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BScene had fun checking out the new store, Alt Boutique in Downtown Brantford,
with owner Justin Lowe!
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organizations within our grand community. Then, at the end of the month, we’ll
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you at the store. The money raised through this fundraising program gets sent
back to Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used in their Green programs
for sustainable upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting local whenever
we can and is honoured to be able to stay local from start to finish.

Change is Diﬃcult. Our WHOLE TEAM Works Together with You.
If you are unhappy with your present providers, we are ready for you!
Respect Starts Here.
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“A PLACE TO COME AND VISIT”
Brantford Farmer’s Market offers
one stop Christmas shopping

They feature honey from Sundreland Honey northeast of
Guelph, as well as some from the Brantford area. There’s
also a popular honey imported from Cuba.

Photos Jason Freeze

The maple syrup, always a big gift item from Canada, is
produced by the local Mennonite community. It comes in
various sizes and includes smaller plastic containers, which
are easier for shipping. “One lady buys two cases every year
and she takes them overseas,” said Roberts. They also offer
jams and preserves, all from Niagara-on-the-Lake.

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

twitter @YWiele
🔗  roundtablepr.com

W

hether it’s turkey, baked goods, pre-cut produce
or specialty items, chances are they’ve got it at
the Brantford Farmer’s Market. And if you need it for the
holidays, it’s best to think about ordering in advance.

Chris has worked at the market for 12 years, helping out
various vendors. This season, she’s behind the counter at
Garlic King, where she hands out tasty samples of garlic
bread promoting the company’s main seller.

“Everybody likes fresh buns for their holidays and definitely,
placing an order is always in your best interest,” says Susan
Meyhack-Ecker of Harmony Bakery. For breads and buns,

The Waterloo based company grows its own garlic and
produces a popular spread and salad dressing. The spread
can last six weeks in the refrigerator, longer in the freezer
and it has a variety of uses. “One man says he melts it on
his popcorn and says he’s never had anything better,” said

stresses however, “I’m not going to buy it from Toronto if I
can buy it at home.” Carrots, potatoes, parsnips, turnips and
other root vegetables as well as cabbage are available all
winter at Bowman’s. Another popular Christmas item they
offer is fruit baskets, in a variety of sizes starting at around
$35 for an eight litre basket and up. “It’s a good deal and a
lot of people don’t know what to get someone,” she said.
Hendershot advises giving fruit baskets the week before
Christmas, so people know they don’t need to shop for
those items and “wind up having way too much.”

a couple of days advance notice will do, but for cakes and
pastries, three to four days is recommended.
Simcoe based Harmony Bakery, has operated a stall at the
Brantford Farmer’s Market for 23 years. Among their more
popular items are the “famous” potato buns, raisin bread,
celery bread, Danish pastry and turnovers made from fresh
puff dough in the store. “The Brantford community has been
very supportive of us here at the market says MayhackEcker.”

“The market is a place where people like to come and visit,
where they see their neighbour or their friend that they
haven’t seen for ages, so it’s kind of a big social event, as
well as getting good quality products,” she said.
As the name of their business implies, Lynne Roberts and
husband David Parkin offer “Nature’s Best” including locally
sourced honey, maple syrup and preserves. After operating
a stall outside for a time, Nature’s Best marks their first
Christmas season inside the market building.

Chris.
Market manager Bruce Jacobson points out, fresh turkeys
with a best before date lasting “way past Christmas” can be
picked up on the Saturday before the big day, which lands
on a Tuesday this year.
With plenty of fresh local produce, meats, baked goods, gift
items and more, Jacobson’s main message is simply; “Come
on down and buy local.”

Joan Hendershot of Bowman’s Produce says they get a lot
of advance orders leading up to the holidays. “At Christmas
we get orders, especially for the chopped turnip, squash,
coleslaw and things that no one really wants to do anymore,”
she said. Hendershot says it’s best to order prepared
produce a few weeks in advance, but some order as early as
December 1st. They just want to make sure they get it in and
then it’s off their worry list and on mine,” she laughed.

The Brantford Farmer’s Market at 79 Icomm Drive, operates
Fridays from 9 a.m. till 5p.m Saturdays 7 a.m. till 2p.m.
For more details check out:
🔗  www.brantford.ca/discover/Attractions/Pages/
FarmersMarket.aspx

Bowman’s tries to buy as much from local farmers as
possible and also from the Toronto food terminal. She

403 Fairview Dr.
519-752-3151
www.strodes.ca
Your LOCAL Butcher Shop



Specializing in All your BBQ needs!

BSCENE.ca

4

Entertainment & Community Guide

BE A SANTA TO A SENIOR
KATHRYN POIRIER
link grcoa.ca

A

ccording to recent data gathered by Statistics Canada, as many as 1.4 million
elderly Canadians report feeling lonely. For those individuals with fewer family
members and friends to provide company and care to them, social isolation is a
significant concern. But what does social isolation mean?
Social isolation describes the lack of contact when a person is cut off from normal
social networks. This sad state can be triggered by a variety of things including
loss of mobility, unemployment or health issues. People who are isolated often
stay at home alone for lengthy periods of time; have no access to services or
community involvement, and little to no communication with friends, family and
acquaintances. Feeling isolated and alone can have devastating and harmful
impacts on the individual.
Isolation can increase the risk of mental health issues such as depression,
dementia, anxiety in social situations and low self-esteem. It can have direct
effects on cardiovascular disease, with increased nervous system activity and
inflammation and/or decreased sleep. All of these affects can accelerate brain
and cardiovascular aging. Being isolated can lead to increased feelings of
loneliness and fear of others.
Home Instead Senior Care is just one of many organizations in the community
working to help address social isolation for elders during the holiday season.
The community is invited to provide gifts and holiday cheer to seniors who may
be isolated from family and friends. Thousands of seniors have received gifts
through this program that has been in effect since 2003.
“Be a Santa to a Senior” operates with generous support from Brantford
businesses, non-profit organizations, retailers and volunteers. Home Instead
Senior Care has partnered with Millards Chartered Professional Accountants, the
Brantford Seniors’ Resource Centre, Shoppers Drug Mart and the Beckett Adult
Leisure Centre to help collect and distribute the gifts.
“Be a Santa to a Senior” trees are displayed at the Shoppers Drug Mart located at
10 Stanley Street and the Beckett Adult Leisure Centre at 219 Colborne Street,
Brantford.
You can help! Go to one of the participating locations and look for the “Be a Santa
to a Senior” tree on display until December 14. Each tree will be decorated with
ornaments featuring seniors’ first names and their requested gifts. Choose an
ornament, purchase the desired gift and return it to the location. Be sure to attach
the ornament to the gift to ensure appropriate matching! The gifts should be
returned unwrapped. Community elves and program partners will wrap and deliver
the gifts in time for the holidays.

Stock Photo

Community partnerships and relationships are crucial to the overall health and
well-being of a community. Organizations like Home Instead, Millards, the Seniors
Resource Centre and Shoppers Drug Mart are to be commended for their
commitment to their community and the people who reside here.
There are many, many charities or organizations for people to support or help
during this holiday time. Often there is a personal reason for feeling connected
to that particular organization with the season allowing them to give back just a
little bit more. When planning your seasonal giving please consider the needs and
wishes of a senior. Remember they helped build this country and this community.
Everything we have today is a result of their efforts over the past decades.
Why not adopt another grandma or grandpa for the season and bring them
special holiday cheer from your house to theirs? What’s one more? You’ll be glad
you did! And remember, your efforts will bring comfort and joy and will greatly
ease the sense of isolation.
The Grand River Council on Aging is a registered charitable organization
and welcomes donations to assist in carrying out activities necessary
to facilitate residents, organizations, local government and business to
implement “age-friendly” initiatives. Receipts will be issued for donations of
$20.00 or more. Donations can be made through canadahelps.org or by mail
to Grand River Council on Aging, 363 Colborne St. Brantford, ON N3S 3N2.

Largest Selection of High Quality Eyewear

Brantford’s ONLY
Same Day Service

10 King George Road
Home Hardware Plaza
Brantford
519-752-5456
www.optichouse.ca

A Family Run
&
Locally Owned Business
for Over 25 Years

Mon. - Wed. 9 - 6 | Thurs. 9 - 8 | Fri. 9 - 6 | Sat. 9:30 - 2

at Reasonable Prices
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JASON FREEZE

This is basically how their long poutine menu got started. As people kept commenting and
asking for different things, they decided to go with it and built their list from there. Among the
more ‘low-key’ flavours like Meatball Poutine, Sausage Poutine, and Taco Poutine are some
of the more interesting flavours like Breakfast Poutine, Cherry Cheesecake Poutine, and
Chocolate Bacon Poutine. They even have a Festive Poutine which includes turkey, stuffing
and a side of cranberries.

twitter @Jason Freeze
facebook jason.freeze
🔗 BScene.ca

W

hen you think of Lonnie’s on Market, what do you think about? Fast food, burgers,
poutine? While those are certainly associated with the local restaurant, to the owners,
Lonnie’s means three other things as well: family, community, and helping out others.
Going into their 12th year, Lonnie’s on Market has been a staple of Downtown Brantford’s
core. The business was started up by Brian Xurieb when an opportunity came up that would
fulfill his dream of starting up a restaurant. Initially, he only wanted to start up a small hotdog
stand, but that plan grew into what is now Lonnie’s.
Brian also needed a name for the place.
With deep roots within his family, he
decided to name the store after his
father, Lawrence, who went by Lonnie.
If the name Lawrence sounds familiar
to you, there’s a good reason for that.
Brian’s son is also named Lawrence and
has been working with his mom and dad
at the store since he was 13 years old.

Starting out in the food business early,
Lawrence certainly feels at home at the
store. Over the years, he’s helped out all
over the place. He’s gone from cleaning
to cash and now he’s usually back in
the kitchen cooking up a storm of great food. But as all small business owners, he does
whatever needs to be done. During a short break I got to sit down with Lawrence and chat
about their family’s restaurant and the food they serve.
Known for their specialty poutines, Lonnie’s now has about 40 different kinds listed on
their menu. Strangely enough, when they started out, they didn’t have any though. But
after the first few years they started off with their first 15 and created their iconic “poutine
hood.” “Poutine is popular. It’s a Canadian food and is generally loved by lots of people,” said
Lawrence. “Lots of folks like putting whatever on poutine and will combine them to create
their own.”

