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Is it just me, or has the summer just 
whizzed on by? It sure seems like it 
was a quick summer to me. In the 

next few days, the kids will be heading 
back to school already and our normal 
routines will be back in place. 

September will bring us back to our 
plans and schedules. Back to packed 
lunches and homework; back to our 
meetings and timetables. The summer 
has o�ered us a great time to relax and 
have fun, but now it’s time to come back 
to the basics of our routines. 

Getting back to the basics in our 
lives will allow us to refocus back to 
the every-day things that build our 

foundations. We come back to learning 
new things, and we come back to 
building on our foundations to set 
ourselves up for the future. 

As we move into September, not 
everything will bring us back to the dull 
and boring.  September is a time to bring 
back some great local events too. 

The fall season is upon us and with it 
brings some amazing local favourites, 
like the fall fairs! Right o� the bat, the 
Paris Fair opens up the first weekend 
of the month. This annual event has 
always given our community a fantastic 
send o� into September. And as the 
month rolls on, we’ll get jazzed up 
with the Brantford International Jazz 

Festival, and then we finish o� with a 
month-watering bite into the St. George 
Applefest. 

So even though we might be dreading 
going back to work and school, we 
should be excited at the opportunities 
a new season brings. We should think 
of September as a time of renewal. A 
time to bring back what we enjoy about 
our lives and to look forward to the new 
ideas and experiences we’ll get to enjoy. 

This September, let’s renew ourselves 
with new ideas, new events, and new 
opportunities!
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The Paris Fair is where friends meet, kids 
play and adults stay to savour the sights, 
sounds and musical talents of artists from 

near and far. 

As the Ferris Wheel spins and the Tilt-a-whirl 
twirls, kids alike gather on the Friday of every 
Labour Day weekend for the traditional Paris 
Fair bracelet day at the midway. Parents and 
grandparents typically opt out of the rides - and 
now they have another opportunity to enjoy a 
nice afternoon, thanks to the e�orts of a local fair 
volunteer. 

Cheryl Turnbull, Past President of the Paris 
Agricultural Society Homecraft Division, in 
sponsorship with Goliger’s Travel in Paris and 
the Ladies’ Homecraft volunteeres, present a day 
of musical delight in the G.H. Buck Exhibition 
hall, complete with refreshments and a lunch 
booth, operated by the Homecraft hosts 
themselves. 

The parental escape (hey, kids can join too, there 
are no age restrictions) is a pleasant chance 
to dodge the heat and enjoy some toe-tapping, 
head bopping sounds of country music and the 
best tunes of the 1950s era. The musical show is 
headlined by artists Wayne Wilkinson and Norm 
Shaver, of Two of a Kind and James McDermaid, 
an Alan Jackson tribute artist from Fort Erie, 
Ontario. 

Wayne Wilkinson, of Paris, and Norm Shaver, 
of Guelph have entertained and co-wrote music 

together on and o� for the past 50 years. They’re 
known for performing songs from the 1950s as 
a nod to their youth and the music that filled 
their childhoods, explained Wilkinson. Toss in 
a little old-style country and lots of audience 
participation and these two will have you up and 
dancing before the afternoon is over. 

James McDermaid takes his single act show to 
bars and roadhouses across the province. While 
he enjoys belting out the lyrics to classic country 
tunes from the 1950s, 60s and 70s, he also has 
a special place in his sets for tunes written 
and performed by the legendary Alan Jackson. 
Jackson’s songs, covered by McDermaid, “have 
chronicled the hopes, dreams and values of 
everyday people.”

The first show begins at 11 a.m. on Friday 
September 2, followed by another stellar 
performance from the musicians at 1:30 p.m. 
Catch these artists for free with your paid 
admission to The Paris Fair. There will be plenty 
of seats for guests to enjoy this new event, so 
don’t forget to stop by!

Later in the day, the aroma of homemade 
meatloaf will tease your taste buds when the 
Homecraft Division cooks up its traditional 
Friday evening dinner. 

The Paris Fall Fair runs from August 31- 
September 5, 2016. For a complete list of 
activities and events, please visit  
www.parisfair.com.

The Paris 
Fall Fair
Where Friends Meet

Victoria’s Eternal Spring
By Jan Vanderstelt

It was always spring in Victoria’s heart.

She let me walk with her to the corner,
slow and steady steps,
measured by the weather and the seasons of her discom-
fort.

She spoke of days I’ve never felt and told me stories like 
‘30 days at sea’,
and forever loving a man who was “older and smarter’.

“They didn’t stop me, the love was stronger” she said,
as we sat and rested at the corner of pray and work.

I remember the day she danced a polka at the hall and 
returned home to paint the basement. At 81.

I remember the scrape of a winter morning and the 
smell
of spring cut grass. She put us all to shame.

The melody of her voice still sings the refrain,
“The dandelions will be my flowers,” and I miss her so 
much.

A mentor, a mom, and our heroine. Her garden is fallow 
and
the pears have fallen like tears.

But it was always spring in Victoria’s heart.
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DAVE CARROL

  @DaveCarrol

 Dave Carrol

 bigearcreations.blogspot.ca

Has anyone ever invited you to 
run through money to raise 
money for charity… or even 

just for the fun of it?  Well the “Play 
it Forward Challenge” isn’t one of 
those things.  For years, I’d heard 
of other cities that had corporate 
challenges and essentially “grown-
up play days” where adults could 
get together and compete… but 
have good, easy fun while doing 
it. But we didn’t have one.  So we 
made one! 

Brantford’s first “Play it Forward 
Challenge” is on Saturday 
September 24th at the fantastic 
new Rise Centre.  Presented by 
our friends at The Rise Centre, 
Ready Set Go Event Planning and 
us at Freedom House, the day will 
feature a variety of events such as 
Human Foosball, Wrecking Ball, 
Basketball Challenges, Volleyball 
Challenges, Classic Video Games, 
Trivia Challenges, Bubble Soccer 
Challenge and more. It’s a big 
ole adult “play day” designed for 
teams of 6-8.  The Play it Forward 
Challenge would be perfect as a 
corporate team builder or a day out 
with friends, that will lead to more 
laughs than pulled muscles. 

A portion of the proceeds from the 
Team Up Challenge go towards 
Freedom House’s Kindness Project 
which facilitates free school 
assemblies and in-class sessions 
with Captain Kindness; a�ordable 
housing, food and clothing for 
those in need; and a variety of 
community goodwill outreach 
initiatives like Frosty Fest and 
The Neighbourhood Kindness 
Campaign.  But it gets even better 
(and more personal) than that.

This event is unique in the 
fact that it features the “Play it 
Forward” initiative. Individuals or 
teams can use their participation 
in this event as a way to raise funds 
for their registered charity of 
choice. It’s a way to help those who 
YOU care about helping the most.  
The day is an opportunity for many 
groups, teams and even charities 
to come together, enjoy a full day 
of sport and have MANY di�erent 
charities be financial benefactors.  
It means we all get to be heroes… 
and have fun doing it.  It’s the true 
spirit of The Kindness Project.

Bill Harding of Ready, Set Go 
Event Planning says, ““Investing 
in athletics, teams and this 
community is a passion of mine.  It 
gets my motor running! The Play 
it Forward Challenge is the perfect 
intersection of my passions. To 
be able to partner with Captain 
Kindness to help make a way for 
him to share the good message in 
Brantford’s schools is a bonus”

Register as a team or as an 
individual at $55 per registrant. 
You can register your team today at 
www.playitforwardchallenge.ca. 
Grab some friends and let’s play for 
a day… like we used to.

Grab some friends and let’s play for a day...
like we used to.

THE PLAY IT FORWARD CHALLENGE
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YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

@YWiele

  roundtablepr.com

Frank DiFelice describes his earliest 
introduction into the world of music as 
that of a “12-year-old Italian, Roman 

Catholic, accordion player.”  It’s what his 
parents, Giovanni and Florence-Nellie 
wanted and expected, so he faithfully took 
accordion lessons. “I had to do this or else, 
that would be it,” he says. 

Things were going well until one day he told 
his folks he’d had enough of the accordion 
and he wanted to play drums. “I broke their 
hearts because playing the accordion was 
like an Italian thing culturally at that time,” 
he said.

 After about a year however, young Frank’s 
persistence paid o� and his parents agreed 
to buy him his first set of drums. He would 
practice four to six hours a day and his 
father even built a small stage for the drums. 

Giovanni, who owned a confectionary store 
next to the family home on Elgin Street, 
endured the unending hours of drumming. 
Customers would comment “Frank’s 
practicing again eh?”  

But one day an irritated Giovanni had heard 
enough.

He went to the homes main power breaker 
and killed all the power to the house and told 
Frank to “Get the hell out!” 

So Frank got out, but not for long. The next 
day at about 11a.m. he was back at it and 
the drum beat could be heard reverberating 
throughout the neighbourhood once again.

The relentless practice paid o� and 
eventually Frank became an integral part 
of the local music scene playing in a series 
of bands starting with The Diplomats, 
followed by the popular Jay’s Rayders 
which included TV appearances and tours 
to summer resorts, while building strong 
connections to the Toronto music scene. 

Eventually however, in 1969 Jay’s Rayders 
disbanded. 

Then one night while fast asleep, Frank 
heard a tap on his bedroom window from 
former Jay’s Rayders bandmate Eddie 
Patterson. 

Patterson wanted to know if Frank would 
audition for the Rhythm and Blues group 
Franklin Shepherd and the Good Shepherds.

The move launched Frank’s professional 
career and there was even an opportunity 
to be part of the Powder Blues Band in 
Vancouver, but the Vancouver scene wasn’t 
for Frank. 

He returned to Brantford, became 
disillusioned with the music business and 
by around 1975, he took an o�ce job. 

It wouldn’t last long. Frank got another call 
from guitarist Freddie Keeler who had been 
working with David Clayton Thomas and 
the Shays.

The pair launched another memorable 
group called Jericho, which recorded an 
album produced by Todd Rundgren, in 
Toronto and Woodstock, New York. 

There would be many more bands over the 
years and eventually in 1977 Frank met his 
future wife Nancy, who was singing back up 
in a band that featured popular singer Bobby 
Gri�ths. 

Nancy who had studied opera and piano and 
won many Kiwanis music festival awards 
says, she also “broke her mother’s heart 
when she announced she didn’t want to sing 
opera any longer. 

She worked with many bands in Toronto, 
touring the “northern circuit” in places 
like Orillia, North Bay and Hearst while 
acquiring a music degree from York 
University. 

While living and working in Toronto the 
DeFelice family would grow to include three 
children, daughter’s Seraphina and Christie 
along with son Justin. 

Then after a return to Brantford, Frank and 
Nancy eventually decided to launch the 
Brantford Downtown Jazz series in the mid-
nineties. 

Now in it’s 20th year the series began at 
the humble Brantford Blessing centre on 
Colborne Street, before moving to the large 
front lobby of the Sanderson Centre. 

Franks says the program came about after 
so many local jazz fans approached him with 
comments like “Frank, we’re going to go to 
this place in Toronto on Friday, and we’re 
going to hear Peter Appleyard or we’re going 
to hear Guido Basso.”  

Having worked with many of these artists, 
the DiFelice’s knew they could make it 
happen in Brantford and the downtown 
series has endured.

Meantime, this will be the 9th Annual 
Brantford International Jazz Festival. 
Headliners over the years have included 

Holly Cole, David Clayton Thomas, the 
Manhattan Transfer and Frank Sinatra 
Junior.

This year’s show features crooner Matt 
Dusk.

Frank’s cousin Kenny Marco, now based 
in Saskatchewan is also scheduled to 
perform on the main stage. Marco will bring 
along two other Saskatoon musicians and 
saxophonist Steve Kennedy who performed 
with Marco in the group Motherlode. 

Many will remember Motherlode’s iconic 
hit “When I Die”.

Local youth from Mohawk and Humber 
College will also be highlighted. 

Frank says they try to keep the festival fresh 
and di�erent each year by not repeating 
acts. Some 65 volunteers and a huge number 
of sponsors including TD Canada Trust help 
make it a reality each year.

Although they feel fortunate to do what 
they do, Frank admits “it’s not the easiest 
profession to be in.”

The Brantford International Jazz festival 
runs in downtown Brantford September 
16th, 17th & 18th.  With the exception of the 
Matt Dusk concert at the Sanderson Centre 
all of the outdoor performances in Harmony 
Square and the downtown are free. 

For more information check out www.
brantfordjazzfestival.com.

Photo credit: Dean Ellis

JAZZ FESTIVAL IMPRESARIOS HAVE STRONG MUSICAL HISTORY
Frank and
Nancy DiFelice 
work year round 
to make the  
festival happen

SAT.  SEPT. 17
8:30 PM

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

Tickets $42

Box O�ce 1.519.758.8090 
Toll Free 1.800.265.0710 

sandersoncentre.ca

presents MATT DUSK
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 @BCHSFoundation

 BCHSFoundation

 bchsysfoundation.org

An illness that started with flu-like 
syOperating a modern, state-of-the-
art hospital within tight budgetary 

constraints and the rising costs associated 
with an aging population often requires 
operational creativity in order to maintain the 
exceptional level of compassionate patient 
care expected by the surrounding community.

