 - June 25  • Kids Club! (ages 5 - 12) Major Ballachey public School - Hub Room A & B 06:00 PM Community

April 2 - June 25  • Tuesday Night Knitters County of Brant Public Library (Scotland-Oakland) 06:30 PM Community

April 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30  • Free Amateur Poker Club Manny’s Place 07:00 PM Entertainment

April 3, 10, 17 & 24  • FREE Mindfulness Meditation Modo Yoga Brantford 06:00 PM Sports

April 3 - Dec. 18  • Casual Knit & Chat County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:30 PM Community

 April 3 - June 26  • Catch The Ace Weekly Raffle Brant Rod & Gun Club 07:00 PM Community

April 3, 10, 17 & 24  • Free Amateur Poker Club Buck’s Tavern 07:00 PM Entertainment

April 4 - June 27  • Fish & Chips Knights Hall 04:00 PM Community

April 4 - May 30  • Family Gym Time! Major Ballachey Public School - gym 06:15 PM Sports

April 4, 11, 18 & 25  • Free Amateur Poker Club Sammy’s Creamery 07:00 PM Entertainment

April 4, 11, 18 & 25  • Karaoke with Brad Brantford Polish Hall 07:00 PM Entertainment

April 5 - June 28 (excl. April 19)  • Dungeons & Dragons Drop-in (for high 
school students only)

County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 03:30 PM Entertainment

April 5 - June 28 (excl. April 19)  • Freestyle Fridays! Major Ballachey Public School (hub Room A & B 06:00 PM Entertainment

April 5 - June 28 (excl. April 19)  • Line Dancing Lessons Bellview Community Hall 06:30 PM Entertainment

April 7, 14, 21 & 28  • Sunday Night Social Singles Dance Brantford Polish Hall 07:00 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, APRIL 2  2019

Blood Donor Clinic Brantford and District Civic Centre 03:10 PM Community

Bees & Beekeeping County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 06:30 PM Education

Boot Camp
Brantwood Community Services, entrance #1, physical 
management rm.

07:00 PM Sports

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3  2019

Chair Dance
Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1, physical 
management rm.

9:30 AM Sports

On The Wall Aquafit (Wed. April 3 - 24) Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1 01:00 PM Sports

Games Night - Bridge Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1 06:00 PM Entertainment

STEAM (Science + Technology + ART + Math) 8 wk. classes April 3 - May 
22

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 06:00 PM Education

Comedy Night Fundraiser (Rplaces Transition Centre) Brantford and District Civic Centre 06:30 PM Entertainment

Ladies Night Out, An Evening in Paris (supporting Women’s Health at 
Brant Community Healthcare System

Paris Fairgrounds, Exhibition Hall 07:00 PM Community

Local History Roadshow Brant OGS Resource Centre (Smokey Hollow) 07:00 PM Education

THURSDAY, APRIL 4  2019

Low Impact Aquafit (Thurs. April 4 - 25) Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1 10:00 AM Sports

Brantford: Our Immigrant Stories
Wilfrid Laurier University - Brantford Campus - RCW 
Lobby

02:30 PM Education

What’s Your Plan Job Fair North Park Collegiate-Vocational School 05:30 PM Education

The Wife (Brantford Film Group) Galaxy Cinemas Brantford 07:00 PM Entertainment

Chris Strei & The Dirt Road Travelers Brando’s Beach House 09:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, APRIL 5  2019

11th Annual Putt for Me Mini Putt Tournament (MS Society Grand Erie 
Chapter & Participation Support Services)

Brant Mutual Insurance Company 8:00 AM Community

Chocolate Easter Bunnies (Brantford Lions Club) Brantford Farmers Market 9:00 AM Community

Chair Yoga Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1 10:30 AM Sports

Fish & Chips Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion) 05:00 PM Community

First Friday Grace Gallery 05:30 PM The Arts

Garry Munn Knights Hall 06:30 PM Entertainment

Highway 24 - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall (Lounge) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Raising the Roof (Brant Men of Song) Fairview United Church 07:00 PM Entertainment

Burs of a Feather (ICHTHYS Theatre Productions) St. Mary’s Parish Hall 07:30 PM The Arts

Lennie & his band - Jeremy Gallant & Patricia Richard in Concert Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 07:30 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live featuring Fiction Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, APRIL 6  2019

South Brant Youth Darts Fundraiser Tournament Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion) Community

Chocolate Easter Bunnies (Brantford Lions Club) Brantford Farmers Market 7:00 AM Community

Craft/Vendor Show Knights Hall 9:00 AM Community

Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters (OFAH) Zone J Annual Gener-
al Meeting & Executive Election

Brant Rod & Gun Club 9:00 AM Education

Tips, Tricks & Techniques (genealogy) Brant OGS Resource Centre 9:30 AM Education

Blood Donor Clinic Branlyn Community Centre 9:40 AM Community

Spring Try Outs at ClayWorks Studio ClayWorks Studio 12:00 PM The Arts

Maker Day! (Eagle Place Community Association) Doug Snooks Eagle Place Community Centre 1:00PM Community

Acoustic Cafe - Don Norry Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Ducks Unlimited Canada - Brantford Annual Fundraising Banquet Brantford Golf & Country Club 05:30 PM Community

Jeff Harding Paris Surf 07:00 PM Entertainment

Burs of a Feather (ICHTHYS Theatre Production) St. Mary’s Parish Hall 07:30 PM The Arts
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Voice Over Services  
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

●
●
●
●

Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com

yvonne@roundtablepr.com

Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network

of Engaged Community Members

Jason Freeze
jason@bscene.ca     226.802.2299

HOME INSPECTIONS • NEW HOME WARRANTY 
INFRARED • WETT CERTIFIED • RADON INSPECTIONS 

519.754.6789    CherryHomeInspections.ca

4000 houses in  15 years and counting!

