
BSCENE FOOD SCENE

le Chocolat du Savoie

page 5 

BSCENE MUSIC SCENE

Checkerboard Floors

page 7

YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS

page 8 - 9

#BRANTastic
Small Biz 
Shopping Guide
page 12 

BRANT COUNTY LIBRARY

Creative Ways to 
Relieve Stress

page 17 

A LOOK BACK

Brantford in the 1980’s

page 18 - 19

ELECTION SPECIAL

Mayoralty Candidates

page 21 - 23

BCHSF

Kelly Mark’s Recovery

page 25

BSCENE.ca
Entertainment & Community Guide

OCTOBER 2018  
BRANTFORD | BRANT 
SIX NATIONS FR

E
E

EVENT GUIDE PAGES 13 to 15

FALL FUN AT 
BRANTWOOD 

FARMS

FALL FUN AT 
BRANTWOOD 

FARMS
STORY PAGE 3

Book Today:
519-442-4452

www.ParisDentalCentre.com
Smile@ParisDentalCentre.com



2 BSCENE.ca Entertainment & Community Guide

OCT 2018  Vol. 5, Edition 1

BScene is a local Entertainment & Community Guide, 
showcasing the #BRANTastic features of Brantford, 
Brant and Six Nations through engaging content and 
with the Best Event Guide in our community. 

BScene is distributed free, every month through key 
community partners throughout Brantford, Brant 
and Six Nations. BScene has a local network of over 
500 distribution points including local advertisers, 
retail outlets, dining establishments, and community 
centres. For a complete list, please visit bscene.ca 

As a community paper and forum for sharing thoughts 
and experiences, the views expressed in the magazine 
are not necessarily those of the Publisher, Editor, 
other contributors, advertisers or distributors unless 
otherwise stated. 

BScene is wholly owned and published by Jason 
Freeze. All content © 2018 and all rights to distribution 
are reserved by BScene. 

ADVERTISING
BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500 drop 
locations throughout Brantford, Brant and Six Nations 
each month. BScene also publishes unique online 
content throughout each month as well as providing 
the Best Event Guide in the community. We have an 
engaged and dedicated readership who are invested 
in experiencing what our community has to offer. 
For advertising inquiries, please contact:
Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 
jason@bscene.ca 
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BSCENE’s RECYCLING PROGRAM –  
STAYING LOCAL THROUGH THE ENTIRE CHAIN

From beginning to end, the BSCENE paper stays local and supports local 

endeavours. Our publication starts out by being printed locally at Ricter 

Web Printing. From there, we distribute locally to many businesses and 

organizations within our grand community. Then, at the end of the month, we’ll 

collect any left over papers for recycling. These papers are recycled through 

a special fundraising program with Sydenham-Heritage United Church and 

Hartmann’s Canada. Hartmann’s is a local egg carton manufacturer located 

in Holmedale that turns the papers into egg cartons, which are sold back to 

you at the store. The money raised through this fundraising program gets sent 

back to Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used in their Green programs 

for sustainable upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting local whenever 

we can and is honoured to be able to stay local from start to finish.

Change is Difficult.  Our WHOLE TEAM Works Together with You.
If you are unhappy with your present providers, we are ready for you!

Respect Starts Here.

Methadone Maintenance Treatment

Mon. - Fri. 7am-6pm Sat. 8am-3pm Sun. 9am-1pm

September was a #BRANTastic month for local festivals including the Brantford 
International Jazz Festival which we featured in last months edition! 
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A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce
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YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

twitter @YWiele

🔗 roundtablepr.com

When Jim and Doreen Pate began selling fresh fruits 
and vegetables out of their Powerline Road garage 

back in the 1950’s, it’s likely they never envisioned the large 
farm/market operation it would become.  Today, Brantwood 
Farms grows a variety of produce, but apples are their key 
crop and fall is peak time for “pick your own.”

They grow 17 varieties of apples. “Honey Crisp is the most 
popular by far, it’s absolutely our number one apple,” says 
family spokesperson Kara Pate.  “It’s very sweet, very juicy, 
has really great flavour and a lot of people who don’t like any 
other variety, really enjoy the Honey Crisp,” she said.

Next in popularity is the classic McIntosh, followed by 
Ambrosia, Courtland and Gala.  Pate says depending on 
your preference, Courtland are best suited for baking, along 
with Crispin, Ida Red and Spys. 

Apart from the “pick your own” stock, the apples for sale 
are kept in a big cooler, but Pate says they tend to be 
mostly sold by the end of November.  “Definitely, quantity 
decreases and there won’t be nearly as many varieties, 

but we will have 
some to carry us 
through until the 
spring,” she says.

Ten people work 
in the Powerline 
Road store, on 
cash and baking, 
with another 
eight employees 
working the 
fields.  Most of 
the employees 
at Brantwood are 
local.  “We’ve always been very fortunate.  We’re a farm close 
to the city, so finding help hasn’t been a big issue for us,” 
said Pate.  In fact, after a change in boundaries, the farm at 
251 Powerline Road is now technically within Brantford city 
limits.  

Following all the hard work of growing crops, tending 
orchards and selling produce all summer, come fall they 
step into even higher gear with their annual weekend 
festival.  “It was started by my Dad (Tom) and it was really just 
a hayride when it started and a corn maze and we kind of 
built it up from there,” said Pate.

Each weekend from late September through to the end 
of October, including Thanksgiving Monday, Brantwood 
features; hayrides, a corn maze, pony rides, train rides, face 
painting and a straw castle.  The pumpkin patch is also open 
for folks who want to pick their own big orange gourd.  When 
the weather cooperates, up to a few thousand people will 
visit Brantwood over the course of a day.

The last two Fridays and Saturday’s of October they 
work in conjunction with Participation Support Services, 

running the haunted 
hayride, haunted barn 
and this year, they’re 
adding a haunted corn 
maze.  The fundraiser 
for Participation 
Support Services is 
run by volunteers, with 
Brantwood providing the 
wagons and tractors and 
actors are on hand, to 
add a little extra fear into 
everyone’s night.  “It’s 
just a great opportunity 
for people to come out 

to the farm, enjoy some nice weather, get into the fall spirit 
and get ready for Halloween,” said Pate.

The store is open seven days a week starting in the May 
asparagus season, until Christmas Eve and then they go 
to a four day week.  A lot of work is also done through the 
winter months, including pruning trees and getting the 
orchard ready for the next year.  Brantwood also has a 
presence at the Brantford Farmer’s Market every Friday and 
Saturday, throughout the year.

Kara Pate and her siblings are the fifth generation to farm 
in the Brant/Brantford area, with the family’s history in 
producing apples dating back to 1891.  “We are a family 
business, proud to be so and we’re really fortunate to work in 
such a great industry and a great community,” she said. 

For more info, check out www.brantwoodfarms.com or call 
519-759-4383.  

 🔗  brantwoodfarms.com
 instagram  brantwoodfarms
 facebook  brantwoodfarms

Your LOCAL Butcher Shop

403 Fairview Dr.
519-752-3151

www.strodes.ca

Specializing in All your BBQ needs!

FALL FOOD AND FAMILY FUN @ 
BRANTWOOD FARMS
It’s busy season for the Pate family

Photo Jason Freeze

Photo Jason Freeze

Photo Jason Freeze Photo brantwoodfarms.com
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A Family Run
&

Locally Owned Business
for Over 25 Years

Brantford’s ONLY
Same Day Service

Mon. - Wed.  9 - 6 | Thurs.  9 - 8 | Fri.  9 - 6 | Sat.  9:30 - 2

10 King George Road
Home Hardware Plaza
Brantford
519-752-5456
www.optichouse.ca

Largest Selection of High Quality Eyewear 
at Reasonable Prices

🔗   grandriverblues.org

The Grand River Blues Society is proud to host “The Music 

of Van Morrison” performed by Kitchener’s blue-eyed, soul 

vocalist and multi-instrumentalist Matt Weidinger and his 7-piece 

Big Band! Van Morrison’s early Celtic Soul will be reflected by 

Matt’s stellar Band in a heritage church sanctuary to offer the ideal 

acoustics and sight lines.

Join us at Sydenham-Heritage United Church where the sanctuary 

creates the ideal acoustics for the show. Seating is limited and 

tickets are moving extremely fast. This concert has sold out both 

times that it has been presented in Kitchener and Hamilton. 

Tickets are $25 in advance and are available at 
Warmington Bistro in Brantford and at Encore Records in 
Kitchener. You can also purchase tickets online at www.
ticketscene.ca or at the door for $30. 

The Grand River Blues Society presents
THE MUSIC OF VAN MORRISON

Saturday October 20
Cocktail Hour 6:30-7:30pm | Show 7:30pm

(no alcohol permitted in the sanctuary)

Sydenham-Heritage United Church
120 Sydenham St. Brantford

www.grandriverblues.org

Tickets:  $25 in advance  |  $30 at the door
Warmington’s Bistro (Brantford)

Encore Records (Kitchener)
www.ticketscene.ca

Limited Seating | Book & Arrive Early

Soul Vocalist & Multi-Instrumentalist
MATT WEIDINGER

& his 7 piece Big Band

Enjoy Moondance, Gloria,
Here Comes The Night, Into The Mystic

& early album treasures

The Grand River 
Blues Society
presents

The Music of Van Morrison
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320 Colborne St. West Brantford
(Sobey’s Plaza)  519-751-1119

Have You Tried Our
Belgian Chocolate
Sea Salt Caramel Yet? 86 Dalhousie St. Brantford

519-304-7090
ninenorth.ca@gmail.com
www.ninenorth.ca
�    �

JASON FREEZE

twitter  @Jason Freeze

facebook   jason.freeze

🔗    BScene.ca

Have you ever walked into a store and become awe struck with delight? To have your 
senses filled with the aroma of sweet chocolate and a store full of chocolatey treats 

right in front of your eyes? Well, owner Annette Savoie gets to see this “kid in the candy 
store” delight pretty much every day. 

It’s really quite the ‘treat’ to see so many happy faces come through the door. And for 
Annette it’s one of the reasons she’s in the chocolate business. She gets to share in the 
delight of kids and adults as they walk through the store, tantalized by all of her goodies. 

Annette says, “people have the same 
sparkle in their eye as children walking in 
the store. It’s a fun business. When you 
work with chocolate you never feel like 
you work a day in your life.” 

Annette, her partner Laszlo, and their 
team are all about giving you that 
delightful experience. She says, “We 
didn’t want to be just another chocolate 
shop. We want you to experience 
chocolate like you never have before.” 
With this in mind, Annette provides only 
the best type of chocolate to make her 
treats. 

“First and foremost, we provide hand crafted Belgian chocolate. So we actually make it here. 
And we use a high cocoa butter content, which gives it a creamier taste. The higher the 
cocoa butter the better the quality.” 

As we tried some samples, she explained that when you’re looking for chocolate you need 
to look for the shine. Then smell the chocolate for the aroma. When you break a piece, you 
should hear that crisp crack. And when you’re tasting a piece, let it melt in your mouth. It’ll 
give you a more full-bodied taste from the chocolate and will provide you with an even better 
sensation with the second bite. 

As her chocolatey expertise continued to flow, she mentioned that she is just launching a 
group Tasting Excursion. The idea here is to provide her expertise in a group tasting session. 

Guests will be taken through a bit of a history lesson, and will journey together through the 
process of making chocolate from picking the cocoa beans all the way to her store. Once 
there, she can create many different things with the chocolate and will of course offer some 
samples of the treats that her team have created before the session. The session is about 
40 minutes long and she can accommodate groups of about 15-20 people. Tickets can be 
purchased at $15 per person. 

Once the chocolate gets to their store, Annette and her team can can create many different 
chocolate treats and arrangements. Some of her best-selling items are the peanut butter 
cups, tortues (pecan and caramel), and her sea salt toffee crunch bark. 

Annette also does many seasonal treats. For Valentines they’ll have chocolate covered 
strawberries, during the Holidays they’ll provide gift baskets and boxes, and for the 
whole month of October, she currently has chocolate caramel apples! For these, Annette 
recommends slicing and eating it in smaller bites. Its easier to eat that way and the flavour 
lingers longer in smaller bites. Plus, if you’re feeling nice, its easier to share that way too. 

Besides the seasonal goodies, Annette also offers up some great delights all year round. 
They can create corporate packages, birthday and anniversary gifts and premade boxes for 
the everyday chocoholic. Another of their specialties are creating wedding packages. This 
could be guest favours or creating a dessert table for your reception. 

Coming up this Fall, Annetter and her team are also celebrating a milestone. Saturday, 
November 24th will mark her 3rd birthday celebration at the store. For the event, they will be 
hosting an open house with local musician Shaun Mulrain, prizes and of course samples! 

