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Twas the Month Before Christmas
Twas the month before
Christmas and all through
the county, people were
stirring with all their
shopping bounty. Store
owners made treats as quick
as can be, and people
gobbled them up as if they
were free. The houses
were lit with lights all
around, and minion figures
were stuck in the ground.
Visitors from around with
smiles so bright, came to
Glenhyrst to see the lights. A
breeze blew by bringing a
nip in the air, but the events
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continued without a care.
One by one the bazaars were
run, all making money while
having lots of fun. Baked
goods were taken away in a
flash, all because of
cinnamon's dash. Brantford’s
Harmony Square was open
for play, as Santa came down
the street in his sleigh. The
skaters whizzed by with glee
and delight, while
watching the tree that
shown so bright. Santa came
down from the top of his
float, with a bright red hat
and a great big coat.

Standing with the mayor
who was on his right, he
declared Merry Christmas to
all and to all a #BRANTastic
night!
We hope everyone has a
great Holiday Season and
wonderful New Year. During
your travels, make sure to
check out all the local
businesses and events our
region has to offer. There’s
always something going on
in Brantford and Brant, so we
hope you can get out and
experience it.
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I am so excited to bring you
our second Christmas
edition! Inside this month's
paper we are featuring great
events such as The Living
Nativity, The Brantford
Symphony Orchestra's Ring
The Christmas Bells, and the
Brantford Lights at
Glenhyrst.

Please, oh drivers out there,
be ready for the winter!
Every year snow comes at us
around this time. Despite
knowing that, so many of us
out there act as if it is the
first time we've ever
encountered this frozen
dollop of white, and proceed
to run our cars and trucks
into the nearest object they
can find. Don't be one of
those drivers.
While we are talking about
vehicles, also try not to be
one of those drivers who

parks their car at the mall,
or in front of a shop, and
leaves everything showcased
out in the open for thieves
to window shop while you
do the same. Do remember
to lock your car.
Getting back to BScene, we
also talk about many great
places that are helping out
our community and those
less fortunate in the holiday
season. From Christmas
Baskets, to unwrapped toys,
to being a Big Brother or
Sister – there are so many
opportunities to reach out
into your community and
give back where you live.
So while you are out in the
hustle and bustle, and
enjoying (or dreading) that
last minute shopping, check
off to-do lists, and looking

forward to family, I also
challenge you to give of
some of your time this
season to reach out and
help those who may need a
little extra over the holidays.
Whether you take an hour, a
day, or the whole month to
volunteer, any time you put
into others will come back
to you in happiness ten fold.
Try it, honestly.
Most importantly, have a
happy, healthy (minus that
extra bit of turkey or
stuffing, of course), and
fulfilling holiday season. I
hope to see you all picking
up a BScene in 2016.
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Ring the Christmas Bells!
The Brantford Symphony Orchestra brings their iconic concert Saturday, December 12.

and "Ring the Christmas
Bells" after each number! It's
all great fun. Fantastic
arrangements, first-class
orchestra, familiar Christmas
music, energetic young choir,
the incredible Sanderson
Centre - this is a show you
won't forget!

The Brantford Symphony
Orchestra with Conductor
Philip Sarabura, invites you to
enjoy an enchanted evening
of music and bells on
Saturday, Dec 12, 2015, at 7:30
for our annual Christmas
show ~ Ring The Christmas
Bells.
This year our orchestra,
which features over 50
professional musicians of the
highest calibre, will be joined
by the Brantford Collegiate
Men’s and Women’s
Choruses. Being on stage
with the BSO "in action" is an
unforgettable experience for
all our guest performers, and

Equally as exciting, the BSO
is partnering with BCI and
the Sanderson Centre in a
fundraiser to help BCI
students raise money for
instruments for their music
program. Students are selling
tickets to the Dec. 12th
concert and keeping a large
portion of the proceeds,
while the Sanderson Centre
is waiving the surcharge on
all tickets sold by BCI.
we're really excited to share
the thrills with some of our
younger community
members. The program will
have all the favourite

seasonal music you've come
to expect at the BSO
Christmas Show - tunes like
"Hark the herald angels sing",
"I'll be home for Christmas",

"Ding Dong merrily on high",
"Sleigh Ride", and much more!
Bring bells of any kind from
home, or purchase them at
the hall before the concert,

not a feeling, it’s a decision.
If I continued to carry this
bitterness around with me
it would rob me of the life I
was meant to live.
Forgiveness does not
condone the other person’s
behaviour! Forgiving
someone doesn’t mean
what they did was okay,
because it wasn’t! Forgiving
is not about them, it is
about you letting go of the
hurt, the anger, the past.

currently holds meetings in
3 separate locations, so it
was convenient for me to
choose a day that worked
for me.