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

SATURDAY, APRIL 6  2019  cont'd

Gatorville the Play, a Comedy St. Paul’s United Church, Paris 07:30 PM Entertainment

Last Night of the Proms (Grand River Chorus) St. Basil’s R.C. Church 08:00 PM Entertainment

Saturday Night Live featuring DJ Tripp D Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, APRIL 7  2019

Charity Breakfast for the Brantford Dialysis Unit Knights Hall 9:00 AM Community

Garden Mosaics with Heather Vollans Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM Education

Spring Open House Chartwell Tranquility Place 01:00 PM Community

Burs of a Feather (ICHTHYS Theatre Production) St. Mary’s Parish Hall 02:00 PM The Arts

Blues for Soldiers Sunday - Jim Dan Dee Band Brant Artillery Gunners Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

Gatorville the Play, a Comedy St. Paul’s United Church, Paris 02:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, APRIL 8  2019

Watercolour Painting with Chelo Sebastian (Mon. April 8 - June 3 excl. 
May 20, adults)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM Education

BRAVA’s 4th Annual Flag Raising Brantford City Hall 12:00 PM Community

Watercolour Painting with Chelo Sebastian (Mon. April 8 - June 3 excl. 
May 20, adults)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 01:00 PM Education

Beginner’s Acrylic with Linda Blakney (adults, Mon. April 8 - June 3 excl. 
May 20)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 06:30 PM Education

TUESDAY, APRIL 9  2019

Lenten Recital Farringdon Independent Church 11:15 AM Community

Boot Camp
Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1, physical 
management rm.

07:00 PM Sports

Chicken Basics County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 07:00 PM Education

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10  2019

Chair Dance
Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1, physical 
management rm.

9:30 AM Sports

Spring Try Outs at ClayWorks Studio ClayWorks Studio 01:00 PM The Arts

Games Night - BINGO Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1 06:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, APRIL 11  2019

Cannabis and the Workplace Hampton Inn & Suites 8:00 AM Education

Education Event Brantford “Emerging Therapies” (MS Society Grand Erie 
Chapter)

Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 05:30 PM Education

Relief Printmaking II with Aliki Mikulich (adults, Thurs. April 11 - May 2) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 07:00 PM Education

FRIDAY, APRIL 12  2019

GROWE - P.A. Day Camp Spring into the Forest Five Oaks Retreat Centre Education

Chocolate Easter Bunnies (Brantford Lions Club) Brantford Farmers Market) 9:00 AM Community

PD Day STEM Camp Sylvan Learning of Brantford 9:00 AM Education

Chair Yoga Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1 10:30 AM Sports

Spring Pottery Sale Woodman Park Community Centre 12:00 PM The Arts

51st Annual Brantford Lifestyle Spring Home Show Brantford and District Civic Centre 03:00 PM Community

A Night in the Old West Dinner & Dance Sydenham-Heritage United Church 05:30 PM Entertainment

Two For The Road - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall 07:00 PM Entertainment

Poverty’s Arse Knights Hall 08:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live featuring The RePeatles Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, APRIL 13  2019

Chocolate Easter Bunnies (Brantford Lions Club) Brantford Farmers Market 7:00 AM Community

Easter Egg Crawl St. Paul’s United Church, Paris 10:00 AM Community

Paris Spring Craft Show and Market Paris Fairgrounds 10:00 AM Community

Spring Pottery Sale Woodman Park Community Centre 10:00 AM The Arts

51st Annual Brantford Lifestyle Spring Home Show Brantford and District Civic Centre 11:00 AM Community

Brant County’s Largest Line Dance Challenge & Record Attempt Downtown Paris 11:00 AM Community

Bowl For Kids Sake (Big Brothers Big Sisters of Grand Erie) Echo Bowl 12:00 PM Community

Maker Day! (East Ward Echo Place Neighbourhood Association) Major Ballachey Public School 01:00 PM Community

Photoshop: An Introduction with Jeanette Obbink Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 01:00 PM Education

Aoustic Cafe - Piper & Carson Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

BarCode (fundraiser for Help A Child Smile) Brant Artillery Gunners Club 08:00 PM Entertainment

Saturday Night Live featuring DJ Reacon Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, APRIL 14  2019

51st Annual Brantford Lifestyle Spring Home Show Brantford and District Civic Centre 11:00 AM Community

Spring Pottery Sale Woodman Park Community Centre 12:00 PM The Arts

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Blues for Soldiers Sunday - Big Daddy Harp & John McKinley w Howitzer 
Blues Band

Brant Artillery Gunners Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

Palm Sunday Service Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks 02:00 PM Community

Aromatherapy Gemstone Healing Bracelet Workshop Brant Rod & Gun Club 07:00 PM Education

MONDAY, APRIL 15  2019

Brantford Downtown Jazz presents Jim Clayton Quartet w Sonja 
Gustafson

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, APRIL 16  2019

4th Annual Volunteer Fair Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 10:00 AM Education

Lenten Recital Farringdon Independent Church 11:15 AM Community
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SOLUTION
to our Sudoku puzzle
(Page 13)

250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
ben@positanowine.com
www.positanowine.com
positanowinesandcoffee

Wine
Gifts
Gift Cards





EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

TUESDAY, APRIL 16  2019 cont'd

4th Annual Volunteer Fair Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 05:00 PM Education

Boot Camp
Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1, physical 
management rm.

07:00 PM Sports

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17  2019

Chair Dance
Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1, physical 
management rm.

9:30 AM Sports

Healthy Harvest Boxes Delivered 12:00 PM Community

Cubby Checker Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 02:00 PM Entertainment

Business After 5 - Modo Yoga Modo Yoga Brantford 05:30 PM Education

Games Night - Rummy Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1 06:00 PM Entertainment

National Canadian Film Day: Back to God’s Country County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:30 PM Entertainment

Away From Her - #CanFilmDay County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Library Book Club County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 07:00 PM Education

Permaculture County of Brant Public Library (St. George) 07:00 PM Education

The Ultimate Garth Brooks Tribute Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:30 PM Entertainment

Ashley MacIsaac - Fiddler Extraordinaire Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, APRIL 18  2019

Turning your Research into Shareable Stories (genealogy) Ontario Genealogical Society Brant County Branch 01:30 PM Education

East Ward Echo Place Neighbourhood Association April Meeting Major Ballachey Public School 06:00 PM Education

Bad Thursday - Josh Miller & Pappy Johns Band Brant Artillery Gunners Club 08:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, APRIL 19  2019

Good Friday Plated Breakfast at Myra’s Myra’s Bar & Grill 7:00 AM Community

Easter at Addie’s: Egg Hunt, petting Zoo & more Adelaide hunter hoodless homestead 10:00 AM Community

Chair Yoga Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1 10:30 AM Sports

Fish & Chips Lunch Special at Myra’s Myra’s Bar & Grill 11:30 AM Community

Good Friday Fish & Chips Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion) 05:00 PM Community