Last year alone, Brant Community Healthcare 
System (BCHS) saw 54,700 patients in the 
ER – a startling 15 per cent increase over the 
numbers from just two years earlier. Other 
statistics are equally worrisome: the average 
number of Clinical Laboratory tests are up 
40 per cent from 2014, Diagnostic Imaging 
are processing over 11,000 more tests during 
that same period. In 2015 the hospital was 
operating at an occupancy rate calculated at 
two percent over maximum capacity.

Clinical resources can often be stretched 
paper-thin when faced with these types of 
numbers and that’s when volunteers become 
a vital commodity. When local healthcare 
is struggling to keep pace with demand, our 
generous volunteers are the di�erence-makers 
of the Brant Community Healthcare System.

Help from volunteers can come in many forms. 
Some work a few days a week at the reception 
desk giving directions to patients and visitors 
or o�ering a welcome smile, while lifelong 
volunteers like Linda Camick prefer to serve 
customers at the Association gift shop.

Linda, a twenty-year volunteer veteran, 
says she got into the program at the Brant 
Community Healthcare System because she 
enjoyed meeting people. 

“I volunteer in the gift shop because it was an 
ideal way to keep busy, meet people and give 
back,” she said. Linda also contributes her 
cross-stitch pictures to the annual Christmas 
ra�e.

Oftentimes, volunteers have a family 
connection to the hospital that inspires them 
to contribute their time and e�ort. 

Linda’s gift shop partner, Carole Hendershot 
was attracted to the volunteer program 
because she had friends who were already a 
part of the organization, but now her role has 
expanded. “I started here after my husband 
passed. I’ve been here five years and I’m now 
the Vice-President of Fundraising for the 
Association,” she said.

“I help to organize two barbecue events a year 
and the food truck program. We also have a 
concert coming up in the fall featuring Brant 
Men of Song,” she said.
Interestingly enough, one of those concert 
singers is also a hospital volunteer.

When Jim Fleming retired in 2009, it was an 
easy decision for him to become a volunteer at 
the Brantford General Hospital.

“I su�ered my second heart attack in 1999 
and from the minute I arrived at Emergency 
I received amazing care from the doctors and 
nurses. I was transported to London where 

I had a quadruple bypass and 
the follow-up care back in 
Brantford was exceptional.”

Jim not only volunteers at 
the information desk as part 
of the People and Resources 
Navigator team, but is also 
the vice-chair of Marketing 
and Communication on the 
Volunteer Association Board.

“For me volunteering is the 
best way to say thanks to the 
sta� at the Brantford General 
Hospital.”

Monetary contributions from 
generous community donors 
pay for vital equipment and 
services in the hospital, but the 
time and e�ort put in by our 
dedicated volunteers is just as 
important. 

BCHS President and CEO, Jim 
Hornell is a vocal advocate of 
a strong volunteer presence. 
“We are so very fortunate to 
have our volunteer force,” he 
said. “We wouldn’t have the 
type of hospital we have today 
without that connection to 
the community. We absolutely 
must recognize their contribution and the vital 
role they play.”

The Volunteer Association also o�ers much 
more than practical help.

To date, the organization is responsible for 
contributing over $2.9 million to the BCHS 
Foundation’s patient equipment fund, 
benefitting eleven di�erent areas of patient 
care at the Brant Community Healthcare 
System and making them the second largest 
donor next only to SC Johnson & Son.

Recent donations from the Volunteer 
Association have been used to refurbish the 
Palliative Care Unit and provide ventilators 
and beds for Critical Care, but their history of 
giving dates back almost to the hospital’s birth 
in 1912.

Despite the comprehensive level of support 
the BCHS receives each year from the 
Volunteer Association, there are still 
important areas of need.

“Recruitment is always a major concern,” said 
Kari Astles, Senior Coordinator of Volunteer 
Engagement. “Once our university and college 
volunteers go back to school at the end of the 
summer we have an instant shortage of help.”

The Patient Resource Navigator (PRN) 
program, Diagnostic Imaging, Pediatrics 
and the newly minted Senior Visitor 

program are all areas in the hospital with 
urgent volunteer gaps.

“More than 25 per cent of our volunteers are 
over the age of 75, so not everyone is capable 
of doing more than one shift, but we are 
deeply grateful for whatever time they can 
spare.” Astles continued. “We’re constantly 
on the lookout for volunteers looking to make 
a di�erence and help champion the BCHS 
Volunteer Association’s guiding principle of 
‘Enhancing the patient experience every day.’”

If you are interested in volunteering, download 
an application form from the hospital website 
at www.bchsys.org/join-us/volunteer-bhcs, 
or call Volunteer Services at 519-751-5544, 
extension 2276.

Also, visit the BCHS Gift Shop’s Facebook page 
online for weekly deals and details of their 
extensive line of patient services. On Friday, 
August 26 check out the Volunteer Association 
food truck event from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  
Choose from Urban Express’ mouth-watering 
steak sandwiches, Mexican-inspired treats 
from The Luchador or soft serve ice cream 
courtesy of Kool Jim’s. You can find the food 
trucks parked in Lot F on Lawrence Street in 
Brantford. On-street parking is available and 
proceeds benefit the BCHS Foundation.

To make a donation, visit the 
BCHS Foundation website at 
www.bchsysfoundation.org 

or call 519-751-5510. 

VOLUNTEERS ‘ENHANCING THE PATIENT EXPERIENCE EVERY DAY.’

August 25, 2016 The Kate Broddick team presents a cheque for $1500.00 to the BCHSF

Cooking up hot dogs and burgers at the BCHS Volunteer Association BBQ & Baskin 
Robbins Ice Cream Day with BCHS volunteer Debbie Kew (left) and Volunteer 
Association Gift Shop Coordinator, Patti Colombo.
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LINDSAY ROCHE

arnoldandersonsportfund.com

The fifth annual Hockey Night 
in Brantford saw all levels of 
local hockey talent face-o� to 

support a local charity. Team (Adam) 
Henrique fell to Team (Zac) Dalpe 
8-5 in an exciting game on August 10 
at the Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre. 
The evening paid tribute to the late 
Arnold Anderson, and raised $70,000 
for the Arnold Anderson Sport Fund.

“The reason we do this is to raise a 
significant amount of money for a very 
worthy cause,” explained Member of 
Parliament for Brantford-Brant Phil 
McColeman.

“We pay for sports, registration for 
kids for when their parents cannot. 
Any sport - basketball, hockey, 
volleyball. They get $350 a year, so if 
they play basketball they can probably 
also play soccer for that amount,” 
explained Stan Worozo, President of 
the Arnold Anderson Sport Fund. The 

organization will also be supporting 
all sports in Brant County as of 2017.

Arnold Anderson was the voice of 
sports for CKPC Radio for over 50 
years.

“He was at all of the games, but what 
put Arnold in a class of his own is he 
treated Wayne Gretzky and an atom 
hockey player the same way,” Worozo 
said. 

Adam Henrique is a Burford native 
who currently plays with the New 
Jersey Devils, and was a 2013 Stanley 
Cup finalist. Zac Dalpe from Paris 
currently plays for the Minnesota 
Wild. 

“We’re very lucky as players to 

be able to play for a living, so it’s 
always nice to be able to give back 
to the community in di�erent ways. 
Me and Zack, we always have fun 
with it. Every single year more and 
more players have come out and 
participated in it. Most of all, they 
raise money for great causes. It’s great 
for kids to be able to play more and 
more sports,” commented Henrique. 

Hockey night in Brantford has now 
raised $430,000 for local sports 
charities since its inception five years 
ago. For more information on the 
Arnold Anderson Sport Fund, visit 
arnoldandersonsportfund.com.

Photography: Belinda J. Clements

HOCKEY NIGHT IN BRANTFORD 2016
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RENEE VANDERHARST

@bbbsge

  bbbsge

bigdifference.ca

When is the last time you got really good 
customer service? I mean REALLY 
good customer service, more than just 

a smile at the counter?

Consumers are not at all shy to share a bad 
experience, or product review… but honestly, 
when is the last time your shared a story about 
a fabulous product? Or an employee or business 
that went above and beyond to help you either 
before, during, or after a purchase? I can 
personally and professionally say that every 
time I have a “tech” question (which, trust me, 
happens a lot) I go to Best Buy. I know that they 
will help me make the best decision for my 
retail dollar, won’t try to upsell me, and won’t 
make me feel like an idiot when I ask a silly 
question (which, again, happens a lot). 

You probably know Best Buy as a retailer of 
consumer electronics and entertainment 

software in Brantford – you probably don’t 
know Best Buy as a local corporate supporter. 
That’s right, they support Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Grand Erie with both financial 
donations and volunteer manpower! They 
are our o�cial 2016 Agency Activity Sponsor. 
We host a handful of “agency events” over the 
course of the year for our Bigs, Littles, and their 
families. They include our Summer Bash, our 
September Volunteer Appreciation Event, and 
our Holiday Party. These events are important 
for us for several reasons: they allow us to say 
thank you to our volunteers and community 
partners, they give our matches and families 
the opportunity to meet one another and 
enjoy a free activity, and they help keep all 
our clients and volunteers connected to Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, our sta�, and build 
those relationships. That is after all what our 
programs are all about: having fun, growing 
confidence in our youth, trying new things, and 
getting involved in our community.  

As a non-profit we certainly appreciate it when 
a business writes us a cheque. But, when they 
arrive with a cheque, a big smile, and roll up 
their sleeves to help out that is way more than 
“great customer service”. That’s a business 
that believes that being part of our community 
is much more than just opening a store.  For 
that, BIG thanks to the amazing sta� and 
volunteers at Best Buy!

“CHECK OUT” HOW THIS BUSINESS IS MAKING A BIG DIFFERENCE

brantfacs.ca

Tuesday Sept. 27th will mark the 6th 
Annual “Tapa’s, Tastings and Tunes”. 
The proceeds from this fundraiser 

will support the Brant Family and Children 
Services Foundation summer camp program. 

The event starts at 6:00 p.m. and will be held 
at Al Dente where Ray and his team will treat 
guests to tapa’s (a wide variety of appetizers), 
paired with wines and beers. Guests will be 
treated to musical artist, Evan Champagne. 

During the evening there will be a silent 
auction as well as a “Heads or Tails” game. 
Guests who chose to participate will have 3 
chances to win either a $300.00 Travel voucher 
from Goliger’s Travel Plus (Brenda Pascoe - 
Fairview Plaza), a $1000.00 certificate towards 
windows from West Brant Window World 
(Mike Mears), or a $1000.00 Via Rail Travel 
voucher.  

Thank you to the generous support of our lead 
sponsor Scotiabank (170 Colborne St.). Tickets 
are available the downtown branch. there are 
only 90 tickets available, so don’t miss out. 
Also, thanks to Scotia McLeod and Paramount 
Printers, as well as the numerous businesses 
who generously contributed items for the 
Silent Auction.

Each year the foundation supports the summer 
camp programs. In 2015, 518 local children 
participated in the camp programs and we 
would love to continue to o�er summer camp 
opportunities to more children, each years. We 
hope to see you there!

“The well-being and safety of children and 
youth is our primary focus. Together with our 
community, we strive to protect children and 
youth and strengthen families.” Brant FACS 
Mission Statement.

TAPAS, TASTING & TUNES
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Brant-Studio-Tour-2016-October-1-2

brantstudiotour.ca

BrantfordFoodBank

brantfordfoodbank.ca

LOCALLY GROWN ART – THE BRANT STUDIO TOUR

HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ABOUT HUNGER?

Would you like a great way to spend a few hours 
on a fall weekend? How about touring around 15 
of Brantford and Brant County’s artist’s studios 

during the Brant Studio Tour on Oct. 1 and 2?

The Brant Studio Tour invites visitors to its various 
locations to experience 2 and 3 dimensional works-in-
progress as well as finished art on display, and, if something 
speaks to the onlooker, to purchase directly from the artist. 
See what is going on behind the scenes in our local art world 
as you visit the tour locations. The various studios display 
hand-made, original prints, paintings, mixed media, fibre 
art, jewellery making, photography, weaving, mosaic and 
three-dimensional, functional art. 

As a visual artist, I find it quite solitary to work on my 
art – many of my works are never viewed by anyone but 
me until they are ultimately displayed in a gallery or local 
venue. Opening my studio to the public on this weekend is 
something I have looked forward to all year. Being a part 
of the tour gives me a chance to have great conversations 
with visitors, discuss ideas and processes and generally get 
some well needed feedback. Many of the spaces are open 
year round, but some, like my own, are open by appointment 
only. During past tours I have had wonderful conversations 
with my visitors – sometimes gaining some great insights 
and ideas into my work, and sometimes even receiving 
donations of materials that I can use in future pieces. 

But the tour is not just about me and my fellow artists 
showing o� our lovely creations. It is also about enriching 
the lives of those who don’t have regular access to art or the 
art making process, as well as those that spend their lives 
surrounded by art. It is about inspiring imagination, forging 
pride in our community, and about adding culture to our 
lives. Visitors to the studios come from all walks of life – we 
have students, art collectors, neighbours, tourists and those 
new to the art world and curious to find out more. Absolutely 
everyone is welcome and admission is free!

There is a wealth of great talent in Brantford and Brant 
County. If you haven’t experienced that yet or don’t know 
where to find it - here is your chance!

https://www.facebook.com/Brant-Studio-Tour-2016-
October-1-2-

www.brantstudiotour.ca

September 19 – 23 is Hunger 
Awareness Week across 
Canada.  Hunger in our 

country, and right here in our own 
neighbourhood, is not something 
we can ignore any more. Each day 
we can look around anywhere in our 
community and see the e�ects of 
hunger – it’s not simply an issue that 
reveals itself at the Food Bank. 

