BScene

OCTOBER 2014

Experiences · People · Ideas · Culture

MEET
AVERY
Brantford's Rising Star
Photo Courtesy: Tami McFarlane

BScene.ca

2 October 2014

Marc Laferriere
@MarcLaferriere

MarcYourVote.ca

Patrick Van Horne
@WarOfTheMindMH

warofthemindmentalhealth

warofthemindmh.com

October 2014 3

Jason Freeze
@JasonFreeze

Jason.freeze

BScene.ca

Richard Robillard
@RichieRoby

genzeldotca

BScene.ca

4 October 2014

Who Cares About Municipal Politics?

“The ignorance ofone voter impairs the security ofall” – John F. Kennedy

The Municipal Election is less than 4
weeks away on October 27th. Many of
you will be thinking: “So What”?
There are a bounty of candidates vying
for both the city and the county
Mayoral seats and Councillor
candidates and School Board Trustee
candidates galore (full disclosure: I'm
one of them). Even with a crowded
field in most races, it's expected that
voter turn out will likely be less than
half of all eligible voters. This year,
with the addition of online voting, the
hope is that there will be an increase
from the 2010 election as barriers to
voting like mobility issues, wet
weather, snowbirds or busyness are
removed with the ability to cast a ballot
from any Internet connected device in
the advance polls.
Though accessibility to polling stations
is an important consideration, it's not
the main thing that stops people from
exercising their democratic right. Voter
apathy is widespread. So many people
feel disenfranchised and don't see the
link between their daily lives and
politics. Many are turned off from
participating when they, as young
people, as women or visible minorities,
don't see themselves or their lived
experiences reflected in the candidates.
There is also often a lack of civility to
modern day politics that discourages
people from participating in electing
their representatives.
I believe your vote matters. The
political process is best served at any
level by high voter turnout. The word
politics may turn people off, but what
does it really mean? Public
transportation, garbage and recycling
collection, safe drinking water, utilities,
road maintenance, property taxes,
police, ambulance and fire services are
all municipal issues. These all have big
impacts on our day to day lives. School
Board Trustees make a difference for
kids at school. Who you choose
matters.

People of all walks of life are sheepish
when they admit to me that they don't
know how the system works, who the
players are or which the issues are
governed by the different levels of
government. They know they should
care, but they don't necessarily feel
compelled to get involved. They often
feel dissatisfied but don't see how they
can make change. Many are very busy
and don't want to be ill-informed voters
so they don't vote at all. People whose
children are grown may not feel it's
their place to vote for School Board
Trustees, not realizing that we all have
a stake in the public education of the
next generation. If you are living in
poverty and consumed with keeping a
roof over your head, voting won't be at
top of mind. All of these factors
contribute to low voter turnout.
If any of these resonate for you, what
can you? Voter apathy is not a simple
problem but we can each take the step
toward making our voices heard. The
first step is to commit to voting. You
can vote online or in person in the
advance polls or on election day. A
strong and healthy democracy requires
citizens who are engaged with and well
informed about the issues affecting
their community and society. People
need to first care about issues and then
become informed about them so they
can make decisions, including voting,
based on the evidence, reasonable
argument, and personal values.
In my time spent going door-to-door in
the lead up to the last provincial
election, the reality of the disconnect
between people and our political
systems was apparent and troubling. It
is something I've spent a lot of time
thinking about; both about the causes
of, and the solutions to low voter turn
out.
One aspect of low voter turn out that
can easily be addressed is the feeling of
insufficient knowledge about the
parties, candidates and issues. The

voter turnout for Federal elections with
better known National leaders tends to
be higher but municipal elections, on
the other hand, centre around the nittygritty details of governance, which is
why they don't always inspire people to
vote. Appropriating funds for parks and
schools might be necessary, but it's not
sexy.
The great thing about municipal
politics is that candidates are so
accessible. All it takes is a quick call or
email to get your questions answered.
You can even follow most of them on
Twitter and Facebook. Many of them
would also be happy to swing by your
home to answer your question in
person. You can search for all the
candidates in your area and read up
about their experience, why they are
running and who is endorsing them.
Read the local papers. Try to catch a
debate in person or on TV. The truth is
that 20 minutes is all you need to learn
about your choices.
Elections belong to the people and if
we all played our parts by voting we
would see a very different society. If
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we don't like the results of an election,
we all bear the responsibility of getting
our friends, coworkers and neighbours
engaged and active to have their voices
heard and get out the vote. So, I
challenge you not only to vote but to
ask your social network contacts to
vote. Make the election a dinner table
discussion topic. (This has the added
bonus of influencing your children's
likelihood of voting when they reach
the age of majority). Speak to your
colleagues and neighbours about it too.
If you want to be able to affect change,
this is the first step.
Not voting means allowing your voice
to be silenced and we can't be a fair
and just society when certain people
are not heard. On October 27th I
challenge you to vote!
For all election related information
including voting locations and
candidates go to
www.brantford.ca/govt/elections.
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