Mushee Pees - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall 07:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live featuring Walter James Duo Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, APRIL 20  2019

Acoustic Cafe - Steve ‘Elmo’ Murphy Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Wings & Fries then Entertainment (incl. Musique by Monique) Brant Rod & Gun Club 04:00 PM Entertainment

Rusty James MacKids Night Sammy’s Creamery 07:00 PM Entertainment

Saturday Night Live featuring DJ Vibe Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, APRIL 21  2019

Famous Easter Brunch at Myra’s Myra’s Bar & Grill 10:00 AM Community

Easter Egg Hunt Chiefswood National Historic Site 11:00 AM Community

Easter Dinner at Myra’s Myra’s Bar & Grill 05:00 PM Community

Sunday Night Social Singles Dance Brantford Polish Hall 07:00 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, APRIL 23  2019

Origami Basics County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 06:00 PM Education

Boot Camp
Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1, physical 
management rm.

07:00 PM Sports

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24  2019

Chair Dance
Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1, physical 
management rm.

9:30 AM Sports

Somebody Loves You, Mr. Hatch Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 10:30 AM The Arts

Games Night - Yahtzee Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1 06:00 PM Entertainment

Macramé Magic County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:00 PM Education

Creativity Club at the Library County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 06:30 PM Community

THURSDAY, APRIL 25  2019

Printmaking: Learn Lino Cut County of Brant Public Library (St. George) 06:00 PM Education

Stan and Ollie (Brantford Film Group) Galaxy Cinemas Brantford 07:00 PM Entertainment

Classic Albums Live performs CCR Chronicle Volume 1 Sanderson centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, APRIL 26  2019

Chair Yoga Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1 10:30 AM Sports

A Taste of Italy Spaghetti Dinner St. James’ Anglican Church, Brantford 05:00 PM Community

Music by Monique Knights Hall 06:00 PM Entertainment

Jesse Murphy Trio - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall 07:00 PM Entertainment

Friday Night Live featuring Three for the Show Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, APRIL 27  2019

Spring Fling Hope Memorial Spiritual Church Community

Annual Celebration of Trout Season Opening Breakfast Brant Rod & Gun Club 8:00 AM Community

Brantford Writers’ Circle Symposium: Pen, Polish and Publish & Awards 
Dinner

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 10:00 AM Education

Acoustic Cafe - Cheryl Dickson-Neal Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Annual Wild Game Dinner Brant Rod & Gun Club 05:00 PM Community

Quarters For Camp (85th Leap Patrol) St. James’ Anglican Church, Brantford 07:00 PM Community

Willie & Friends Dance Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion) 08:00 PM Entertainment

Saturday Night Live featuring DJ 5150 Elements Casino Brantford 09:00 PM Entertainment

Our Community’s BEST EVENT GUIDE
 � Submit Events online @ www.bscene.ca or
 email events@bscene.ca by the 20th of Each Month

 � Visit www.bscene.ca for Even More
  Event Information
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EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

SUNDAY, APRIL 28  2019

Sunday Brunch Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion) 9:00 AM Community

4th Annual health & Wellness Expo Paris Fairgrounds 10:00 AM Community

Blues for Soldiers Sunday - Corey Leuck & Brandon Bruce w Howitzer 
Blues Band

Brant Artillery Gunners Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Little String Orchestra Spring Concert Cedarview Church, Paris 03:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, APRIL 29  2019

Survivor Series Woodland Cultural Centre 10:00 AM Education

TUESDAY, APRIL 30  2019

Contact North Drop-In Support County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 10:00 AM Education

Boot Camp
Brantwood Community Services, Entrance #1, physical 
management rm.

07:00 PM Sports

Brantford Music Club presents The Canadian Celtic Choir w fiddler 
Shane Cook & step dancer Kyle Waymouth

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:30 PM Entertainment

MAY 2019

FRIDAY, MAY 3  2019

2nd Annual Tradeshow (Paris & District Chamber of Commerce) Paris Fairgrounds 06:00 PM Education

Local History Roadshow Myrtleville House Museum 07:00 PM Education

SATURDAY, MAY 4  2019

Spring Event: You Rock Sale Robert Hall Originals 9:00 AM Community

First Friday Grace Gallery 05:30 PM The Arts

The Feds - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall 07:00 PM Entertainment

Blood Donor Clinic Branlyn Community Centre 8:45 AM Community

109th Season Open House Dufferin Lawn Bowling Tennis & Pickle Ball Club 10:00 AM Community

Spring Event: You Rock Sale Robert Hall Originals 10:00 AM Community

InDesign: An Introduction with Jeanette Obbink Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 01:00 PM Education

James Boraski - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall 01:00 PM Entertainment

Annual Spring Concert - Guitar Society of Brantford Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 02:00 PM Entertainment

James Boraski - Live Band Brantford Polish Hall 07:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, MAY 5  2019

Spring Event: You Rock Sale Robert Hall Originals 10:00 AM Community

Keron MacPherson Crib Tournament Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 (South Brant Legion) 10:30 AM Entertainment

IGNITE! With Linda Blakney (adults, & Sun. May 12) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 12:30 PM Education

RANDY PAPPLE'S RETIREMENT CELEBRATION
Feb 28, 2019 • Brant Sports Complex • D Jason Freeze

Be seen with 
BSCENE

A LOOK BACK THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

THE LITTLE MERMAID
Mar 2, 2019 • St. Pauls United Church 

D Jason Freeze
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TAREN DE ST. CROIX

🔗 downtownbrantford.ca 

facebook downtownbrantford 

twitter @downtownbrantfd 

Spring has finally arrived and it’s time to head outside 

and spend an afternoon in Downtown Brantford. 

Checking out some of the new shops and restaurants 

should be on your list of things to do. All the restaurant 

and shop owners are eager to meet you and serve you! 

There is always something new to discover in Downtown 

Brantford. Be sure to check out our website for new 

restaurants, shopping and services.

The Sanderson Centre is featuring many performances 

in April including award winning pianist Jim Clayton 

and his Quartet. Joining Jim is London's award-winning 

jazz songstress Sonja Gustafson! Not to be missed 

are performances by Chubby Checker and Fiddler 

Extraordinaire Ashley MacIsaac! Later in the month you 

can catch The Ultimate Garth Brooks Tribute band 

straight from Nashville! There’s never a shortage of 

entertainment in Downtown Brantford!