I am Free To Dance

When was the last time you
danced? I mean all by
yourself, twirling around in
your kitchen (where no one
can watch you). I used to do
it all the time. It was my
way of expressing joy. But
lately I found I didn’t feel
like dancing anymore.
Something was missing.
Then a friend invited me to
go to an Overcomers
meeting in Brantford. She
told me it was a 12 step
program for those dealing
with life controlling
problems. I didn’t think I
had any life controlling
problems, but figured why
not, so I agreed to go. Well I
learned a lot about myself
and why I no longer felt

that joy where I felt like
dancing. Suddenly, after all
these years it became clear
to me that I had some
sadness in my life that was
affecting me. Thanks to the
program, I was able to find
the root of my sadness and
bring it out into the open
where I could deal with it.
But first I had to learn
where this sadness was
coming from and why I was
holding on to it all these
years later. I had been hurt
long ago, and I was still
angry inside. But I never
expressed that anger
appropriately, so it caused
me to be sad.
But the good news is, I
learned that it starts with a
hurt that turns into anger, it
ends with forgiveness. Yes
that’s right, FORGIVENESS.
“But how can I forgive
someone who has hurt me?
The last thing I feel like
doing is forgiving!” But I
was told that, forgiving is

Has anyone ever told you
“just forgive and forget?”
Good luck with that! I don’t
know about you but I still
remember that mean girl in
grade 8 who said hurtful
things about me. Some
hurts are hard to forget. But
forgiving is a process and I
chose to work through it.
I am happy to say, I have
been able to forgive those
who hurt me and overcome
my past. And it’s all because
of this Overcomers
program. Overcomers is
new to Brantford and

The program consists of
weekly meetings that
include video teachings and
group discussion. It is a
Bible based program where
we examine who we are,
how we got where we are
today and, where we are
headed in the future. I
found help to understand
how my hurts had seeped
into other areas of my life. I
also learned how to forgive
and move on.
As part of the program, I
used a workbook with daily
lessons that I could
complete in the privacy of
my own home. At the
meetings I found support
from others and discovered
we all have hurts in our
lives. I believe whole
heartedly in this program
and now I have been trained
to facilitate the program

twice a week because,
there are a lot of hurting
people out there and I
know Overcomers offers
hope for a better life. “The
way you handle the hurts of
your past will determine
your future”. This is the
basis of the Overcomers
recovery support program.
I found it to be true! I am
free to dance once again. I
have found my joy again!
We want to expand the
program into other
churches and locations
here in Brantford, because
the program works!
For more information
about Overcomer meetings
in Brantford, call 519-7597990, visit their Facebook
page at OVERCOMERS
RECOVERY SUPPORT
CANADA or send us an
email at
overcomers.brantford@gm
ail.com. You can also visit
their website at
www.recoverysupport.org.

Even more online at BScene.ca
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“We really like your baby.”
when this happened… but it
impacted him greatly. He
became a follower of Jesus,
AFTER Jesus was with us on
the earth. Dr. Luke was
travelling around with other
followers, physically caring
for those who were sharing
the good news and in the
marketplace. Linus and Luke
said this:

“We really like your baby.”
This has become a classic line
in Freedom House’s ‘The
Living Nativity’ that annually
fills Harmony Square with
Christmas revellers. It’s a
funny, off the cuff, line
delivered by Freedom House
Pastor Brian Beattie who
(dressed as a shepherd) has
come to see the newly born
Christ child… in Harmony
Square of course.

Freedom House presents 'The Living Nativity.' Photo: Ida
Adamowicz

The line has it’s roots in the
origins of The Living Nativity
itself. When Beattie was
proposing that this show be
done in Harmony Square, he
was asked by Parks and Rec’s
Lori Dawn Cavin, “What’s the
Living Nativity?” Beattie
replied, “Well it’s the
traditional Christmas story.
Mary and Joseph ride a
donkey and have a baby.
Then Shepherds come and

But it’s a powerful thought
when you think about it’s
historical, demographic and
current-cultural context.
The singing and dancing
shepherds (of which I am one)
provide the comic relief in
The Living Nativity. Over the
years we starting writing an
annual pop-culture feature
into their tomfoolery. The
shepherds have danced to
Gangdam Style, Thriller,

say, ‘We really like your baby’
then we sing some songs and
go home.” It became such an
endearing exchange between
the two that often they still
sign emails between one
another, “WRLYB” for “We
really like your baby.” And
the line is still used in our
play today.