Besides all the intriguing possibilities of poutine, Lonnie’s on Market also serves up some
great meals to fill you up. From their burgers and subs, to tacos and breakfast, they’ll be
happy to make something for whatever you’re craving. They also have a tantalizing array of
goodies to fill that sweet tooth as well.
As some more orders came in, I followed Lawrence past the big pile of 50lb potato bags
into the kitchen. So I asked how many of those they went through. Lawrence said that they
go through about 50-80 of these huge bags in a week. All of which is shipped in from a local
farmer. “We try to buy local as much as possible,” he said.
With so much food coming out of the kitchen I had to ask what his favourite thing is on their
menu. “I like spicy myself, so either the Pulled Pork or Buffalo Chicken Poutine. In 12 years
I’ve not stopped eating pulled pork.” Then I asked what is his favourite thing to cook? “I think
the Breakfast. It’s good to make a full finished product that looks nice and that people are
going to enjoy. It fills people up. And its fun watching their face go, ‘wow!’”
Lonnie’s has a great tradition of helping out in the community too. They keep things local,
work together in the business community, connect with students and locals, and share
what they can with local organizations as well. They also have a unique way of helping out
the community and keeping the area clean. Earlier this year they were picked by Laurier to
host ‘The Butt Box.’ Each week, people get to vote on some fun questions by placing their
cigarette butts into one of two sides of the box. It a great way to interact with people and
keeps the community clean. The butts are even recycled after each vote.
If you haven’t already, make sure to head on down to Lonnie’s at 42 Market Street. They’ve
got a great selection of fresh, quick food that’s sure to fill you up. They’re open late (9am
– 3am Sunday to Wednesday, and 9am to 4am Thursday to Saturday) or you can get their
Take Out and Delivery if you can’t make it yourself.

link lonniesonmarket.com
facebook lonniesonmarket
, 42 Market St., Brantford
 519.752.0011

Have You Tried Our
Belgian Chocolate
Sea Salt Caramel Yet?
320 Colborne St. West Brantford
(Sobey’s Plaza) 519-751-1119

86 Dalhousie St. Brantford
519-304-7090
ninenorth.ca@gmail.com
www.ninenorth.ca
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WHAT BUYING LOCAL MEANS
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

JAIME JAGT
Facebook The-Shop-At-Sweetwater

W

e have all heard about the importance of buying local
when it comes to the holidays: a turkey from your
local butcher tastes better, a knit hat from the neighbour to
the left will help her pay for her daughter’s guitar lessons;
the local bookshop sponsors the minor hockey team so
all the neighbourhood kids get a chance to play. In an
increasingly volatile job market a small business can create
stable work for the community. The list is endless.
As a small business owner, I understand the draw and allure
of shopping the big box stores. It’s familiar, convenient and
there are no surprises; if you’ve been in one, you’ve been in
them all. But life is meant to be lived with surprises! Finding
a perfect one of a kind gift for that hard to buy for secret

Be seen with

Santa; being able to piece together a present that will suit
a friend who seems to have it all: this is what buying local
can do for you!
Allow me to introduce The Shop at Sweetwater. We are
located on 1 acre of woodland property dotted with
sugar maples that sits overlooking the vast farm fields
of Boston, Norfolk County. The peace and calm of our
surroundings will translate to the indoors where you will
find handmade pieces from over 30 different makers from
across Canada, focusing on Norfolk and Brant County. At
The Shop we have zero booths, zero “vendor spaces” and
are set up to make you feel like you are shopping in a store
with flow, purpose, and unity.
Open Tuesday through Sunday from 10am to 6pm, we want
to make it easy for you to support local and one of a kind
this Christmas season!

BSCENE

SPCA PET PICS WITH SANTA
November 17-18, 2018 • Brantford, ON

Submitted photo

The Shop at Sweetwater
3255 Cockshutt Road
Scotland, Ontario
Tuesday - Sunday
10am - 6pm
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for our
Feature Artists at the Shop segments!

A LOOK BACK AT NOVEMBER THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

JASON FREEZE

DECEMBER 2018
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PHILIPSARABURA
artistic director

presents

SATURDAY DECEMBER 8, 2018 7:30 PM
SANDERSON CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

featuring the

Elmer Iseler Singers
BSCENE

MUSIC SCENE

CHRISTMAS BELLS ARE RINGING AT THE BSO!
Tickets available at The Sanderson Centre Box Office
or online at sandersoncentre.ca or call 519.758.8090
Tickets: $30 or $40 for adults, $20 for students
(children and elementary students are free).

Learn more about our shows at
brantfordsymphony.ca
/Brantford.Symphony

/bsobrant

Looking for Christmas gift ideas? Give the gift of music by
ordering tickets to our Valentine Brunch!

A Valentine Brunch

10th

sundayfebruary

1:00 PM

Includes brunch buffet and live music
performance by a group of BSO musicians.
Music by Bach and his Baroque buddies
Brantford Polish Hall
519.753.0414 154 Pearl St.
Brantford Symphony Orchestra
519.759.8781
www.brantfordsymphony.ca

45

$

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE
onstagedirect.com/bso

AIDA STEENKIST

twitter @BSOBrant
facebook Brantford.Symphony
🔗 brantfordsymphony.ca

T

The Christmas musical season is upon us, and that means it’s time for the
annual Brantford Symphony Christmas show! On Saturday, December 8
at 7:30pm., come out to the Sanderson Centre (don’t leave the kids at home –
children and elementary students get in FREE!) to hear all your favourite Christmas
tunes performed by the fabulous Brantford Symphony, with our very special guests,
The Elmer Iseler Singers.
This year we’re trying something new and innovative - we’re putting the Choir
in front of the orchestra! That’s right; you won’t have any trouble seeing the
choir stuck way back behind the orchestra, and the sound techs won’t struggle
with balancing microphones to make sure you can hear the Choir just right
above the massive sound of the orchestra. You’ll be able to see and hear all the
instrumentalists and singers in perfect harmony, and oh, what perfect harmony
they will make! The fully professional Brantford Symphony will be matched with the
equally excellent Iseler Singers, making for a high quality performance. We’re really,
really excited about this concert!
We are also keeping up a tradition that started six years ago - the ringing of the
bells. You are invited to bring a bell (or bells) with you to the concert, and instead
of applause, you ring your bell! Bring what you’ve got - dinner bells, sleigh bells,
cellphone ringers, cowbells, triangles.... it doesn’t matter! Just bring it and ring it! If
you haven’t experienced the sound yet, you’ll be amazed and mesmerized by the
fantastic sound that fills the hall all around you after each number. There will even
be a chance for you to ring your bells with the orchestra when it plays (appropriately
enough) the Carol of the Bells! If you don’t have a bell to bring, there will be some
available for a small price in the lobby before the show.
Come out to the Sanderson Centre on Saturday December 8 at 7:30pm. We know
you’ll be glad you did!
After the Christmas show, the BSO’s next event is its annual “Brunch with Bach” at
the Polish Hall on Pearl Street. The Brunch combines excellent traditional brunch
fare in a warm and comfortable banquet facility, with light and lively chamber music
provided by select members of the Brantford Symphony. Going into its fourth
year, the “Brunch with Bach” is a popular way to have a wonderful brunch with
special friends and family, while supporting a cultural jewel that has been a part
of Brantford’s history for over fifty years!” The “Brunch with Bach” takes place on
Sunday, February 10, 2019 at 1 pm at the Polish Hall. Tickets are $45 (includes
brunch and a live performance) and are available online at: www.onstagedirect.com.
These make great Christmas gifts!
Tickets for our February School concerts at the Sanderson Centre go on sale Dec.
1st, featuring Platypus Theatre’s “Bach to the Future.” Show times are Wednesday,
February 20 at 1pm and Thursday, February 21 at 10:30am and 12:30pm. For more
information, please go to our website at: www.brantfordsymphony.ca.

BSCENE.ca
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GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!
HUMAN RESOURCES

HEALTH & WELLNESS

TIPS FOR A HAPPY AND SAFE
(WORKPLACE) HOLIDAY

THE HOLIDAY SEASON
BRINGS HOLIDAY EATING!

H

appy Holidays from Kissinger HR
Services! Here are some helpful tips
on navigating the Holidays from an Employer
perspective. From accommodating religious
celebrations for non-Christian faiths, to getting
intoxicated Employees home from the office
party, here are the top 4 topics of 2018:
1. Celebrations for Non-Christian faiths:
Not everyone celebrates Christmas on
December 25. In these cases, the workers
are entitled to take the day(s) off at the time
of year that they would celebrate. If your
workplace closes down over the traditional
Christmas break and they are “forced” to
take the time off, they can still celebrate
at their traditional celebration time, and
can use vacation or take the time off as an
unpaid leave of absence.
2. Holiday closures: Some employers want
to shut down for the holiday period, either
due to lack of business or to be helpful for
families with school-aged children and those
who want to travel. While the employer is
free to adopt this policy, it is a good idea to
adopt it early enough in the year to allow
workers to “save” and use lieu time or
vacation time that they may have available,
and to be prepared to take the days as
unpaid time off.
3. Does the employer have to pay for taxis
and/or hotel rooms? This is still a bit tricky.
There have been lawsuits that established
an employer’s “due diligence” when ensuring
that employees who are impaired are able
to get home safely. If you are going to allow
alcohol (and/or Cannabis) at your party, and

Prevent indigestion, gas and bloating this
holiday season with these tips:

KATHRYN KISSINGER
especially if the employee would have to
drive more than a half hour (making the cost
of a taxi prohibitive), the company should
pay for at least a portion of the taxi and/or
hotel room, if only because it is cheaper than
the lawsuit.
4. How do the new smoking rules apply? The
“new” smoking rules, which permit Cannabis
to be consumed wherever tobacco can be
consumed, bring more risk into the party
picture. Some of my clients are taking
this opportunity to remove all “impairing
substances” from the holiday party just
to decrease their liability. But either way,
employers need to be aware of the use of
Cannabis at the holiday party, to avoid legal
liability in the event of an accident.
Call us today for more information on these
topics!

Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254
kissingerhrservices.com

W

enzymes when you are celebrating this
season. A full spectrum enzyme taken
with meals can reduce the unpleasant
symptoms that holiday feasting can bring.

1. Do not drink large quantities of liquids with
your meals as this dilutes digestive juices
– particularly not with ice cubes! This slows
digestion and delays gastric emptying.
If you need to, just sip on some room
temperature water throughout the meal.
Water is best consumed between meals –
which leads me to the next tip...

4. The final tip for preventing digestive issues
during the holidays and perhaps the most
important is this: be kind with your words,
season them and keep them sweet since
you may have to eat them later! Spending
time with relatives and co-workers can be
stressful and nothing is worse for digestion
than strife!

2. Many people serve fruit as a healthy
alternative to traditional desserts. Although
this is a healthier choice, from a digestive
standpoint this contributes to gas and
bloating. Fruit is best consumed between
meals and is an ideal snack.