There are lots of activities at the Brantford Public 

Library this month including crafting series, english 

for newcomers to Canada, homework drop-in as 

well as certification courses. Be sure to visit their 

website for all the details! brantford.library.on.ca

We suggest you make Downtown Brantford your 

destination and visit everything it has to offer. 

Connect with us online at www.downtownbrantford.

ca and find a full directory that lists all the 

businesses in the downtown core. Join us on 

Facebook to keep up with what’s happening 

downtown daily. Please like our page, share our 

posts and share your experience in Downtown 

Brantford.

IT'S SPRING IN DOWNTOWN BRANTFORD

CHRISTINE MACARTHUR

🔗 brantlibrary.ca 

facebook brantlibrary 

twitter @brantlibrary

instagram brantcountypubliclibrary 

Come to the Library to celebrate the sixth 
annual National Canadian Film Day (NCFD) 

on Wednesday, April 17, 2019. NCFD is the 
world’s largest film festival, with more than 800 
Canadian film screenings and events expected 
across the country and around the world.

This year marks an important milestone: 
the centennial of Canada’s first genuine 

blockbuster — and oldest surviving feature 
film — Nell Shipman’s Back to God’s Country, 
a sassy, snowy adventure story that remains 
Canada’s most successful silent film. This 
amazing Arctic adventure story will be showing 
at the Paris Branch on Wednesday, April 17 at 
6:30 pm sharp. Everyone is invited to come 
enjoy the film, free popcorn, and a chance to 
win some sweet NCFD prizes!

If you’re looking for a movie that speaks to your 
sentimental side, we’re also showing Sarah 
Polley’s award-winning movie Away from Her 
(did you know it’s set in Brant County!?). Away 
from Her is free to attend, and starts at 7:00 pm 
at the Burford Branch on April 17th. Popcorn, 
prizes, and sassy snowy fun will be on hand at 
this movie too!

Mark your calendars and plan to celebrate 
great Canadian films at the Library this April. 
No registration necessary. Please see www.
brantlibrary.ca for more information. 

National Canadian Film Day 
Returns on April 17, 2019,  
to Celebrate 100 Years of 
Snow and Sass
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Acquired brain injury: Is it really the end?
Freelance writer Jesse Ferguson shares his story in a four-part series
The following story is the third instalment in a four-part series chronicling writer Jesse Ferguson's experience living with an acquired brain injury. 
Read Part 1 and Part 2 of the series on www.bscene.ca 
This story is in part dedicated to the memory of Josh Demeulenaere, who lived with an acquired brain injury. He passed away in his 30th year from 
complications resulting from the injury..

JESSE FERGUSON  

In Part 1 of this story, we 
introduced the topic of 

acquired brain injury (ABI) 
while Part 2 introduced a 
few victims and left off with 
some of the possible problems 
left in the wake of the injury. 
Continuing:s

As a direct result of my accident, my ability to 
move was literally forgotten.

I would have to learn to move all over again. 
Speech and physiotherapy were amazingly 
tough to deal with, especially 
at first, because I knew exactly 
what I wanted to say and do and 
yet, like a jammed gun, I just 
couldn’t fire; I couldn’t do or 
say what I wanted.

In many cases, I couldn’t say 
anything at all.

It’s comforting knowing I defied 
doctor’s expectations and can 
walk again. However, if you 
see me walk, there is clearly 
something wrong. It isn’t what 
anyone would call smooth. My 
knee snaps back erratically when 
I step and it’s ugly. But I can 
walk…

Speaking is more of an issue. 
There are times when my voice 
just doesn’t activate. Josh 
Demeulenaere and Chris Burggraeve, other 
ABI victims, also experienced speech issues 
stemming from their injuries. They both speak 
better than I do, but their pitch and inflections 
aren’t normal. All three of our voices turned 
nasal, volume deceased, pace of speech slowed, 
and words tend to blend together.

Speech is an area where we notice a heavy 
barrier to the outside world.

“It really annoys me when people ask my mom 
about me,” Chris said, “when I’m right there.”

I, too, find it demeaning when the person I 
am talking with feels the need to resort to 
whomever I’m with to “translate.”

We definitely notice when someone doesn’t 

hear us correctly. The tendency is for people 
to panic when they’re unsure. ABI rehab 
therapist Gordon Leenders explains: “When 
people first don’t (understand), they become 
uncomfortable. To alleviate their discomfort, 
they may leave. But if they just be patient, more 
often than not, they’ll understand.”

If I’m not understood after a few tries, I’ll bust 
out my phone and text for understanding’s 
sake.

Josh, Chris, and I also noted that we benefit 
from people trying to listen. Perhaps it’s an 
unconscious thing that we know our efforts to 

talk stand a chance of being heard (literally).

It was hardest to cope when we were first 
injured and our deficits were new and most 
pronounced. One major obstacle, physically, 
was the stairs. If there weren’t railings, there’d 
be no way we could climb them.

Another issue is apprehension. Due to my 
injury, I’d be so afraid to slow people down 
on the stairs, I’d let everyone go ahead of me. 
If people were around, my body would get so 
tense I’d be prone to take missteps (no crowds 
for me for a long time…).

The hidden disability factor applies here. I look 
normal so it seems I should be able to do things 
like climb stairs. Some people are baffled when 
I couldn’t. I’ve received many WTF-looks as a 
result.

The assumptions can get pretty hurtful. “In 
general, people assume the worst,” Chris 
suggests.

Norman Doidge, in his novel titled ‘The Brain 
That Changes Itself,’ explains: “(We) long for 
a connection to people and feel hurt when 
normal people don’t look (us) in the eye.”

People are usually unaware of all of this, unless 
they get a reaction. For me, verbalizing this 
discontent is difficult when emotions are 
flowing and the verbal outlet is blocked. Josh, 
though, wasn’t afraid to point out when people 
screwed up. “This is just an effect of the injury!” 

Josh expressed in boiling 
frustration, responding just 
like he had in the past.

“I just want people to give me 
a chance,” he said candidly 
after. “Some people act like I 
have some kind of contagious 
disease.”