What Does the Fox Say and
who could forget last year’s
Do You Want to Build a
Snowman. You’ll have to
come and see the show for
yourself to find out what
we’re going to spring on the
crowd this year. Historically
however, shepherds… were
shepherds. Go figure right?
They were just common folks
who watched the sheep.
Then something amazing
happened. Heaven and Earth
collided and heaven couldn’t
keep quiet about it.
Remember when Charlie
Brown was struggling to find
out what Christmas was all
about? Well his little buddy
Linus remembered. Linus
quoted a Doctor named Luke.
Luke wasn’t actually there

Freedom House presents 'The Living Nativity' at Harmony Square. Photos: Ida Adamowicz

“And there were in the same
country shepherds, abiding in
the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. And, lo,
the angel of the Lord came
upon them, and the glory of
the Lord shone round about
them! And they were sore
afraid. And the angel said
unto them, ‘Fear not! For,
behold, I bring you tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all
my people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is
Christ, the Lord. And this
shall be a sign unto you: Ye
shall find the babe wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lying in
a manger.’ And suddenly,
there was with the angel a
multitude of the Heavenly
Host praising God, and
saying, ‘Glory to God in the
Highest, and on Earth peace,
and goodwill toward men.’”
You can just hear Linus saying
that can’t you? And he added
in his drop-the-mic moment,

“That’s what Christmas is
about.” The shepherds ran to
see the collision of heaven
and earth. I’m sure they
weren’t very eloquent. They
were just ordinary folks like
you and me. There’s no
record what the shepherds
said when they arrived, but
“We really like your baby” is
as good a guess as anything
else.
Heaven and Earth collided to
make a way for us, still today
in Brantford to find peace,
love, hope and freedom. Let
heaven and nature sing. Let’s
do it together again as a
community.
The 6th annual Living
Nativity runs from
December 11-13. We
estimate about 12,000 people
have come to Harmony
Square to see this show
during it’s run. There are 2
shows nightly, at 7pm and
8pm. There is Christmas
caroling and free hot
chocolate before the show
starts too so come early to
get a good spot. Freedom
House also welcomes you to
share a family Christmas Eve
service with us called “One
Light” at 6pm. Find us
online at
www.freedomhouse.ca
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Brantford Christmas Baskets Volunteers Gearing up for D-Day
Bank.

Brantford Mayor Chris Friel
says Brantford is no longer a
poor community. He
pointed out the latest
census indicates there are
an overwhelming number of
Brantford residents who are
now considered part of the
middle class. Despite that
status he admits, “We’re a
well off community with
people in need.” Friel made
the remarks at the kick off
for the annual Brantford
Christmas Baskets program
which has actually run for
61 years. It began as a
number of church run
efforts, which then
morphed into a single
program headed by
Reverend Calvin Diegel.
Eventually, Christmas
Baskets was taken over by
the Community Resource
and Employment Service,
better known as the folks
who run the Brantford Food

Cindy Oliver is the Christmas
Baskets Coordinator. Photo:
Yvonne Van De Wiele-Cooper

Last year just over 2,200 in
Brantford, Brant County
and Six Nations registered
to receive Christmas
baskets. Despite signs of an
improved standard of living
for some in the community,
those numbers were
expected to be about the
same for this year. CRES
Executive Director Heather
Vanner says every family
that registers for the food
basket and toy program
tugs at her heart strings. “I
imagine getting to that
point as mom, as someone
with kids or even just
someone living on their
own and you get to where
you think I need to go and
ask for help. I don’t have
anything for my family. I
don’t have anything for my
children.” Vanner says she
often thinks about what a
humbling experience it
must be, especially for
families that have come in
for the very first time.
It was a struggle once again
to find a location to set up
the operation, but as they
did last year, Hensen
Holdings allowed Christmas
Baskets use of their ITML
building on Plant Farm
Road. Meantime, Fleetway
Transport which leases a
portion of the building
graciously relocated to
another section of the
facility so Christmas
Baskets could use the
space. Finding a location to
house the program is a
concern every year and
MPP Dave Levac and others
have been working toward
helping find a permanent
spot for community
organizations that need to
utilize large empty spaces
on a regular basis. Vanner
says they are encouraging
the community to think
about this need and they’d
like to hear from anyone
with a large space that
could be used for such a
purpose. “For us we know
that Christmas Baskets
needs 10 to 15- thousand
square feet every year to be
able to operate,” she says.
She also points to the
annual United Way
warehouse sale and the

CRES Executive Director Heather Vanner, Brantford Mayor Chris Friel and MPP Dave
Levac. Photo: Yvonne Van De Wiele-Cooper