The Brantford Food Bank sees an 
average of 2,650 coming through the 
doors each month. 1,150 households 
are using the food bank on a 
regular monthly basis. This is eye 
opening.  Too many of our friends 
and neighbours are dependent 
on the services of the Food Bank 
due to many critical factors such 
as unstable jobs, low wages, and 
una�ordable housing.  1 in 3 food 
bank clients are children, and the 
fastest growing group of food bank clients are seniors 
and students. There is no such thing as a “typical 
food bank client” – they are your friends, coworkers, 
classmates, friends and family.

Hunger Awareness Week is an opportunity for you to 
learn more about hunger in our community and join a 
movement to impact food insecurity in Ontario. There 
have been great strides made toward improving the 
lives of some of our most vulnerable neighbours over 
the past few years, but there is still so much that needs 
to be done.

What can you do?

Volunteer at the Brantford Food Bank or sit on the 
Board of Directors. 

Donate food or funds to the Brantford Food bank to 
ensure our shelves are always stocked with the most 
fresh and nutritious food possible. Participate in our 
upcoming Municipal Food Drive! (October 1 – 31) Get a 
group of coworkers or friends together to collect food.

Talk to your MPP about why hunger in your community 
is unacceptable. Let’s work together to find the 
solutions.
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DowntownBrantford

downtownbrantfd

Attention all Pokémon Go players! As you know, 
this is a revolutionary time for Pokémon 
fans with the recent launch of Niantic’s new 

interactive game. To add to the excitement that 
comes with the gathering of players in our beautiful 
downtown core, the Downtown Brantford BIA is 
hosting a weekly contest! Trainers from near and far 
of all levels can enter the weekly draw for the chance 
to win a $25 Downtown Merchandise Certificate. The 
BIA will draw a winner every Thursday from August 
25th – September 15th. Merchandise Certificates 
are redeemable at many of your favourite downtown 
dining establishments, shops, service businesses, and 
entertainment venues

To enter the downtown Pokémon contest, make 

sure to enable AR (Augmented Reality) mode in 
the Pokémon Go app. This 
allows us to see that you have 
spotted a wild Pokémon in 
the downtown area! Snap a 
screenshot of your potential 
catch so it is visible in the 
downtown habitat. Enter as 
many times as you desire, 
making sure each of your 
pictures contain a di�erent 
Pokémon. Post your picture 
to Downtown Brantford’s 
Facebook or Twitter with the 
hashtag #PokémonDTB. To 
be eligible to win follow our 
Twitter and like us on Facebook!

Winners will be announced on Facebook and Twitter 
every Thursday!

cancer.ca/warhorse

On September 17th families, recreational runners 
and accomplished athletes alike will fight dirty 
against cancer at the third annual War Horse 

Warrior Challenge.

The event, organized by the Canadian Cancer 
Society, will be held at Tigercat Industries in Paris. 
Participants can look forward to obstacle courses for 
all levels of mud runners – from a 1.5 km children’s 
run, to a 3 km youth and beginner course, to the more 
challenging 5 km recreational and elite courses, which 
feature obstacles such as monkey bars, log crossing, 
tire walls and a water slides.

War Horse Warrior challenge is Brant County’s 
original mud run obstacle course and is the Brant-
Norfolk Community o�ces most lucrative event, with 
last year’s event raising $87,000 to benefit Canadians 
whose lives have been a�ected by cancer. 

War Horse has heard the requests from its more 
competitive runners and is featuring a timed aspect 
to its elite challenge, with the first place winner 
receiving a medal and incredible bragging rights. Steve 
Burroughs of Burford, an experienced obstacle course 
racer (OCR), is a volunteer with the Canadian Cancer 
Society who has been actively involved in planning the 
elite challenge. He began OCR in 2012 and has since 
qualified for the OCR World Championships and will 

compete for the first time there this October.

“I enjoy the primal nature of OCR. The man 
versus nature philosophy of OCR combined with 
the competitive structure brings out the best in 
people. I love the spirit shared by OCR athletes 
and the camaraderie at races. Most of all I love the 
unpredictable obstacles and race formats. It keeps my 
training interesting and unconventional.”

Burroughs also shared why volunteering for this event 
was important to him: “I enjoy being involved with 
War Horse because I’m a big supporter of the 
Canadian Cancer Society.  I was diagnosed with 
melanoma in 2013 and quickly had it removed 
and a skin graft on my right arm. It’s a very 
graphic reminder to take care of myself. I was 
lucky; my brush with cancer was quickly dealt 
with because I noticed a change and acted on 
it… I saw great doctors and my family supported 
my treatment which made a great di�erence. I 
think raising people’s awareness of their own 
health is the biggest challenge we face but events 
like War Horse promote this type of education 
while allowing survivors, their friends and family 
celebrate life and health together.”

The event, though based o� other popular 
mud runs, has recognized the demand for 
family oriented mud run obstacle courses 
and encourages families to be active together. 
Healthy active living and cancer prevention are 
closely related: the Canadian Cancer Society 
estimates that about one-third of all cancers can 
be prevented by eating well, being active and 
maintaining a healthy body weight.

War Horse Warrior Challenge will also feature 

an array of activities for after the run. Flag Raiders 
paintball will be at the event with an onsite shooting 
range. Local food trucks will be on location for tasty 
treats, and the beer tent will be open for those want to 
cool o� with a cold one. The Danny Thompson Band 
will be performing at the event at 2pm. 

Participants may register at cancer.ca/warhorse as 
an individual or with a team. Corporate teams are 
encouraged to participate as a team building exercise. 
Special rates may apply. Please visit cancer.ca/
warhorse for more details. 

CATCH A WEEKLY PRIZE IN DOWNTOWN BRANTFORD

THIRD ANNUAL WARHORSE WARRIOR CHALLENGE

For a complete listing of businesses, promotions and events, visit:

www.downtownbrantford.ca

Support Downtown Business
DINING SERVICES ENTERTAINMENTSHOPPING

Downtown Brantford @downtownbrantfd Downtown Brantford 519-753-6644
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ddunited.com

Competitors from D & D United Martial Arts will be participating in the 
International Congress of Martial Arts World Championships (ICOMA) 
taking place in Panama during the first week of January, 2017.

In preparation for the event, the Martial Arts Amateur Athletes Fund 
(MAAAF) will be hosting an annual Halloween Dinner, Dance and Silent 

Auction on October 
15th at the Dunsdon 
Legion in Brantford. 
Tickets are $25.00 per 
person and all proceeds 
from the event will 
go toward supporting 
Team Canada 
competitors in the 
upcoming competition. 

Each year the ICOMA 
championships are 
held in a di�erent 
county during the first 
week of January. This 
tournament brings 
together accomplished 
martial artists from 
various styles to 
compete and represent 
their respective 
countries. Brant 
Country athletes who 

have achieved placement display their athletic abilities at various tournaments 
to qualify for the competition. 

Team members must attend a minimum of three scheduled classes per week 
at their training facility, attend all bi-weekly practices starting in September 
and ending in late December, as well as, participate in several qualifying 
tournaments throughout the year. 

All competitors 
compete in a 
minimum of three 
and a maximum of six 
events. Each division 
is divided by age-group 
and belt level. The 
Brantford Athletes 
who are competing 
this year include Bryon 
Davis, Linda Geikie 
Davis, Kelsey Cooper, 
Darrell Warren, 
Amber Beauregard, 
Piper Force, Cole 
VonLukaweicki, Jason and Sandi Hardie.

MAAAF and members of Team Canada are reaching out to the community for 
sponsorship and support. Past donated auction items have included jewelry, 
furniture, artifacts, electronics, gaming systems, works of art, gift baskets, and 
gift certificates for services. 

If you would like to support our amateur athletes by donating an item or 
attending the event, please contact Bryon Davis c/o D&D United Martial Arts at 
519-754-5425 or by email at dd.united@hotmail.com.

D & D UNITED MARTIAL ARTS
• our programs teach respect, confidence and self-discipline
• we provide a positive learning environment
• our programs range from 3 - 60+ years old

OFFER TO  
NEW STUDENTS
• 2 private introductory lessons  
with an instructor

• one week of unlimited class
• a free uniform

ddunited.com • 174 Stanley st • Brantford, ON • 519-754-5425 ONly $19.95 + Tax

LOCAL COMPETITORS PREPARE FOR MARTIAL ARTS CHAMPIONSHIPS



12 BScene.ca YOUR #1 EVENT GUIDE

MAR PEREIRA JORDAN

Are you an employer looking for a proactive 
approach to expand your business? Imagine a 
way to develop your business with employees 

who are highly engaged, committed and who 
share your vision. Imagine creating a workplace 
culture that is diverse with innovative thinkers 
who strengthen the fabric of your business and 
community.

The answer is within Work-Abilities, an 
educational hands-on experience for individuals 
with disabilities to demonstrate that it’s their 
ability that counts, not their disability. This 
free pre-employment program is run through 
Brantwood Community Services. It is designed to 
assist individuals with disabilities to gain working 
skills and explore volunteer and employment 
opportunities. Participants start by completing 
a self-discovery process to identify the type of 
employment that suits them. They create resume 
profiles for potential employers and volunteer 
placements, and also practice further on the 
job experience at Brantwood’s in-house café to 

learn merchandising, time 
management and other valuable 
customer service skills. 

In a rapidly changing 
marketplace, understanding 
how a person with a disability 
can contribute to the work force 
is of great benefit to businesses 
everywhere. In order to remain 
ahead of their competitors, it 
is essential that companies are 
inclusive and tap into a pool of 
qualified individuals who are 
motivated, reliable and bring a 
resourceful element of integrity 
that boosts customer relations. 
The Taking Action: An HR 
Guide states that “customers 
are becoming more socially 
conscious and are more likely to be 
loyal to businesses who are diverse in their hiring 
practices.”

As your business becomes more accessible, 
creativity will naturally spark growth and produce 
economic seeds that will be nourished by the 
community that you serve. Become a leader and 
change the perceptions surrounding people with 
disabilities. Break down barriers and witness 
the range of unique skills and abilities that each 
individual has to o�er. Investing your time to 

engage with Work-Abilities not only makes 
business sense, it builds bridges that bring people 
together in equality and prosperity. Your business 
will thank you for it.

Work-Abilities is fully funded by a grant from the 
Trillium Foundation. 

To learn more, contact Sarah or Sherri at 519-753-
2658 Ext. 136 or at work-abilities@brantwood.ca.

Join us for the Second Annual Disability Mentoring 
Day on October 26, 2016. 

WORK-ABILITIES MAKES DOLLARS AND SENSE

200+ EXHIBITORS | 6+ KEY SPEAKERS

CALL US TO
BOOK YOUR 

EXHIBIT
NOW! 905-581-2512

BETTERBUSINESSEXPO.CA

BETTER

Be Seen Where Business Owners Shop
For Business Solutions.

BUSINESS EXPO

HAMILTON
OCTOBER 20TH

2016
Ancaster 
Fairgrounds
630 Trinity Rd S, Jerseyville

3PM - 8PM

Work-Abilities Graduates employed at Braemar House
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JASON FREEZE

@Jason Freeze

jason.freeze

BScene.ca

There were many community individuals 
celebrating local youth entrepreneurship and 
business on Wednesday, August 17th for the annual 

YEC event. The Brantford-Brant Business Resource 
Enterprise Centre, along with Laurier Launchpad 
held the event at Laurier’s Research and Academic 
Centre to celebrate the participants of three local 
entrepreneurship programs: Summer Company, Starter 
Company, and the Launchpad program.

Councillor Larry Kings, Mayor Ron Eddy and MPP Dave 
Levac all had wonderful words of wisdom for the youth 
and commented on how this is an amazing opportunity 
to learn and grow.

“I remember getting my first $5. It 
just wet my appetite to go further.” 
 Mayor Ron Eddy

“Failure is success waiting to 
happen. It takes determination 
from failure to learn from it and 
become successful. Never ever ever 
lose your passion; it is the energy 
for you to fail forward. So fail 
forward and succeed.” 
 MPP Dave Levac

Before the certificate ceremony, the guests were treated 
to a magic show with a business twist. With a rope and 
knot trick, we learned how we can unwind troubles (the 
knot).

This year was a big year for the organizations as there 
were so many people going through the programs. 
Summer Company had a record of 25 participants this 
summer. There was so much creativity and passion in 
these new ventures, with everything from mushroom 
farms and a vegan chef, to a lemonade business and a 
swimming instructor.

Following the ceremony, everyone was invited to a 
reception where many of the participants had booths set 
up so people could explore their great new ventures.

Congratulations to everyone for supporting, organizing, 
and creating.

Make sure to Be Seen supporting all our local businesses 
and young entrepreneurs!

YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP CELEBRATION

Check out roundtablepr.com • 519.756.7636 • yvonne@roundtablepr.com

Copy Writing
Media Relations

Publicity
Training & Workshops 

M.C. & Voice Over Services
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Create  Participate  Share  www.CultureDays.ca  

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME

SEPTEMBER 01 to 07
Extended Art Show Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

SEPTEMBER 01 to 11
Maps to a Vista Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

SEPTEMBER 01 to 07 (Monday to Fri day - excluding Sept 5th)
Artist for Sept. Barbara McGivern Brantford Station Coffee House & Gallery 7:00 AM

SEPTEMBER 01 to 07 (Monday to Friday)
Locally Grown - Artists of Brant Studio Tour The Yellow Brick Wall (WLU) 8:00 AM

SEPTEMBER 01 
Chess in the Square Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Overcomer Meeting Why Not Youth Centre 1:00 PM

Paris Fair Paris Fairgrounds 3:00 PM

Exit 36 Food Trucks Evangel Church 5:00 PM

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 7:00 PM

Trivia McGonagalls Pub 08:00 PM

Movies in the Square (Star Wars The Force Awak-
ens) & Mission: Possibility - Campaign Kick-Off

Harmony Square dusk

Open Mic Jam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 02
Paris Fair Paris Fairgrounds 8:00 AM

Best Start Family Drop In Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 1:00 PM

First Friday: Brilliant Minds Grace Gallery 5:30 PM

Brant Rant Poetry Slam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 7:00 PM

Music in the Square (Youth & Pearl Music Co.) Harmony Square 7:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 03
Paris Fair Paris Fairgrounds 8:00 AM

Blood Donor Clinic Branlyn Community Centre 8:30 AM

Walking Tour (Workers’ Heritage) Brantford & District Labour Centre 10:30 AM

Mindful Relaxation Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave.) 2:00 PM

Paul Bray (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 2:00 PM

Puzzle Solvers Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 2:00 PM

Brantford Galaxy vs. FC Ukraine United Lions Park, Brantford 7:00 PM

Totally 80’s Video Dance & Dinner Party Gunners Club 8:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 04
Paris Fair Paris Fairgrounds 8:00 AM

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM

SEPTEMBER 05
Paris Fair Paris Fairgrounds 8:00 AM

SEPTEMBER 06
Overcomer Meeting New City Church 10:00 AM

Blood Donor Clinic Brantford & District Civic Centre 1:30 PM

Tuesday Night Knitters Cty. of Brant Public Library (Scotland-Oakland) 6:30 PM

British Study Group Meeting (genealogy) 118 Powerline Rd. Brantford 7:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 07
From Stress to Strength for Caregivers Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris) 6:00 PM

Youth Café Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:00 PM

Smart Ass Trivia Night Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 6:30 PM

#LOL Comedy Show Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 9:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 08
Halloween Door Hanger (Mom & Tots) Maternal & Child Centre (SN) 9:30 AM

Starter Company Orientation Session Brantford-Brant Business Resource Centre 9:30 AM

Brant County Health Unit Family Drop In Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 10:00 AM

Walk and Talk Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris) 10:00 AM

Overcomer Meeting Why Not Youth Centre 1:00 PM

Grand River Grannies Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave.) 2:00 PM

Exit 36 Food Trucks Evangel Church 5:00 PM

NeXtworking: The Future of Business is Social RCity Coworking Space 5:30 PM

Let’s Knit Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:30 PM

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 7:00 PM

Trivia McGonagalls Pub 8:00 PM

Open Mic Jam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:30 PM

The Great Trivia Challenge w Shel B Quizzy Colby’s Billiards 9:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 09
Best Start Family Drop In Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 1:00 PM

Movies In The Park - Finding Dori King William Park, St. George dusk

Comedy Competition Fight for the Cash (Day3) Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 9:00 PM

Street Pharmacy, Hey Brother, The Good Goddamns Club NV 9:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 10
Auditions for Much Ado About Nothing

Watercolour Workshop (adults) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM

Your First Novel: Creating a Critical Path County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 1:30 PM

Donaldson Ranch Hands (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 2:00 PM

Opening Reception (Barbara McGivern) Brantford Coffee House & Gallery 2:00 PM

BPL Chess Club Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 2:30 PM

Sam Losco (of Trailer Park Boys) Club NV 7:00 PM

Comedy Competition Fight for the Cash (Day 4, last day) Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 9:00 PM

Felicia McMinn Band McGonagalls Pub 9:00 PM

BarCode Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 11
Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM

Marc Pettigrew (Sunday Roots) Brantford Station Coffee House & Gallery 2:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 12
Get Outside the Lines Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

Hypnosis Certification Course begins Power of Freedom, 487 Lynden Rd. 9:00 AM

Books & Play (ages 0-6) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 10:30 AM

Parachute Prog./Transitioning to Parenthood Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 12:30 PM

Code Shop (10+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 3:45 PM

Restorative Meditation Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:00 PM

Colouring for Adults Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 13
Overcomer Meeting New City Church 10:00 AM

Sandbox Science (0-6 yrs.) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 1:30 PM

Tuesday Night Knitters Cty. of Brant Public Library (Scotland-Oakland) 6:30 PM

Laurier’s Conversations w Leaders: Senator M. Sinclair Sanderson Centre 7:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 14
COPEing with Toddler Behaviour begins Family Gathering (SN) 1:00 PM

Lifelong Learning for Seniors Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 2:30 PM

From Stress to Strength for Caregivers Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris) 6:00 PM

Youth Café Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:00 PM

Belly Laffs Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 15
Halloween Décor Part 2 (Mom & Tots) maternal & Child Centre (SN) 9:30 AM

Brant County Health Unit Family Drop In Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 10:00 AM

Family History Group Meeting (genealogy) 118 Powerline Rd. Brantford 10:00 AM

Walk and Talk Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris) 10:00 AM

12th Annual Brantford Prof. Firefighters Charity 
Golf Tournament

Greens at Renton (Simcoe) 11:00 AM

Overcomer Meeting Why Not Youth Centre 1:00 PM

Maker Shop (10+) Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave.) 3:45 PM

Exit 36 Food Trucks Evangel Church 5:00 PM

Shared Comm. Gluten Free Kitchen RCity Coworking Space 5:30 PM

Little Picassos (0-12 yrs.) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:30 PM

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 7:00 PM

Trivia McGonagalls Pub 8:00 PM

Open Mic Jam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:30 PM

The Great Trivia Challenge w Shel B Quizzy Colby’s Billiards 9:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 16
Get Ready for Kindergarten (ages 2-4) Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave.) 10:30 AM

PA Day It’s Alive! Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 10:30 AM

Best Start Family Drop In Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 1:00 PM

St. Paul Reader’s Circle Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave.) 2:00 PM

PA Day Movie Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 2:30 PM

James Anthony Live Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 7:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 17
War Horse Warrior Challenge Tigercat Industries 9:00 AM

Saturday Art Studio (4-6 yr. olds) begins Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM

St. George AppleFest St. George 10:00 AM

Mosaic Workshop Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 12:00 PM

Saturday Art Studio (7-12 yr. olds) begins Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 12:30 PM

Guy Westbrook (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 2:00 PM

Mindful Relaxation Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 2:00 PM

Brantford Galaxy B vs. York Region Shooters B Lions Park, Brantford 4:00 PM

Brantford Galaxy vs. Milton SC Lions Park, Brantford 7:00 PM

Frankie & Jimmy Live Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:00 PM

Dan Walsh McGonagalls Pub 9:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 18
Brantford Kinsmen Car Show & Swap Meet

St. George AppleFest

Amtgard

Cartoons & Comics (7-12 yr. olds) begins

Sue and Dwight (Sunday Roots)

Ethan at Police vs. Fire Softball Tournament

Illustration Studio (13-17 yr. olds) begins

Music Academy All Ages Open Mic Jam

SEPTEMBER 19
Books & Play (ages 0-6)

Parachute Prog./Transitioning to Parenthood

After School Program (6-9 yrs. olds) begins

Code Shop (10+)

Colouring for Adults

SEPTEMBER 20
Toastmasters - Confident Speaking

Overcomer Meeting

CD Release Party (John Moorhouse)

Sandbox Science (0-6 yrs.)

Lifescapes

Brantford Writers Circle: Creative Support Circle Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:00 PM

Acrylic Painting (adults) begins

Create Your Own Website

Tuesday Night Knitters

SEPTEMBER 21
World Alzheimer Day - Memory Makers with 
Joan Minnery

Get Crafty - Pine Cone Owls

Introduction to Ancestry.com

After School Program (10-13 yr. olds) begins

From Stress to Strength for Caregivers

Get Your Game On! (16+)

IDArt (5-9 yr. olds) begins)

Youth Café

Smart Ass Trivia Night

#LOL Comedy Show

SEPTEMBER 22
Halloween Décor Part 3 (Mom & Tots)

Brant County Health Unit Family Drop In

Walk and Talk

Overcomer Meeting

Lavender Goodness

Maker Shop (10+)

Exit 36 Food Trucks

Little Picassos (0-12 yrs.)

Travel Club

Overcomer Meeting

Stained Glass (adults) begins

Blue Rodeo

Trivia

Open Mic Jam

The Great Trivia Challenge w Shel B Quizzy

SEPTEMBER 23
Get Ready for Kindergarten (2-4 yrs.)

Best Start Family Drop In

Blue Rodeo

1 Year Anniversary of Hump Day Interactive 
Comedy Show

Gag Order & Spree Killers

SEPTEMBER 24
Play It Forward Challenge

Outdoor Survival Skills

2nd Annual Wellness on the Grand

Painting - Plein Air Starter Kit (adults)

Autism Speaks Canada Comm. Walk

The Deadly Dames

Russ Burns (Acoustic Cafe)
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BRANTFORD | BRANT | SIX NATIONS
Paris Fairgrounds 9:00 AM

St. George 10:00 AM

Mohawk Park 11:00 AM

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 1:00 PM

Brantford Station Coffee House and Gallery 2:00 PM

Arnold Anderson Field/Cockshutt Park 3:00 PM

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 3:00 PM

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 3:00 PM

Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 10:30 AM

Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 12:30 PM

Social Services Gym (SN) 3:30 PM

Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 3:45 PM

Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:30 PM

Brantford-Brant Business Resource Centre 9:00 AM

New City Church 10:00 AM

Yong Great Wall Buffet 12:00 PM

Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 1:30 PM

Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 2:30 PM

Brantford Writers Circle: Creative Support Circle Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:00 PM

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 6:30 PM

Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:30 PM

Cty. of Brant Public Library (Scotland-Oakland) 6:30 PM

Brantford & District Civic Centre 9:00 AM

Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave.) 2:00 PM

Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 2:30 PM

Social Services Gym (SN) 3:30 PM

Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris) 6:00 PM

Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:00 PM

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 6:00 PM

Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:00 PM

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 6:30 PM

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 9:00 PM

Maternal & Child Centre (SN) 9:30 AM

Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 10:00 AM

Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris) 10:00 AM

Why Not Youth Centre 1:00 PM

Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave.) 2:00 PM

Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave.) 3:45 PM

Evangel Church 5:00 PM

Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:30 PM

Cty. of Brant Public Library (St. George) 6:30 PM

New City Church 7:00 PM

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 7:00 PM

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 8:00 PM

McGonagalls Pub 8:00 PM

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:30 PM

Colby’s Billiards 9:00 PM

Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave.) 10:30 AM

Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 1:00 PM

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 8:00 PM

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:30 PM

Club NV 9:00 PM

The Rise Centre 8:00 AM

Myrtleville House Museum 9:00 AM

GWCbody 10:00 AM

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM

Lions Park Brantford 11:30 AM

Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris) 1:30 PM

Brantford Music Centre 2:00 PM

BPL Chess Club Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 2:30 PM

BIG Saturdays: Book Release Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 4:00 PM

Brian Proper Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 6:30 PM

Brantford Comedy Festival Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 7:00 PM

Beautiful Wonder Performs Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:30 PM

Thee Empty Hours McGonagalls Pub 9:00 PM

BarCode Frankie’s Hometown Tavern 9:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 25
Friends For Life Walk Mohawk Park 9:00 AM

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM

Monthly Meeting w Speaker (genealogy) 118 Powerline Rd. Brantford 2:00 PM

Small Kitchen Chaos w Jared Lewis (Sunday Roots) Brantford Station Coffee House & Gallery 2:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 26
Watercolour Painting begins Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM

Books & Play (ages 0-6) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 10:30 AM

Parachute Prog./Transitioning to Parenthood Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 12:30 PM

Watercolour Painting begins Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 1:00 PM

NFB Film Club @ BPL Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 2:00 PM

Code Shop (10+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 3:45 PM

Colouring for Adults Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:30 PM

NFB Film Club @ BPL Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:30 PM

Unbook Club Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris) 7:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 27
Business Planning & Cash Flow Forecasting Brantford-Brant Business Resource Centre 9:00 AM

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 10:00 AM

Sandbox Science (0-6 yrs.) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 1:30 PM

Tapas, Tastings and Tunes Al Dente Pasta and Pizza Grill 6:00 PM

Get Crafty - Pine Cone Owls Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:30 PM

Tuesday Night Knitters Cty. of Brant Public Library (Scotland-Oakland) 6:30 PM

Unbook Club Cty. of Brant Public Library (Burford) 7:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 28
From Stress to Strength for Caregivers Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris) 6:00 PM

Hot Docs at the Library! Cty. of Brant Public Library (St. George) 6:00 PM

Youth Café Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:00 PM

Marsha Skrypuch Speaker Event Brant Museum and Archives 7:00 PM

Belly Laffs Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 29
Halloween Décor Part 4 (Mom & Tots) Maternal & Child Centre (SN) 9:30 AM

Brant County Health Unit Family Drop In Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 10:00 AM

Walk and Talk Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris) 10:00 AM

Overcomer Meeting Why Not Youth Centre 1:00 PM

Be Informed: A Series About Cancer - Signs & Screening Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave.) 2:00 PM

Maker Shop (10+) Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave.) 3:45 PM

Exit 36 Food Trucks Evangel Church 5:00 PM

Hot Docs at the Library! Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris) 6:00 PM

Woodland Mirror Craft with Kelly Cty. of Brant Public Library (St. George) 6:00 PM

Employee Engagement Brantford-Brant Business Resource Centre 6:30 PM

Let’s Knit Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:30 PM

Little Picassos (0-12 yrs.) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:30 PM

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 7:00 PM

Trivia McGonagalls Pub 8:00 PM

Open Mic Jam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:30 PM

The Great Trivia Challenge w Shel B Quizzy Colby’s Billiards 9:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 30
Get Ready for Kindergarten (2-4 yrs.) Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave.) 10:30 AM

Best Start Family Drop In Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 1:00 PM

Cory Cruise Performs Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 7:30 PM

BarCode Take A Break 9:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 30 to OCTOBER 02
Culture Days various locations

OCTOBER 1 & 2
Brant Studio Tour various locations 10:00 AM

OCTOBER 1 
Calligraphy (adults) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM

I’m of Vintage CD Release Experience The Rope Factory 07:30 PM

OCTOBER 2
Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM

226
EVENTS
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EMPLOYEE FILES – WHAT 
TO KEEP, AND WHY?
 
Maintaining Employee Records is a legal requirement 
for Employers.  The complete employee record should 
be retained from the start of employment for three to 
six years from the end of the last taxation year to which 
the employment relates. 