So make sure to head on over to Le Chocolat du Savoie at 320 Colborne St. West (inside 
the Sobey’s plaza) to help celebrate their special day. And you can always stop on by 
regularly to settle your chocolate fix! 

 🔗   lechocolatdusavoie.com

 facebook  lechocolatdusavoie
 ,  320 Colborne St. W., Brantford
   519.751.1119 

FOOD SCENEBSCENE
Submitted photos except as indicated.

Photo: Jason Freeze
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In 1976, James Anagnoson and Leslie Kinton met, as students, at 

the Aspen Music Festival.  They decided to include a two-piano 

recital in their season schedules.  When they first sat together to 

rehearse, it was obvious that there was an extraordinary musical 

chemistry!  Others, hearing them play, recognized that this pair 

had something quite exceptional and they were encouraged to 

dedicate themselves to a career as a piano duo team.  Anagnoson 

& Kinton took their advice and the rest, as they say, is history!!

Their flair for duo playing was repeatedly met with critical acclaim in 

debut recitals in such cities as London, The Hague, New York, and 

Boston.  Since that time, the duo has performed with orchestras 

and in recitals across North America, Europe, China, and Russia.  

We are fortunate, indeed, to be able to hear them perform on the 

stage of Brantford’s Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts on 

the evening of Friday, October 12, 2018 beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Both are recognized scholars.  James Anagnoson is Dean of The Glenn Gould School, where he is also on the piano faculty.  He is a graduate of the Eastman School of 

Music and received his Master’s degree from The Juilliard School.  Leslie Kinton is Professor of Piano at Western University and is also on faculty at The Glenn Gould 

School.  Both his Master of Music and Ph.D. in music theory are from the University of Toronto.

The duo has ten acclaimed recordings including a special release titled Stages, which celebrated their milestone 30th season.  CDs will be available for purchase at the 

concert.

This is the first concert in the Canadian Artists Series presented by the Brantford Music Club and will be enjoyed by piano students and music lovers generally!  They will 

be performing works by Brahms, Debussy, Strauss and Gershwin among others.

Tickets are $30 for adults and $10 for students.  Children in grade 8 and under are admitted free.  They are available 
through the Sanderson Centre Box Office at 519-758-8090.

ANAGNOSON & KINTON – PIANO DUO - 40 YEARS AND GOING STRONG!

WORLD CLASS WEB DESIGN. BUILT IN BRANTFORD.

Big business or small, local, national or 
international, let Smashing Pixels 

bring their design and SEO skills to your website.

damiankeyes.com
UNITED KINGDOM

ryser.ca
PARIS, ONTARIO

madeasintended.com
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

brantfordsymphony.ca
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO

vptax.com
CALIFORNIA, USA

kimbailey.ca
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO

jodyrobbins.com
CALGARY, ALBERTA

daireedelite.ca
BRANTFORD, ONTARIO

Your Creative Results Agency™

smashingpixels.ca

Submitted photo
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HEIDI HOPF

facebook  HeidiHopfJournalism

We all know the age-old story of working bands making good by paying their dues. The 
band that travels from city to city, playing in dingy bars to no one but the bartender 

and maybe one or two old regulars that are content to stare deep into their cheap draft 
beer while ignoring the world around them. Nearly every band of our era has a back story 
that involves something like this. However, these days it 
seems as though the cover band reigns supreme in the 
eyes of bar crowd and original music has taken a back 
seat, or been brushed out the back door. Does original 
music no longer have a place in our local bar scene?

Checkerboard Floors have been successfully paying 
their dues in and around the Brantford area for nearly 
a decade and are no stranger to the struggle of having 
originals heard. Although they do play a number of 
covers, Checkerboard Floors have also released 
a debut album Art Project and are currently in the 
process of putting together a follow-up album. 

Derek Palango (vocals/guitar) and I discussed how 
difficult it can be to get those original songs out there. 

“I get the feeling that we will be playing and running 
through Led Zeppelin or a Sloan tune and people are 
having a great time, bouncing around and stuff and 
I’ll say ‘ok this one’s off our album’ and that’s when 
everyone goes for their smoke break. And not speaking 
for everybody but what my sense is from seeing some 
of that happening, if they haven’t been conditioned to 
like it, they don’t really want to give it the time.” Palango 
explained. “I will say there are people that stick around 
for it, they listen to it, and then they give us a big 
applause in the end. So there are people out there that 
care, its just I’m not sure that’s the prevailing mindset.”

I’m sure this is a scene all too familiar to most musicians. Why, is the question that comes 
to mind. We are all there for the music in some form or another but why stray from 
something fresh and new? Especially coming from such a high energy and talented band as 
Checkerboard Floors. 

After listening to Art Project I found myself even more perplexed. The album is a time 

machine that will send you back to an easier time and place in music, soaked in delicious 
tele riffs, upbeat drum tempos, smooth vocals, bouncy bass and lyrics we can all relate 
to. It is a cocktail of rock, folk and that carefree 90’s sound that I must say I found rather 
refreshing. So why is something so versatile so hard to have heard by the crowd in front of 
you?

“I’m not sure why, I don’t want to blame it on this thing or the other. Is it pop culture as its 
evolved? Is it its too easy to skip stuff you’re not interested in, like with streaming and that 
kinda bleeds into your day to day as well? I wonder if that has something to do with it?” Said 
Planago. 

So… is there still a place in our pubs for original music? Is paying your dues a dying 
concept? Has everything moved to the vast world of Spotify and YouTube? Maybe not just 
yet. 

Palango said, “We have touched on things like streaming, more content on social media 
and so on. I think today these things are basically expected, and they ideally do help spread 

the word and get people excited to come see a show. 
Playing to a room is still the best way to connect with 
people directly and is sort of the whole point of playing 
music, at least for us. Even though we aren’t performing 
our album front to back everywhere we go, we are 
happy and lucky to get out there and be able to do 
what we do. Having some kind of format to more readily 
introduce new live music to people in places where it is 
not expected would be great, and I think many bands 
similarly in our position would enjoy and benefit from 
that.”

I’ve always maintained the idea that Brantford and it’s 
surrounding area is a lush cornucopia of musical talent. 
We are so blessed to have such great musicians and 
Checkerboard Floors, Derek Palango (vocals/guitar) 
Tyler Wilson (guitar/vocals) Matt Outerson (bass/vocals) 
and Kevin Barrie (drums/vocals) are definitely worth a 
listen. Their live show is nothing short of a blast and 
you are sure to find yourself humming along with songs 
from the album. 

Get out there, dance, listen and appreciate the fruits 
of these hardworking musicians’ labour. After all, what 
would music be without ears to listen?

Check out Checkerboard Floors on Facebook, Spotify 
or at their next show at The Dickens in Burlington on October 27th..  

🔗   checkerboardfloors.com

facebook  checkerboardfloors

MUSIC SCENEBSCENE

C H E C K E R B O A R D  F L O O R S
Submitted photos and graphics.
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SELECTING THE VEHICLE

Last month we discussed the importance 
of a Pre-Approval Application before 

shopping around.  This protects your credit 
and gives you the information needed to 
pick a vehicle that meets your needs, fits 
your budget and helps you build or improve 
your credit!

Why is vehicle selection so important?  

In a situation where credit is bruised, or 
you are just starting out, the result can be 
a higher interest rate.  Think of the vehicle 
as a tool used for improving credit.  Within 
18-24 months you will be returning the 
vehicle for a lower interest rate, so “needs” 
for the short-term are more important than 
“wants.” Remember, you will not be driving 
this vehicle for the next 5-6 years.

It is important to select a vehicle that 
limits the lender’s risk.  They look at year, 
mileage, and future booking value.  The car 
is collateral, which the lender will use to 
recover their money, if the client defaults on 
the loan. The more we help the bank with 
reduced risk, the easier it is for a favourable 
approval.

When establishing or improving credit it’s 
important to be driving something newer 
and more dependable. This avoids repair 
bills and the car will depreciate as little as 
possible, making it easier to trade in the 

vehicle after 18-24 months. 

Vehicle selection is an essential part of 
receiving approval from the lender. The 
more OPEN the consumer is to options that 
fit their short-term needs, the easier it is 
to find a win/win solution for them and the 
lenders.

Next month we will discuss products we 
put in place to protect the integrity of 
your credit during those first 2 years of 
ownership.  In the meantime, please feel 
free to contact us with any questions.

Trip’s Auto Inc.
50 King George Rd. Brantford

tripsauto.ca
519.752.2277

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm / Sat. 9am-5pm

TIPS FOR USING VIDEO CAMERAS

The use of Video surveillance cameras in the 
workplace is becoming more common; however, 

employers must be cautious when implementing these 
systems. 

Video surveillance in Ontario is protected by PIPEDA 
(the Personal Information and Protection of Electronic 
Documents Act).  To avoid claims of “harassment” or 
breaches of privacy, the employer should be able to 
justify the need.

PIPEDA requires a genuine purpose for video camera 
surveillance in the workplace. Or, in other words, a 
purpose that a “reasonable person would consider 
appropriate in the circumstances.” The test set out by 
the Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada (the 
“OPCC”) to determine the appropriateness for video 
camera monitoring is as follows:

1. Is the use of cameras “demonstrably 
necessary” ( justifiable) to meet a specific 
need? 

2. Is it likely to be effective in meeting that 
need?

3. Is the loss of privacy proportional to the 
benefit gained?

4. Is there a less privacy-invasive way of 
meeting that need?

There are a few things that you should consider when 
installing video surveillance in your workplace.

-Any area that is under video surveillance must 
be a “public” area.  Private offices and workstations 
should never be subject to video surveillance unless 
absolutely necessary (i.e. counting cash).

-Involve your employees in the decision-making 
process.  They can assist with the placement of the 
cameras, and by involving them in the process they are 
less likely to complain that it is unfair or unjust.

-Cameras must be visible to both the public and 
the staff (do not “hide” them).  There must be clearly 

visible signs in the workplace indicating that video 
surveillance is being used. 

-Private areas such as lunch/break rooms, 
washrooms and change rooms must not be visible 
in the camera view.  The doorway can be viewed, for 
entrance and exit purposes or as part of a hallway view, 
but never the interior of the room.  The exception would 
be if there are incidents of theft or tampering with 
lunches or employee belongings. 

-Video should only record general activities of 
employees, not personal time such as lunch breaks.

-NEVER watch your employees work (or on their 
breaks) in “real time,” as this is a violation of their 
privacy. 

Video is intended to be a resource to verify complaints 
or actions.  Ensure you have a well-written policy 
that clearly outlines the expectations for use by both 
parties.

Call us today for a quote!

 Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254

kissingerhrservices.com

SLOW RUNNING 
COMPUTER

Is your computer 3 to 7 years old and taking 
a long time to boot up or are you worried that 

you may have a virus or spyware? We have 
recently introduced a same day service that will 
significantly improve the performance of your 
computer and ensure that is free of viruses and 
malware. 

The service is called FreshStart. Our technicians 
have been trained and have conducted testing 
on our own computers.  We are now offering the 
service to our cliental. 

Here are the highlights of the service:

• If you’re looking for a PC service solution 
that’s fast, comprehensive, and affordable, 
you’re looking for FreshStart!

• FreshStart is a hard drive replacement tool 
that allows service providers and DIY PC 
owners alike to perform the world’s most 
comprehensive, effective, and affordable 
PC service.

• A FreshStart service will add years to the 
life of your current Windows PC while 
reducing e-waste that ends up in landfills.

• A FreshStart service dramatically improves 
PC performance and security.

• FreshStart’s automated software makes it 
easy to image your drive and autonomously 
virus-scans and copies over all of your data 
from your old drive.

Our service providers will take care of 
everything for you! Simply drop off your PC at a 
participating FreshStart retailer in the morning, 
then return for it later in the day. Your PC is ready 
to use & running better than the day you bought 
it!

For the majority of computers this service will 
cost $170 to $209 depending on the size of the 
hard drive needed. This cost is significantly less 
than replacing a computer or laptop and it will be 
faster than when you bought it. 

If this service might be of interest to you please 
stop the store or contact us and we will be 
happy to answer any questions you have.

 185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford

519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

HUMAN RESOURCES

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

KATHRYN KISSINGER

STEVE & LORRAINE 
GARNHAM

GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!

BScene is proud to offer advice from local experts for issues important to you. The advice provided is that of the participant and is not endorsed, nor does it necessarily reflect the opinion of BScene.

IT’S TEA TIME!

When the autumn chill sets in there is 
nothing quite as soothing to the body 

and soul as a hot cup of tea. When we say ‘tea’ 
we usually think of black tea, but did you know 
that black tea, green tea, white tea, oolong and 
pu-erh tea are all the same plant? The tea plant 
is an evergreen that is native to China, Tibet and 
northern India and is called Camellia sinensis. 
The specific variety of tea plant and the way the 
leaves are processed after harvesting determine 
the type of tea that is created.