Brantford Symphony
Orchestra book sale as just
a few local organizations
that scramble to find large,
open spaces on a regular
basis.
It takes a small army of
volunteers to run Christmas
Baskets and many come
back year after year.
Volunteer Gil Kelloway is in
his eleventh year. He helps
set up and weigh the food
and organizes and stacks
the skids. Barb Egerland, Ari
Vanderstelt and Gary
Kitchen are also regular
fixtures, who work the two
months leading up to
Christmas every year.
Cindy Oliver who heads up
the program says she

couldn’t do it without the
help of a core group of 45 to
50 volunteers. They include
folks who look after new
and used toys, as well as the
knitting and books. They
also work as “mother’s
helpers” who help clients
pick out toys for their
children. It all leads up to
the so called “D-day” when
the baskets are delivered
with help from members of
the public who line up their
vehicles to be loaded before
heading off to drop off the
food and toys. The
Brantford Fire Department
and Home Depot also drop
by each year to lend extra
hands and help ensure the
day goes smoothly. This
year D-day is December

22nd.
Cash donations are greatly
needed to make it all
happen. The food budget
for the Christmas Baskets
program alone is around
$50,000.
Registrations run till
December 11th and
donations of food, cash and
toys, as well as articles for
hard to buy for teens can
be made until December
16th. To make a donation
or to register for the
program, call 519-751-0000
or do so online at
crshelp.ca/foodbank/christm
as-baskets/ .

Volunteers (from left to right): Barb Egerland, Gil Kelloway, Ari Vanderstelt and Gary
Kitchen. Photo: Yvonne Van De Wiele-Cooper

Even more online at BScene.ca

6 December 2015

Winter is Here - Are Your Tires Ready?
Winter driving requires
winter tires; it’s as simple as
that. Once the temperature
drops to 7 degrees Celsius
or 45 degrees Fahrenheit
your all season tires will
basically turn into hockey
pucks. Winter tires are
engineered to stay soft in
the cold weather giving
increased braking and
control on the roads. All
season tires however work
best above that 7 degree
limit. Snow tires are
different as well. Some
people might think that
snow tires would work best
during the winter months,
but actually snow tires are
only best for snow only.
Winter tires on the other
hand will work best for
slush, snow, ice, and black
ice conditions.
An additional way to stay
safe is to equip your vehicle
with a TPMS or Tire
Pressure Monitoring

Sensor. When set to your
vehicle’s specifications,
these monitors will help to
ensure your tires have the
proper air pressure. Winter
tires that are filled with
nitrogen are also beneficial
as they are not affected by
temperature variances and
TPMS sensors don’t get
contaminated.

equipped with winter tires
from December through
March. It is good to note
that vehicles must be
equipped with four winter
tires and not just two, as
per Transport Canada’s
regulations. Having only
two winter tires creates
dangerous handling and
control problems.

Another great reason why
you should change your
tires during the winter is
that insurance companies
are now giving 5% premium
reductions for vehicles
equipped with winter tires.
Tire manufactures also
offer cash rebates on the
purchase of four winter
tires.

For all your tire and
wheel needs contact
Dwight or Keith at OK Tire
& Auto, located at 28
Dalhousie Street in
Downtown Brantford. Our
hours are Monday
through Thursday from
8am until 5pm, and Friday
and Saturday from 8am
until 1pm. Appointments
are preferred. You can
reach us by phone at 519759-2919 or by email at
okbrant@allstream.net
and visit us online at
www.oktire.ca.

The benefits have shown
that having winter tires
reduces accidents and
death. Even the Province of
Quebec has passed a law
requiring all vehicles to be

How To Have A Safe And Secure Holiday
It’s easy to get caught up in
the rush and excitement of
the holidays. Although
there are some things to
keep in mind especially
during the festive season.
Be sure to keep your home
and loved ones safe with
these safety tips…
1. Don’t broadcast your
vacation plans
We all love to post the new
and wonderful things that
are happening in our lives.
However, social media is
not the place to showcase
all of your travel plans,
especially the dates you are
not home. Even photos
taken abroad can be date
and location stamped,
allowing would be criminals
to easily confirm you aren’t
home. It’s important to
remember that it’s not just
your “friends” that have
access to your comments
and photos.
2. Secure your property
Have an alarm system!
Your home and your new
gifts need to be protected
when you are out for
dinner visiting relatives.

3. Notify a neighbour

5. Home decorations

Let your neighbors know
you are out of town. Be
sure to cancel the
newspaper or have a
neighbour bring in your
mail and papers. Piled up
newspapers can be an
invitation to criminals.

After you are done
decorating the outside of
your home, be sure to put
away the ladder. Leaving a
ladder accessible only
allows another point of
entry.