O�er of Employment/Employment contract, (3 years)
These show under what circumstances the employee 
was hired: wages and benefits o�ered, scope and hours 
of the work, and reporting responsibility. 
 
Resume (3 years)
Used to validate that the employee possesses the skill 
and education levels for the position. Employers can 
be held liable for the inadequate or dangerous job 
performance of an employee.  Providing inaccurate 
or false information on their resume is just cause for 
termination of employment.
 
Social Insurance Number (6 years)
Under Canada Revenue Agency legislation employees 
must provide a Social Insurance Number to track 
the employee’s Income Tax, CPP, and Employment 
Insurance, and to verify that the employee is legally 
entitled to work in Canada (a SIN that begins with 
the number “9” indicates a temporary SIN issued by 
Immigration and Citizenship and may not be valid for 
work)

Time Sheets (6 years)
Documentation of earnings and how they were 
calculated in the event that the employee disputes 
the amount. These must be kept in accordance with 
CRA retention rules. Ensure that overtime, vacation 
time and vacation pay records are clearly distinct and 
traceable. 

T4 slips issued (6 years)
T4 slips must be kept in accordance with CRA 
retention rules and must include information on any 
RRSPs or other pension amounts.

Performance Reviews, warnings and discipline (3 
years)
These are helpful in tracking employee performance. 

If discipline is necessary due to poor performance 
or breach of contract, verbal and written warnings 
provide consistent documentation to support the 
employer’s decision.

Verification of pay raises, bonuses etc. (6 years)
You should always notify the employee in writing, so 
that the reason for the increase is clearly documented 
for both parties.  This is especially important where 
the employee has merit or commission levels to obtain 
before bonuses are paid out.  The notification should 
clearly indicate how the bonus/raise is calculated.

Signed proof of all training, instruction and policies 
received (3 years)

A requirement under both Employment Standards and 
Health and Safety legislation. If an employee refuses 
to attend mandatory training, or to read and abide by 
policies, they can be held responsible under legislation, 
including having their employment terminated.

 Kissinger HR Services
519-755-9254

www.kissingerhrservices.com

FALL IN LUV WITH 
#CLOSETLUV
Back to school shopping shouldn’t break the bank. 
The Closet Door will have your bank account still a 
float as you shop in fashion. 

Here is our Closet Guide for the fall! 

Backpacks don’t have to be boring. Trendy purses 
are a great accessory and steers from the traditional 
style. There are some great low rise handles that 
give support as well as an option for over the 
shoulder strap.

Thrift stores are a great start to shop smart. 
If you’ve got a closet full of neutrals, (be they 
navy, black, camel, or grey) add energy to your 
wardrobe with boldly hued shoes and bags. Not 
only is a hunter green satchel more lively than 
ho-hum black, but it’s also surprisingly versatile. 
If you’re feeling really brave, then try wearing a 
neutral base with shoes and a bag in two di�erent, 
complementary colours. 

Recycle your wears; Cut It Out! It’s going to start 
cooling down soon. Add functionality and fun 
while still keeping warm by taking a sweatshirt and 
cutting the sleeves 3/4. Layering with a sweater, 
button down and tank with di�erent colours will 
add a pop of dimension to your outfit. 

Back to school fashions are not only for kids, but 
for Moms and Dads too! How exciting is it to look 
in your closet and see some of your own wears 
back in style! But don’t forget, you want to add a 
‘fashion lift’ to your wardrobe. Add a little nip and 
tuck by including a belt around your sweaters. Belts 
can range from your everyday belts, to scarves, or 

ribbons. 

Denim is back in all styles too, so never cut out 
Denim from your closet: just cut into them! The 
new trend for fall is cutting the bottoms just above 
the ankle and pairing it with loafers or flats. Acid 
wash is making an appearance too. You can make 
your own bleach or check your local thrift store for 
faster finds that are also cost e�ective.

The Closet Door Thrift Store will be happy to take 
your gifts of fall fashions from teen and up, and 

sizes 00 to 5XL. You can drop 
o� clothes to our location at 111 
Sherwood Drive, with a portion 
of our proceeds going toward 
gifting local cancer patients 
each month.

The Closet Door
111 Sherwood Drive

519-771-8954
facebook.com/TammyJeanene

HUMAN RESOURCES

FASHION

KATHRYN KISSINGER

TAMMY HUNT-EECHAUTE

CHECKLIST OF 
TRANSFERABLE SKILLS – 
PART 1 OF 2
Transferable skills are skills that you can take with you 
from one situation to another, from one job to another. 
The skills below are important to employers. Which 
ones do you have? 

· Communicate: Speak and/or write well and get your 
ideas across to others easily. 
· Interpret: Look at things and make sense of them, 
figure out what makes things work, why there is a 
problem, etc. 
· Analyze: Break a problem down to see what is really 
going on. 
· Creativity: Use your imagination to come up with new 
ideas or to solve problems. 
· Order Goods/Supplies: Keep track of items and how 
to order them. 
· Decision Making: Make good judgments about what 
to do in a di©cult situation, even when the supervisor 
is not present. 
· Adapt to Situations: Learn a new task and/or work in a 
di�erent area with di�erent co- workers. 
· Explain: Tell others why you do certain things they 
way you do or why you think the way you do. 
· Think Ahead: Plan your day and keep problems/
accidents from happening. 
· Calculate Numbers: Use a calculator, cash register or 
computer to answer numerical questions. 
· Operate Equipment: Turn equipment on and o� as 
well as how to use it safely and wisely. (If you don’t 
know how to operate certain things, you always ask 
for help.) 
· Record Data: Write thorough and accurate notes/
numbers. 
· Set Goals: Set goals for yourself to achieve and plan 
ways to achieve them. 
· Learn Quickly: Do new things and carry out new 
responsibilities easily by watching other or by 
following instructions. 
· Confident: Believe in and feel good about yourself. 

· Pleasant: Nice person for others to talk to and be with. 
· Energetic: Lots of energy to use at work and at play. 
· Helpful: Enjoy helping people solve their problems. 
· Trustworthy: Can be trusted to get the job done, 
to look after things or keep secrets that are very 
important to other people. 
· E©cient: Perform tasks in the fastest and simplest 
ways that they can be done. 
The more transferable skills you have, the more 
employable you are. Sit down with an employment 
specialist to discuss your transferable skills and how to 
list them on your resumé. More transferable skills will 
be highlighted in next month’s edition.

Samantha Russell, Employment Specialist
Community Employment Service

Community Employment Service
519-751-HELP

info@crs-help.ca
www.CommunityEmploymentService.ca

EMPLOYMENT

TAMMY CHUSING

Great advice from your neighbourhood experts!

COLOURS THAT IMPACT THE 
MOOD OF YOUR HOME
A THREE-PART STUDY – 
PART I
Modern research has shown that when our eyes connect 
with a colour, our brains release di�erent chemicals that 
impact us on a physical and emotional level. For instance, 
being in a red room will increase your heart rate and 
stimulate chemicals associated with aggression and high 
energy, while the colour yellow stimulates serotonin (the 
feel-good chemical) in our brains.

Colour therapy has been practiced in traditional 
healing professions for many years, but marketers and 
businesses more recently have also used colour to alter 
human moods. It is no coincidence that many restaurants 
use reds and oranges liberally, or that Volkswagen uses 
yellow to induce a happy-go-lucky image. We see greens 
and blues in yoga studios, and some prisons house 
aggressive inmates in pink rooms for its calming and 
energy draining e�ects.

Once we learn a bit about the attributes of each colour, 
we can use that information to promote the atmosphere 
we want in the di�erent rooms of our homes. There are 
six main colours: Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, and 
Violet. Let’s look at the first three…

Red is associated with high energy and power. It is the 
colour our eyes are drawn to first in a room, so a little 
can go a long way. Red signals courage, ambition and 
strength. It promotes alertness and speed, and connects 
us to our physical self. Red may help instill confidence, 
get us going when we need to be active or task-oriented, 
and can help as an appetite stimulant. When there is too 
much red present, or if someone is sensitive to reds, they 
may experience feelings of irritation, anger or hostility. 
Often, red is best suited as an accent colour instead of the 
primary colour in décor.

Orange is a warm, inviting, and joyful colour. It invokes 
feelings of sociability, enjoyable connection, and 
happiness. It has an emotionally strong presence, and 
promotes extroverted behavior – a fantastic colour 

to use in gathering spaces to promote interaction and 
relationship building. Because orange contains red, it can 
also be overused. Too much orange (or an orange that is 
too bright or intense) can create overwhelming, irritating 
or frustrating feelings.

Yellow is the colour of optimism, brightness, cheery 
attitude and mental clarity. It promotes creative, clear, 
upbeat thinking and decision making. Yellow can be 
helpful in easing depression and encouraging laughter. 
Studies have shown that over-exposure to yellow, 
especially intense and deep yellows, can increase 
irritability, crying, hyperactivity, while softer yellows can 
shorten tempers in babies, children, and adults).

Next issue, we will look at the other three colours to see 
their impact in our moods.It’s worth supporting local 
business by buying from local businesses. 

The Colour Shoppe Inc.
41 Morton Ave. East

519-753-3406
colourshoppeinc.com

HOME

CHRIS SCHMIDT
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COMMUNICATIONS

RECORDING PHONE 
CALLS 
 
“All calls may be recorded for quality assurance 
purposes.”

I have been approached a few times about 
the option to record phone calls with 
customers.  Sometimes to keep track of what 
customers are saying, and sometimes to monitor 
employees. As a business owner or manager, 
this can be appealing, but since you may be 
collecting personal information, you must 
also abide by Canada’s Personal Information 
Protection and Electronic Documents Act 
(PIPEDA).  PIPEDA defines the rules for 
collecting and using personal information 
for private-sector companies engaged in 
commercial activities, which includes most 
businesses.  

For a private business to record a phone call 
with a customer, the business must have the 
customer’s consent to record the call.  There are 
three steps that a company should take:

The customer must be told at the beginning of a 
call that the call will be recorded.  
The customer must be told of the purpose of the 
phone call.  This is why the messages you hear 
generally say “quality assurance” or “training” 
purposes.  There is an implied consent to being 
recorded if you continue a phone call after 
hearing this message.
If a customer objects to being recorded, the 
recording must be stopped or another method 
provided to conduct business.  That may be a 
di�erent phone number that does not record or 
visiting in person.

There are exceptions to this rule under PIPEDA, 
such as when collecting a debt or investigating 
a case of fraud, but in general, the guideline is 
that calls should not be recorded unless it is 
“for purposes that a reasonable person would 
consider are appropriate in the circumstances.” 

(taken  directly from the Guidelines for 
Recording of Customer Telephone Calls https://
www.priv.gc.ca/resource/fs-fi/02_05_d_14_e.
asp).  In general, I err on the side of not 
recording unless you have specific reasons to do 
so and are aware of all the rules.

For individuals, the only requirement is to abide 
by the Criminal Code, which makes it illegal to 
intercept a private communication.  However, if 
one person has consented, then the call may be 
recorded.  That means that you can record your 
own personal conversations without telling 
anyone.  Not that I suggest recording all of your 
phone calls, but it is allowed.

More Information can be found at The O�ce of 
the Privacy Commissioner of Canada (http://
www.priv.gc.ca).

Please note that I am not a lawyer so do not take 
my statements as legal advice.  If you do need 
legal advice, consult a lawyer.

Cozzmic Communications
519.756.0741

www.COZZMIC.com
facebook.com/cozzmicphone

ROB SIMMONS

BScene is proud to o�er advice from local experts for issues important to you. 
The advice provided is that of the participant and is not endorsed, nor does it 
necessarily reflect the opinion of BScene.