Have a Merry Christmas and a Healthy &
Happy New Year!

3. Your mother probably already told you to
“chew chew chew” your food. Put your fork
down between bites and slow down and let
your brain catch up and register that your
stomach is full. Chewing is the first part of
digestion – a greater burden is placed on
the digestive system when you gulp food
down. When we overeat, there simply aren’t
enough enzymes present in comparison
to the volume of food and therefore food
doesn’t fully break down resulting in
incomplete digestion. You may want to
consider supplementing with digestive

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

DEBT SERVICE RATIOS

M

T

Inductive charging (also known as wireless
charging or cordless charging) uses an
electromagnetic field to transfer energy
between two objects through electromagnetic
induction. Energy is sent through an inductive
coupling to an electrical device, which can then
use that energy to charge batteries or run the
device
As for safety, there’s really nothing to worry
about. The average induction charger creates
a field no more dangerous than radio waves,
and it isn’t strong enough to have any effect on
the human body. While wireless charging has
improved dramatically over the past few years,
wired charging is still generally faster. Wireless
charging is convenient and saves wear and tear
on the charging port of your phone.

1. The charger should be Qi-Certified. (Qi is a
standard that both Apple, Samsung and most
cell phone manufacturers use in their wireless
charging systems)

The Hollow Willow Health Store
15 Grand River St. N.
Paris, ON
thehollowwillowhealthstore.ca
519-442-6001

he history of your personal credit and past
finances is an extremely important part of the
auto loan application process. For good reasons,
lenders want to know as much as possible about
these histories.

STEVE & LORRAINE
GARNHAM
2. A 5 Watt charger will charge the phone at
standard rates.
3. If you want to fast charge an Apple phone
look for a charger that has Apple 7.5 Watt
compatibility.
4. If you want to fast charge a Samsung
phone it needs to be have Samsung 9 Watt
mode compatibility.
Wireless charging is a great convenient feature.
If you have any more questions about wireless
charging we would be happy to answer your
questions at CPR Cell Phone Repair Brantford.

It is not a good idea to leave your phone on the
charger at 100% for long periods of time as this
will cause your battery to degrade faster and not
hold a charge as long. This is the same for wired
charging as well.
When you’re shopping for a wireless charger
there are some points to consider.

For your health and more look for the orange
door of The Hollow Willow Health Store...

CAR BUYING

WIRELESS CHARGERS
ost cell phones now allow for the use of a
wireless charging option. Apple was the
latest to allow this option with the iPhone 8 and
newer models. Samsung and many other brands
have had this option for several generations of
phones.

SUSAN SERRE, RHN

e’ve entered that time of year where
over-indulging at various holiday
gatherings is hard to resist. The result is gas,
burping, digestive upset and heart burn.
Here are some helpful tips that may help to
minimize your discomfort this season:

185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford
519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

Your current debt-to-income ratio serves as one
of the most important factors for auto financing.
This ratio represents that percentage of your total
monthly income (before tax) that gets eaten up by
your current debt payments.
Tips to help you Get Approved
Getting approved for auto financing is a big
financial event, so it’s worth the time to invest in
yourself and get the best auto loan possible.
• Take Advantage of Your Yearly Free Credit
Report
Since your lender will be checking your credit
history, you should know what they might find.
You can request a credit report from each of
the two major agencies once a year for free.
This request will improve your overall credit
score, and it will give you valuable information
for the approval process.
• Dispute Errors on Your Credit Report
Once you have your credit report, take the time
to review everything thoroughly. If you find any
incorrect or missing information, you should
follow each bureau’s instructions for disputing
these errors on your credit report. Make sure
that you remove all old accounts and mistakes
in your data.
• Consolidating/Closing Credit Cards
Before applying for an auto loan, it’s always a
good idea to consolidate some of your credit

ZSOLT RACZ
cards and pay off as much debt on these cards
as you can. If you have a substantial amount
of revolving debt, it may also help to close
some of your credit card accounts. However,
be careful not to close the older credit card
accounts because the total average age of
your accounts plays a role in determining your
credit score.
Any time you apply for auto financing, you’re
basically asking the lender to take a risk on you.
By bringing these essential items and knowledge
with you, you can make it easier on the lender and
get a favorable result!
If you’d like to learn more or have any questions,
feel free to contact our friendly non-commission
finance team!

Trip’s Auto Inc.
50 King George Rd. Brantford
tripsauto.ca
519.752.2277
Mon-Fri 9am-6pm / Sat. 9am-5pm

BScene is proud to offer advice from local experts for issues important to you. The advice provided is that of the participant and is not endorsed, nor does it necessarily reflect the opinion of BScene.
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5 TIPS TO PREPARE YOUR
HOME FOR CHRISTMAS

TEXT MESSAGING FOR
BUSINESS

Well, now you can! Cozzmic is happy to
announce that it now provides a service
that allows you to keep your business
phone number for both phone calls and
texting. Now, if someone texts your
business number you can receive and
respond to the messages in several ways.
All text messages are available on an
online portal that you may use like instant
messaging. You can choose to have text
messages sent to one or more email
addresses, and replies to the email will be
sent to the recipient as a text message.
These options allow you to have multiple
people responding to text messages. You
can also choose to have text messages
sent to your cell phone as a text message,
although replies will be direct to the
recipient as a text from your cell phone.

9

HOME

COMMUNICATIONS

Text messaging has become more
popular with many people choosing text
messaging over email or phone calls.
Text messages also tend to be read and
responded to faster than email. How great
would it be to have your business number
available for texting to and from your
customers?

facebook Twitter BSCENEPaper

C
ROB SIMMONS
promotions to customers, or emergency
messages to staff.
A nice advanced feature is automatic
responses that can automatically send a
reply based on the time of day (after hours
messages) or based on the message
received. For example, try texting smsinfo
to 519.756.0741 to learn more.
Note that this does not require you to have
Cozzmic Communications as your phone
provider but we would love to talk/text to
you about that as well.

You can also broadcast a text message to
a group, similar to email campaigns. This
provides an easy way to send out new

hristmas is on the way! This time of year is all
about time at home with family and friends.
If you are more than a little house proud, you will
currently be in the midst of preparing your home
for the holiday season. To make your life easier,
and to help you stop your panic attacks, here are
five tips to prepare your home for Christmas:

CHRIS SCHMIDT
decisions for your home.
4) Make it a Family Affair

1) Start early
The sooner you can start planning, preparing
and perfecting your home for the festive
season, the better. Start making lists of
everything you need to do before December
25th - home improvements, gift ideas,
decorations, and menus. This will help you to
structure the preparations!
2) De-Clutter & Spring Clean
Before you start buying things for the home
(decorations, gifts, food & drink, etc.) make
plenty of room. De-clutter your home,
cupboards, fridge, storage spaces and garage.
The old saying “out with the old and in with the
new” is important for Christmas time. Use this
time of year to throw out garbage, clear out
closets and prepare for the oncoming clutter!

The best way to escape the stress of
Christmas house preparation is to involve
others. Delegate jobs to friends and family
members. This will not only help lighten the
load for you, but will make the whole process
more enjoyable!
5) Relax & Enjoy
Christmas is a busy time and nothing is ever
going to go perfectly to plan. Try not to take
anything too seriously, if the tree doesn’t look
picture perfect or the food takes a little longer
than expected, don’t let it ruin the day and
enjoy the well-deserved time out.

3) Colour Scheme & Finishing DIY Projects

Cozzmic Communications
519.756.0741
www.COZZMIC.com
facebook.com/cozzmicphone

Before you go out to buy decorations and/or
home renovation materials, make some initial
decisions on budget, the look you want to
achieve, and your colour scheme. Button up
any DIY renovations and finish those projects
that require that last 10% to make it complete.
Looking to change your wall colour? Take into
account the current furniture and floor colours.
We are always here to help you make the right

The Colour Shoppe Inc.
41 Morton Ave. East
519.753.3406
colourshoppeinc.com

THE HOLIDAYS ARE A TIME OF GIVING
HILARY WRATHALL

link hilarywrathall.com
envelope hilary@peakalliance.ca

A

t this time of year we are all planning parties with friends, co-workers and families. We also need to
remember the lonely people who are all around us but might remain unseen. I will be looking for a person
or family who needs a doorstep package.
This wonderful idea gives a package of food, toiletries and treats to someone in need or alone. It only needs
to be as large as you can manage and can be anonymous if you decide. Let us all spread a little PEACE and
GOODWILL as far as we can this holiday season.
The New Year is a time of new beginnings, perhaps you are planning yours? Perhaps you are helping a senior
plan theirs? I am here to help, I have a team of experts and advisors I can introduce you to, they are all ready
to complete those projects and jobs that have been put off.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Declutter/organize your home
Contractors, painters, handymen
Electricians
Roofers
Plumbers
Cleaners
Gardeners

As soon as the holidays are over call me and let me know how I can help you plan your next step. If the
weather is bad, then I can come to you, we can have tea and chat. As my slogan says, “Hilary Helps” and I live
by my word!

Hilary Wrathall
Sales Representative
 Direct 519.774.1279
 Office 519.442.3100
 hilary@peakalliance.ca
 hilarywrathall.com
/HilaryWrathallSRESRealtor

You can give me a call at 519-774-1279 or send me an email at hilary@peakalliance.ca for a private
consultation.
You can give me a call at 519-774-1279 or send me an email at
hilary@peakalliance.ca for a private consultation.

27 William St. Paris
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Holiday
Shopping Guide
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Free contest entry with every online family dinner
order for the entire NBA G-League season.
Over 20 games available!

Your Hometown Consignment Store

(must submit your email address)

Family is number one! Your four seats for family or
friends will be beside the 905 team bench and will
include a private server so you’ll never miss a
minute of the action!!
Order online at:

www.mercasa.ca

Unique Gifting for Kids
10 King George Rd. — Dairee Delite Plaza

megsandclarke.com

Twitter BSCENEPaper
11
DECEMBERB2018
oms
Blo
rantford facebook

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
Brantford
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com





Burgers & Fries
Wings
Poutine
Wraps

Florist

344 Colborne St. Brantford
 226-260-3121
 info@brantfordblooms.com
 www.brantfordblooms.com

Fresh
Flowers
&
Unique
Designs

Goo’s Delivers

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays

Give the giﬅ of

Health & Fitness

Gift certificates are available for pool and fitness memberships,
programs, swag and more. There’s something for everyone on your list!