4. Secure your automobile
Aside from car break-ins,
there are other intrusion
points criminals will take
advantage of.
Your garage door opener is
a free pass to your home
for most thieves. Hide your
garage door opener out of
site rather than attached to
the sun visor. The theft of
garage door openers is on
the rise.
Another item you may leave
in your car is a GPS unit.
Most of us have
programmed our HOME
location in these units,
which is another invitation
for criminals to find the way
to your home and use your
garage door opener to get
in. It’s best practice to
remove your home address
from these units.

When decorating the inside
of your home, be sure to
use one extension cord per
device and don’t overload
your receptacles. Keep
your gifts and tree away
from candles and the
fireplace. Most
importantly, be sure you
have a Smoke Detector on
every level of your home
and a Carbon Monoxide
Detector in the bedroom
hallway.
Millennium’s home and
business systems are
integrated with “monitored”
Smoke and Carbon
Monoxide Detectors. Our
operators will dispatch the
Fire Department even when
you’re not home, rather
than a basic detector that
only beeps locally if danger
is detected. The measure
of a system is the type of
response it gives!

I’d like to wish you and your
families a safe and happy
holiday!
Millennium is locally
owned and operated in
downtown Brantford.
Our mission is to offer
the best service with
quality product by
following up by following
through.

For more information
about our FREE Smart
Home systems, please
contact us at
services@millenniumsecu
rity.ca or 519.754.1756
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Celebrate Italian Canadian Heritage at the The Rossini Lodge

The Rossini Lodge is located
at 140 Grey Street and has
been in continuous
operation since 1958.
Purchased by a group of
Italian Canadians that
donated their personal
funds to open the nonprofit
hall and preserve and
promote their Italian
heritage.
Their board of directors
currently has 14 members.
The Rossini Lodge is part of

the Sons of Italy Canada and
the hall is owned by its
membership of
approximately 125. Members
can enjoy an on location
social club that is open
seven days a week, where
they can play cards, chat
with other members and
enjoy a cold or warm
beverage. The hall holds
regular spaghetti nights and
hosts the Italian Village
during the annual Brantford
International Villages
Festival. They have recently
partnered with Mercasa to
offer full service in-house
catering for events such as:
weddings, birthday parties,
baptisms and first
communions, corporate
events, and its own events
that Mercasa and the hall
will host such as their
successful Thanksgiving
Family Feast held in October
and the upcoming gala,
“New Year's Eve, A Night in
Venice.”

To become a voting member
of Rossini lodge you need to
be of a minimum of 50%
Italian descent; married to
an Italian, and a member of
the community in good
standing. To become a social
member you only need to be
of 19 years of age. All
members have the same
basic privileges, the
difference being whether
you are eligible to hold a
position on the executive
committee. The lodge
welcomes you to visit them
during one of their many
events held throughout year
and learn more about the
club. Make sure to Be Seen
enjoying Brantford's Italian
heritage.
For more information you
can find the club online at
www.rossinilodge.com,
contact them for events at
(226) 227-5821 or
www.mercasa.ca or visit the
club during one of its
events.

No Bow BIG Enough
on ourselves. We often
forget to make time for
the most important thing:
TIME. Being present is the
best gift of all.

‘Tis the Season for
Holiday lists! There are
to-do lists, decorating
lists, shopping lists, wish
lists, lists of new years’
resolutions, and so on and
so forth. In the cheerful
(yet sometimes
overwhelming) chaos of
the Holiday season many
of us get carried away
with “the most wonderful
time of the year” and the
high expectation we put

Big Brothers Big Sisters
offers various mentoring
programs that all share
the same goal: giving our
children the opportunity
to experience a future
where anything is
possible. We do that
through our amazing
volunteers and the time
they give to local girls and
boys. Our “Littles” get the
gift of trying new things,
growing their confidence,
and having a friend they
can talk to and share the
experience of growing up
with. Being a “Big” doesn’t
cost a thing, but the
contribution is priceless.
Again, I think many of us
put too high an
expectation on ourselves,
when just being there is
what matters most. Think

about it this way, what’s
more valuable; a plate of
perfectly frosted
Christmas cookies, or the
hour you spent in the
kitchen talking, laughing,
and making a mess – even
if the cookies end-up
burnt? Friendship isn’t a
big thing, its a million
little things.
There is another list I
didn’t mention earlier: it’s
a list of over 60 local
children waiting to be
matched to a “Big”
Brother or Sister. As you
envision the perfect
season of giving, take the
time to ask yourself if you
have a little extra time to
give. Visit
www.bigdifference.ca to
learn the value of one
hour a week, and how that
gift can keep giving back
to our community.