‘THE KITCHEN’ ON COLBORNE STREET

LAUREN ARVA

 @thecolbornekitchen

 thecolbornekitchen

 thecolbornekitchen.ca

The Kitchen on Colborne Street 
East in Brantford provides a 
refreshing take on the food 

typically o�ered in traditional café 
restaurants. Jeremy Stewart and 
Brett Pottru�, owners of The Kitchen, 
explain that their menu features 
fresh, fast food, with all of their dishes 
being homemade and using seasonal, 
healthy ingredients.  

“We want to showcase local produce 
and meats in our restaurant because 
we have such great resources in 
the Brant area,” explained Stewart, 
“Ontario is probably one of the best 
places in Canada in terms of having 
access to resources.”

Brett Pottru�, head chef of The 
Kitchen, has been working in the 
food industry since he was sixteen 
years of age. He is an award-winning 
chef who previously worked under 
the supervision of high-end chefs 
in Toronto, and has furthermore 
headlined a few restaurants of his 
own. Jeremy Stewart has also been 
involved with the food industry since 
he was sixteen, a�liating himself with 
the business and management sectors 
of The Kitchen.

“Brett is the head chef, and my focus 
on the business and management of 
The Kitchen allows me to stay out of 
his way,” said Stewart, “We each have 
our own focus and it helps us to avoid 
stress.”

Stewart and Pottru� ’s passion 
for supporting local growers and 
appealing to all persons is what 
prompted them to open The Kitchen. 
“It had a lot to do with convenience… 
a lot of food sold in fast-food eateries 
and chain restaurants are not healthy, 
and we just wanted to make healthy 
food more convenient for the average 
person and bring five star quality food 
to real people,” stated Stewart, “Our 
prices are a�ordable and anyone can 
eat here.”

The Kitchen o�ers both takeout and 
sit-down options. Its menu contains 
pizza and pasta specials, soups, 
sandwiches, breakfast, specialty 
co�ees and teas and fresh-pressed 
juices. The Kitchen also o�ers 
a gourmet ‘grab and go’ fridge, a 
unique component of its menu that is 
intended to compliment customers 
on the go. The ‘grab and go’ fridge 
contains menu options that have been 
packaged in a manner that allows 
individuals to enjoy them at their own 
timely convenience. 

Stewart explained how The Kitchen’s 
menu is consistently updated and 
altered in order to feature foods and 
goods specific to certain seasons. 
“Honestly, Brett and I have tried to 
determine what our most popular 
dish is, but everything is so equal. Our 
menu is constantly changing so it’s 
hard to determine an overall favorite. 
Everything we o�er is wholesome and 
local.”

“The philosophy we have had from the 
start is not to compromise. We don’t 
want to get to the point where can’t 
commit to giving our customers the 
absolute best in terms of quality.”

The Kitchen is open Monday 
through Friday from 7am until 6pm 
and Saturday from 11am to 3pm. 
For further information, visit their 
website at 
www.thecolbornekitchen.ca 

brantfordjazzfestival.com
SEPTEMBER 16, 17 & 18, 2016

BrantfordInternationalJazzFestival
BrantfordJazz
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EVAN ROBERSTON

 @evangoesonline

The Brant Skills Centre has been providing training in 
literacy, computer and other practical skills for over 
15 years.  The centre was originally focused on literacy 

skills; as the labour market shifted and employers demanded 
more technology and computer related skills, the Brant Skills 
Centre responded and evolved along with it to better serve the 
community.  

Doubling in size since its founding, the Brant Skills Centre has 
grown to o�er a comprehensive range of technology focused 
workshops and classes, including fundamental training 
such as PC basics, internet and email use, along with more 
specialized, advanced classes in Microsoft Oce applications 
and accounting software such as QuickBooks.  The centre also 
o�ers instruction in using a smart phone or tablet, along with 
many other topics.  All programming is created based on local 
needs. 

“Tech is everywhere.” explains Lori Bruner, Executive Director 
of the Brant Skills Centre. Her organization not only provides 
training in computer and other technology skills, but access to 
software and technology which may otherwise have been out 
of reach due to financial or other barriers.  Learners come from 
all over Brant County, and are typically 40 and older, however 
youth participation is increasing, says Bruner.
The centre will work with clients to identify their goals and 
shape the outcome of their learning.  Bruner explains that the 
centre places learners on one of five “goal paths”: employment, 
apprenticeship, secondary school, post-secondary school, 
or independence.  Based on a learner’s objectives, the Skills 
Centre can work with them to join classes and workshops 
best suited to helping them achieve their employment or 
educational goals.

Anyone who uses technology in the workplace can benefit from 
programming o�ered by the Brant Skills Centre.  Learners 
can take advanced level classes in software applications such 
as Microsoft Excel and Word, learning how to create and edit 
complex documents and spreadsheets.  Classes in QuickBooks, 
teaches learners to use the popular accounting software, sought 
after by many employers.  The Skills Centre also o�ers Point 
of Sale (POS) training for learners who may currently hold or 
be pursuing a service position.  These classes and the many 
others o�ered by the Brant Skills Centre not only enhance 

technical proficiency with computer software and hardware, 
they also reinforce and build the underlying skill sets, such as 
numeracy, literacy, and reading comprehension.  Participants 
in Excel classes can expect to sharpen their numeracy skills, 
while learners in the centre’s Microsoft Word classes, known 
as “Writing in the Workplace” can expect to strengthen their 
reading and writing skills.

To adequately serve all of Brant County, the Skills Centre 
o�ers a mobile computer lab to facilitate training at 
community centres and libraries around the county.  Thanks to 
partnerships with a local cable and wireless services provider, 
Wi-Fi connectivity is available where classes are held, even 
in remote locations and those without an existing connection.  
Even with the additional mobile unit, demand still far outstrips 
supply for the free computer and technology classes, with most 
classes having a wait list.

As a registered charity, the Brant Skills Centre heavily depends 
on funding from government and private donors.  The Skills 
Centre receives funding from the Ministry of Advanced 
Education and Skills Development and other sources, such as 
government grants and donors in the community.  This can 
often put pressure on service levels and availability of classes 
and workshops.  The centre was previously awarded a 2 year 
Ontario Trillium Foundation Grant.  The completion of this 
grant period caused a degree of uncertainty regarding how to 
best serve the community.  “How do you serve the community 
needs with the level of funding you have?” replies Bruner, 
when asked about current challenges facing the Skills Centre.  
However, despite these obstacles, the centre will be o�ering a 
full range of technical training classes starting in the fall.

Many former learners directly attribute their success in finding 
a job or advancing in their existing position to the skills they 
gained from their time with the Brant Skills Centre.  This 
success is evident in feedback left by former participants.  “I 
have attended several courses that have been o�ered at Brant 
Skills Centre and it has been very beneficial for my job.” writes 
one former learner who used the services of the Brant Skills 
Centre when his job changed from an industrial setting to a 
position involving extensive computer use.
Technical training is not just exclusively for employment 
preparation.  Many learners enroll in workshops and classes for 
greater independence in their lives.  “It’s time for me to learn. 
I want to be able to talk to my friends and family.” says Bruner, 
explaining that massive shifts in communication technology 
have left older clients wanting to be able to communicate 
and interact with friends and family in a manner with which 
they are comfortable.  This step towards independence would 
not be possible for many learners without the Brant Skills 

Centre.  One former participant shared their appreciation of 
gaining new skills at any age.  “I live on a pension now and your 
computer classes have become invaluable to me.  I may be in my 
60’s but I am never done learning even though I have limited 
funds available to me.” said one learner who has taken several 
classes.

The increasing technical nature of work and the transition to a 
knowledge economy continues to drive a strong need in Brant 
County for workers with strong computer, internet, and other 
technical skills. The enrollment numbers at the Brant Skills 
Centre supports the notion that local businesses need workers 
with the technical skills needed to move them forward and 
grow.  Classes through the centre are all free or low cost and 
taught by a cadre of experienced, highly skilled, and patient 
instructors.  Learners of all skill and experience levels will 
benefit from classes and workshops o�ered at the Skills Centre. 
To learn more or inquire about current and upcoming classes 
and workshops, visit http://www.brantskillscentre.org/ call  
519-758-1664 or stop by in person at 225 Fairview Drive, Unit 
1 in Brantford. Learning is a lifelong endeavour and the Brant 
Skills Centre is an invaluable resource for anyone wanting to 
enhance their computer and internet related skills, prepare 
for employment, or just demystify technology.for me to learn. 
I want to be able to talk to my friends and family.” says Bruner, 
explaining that massive shifts in communication technology 
have left older clients wanting to be able to communicate 
and interact with friends and family in a manner with which 
they are comfortable.  This step towards independence would 
not be possible for many learners without the Brant Skills 
Centre.  One former participant shared their appreciation of 
gaining new skills at any age.  “I live on a pension now and your 
computer classes have become invaluable to me.  I may be in my 
60’s but I am never done learning even though I have limited 
funds available to me.” said one learner who has taken several 
classes.

The increasing technical nature of work and the transition to a 
knowledge economy continues to drive a strong need in Brant 
County for workers with strong computer, internet, and other 
technical skills. The enrollment numbers at the Brant Skills 
Centre supports the notion that local businesses need workers 
with the technical skills needed to move them forward and 
grow.  Classes through the centre are all free or low cost and 
taught by a cadre of experienced, highly skilled, and patient 
instructors.  Learners of all skill and experience levels will 
benefit from classes and workshops o�ered at the Skills Centre. 
To learn more or inquire about current and upcoming classes 
and workshops, visit http://www.brantskillscentre.org/ call  
519-758-1664 or stop by in person at 225 Fairview Drive, Unit 
1 in Brantford. Learning is a lifelong endeavour and the Brant 
Skills Centre is an invaluable resource for anyone wanting to 
enhance their computer and internet related skills, prepare for 
employment, or just demystify technology.

BSCENE TECH SCENE
THE BRANT SKILLS CENTRE 
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Our community is filled with laughter almost every night. There are many shows to choose from on various nights of the week. 
It’s hard not to chuckle with so much local entertainment going on. New to the stage this month is a show called Belly La�s 
headed by Robert Beckham. Head on down to the Starving Artist every other Wednesday for some great fun and laughter. August 
has also brought back a returning favourite, the Brantford Comedy Festival’s competition nights. Already half way through the 
competitors, this year’s competition pits comedians against each other for a chance to win a $10,000 prize. Make sure to Be Seen 
laughing up a storm with our talented and funny, local comedians. 

Comedy Scene

l
Belly Laffs

J

Comedy at The 
Rose & Thistle

LOL Comedy

X

Comedy Fest
CompetitionXYPhotos by Dean Ellis

Dellisartphotografix



20 BScene.ca YOUR #1 EVENT GUIDE

SANDRA L. ANDERSON

@sandlyn

 sandlynpublishing

September is an interesting month for community theatre. 
A time of change perhaps. Summer Theatre Festivals 
like Brant Theatre Workshop’s Bell Summer Festival 

and ICHTHYS Theatre’s Left of Centre Festival (LOCF) have 
wrapped up. 

Just to recap, the last two shows BTW presented were Creating 
Frankenstein and Summer Breeze. 

Creating Frankenstein, the second o�ering of the Bell Summer 
Festival, after Rumplestiltskin’s Tales, brought together a 
thrilling combination of the family history of the writer and her 
tumultuous life with romantic poet and opiate addict husband 
Percy. While they were on vacation with friends and fellow 
writers Lord Byron and John William Polidori decide to all 
write ghost stories in friendly competition. Mary wins hands 
down. Written by Victoria Muir, Creating Frankenstein, tells 
the story of Mary Shelley and the writing of her classic horror 
story. The play was directed by Peter Muir and designed by 
Gerry Lafleur.

Summer Breeze was presented in three weekends of 
matinees at the Bell Homestead, Chiefswood Museum and 
Woodland Cultural Centre, the last show being September 
4, 2016. Summer Breeze is a play written by Peter Muir and 
Thohahoken. 

What starts o� as a simple university lecture on Aboriginal 

studies becomes much more as the descendants of Chief 
Johnson, Frederick Haldimand, Alexander Graham Bell and 
Pauline Johnson travel back in time to gain a perspective on 
today and discover that there are always two sides to every 
story. This production was sponsored by Lone Wolf Fireworks 

of Ohsweken. 

The Bell Summer Theatre Festival 
takes place every summer. There are 
3 full productions staged throughout 
the summer as well as the BTW 
Kidstage Summer Camp. Admission 
to all performances are pay-what-you-
can, weather permitting. Audience 
members can feel free to bring a lawn 
chair, blanket and perhaps a picnic 
basket. 
The Bell Summer Theatre Festival 
is supported in part by the City of 
Brantford, The Ontario Trillium 
Foundation and by Enterprise Brant.

Sandra ON Scene featured an in depth 
story about the Left of Centre Festival 
(LOCF) in its August issue. Taking 
place on the last weekend of August 
and catering to young audiences, 
the festival featured two original plays. RUFFly SPEAKING 
written by BScene’s Sandra L. Anderson featured her dog, who 
turns into a human, inadvertently fixes a relationship between 
mother and son because of what she overheard when she was 
still a dog, then turns back at the end. The second play co-
written by Duncan Graham and MacKenzie Kett-VanEde had 
the Fairy Godmother mixing up her book of fairly tales so the 
characters end up in each other’s stories. The show featured 
elaborate costumes, puppets interacting with live actors and 
singing.