FREE

Opening First Week of Dec.
Holiday Open House Coming
Join Mailing List
Classes Coming Soon
Meet our Kitchen Manager
Sign up for Membership

Wayne Gretzky Centre
water bottle with the
purchase of a
$25 gift certificate!
While supplies last.
Offer expires December 31, 2018.

waynegretzkysportscentre.ca

519-756-9900

20 Roy Blvd. Unit #34 Brantford 519-757-6527
 OurKitchenBrantford.ca
 OurKitchenBrantford

 info@ourkitchenbrantford.ca
 ourkitchenbrantford

BE A PART OF IT

Give the gift of entertainment this holiday season
Gift certificates available in any denomination
sandersoncentre.ca
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CRUNCH FITNESS IS HERE TO STAY!
programming - a first in Canada. We like to call
it our “adult jungle gym” offering various classes
such as StrongHIIT, AccelerateHIIT, PunchHIIT and
ExtremeHIIT.
We are truly a health club best known for making
serious exercise fun by fusing fitness and
entertainment as well as promoting a philosophy of
#itscrunchtime and #nolimits. We serve a fitness
community for all types of people, with all types of
goals, exercising all different ways, and working it
out together all at the same place.

CHRISTINE MACARTHUR
link crunch.com
facebook crunch
twitter @crunchgym
instagram crunchgym

C

runch Fitness in Brantford offers the most
bang-for-the-buck! For as low as $9.95
a month, our members get state-of-the-art
equipment, online nutrition and a free Crunch One
Kick Off session to review goals and objectives
with our knowledgeable fitness consultants.
For a few dollars more, we up the ante with our
exclusive group fitness programming, which is
world-renowned. Our classes, including Belly, Butt
& Thighs Bootcamp, Top It Off, BodyWeb with TRX,
Hatha Flow, Tread N’ Shed, Yoga Body Sculpt and
Zumba, draw in new members all the time. Over
and beyond this, we offer our proprietary small
group training with our brand new HIITZone, our
extraordinary functional training experience and

Equipped with bright colours and motivational
slogans plastered on the walls to enhance the
member experience creating a branded and
engaging atmosphere, each Crunch Fitness
is designed to reflect our positive message of
inclusiveness, social responsibility, and to remind
members that exercising should be awesome.
We want to inspire every single person that walks
through our doors. Members are our number one
priority. Always have been, always will be.
We are NOW so very happy to have opened our
doors in Brantford – our new family and our new
community. Come by 565 West Street to see us
today as we are here to stay!

#BRANTastic

Holiday Shopping Guide
Merry Christmas
&

250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
 ben@positanowine.com
 www.positanowine.com
 positanowinesandcoffee
Thank You Brantford for an Amazing Year
Great Things to Come in the New Year

Happy Holidays
 Holiday
 Gifts
 Gift

Wine

Cards

facebook Twitter BSCENEPaper

DECEMBER 2018
EVENT NAME
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BSCENE
PULL-OUT
EVENT GUIDE
Visit bscene.ca for more event information.
Submit your events online using our convenient
submission form! Closing date for next edition: DEC. 20
Email cancellations and changes to events@bscene.ca

YOUR GUIDE TO
123 EVENTS IN
BRANTFORD, BRANT
AND SIX NATIONS.

BSCENE
PUZZLES

LOCATION

START TIME

13

CATEGORY

ONGOING EVENTS
DEC. 1 - 7 • 12 Days of Christmas Giveaway (Tourism Brantford)

Facebook or Instagram @TourismBrantford

Community

DEC. 1 - 31 • Lottery Calendars on Sale (Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk)

Habitat Brant ReStore

DEC. 1 - JAN. 1 • Brantford Lights at Glenhyrst

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

DEC. 2, 9, 16 • Sensitive Santa is Coming to Town

Lynden Park Mall

Community

DEC. 3 - 31 • Admission Sale to Mohawk Chapel

Her majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks

Community

DEC. 3 - 14 (Mon to Fri) • Christmas Baskets Registration

Lynden Park Mall, old Sears location

DEC. 3 - JAN. 6 • Teacher Registration: Meaning of Home National Writing Contest

www.meaningofhome.ca

Community
06:00 PM

9:00 AM

Community

Community
Education

DEC. 3, 10, 17 & 31 • Free Trivia

Buck’s Tavern

07:00 PM

Entertainment

DEC. 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 • Zumba Fitness with Joan Minnery

St. Basil’s Church

07:00 PM

Sports

DEC. 4, 11 & 18 • Free Amateur Poker Club

Manny’s Place

07:00 PM

Entertainment

DEC. 5, 12, 19 & 26 • FREE Mindfulness Meditation

Modo Yoga Brantford

06:00 PM

Sports

DEC. 5, 12, 19 & 26 • Free Amateur Poker Club

Buck’s Tavern

07:00 PM

Entertainment

DEC. 6, 13, 20 & 27 • Free Amateur Poker Club

Sammy’s Creamery

07:00 PM

Entertainment

DEC. 6, 13, 20 & 27 • Zumba Fitness with Joan Minnery

Sydenham-Heritage United Church

07:00 PM

Sports

DEC. 7, 14, 21 & 28 • Dungeons & Dragons Drop-In (high school students only)

County of Brant Public Library (Paris)

03:00 PM

Entertainment

Tickets on Christmas Baskets (Brantford Lions Club)

Brantford Farmers Market

7:00 AM

Community

Christmas Bazaar - St. Basil Parish

St. Basil’s R.C. Church

9:00 AM

Community

Christmas Market and Tea Room

Tranquility Place Retirement Community

9:00 AM

Community

Blood Donor Clinic

Branlyn Community Centre

9:15 AM

Community

The Breakfast with Santa Event

Natural Path Fitness and Nutrition

9:30 AM

Community

Brantford Potters Guild Christmas Pottery Sale

Woodman Park Community Centre

10:00 AM

Community

Multi Vendor Expo

Paris Fairgrounds

10:00 AM

Community

The Spa Within Holiday Open House

The Spa Within

01:00 PM

Community

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1 2018

Chris Strei (Acoustic Cafe)

Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Entertainment

All Aboard the Polar Express

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

02:30 PM

Entertainment

Author Visit & Book Launch: Marsha Skrypuch & Van Ho

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

02:30 PM

Education

Fortnite Tournament

LAN Planet

06:00 PM

Entertainment

Paris Santa Claus Parade

Downtown Paris

06:00 PM

Entertainment

Hwy 24

Dunsdon Legion Branch #461

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Paris Fairgrounds

10:00 AM

Community

Brantford Potters Guild Christmas Pottery Sale

Woodman Park Community Centre

12:00 PM

Community

Blues for Soldiers Sundays: Robin Banks & Howitzer Blues Band

Brant Artillery Gunners Club

02:00 PM

Entertainment

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2 2018
Multi Vendor Expo

Brantford Open Stage

Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre

02:00 PM

Entertainment

Christmas Service

Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks

02:00 PM

Community

The Annual Winter Recital The Nutcracker (Elite Dance Centre)

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

02:00 PM

The Arts

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

10:30 AM

Entertainment

Letterkenny Live the Encore!

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

06:30 PM

Entertainment

Brantford Writers’ Circle Annual Book Launch

Thorpe Brothers Carriage House

07:00 PM

Community

How To Be More Successful Online

TBA

8:30 AM

Education

Kids Night Out Holiday Edition

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

06:30 PM

Community

Burford Agricultural Center

07:00 PM

Community

Blood Donor Clinic

Woodman Park Community Centre

04:20 PM

Community

Lego Club

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

06:30 PM

Entertainment

Home for the Holidays with Matt Dusk (Habitat for Humanity BrantNorfolk)

Brantford Convention Centre

07:30 PM

Entertainment

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3 2018
Mistletoe Mondays: Frosty the Snowman

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4 2018

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5 2018
Quarters for Cuba
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 2018

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7 2018

SUDOKU
How To Play:

Complete the grid so each column, row and 3 X 3 box
(with bold borders) contains every number 1 to 9.

Difficulty Level : 1
Used with permission from
http://en.top-sudoku.com
For solution see page 15

Tickets on Christmas Baskets (Brantford Lions Club)

Brantford Farmers Market

9:00 AM

Community

Book Signing w Jeremy Woodley

Gospel Lighthouse Christian Bookstore

12:00 PM

Education

The Living Nativity

Harmony Square

07:00 PM

Community

Benjamin Dakota Rogers presents A Christmas Concert

Mount Pleasant Community Centre

08:00 PM

Entertainment

The Living Nativity

Harmony Square

08:00 PM

Community

Tim Gibbons Band

Warmington’s Bistro

08:00 PM

Entertainment

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8 2018
Sensitive Santa is Coming to Town

Canadian Deaf Blind Association in Paris

Community

Tickets on Christmas Baskets (Brantford Lions Club)

Brantford Farmers Market

7:00 AM

Community

Christmas Artisan market

New Life Assembly

10:00 AM

Community

Christmas Sale & Bake Table (benefit Stedman Hospice)

Grace Anglican Church

10:00 AM

Community

Jerry Johnson (Acoustic Cafe)

Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Entertainment

Christmas Night Market - Paris

Paris Fairgrounds

4:00 PM

Community

Dwayne LaForme’s Annual Birthday Bash w Dwayne LaForme’s Boogie
Blues & surprise guests

Jeffrey’s Lounge

03:00 PM

Entertainment

Burford Santa Claus Parade

Burford Comm. Centre, King St. to Park Ave & Burford
Fairgrounds

05:00 PM

Entertainment

Call of Duty MW Tournament

LAN Planet

06:00 PM

Entertainment
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●
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●

Voice Over Services
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com
yvonne@roundtablepr.com
Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

LOCATION

START TIME

CATEGORY

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8 2018 continued
St. George Santa Claus Parade

Scott & Beverly, Main St. to Andrew St.