Even more online at BScene.ca
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Make Your Holiday Season a Fire Safe One
outdoor sets are not
suitable for indoor use as
the bulbs give off too much
heat. Do not overload
electrical outlets and avoid
running extension cords
under carpets or rugs.

The holiday season is once
again fast approaching and
as people’s minds shift
towards thoughts of gifts
and celebrations, the
Brantford Fire Department
would like everyone to take
the time to make sure that
this season is a fire safe one.
Before stringing up your
decorative lighting, check to
see that each set is CSA
certified. Inspect the light
strings and discard any with
broken or exposed wires.
Make sure that you are
using the proper light string
for the environment –
indoor light strings should
not be used outside because
they may lack weather proof
connections and some

If your holiday celebration
involves a Christmas tree
and you choose to use a live
one, get a tree that has been
freshly cut because it will
stay green longer and be
less of a fire hazard. We
cannot over emphasize just
how dangerous a dry
Christmas tree can be.
Ensure that the tree is not
placed near heat sources
such as heaters or
fireplaces; they should also
be located so that they do
not block doorways or
access to exits. Use a tree
stand that has a large water
reservoir and make sure
that it is topped up
regularly. Did we mention
how dangerous a dry
Christmas tree is?
If you are using candles,
please be sure to “candle
with care”. Candles, no
matter how beautiful are
still fire and should be

treated with respect. All
candles should be placed on
a safe, heat resistant
surface; away from
combustible materials.
Keep candles away from
small children and pets.
Make sure to read and
follow any instructions
before lighting and never
leave a burning candle
unattended.
A little bit of preparation
and care now could quite
possibly prevent an
emergency for you and your
family later. No matter
what you are celebrating
this holiday season, the
Brantford Fire Department
hopes that it is a safe one;
and remember if you are
struggling with gift ideas –
smoke alarms and carbon
monoxide alarms make the
perfect present.
Happy holidays from our
family at the Brantford Fire
Department to yours.
Dwayne Armstrong
Chief Fire Prevention
Officer
Brantford Fire Department

The Mobile Crisis Rapid Response Team

In September 2015, St.
Leonard’s Community
Services, in partnership
with Brantford Police
Services and the Brant
Community Healthcare
System, started a new
initiative that pairs a
Brantford Police Officer
with a St. Leonard’s
Mental Health worker.
Funded by the Local
Health Integrated
Network (LHIN), the
program is called the
Mobile Crisis Rapid
Response Team, or
MCRRT. The team

responds to 911 calls
identified to be persons in
crisis. The program’s aim
is to assist police services
in responding to mental
health related situations,
reduce the number of
hours police and
community members wait
in the emergency
department, reduce the
stigma and
criminalization of mental
health and increase the
connectivity between
persons in crisis and
community resources and
services.
MCRRT attends the site of
the occurrence with a
view to stabilize the crisis
by assessing the risk to
the safety of self and
others, and prevent future
incidents by providing
clients with necessary
knowledge and skills.
Police can apprehend

under the Mental Health
Act if there is concern for
the safety of the
individual or others, and
the officer and mental
health worker accompany
the individual to the
hospital. Additional
options for intervention
could include on-site
safety planning, referral
for counselling or follow
up appointments for
ongoing stabilization
and/or support.
For more information
about programs and
services available at St.
Leonard’s Community
Services, please call 519759-8830 or visit our
website at www.stleonards.com
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Nova Vita: Helping Over the Holidays
But at Christmas, the
children have another
concern weighing on their
minds – “how will Santa find
me at the shelter”?

The holidays can be a
difficult time for many
families in our community.
For the abused and homeless
women and children living in
our shelter this is especially
true. Imagine spending your
holidays away from your
home as a child. It’s hard to
make sense of having to live
in a shelter and leaving
behind everything you know.

November 6 – What an
amazing day. People from
Brantford, Brant County, Six
Nations and New Credit
spread out across our
communities on November 6
celebrating Kindness though
random acts for friends,
neighbours, colleagues at

At Nova Vita Domestic
Violence Prevention
Services, we strive to make
the holidays a little brighter
for our residents. We act as
Santa’s helpers to make sure
the children are not
forgotten. Santa has a
workshop at Nova Vita where
our busy elves sort and wrap
toys around the clock to
make sure each child has
something under the tree for
Christmas. This is not
possible without the
continued support and
generosity of our wonderful
community. At the time of
writing this article, we have
25 children living in the
shelter, which means we will
all have to pull together to
give them a wonderful
Christmas.