The traditional method of processing black tea 
comprises four steps: withering, rolling, oxidizing 
(fermenting) and drying. The term fermentation 
when applied to tea actually refers to how much 
a tea is allowed to undergo enzymatic oxidation 
by allowing the freshly picked tea leaves to dry. 
This process may be stopped by either pan 
frying or steaming the leaves before they are 
completely dried out. Green teas are minimally 
or non-oxidized (eg. Sencha).  Oolong are 
partially oxidized and undergo the most difficult 
and time consuming processing method. White 
tea is the most delicate and is made entirely 
from new leaf buds in early spring. Pu-erh tea 
is ‘post-fermented’ meaning it is oxidized and 
then aged under high humidity conditions, which 
contributes to its often musty smell.

Tea is considered to have originated in China, 
but as the tea trade developed beyond 
neighbouring countries, it was discovered that 
the more oxidized black tea would retain its 
freshness and flavour better over long journeys 
than its minimally oxidized green tea cousin. To 
this day, most of the black tea produced in China 
is exported out of the country. 

Interestingly, Orange Pekoe is not a variety of 
black tea. When harvesting tea by hand only 
the top two leaves and bud are picked. The top 
most ‘bud’ is actually an unopened leaf and the 
first leaf just under it is known as the ‘pekoe leaf’ 
and the second leaf from the bud is called the 
‘orange pekoe leaf’ (‘pekoe from the Chinese 
word for white hair, as the leaf is covered with 
silver down for two days after opening.)  

Come to The Hollow Willow and enjoy our new 
selection of premium “Camellia sinensis” and 
locally grown organic herbal teas while taking a 
stroll through downtown Paris along the Grand 
River... it’s Tea Time! 

The Hollow Willow Health Store  
15 Grand River St. N.  

Paris, ON 
thehollowwillowhealthstore.ca 

519-442-6001

HEALTH & WELLNESS

SUSAN SERRE, RHN

CAR BUYING

TRIP’S AUTO TEAM
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COMMUNICATIONS

ON HOLD MUSIC

Please hold while I look that up.

s

z

s

z

No one actually likes being on hold and 
ideally, we don’t have to put someone on 
hold for long, but inevitably it happens.  
And sometimes it can take longer than 
expected.

When you do have to put someone on 
hold, it’s nice to give them something to 
listen to.  When there is silence for a while, 
it can be difficult to tell the difference 
between waiting and having been 
disconnected.  On Hold Music is exactly 
what it sounds like.  It allows your caller to 
listen to music while on hold.  However, 
there are some things to know.

The one surprising thing to know is that On 
Hold Music is considered broadcasting and 
subject to broadcasting regulations and 
royalties.  By default, Cozzmic uses royalty 
free music.  If you do want something else, 
you can either pay for rights to some music 
or have something custom made.  There 
are also streaming options that you can 
pay for that can connect to the Cozzmic 

Phone System so you don’t even have to 
worry about changing the music.

One option that some people like is 
recording marketing messages within their 
On Hold Music, so customers can hear 
more about your services or specials you 
have going on.  This way they can learn 
more about the business, and may also 
lead to more business, while they wait.

If you want to know more about our On 
Hold options, give Cozzmic a call!

Cozzmic Communications

519.756.0741
www.COZZMIC.com

facebook.com/cozzmicphone

ROB SIMMONS

BACK-TO-SCHOOL PART III: 
THE PERFECT PAINT JOB

Once the kids are finally out of the house 
(and off the couch, where they might 

spend time playing video games and binge-
watching Netflix), take the opportunity to 
touch-up or completely repaint the inside of 
your home. Here are a few tips to help you 
maximize these kid-free hours and get your 
home ready for the rest of the school year and 
beyond.

Painting Techniques to Help You Get the 
Job Done Fast

Now that you have your walls prepped, your 
furniture covered and your tools ready to go, 
you are ready to get started painting. After the 
kids have headed toward the bus stop, and 
you have had a chance to get your second 
cup of coffee, pour your primer in the roller 
tray and load up the roller brush, rolling a few 
times in the tray to get off the excess primer. 
Roll your primer up and down onto sections 
of the wall until completely covered. Read the 
instructions carefully on the back of the primer 
container before applying paint. You will want 
to ensure the primer is completely dry before 
you start with the paint.

Once the primer is completely dry, you will 
want to start painting below the taped trim. 
Using an angled brush that’s dipped in paint 
about a third of the length of the bristles, 
carefully paint at the edge of the tape and 

work your way inward a couple of inches until 
you have a narrow strip of paint on the wall. 
Once all of the edges of the wall are painted, 
you are now ready to move onto the bulk of 
the wall with a roller. Dip your roller into the 
paint in the tray and remove any excess paint. 
Paint a large “W” shape (about two to three 
feet wide) with your roller and fill in the empty 
spaces of the shape without lifting the roller. 
Repeat this process until the entire wall is 
covered. Once everything is painted, carefully 
remove the painter’s tape before it completely 
dries so the paint on the tape does not pull 
paint from the wall with it.

The Colour Shoppe Inc.
41 Morton Ave. East

519.753.3406
colourshoppeinc.com

HOME

CHRIS SCHMIDT

HILARY WRATHALL

🔗   hilarywrathall.com

envelope  hilary@peakalliance.ca

It is becoming increasingly difficult for first time home buyers to get into the housing market, so if you are 
like me, your children either do not leave or they come back home.  Sometimes they bring spouses, children 

and debts, sometimes just dirty laundry.

There are many different incentive programs to help your children gain their independence and become first 
time home buyers.  There are various programs through all levels of government, but they all have one thing 
in common: all need a prequalification of not owning a house within five years.  

Did you know that first time home buyers can use up to $25,000 of RRSP contribution as a down payment?  
Did you know there are Brant County/Brantford grants available to qualifying first time home buyers?  

If they do their homework and take advantage of all the possible programs, their dream of home ownership 
could come a lot faster than they thought it would.  By combining such options as participating in the national 
RRSP Home Buyers’ Plan, the CMHC Green Plan, and a municipal down payment assistance program, they 
can end up with a sizable down payment with almost no effort and in no time at all.

So, you see it is possible to get those children out of your house!  You can downsize after all!  Perhaps they 
need a financial advisor to help them budget?  Perhaps you can charge them rent?  All of which you can use 
to put down on your mortgage or save in an account for them to use when they buy their first home.

We all love our children and want what is best for them, a little independence from us is part of growing up so 
onward with the next steps!!

I am here to help you and your children understand more about these programs, navigate the way through 
the websites or help contacting the people they need to work with.  As my slogan says, “Hilary Helps” and I 
live by my word!

You can give me a call at 519-774-1279 or send me an email at  
hilary@peakalliance.ca for a private consultation. 

Hilary Wrathall
Sales Representative

�   Direct  519.774.1279
�   Office  519.442.3100

�   hilary@peakalliance.ca
�   hilarywrathall.com

/HilaryWrathallSRESRealtor

27 William St. Paris

HOW TO GET YOUR GROWN CHILDREN 
TO LEAVE HOME
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DR. ANGELA HANLON, ND.

🔗  ndoc.ca

facebook @HolisticHealingArtsCentre

Stress takes a toll on the body, and there are lots of self-help books out there to spend your 

money on. However, most of my patients lack a basic understanding of the stress response.  

This is about the nervous system, and something I like to call ‘perceived threat.’  Here are 

some things I think you should know.

The Stress Response: Prolonged Fight-or-Flight

The stress response is a state that most of us call “fight-or-flight,” and if we’re in this state 

long enough, the nervous system can move toward a state of collapse (i.e. we crash).  We 

can’t thrive to the best of our potential when stuck in fight-or-flight.  Instead we’re tired, 

cranky, and forgetful.  We also have heightened senses, meaning that annoying sounds are 

really annoying and bright lights can seem blinding. Bad smells can seem nauseating, quick 

movements can make us gasp, and crowded places can be overwhelming.

Stress & Triggers

Triggers are also called stressors.  The body perceives stressful situations in the form of 

triggers.  Even without us knowing, the body can go into the fight-or-flight state as a result 

of a trigger.   We’re not always aware that we’ve encountered a trigger.  We may simply 

start feeling unwell and not understand why.   If this occurs, take a moment to look at your 

surroundings.  Was there a sound, a movement out of the corner of your eye, or an odour 

that may have triggered you?  Are you in a place where something bad happened to you 

in the past?  We all have triggers, they’re hard to avoid.  When your system triggers, give 

yourself a moment to become aware. 

After being triggered, the nervous system must make its way back to a state of neutral 

(wound down mode). This is a process, and it’s common for the nervous system to remain in 

wound-up mode, especially if we’re unaware of what’s happened.

There are intelligent ways to get our nervous systems out of the fight-or-flight state, and 

they aren’t complicated.  They do however require some understanding. I’d like to explain 

this to you in more depth. If you’re interested in exploring this concept with me, call the clinic 

to book an appointment. 

Dr. Angela believes in empowering through teaching, and blends traditional and modern 

medicine for sustainable health care.

Holistic Healing Arts Centre,

274 King George Road, Brantford 
519-751-3488
www.ndoc.ca   

UNDERSTANDING STRESS  THE  BODY ’S  PERSPECTIVENATUROPATHIC NEIGHBOUR

KATHRYN POIRIER

🔗   grcoa.ca

Join the Grand River Council on Aging on Thursday October 18, 2018 at the Dunn 
Building, 440 Elgin Street, Brantford from 4:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

“Time flies when you’re having fun!”  The past ten years have certainly flown by for the Grand 
River Council on Aging and while it was fun, it was also exciting and rewarding.  Little did Dr. 
Jean Kincade dream her presentation to City Council describing her work in North Carolina, 
would have such a positive impact on this community.  Her experience in a community 
that had created a “Master Aging Plan” (MAP) lit the spark that blazed the age-friendly 
development ongoing in Brantford, Brant County and Six Nations today.

A steering committee took responsibility for the research and development of the area’s first 
formal look at what seniors, their families and their caregivers are concerned about. Funded 
by the Ontario Trillium Foundation, the MAP contained 99 recommendations for change and 
improvement.  

Out of that work came the creation of a new non-profit organization to be known as the 
Grand River Council on Aging (GRCOA).  This organization is led by a Board of Directors 
comprised of seniors and those who work with, or on behalf of seniors.  The MAP became 
its first strategic plan giving the fledgling organization both a purpose and a focus for its 
work; its mission “to promote the voice of seniors.” Incorporated in 2010 as a non-profit 
organization, the GRCOA received approval for charitable status in 2017.  

The GRCOA has much to celebrate.  Achieving charitable status was an important 
accomplishment.  Depending on grants for financial support does not support or provide 
sustainability so the GRCOA must fundraise and seek other sources of funds.  As a 
registered charity, the GRCOA can now issue tax receipts for donations.  

 
 
 
After introducing National Seniors Day to our community in 2012, the GRCOA in partnership 
with the City of Brantford and in response to polled research introduced the extremely 
successful “Workshop on a Bus.”  This year marked the 6th annual event on October 1, 2018 
and featured three fully accessible City buses.

And who can forget Taco Fest at Harmony Square?  This annual favourite continues to grow 
and has become an intergenerational festival to be proud of.

Through another grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation, the GRCOA launched a two-year 
research project called the COMPASS.  Led by volunteer Coaches, this project provided 
updates to the original recommendations in the MAP, seeking to gather any changing or 
emerging needs experienced by local seniors.  

In 2015, Former MPP Dave Levac and the Grand River Council on Aging partnered to lead 
the “Age-friendly Community Summit,” a two and a half year project that sought further input 
about the impact aging has on day-to-day life experience.  The Community Impact Report, 
containing 628 recommendations, was published in 2017.  

The GRCOA is a member of the Southwestern Age-Friendly Network made up of 21 
municipalities.  This Network has led to the establishment of Northern and Eastern Ontario 
Age-Friendly Networks.  As well, the GRCOA and 12 other Councils on Aging have now 
incorporated as an Ontario Association of Councils on Aging.

The GRCOA  attends the annual CARP (Canadian Association of Retired Persons)  Fair held at 
the Civic Centre each year and has become known for its informal research method of using 

bingo dabbers.  

The GRCOA is often asked for guidance through presentations and is considered a ‘front-
runner’ by many others around Ontario and beyond.  As an example, two Board members 
made presentations at a recent International Federation of Aging Conference held in Toronto.  
Invited by the International Federation on Aging, two board members presented at their 
recent annual conference.

Come and share a meal and celebrate with us.  Learn how you can get involved. Registration 
is on a first come/first service basis.  Call 519.754.0777 ext. 439 to register and leave your 
telephone number for confirmation.