I understand that. Myself, 
I’ve been asked if I’m on illicit 
drugs when it’s just the effects 
from my injury. One dude 
exclaimed to me “I want some 
of what you got!”

Oh yeah? Trust me man, you 
really don’t. Now get out of my 
face.

Chris, too, feels the sting of 
uninformed assumptions, but 

he has a strategy: “Over the years, I’ve built up 
an immunity. Now I just brush it off,” he said.

This takes years off tolerance and experience. 
And we all know there’s no great way to deal 
with this.

Ultimately, any assumption having to do 
with something as complex as brain injury is 
ludicrous.

– Read the gripping fourth and final 
instalment of Jesse Ferguson’s story in the 
next month’s edition of BScene. 

Reach Jesse at lostprophet_04@hotmail.com.
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The community is gearing up to celebrate life at one of the areas largest, 
feel-good events of the year!  Join in the fun at the 15th Annual Hike 
for Hospice set for Sunday May 5th. Presenting Sponsors Methapharm 

Specialty Pharmaceuticals, and Remedy’s RX Specialty Pharmacy have made a 
huge commitment to the Hospice to help bring this wonderful event to life.

Each year, thousands of people register, sponsor a Hiker or donate to this event, 
held annually on the first Sunday in May, where Hospices across Canada host a 
Hike to raise awareness and much needed funding in support of Hospice care.  
All monies raised locally supports Stedman Community Hospice and the vital 
programs and services that rely on donor support.  

The Hospice provides care for individuals who have been diagnosed with a life-
limiting illness, and support for the families of those individuals.  These programs 
and services are offered free of charge to residents of Brantford, Six Nations, 
New Credit and the counties of Brant, Haldimand and Norfolk. The success of 
Hike for Hospice is critical to ensuring that this level of compassionate care 
continues. 

As strong advocates of Hospice care after their first-hand experience when 
their daughter Charlotte passed away at Stedman’s 2 days after her 5th birthday, 
Jeremy, Jessica and little sister Vienna Stewart were honoured to be pictured 
as this year’s Hike family.  They were also impressed with the free Children’s 

Bereavement Program they accessed to help their daughter cope with the loss 
of her sister. Soon after the passing of Charlotte, the Stewarts’ welcomed little 
Lincoln “Charlie” to the family as well. 

 Registration for the Hike is only $20 which includes a commemorative Hike 
T-Shirt, lunch and family friendly games and activities like inflatables and a photo 
booth to capture precious memories. Great incentive prizes for everyone who 

raises $250 or more, plus they will be entered in several draws to win some 
great items.  Top individual fundraisers, top youth and top team also have some 
incredible prizes up for grabs.  

Early Bird Registration is set for Saturday, May 4th on the grounds of St. Joseph’s 
Lifecare Centre at 99 Wayne Gretzky Parkway from 10am – 1pm.  Hike Day 
registration begins on Sunday, May 5th at 11am, and festivities kick off at 1pm 
where Hikers will be joined by Honourary Chair, Walter Gretzky!  Be sure to take 
advantage of the free Shuttle Buses thanks to the generous sponsorships of 
Sharp Bus Lines and the Lynden Park Mall from 11am – 3:30pm.  

For more details, to register or donate go to stedmanhike.ca or call St. Joseph’s 
Lifecare Foundation at 519-751-7096 x2475.  Donations can also be made 
payable to St. Joseph’s Lifecare Foundation, and mailed to the Foundation Office 
at 99 Wayne Gretzky Parkway, Brantford, N3S 6T6.

www.stedmanhike.ca
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Hike for Hospice celebrates 15th year
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BIG HAIR FOR LITTLE KIDS
Mar 1, 2019 • Army, Navy & Airforce Club Brantford, ON • D Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK AT MARCH THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

FIVE OAKS GRAND REOPENING
Mar 7, 2019 • Five Oaks Centre, Paris, ON • D Jason Freeze
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�  519-751-HELP (4357)
�  www.crs-help.ca
�  info@crs-help.ca
230 Shellard Lane, Units 3-4 Brantford ON  N3T 0B9

This Employment Ontario
project, program or service
is funded in part by the
Government of Canada.

The Oaks of St. George
per player
+ food donation

BrantfordFoodBank.ca   519-751-4357   info@crs-help.ca

Includes:

Contact Us to Register your Team

DR. ONKAR SINGH, BSC, N.D. 

🔗  ndoc.ca

facebook @HolisticHealingArtsCentre

It’s that time of the year where you might consider working with your Naturopathic 
Doctor to do a spring detox.  Detoxification handles wastes not only from the 

environment, but from every process in all organs and systems of the body.  

The body was really only made to detoxify the natural toxins such as: by-products 
from metabolic processes, bacteria and stress.  However, we now exceed this 
natural ability by living in an “unnatural” environment.  A build-up of toxins can 
interfere with regular metabolic processes and increase the acidity of the body.  
Furthermore, it can lead to mineral deficiencies, create an optimal environment for 

bacteria, parasites and viruses, and can contribute to DNA damage.  Signs of toxic 
overload can include:  fatigue, depression, brain fog, poor memory, confusion, 
headaches, allergies, chronic infections, abnormal body odor to name a few.

When you work with your ND, they will individualize detoxification 
recommendations based on your present state of health which includes: mental, 
emotional, physical and physiological considerations.  Your ND can work with you 
to create a plan that will divert energy to detoxification through juicing, healthy diet 
choices, certain key nutritional supplements and herbs.  In doing so, this will help 
to promote elimination through the bowel, kidney, skin and lungs and refuel the 
body with nutrients.  

Book an appointment with your ND today so they can 
formulate a detox plan that will be safe and gentle for you! 

Holistic Healing Arts Centre,
274 King George Road, Brantford 
519-751-3488
www.ndoc.ca   

I T ' S  T I M E  T O  C O N S I D E R  A  S P R I N G  D E T OXNATUROPATHIC NEIGHBOUR
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JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz

facebook @jjackowetz

B
y the end of 1980s the City 
was optimistic. The 1990s 

was predicted to be Brantford’s 
decade. New civic projects 
were progressing, over 100 new 
companies had set up shop in 
Brantford since 1985, and real 
estate brokers reported that 
there was an increasing number 
of people looking to move to and 
settle in Brantford. Brantford had 
turned a corner and was confidently 
expecting an improving economy.