06:00 PM

Entertainment

The Living Nativity

Harmony Square

07:00 PM

Community

Christmas Bells w the Elmer Iseler Singers (BSO)

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Loose Change

Dunsdon Legion #461

08:00 PM

Entertainment

The Living Nativity

Harmony Square

08:00 PM

Community

Blues for Soldiers Sundays: Mark LaForme with Howitzer Blues Band

Brant Artillery Gunners Club

02:00 PM

Entertainment

At Christmas Time (Brant County Singers)

Fairview United Church

03:00 PM

Entertainment

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 2018

Storybook Christmas Party & Free Skate

Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre

03:30 PM

Entertainment

Murder Mystery Dinner

Myra’s Bar & Grill

06:00 PM

Entertainment

The Living Nativity

Harmony Square

07:00 PM

Community

The Nutcracker - A Canadian Tradition

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:00 PM

The Arts

The Living Nativity

Harmony Square

08:00 PM

Community

Mistletoe Mondays: Holiday Caroling

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

10:30 AM

Entertainment

Brantford Downtown Jazz presents Avery Raquel

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

08:00 PM

Entertainment

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10 2018

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11 2018
Blood Donor Clinic

Brantford and District Civic Centre

02:25 PM

Community

Tech Coach at the Library

County of Brant Public Library (Burford)

05:00 PM

Education

Kids Night Out Holiday Edition

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

06:30 PM

Community

Tranquility Place Retirement Community

9:00 AM

Education

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12 2018
Breakfast Speaker Series: history of Christmas - Bell Homestead
Seniors @ BPL Annual Seasonal Celebration

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

02:30 PM

Community

Let’s Talk About ADHD

County of Brant Public Library (Paris)

06:30 PM

Education

Shantero Productions presents Lunch at Allen’s

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Opportunity Knocks (Indigenous Youth gr. 9-12 & Dec. 14 & 15)

White Oaks Resort and Spa (Niagara on the Lake)

02:00 PM

Education

Lego Club

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

06:30 PM

Entertainment

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13 2018

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14 2018
Tickets on Christmas Baskets (Brantford Lions Club)

Brantford Farmers Market

9:00 AM

Community

Murder Mystery Dinner

Myra’s Bar & Grill

06:00 PM

Entertainment

Music Trivia

Dunsdon Legion Branch #461

07:30 PM

Entertainment

The Mike Branton Band

Warmington’s Bistro

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Brantford Farmers Market

7:00 AM

Community

Santa’s Workshop Vendor Sale

T.B. Costain/SC Johnson Community Centre

01:00 PM

Community

The Burtch Hillbillies (Acoustic Cafe)

Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Entertainment

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15 2018
Tickets on Christmas Baskets (Brantford Lions Club)

Our Community’s BEST EVENT GUIDE
� Submit

Events online @ www.bscene.ca or

email events@bscene.ca by the 20th of Each Month

� Visit www.bscene.ca

Event Information

for Even More

Fortnite Tournament

LAN Planet

06:00 PM

Entertainment

Curtain Call Entertainment presents Christmas In Nashville

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Murray Williams

Dunsdon Legion Branch #461

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Blues for Soldiers Sundays: Sylvia Dee & The Boyfriend w Howitzer Blues
Band

Brant Artillery Gunners Club

02:00 PM

Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage

Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre

02:00 PM

Entertainment

The Next Generation Leahy

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House)

07:00 PM

The Arts

Digital Photos

T.B. Costain/SC Johnson Community Centre

06:00 PM

Education

It’s a Wonderful Life ~ A Live Radio Play (high tea at 5:00pm)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House)

07:00 PM

The Arts

County of Brant Public Library (St. George)

01:00 PM

Education

Jeffrey’s Lounge

08:00 PM

Entertainment

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 2018

MONDAY, DECEMBER 17 2018
It’s a Wonderful Life ~ A Live Radio Play (High Tea at 5pm)
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18 2018

Merry Christmas

Merry Christmas
Happy Holidays
&
Happy New Yearand have a
from the BScene#BRANTastic
Team

New Year!

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19 2018
Tech Coach at the Library
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20 2018
Jeff Harding
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21 2018
Blood Donor Clinic

Burford Fairgrounds

03:05 PM

Community

What Christmas Means to Me

Sydenham-Heritage United Church

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Bill Durst with The Steve Grisbrook Trio

Warmington’s Bistro

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Saxation (Acoustic Cafe)

Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Entertainment

Blue Christmas

Pleasant Valley Church

07:00 PM

Community

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22 2018

Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network
of Engaged Community Members

Jason Freeze
jason@bscene.ca

226.802.2299

Handel’s Messiah - Singalong (Grand River Chorus)

Grace Anglican Church

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Two For The Road

Dunsdon Legion Branch #461

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Christmas Cantata: Love Came Down at Christmas

Fairview United Church

10:30 AM

Community

Blues for Soldiers Christmas: Chuck Jackson & Cheryl Lescom w
Howitzer Blues Band

Brant Artillery Gunners Club

02:00 PM

Entertainment

Paris Fairgrounds

9:10 AM

Community

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23 2018

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24 2018
Blood Donor Clinic

DECEMBER 2018
EVENT NAME

LOCATION

START TIME

15

CATEGORY

SOLUTION

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27 2018
Tech Coach at the Library

facebook Twitter BSCENEPaper

County of Brant Public Library (Paris)

05:00 PM

Education

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

10:30 AM

Entertainment

to our Sudoku puzzle (Page 13)

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28 2018
New Year’s Noise Makers
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29 2018
Jazzy Pearls (Acoustic Cafe)

Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Entertainment

Fortnite Tournament

LAN Planet

06:00 PM

Entertainment

Brant Artillery Gunners Club

02:00 PM

Entertainment

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

11:00 AM

Entertainment

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30 2018
Blues for Soldiers Sundays: Mike “Mudfoot” McDonald with Howitzer
Blues Band
MONDAY, DECEMBER 31 2018
Noon Year’s Eve
New Year’s Eve - buffet & classical guitarist Cuneyt

Myra’s Bar & Gill

05:00 PM

Entertainment

New Year’s Eve with Two For The Road

Dunsdon Legion Branch #461

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Dunsdon Legion Branch #461

01:00 PM

Entertainment

Community Skate Exchange

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

04:00 PM

Community

Spidey

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

06:30 PM

Entertainment

Winter Wonderland Princess Ball 2019

Brantford Polish Hall

11:00 AM

Entertainment

Winter Wonderland Princess Ball 2019

Brantford Polish Hall

02:30 PM

Entertainment

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2019!
TUESDAY, JANUARY 1 2019
New Year’s Day: Dunsdon Legion Levy w Two For The Road
FRIDAY, JANUARY 4 2019

SATURDAY, JANUARY 5 2019

JACK DE KEYZER HEADLINES NEW YEARS DAY
was time to replace the crowd favourite
guitarist to compliment Jerome’s wild
stage antics on New Year’s Day - enter
super blues Hero Jack deKeyzer!

link grandriverblues.org

P

robably the most famous New Year’s tradition is the
dropping of the New Year ball in Times Square, New
York City, at 11:59 p.m. Thousands gather to watch the ball
make its one-minute descent, arriving exactly at midnight.
Another tradition is the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, California.
The Tournament of Roses parade that precedes the football
game on New Year’s day is made up of elaborate and
inventive floats.
In Brantford it has become the tradition for over twenty
years to welcome in the New Year on January 1st and party
like it’s nineteen ninety-nine with the rockin’ blues of the
Jack de Keyzer Band and Jerome Godboo. The boomers
have long given up on New Years Eve parties and save
their energy to party with Jack and company at a more
reasonable time of day on the first day of the year. The band
does not disappoint and has the sold out crowd up and
dancing on their first song and keeps them up for the rest of
the night.
So how did this tradition get started? One really has to thank
Dave Leyland, owner of the long gone but often imitated
Poor Folks Deli on Market Street Brantford, who opened
up the biggest little party club on New Years Day. Dave had
already started (which became hugely popular) Saturday
afternoon Blues Matinees where guests would front a blues
power trio consisting of Mike Fitzpatrick Drums (Downchild),
Larry Goodhand Guitar (Rest in Peace) and Denis Rondeau
Bass (Brantford’s own Bass Master). Every New Year’s Day
from the early nineties Poor Folks Deli would pack party
revelers into the small venue to witness two members of
explosive 90s rock band the Phantoms. They were led by
their charismatic front man Jerome Godboo who was a
dead ringer at the time for the late Jim Morrison of The
Doors. Joe Toole captivated crowds with his unique guitar
stylings and vocals with a cig firmly planted on the corner of
his lip.
When Joe decided to hang up his beat up Telecaster it

For over 20 years Jack’s powerhouse
band have been packing them in
various Brantford venues on the first
day of the year. The last several years
the New Years Day Show was expertly
presented by Vic Mirco of Big Vic Events.
Unfortunately, Vic is recovering from a
major stroke from 2017 at St. Joesph’s
Lifecare Centre.
The Grand River Blues Society is hosting
this year’s New Year’s Day as a Charity
Concert in support of St. Joseph’s
Lifecare Centre and the continuing
Youth Programs of the Grand River Blues
Society.
A much-celebrated musician, de Keyzer
has been nominated for the Juno (Blues
Album of the Year) five times and won
the Juno twice in 2003 and 2010. He
has won seven Maple Blues Awards, first
place in the International Songwriting
Competition and won CBC’s Great
Canadian Blues Award from a poll of
radio listeners. Always touring with
an incredible band, Jack will have you
rocking in your seat and swaying to his
hot blues, soulful R&B and cool soul jazz.
Toronto singer and harmonica player
Jerome Godboo is an accomplished and
exceptional bluesman, his bending harp
skills have been sought by everyone
from Ronnie Hawkins to the late Jeff
Healey and he continues to mesmerize
all who witness him onstage including
the judges at the International blues
Challenge 2014 held in Memphis where
Jerome took home the Lee Oskar best harmonica player
award. The one-time local legend of explosive 90s rock
band the Phantoms, Jerome has released 14 albums in his
25-plus year career.

Start 2019 off right at The Polish Hall on Pearl Street on New
Year’s Day! Get you advance tickets early and arrive early
as seating is limited. Delicious Polish food will be served up
with the rockin’ blues for your dancin’ shoes.
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December 31, 2018
9:00 pm-12:00 am

Live music featuring:
9:00 pm Robin Benedict
9:45 pm See You Next Thursday
10:50 pm The Dirty Pioneers
Additional free fun includes:
• Ice-skating
• Face painting
• Photo booth and
FIREWORKS @ midnight!
HarmonySquare.ca

facebook Twitter BSCENEPaper
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NATUROPATHIC NEIGHBOUR
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D ONT “ STR E S S ” A B OUT IT
Stock Photo

DR. ONKAR SINGH, BSc, N.D.
link ndoc.ca
Facebook @HolisticHealingArtsCentre

I

t is estimated that 75% - 80% of visits to doctors are due to stress related ailments.
Stress is a leading factor in deaths from heart disease, cancer, stroke, lower respiratory
diseases and accidents. By taking a thorough case intake, performing relevant physical
exams along with any pertinent blood testing, a Naturopathic Doctor can create a unique
stress management plan for you.

address adrenal fatigue. Herbs like Rhodiola and Ashwagandha have consistently proven to
be beneficial in optimizing the function of the adrenal glands.
Acupuncture treatments may also be recommended. Not only will acupuncture help to
harmonize the flow of qi and thus relieve tension and anxiety, it gives the individual an
opportunity to relax for 20-30 minutes.

Naturopathic Doctors often assess your adrenal glands as they are important when it
comes to the stress response. When stress becomes a chronic concern, the adrenal
glands can become “over taxed” or as we would term, “adrenal fatigue”

When a proper treatment plan is implemented, patients begin to feel and look well, sleep
better, and have more energy and motivation. There is no reason that you should be living
your life in a constant state of stress or “always trying to catch up.”