I T ’ S  A  C E L E B R A T I O N !
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2018
THREE AMAZING PERFORMANCES

THREE STUNNING LOCATIONS

CLASSICAL GUITARS ALIVE
WITH THE GUITAR SOCIETY OF BRANTFORD

Brantford’s own classical guitarists will delight all with both 
ensemble and solo works covering a variety of time

periods important to the development of the classical guitar,
as conducted by Pat Feely.

WOODLAND CULTURAL CENTRE, 184 MOHAWK ST.
 

ALL MY LOVING
WITH THE ODIN STRING QUARTET

Promoting modern Canadian compositions, particularly those of 
Samuel Bisson (BSO Cellist), alongside works of the

classical music literature & popular music.

MOHAWK CHAPEL, 301 MOHAWK ST.
 

PEACE, PRAYERS & REMEMBRANCE
WITH THE BRANT MEN OF SONG

Brantford’s oldest continually performing choral group
will present a program of music focused on the inspiration

of those who gave their service and lives in the
protection of our freedoms and futures.

CANADIAN MILITARY HERITAGE MUSEUM,
347 GREENWICH ST.

 

PERFORMANCES AT 1:30pm, 2:45pm & 4pm AT EACH LOCATION
Choose your starting concert when you purchase your ticket.

 TICKETS ONLY $30 • ON SALE NOW

Available online at 
brantfordsymphony.ca/event/fallmusiccrawl

 

Be seen with
BSCENE

EQUAL GROUND HARVEST 
Equal Ground Community Garden, Friendship House, Brantford

A LOOK BACK AT SEPTEMBER THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

JASON FREEZE
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226-260-3121 

Order your 
Thanksgiving 

Arrangements today!

344 Colborne St 
Brantford ON N3S 3N3 

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
Brantford
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

Burgers & Fries
Wings
Poutine
Wraps

Goo’s Delivers






#BRANTastic

SMALL BIZ
SHOPPING GUIDE
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OCTOBER 
2018

Visit bscene.ca for more event information. 
Submit your events online using our convenient 
submission form! Closing date for next edition: OCT. 20
Email cancellations and changes to events@bscene.ca

BSCENE
PULL-OUT
EVENT GUIDE

BSCENE
PUZZLES

SUDOKU
How To Play:
Complete the grid so each column, row and 3 X 3 box 
(with bold borders) contains every number 1 to 9.

Difficulty Level : 2

Used with permission from 
http://en.top-sudoku.com

For solution see page 14

YOUR GUIDE TO 
173 EVENTS IN 
BRANTFORD, BRANT
AND SIX NATIONS.

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

ONGOING EVENTS

OCT 1 - 28 (EXCLE WED.) • Colton’s Family Fun Farm & Pumpkin Patch 
(Help A Child Smile)

Colton’s Family Fun Farm & Pumpkin Patch 10:00 AM Community

OCT 1 - 31) • Heat Up The Night Warm Clothing Drive various locations in Brantford (check www.bscene.ca) Community

OCT 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 • Kids Can Cook Too Sweet Isa Catering and Cooking Studio 06:00 PM Education

OCT 1 - NOV 18 • Historicity Woodlands Cultural Centre 07:00 PM The Arts

OCT 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 • Zumba Fitness with Joan Minnery St. Basil’s Church 07:00 PM Sports

OCT 2 - 7 • Tour Season Opens - Mohawk Chapel Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks 10:00 AM Community

OCT 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 • FREE Mindfulness Meditation Moksha Yoga Brantford 06:00 PM Sports

OCT 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 • Line Dancing Lessons with Joan Minnery & The 
Waistliners (beginners)

St. Basil’s Church 06:00 PM Education

OCT 3 - NOV 28  • Maker Shop Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 06:30 PM Education

OCT 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 • Line Dancing Lessons with Joan Minnery & The 
Waistliners (advanced)

St. Basil’s Church 07:00 PM Education

OCT 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 • Karaoke Manny’s Place 010:00 PM Entertainment

OCT 4 - NOV 29  • Family Fun Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 10:30 AM Education

OCT 4, 11, 18 & 25  • Zumba Fitness with Joan Minnery Sydenham-Heritage United Church 07:00 PM Sports

OCT 4, 11, 18 & 25  • Open Jam at Manny’s Place w Spectrum Feat, 
Brienna Vos on Lead Vocals

Manny’s Place 010:00 PM Entertainment

OCT 6 - 27 • Fall Festival Brantwood Farms 11:00 AM Entertainment

OCT 7 - 28 • Fall Festival Brantwood Farms 11:00 AM Entertainment

OCT 19, 20, 26 & 27 • Ghost Encounters - 25th Anniversary (Participation 
Support Services)

Brantwood Farms 06:30 PM Community

MONDAY, OCTOBER 1 2018

Shop to Drop MS (online auction Oct. 1 - 14) Community

Numbers in the Workplace - Microsoft Excel (Mon. Wed. & Fri. Oct. 1 - 26) Brant Skills Centre 9:00 AM Education

Off The Wall Aquafit (Mon. Oct. 1 - Dec. 17, 1:00-1:45pm) Brantwood Comm. Centre, Entrance #1 01:00 PM Sports

DIY Wood Sign Workshop Devlin’s Advocate 07:00 PM Education

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2 2018

Range of Motion Aquafit (Tues. Oct. 2 - Dec. 18, 10:00-10:45am) Brantwood Comm. y Centre, Entrance 1 10:00 AM Sports

PA Day Family Skate Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 01:00 PM Sports

Creative Expressions (Oct. 2 - Dec. 4, people w early stage Alzheimer’s 
disease & other dementias)

Brantwood Comm. Centre (Entrance 1, multi-purpose rm.) 01:30 PM Education

PA Day Swim Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 01:30 PM Sports

Bike Night in Paris (Big Brothers Big Sisters of Grand Erie) Wincey Mills 06:00 PM Community

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3 2018

United Way Campaign Bake Sale Family Counselling Centre of Brant 9:00 AM Community

MAKING…Building Community By Making Things Together (Oct. 3,4,5) Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 12:30 PM Education

The Thinking Place: A Lunchtime Speaker Series - Sujata Singh, The 
Climate Reality Project

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 12:30 PM Education

On The Wall Aquafit (Wed. Oct. 3 - Dec. 19, 1:00-1:45pm) Brantwood Comm. Centre, Entrance 1 01:00 PM Sports

LaunchPad Brantford Pitch Competition (pitchers arrive at 3:00pm) Community Innovation Hub 04:30 PM Education

Pumpkin Design County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:00 PM Entertainment

Fall Canning Workshop: Learn to Preserve Foods - Pickles Langford Schoolhouse 07:00 PM Education

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4 2018

MFG Day Tours in Grand Erie various locations Education

Low Impact Aquafit (Thurs. Oct. 4 - Dec. 20, 10:00-10:45am) Brantwood Comm. Centre, Entrance 1 10:00 AM Sports

Fish & Chips (proceeds to charity) Knights Hall 04:00 PM Community

Yoga and the Chakras (3 in Oct., 3 in Nov. & 2 in Dec.) Our Lady of Providence Catholic School 06:30 PM Sports

Tarot Studies Course (& Thurs. Oct. 11, 18, 25 & Nov. 1) Moonshadows Metaphysical Shop 07:00 PM Education

Apathy & Celph Titled Manny’s Place 010:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5 2018

Scare in the Square Harmony Square Entertainment

Country Legends Tribute Tour proudly presented in support of 
Lansdowne Children’s Centre

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

Slider Manny’s Place 010:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6 2018

Scare in the Square Harmony Square Entertainment

Niriah (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Cory Mercer Bell City Brewing Co. 05:00 PM Entertainment

Thanksgiving Weekend Dinner at the Homestead Bell Homestead - The Exchange Café 05:00 PM Community

Natural Path’s Annual Pedal Paddle Pace Natural Path Fitness & Nutrition 8:00 AM Sports

Cory Mercer Tin Cup 09:00 PM Entertainment

Zed - The Led Zeppelin Experience Manny’s Place 010:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 2018

Famous Sunday Brunch Myra’s Bar & Grill 11:00 AM Community

Show N’ Shine For Big Hair Fundraiser Brantford Polish Hall (154 Pearl St.) 11:00 AM Community

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Thanksgiving Dinner Buffet Myra’s Bar & Grill 05:00 PM Community

MONDAY, OCTOBER 8 2018

Myra’s Breakfast Buffet Myra’s Bar & Grill 6:30 AM Community

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9 2018

Tech Coach at the Library County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 05:00 PM Education

Cooking Together (offered by the Brant County Health Unit, Tues. Oct. 
9 - 30, 6:00-8:00pm)

Brantwood Comm. Services, Recreation & Therapy 
Centre, Entrance 1

06:00 PM Education

Serena Ryder Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment
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Voice Over Services  
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

●
●
●
●

Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com

yvonne@roundtablepr.com

Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network

of Engaged Community Members

Jason Freeze
jason@bscene.ca     226.802.2299

Small Biz Week - Support Local

SOLUTION
to our Sudoku puzzle (Page 13)

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10 2018

The Thinking Place: A Lunchtime Speaker Series - The Renaissance 
Quartet, Survival Skills for a String Quartet

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 12:30 PM Education

Zen to End MS (yoga) The Fit Effect (Paris) 05:45 PM Sports

Let’s Talk Shop - Business Insurance Seminar - Insurance Policies Brantford Polish Hall (154 Pearl St.) 06:00 PM Education

Let’s Talk About ADHD (& Nov. 14 & Dec. 12) County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:30 PM Education

Fall Canning Workshop: Learn to Preserve Foods - Apples Langford Schoolhouse 07:00 PM Education

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11 2018

Fish & Chips (proceeds to charity) Knights Hall 04:00 PM Community

Dementia Education (Thurs. Oct. 11, 18, 25 & Nov. 1) Brantwood Community Centre, Entrance 1, Training Rm. 05:30 PM Education

Cannabis Conversation Brant Sports Complex 06:30 PM Education

Menopause - The Musical Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:30 PM Entertainment

Jeff Harding Jeffrey’s Lounge 08:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12 2018

First Friday Grace Gallery 05:30 PM The Arts

Brantford Music Club presents Anagnoson & Kinton - Piano Duo Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:30 PM Entertainment

The Practically Hip Manny’s Place 010:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13 2018

The Parent Bazaar Brantford Fall Sale Branlyn Community Centre 9:00 AM Community

Brant Ventures in Nature Family Hike Apps Mills Nature Centre 10:00 AM Sports

Giant Fall Book Sale County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 10:00 AM Community

Photoshop - An Introduction with Yvonne Morrison (Sat. Oct. 13 - Nov. 3) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 12:30 PM Education

Logan Staats (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Rotary Club of Brantford 5th Annual Perch Fry w Cory Mercer Brantford Convention Centre 06:30 PM Community

Canoe Lake  Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 07:00 PM Entertainment

Terry Sumsion Tribute: Come Dance With Me Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:00 PM Entertainment

Mohawk Chapel’s Graveyard Tour Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks 08:00 PM Education

Thee Empty Hours Manny’s Place 010:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14 2018

Purple and Gold Literacy Games Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 02:00 PM Education

MONDAY, OCTOBER 15 2018

Introduction to Mosaic/Mixed Media Art w Lala Garcia (17+, Mon. Oct. 
15 - Dec. 3)

Grace Gallery 07:00 PM Education

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16 2018

Fatty Legs Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 10:00 AM Entertainment

Fatty Legs Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 01:00 PM Entertainment

Breakfast Speakers Series w One Source Moving Solutions for Seniors Chartwell Tranquility Place Retirement Residence 09:00 PM Education

Countertop Cooking Classes (& Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 13) Mount Pleasant Community Centre 10:00 AM Education

Bike Night in Paris (Big Brothers Big Sisters of Grand Erie) Wincey Mills 06:00 PM Community

Introduction to Acrylic Painting with Brenda Buchura (17+, Tues. Oct. 
16 - Dec. 4)

Grace Gallery 07:00 PM Education

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17 2018

The Thinking Place: A Lunchtime Speaker Series - The Ontario 
Paranormal Society, Tales of Paranormal Investigation

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 12:30 PM Education

Tech Coach at the Library County of Brant Public Library (St. George) 01:00 PM Education

Derek Bond Entertainment & Diamond Entertainment present Galaxy of 
Stars Music of the Big Bands

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 02:30 PM Entertainment

Abilities Centre Celebration Open House Brantwood Comm. Centre, Entrance 1 04:00 PM Community

Business After 5 - BScene (Paris & District Chamber of Commerce) 05:30 PM Education

Meal Prep Class Sweet Isa Catering and Cooking Studio 06:30 PM Education

Fall Canning Workshop: Learn to Preserve Foods - Sauerkraut & Kim Chi Langford Schoolhouse 07:00 PM Education