DOWNTOWN

What was supposed to be the 
saviour of downtown Brantford 
and bring people flocking back 
to downtown was a total flop. 
Eaton Market Square Mall never 
ended up making downtown a 
shopping destination. The City was 
ever hopeful but the downtown 
buildings were old, tired and in 
decay, especially along Colborne 
Street. New residents and young 
people were scared to go downtown 
because it was so rundown. The 
City never committed to enforcing 
its property standards bylaws 
downtown believing that working 
with downtown property owners 
would produce better results; it did 
not. Most owners ignored the work 
orders filed against their properties 
knowing the City was not going to 
take them to court. Parking was also 
an issue. The City removed street 
parking spaces in the 1970s when 
they tried to beautify the downtown 
with wider sidewalks and trees 
and planters. Aggressive parking 
enforcement also drove patrons 
away.

The downtown continued to eat 
up City resources. Staff reports, 

consultant reports, citizen 
committees, and rehabilitation 
funding were all used to find a 
solution to get citizens to return 
downtown. The City could not 
get private sector investment 
committed to the core, and the 
downtown continued to deteriorate. 
Some common recommendations 
were a return to two-way streets 
and to focus on encouraging 
housing and employment.

In July 1990, the Liberal provincial 
government announced that the 
Ministry of Government Services 
would move its head office to 
downtown Brantford. 280 jobs 
would move to Brantford. The 
Liberal government of David 
Pearson started to move some 
ministry offices out of Toronto 
and into smaller cities in Ontario; 
the Ministry of Health moved to 
Kingston, the Ontario Lottery 
Corporation head office to 
Sault Ste. Marie, and the OSAP 
programme administration to 
Thunder Bay. The Constellation 
Hotel chain showed interest in 
building a hotel on the Patterson 
candy factory property but 
abandoned those plans in October 
of 1990. The City selected this 
site for the Ministry of Government 
Services building even though 
a downtown task force had 
recommended building on the 
south side of Colborne Street. In 
April 1993, the NDP government 
rescinded the plan to move the 
Ministry of Government Services to 
Brantford. The announcement even 
caught local NDP MPP Brad Ward 
by surprise. Finally, the Royal Bank 
of Canada purchased the property 
in 1996 and opened a financial 
services centre which consolidated 
three bank branches; Mount 
Pleasant Street, Brant Avenue and 
Bedford Street, and the downtown 

branch at Market and Dalhousie 
Streets; into one. The new RBC 
office opened in 1997.

The City received a $20 million 
compensation package from the 
provincial government because of 
the cancelled relocation. Some of 
the money was used to build the 
Brantford District Labour Centre on 
Icomm Drive and some was used 
to set up a research centre for the 
recycling of plastics. The research 
centre had trouble attracting 
companies to become involved and 
closed in 1995 before operations 
even began.

The Public Utilities Commission 
purchased the 18,000 square 
foot Canadian Order of Foresters 
building at Market and Wellington 
Streets for $834,000.

Empire Company, 
the owner of Sobey’s 
supermarkets, purchased 
the old Koehring-Waterous 
site, on Market Street 
South, in March-1994. 
Their plan was to build 
a 60,000 square foot 
Sobey’s store and plaza on 
the site. Sobey's eventually 
built their store in West 
Brant and opened a Price 
Chopper at this site.

J.H. Young & Sons, jeweller, 
closed their downtown 
store in the Eaton Market 
Square on 30-July-
1994. Young’s had been 
downtown since they 
opened in 1900. Their 
Lynden Park Mall store 
remained open.

The old Hurley Printing 
building at 179 Dalhousie 
Street, that operated at 
that location from 1912 to 
1977, was demolished in 
July-1994.

The Mayor ’s downtown task force in 
1994 recommended the removal of 
parking meters among other things. 
218 parking meters were removed 
for a fourteen-month trial. Parking 
meters were seen as a barrier to 
visiting downtown. The meters 
were never reinstalled as downtown 
merchants made it clear they did 
not want them.

In December 1994, J.P. Baron, 
a Floridian financier, planned a 
$50 million redevelopment of 
the downtown. He claimed to be 
backed by Saudi investors. His 
development would be completed 
over a five to eight-year period 
and be based around a Roaring 
20s theme. He backed out citing 
intense media scrutiny. It turned out 
that J.P. Baron, also known as Paul 

John Stam’s conception of a sidewalk café at 129 Colborne Street, formerly Arn Black’s and Annie’s.  (photo from the archives at the Brantford Public Library)

Parking meters were removed from the downtown in 1994 
as part of a 14-month trial. They have never been reinstalled. 
(photo from Pinterest)

Brantford
in the

199O's
Part 3
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Plishewsky, was from Cambridge, 
Ontario, not Sarasota. He had for a 
short time an office in Kitchener. In 
1996 he was charged with welfare 
fraud.

In 1995, Waterford businessman 
John Stam proposed to restore a 
block of Colborne Street (115 to 
141 Colborne Street) into a Native 
Heritage Arts area hosting craft and 
antiques stores, a tea room and a 
sidewalk café. Stam estimated it 
would cost $200,000 to purchase 
and renovate each of the 12 
properties. His proposal attracted 
little interest.

The tenth anniversary of Eaton 
Market Square in 1996 was not 
a celebratory one. The mall’s 
occupancy rate was only seventy 
percent and Eaton’s future was 
uncertain. In 1997, Eaton’s filed 
for bankruptcy protection. The 
Brantford store was one of the 
first to close. The Shopper ’s Drug 
Mart store seeing no future for 
the mall left shortly after. As the 
mall’s occupancy rate continued 
to decline, the mall closed its 
lower level in 1998. A federal study 
conducted at the time concluded 
that moving Mohawk College and 
the YM/YWCA to the mall location 
would be an economic boost for the 
downtown.

A proposal to build a $25 million 
YM/YWCA including apartments and 
condominiums on the south side 
of Colborne Street stalled when 
the YM/YWCA decided it wanted to 
build on its own, but rising costs put 
the project out of reach.

Operation Facelift was Mayor Friel’s 
idea to spruce up the downtown. 
Volunteers would donate materials 
and time to paint the worst looking 
buildings on Colborne Street. Only 
one building, Lawyer ’s Hall, 76 
Colborne Street, was completed 
when funding for the campaign 
ended.