In a skit during intermission to introduce the next play, the 
audience got a glimpse as to what Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus 
might be doing in the summer. Both plays featured original 
music by Brantford’s April Graham and both were very well 
received.

Children’s Drama camps in Brant and Brantford were well 
attended, but now they are over and auditions and rehearsals 
have begun for the upcoming fall shows. 
Stage 88 is working on THE MOST MASSIVE WOMAN WINS 
planned for Oct. 13, 14, and 15 at Gord Paynter Theatre. In the 
play, described as “challenging, brutal and funny”, four women 

sitting in the waiting room of a liposuction clinic explore their 
perceptions of body image. From painful childhood memories 
to frustrations with the opposite sex, these experiences both 
haunt and empower these women. The talented cast includes 

Dan Anderson, Catherine Camp-Paynter, Jessica O’Connor, 
Kristen Wilson, and Bobby Robert. 

Also set for October, Her Majesty’s Players is delving into the 
Baird again with Shakespeare’s ROMEO AND JULIETTE. 
Dates planned are October Oct. 9-10 and 15-16.

ICHTHYS Theatre begins rehearsals for Shakespeare’s MUCH 
ADO ABOUT NOTHING set for November 18-20 and 25-27, 
2016.

Paris Performers is in rehearsals for the classic Ruth & 
Augustus Goetz play adapted from the Henry James novel, 
THE HEIRESS, with performance dates also set for November 
18-27th, 2016.

Halloween is always a thrilling time for theatre, as a newly 
formed theatre group Theatre On The Grand, is presenting 
their THREE NIGHTS OF TERROR Festival at the Brantford 
Civic Centre Auditorium, October 28, 29 and 30, 2016 at 7 pm. 
The productions are in the form of radio plays and readings and 
movies are also featured. 

October 28: The Monster
Old Time Radio play: Frankenstein 
Movie: The Phantom of the Opera starring Lon Chaney
October 29: The Vampire
Old Time Radio play: Dracula
Movie: Nosferatu
October 30: A Night of Poe
Old Time Radio play: The Black Cat
A reading of The Tell Tale Heart
Movie: Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde starring John Barrymore
Concluding with a special reading of The Raven by special 
guest Brantford’s World-Renowned Town Crier David V. 
McKee.
Join them on Devil’s Night (Oct 30) for a Costume Contest 
and Silent Auction. 
Pricing: $12 a night or all 3 nights for $30.

Community Theatre groups are always looking for more bodies, 
including actors and back stage people. If you have an interest 
in getting involved, please approach any of Brantford and Brant 
County’s groups to let them know where your interests lie. 
They are all on Facebook and most have websites. Or you can 
contact Sandra L. Anderson and she will answer your questions 
to the best of her ability.

SANDRA ON SCENE

Sandra L. Anderson, Lily and April Graham in RUFFly SPEAKING.  
Photo by Kate Elwood.

Mary Shelley is dreaming up a scene from Creating Frankenstein.  
Photo by Martin Smith

Cooper Bilton, Drew Adkins and Jamie Reansbury in a scene from RUFFly SPEAKING. Photo by Kate Elwood
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JACK JACKOWETZ

 @jackowetz

@jJackowetz 

For the majority of her reign Queen 
Victoria was in mourning for her 
dearly departed Albert; she  became 

a recluse after his death. Edward VII, her 
son, who succeeded her in 1901, was the 
complete opposite. Edward was a pleasure 
seeker, leading the commonwealth into a 
new, lively age of art, fashion, and travel.

Canada celebrated the first decade of 
the 20th-century with an abundance 
of wealth unmatched in the country’s 
brief history. In little more than 70 
years Brantford evolved from a rugged 
backwater community where living 
conditions were harsh to a socially and 
economically diverse city of the industrial 
age.

The years between the 1901 and the start 
of the Great War saw a sustained period 
of industrial growth. The fiscal caution of 
the 1890s was replaced by confidence and 
the city moved rapidly forward garnering 
a national and international reputation 
for manufacturing excellence. During this 
period there were recessions and labour 
disputes but the city’s workforce and 
roster of companies grew.

In the first few years of the 20th-century 
Brantford Cordage started up and major 
additions were completed at Pratt and 
Letchworth, Brantford Carriage Works 
and Verity Plow. Cockshutt completed 

their new factory on Mohawk Street and 
Buck Stove Works moved to a new and 
larger location. Ham & Nott, Waterous 
Engine Works, and Massey-Harris 
announced expansion plans.  By 1903 
4,000 people, in a city of 18,000 were 
employed in the manufacturing sector. In 
mid-decade Barber-Ellis, Canada Glue, 
and American Radiator set up operations 
in Brantford.

The first slow down occurred in 1907, a 
world-wide phenomenon. The economy 
improved in 1908 and in the next few 
years Canadian Machine Telephone, 
Brandon Shoe, Crown Electric, and 
Brantford Computing Scale started up. 
Cockshutt and Brantford Carriage both 
made large additions. This continued 
growth however never reached the 
heights of growth of the first years of the 
new century.

A pressing issue of this era was who 
should provide the services the growing 
city needed. Was municipal ownership 
of public utilities to be expanded? 
Private operators were commonly under 
capitalised and constantly struggled 
trying to keep up with demand. The 
small size of the local market prevented 
operators from earning adequate returns 
to improve and the expand service. In 
1905 city run garbage collection began, 
replacing private contractors. Ownership 
of companies providing telephone service, 
electricity, gas, and the street railway 
were constant sources of debate.

It is interesting to note that by the turn of 
the 20th-century the City Hall on Market 
Square was deemed to be an eyesore and 
an embarrassment to the city yet it would 
remain in place and in use for another 63 
years.

During this period three more railways 
were built. The Grand Valley Railway 
began operating to Paris in 1903 and to 
Galt in 1904. The Brantford & Hamilton 
Electric Railway commenced service to 
Hamilton in 1908 making 18 rounds trip 
a day. Service continued on this line until 
1931. The Lake Erie & Northern travelled 
south to Waterford, Simcoe, and Port 
Dover and to Galt and north to Kitchener 
and Waterloo via the Grand River Railway 
beginning in 1916. Passenger service on 
the LE & N ended in 1955.

In 1905 the Grand Trunk Railway’s 
mainline was diverted to run through 
Brantford, 51 years after the Great 
Western bypassed Brantford because 
the city refused to pay a bonus to the 
railway to put its line through Brantford. 
The main streets in Brantford began 
to be paved in 1908 in response to the 
expansion in use of the automobile.

In 1908 the Brant Historical Society was 
organised, dedicated to researching the 

history and archaeology of the County and 
to “excite a greater appreciation of the 
e¡orts of the early settlers”.

The constant growth in manufacturing 
was such that the Post O£ce on George 
and Dalhousie Streets, now Laurier 
Brantford’s Post House, could no longer 
handle the municipal and federal business 
in Brantford. A new Federal Building 
commenced construction in 1913. Today 
this once important local symbol of the 
federal government has been deemed 
surplus to the government’s needs and is 
to be sold o¡.

The winter of 1913-1914 saw the return 
of hard times. The economic slowdown 
combined with patriotic commitment to 
England meant many men were available 
to enlist for the war after 
Great Britain declared 
war on Germany. 
However, few  in Brant 
were aware of the issues 
and circumstances that 
provoked the war. War 
was seen, and sold, as an 
adventure and a gallant 
pursuit, rather than 
the horror it truly was. 
As the war progressed 
and the stories of the 
terror and su¡ering 
reached Brant, fewer 
and fewer men were 
willing to commit to 
the cause. However 
demand for war supplies 
and equipment soon 
provided the factories of 
Brantford with scores of 
contracts.

As American influence 
began to exert itself 
in Canada, e¡orts to 
strengthen ties with 
England, the mother 
land, increased. Some 
considered it inevitable 

that Canada would join the American 
Union. The on-going debate about 
whether to remain committed to England 
or form a closer relationship with 
America culminated with the Reciprocity 
Treaty (a free trade agreement) the 
Laurier government negotiated with 
the United States. Local industrialists 
thrived in the high tari¡ environment that 
existed and were not anxious to see their 
American competitors invade Canada and 
steal away their markets. Farmers were 
hopeful for an agreement but industry and 
urban forces against the Treaty led to the 
defeat of the Laurier government in the 
1911 elections. Free trade with America 
would prove elusive until 1987 when the 
Mulroney government signed the Free 
Trade Agreement.

A LOOK BACK
Brantford in the 
Edwardian Era

King Edward VII

Brantford City Hall 1850
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BSCENE MUSIC SCENEBSCENE MUSIC SCENE
Summer is a great time for music in our community. Each year, there are free shows o�ered in 

Harmony Square, Lion’s Park Paris, Victoria Park, and Alexander Park among others. This year 
has also brought some other great tunes to our community. Earlier in the month, the MacKenzie 

Creek Bluegrass Festival brought some amazing sounds to the region, and then the community came 
together to see the final show of the Tragically Hip. Make sure to Be Seen listening to the great sounds 
of our local musicians each week at many events around the area. 

ACOUSTIC CAFE by DENISE KINCHSULAR

TUNES IN THE PARK by DEAN ELLIS

HIP TO BE SQUARE by BELINDA J.CLEMENTS

MACKENZIE BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL
 by BELINDA J.CLEMENTS
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BSCENE ARTS SCENE: GORDON HILL

VALERIE SAWICKI

Gordon Hill has a deep passion 
working with the raw material, 
glass, to make beautiful art 

forms. As a child, Gordon liked 
painting, and as he grew older he 
was drawn to leatherwork. Before 
working with glass, he worked 
running franchising for a number 
of years. Through that career, he 
gained knowledge in marketing and 
sales which he would later come to 
need when advertising and selling 
his glass work. Gordon felt that he 
needed more control of his lifestyle 
so he went back to his artistic roots 
and began working with glass at a 
studio in Brantford. After working in 
Brantford for two years he worked in 
Ottawa for five years teaching glass 
classes. He was fulfilling his passion 
and learning from the other glass 
artists he had partnered with. Later, 
Gordon set up Cardinal Glass Studio 
in Cardinal, ON where he is currently 
located. Apart from at the studio, his 
work is displayed at The Crawford in 
Brantford.

Cardinal Glass Studio is where 
Gordon practices the many forms of 

glass art and teaches stained glass art 
on intermediate and beginner levels, 
as well as a glass fusing weekend 
workshop. He enjoys teaching because 
he is able to share the amazing art 
form of glass. The forms of glass 
artwork that are made at his studio 

include fused glass, slumped 
glass, sandblasted glass, kiln 
fired glass, stained glass, 
copper foil glass, and leaded 
glass. All of these forms are 
unique and elaborate. His 
art forms make excellent 
gifts for a variety of 
occasions. Everything he 
makes is custom and he 
takes orders so that people’s 
wishes can be fulfilled for 
the perfect gift.

Gordon’s glass work at the 
Crawford is enjoyed by 
many locals in Brantford. 
His work there is varied. 
There are four pieces 
hanging in the window 

display that represent traditional 
cut glass but incorporate a modern 
influence using fused glass 
techniques. There are multiple 
wall pieces that involve kiln work 
and fusing. Also, there are fused 
and slumped wall scenes that are 
Gordon’s one of a kind 
pieces. Most of his work 
is one of a kind with the 
exception of repeated pieces 
used as a limited series. 
Larger slumped vases and 
bowls have been on display 
but have recently sold. 
Commission or custom 
work is available on request. 
Gordon has enjoyed having 
had the opportunity for his 
work to be seen there by so 
many appreciative viewers. 
The Crawford’s last open 
house was on Friday, August 
26th where people took one 
last time to appreciate the 
many works of art displayed 
there. It o�cially closed on 

Saturday, August 27th. 
Right now Gordon is working 
towards creating a series of work 
that represents a theme so that he 
can hold a gallery show in the near 
future. He will be taking advanced 
glass classes in New York to gain even 
more knowledge and expertise in 
his line of work. Aside from creating 
more beautiful works of art, he will be 
teaching more classes in the fall. His 
other goal for the future is to be able 
to rent out his studio to other glass art 
enthusiasts. By doing so, lots of people 
could have access to the expensive 
equipment needed to be able to create 
glass art.

Gordon o�ers some great advice for 
artists beginning their journeys, “ Get 
a good sense of marketing and sales to 
that you are able to sell your artwork 
rather than become frustrated and 
give up on your dreams. “ and “Find 
your passion. Your job won’t feel like 
work.” Far too many artists are unable 
to make a living doing what they 
love so they are quick to stop trying. 
Gordon’s advice comes from his 
experience in the field. He is thankful 
for having been involved in the sales 
aspect of the field so that he could 
continue to do what he is passionate 
about. Gordon loves what he does and 
the lifestyle that it involves. To find 
out more about his studio, Cardinal 
Glass Studio, his website is www.
cardinalglassstudio.wordpress.com.

 ARTS SCENE: 
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X-PRESS YOURSELF: A NIGHT SHOWCASING WOMEN IN ENTERTAINMENT

NIKOLE TAYLOR

X-press Yourself: A Night 
Showcasing Women In 
Entertainment, is a variety 

show that has been created to 
show support to women in our 
community who are trying to 
make their way through a male-
dominated industry.  
Our goal is to bring women in 
entertainment together to build 
each other up, support each 
other and work together to bring 
something great to Brantford. 