Real Facts About Fake News County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 07:00 PM Education

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18 2018

Fish & Chips (proceeds to charity) Knights Hall 04:00 PM Community

Sing It Girls - Group Vocal Sessions (ages 7-12) Brantwood Comm. Services Centre, Entrance 1 06:00 PM Education

12 Strategies for Stressful Times w J. Dale Munro Brantwood Comm. Services Centre, Entrance 1 06:30 PM Education

Cirque Éloize Saloon Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19 2018

Countertop Cooking Classes (& Oct. 26, Nov. 2, 9 & 16) South Dumfries Community Centre 10:00 AM Education

Oil Glaze Painting for Beginners w Vanessa Cress-Lokos Grace Gallery 07:00 PM Education

Inspiring Talk by The Honourable Marty Deacon, Senator W. Ross Macdonald School Auditorium 07:30 PM Education

Classic Albums Live - Supertramp - Breakfast In America Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

Bad Decisions Manny’s Place 010:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20 2018

Autumn Bazaar St. Pius X R.C. Church - Parish Hall, Parking Lot Entrance 9:00 AM Community

Multi-Vendor Expo Paris Fairgrounds 10:00 AM Community

Girl Guide Cookie Drive-Thru Fairview United Church parking lot 01:00 PM Community

Paul Bray (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Chiefswood National Historic Site’s Inaugural Harvest Ball & Fundraiser Gathering Place by the Grand 05:30 PM Entertainment

Addams Family Musical Murder Mystery Dinner Sonnenhof German Club 06:30 PM The Arts

Halloween Dinner, Dance & Auction (support Amateur Martial Artists) Dunsdun Legion 06:30 PM Community

Cory Mercer McGonagalls Pub 09:00 PM Entertainment

Nocturnapalooza Manny’s Place 010:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21 2018

Fall Music Crawl (3 performances in 3 locations in 1 day) various locations in Brantford 01:30 PM Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment
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EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

MONDAY, OCTOBER 22 2018

Book Binding Brantwood Comm. Centre, Entrance 1 06:00 PM Education

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23 2018

Button Hole Book Binding County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 06:00 PM Education

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24 2018

The Thinking Place: A Lunchtime Speaker Series - Steve Bredschneider, 
Change Your Thinking, Change Your Live

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 12:30 PM Education

Pop-Up Card Making County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:00 PM Education

Fall Canning Workshop: Learn to Preserve Foods - Fermented Drinks Langford Schoolhouse 07:00 PM Education

An East Coast Party Jensen & Friends Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:30 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25 2018

Big Little Legends - How Everyday People Build Irresistible Brands (BRC) Brantford Golf & Country Club 11:30 AM Education

Lunch and Learn Sessions: Voxx Apparel Chartwell Tranquility Place Retirement Residence 12:00 PM Education

Strengthen Your Mind: A Course for Memory Enhancement Brantwood Comm. Centre, Entrance 1 02:00 PM Education

The Golden Girls - Thank You For Being A Friend Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 02:00 PM Entertainment

Fish & Chips (proceeds to charity) Knights Hall 04:00 PM Community

Tech Coach at the Library County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 05:00 PM Education

Bath Bombs and Scrubs County of Brant Public Library (St. George) 06:00 PM Education

Spooky Splash Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 07:00 PM Sports

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26 2018

Spooktacular Halloween Dinner & Dance Brantwood Comm. Centre, Entrance 1 06:00 PM Entertainment

Tapas in San Sebastian Sweet Isa Cooking Studio in St. George 06:00 PM Education

Campfire Sessions - Halloween Haunted Edition Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 07:00 PM Entertainment

Robert Bruce plays Buster Keaton’s “The General” St. Andrew’s United Church 07:30 PM Entertainment

Something I’ve Done Tour - The Legendary Downchild Blues Band Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

The Undercover Band Manny’s Place 9:00 AM Entertainment

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27 2018

TedXWLUBrantfrd WLU (Brantford) Research & Academic Centre, West Education

Fall Frolic Shopping Event Fairview united Church Hall 10:00 AM Community

Halloween In the Village Children’s Safety Village of Brant 10:00 AM Entertainment

Tarot Studies Weekend Intensive (& Sun. Oct. 28, 11AM - 2:30PM) The Butter Barn B&B 11:00 AM Education

Senshi Scare (Halloween Costume Party) Senshi Academy for Martial Arts 12:00 PM Entertainment

Social Networking (GG PSN) Grace Gallery 01:00 PM Education

Pay No Mind (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Turkey Supper Sydenham-Heritage United Church 05:30 PM Community

Cory Mercer 2 Rivers 06:00 PM Entertainment

70’s Costume Party Sweet Isa Catering and Cooking Studio 07:00 PM Entertainment

Shantero Productions presents Derek Edwards - Alls I’m Saying Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:30 PM Entertainment

Mohawk Chapel’s Graveyard Tour Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks 08:00 PM Education

Arctic Cowboys Manny’s Place 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28 2018

World of Threads Bus Tour to Oakville Brant Sports Complex 11:30 AM The Arts

The Homestead’s 8th Annual Hallowe’en Fun Fair & Magic Show Bell Homestead National Historic Site 12:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29 2018

Annual General Meeting - Paris Performers’ Theatre Paris Fairgrounds, SEB building 06:30 PM Education

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30 2018

Contact North Drop-In Support County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 10:00 AM Education

Bike Night in Paris (Big Brothers Big Sisters of Grand Erie) Wincey Mills 06:00 PM Community

Historical Lecture Series Burford Township Museum 07:00 PM Education

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31 2018

The Thinking Place: A Lunchtime Speaker Series - Jacques Pauwels, 
Images of War

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 12:30 PM Education

Heckle The Band with DJ Shrek Manny’s Place 010:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1 2018

Fish & Chips (proceeds to charity) Knights Hall 04:00 PM Community

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2 2018

First Friday Grace Gallery 05:30 PM The Arts

Helping the Helpers Focus on the Family Salvation Army Church 07:00 PM Education

Bounty Enterprises presents Hotel California Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3 2018

Researching First Nations Families Brant OGS Resource Centre 9:30 AM Education

Two of a Kind Show (MS Society Grand Erie Chapter) Walter’s Greenhouse & Garden Centre 10:00 AM Community

What A Character! The good, the bad, and the highly questionable Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (main gallery) 12:30 PM Education

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4 2018

Introduction to Relief Printmaking w Aliki Mikulich, BA Fine Arts Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 10:00 AM Education

Linked Bead Earrings with Moon Artist Jewelry Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM Education

A Tribute to Bill Johnston & The Burford Times County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 02:00 PM Community

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Music Club presents The Gryphon Trio - cello, violin & piano Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 03:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5 2018

Brant Theatre Workshops presents Sisters In Solace Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:00 PM The Arts

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7 2018

Speaker: Dave Levac (RTO/ERO Brant District 40) Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 12:30 PM Education

The Thinking Place: A Lunchtime Speaker Series - Heather McNally, 
Discover Brantford Municipal Airport

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 12:30 PM Education

Bean Brody - Acoustic Tour w special guest Andrew Hyatt Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

ADVERTISING WORKS... 
YOU JUST PROVED IT!

PUT YOUR BUSINESS 
CARD IN FRONT OF 

THOUSANDS OF EYES!
10,000 copies every month 

Available at 500 locations in Brantford, 
Brant County & Six Nations

Contact: 
Jason Freeze

226-802-2299   jason@bscene.ca

SUPPORT LOCAL!
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BRANTFORD BURST 5K RUN 
Sept. 9 at Earl Haig Park, Brantford  D JASON FREEZE

Our community got a Big Burst of Colour on Sunday, September 9th! 

To celebrate Grandparents’ Day, Skip Brant held their annual 
Brantford BURST 2018 Colour Fun Run which was held at Earl Haig 

Family Fun Park. 

There was lots of fun and excitement even though it was a cooler 
day. People were warmed up with some exercises and then treated 

to some ice cream after the run. 

Make sure to Be Seen getting colourful at next year’s event! 

Story and Photography by: Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK AT SEPTEMBER THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

SPCA OPEN HOUSE • BRANTFORD, ON D JASON FREEZE

GOO’s 8TH ANNIVERSARY • SEPT. 8, BRANTFORD D JASON FREEZE
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Another amazing month has come and gone 
in Downtown Brantford. This September 

was a blast. It is always such a great time of 
year as the days are warm, the evenings are 
cool and each make for the perfect atmosphere 
for a walk through our city’s core. It’s not hard 
to tell that the students are back. There’s an 
energy down here that permeates outward as 
the next generation of Brantford and beyond 
shop, dine, and are entertained and educated 
downtown. Businesses love this month as more 
traffic comes through their doors than any other 
time of year. Families from far and wide are 
visiting and everyone is eager to show off our 
downtown!

New additions to Downtown Brantford include 
BrantNow Everything Local, A Pizza Factory 
and Brantford Print. The long awaited Laurier 
Brantford/Y.M.C.A. is finally open! Locals were 
invited to tour the facility in early September 
and now the doors are open and programs are 
running. What a fantastic addition to the south 

side of Colborne Street. Also, the development 
of One Wellington is going forward full steam 
and everyone is eager to see this high-rise 
building take shape. 

Events in Downtown Brantford never end. If 
you listen closely, you can still hear the smooth 
sounds of jazz echo out from Harmony Square 
and down Dalhousie. Evening comedy shows, 
art displays, dancing, concerts, and festivals 
made downtown a landmark destination in 
Brantford this September. October is going 
to be no different with events like Scare in the 
Square and many, many more coming soon!

We suggest that you make Downtown 
Brantford your destination and visit everything 
it has to offer. Connect with us online at www.
downtownbrantford.ca and find a full directory 
that lists all the businesses in the downtown 
core and join us on Facebook to keep up 
with what’s happening downtown daily.  Like 
our page, share our posts and share your 
experience in Downtown Brantford. We will be 
back in November with another update so make 
sure to check back then.

THE LAURIER BRANTFORD/Y.M.C.A. AND THE SMOOTH SOUNDS OF JAZZ IN DOWNTOWN BRANTFORD

CHRISTINE MACARTHUR

🔗 brantlibrary.ca 

facebook brantlibrary 

twitter @brantlibrary

instagram brantcountypubliclibrary 

“I love our Slow Stitching Group! During our drop-
ins we start with a Show and Tell and share 

news. After that we stitch and talk and laugh. We 
discourage any form of self-criticism and oooh and 
aaaah over our masterpieces! The program officially 
ends at 4:00 pm but many stay until five or later. I 
believe that is a sign of success!” 

When asked to describe her program, Adele Service, 
who works in Children’s Services at the Paris Branch, 
is clearly passionate about slow stitching. Since 
January 2018 she’s been leading an ever-growing 
group of needle and thread enthusiasts in the 
meditative process of slow stitching. Adele began 
group as she wanted to share her own experience of 

finding satisfaction and fun through the exploration 
of creativity. 

The benefits of creative activities are numerous: 
calming and meditative, they can relieve stress 
while increasing problem-solving skills, focus, and 
concentration. Plus there are all the benefits that 
come from socialization and collaboration like 
increased self-esteem, self-confidence, and sense 
of belonging. That’s why the County of Brant Public 
Library offers so many creative clubs for adults 
from knitting to slow stitching, crafting circles to 
scrapbooking nights, and more. Slow Stitching, 
which takes place every Monday at the Paris Branch 
from 2:15-4:00 pm, is just one of those activities. 
The Library even offers ways for members to 
continue exploring at home, by lending a variety of 
maker kits including a sewing machine, spinning 
wheel, paper punches, and more.

Adele invites anyone interested to drop by: “If you 
share a love for the feel and colour of fabric and a 
desire to be creative in an open ended way, join us. 
One of the best side effects has been a sense of 
friendship and sharing, which continues to evolve!”

To learn more about how you can benefit from our 
free creative clubs, please visit the Library’s website 
www.brantlibrary.ca or call 519-442-2433 for more 
information. 

CREATIVE WAYS TO RELIEVE STRESS

Submitted Photo
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JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz

facebook @jjackowetz

The 1980s was a tumultuous time for the 
farm equipment industry. The closing 

of Massey’s and White’s rocked Brantford. 
Would the City ever recover, or was this 
the beginning of a continuous decline for 
Brantford?

INDUSTRIAL 
SITUATION

The good times of the 1970s were 
expected to continue into the 1980s. 
Growth was projected to average three 
percent throughout the decade. However, 
the slowdown of the economy came 
fast and furiously. In July-1980, the total 
number unemployed in the City reached 
4,500, in May it had only been 1,000.

Massey-Ferguson and White Farm 
Equipment were in financial trouble, the 
worst they ever experienced. To conserve 
cash, Massey-Ferguson extended their 
usual one-month summer shutdown to 
three-months.