Adrenal fatigue can be associated with intense or prolonged periods of stress, during or
after an acute or chronic infection (especially pneumonia, influenza, bronchitis), emotional
trauma, and physical trauma to name a few. Symptoms of adrenal fatigue may include: a
sense of feeling unwell, low energy or poor stamina, inability to deal with any tasks at hand,
cravings for salt and/or sweet, the need for stimulants such as coffee or “energy drinks” to
get you going in the morning and so on. However, it does not have to be this way!

Take charge and ownership of your health and see a licensed Naturopathic Doctor. It will be
the best decision you will have ever made for your health!

Holistic Healing Arts Centre,
274 King George Road, Brantford
519-751-3488
www.ndoc.ca

A licensed Naturopathic Doctor can work with you to determine what dietary considerations
will be the most important for you to help strengthen those exhausted adrenals. Nutritional
supplements such as Vitamin C, Vitamin B5, high-quality fish oil are very critical in helping to

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BRANT-NORFOLK:
BRING HOPE TO FAMILIES THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!
By making a meaningful gift today, your generosity will help families
like Kristen and Anthony, and their two young sons, who have been
through a lot over the past decade. The family moved for more

link habitatbn.org
Facebook HabitatforHumanityBN
pinterest brantrestore
Twitter @HabitatBN

H

abitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk knows the transformative

promising job prospects. But finding suitable accommodations for
the young family proved challenging. Rent was very expensive and
eventually, they moved in with two other families. Life was chaos.
Then things took a dramatic turn when a work injury led to the
amputation of Anthony’s foot, to save his life. Despite the setback,
they worked and persevered to care for their young sons, but their
housing became unstable.

power of a hand up and a safe, decent place to live. In the

coming weeks, as we spend time with the people we hold close to

When they became a partner with Habitat to purchase their own

our hearts, we ask that

Habitat home, they were

you also take a moment

overjoyed! In their new Habitat

to think of those who

home, they pay affordable

dream of building a

monthly mortgage payments

better life for themselves

and property taxes. Their

and their families.

dream became a reality, to see
their children thrive in a healthy
environment - and to look

Caring people like you

forward to the future with a

can do so much to help
empower a struggling

newfound peace of mind.

Photo: habitat.ca

family to meet their
During this season of giving,

challenges and build stability as they receive encouragement to
help themselves through Habitat’s affordable homeownership

as we spend time in the homes of our friends and loved ones, we

program. Right now, today, we can all do something to help families

ask that you take a moment to consider making a life-changing gift

realize their dreams of a brighter future.

for other families. Everyone deserves a safe and decent place to
live. You can bring hope to families this holiday season. Donate at
habitatbn.org
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DOWNTOWN BRANTFORD IN FULL SWING FOR THE HOLIDAYS
of twelve $100 Gifts from our
downtown merchants! Join
us daily as we count down to
Christmas!

D

owntown Brantford will soon be under
a beautiful blanket of snow with shop
windows a glow, waiting for you this holiday
season. As the leaves fall and we look back
on Remembrance Day services, we can
reflect on all that has been sacrificed for us.
Many gathered at our beautiful monuments
downtown on November 11th to show our
country’s gratitude to all those that fought
for us.
The fall has brought new things too, new
additions to Downtown Brantford include
Waffles & Crepes Cafe at 60 Colborne
Street.
Downtown Brantford is in full swing for
the holidays now. Watch our Facebook
page in November for our Downtown Elves
Christmas Gift Ideas, each one from a local
shop! In December you will want to check
our page daily for our Twelve Days of GiveAways! Who can resist a chance to win one

Events not to be missed this
season are the Living Nativity,
Times Square in Harmony
Square NYE Party and festive
shows at the Sanderson
including The Nutcracker,
Christmas in Nashville and
many more.
We suggest you make
Downtown Brantford
your destination and visit
everything it has to offer.
Connect with us online at www.
downtownbrantford.ca and find
a full directory that lists all the
businesses in the downtown
core and join us on Facebook to
keep up with what’s happening
downtown daily. Like our page,
share our posts and share
your experience in Downtown
Brantford. We will be back in
January with another update so
make sure to check back in.

YEAR END BRINGS NEW BEGINNINGS

CHRISTINE MACARTHUR
link brantlibrary.ca
facebook brantlibrary
twitter @brantlibrary
instagram brantcountypubliclibrary

A

fter many years helming the County of
Brant Public Library, CEO Gay Kozak
Selby retires at the end of December. Kozak
Selby led the library’s nearly 30 employees
through times of dynamic change, including
the building of two new library branches,
the introduction of mobile library services,
increasing online digital offerings and the
evolution of the local library from a building
of books into a community hub full of makers,
creators and collaborators. Her lead-byexample style will be missed!
The County of Brant Public Library is pleased
to announce that Kozak Selby’s successor
has been selected after a careful search.

Kelly Bernstein,
who is currently
the Manager of
Library Services
for the Region of
Waterloo Public
Library, will step into
the role of CEO on
December 3. “The
County of Brant
Public Library has a
strong foundation
of excellence,”
Bernstein says,
“and I’m thrilled
Gay Kozak Selby with former
MPP Dave Levac (Photo Brant
to
work with the
County Public Library Flickr)
skilled staff and
committed board to
continue to innovate and offer new services
while maintaining the high level of quality
the community has come to depend on and
expect. Exciting things are in store for the
library.”
The County of Brant Public Library Board
wishes Gay Kozak Selby best wishes for a
happy retirement—and a cheerful welcome to
our new CEO, Kelly Bernstein. We can’t wait to
see what 2019 will bring to our community!

DECEMBER 2018
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GET INSPIRED WITH JEREMY, JESUS, AND THE BEATLES THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
With the recent loss of my Mother and loss of a few
other friends who succumbed to addictions, I felt
inspired and wanted to write my life autobiography. In an
effort to help people, and show that there’s a better way
of living, and things can turn around… that dreams do
come true.

JEREMY WOODLEY

T

hroughout my teen years and into my early
20’s, I had struggled with alcohol. Then in
1993, I started to experiment with drugs. This
carried on until I hit my bottom during the Spring
of 2000. In the early morning of June 21/2000,
I left Brantford to get help. I went to Hamilton
men’s detox that night, and I’ve been sober ever
since. Now, I’ve been 18 years sober, ever since
the age of 24. All during this time, the aftermath
of coming from a broken home, toward the later
part of the 90’s, early 2000’s, I didn’t see my
family, nor my childhood friends I grew up with.
I struggled at holding down a job, and addiction
affected my relations with my loved ones.
So after a 2 week stay in the detox centre, I ended up at G&B House, a men’s
recovery home in Owen Sound. I’ve since lived in Owen Sound, where I
help others as a Personal Support Worker (PSW) through my own business
Jeremy Woodley Care Services. And over the years, I’ve made frequent
visits home to Brantford/Six Nations.

November 30, 2018 to
January 1, 2019
Nightly 6 pm to 9 pm
20 Ava Road, Brantford, ON
For more information visit glenhyrst.ca

My book is a real life story of me, a young man who
turned his life around, found his Faith, and reconciled
with his family and friends. It’s also about how music
such as the Beatles had an impact on my life. Along
the way, I’ve had other musicians who have touched
my heart, and I’ve been able to meet the likes of Bret
Hart, Mitch Marner, Connor Brown, and Roger Hodgson
(formerly of Supertramp).
A person doesn’t have to stay stuck or trapped. Get help
now while you can. My story of no matter how life starts
out, one can always turn things around.
You’re all invited to my upcoming book signing event on
Friday, December 7th at the Gospel Lighthouse on King
George Road, from 12 pm to 4 pm. During the morning
of December 7th, I’ll also be live on the morning show on
Arise Brantford 93.9. I’ve appeared twice on Arise with
Mini & Friends. So you can tune in to hear more about my story too.
If you’re looking for a book to be inspired by, or to help someone struggling
with addiction, this book is for you. It’ll make a great Christmas gift. You
can purchase my book at: Chapters/Indigo, Amazon, Word Alive Press, and
generally anywhere Christian books are sold.
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JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz
facebook @jjackowetz

Brantford
in the

198O's
Part 6

D

uring the 1980s the two hospitals
began to rationalise services.
The number of chronic-care beds
were reduced putting a strain on the
hospitals. King Edward School and
Cainsville School closed and Mohawk
College expanded their programming
in the City. Earl Haig pool closed. The
Brantford Highland Games came to an
end but Riverfest began.

HEALTHCARE
In 1979, the provincial government
introduced the concept of
rationalisation in health care. The idea
was to be more efficient with health
spending by making hospitals work
together to specialise in the services
they offered; to eliminate duplication. In
1980, the Brant District Health Council
accepted a plan where the Brantford
General Hospital would have the only
emergency department. St. Joseph’s
would continue as an active treatment
hospital, open a day hospital and
increase their number of chronic care
beds. The Brantford General Hospital

would lose over half of their chronic
care beds. The Willet Hospital in Paris
would become solely a chronic care
hospital. The Brantwood Residential
Development Centre would become
a centre for children with multiple
challenges, losing their chronic care
beds.
A shortage of chronic care beds
plagued the health care system in
Brantford for years. This shortage
meant that elective surgeries were
routinely cancelled. Patients needing
chronic care beds were housed in
storage rooms, lounge areas, makeshift
wards, and stretchers throughout the
hospital. Chronic care patients were
being placed in short-term stay beds.
In 1987, the Brantford General Hospital
had 94 chronic care patients but only
had 23 long-term care beds.
The John Noble Home, a long-term
care facility where 350 people resided,
was in poor condition. The roof leaked,
and the boiler was irreparable. $9
million would be needed to bring the
facility up to first class standards. This
situation exacerbated the chronic care
bed shortage because this residence
was supposed to alleviate the need for
long-term beds at the hospitals. The
City considered selling the home to the
private sector but relented and decided
to upgrade the facility. Upgrades
occurred slowly. By 1989, the cost had
escalated to $12.4 million.
Health care programming, however,
was advancing. A birth control centre
opened in 1982. A new emergency and
radiology department opened at the
Brantford General Hospital in 1984.
A CT scanner became operational in
1989.