work or school and even
strangers. We heard stories
of these acts via Facebook,
Twitter, telephone and word
of mouth. All of the stories
are awe-inspiring and prove
that kindness is contagious.
At Braemar House School,
dignitaries gathered for the
kick-off to Random Act of
Kindness Day. Our very own
kindness superhero, Captain
Kindness, welcomed students,
parents, teachers, RAK Day
sponsors, and kindness
volunteers who would shortly
head out doing random acts
of kindness for the
unsuspecting. Here are some
stories about how kindness
brightened the day for so
many.
Two years ago, Kindness

If you would like to help, the
following are some gift
suggestions for the children
at Nova Vita: board games,
video games, action figures,
lego, barbies, dolls, slippers
and pajamas, dvd’s for
children and teenagers,
crafts, jewellery making kits,
and infant and toddler toys.
For teenagers: cosmetics,
books, and gift certificates
(music stores, clothing
stores, cinemas, and sporting
stores). Please note that all
Christmas gifts must be new
and unwrapped.
Donations can be delivered
to Nova Vita at 59 North
Park Street between 9:00am
to 4:30pm Monday to Friday
and no later than December
18th. For more information,
please call 519-752-1005 ext.
228.

teams visited several
Brantwood Group Homes to
visit the residents and staff.
They brought some little gifts
for the clients to enjoy but
mainly they just spent some
time with them and thanked
them for being part of our
community. Those visited
were so touched that last year
and this, they “paid it
forward”, with visits to their
neighbours with goodies they
selected.
Sweet Bakery donated 12
dozen of their signature
whipped shortbreads to the
kindness crews for
distribution proving that
kindness can indeed be
sweet. One kindness crew
from the RBC Royal Bank
visited the residents of St.

Joseph’s Lifecare Centre and
enjoyed a coffee break while
they shared these delicious
cookies and great
conversation.
Brantford Police and Brant
OPP officers handed out $2
Tim Horton gift cards that
were generously donated by
Tim Hortons West and
Dundas. What a pleasant
way to have contact with of
our police services who
protect us and keep us safe.
Six Nations Kindness Crews
spread kindness throughout
their community by visiting
various emergency services
and the Elders Lodge.
Our largest crew came from
Royal LePage Realty / Brant
Mutual Insurance. New to
our kindness initiative this
year, they easily gathered 12
kind people to take part.

They enthusiastically spread
kindness by helping bag
groceries and carrying the
parcels to cars, raking leaves
and of course the biggest
“perk” of all, purchasing
coffee for line-ups of drivethru customers.
The stories tell it all.
Kindness makes a difference.
Random Act of Kindness Day
celebrates kindness but
kindness is a 24/7/365
undertaking. Keep the
kindness happening and let’s
start thinking about how we
will celebrate Random Act of
Kindness Day next year.
For more information or to
get involved, contact the
Brant Community Foundation
at 519-756-2499 or
info@brantcommunityfoundat
ion.ca.
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LOL Luvern on Laughs
social media. Google
'Melanie Crawford
comedian' and you'll see
three pages of results. As a
comedy producer, Melanie
intentionally structures her
comedy shows by reaching
her audience through live
interaction. Her production
name is 'Relentless and
Company', and the company
means you!
This month I've highlighted
two extraordinary and
courageous women; Melanie
Crawford and Destiny
Shackleton.

Every other Wednesday Ms.
Crawford carefully executes
her interactive comedy
show at The Starving Artist
Cafe in Brantford. The cafe

the Best Western Plus is sold
out. Melanie performed for
one hour in Stratford
recently, and booked two
new comedy shows as a
result, rapidly proving she's
a force in this industry. She
actually reminds me of a
parade. Her shows begin
with anticipation, followed
by a steady ride of jokes and
laughs, then finishing with
applause, laughter and
crowds wanting more.
If you want to follow along
with her incredible journey,
please join her FaceBook
group “Relentless and
Company” for updates about
exciting new shows. She is a
fully committed
motivational comedy
specialist and the tattoo on
her arm says it all.
“Relentless”.

DESTINY SHACKLETON

MELANIE CRAWFORD
Years ago, Melanie wowed
the stages of Yuk Yuk's and
quickly rose to celebrity
status. She's a natural born
public speaker engaging her
audiences with ease and
purpose. In 1997, a brain
injury literally stopped her
rising career, but it did not
stop her relentless drive.
She returned to the stage in
2007 as a Motivational
Communications Facilitator
and reunited with the
comedy scene in March 2015
gaining momentum like a
freight train! She's linked
together her two strongest
assets; superior motivational
speaking, and her unique
brand of humour. Blazing a
trail calling herself a
'Motivational Comedy
Specialist', she's created a
new style of comedy. Her
performances are sought
after, and capturing world
wide publicity through

needs more space when
Melanie's on stage because
of her quickly growing fan
base. First, our awesome
Melanie learns about her
audience. She brings her
infectious confidence,
positive attitude, key
listening skills, and her
expertise in public speaking,
to gather information. Then
she arranges her show
catering to each person
ensuring an enjoyable
experience. That is her
exact goal. She's uniquely
skilled at determining what
her audience wants, and
successfully delivers it.
Whether she has 1,100
people in attendance, or
fifteen, Melanie captures the
essence of every venue.
With her motivational
comedy style, she hopes
each person is enlightened
through her performance.
Her December 3rd show at