The parent company of White Farm 
Equipment, White Motor Company of 
Canada, sustained heavy losses during 
the first six-months of 1980. This led to 
rumours that the Brantford operation 

would be sold or closed down. In July, 
White Motor Company of Canada entered 
into voluntary bankruptcy to reorganise 
their debt. The planned two-month 
shutdown of the Brantford White Farm 
Equipment plant was extended indefinitely.

By March-1981, the number of workers 
unemployed in the City had reached 
6,200. The welfare rolls swelled to 1,200.

The workers at White Farm Equipment 
accepted a modified contract in 
March-1981. This led to the recalling of 
workers laid-off and assisted in closing 
the sale of the company to Linamar 
Machine Ltd. of Guelph and Texas-based 
TIC Investment. In spite of these moves, 
200 workers were laid-off in August 
as market conditions did not improve. 
These workers were not eligible for 
unemployment insurance because they 
did not work long enough to qualify.

In April, Massey-Ferguson announced the 
closing of their factory in Des Moines, 
Iowa, moving 220 jobs to Brantford. 
The company also received loan 
guarantees from the federal and provincial 
governments. The Brantford plant was 
shut down in November because of the 
continuing poor market conditions; the 
second shutdown in two years.

Local service and support companies 
felt the effect of the shutdowns. Social 
services were dealing with a large increase 
in demand, demand that outstripped 
the ability to provide timely assistance. 
The Mayor-Warden’s Committee on 
Services to the Unemployed, a joint 
City/County taskforce, was organised 
so the newly unemployed would know 
what local community services were 
available to them. The Brant Social 
Services Committee was seeking federal 
and provincial assistance with welfare 
payments and job creation.

By the end of 1981, unemployment stood 
at over 22 percent, 8,000 workers were 
out of work. A Toronto writer wrote: …
Brantford is taking a beating the likes of 
which hasn’t been seen since the Great 
Depression. Besides the high level of 
unemployment, the City faced a significant 
increase in welfare cases, an increase in 
property taxes, and a decrease in housing 
starts. Because of the publicity around 
how poor the local economy was, the City 
was not able to place $1.1 million worth of 
the bonds in the market at a reasonable 
interest rate in June-1982.

The City did not stand idle during these 
turbulent times. Efforts were made 

to diversify the local economy. Local 
manufacturers were asked to acquire 
their parts from local firms rather than 
importing them. Development of the 
Northwest Industrial Park began as the 
Braneida Industrial Park had virtually no 
vacant land available.

The federal government established 
the Industry and Labour Adjustment 
Programme, a scheme to provide funding 
for companies to relocate or expand 
in hard hit regions. The City’s request 
for ILAP assistance was approved in 
January-1982.

The expected turnaround at Massey-
Ferguson in 1982 did not occur. Although 
1,800 workers were recalled in January 
and the company announced that the 
production of four-wheel drive tractors 
was to start in November, continuing poor 
market conditions forced the shutdown of 
the plant in August. 200 salaried staff were 
also laid-off. In September, the company 
extended the shutdown into the next year 
and also shut down their Toronto plant.

The effects from the ILAP programme 
were felt immediately. After the one-year 
programme had run its course, Brantford 
had seen the best results of all the 
communities using ILAP, thus a six-month 

Aerial view of Massey-Ferguson’s Park Road North complex. (photos courtesy of the Brant Historical Society)

Massey Combines Corporation baseball hat. (photo courtesy of the Brant Historical Society)
Massey House, the head office of Massey Combines Corporation. The company moved here in Decem-
ber-1987, four months before they filed for bankruptcy. (photo courtesy of the Brant Historical Society)

Images courtesy of the Brant Historical Society except as indicated

Brantford
in the

198O's
Part 4
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extension was granted. ILAP helped create 
3,000 new jobs in the area, twice the 
number originally expected.

At the end of 1982, 10,161 workers were 
out of work in a city of 75,000. The welfare 
rolls classified 60 percent of the recipients 
as employable.

White Farm Equipment was in poor 
shape although it did have one ace up its 
sleeve. The factory developed and held 
the patent for the manufacture of a new 
axial-flow rotary combine; a revolutionary 
development in combine engineering. In 
March-1982, the company announced 
plans to close the plant indefinitely, laying-
off 925 workers. To keep the plant alive TIC 
Investment took control of the company 
and promised to guarantee 1,200 jobs 
until at least 1990 for the rights to the new 
combine. However, the company was not 
able to repay its bank loans and could not 
secure any further government assistance. 
On 13-June-1983, the banks forced the 
company into bankruptcy. The employees 
tried to buy the plant and the combine 
technology but were not able to raise the 
money. In December-1983, Borg-Warner 
Acceptance Corporation of Chicago 
bought the company and negotiated a new 
contract with the workers.

With the new 9720 axial-flow combine 
the company was able to increase its 
Canadian market share from seven 
percent to twenty-two percent. In 
March-1985, 250 employees were laid-off. 
On 10-April-1985, the company was again 

placed into receivership. The province was 
willing to increase its loan guarantees, 
but the federal government was not. With 
no other money available, the company 
was forced to liquidate, after 108 years in 
business. The rumour was that Massey-
Ferguson thwarted the rescue effort 
in order to get its hands on the axial-
flow technology from the receiver. The 
contents of the company’s engineering 
centre went on the auction block in 
September-1985.

Massey-Ferguson began calling back 
workers in January-1983. In April-1983, 
the company announced plans to close 
its Toronto plant within two to five years 
and move all production to Brantford. The 
plant’s future looked secure. In 1984 the 
company invested $5.5 million to upgrade 
its Park Road North complex. In 1985, the 
company announced it would be the major 
tenant at Massey House, a new office 
tower in downtown Brantford located 
across the street from the library. It is now 
Laurier ’s Grand River Hall.

1985 turned out to be a disastrous year for 
the company, only 1,100 combines were 
produced. During the period 1979 to 1981 
the company produced 35,000 combines 
in Brantford. 1,325 workers were laid-off 
in November-1985. When things look 
bleak and sales do not materialise what 
is a company to do? Reorganise. When 
everything else fails shuffle the deck.

At the end of 1985, the combine division 
was reorganised as a separate company; 

everything combine related was moved to 
Brantford including production, research, 
and marketing. In May-1986, Massey-
Ferguson was divided into two separate 
companies, the combine company became 
Massey Combines Corporation, based in 
Brantford, and the rest of the company 
was reorganised as Varity Corporation. 
Varity was chosen to recognise the Verity 
Plow Company, an early constituent piece 
of Massey-Harris. Is it a coincidence that 
Varity rather than Verity was used? The 
president of the Massey-Ferguson at this 
time was Victor A. Rice - VARity. Varity 
moved to Buffalo, NY in 1991 and ceased 
to become a Canadian company.

Virtually all of the debt of Massey-
Ferguson was transferred to Massey 
Combines, creating an unsustainable 
financial situation for the new company. 
Unable to meet its payment to a creditor, 
the company was forced into bankruptcy 
on 4-March-1988. The unimaginable, 
Brantford without Massey, became reality. 

As much as the closing was expected, the 
finality still came as a shock to the city.

Was the separation of Massey Combine 
and Varity Corporation an attempt by 
Victor Rice, Massey-Ferguson’s President, 
who engineered the reorganisation, an 
attempt to jettison an unwanted and 
unprofitable portion of the business? 
The bankruptcy resulted in retirees with 
capped pensions and no health benefits.

As the drama of the decline of the 
two pillars of the Brantford economy 
played out, the City was busy improving 
and expanding its industrial base. The 
unemployment rate in the City dropped 
drastically by the end of 1983. The City’s 

Director of Economic Development 
declared 1984 as a banner year as 14 new 
companies established themselves in the 
City.

Success continued into 1985. 28 new 
manufacturing firms located in the City 
in two years which led to the creation 
of 1,600 new jobs. The City no longer 
had trouble selling its debentures. The 
unemployment rate had decreased to 12 
percent by October-1985. Building permits 
had increased and Revenue Canada 
reported that workers in the City were 
making more money.

Some of the new names on the industrial 
scene included Westcan Electrical 
Manufacturing Ltd., attracted by the ILAP 
programme, Kuriyama Canada, the City’s 
first Japanese company, that specialises 
in hoses for agricultural and industrial 
machinery, Inmont Canada, a manufacturer 
of paint finishes for the auto industry, 
Slacan, a division of Slater Steel, and 
Koolatron Corporation, a manufacturer of 

portable refrigerators. Although Brantford 
was not able to attract the new Toyota 
plant or the GM/Suzuki joint venture, 
the closeness of the plants to Brantford 
helped automotive parts suppliers in town.

The City purchased 150 acres of Massey 
Combines property to add to its industrial 
land reserve. The Massey complex 
became the Brant Trade and Industrial 
Park that attracted small and large 
industrial tenants. In November-1989, 
Stelco Fasteners, a bolt and nut supply for 
the auto industry, became the Park’s first 
major tenant. 67 new companies settled in 
Brantford between 1988 and 1989.

White Farm Equipment workers’ last pay day 13-June-1983 when the company first filed for bankruptcy 
protection. The company was placed into receivership one final time on 10-April-1985. (photo courtesy of the 

Brant Historical Society)

Aerial view of White Farm Equipment’s Mohawk Street complex. (photos courtesy of the Brant Historical Society)

White Farm Equipment’s auction of assets, September-1985. (photo courtesy of the Brant Historical Society)

White Farm Equipment’s revolutionary 9729 Axial Flow (Rotary) Combine. 
(photos courtesy of the Brant Historical Society)
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Friday, October 5 & Saturday, October 6
SCARE IN THE SQUARESCARE IN THE SQUARE

      10th 
Anniv�s�y       10th 
Anniv�s�y       10th 
Anniv�s�y       10th 
Anniv�s�y       10th 
Anniv�s�y 

All ages welcome!        harmonysquare.ca

Join us if you dare! An event that is sure to be a fright. 
Come dressed as your best & celebrate the night!

Enjoy the Haunted Fun House, Escape rooms, Zombie Blood Bath & Walk,  
Ghost Hunts, Trick-or-Treating, Dog Parade, Game Asylum & so much more!

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

twitter @YWiele

🔗 roundtablepr.com 

Just a few years ago, Lenny Wilde graced the cover of BScene 
for a feature article about his new Americana album, Savannah 

Nights. Then we brought you a 
story about the resurgence of his 
Shotgun Records enterprise with 
partner Danny Thompson.

But life has taken a twist. Wilde 
has been diagnosed with ALS (Lou 
Gehrig’s disease) and his many 
friends have stepped up to help.

Wilde and his wife Marnie live in 
Cape Coral, Florida, where he’s been 
undergoing costly experimental 
treatments, not covered by 
insurance. To help out, a Tribute/
Benefit for Lenny Wilde will be 
held on Friday November 9th at 
the Gunner ’s Club on Henry St. in 
Brantford.

Steve Beach first met Wilde 
decades ago at his SG recording 
studio in St. George. At the time, 
Wilde was performing in “Lively 
Country” on CHCH TV with band 
members Whisky Hollow, named 
after the legendary Brantford 
neighbourhood he hails from.

Beach helped record music for the 
program. “We hit it off right away,” 
he said. When he learned what his 
longtime friend was up against, he was quick to offer his help with 
the musical tribute.

Joyce Colleya, a life-long friend who grew up across the road from 

Wilde “right in Whisky Hollow” is handling the nuts and bolts of 
the event. She’s overwhelmed by the outpouring of community 
generosity, many who have come forward without even being asked.

Gunner ’s Club manager Peter Sheere, also an old friend and 
neighbour of Wilde’s, has offered use of the entire club and the 
food for the buffet lunch free of charge. And Pat Alonzo Music Shop 
has volunteered the use of any musical equipment that might be 
needed.

And then there are the musicians.

Vern “Fatty” Smith, Guy Wilkes, Pierre Maher and Steve Beach will be 
on hand. The Danny Thomson band and Jim Windle’s, Big Joe Blues 
Band will also take the stage. Music will also be provided downstairs 
by Pierre Maher.

“We expect people will migrate upstairs and downstairs as old 
friends and neighbours talk to people they haven’t seen in years,” 
says Windle.

Windle says Wilde has been honest with himself about what having 
ALS means. “He’s found his peace with it and now it’s all about 
saying goodbye to friends and that’s what this gathering will allow 
him to do,” he said.

Joyce Colleya says meantime, she expects the event to be sold 
out quickly and there won’t likely be tickets available at the door. “It 
should be a good night,” she said.

Tickets are available for $20 at Alonzo’s Music Shop on 
Charing Cross, from any of the musicians and 
Joyce Colleya at j_calleya@hotmail.com.