Two call centres opened in the mall; 
F.C.A. International in 1998 and 
R.M.H. Teleservices Centre in 1999. 
R.M.H. employed 500 workers when 
it opened. By 2000, R.M.H. employed 
over 1,000 workers. Downtown 
traffic increased significantly with 
the opening of the call centres 
but retail store openings never 
materialised.

POLITICIANS

Derek Blackburn of the NDP had 
represented Brant in the House of 
Commons for 22 years when he 
resigned his seat in 1993. Jane 
Stewart of the Liberal party was 
elected to represent Brant in the 
subsequent election. Stewart 
won with 51 percent of the votes. 
Stewart won the next two elections 
in 1997 and 2000 with an even 
higher percentage of the votes. 
Stewart served as Minister of 
National Revenue from 1996 to 
1997, Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development from 1997 
to 1999, and Minister of Human 
Resources Development from 
1999 to 2003. Stewart retired from 
politics on 13-February-2004.

Former Brantford Mayor, David 
Neuman of the Liberal party, 
represented Brantford provincially 
until the 1990 provincial election 
when he was defeated by Brad 
Ward of the NDP in a surprising 
sweep to power for the Bob Rae 
led party. Ward was a parliamentary 
assistant to the Minister of Skills 
Development from 1990 to 1991, 
a parliamentary assistant to the 
Minister of Industry, Trade, and 
Technology from 1991 to 1993, 
and a Minister without Portfolio 
in the Ministry of Finance from 
1993 to 1995. In May of 1993, the 
Ontario government cancelled 
their plan to move the computer 
and telecommunications division 
of the Ministry of Government 
Services from Toronto to Brantford. 
This Ministry was planning to build 

a building at the corner of Brant 
Avenue and Colborne Street, now 
the site of the RBC bank branch. 
In the 1995 provincial election, 
Ward was defeated by Progressive 
Conservative candidate Ron 
Johnson. Johnson was noted as 
having one of the worst attendance 
records in the Ontario legislature 
and as a result was dropped from 
all legislative committees in 1997. 
Not surprisingly, Johnson did not 
run for re-election in 1999. Dave 
Levac of the Liberal party won the 
1999 election narrowly defeating 
Alayne Sokoloski of the Progressive 
Conservative party. Levac was a 
teacher and principal before he 
entered the legislature. Levac 
was named OECTA Distinguished 
Teacher in 1994 for this work in 
conflict resolutions programmes, 
and citizen of the year in 1997 by 
readers of the Brantford Expositor.

Municipally, Brantford entered the 
decade with Karen George as Mayor. 
George was defeated in the 1991 
election by Bob Taylor. In 1994, 
Taylor was defeated by 27-year-old 
Chris Friel. Friel won re-election in 

1997 and 2000. Friel is noted for 
declaring that Brantford had the 
worst downtown in Canada in a 
Toronto Star article published on 
19-May-1994. The Star published 
a follow up article “Brantford fights 
back” on 8-Nov-1999. Friel was 
opposed to establishing a casino in 
Brantford. He felt a casino diverted 
money from the municipality to the 
province. The Brantford Charity 
Casino opened in November-1999. 
Friel worked to establish a campus 
of Wilfrid Laurier University, known 
colloquially as Laurier Brantford, in 
downtown Brantford. The campus 
opened in 1999. Friel wanted to 
begin merger discussions with Brant 
County in 1996, but the county 
was not interested and instead 
reorganised itself into a single 
municipality in 1999.

In 1995, after lengthy and intense 
discussions Brantford City Council 
replaced the use of the term 
Alderman with Councillor. Max 
Sherman retired from municipal 
politics in 1997 after 31 years of 
service.

From left:  Jane Stewart, MP for Brant. First elected in 1993 and reelected in 1997 and 2000. Brad Ward, MPP for Brantford. He served one term from 1990 until 1995. Ron Johnson, MPP for Brantford. He served one 
term from 1995 until 1999. Dave Levac, MPP for Brant from 1999 to 2018. He was the longest serving Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, from 2011 until 2018. (photos from the archives at the Brantford Public Library)

Bob Taylor served as Mayor from 1992 until 1994. Chris Friel was elected Mayor in 1994 and again in 1997 
and 2000. He was defeated in the 2003 and 2006 elections but reelected in 2010 and 2014. (photo from the 

archives at the Brantford Public Library)
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LYNDA HENRIKSEN 

🔗  habitatbn.org

facebook HabitatforHumanityBN

pinterest brantrestore

twitter @HabitatBN

Don’t demo before you reno, call us first! 

Are you renovating?  As the weather gets warmer, it’s a great 
time to get creative and update your space. Planning a kitchen 
renovation (or any kind of reno) can be daunting.  So let our Habitat 
Kitchen Salvage team help.  Our team will gladly remove your 
kitchen - free of charge - leaving your space ready for a new one.  

“We are always very excited to recommend a kitchen salvage and 
the Habitat ReStore for our clients’ kitchen remodels,” says Misty 
of Misty’s Kitchens and Designs.  “Rob and the team are fast, 
efficient and pleasant. And our clients love knowing their cabinets 
are going towards a great cause.” 

Every kitchen salvage through Habitat Brant-Norfolk makes a 
difference.  By donating your kitchen, you help us build more 
homes and you help local families to build strength, stability and 
independence through affordable homeownership.  

Beyond making a difference, we make it easy and worthwhile for 
you to partner with us:

• We help you assess whether your kitchen qualifies.  
Once approved and scheduled, our team works within 
your planned project timeline.  

• We can usually accommodate a salvage within 1-3 
weeks.

• We remove your old kitchen with care – free of charge – 
and leave your space contractor-ready.

• No waste disposal fees!  

• You save approximately $500-$800 in contractor costs 
and waste disposal fees.

• You receive a tax receipt for the value of your old 
kitchen.

• You help the environment by making sure your old 
kitchen doesn’t end up in a landfill.

• You do good.  All proceeds support Habitat for 
Humanity’s home building program.  

If your kitchen is already dismantled, we can even schedule our 
driver to pick up your donation.  Plus, if you want to save on all 
of your home improvement needs, remember ReStore.  Rebuild. 
Repair. Redecorate. ReStore, at Habitat for Humanity ReStore.  
We’ve got two locations to serve you, 80 Morton Ave East 
Brantford and 29 Park Road Simcoe.  