Joseph Brant monument in Victoria Park. The monument was designed by sculptor Percy
Wood of London, England. The statue of Joseph Brant stands nine feet high. The monument was unveiled on 13-October-1886, and fully restored in 1984. (photo by the author)

Education
In 1979, it was proposed that the
public-school board, separate school
board, and the City’s Parks Board
work together to build a combined
school and recreation complex in
the Brantwood Park neighbourhood.
Negotiations to proceed moved slowly.
In 1987, ground was broken on the
complex. This initiative was the first of
its kind for Ontario. Never before had
two school boards and a city worked
together to jointly develop a facility.
Branlyn Community School, Notre Dame
Separate School, and a community

centre opened in the fall of 1988.
David Peterson, the Premier of Ontario,
attended the opening.
In August-1980, King Edward School
was closed. Built in 1890, the school
was originally known as Huron Street
School. It was renamed King Edward
School in 1907 in honour of King
Edward VII. The vacant school, located
at 55 Edward Street, burned down on
13-June-1981.
After a fierce battle between parents
and the public-school board that lasted
ten years, the Cainsville School was
closed on 30-June-1988. The school
was originally build in 1920. An addition

The Willet Hospital in Paris when it was still a stand alone hospital, before it became part of the Brant Community Healthcare System, and before the building was expanded with an addition built in front of the building.
(photo courtesy of the Brant Historical Society)
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was completed in 1951. The school
population was amalgamated with
Woodman Drive School, and the school
was renamed Woodman-Cainsville
School.
Central School, the City’s oldest school,
was in poor condition. The school
opened in 1891. The school board
wanted to demolish the school and build
a new one. Heritage advocates wanted
the school designated and renovated.
A fire on 10-March-1982 that seriously
damaged the school looked like it
would end the matter, but the heritage
advocates continued their fight for
designation and obtained an injunction
against the demolition. The City turned
down the request to designate the
school and the school was razed. The
new and smaller Central School opened
in October-1983. During excavations
for the new school, 28 graves were
unearthed. The school’s site was
designated as a burial ground in the
original 1830 survey of Brantford.
Full public funding for Separate schools
(Catholic schools) was implemented by
the provincial government in 1984. This
decision caused a spike in enrolment
to the Separate school board’s high
school; a migration of students from the
public high schools to the Separate high
school. St. John’s College had a student
population of 1,300 pupils in 1987, in a
school designed to house 750 students.
Portables thus became the norm.
Initially provincial funding to enlarge
the school was denied because there
was surplus space in the public schools
however, in 1988, $4.7 million was made
available to finance the expansion of the
school. The Separate school board also
began to lobby for a second high school
in the City.
A Breakfast Club was launched at
Victoria School to ensure all students
began the day with a full stomach.
A half-day nursery school opened
at Pauline Johnson Collegiate to
accommodate single mothers and
adult students. An alternative school
was established at Victoria School in
1985 for students that had problems
learning in a traditional school setting.
The programme expanded to Fairview
School in 1988. Special adult classes

facebook Twitter BSCENEPaper
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started at North Park Collegiate for
adults wanting to return to high school.
The public school board began to
offer classes for 18 to 20 year olds
incarcerated at the Brantford jail. Some
students from the Jane Laycock School
were moved to Prince Charles School to
place them in an inclusive setting.
Mohawk College expanded their
programming in 1983 from two to
seven courses. The College created a
downtown campus for adult retraining
when the Richard Beckett Building
opened in 1985. To this point the
College functioned as an adult retraining
centre. In 1987, it was proposed that
the Brantford campus be expanded
to accommodate 1,100 students and
that programmes tied to the proposed
telecommunications museum and an
adult education centre for the visually
impaired be established. The price
tag was $38.7 million. The provincial
government rejected the plan but did
offer funds to enlarge the campus.
Enrollment in the French immersion
programme offered by the public board
had risen to 508 students by 1989.
To contain the cost of running the
programme the public school board
suggested that enrollment not begin
until grade four. The community voiced
their outrage and the idea was dropped.

Recreation
In 1981, City Council created a
committee to study the recreational
potential of the 22 miles of the Grand
River passing through the City with
particular attention on the area between
the Lorne Bridge and the Brantford
Southern Access Road bridge, including
Earl Haig pool. Using the committee’s
September-1982 report, contributions
from the community, and funding from
the Canada-Ontario Employment
Development programme, work began
on cleaning up and improving the river
front, and developing and extending
walkways and bicycle paths.
Earl Haig pool closed in 1983. It was
in dire need of repairs. The plan was
to rebuild the pool. The facility was
demolished, and excavation work

Plans for the renovation of the Commercial Building in 1985. The Commercial Building was designed by
Brantford architect John Turner and was built in 1881. John Turner designed the Brant County Courthouse
among many other buildings in the area. After the renovations the property was renamed Royal Victoria
Place. This outside of this building is used from time-to-time by the TV series Murdoch Mysteries. (photo

courtesy of the Brant Historical Society)

was completed. While waiting for the
concrete to be poured for a new pool,
the City learned that the cost for the
pool had risen by $150,000. The City
abandoned the project and in 1987
filled in the hole. This left the Eagle
Place neighbourhood without a pool.
The idea was then floated of building a
leisure pool.

The Brantford Highland Games came
to an end. Operating since 1964, the
organisation disbanded because of
a lack of community support. The
International Villages Festival continued
and celebrated its tenth year in 1984.
Riverfest was launched in 1988 to
celebrate the City’s Grand River
heritage.

The City continued to improve Mohawk
Park. The improvements resulted in
an increase in the number of people
who used the park. To stimulate even
greater usage of the park, a project was
launched in 1987 to study the feasibility
of cleaning and restoring Mohawk
Lake for recreational purposes. In the
meantime, the Waterfront Advisory
Committee worked to raise funds
for boating facilities and to build an
observation deck as a start to adding
attractions that once made the park a
popular destination. The Brant County
Medical Officer of Health put a damper
on this initiative when he warned that no
lake activity should resume until the lake
was cleaned.

The Joseph Brant statue in Victoria Park
was restored in 1984. Over the years,
the mortar crumbled from the joints
and pieces of the bronze statuary went
missing. All monuments in Brantford are
now regularly maintained on a rotating
schedule.
On 1-October-1984, the newly
renovated Mohawk Chapel, more
formally known as Her Majesty’s Royal
Chapel of the Mohawks, was dedicated
as a National Historic Site by Queen
Elizabeth accompanied by Prince Phillip.
The Royal couple planted a white pine
tree and unveiled a plaque inscribed in
English, French, and Mohawk.

Lorne Park floral display commemorating the two-hundredth anniversary of Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks, more commonly known as the Mohawk Chapel. (photo courtesy of the Brant Historical Society)
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BRANTFORD: CELEBRATING OUR
HERITAGE,BUILDING OUR FUTURE

Dave Hind and the Aluminum Quilting Society, Jason Dong, Thomas Anderson, Bonnie Whitlow, Ralph Heather, Shana Elijah,
Daniel Hill, Arlene Laskey, Steph Jacobs, Andrea Flockhart, plus many more artists and participants from the community,
La Landscape de Kanata, salvaged aluminum and paint, 2017.

22nd Annual

Heritage Day Workshop
__________________________________________________________________________

FRIDAY,
FEBRUARY
15,
2019
__________________________________________________________________________
Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts
88 Dalhousie Street, Brantford

Time: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Free to attend.
Registration required: brantford.ca/2019HeritageDayWorkshop
For more information, call 519-751-9900.
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A LIFE WELL LIVED AND A
LANGUAGE SAVED

BRANTASTIC

People

23

Photo: Hannah James

DAVE LEVAC

O

nce you have met Amos Key Jr. you know what he stands for and how he
oozes kindness and a good heart. His biography reads like a novel. His
early years had challenges, trials and tribulations as many other young
people do. He doesn’t shy away from them or hide from them. He remembers
them and learns from them. He uses them to move forward together. Together
with anyone and everyone. He shares his experiences as a way of building
bridges and helps tear down walls. He is a soft spoken and very knowledgeable
man.
Tae ho wehs: aka Amos, was born into the Onkwehonweh Civilization and is a
member of the Mohawk Nation, gifted into the Turtle Clan of his mother and has
been conferred to the Sacred Circle of “Faith Keepers” of the Longhouse, at
Six Nations of the Grand River Territory. This journey took time and was one of
discovery. He always knew where he came from and never denied his culture.
He spent time during his life path finding the depth of his connection to his
people and Mother Earth.
His first educational experience after High School was attending Mohawk
College taking the Communications Arts program majoring in Video and
Television, learning about radio and the entertainment sector. That lead to a
job on the Six Nations Radio station CKRZ 100.3 FM. That stint led him next
to Ryerson in Toronto. In an interview some time ago, he shared that during
this period he forgot to focus on his heritage. He tells of a moment when the
questions from friends, fellow students and curious strangers awoke his desire
to reconnect with his inner self and roots.
Amos told stories about his relatives who went to war, who became community
leaders through the Elected Council while maintaining their Longhouse
traditions. It opened a path for him to go down that leads us to his many, many
accomplishments celebrating, defending and teaching the Aboriginal way life.
He studied, learned and is now teaching his language, dance, traditions and
Spiritual ways. He is a “Faith Keeper.”
He is an educator and staunch advocate for: First People’s Human, Civil and
Linguistic Rights; Social Justice; Decolonization of Indigenous Education. His
early educational career started with the London Board of Education as First
Nation’s Guidance Councilor and Native Studies Teacher. When he returned
home to be the Director of First Nations Languages at Woodland Cultural
Centre he created or founded several programs building a vast body of work
re-creating, saving, preserving, archiving and teaching First Nations traditions,
languages, rituals and ceremonies.
Let’s list just a few of Amos’ activities living his life path:
•

Board member- Red Sky Performance (Dance company in Toronto)

•

Board member- Facing History, Facing Ourselves Board. Toronto

•

Founder & Board member- The Sweetgrass First Nations Language
Council Inc.

•

Board member- The First Nations, Metis, Inuit Education Association of
Ontario

•

Founding member- Anishnaabeg, Muskegowuk, Onkwehonweh,
Indigenous Language Commission (AMO)

•

First Nations Language Director- Woodland Cultural Centre, Brantford

•

Professor- Centre for Indigenous Studies, Toronto

•

Founder/President, Trustee- Dream Catcher E-Learning Secondary
School.

•

Indigenous Knowledge Guardian, Conferred by Six Nations Polytechnic

Amos Key Jr.
•

Founder of Gawenni:yo Immersion/Bilingual School Board, Six Nations.

•

Member- Teacher Education Advisory Council- Redeemer University,
Hamilton

•

Board member- De dwada deh synes Indigenous Health Board,
Brantford/Hamilton

•

Co-Investigator- Multi yr/Million Dollar SSHRC Grant for research in the
Cayuga Language.

•

Co-Facilitates- The Glendon Declaration on Languages, York
University.