MUSICAL TRIBUTE TO LENNY WILDE, A CHANCE TO SAY GOODBYE
S I N G E R / S O N G W R I T E R  M U S I C I A N  B A T T L I N G  A L S
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BScene reached out to all Brantford and 
Brant County Mayoralty candidates with an 
election questionnaire.

Following are the responses we received.

ELECTION SPECIAL

MEET THE 
CANDIDATES!

BRANT COUNTY 
On October 22nd, people are called to vote for their 
local municipal governments, so we wanted to get to 
know the candidates. For these elections, we limited the 
questionnaire to the Mayoral candidates to conserve 
space. But please get to know your local Ward candidates 
and those running for the School Board positions. As 
we’re all about positive and local, we asked the Mayoral 
candidates a few questions to shed some light on their 
community spirits. 

Here are the answers from 3 of the 4 Brant Mayoral 
candidates. Unfortunately, we did not hear back from Don 
Cardy. 

We hope that their answers help you to make your 
decision on October 22nd. Please take some time to get 
to know all of the candidates and to go vote as our local 
government can have a large impact on our day to day 
lives. For more information about the elections please 
visit: www.brant.ca/elections

DAVID BAILEY

Name: David Bailey 

Office Location: 13 Main St South St. George 
Contact Info: 519 448 3370 519 732-8773
Social Media/Web: David Bailey for BRANT County 
Mayor – dabbjet@on.aibn.com

How are you involved in our community? 

I have chaired many groups and boards including the 
Police Services Board for the third term, the Brant 
Community Foundation, the South Dumfries Trade and 
Tourism Board, many not for profits in both the City 
and County (Brantwood, Animal Aid Foundation) and 
many other things. 

What are your favourite local event(s)? 

I love Applefest! I have chaired this event for over 5 
years. 

I also enjoy the Paris and Burford Fairs. 

What inspired you to run for elections?

The life style we enjoy - people can’t believe that we 
live everyday surrounded by such beauty, enjoying 

nature and home spun goodness at every turn. 

How do you want to make our community better? 

I want the people of the County to be happy again. I 
want people to enjoy the life and life style they signed 
up for in moving to the county as well as maintaining 
the lifestyle of the pioneer residences that have 5 
generations of history invested in only place they have 
ever known. To promote all the good things that the 
different towns, villages and side roads have to offer. 
Listen to the people and try with all I have to help make 
them be happy again, because the count have been 
happy in the past and I believe along the way people 
have dropped the ball – not on purpose I’m sure, but 
the ball has been dropped just the same.

Why should people vote in the elections? 

PEOPLE should vote because its time for CHANGE. 
The tone of politics in the world and the province 
seems to have given people permission to behave 
badly and with disrespect. We need to vote because 
we have to let people know that the residents of the 
County of Brant are not interested in this behavior, 
it’s not what we are all about. We want to be seen 
by the world as very lucky people – because we are. 
The County of Brant has it all now and its future will 
only get better when we vote and make sure the right 
people are in place to drive the good news story of the 
County of Brant forward. 

RON EDDY

71 Kitchen School Rd., Paris 
519.442.2040

How are you involved in our community?

Involvement in our community, Brant County as 
mayor.  This means that I attend all County Committee 
meetings as mayor.  I am a voting member and all 
County advisory committees for information input and 
support.  Attendee of all county events and public 
functions also included for support. I also attend as 
many city events and functions as time will permit.  
This includes joint City/County joint committee 
meetings.

What are your favourite local event(s)? 

Favourite local events include auction sales 

throughout the County as well as bazaars, fundraisers 
and entertainment events.

In your opinion, what makes our community 
#BRANTastic? 

The County of Brant is Brantastic because of its 
beautiful well kept gardens and homes its outstanding 
parks, rinks, ponds and streams, thousands of acres 
of Carolinion forest and thriving farm, horticultural and 
gardens cross our location in the wooded Grand River 
Valley with a heritage river including rapid, slow moving 
areas through the County from the North to the South 
East is extremely alluring.  Beautiful.

What inspired you to run for elections?

Because I love living in Brant County I wanted to 
participate in its governance to improve its attraction, 
conveniences and accessibility for all citizens.

How do you want to make our community better? 

Hospital Care and public transportation must be 
provided.  Better Health Care is imperative for our 
citizens. Expansion of nature gas supply is essential to 
lives, to cost of energy, our roads and bridges must be 
expanded and improved to improve transportation.

Our remaining farm land and aquifer must be strongly 
defended.

Brant, Ontario and Canada are democratic 
governmental entities.  Voting by citizens will maintain 
and guarantee these democracies!

Remember the Willett Hospital must and will be saved.

SHAWN PRATT

Office Location:  5 Grand River St N
Contact Info:  519-761-2988
Social Media/Web:   

How are you involved in our community?

Our family runs a local 24 hour taxi and shuttle service 
to Brantford since 2007.  Grand River Cab Inc. has 
given over $100,000.00 to The County of Brant’s 
Subsidized Transportation Program for seniors and 
people with disabilities operated by the County, since 
2014.

What are your favourite local event(s)? 
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Santa Claus parade, Spring time in Paris, Burford Fair, 
St George Apple Fest

In your opinion, what makes our community 
#BRANTastic? 

Two great rivers, sprawling farm lands, and peaceful 
settings.

What inspired you to run for elections?

The strong support I have received in previous 
[Mayoral campaigns].  The strong belief that I am 
the best man for the future that lies ahead for our 
County.  My passion is to remain a County resident 
and not become a City of Brantford resident.  I believe 
Brantford has a future goal of including the County, so 
they can become larger than Hamilton, within the next 
4 years so they can receive larger government funding.   
When I am elected Mayor, my vote will never be in 
favour of amalgamation or any further land transfers, 
Brantford is large enough. 

How do you want to make our community better? 

Our County has an aging population base, as well as 
a growing young family base, so I believe we need 
sidewalks for all, safer and cleaner streets, slower 
speed limits, more activities for all age groups, a real 
senior centre for all the aged, and certainly more 
affordable housing.

Why should people vote in the elections? 

When 7 out of 10 people do not vote as in previous 
elections, that means 7 out of 10 people do not 
believe their vote matters, but it really means that 
apathy re-elects the people who have their foot half 
way in the door to stay elected.  Many voters in the 
past 3 elections have voted for change, but there have 
been too many candidates, and the incumbents have 
won with small popular votes from the decided voters.  
Change is still needed even more so than ever before.   

The most important part of my platform is council 
reform.  The County was created 19 years ago … giving 
6 rural Councillors from Wards 1, 4 & 5 fewer citizens 
to represent but ultimately the most power in deciding 
what is best for the County of Brant.  The remaining 4 
councillors from Paris, Wards 2 and 3 are the forgotten 
4 with more citizens to represent and little to no power.  
When the forgotten 4 vote their votes usually are never 
the deciding votes because 4+1(Mayor)=5.  

My council reform is quite easy, give us 2 more 
councillors for Paris, or take two away from the Rural 
County to make it fair for all.  Then with an equal 
number of representatives the Mayors vote will finally 
matter on issues that councillors cannot agree on, and 
it will make a functional government.  I believe that the 
County voters need to stand up for council reform and 
I am asking for the 7 out of 10 citizens to stop being 
apathetic and join in with the 3 out of 10 that for the 
last 12 years have voted for change, and I need your 
vote to give Shawn Pratt a strong mandate for council 
reform.  This will indicate to any and all elected officials 
that this is the direction the County of Brant citizens 
want.

CITY OF BRANTFORD
On October 22nd, people are called to vote for their 
local municipal governments, so we wanted to get to 
know the candidates. For these elections, we limited the 
questionnaire to the Mayoral candidates to conserve 
space. But please get to know your local Ward candidates 
and those running for the School Board positions. As 
we’re all about positive and local, we asked the Mayoral 
candidates a few questions to shed some light on their 
community spirits. 

Here are the answers from 3 of the 7 Brantford Mayoral 
candidates. Unfortunately, we did not hear back from the 
following candidates: Barbara Berardi, Chris Friel, or Dave 
Wrobel and Wayne Maw declined the opportunity. 

We hope that their answers help you to make your 
decision on October 22nd. Please take some time to get 
to know all of the candidates and to go vote as our local 
government can have a large impact on our day to day 
lives. For more information about the elections please 
visit: www.brantford.ca/election

KEVIN DAVIS

Office Location: No office
Contact Info
519-751-8577
Kevin@DavisForMayor.ca
Social Media/Web: 
Facebook: Kevin Davis
Website: davisformayor.ca

How are you involved in our community?

I have been involved in a wide range of community 
activities and organizations including:

• Member of Brantford city council representing 
Ward 2 (1985-91)

• President, Brantford Boys’ and Girls’ Club
• Chairman, John Noble Home long-term care 

facility.
• Chairman, Brantford Economic Development 

Board
• Director, Brantford YM-YWCA Housing Corporation
• President, Brantford Chamber of Commerce
• President, Brantford Aquatic Club
• President, Rotary Club of Brantford Sunrise
• Member, Mohawk College Board of Governors
• Chair, United Way Campaign
• Founding member and president, Brantford 

Collaborative Law Group
 
What are your favourite local event(s)?

• Lion’s Park Canada Day (my Rotary club operates 
the beer tent)!

• International Villages Festival 
• Chamber of Commerce Business Excellence 

Award dinner
• Military Museum Open House
 

In your opinion, what makes our community 
#BRANTastic? 

What makes our community Brantastic is 

When faced with challenging circumstances 
community members are able to set aside their 
differences and work together to build a better future. 
No better example of that is how the community rallied 
through the early 90’s to overcome the devastating 
impact of the closing of Massey’s and White Farm.

Strong sense of community pride, spirit and service.

Legions of volunteers who are committed to helping 
others and making the community better.

Excellent community for raising a family or growing a 
business.

What inspired you to run for elections?

My grandparents had a big influence on me.  They were 
active volunteers and taught me the importance of 
contributing to your community.

When I came to Brantford as a young lawyer, I had 
several mentors who got me involved with community 
groups. One Dick Waterous who believed there is no 
higher level of service than through politics so I served 
on city council.

After decades of council and community experience, 

I want to go the next step and lead city council as 
mayor.

How do you want to make our community better? 

Brantford is a great place to live, raise a family and 
grow a business.  All of my adult life I have worked hard 
with community groups and people from all walks of 
life to make Brantford the best it can be.

However, I’m hearing a lot of concerns about the state 
of our roads, high taxes, inadequate infrastructure, the 
health system, mental health services, the downtown 
and other issues.

Residents want a mayor who will work co-operatively 
with others to get things done. 

We need to be smart about the way we spend money, 
build a strong foundation for future growth and work to 
keep Brantford an affordable place to live. 

Why should people vote in the elections? 

All elections are important, but in a municipal election 
you are choosing the people who run the services you 
use every day and keep you safe and healthy.

You can help decide the future of our city by electing 
a mayor and councillors who will keep taxes in line, fix 
our decaying infrastructure and develop sound plans 
for future growth.

You only get this chance once every four years, so 

take advantage of it.

MICHAEL ISSA

Office Location:         91 Blackburn Drive     

Contact Info:              226-400-1435/416-708-9575

Social Media/Web:      www.ilovebrantford.ca

How are you involved in our community?

I have championed the local diversity committee. I 
was involved with the Toronto District Catholic School 
Board and was a candidate for Ward 7. Focussed on 
‘building a better nation through education’.

What are your favourite local event(s)? 

Sanderson Centre and Harmony Square social 
functions.

In your opinion, what makes our community 
#BRANTastic? 

A very diversified community living in a harmonious 
and friendly atmosphere.

What inspired you to run for elections?

I know the potential of Brantford, the town of 
Alexander Graham Bell, Wayne Gretzky and many 
others, should be put on a map rather than simply a 
name on a water tank.

With a long experience in the business world, I 
know what it takes to find solutions, navigate the 
complicated governmental agencies, and get things 
done.

Why should people vote in the elections?

Citizens should exercise their democratic right. Make 
sure the right person is elected to the right job.
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JOHN TURMEL    

Address: 50 Brant Ave. 

519-753-5122

johnturmel@yahoo.com

SmartestMan.Ca

Index of videos: SmartestMan.Ca/kotp

 
BLOG:

groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/alt.fan.john-turmel

johnturmel@yahoo.com

facebook.com/john.turmel

How are you involved in the community? 

Accordion concerts at hospitals and retirement 
homes.

Provide discount coupons for savings.

What are favorite local events?

Canada Day 

What makes Brantford #BRANTastic: 

Little crime. 

What inspired you to run: 

Bus tickets and LETS timebanking can fund 
everything. 

How do you want to make our community better: 

BUS BUCKS

Pay youth with $2 Bus tickets to ride buses or pay 
taxes.