The first X-press Yourself was held 
last year with great success.  This 
year, we hope to start expanding 
it and making it an annual event. 
We have a larger venue and have 

added vendors and sponsors to 
help o�set the costs.  We have 
been very fortunate to have P.A. 
Music support and sponsor our 
event by providing us with the 
sound and lighting. Some of this 
year’s sponsors include The Music 
Academy, P.A. Music, CCSound 
Recording Studio and Cavern Of 
Dreams Publishing.  We are also 
hoping to do a giveaway for music 
lessons from The Music Academy, 
and will also be looking for 
sponsorship to help o�set the cost 
of those as well. It’s so important 
to encourage our next generation 
of musicians and entertainers, so 
we are hoping to be able to give 
someone a chance to take music 
lessons who might not be able to 
otherwise.  

Submissions can be sent to 
xpressyourselfsubmissions@
gmail.com

All submissions must be sent no 

later than 12:00am, September 1st. 
(So get them sent August 31 before 
you go to bed!)

Winners will be announced at the 
event, and will be on the event page 
and The Music Academy Facebook 
page the next day.

Submissions must include the 
following info:

Your name
Name of person being nominated
Age of person being nominate
City person being nominated 
lives in
Contact information for person 
being nominated
Then tell us why you (or they!) 
deserve to win!

We are also looking for volunteers 
to help make our night run 
smoothly, and I am very thankful 
to Shelley Patten-Forster for 
joining me and taking on the 
position of head volunteer. 
If anyone is interested in 
volunteering, emails can be sent 
to xpressyourselfsubmissions@
gmail.com

We have some incredibly talented 
women participating in this year’s 
event (some returning from last 
year), bringing comedy, live music 
and burlesque!

This year’s acts include:

Comedienne Sarah Ashby from 
Toronto.

Comedienne Jennifer Roy 
Wincey from Waterloo.

Burlesque dancer Ruby 
Krueger from Cambridge

and local Brantford bands, all 
with female leads:

The Ache
Velvet & The Vibe
Ruby’s Revenge  
Waking Life

The event takes place at The 
Army Navy & Air Force Club at 
645 Colborne St. E. on September 
17th at 8pm. Tickets are currently 
available from band members and 
at The Starving Artist Gallery 
Cafe. They are $10 in advance, and 
will be $12 at the door.
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BE SEEN WITH BSCENE
ETHAN’S LEMONADE AT SOCIABLE

BELINDA J. CLEMENTS

SKATE 4 THE
BRAIN
BELINDA J. CLEMENTS

POLICE AUXILLIARY MUD RUN
DENISE KINCHSULAR

A LOOK BACK AT AUGUST THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

The 1st 2016 Brantford Police Auxiliary Mud Hero’s Run, 
in partnership with Lansdowne Children’s Centre and 

Grand River Conservation Authority was 
held on Saturday August 20th at Brant Park.

Proceeds from the fundraiser will benefit the Lansdowne 
Children’s Centre’s “Every Kid Counts” program.

Held in Brant Park with 30 obstacles, some natural and 
some man made. The 5km run had 14 teams participate in 

challenges that included mud, water, tractor tire tosses, 
climbing walls, and swamps. At the end of the course the 

wet, sweaty and muddy participants were met with live 
music. Also after the finish line there were 2 food trucks; 

Swat and Schmuck Truck as well as 
Strodes BBQ & Deli and a beer tent.

All runners left the race tired, dirty and with a medal and 
t-shirt. A #BRANTastic time was had by all.

Make sure to Be Seen getting muddy at next year’s event!
 

Submitted by: Belinda J. Clements

My Super Hero Wears a Bow Tie:
Ethan Golden, junior philanthropist set up his lemonade 

stand at The Sociable Kitchen + Tavern on King George 
road. The event ran on Saturday August 13th, from 

5:30 pm until Ethan’s bedtime.
Ethan and his lovely sidekick Helina Lewis-Golden (aka 
Mom), served deliciously refreshing lemonade and sold 

Ethan’s trademark bow ties to raise 
money for Juvenile Arthritis.

The management of the Sociable purchased enough bow 
ties to outfit the entire sta� that were working at the 

time of the event. Through the sale of lemonade and bow 
ties, the event raised 9,250 dimes ($950). The fabulous 

food and service at The Sociable Kitchen and Tavern 
topped o� the #BRANTastic evening. You can donate to 

Ethan’s online lemonade stand at, 
www.arthritisevents.ca/ethans10centdream

Make sure to Be Seen with your bow tie on!
Submitted by: Belinda J. Clements

See more of her work at: Belinda J. Clements Photography

FINAL FIRST 
FRIDAY

DEAN ELLIS

At the Crawford Collective.
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FAUSTO VICTORIO

fausto.victorio

cbric.com     emplotreneur.com 

“Do or do not. There is no try.” -words of 
wisdom from Yoda, the much revered 
Jedi master who trained Luke Skywalker, 

the hero in Star Wars: Return of the Jedi.  Believe it 
or not, I’ve seen this splattered in 4 gigantic video 
screens in a whole day business conference in 
Hamilton that is ran by a group of amazing world 
renowned speakers.  Apparently it is sound advise for 
entrepreneurs and business people today.   

Assuming everyone in Brantford knows about the story 
of Brantford and its glory days.  I will begin by sharing 
the story of another world. 

In a short short time ago in a business galaxy, far far 
away from Canada. There was the soft drinks market 
war between Coca Cola, Pepsi and a rebel (local) 
company, Cosmos Bottling Corporation.  During the 
battle, the rebels managed to strategize against the 
empires of Coca Cola and Pepsi, making their millions 
of dollars worth of marketing budget, technology, 
connections, branding and industry leadership 
experience become useless against the advances of the 
rebel (Cosmos) forces.  When Cosmos has successfully 
taken 25% of the market away from the Coca Cola 
empire and the Pepsi Empire became number 3 in the 
war, the Coca Cola empire o�ered to buy out Cosmos 
for Pesos 16 Billion (about Can$500M). The End.  In 
business, that is a good ending. 

This is how we do business in the Philippines.  A third 
world country where McDonalds is a sorry second to 
our local Jollibee Fast Food and where Unilab, a local 
pharma company owns 60% of the market and the rest, 
including the huge multinationals, share what’s left. 
And did I say our population is more than 3 times the 
size of Canada?

The first time my family set foot in Brantford 7 years 
ago, we fell in love with the place.  It had that small town 
feel and yet has everything needed from a city.  People 
are so much nicer (we came from Toronto, go figure) 
and everybody says hi to everybody.  The business 
psyche though is significantly not as sunny.  

From the stories I got, the culprit for the not so driven 
business psyche of Brantford stems from its rich 
history of being once a great city rivalling Toronto 
in respectability and productivity.  Then it was left 
hung and dry when the manufacturing companies 
moved out from the area.  And now, after decades it is 
slowly coming back - to depending on manufacturing 
companies for greatness. And that is not really my 
point. 

I’m sorry, but that is not how I see Brantford.  I see 
Brantford as a city of brilliant creative people.  I know 
because I have met a lot of them. Inventors, innovators, 
artists and fast learners.  I see Brantford as a city with 

a big heart. I know because I notice the amount of 
volunteerism and everyone wanting to do something 
great for the community. I definitely did not see that 
in Toronto. I see Brantford as a city of resilient people. 
For some, they may call it stubbornness or hill-billy 
attitude.  But to me, I see that as people standing for 
what they believe. 

Creative, brilliant, resilient, and full of heart.  Doesn’t 
that sound like the traits of a successful 
entrepreneur?  The better word to use is Business 
Owner. People are scared of being an entrepreneur but 
I think everyone would like to own a business - even 
if they don’t admit it.  So we have in Brantford what it 
takes to be a successful in business, so why are we not 
going into business for ourselves? What makes us so 
di�erent versus Toronto or even just Hamilton where 
entrepreneurship, excuse me, business ownership, is so 
much more vigorous and productive?  It’s really just the 
psyche of Brantford.  

During the glory days of Brantford, the city was doing 
very well but what that o�ered the people was really 
a steady pay check.  It was great because people can 
a�ord to live a comfortable life and felt like it was 
going to last forever but all of us know now that it 
doesn’t.  More so now that it is not enough for people 
to stay in the employee mentality.  Im sure somewhere 
in your company’s vision and mission it expresses 
that The big di�erence today is that businesses and 
employment are evolving too much too soon all 
because of technological developments happening too 
fast opening up huge opportunities (and threats) for 
companies and individuals to swim in chaos and/or 
triumph. Whew! That was a mouthful. Good thing this 
is a written article so if you really wanted to break down 
what I just said point by point, you can just go back to it.  
                
So here it is ladies and gentlemen, we are blessed 
because the problem in Brantford is not capability, 
knowledge or skill.  The problem of Brantford is that of 
just making the right decisions.  We need to decide on 
the following: 

1. We need to decide to dream big.  Because the 
maximum we can go is set by our minds.  

2. We need to decide to work smart.  Because 
time is constantly moving and now businesses 
and employment are changing as well, we 
need to consciously watch what is happening 
and be ready to take on opportunities as well 
as address threats. 

3. We need to decide to take action.  Build it and 
they will come is not always the case the same 
as “it will sell itself ”.  We need to dig deeper 
into what works well in the now. 

4. We need to decide to work together.  No man 
is an island. Iron sharpens iron. Definitely, 
business won’t exist just by itself.  But most 
importantly, by collaborating with others, we 
make “the whole greater than the sum of its 
parts”. 

The fun is in the getting there. See you all at the top.  
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VIRGO: Life may have felt very foggy lately and it could be driving 
you crazy. This month it gets better but the lesson you are 
learning is that it’s okay to feel lost sometimes; you don’t have to 
have everything figured out. 

LEO: Own your self-worth this month. You deserve anything and 
everything that lights your heart up. Treat yourself.

CANCER: Take a look at your attitudes this month. They want to 
level up. Open your mind and possibilities will abound.

GEMINI: This month your focus will be on security, foundation 
and trust in yourself. In the past you may have created a long 
list of everything you need to feel secure. Now all you need is 
yourself.

TAURUS: It’s play time! Although you may still have 
responsibilities, if you find little pockets of time for play, you will 
find you have even more energy and stamina when it comes to 
work.

ARIES: Listen to your body. It’s a great month for you to start 
a new routine or assess what’s working/not working in your 
current routine. Change is your friend.

PISCES: Relationships take front and centre for you this month: 
especially your relationship with yourself. Forgive yourself for 
everything, wipe the slate clean and move forward determined to 
love yourself. 

AQUARIUS: Listen to your gut this month. It’s going to be sending 
you many messages. These messages may leave you feeling 
confused or foggy but that’s OK! Trust yourself.

CAPRICORN: Time to play big. Think bigger and reach farther. 
The universe wants you to expand. Actually life is expanding; 
whether you are going with it is up to you!

SAGITTARIUS: Your career is in focus this month. What are you 
leaving behind this lifetime? Ask yourself this question. You’ve 
been building it all along. Celebrate all that you are and know you 
make an impact on others.

SCORPIO: It’s a month of connecting. Get out there and meet 
new people. Go to events that inspire you and you will find like-
minded individuals who you will benefit from. 

LIBRA: This is a month of clearing, releasing and forgiving. Let 
go of the last year. You are releasing so that a new cycle can begin 
next month.

Looking for even deeper insight?
Shannon is available for personal readings.
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Sitting here in the downtown at 4:00 am is an interesting situation to be in right now. I’m not in pain, nothing is broken, and to 
the best of my knowledge I’m not dying (at least no more than normal). Everywhere around me I can think of people seemingly 
comfortable and sleeping in whatever they call home.

The world around me seems quiet to me but I still can’t sleep. Quiet is relative, there are no loud noises here. There is nobody 
talking loud, no one yelling, or making any kind of real commotion. Voices, when heard, are subdued, almost whispers. Even the 
night animals are silent on the roofs and down the alleys. So far in the last two hours I’ve seen at least seven different EMS or 
Police vehicles moving through the core of the city on their way to someplace else. It seems that everything everywhere is on 
mute, the noises can be heard, but only very quietly and only if you concentrate.

And here I am. I can’t sleep because of the noise. There’s an all-encompassing cacophony of quiet sound around me that I can’t 
seem to shut out. The pulsing hum of the ‘civilized’ world; The hiss of tires on the pavement accompanied by the thud-thud 
of the cracks being traversed; the constant quiet moan of the air conditioning systems are all around me, heard but not seen. 
The clipped sounds of people’s shoes on that same roadway or sidewalk surface are all in the past. I still hear the occasional 
siren off in the distance indicating some small (to me) incident somewhere else. The people that surround me unseen are 
mumbling and sniffing in their sleep, unheard by anyone else. Phones ringing, clocks ticking, bells chiming, all are quiet, for 
now. During the night, lives are shuffled, then shuffled some more, and shuffled again. In the coming morning a new hand is 
dealt, a continuation of living begins or perhaps something completely new has begun. Daylight is coming, slowly, breathing 
quickens, eyes open, doors inside are being quietly opened and closed amidst whispering voices and swishing clothing as the 
world downtown begins again. 

It’s 5:00 am and here in the core of the city and I still can’t sleep, because the silence around me isn’t really silent, there is a 
quiet roar to life where I am and I find that I have to listen to it carefully to hear it all. 
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