For a Kitchen Salvage assessment call Rob at 519.751.7474 x526 
or email rstirling@habitatbn.org

Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk, we bring communities 
together to help families build strength stability and independence 
through affordable homeownership.

    Photos : Misty Glowala

We Want YOUR Kitchen - Call Us Before You Reno
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twitter @BCHSFoundation

facebook BCHSFoundation

🔗  bchsysfoundation.org

When Kim Elliott sees an opportunity to turn a 
negative experience into a positive one, she 
doesn't let it pass her by, even when she's not 

feeling well.

As a breast cancer patient receiving chemotherapy 
treatment, Kim's physician told her if she ever experienced 
even a slight fever, she was to immediately head to the 
nearest Emergency Department (ED). So when she was 
home with her husband, Rick, this summer and felt a fever 
coming on, they made their way to the ED at the Brantford 
General.

“I'll never forget it, because it was our anniversary,” said Kim.

In triage, Kim explained her situation while Registered Nurse 
Tara McLean connected her to a patient monitor to keep 
track of her vital signs and set her up in a special isolation 
room to protect her because of the risks involved with her 
cancer treatment. 

Kim said the nurses were very efficient and courteous while 
they explained each step of what they were doing.

“Everybody was so good and so kind,” Rick recalled to Kim.

Internist Dr. Mark Jones arrived to see Kim and classified her 
condition as a medical emergency, meaning her case was 
to be treated with heightened caution and care, given her 
already compromised immune system due to chemotherapy. 

Dr. Jones explained to Kim that her fever was her body's way 
of telling her something was wrong, and it was then up to 
medical staff to determine what that was. He was able to rule 
out some things from a routine examination, but Kim had to 

wait in isolation while it was determined what was causing 
her body to react with the fever. Kim’s husband Rick had to 
wear a gown, mask and gloves to prevent sharing anything 
that would affect Kim's health, as did anyone who came into 
the room to see her.

While they waited in isolation, Kim realized the mattress 
she was sitting on was badly damaged. The protective vinyl 
cover had cracked open due to daily wear and tear, and the 
material inside the mattress had begun to deteriorate. Kim 
was able to smell the specialized, antibacterial cleaning 
products used to clean the mattresses by the Environmental 
Services team.

Kim asked for additional sheets for the mattress, but after 
flipping the surface over they discovered damage on the 
other side too.

Thirty-two hours after arriving at the Emergency 
Department, Kim was able to be moved to an isolation 
room on the sixth floor and given antibiotics while medical 
staff continued to look for the cause of her fever. In the 
end, a definitive cause never did show up. Her temperature 
gradually returned to a normal range and she was eventually 
discharged.

Kim said she had a very positive experience at Brantford 
General, but she knew in the back of her mind that she 
desperately wanted to do something to help replace the 
badly worn mattress she had used in the Emergency 
Department.

“I knew I was not just going to replace one, because that 
gurney could go anywhere in the hospital,” said Kim. 

“I was in isolation, and I know the cleaning staff is 
exceptionally good at cleaning. They do their best, I 
understand that, but that mattress just needed to go,” she 
said. Kim reached out to the Brant Community Healthcare 
System (BCHS) Foundation office to ask how she could 
make a difference.

With the help of BCHS Foundation Executive Director Kari 
Wilson, Kim was able to determine the cost of replacing the 
special type of mattresses that are used throughout the 
hospital. There are two kinds in all: mattresses that are used 
by most patients, and mattresses that are specialized for use 

with seniors. Kim was able to generously donate to purchase 
a total of 17 mattresses for the department.

“We were really touched by Kim’s generosity,” said Kari. “This 
is an example of how donor dollars are needed for essential 
equipment to care for our patients. Kim saw something she 
was determined to change, and she reached out to make it 
happen.”

Kari explained that many donations come from individuals 
who have had patient experiences at the Brantford General 
or The Willett, Paris in the Brant Community Healthcare 
System. 

“We’ve estimated that if the current average of six patients 
use one of the mattresses donated by Kim every day in the 
BCHS, this donation will have positively impacted care for 
40,000 Brantford and area residents every year, and 120,000 
patients over the average lifespan of each mattress.”

Tammy Coates, Manager of Urgent Care and the Emergency 
Department also emphasized the far-reaching impact of new 
mattresses throughout the hospital.

“New mattresses like the kind donated by Kim and her family 
are especially important to our elderly patient population 
who are prone to pressure sores,” she explained. “The 
mattresses we purchased are specifically designed to 
reduce pressure sores and the potential for infection, and 
they can save lives. Our staff are very grateful to Kim and her 
family for these wonderful gifts.”

As Kim and Rick know first-hand, when crisis or illness 
impacts you or a loved one, the Brant Community Healthcare 
System is here to offer you exceptional healthcare in your 
time of need.

Your involvement, through a donation of any size, will allow 
the BCHS Foundation to purchase patient equipment not 
funded by the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care, 
provide essential resources to maintain the exceptional 
level of compassionate patient care, and invest in new and 
innovative technology.

To make a donation, visit the BCHS Foundation website at 
bchsysfoundation.org or call 519-751-5510.

GRATEFUL  PAT IENT  K IM ELL IOT T ’S  POSIT IVE  OUTLOOK INSPIRES  CHANGE

From left: Emergency Department physicians Dr. Lucas Spicer and Dr. Aaron Wynn, grateful patient Kim Elliott and her husband Rick, Lori 
Petrie-Mulrain – Clinical Director, Emergency, Critical Care and Inpatient Medicine and Tammy Coates – Manager of Urgent Care and the Emer-
gency Department stand with specialized medical mattresses purchased with a generous donation from the Elliott family. (Submitted photo)
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ART IN THE ATTIC
March 23, 2019 • Glenhyrst Cottage, Brantford • D Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK AT MARCH THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

HAIRSPRAY
March 2, 2019 • Assumption College, Brantford

D Jason Freeze
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NATIONAL CUPCAKE DAY AT SPCA
FEB. 25, 2019 • BRANT COUNTY SPCA

D Jason Freeze

MARCH BREAK MAGIC, Mar 11 2019 D JASON FREEZE

THE LITTLE MERMAID, Mar 2, 2019 D JASON FREEZE

DQ SOFT OPENING, Feb 26 2019 D JASON FREEZE
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