Student base is $12BB/hour.

Youtube “Bus Bucks” for videos of Brantford kids 
wanting to shovel your snow 8 years ago. 

Pay adults who want to pay taxes or ride buses too.

Pay skilled workers more Bus Bucks per hour.

LETS TIMEBANK

Install a LETS timebank allowing parents to double-
duty babysit each others’ kids and pay with Hours 
IOUs. Others

can take accept them too.

CORRECT TRAFFIC LIGHTS

“No Right on Red” from Brant N. onto St. Paul E. while 
St.

Paul W. has advanced to turn onto Brant S. feels 
wasteful.

Unmatched “advanced” or “extended” lights will be 
corrected.

END FLUORIDATION

Studies have shown “fluoride” is poison. It could 
explain why you didn’t vote to give your kids jobs 
shovelling our snow for City Bus Tickets years ago?

GOLD NUGGET NETWORK DISCOUNT COUPONS

Over 200 Brantford stores

GoldNuggetNetwork.Com/brantford.pdf give a few 
bucks off for a generic Gold Nugget Magic Money 
coupon which I distribute to churches and businesses 
and Brant News.

2017 Magic Money Report GoldNuggetNetwork.Com/
br2017.pdf

ACCORDION CONCERTS

Amber Lea, Riverview, John Nobel monthly

Why should people vote in the elections? 

It gives you the right to complain for better.

KissingerWard5Brantford.ca

KISSINGER
KATHRYN

COUNCILLOR, W
ARD 5ELECT

NEW VOICES,

  NEW EXPERIENCES,

    R
EAL CHANGE!

The following is a paid, political advertisement and does not necessarily reflect the opinion nor endorsement of BScene. 

PLEASE SUPPORT ME ON OCTOBER 22!
   KATHRYN KISSINGER

facebook   katkissingerward5brantford

🔗    kissingerward5brantford.ca

I am ready to bring great changes to our fabulous City. I am reaching out to you to let you know 
that I have your best interests in mind.  Read on to find out where I stand on important issues in our 
community. 

The downtown core is 75% there. I am very happy to see that our community has wonderful 
educational opportunities.  However, issues with property standards, transportation, parking, and 
traffic flow need to be addressed.  The idea of two-way traffic on Dalhousie and Colborne needs to 
be explored.   

There needs to be some policy set on student housing.  The students need a place to live, but they 
shouldn’t all be living downtown.   

Rehabbing/reusing/expanding and better utilizing existing spaces will be the key to our housing 
success.  The city needs to make it hard for landlords/owners to “abandon” sites and drive down 
property values.  We certainly can build more multi-family units and take better advantage of 
existing spaces.

We do not have enough options for transit. Our bus system should connect with Cambridge and 
Hamilton; I want to see GO service expanded to include regular train service; and look at re-
developing the old train tracks that run between local towns, with the idea of turning them into a 
regional system.

Our bus system needs an overhaul.  With the new boundary transfer in place, “now” is the best time 
to make these types of changes.  Our current council feels that not enough people use the system 
so they “can’t justify increases,” when really, it’s not being used because it doesn’t meet the needs.   

We also need to finish the BSAR and look at traffic flows in conjunction with the public transit 
expansion.

For more information, a lawn sign or to help with the campaign, please call 519-755-9254 or email 
katkissinger23@gmail.com
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“My name is Chris and my life changed when I suffered a stroke. Once the 
doctors and medical staff had done all they could, I still needed help.  That’s 
when I found Adult Recreation Therapy Centre (ARTC).  The staff at ARTC are 
helping me reach my goal of being able to walk my daughter down the aisle when 
she gets married.  

It will take a lot of hard work, but with the help from the team at ARTC, I know I 
can do it.  This wouldn’t be possible with the support from Brant United Way.  
Without your donation, I wouldn’t be able to see my little girl to the altar.” 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT TO HELP 25,000 PEOPLE LIKE 
CHRIS IN OUR COMMUNITY.

SHANNON FLEET

twitter @goskip

facebook SKIPBrantford

🔗  goskip.org

You may have thought your mind was playing tricks on you the morning 
of Sunday, September 9th at Earl Haig Pool parking lot and along the 

trail down into Eagle Place neighbourhood. It must have been hard to 
believe that you were seeing such colourful rainbows even though that 
morning was quite cool and the sky quite cloud-covered. However, you 
were absolutely correct with your observations!

The sky and air were filled with SKIP’s (Seniors and Kids Intergenerational 
Programs) Brantford BURST 5K+ Colour Fun Run! Participants and 
volunteers alike tossed various and vibrant shades of colour powder 
throughout the route in support of SKIP’s second annual run. Nearly 400 
participants joined us in our mission to bridge the gap between young and 
old. Students and senior residents will once again connect with curriculum 
activities throughout the school year in surrounding retirement and long 
term facilities developing empathy and understanding for one another 
along the way!

Brantford’s Town Crier David McKee led off the event with an amazing 
introduction!  SKIP Board Member Lukas Newhouse emceed with 
endless enthusiasm as he introduced special guests and announced the 

various prize winners 
(Community Challenge 
winner Lansdowne 

School!) and congratulated the elated, colour-plastered finishing runners! 
Doug The Great amazed all with his stilted talents, Freeway The Clown 
(Brent Goodnough) created wonderful noodle balloon figures, and Ice 
Cream Express provided tasteful treats after the run. The crowd received 
a warm welcome from Director of SKIP Liz Martorano, uplifting thoughts 
and prayer from Arise Radio Station’s Mini Moore, a hyped warmup from 
YMCA/Laurier’s Josie Gratton and Co., and professional singing from Katie 
Sweezey as she led “Oh Canada” before the sounding of the starting horn!

Thanks again to all of the participants, volunteers, and organizations that 
took part - families, schools, retirement facilities, the City of Brantford, St. 
John’s Ambulance, Earl Haig Pool, Digital Duck Inc., Brantford Civic Centre, 
Whatcha Wanna Wear, Brantford Fire Department and more… and to all of 
our many generous sponsors!  We couldn’t have had another successful 
Brantford Burst Colour run without all of your support!  Check out our web 
site at www.goskip.org for event coverage and tons of pictures.  Spread 
the word and see you all again next year!

LANSDOWNE SCHOOL WINS THE COMMUNITY CHALLENGE AWARD
Submitted Photos

BRINGING PEOPLE  TOGETHER  | TO  MAKE THINGS BETTER

Nearly 400 enthusiastic partic-
ipants strolled, walked and ran 
in support of SKIP’s 2nd Annual 
Brantford BURST Colour Fun 
Run!
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twitter @BCHSFoundation

facebook BCHSFoundation

🔗  bchsysfoundation.org

When complications arose during a routine surgical 
procedure, Kelly Mark was confident in the care 

she received from the medical professionals of the Brant 
Community Healthcare System (BCHS) who saw her through 
recovery.

Kelly was scheduled for a hysterectomy on Dec. 14. During her 
consultation with Dr. Christopher Cowan, they discussed the 
possibility of having to perform the surgery through a major 
incision in her abdomen after the discovery that benign fibroid 
tumours had enlarged her uterus, making the procedure more 
difficult than normal. 

Whenever possible, hysterectomies are usually performed 
by laparoscopic surgery, which is less invasive and reduces a 
patient’s recovery time. After discussing various options, they 
both agreed to proceed with laparoscopic surgery.

However, unforeseen complications arose during surgery that 
left Kelly with internal bleeding. She was admitted to the Critical 
Care Unit where the specially trained medical staff kept a close 
eye on her. 

“The nurses were very knowledgeable and efficient, but also 
positive and encouraging,” said Kelly. “I felt well taken care of.”

CT imaging the following day showed there continued to be 
internal bleeding, but the exact source wasn’t clear.

Kelly said Dr. Cowan was very concerned about her condition. 

She said he did everything in his power to find the source of 
the bleeding and repair it, including consulting with a vascular 
surgeon.

“It was pretty clear that he was deeply concerned with what 
happened because he is so meticulous and thoughtful and 
thorough,” she said. “Dr. Cowan did everything in his power to 
make sure I was going to be okay, and I couldn’t ask for more.”

A second surgery on Dec. 16 was performed to remove one 
of Kelly’s ovaries, to rule that out as the source of the bleeding. 
Her incision was packed with medical sponges and Kelly was 
kept on a ventilator and sedated while medical staff monitored 
her condition.

“I felt cared for in the CCU,” said Kelly. “You feel like you’re one-
on-one with the nurses.”

Two days later, a third procedure was performed to remove the 
sponges. “By then the bleeding had stopped,” said Kelly.

All the while, Kelly was well informed about her condition and 
the potential next steps by Intensivist, Dr. Yousery Koubaesh.

Kelly had many positive things to say about the care and 
compassion she received from the medical staff in the CCU. 
One nurse in particular, Margie Hall, became what Kelly called 
her “Nurse Angel.”

“You just wanted to hug her. I knew she’d take care of me,” Kelly 
beamed. “It’s definitely not an easy job for these nurses and 
doctors,” said Kelly.

Kelly also found the compassionate care from the CCU staff 
to be a motivating force that helped her down the road to 
recovery. While performing their medical duties, the staff 
showed they cared about her dignity and comfort.

“Being so sick for so much time can be disheartening,” said 
Kelly. “But even little things such as if I needed to get more 
comfortable in my bed, the nurses would take the time to help 
me roll onto my side so I could sleep.”

“Physiotherapist Charlie Landoni was another great example 
of this,” said Kelly. “He literally and figuratively ‘had me covered’, 

handling everything from my hospital gowns to my physical 
rehabilitation with such grace, dignity and kindness.”

After having been on a ventilator and receiving nutrition 
intravenously, Kelly still had a way to go before her intestinal 
tract was working efficiently enough so she could be released 
from Critical Care. On Christmas Eve, Kelly had recovered to 
the point where she was moved to a room in the Maternal Child 
Unit to complete her recovery. After a thorough assessment, 
she was discharged from the Brantford General on Boxing Day.

Kelly said the best gift she received on Christmas Day was 
being able to have a shower after so many days of CCU 
recovery. Even though she would have rather been at home 
with her family on Christmas Day, Kelly said being at the 
Brantford General was made memorable thanks to Christmas 
movies graciously supplied by staff, a visit from Santa, a 
loveable therapy dog and the Rotary Club carolers who 
stopped by to spread some festive cheer.

Looking back at her time in the CCU at the Brantford General, 
Kelly remains positive about her experience. “It’s really not what 
happens in life, it’s what you do about it and how you handle it,” 
said Kelly. “I think it made all the difference in the world when I 
was treated with so much compassionate, personalized care 
by the doctors, nursing staff and volunteers at the BCHS.”

As Kelly Mark and her family know first-hand, when crisis or 
illness impacts you or a loved one, the Brant Community 
Healthcare System is here to offer you exceptional healthcare 
in your time of need.

Now is the time to make a difference, please consider making 
a gift today that is meaningful to you, and support a strong 
healthcare system for our community.  

Your involvement, through a donation of any size, will allow 
the BCHS Foundation to purchase patient equipment not 
funded by the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care, provide 
essential resources to maintain the exceptional level of 
compassionate patient care, and invest in new and innovative 
technology.

To make a donation, visit the BCHS Foundation website at 
www.bchsysfoundation.org or call 519-751-5510.

KELLY MARK’S RECOVERY BOOSTED BY COMPASSIONATE CCU STAFF
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From left: RN Margaret Hall, PT Charles Landoni, grateful patient Kelly Mark, Intensivist Dr. Yousery Koubaesh and RN Christy Whiddett.
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Be seen with BSCENE
ST. GEORGE APPLEFEST

September 15 & 16, 2018, St. George, Ontario

LAURIER YMCA
GRAND OPENING

September 14, 2018 • Downtown Brantford

A LOOK BACK AT SEPTEMBER THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

JASON FREEZE

The time has finally arrived when the new 
Laurier YMCA building opened their doors on 

Friday, September 14th. 

Staff members were able to take guests on 
tours to view the new facility on both Friday 

and Saturday. And there were a number of 
visitors who were eager to take a look around. 
Here are a few shots of what awaits inside the 

new building. 

Make sure to Be Seen having some fun and 
getting fit at the new Laurier YMCA! 

Story and Photography by: Jason Freeze

JASON FREEZE

GLENN MILLER ORCHESTRA • SEPT 15, SANDERSON CENTRE D JASON FREEZE
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MAID UNMADE
September 8, 2018 at St. Andrew’s Church

JASON FREEZE

HABITAT TWILIGHT SALE
Sept 13 at Habitat Restore, Brantford             

JASON FREEZE

BRANTFORD INT’L JAZZ FESTIVAL • SEPT. 16, HARMONY SQUARE D JASON FREEZE
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