He founded and incubated the award winning and Ontario’s first Indigenous
synchronous “Dream Catchers” E-Learning Secondary School. This has proven
to be especially important in addressing and correcting the large dropout
rate of Indigenous secondary students across the province. He was recently
appointed to the University of Toronto’s Centre for Indigenous Studies, to lead
courses on Reconciliation and Languages as a “Tenure Tracked” Professor. He
has described the “Two Row Wampum” in a slightly different way. He says that
he is first and always; Onkwehonweh but he lives in the 21st century so the
ship and the canoe of the Wampum is more like a Catamaran with the two floats
working and moving forward together.
In addition to his roles within the education and languages area, he led the
charge in restoring and refurbishing the former Mohawk Institute Indian
Residential School setting the community in the direction of reconciliation by
founding “Save the Evidence” Capital Campaign. Amos is well on his way, with
the help and support of many, to help create Canada’s first “Canadian Museum
of Conscience.”
To relieve stress, have some fun in his life and satisfy and nourish his ‘alter ego’
with good medicines, Amos still dances as a Men’s Traditional Pow Wow Dancer
summer long. He is also an avid singer of Onkwehoweh Ceremonial and Social
music.
A gentle man with a heart of gold, Amos has many friends and many more
admirers, including this writer. His full and passionate life is far from finished
with bringing the cultures together. He genuinely believes we can and must
move forward together. He also believes we must know ourselves first. As
the song that fits the life of Amos Key Jr./ Tae ho wehs goes…”The Long and
Winding Road….” seems to have given us a life to celebrate and the recovery of
a language.
- Excerpts from Amos Key Jr’s Biography
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HELP MAKE OUR COMMUNITY BETTER THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
about us, you might have questions. If you have any comments, suggestions or
really great ideas, please let us know. Or perhaps you’ve heard some rumors about
our organization and want to separate fact from fiction – reach out to us info@
brantunitedway.org we’d love to hear from you.
3)

Brant United Way has great fundraising events throughout the year, ranging from
Dodgeball to our Giant Warehouse Sale. You can also get involved in events like
our Day of Caring which provides an opportunity for you to volunteer with various
charities in our community. The gift of time is a valuable contribution. Beyond these
events, you could also volunteer on your United Way committee in your workplace,
or inquire about volunteer positions on our board. Our organization couldn’t
function without the tireless efforts of our volunteers.

N

eed a time out from your holiday shopping list? Tired of worrying about whether or
not you’re naughty or nice this year? In addition to making a charitable gift of your
dollars, here is list of ways that you can champion Brant United Way and help make our
community better:
1)

Learn More
Brant United Way recently launched a brand new website that contains a wide array
of content. You can learn about how many member agencies we support, how
much is given to local charities, who our board members are, how we determine
who receives funding and a whole lot more. One of the best ways that you can get
involved is to learn more about us! Visit us online at brantunitedway.org

2)

Give Feedback
Don’t be shy! Feedback of all kinds not only makes us better, but it also helps us
to further understand the community that we support. Once you’ve learned more

Get Involved

4)

Be a Role Model
Leading by example is one of the best ways to champion Brant United Way. You can
start up a fundraising event at work or amongst a peer group. You can post on social
media about why you choose to give back. You can have a conversation with your
family about the role of charity in your community. Maybe your actions will inspire
other people to get involved, and who knows what ripple effect that could have! You
can be the one to bring people together to make things better.

We made our list, we checked it twice. Thank you for supporting our campaign this year.
There’s still time to give, there’s still time to get involved. Thank you for keeping us on
your list of charities of choice this year. We wish you a wonderful holiday season.

SKiP AMBASSADORS STEP UP!

At left: Northward School
Gr. 5 Student ambassadors
Sydney, Brooklynn and Rory
with teacher Mr. Dave Clarke
performing for Telfer Place
residents

Submitted Photos

SHANNON FLEET

twitter @goskip
facebook SKIPBrantford
link goskip.org

W

hat a sight to see when students across the vast community visited
residents in retirement homes and long term care facilities during
the fall season. SKIP (Seniors and Kids Intergenerational Programs)
activities enlightened the seniors and kids. SKIP develops empathy and
enables companionship between the generations. A constant buzz of
voices and laughter could be heard as stories were shared, curriculum
activities completed, and games learned and played making memorable
connections along the way. Ambassadors have been selected from all
of the classes and homes, and this ensures engagement, responsibility,
leadership, and valuable reflections.
Ambassadors Rory and Sydney from Gr. 5 at Northward School in Paris
reported that their visit to Telfer Place was a great success! A few students
sang, “Where Have All The Flowers Gone,” and read “In Flanders Fields,”
then played crazy eights, go-fish, and chess with the residents. Rory met
residents Joanne and Dee and enjoyed getting to know some of their
interests and backgrounds. Sydney noticed the bonding, friendliness, and
laughing! She concluded that the seniors learned that it is okay to laugh
and have fun with a younger generation. Resident ambassadors Elora and
Muriel loved the interaction and can’t wait to reflect on next month’s visit!

Below: Queensview Retirement
Community and Cobblestone
School Gr. 5 Motto

Gr. 5 Cobblestone students met their
grand friends at Queensview Care
Community in Paris and had a great
time getting to know each other! They
played pass-the-mint and toothpick
question games, initiated a thumbprint
bonding activity, made poppies, and
enjoyed a bear paw treat! Ambassadors
Annika, Grace and Breanna enjoyed the
visit and they’re excited for November!
They realized the physical limitations
that some of the residents have with
movement and hearing, but also noted
that they still love to have fun and
cope the best way they can. Senior
ambassadors Vi and Jan were looking
forward to future visits and writing their reflections.
Students from Gr. 7 at Ryerson Heights and their class ambassadors
Taaliah and Taylor, along with resident ambassador Ruth, had an exciting
time playing bingo at John Noble Home. The winners of various games
were quite happy with suckers and chocolate bars as their prize. Ruth, who
plays bingo often, enjoyed playing the game with Ryerson student Lauren.
Next month’s focus will be visits at Park Lane Terrace in Paris, and Fox
Ridge Care Community in Brantford as Christmas songs and crafts bring
in the New Year!
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DECEMBER 2018

From left: Clinical Manager of PACU, Day Surgery and Pre-Op Clinic – Vipulkumar Devani, Physician Dr. Wilson Leung, grateful patient Verne Walker, RPN – Pre-Op - Krysta Lee and RPN – Pre-Op - Ann Cockburn.

VERNE WALKER FINDS NEW LEASE ON LIFE AFTER DAY SURGERY
suffered from kidney stones.

“They didn’t get any better, so I asked my family doctor
to recommend a Urologist,” he said. “Thankfully he
did, and I was diagnosed very quickly with having two
tumours on the bladder.”

twitter @BCHSFoundation
facebook BCHSFoundation
🔗 bchsysfoundation.org

A

s a former business owner, Verne Walker believes
that excellent service should never go unnoticed.

It is often the bad experiences that get mentioned –
that somehow seem to take the limelight. Yet, more
times than not, the positive experiences far outweigh
the negative.
Verne’s experience with the Brant Community
Healthcare System (BCHS) was extremely positive and
he took the time to voice his appreciation.
“I had four, day surgeries over a couple of months and
can say that the treatment, kindness and compassion
was exceptional,” he wrote to the BCHS Foundation.
“I regret not taking a record of the names of staff
involved along the way, however, from everyone I
came in contact with, from greeting staff, to nurses,
to volunteers, etc., I cannot express my appreciation
enough.
“Thanks from the bottom of my heart.”
Verne’s involvement with the Brantford General began
several years ago, continuing through the years as he

BCHS Urologist Dr. Wilson Leung removed the
tumours, which were identified as low-grade, but
further examination and numerous tests found
a blockage in the kidney area. The source was
determined to be kidney stones.
Verne was placed on a waiting list for day surgery
and was thrilled when he was called to undergo the
procedure a month before he originally anticipated.
“The stones were causing most of the pain that I was
suffering,” Verne said of the blockage. “Dr. Leung
removed that and said ‘I’ll see you in three months,’ so
I felt like I had sort of been given a new lease on life. I
was pain-free, so I was very grateful.”
After about five years of intermittent pain - usually
for an hour or two after dinner - living pain-free is a
blessing.
But it was the exceptional care that Verne received
during his procedures that really made an impression.
“Having been an entrepreneur for most of my life,
involved in sales and marketing and trying to build a
business, I understood how difficult it is to run any kind
of business and have people who are motivated and
enjoy what they’re doing,” he explained.
“I never thought of the Brantford General as being a
comfortable place to walk into. But I was totally blown
away from the moment I entered the hospital: the lady
at reception, the nurses who did the pre-op, to me it
was the staff and volunteers who had smiles on their

faces who were there to help you. You felt like you were
the only person in the room. I was so impressed by it.”
Verne relays his experience to family and friends
whenever he gets an opportunity.
“I’m a total believer,” he said.
Making sure that anyone who goes above and beyond
is thanked, is important to Verne.
“If I enjoy good service, it doesn’t matter where it is,
whether it’s a gas station or a cashier somewhere, I
make a point of saying thank you. I think that’s really
important to motivate people.”
Today Verne has found a renewed energy and feels
like he has a new lease on life. He credits it all to the
amazing medical professionals that make it their life’s
work to improve life and save the lives of others.
As Verne knows first-hand, when a health crisis
or emergency affects you or a loved one, Brant
Community Healthcare System is here to provide
exceptional, professional and compassionate care in
your time of need.
Behind each success of the Brant Community
Healthcare System (BCHS) Foundation is the
generosity of our community, our donors and
volunteers. This continued commitment has enabled
us to put our patients first by helping us to provide the
right equipment, at the right time, when it matters
most.
Now is the time to make a difference, please
consider making a gift today that is meaningful to
you, and support a strong healthcare system for our
community.
Your continued support plays an important part in
allowing us to provide quality patient care. Thank you!
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Be seen with
JINGLE BELL NIGHT
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BSCENE
JASON FREEZE

November 16, 2018 • Paris, Ontario

ARCADY’S THERE’S A SONG IN THE AIR

Nov. 24, 2018 at St. Andrews Church, Brantford
JASON FREEZE

A LOOK BACK AT NOVEMBER THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

DECEMBER 2018
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HO HO HOLMEDALE ARTISAN MARKET
JASON FREEZE

NOV. 17, 2018 • BRANTFORD

CRUNCH FITNESS OPENING CEREMONIES

BRANTFORD DOWNTOWN JAZZ PRESENTS THE AULT SISTERS

D JASON FREEZE

D JASON FREEZE

SISTERS IN SOLACE AT THE SANDERSON CENTRE

D JASON FREEZE
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M E R RY &
BR IG H T
@lyndenparkmall

facebook.com/lyndenparkmall

lyndenparkmall