“I wanted to hide in the
background” she
commented. Three years
ago Destiny didn't feel like
part of the community. Her
previous motivational website “Inspiration From The
Chair”, landed her as guest
speaker for “International
Woman's Day” in Saskatoon
two years ago. Reflecting
upon her experience there,
she told me she “felt fake”
and wasn't truly living by her
own standards. Afterwards,
Ms. Shackleton switched
direction and decided to
encourage her funny friend
Mike Egan to try stand-up
comedy. She hoped to
remain hidden in the
background, however
Destiny's life was renewed
tremendously instead. She
listened to terrific
comedians and noticed they
highlighted their flaws on
stage. This went against her
upbringing to 'hide your
flaws' but she found their
performances so freeing and
positive, they inspired her to
produce comedy shows!
“I want to help people
succeed” she said, and in
May of 2014, Up With Downs
Productions launched.

happily engaged in the
community everywhere she
rolls. An incredible journey
of a woman who found her
true self, through comedy.
Perfect.
FREE SHOWS

Since then, Destiny and
Mike produce successful
comedy shows in Brantford.
The Rose & Thistle took a
chance, and booked their
first comedy show. Next to
sign the roster was Manny's
Place, then Therapy Lounge.
Mike provides the footwork
to secure the venues, while
Destiny organizes and
promotes shows from home;
connecting her with an
abundance of supportive
people. Nowadays, Destiny
feels special and knows she's
an authentic and important
part of this community.
With no desire to hide, she's
actively booking shows, and

Here's exciting news!
Comedy at The Coffee
Station House changed to
open mic. Special guest
hosts will keep the show
moving, and if you're up last,
you'll be considered the
headliner! LOL For all of
you who've wanted to try
your talent, or revisit the
stage, head over Thursday
nights at 9:30pm. Show up,
and go up. It's a great
opportunity for pro
comedians to test new
material too. Check off your
bucket-list before 2016 and
get up there! LOL Don't
forget Tuesdays, Comedy
Car Crash at Club NV
beginning at 8:30pm, and
Wednesday nights at The
Starving Artist Cafe starting
at 8:30pm. Merry
Christmas and happy
holidays everyone. See you
next year! LOL
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BAdvised Taryn Crieghton

Harry Bazoian

www.tiptophealthshoppe.com

www.BrantfordBroker.com

Tip Top Health Shoppe
164 Colborne Street W
519.759.3304

Keep Happy & Healthy this Holiday Season!
The holidays can be a stressful time of year,
especially for those who have lost loved ones. Tip
Top Health Shoppe has everything you need to stay
relaxed and happy, and something for everyone’s
budget.
Presenting our first Healing Spiritual Spa Weekend
at The Butter Barn B & B in Waterford! A perfect gift
to yourself or a friend/partner to relax and heal
over 1-3 days to escape the rush of the holiday
season! 3 days of relaxing spa services, healing
readings & energy sessions, dry & live blood
analysis, meditation, drum circle, meals,
accomodations, & free wi-fi. Many unique gift ideas
such as orgonite pyramids, crystal jewelry, beaded
feathers, art glass balls, tapestries and more will
also be available to purchase._1 or 2 night packages
starting at $275. We can accommodate 6-10
people for this retreat. Go to
tiptophealthshoppe.com to learn more.
Salt Cave Special 4 sessions for $100 (save $80!), gift
certificates only until Dec 31st. Deeply relaxing, you
are flooded with negative ions, neutralizing EMF
waves, cleansing lungs, sinuses, detoxifying through
the skin. Great gift for those hard to buy for people
who have everything!
Himalayan Crystal Salt Lamps $9.99 and up! All of
the above benefits on a lesser scale. Beautiful &
functional! Lots in stock. You may also book a
relaxing Reiki, Reconnective Healing or Integrative
Energy Therapy session with Wendy, or a Healing
with the Drum, Crystal Energy Healing, Aura/Chakra

Balancing, Energetic Cord Cutting or Intuitive
Healing/Reading with Cathy “Starfire Woman” for
$75 in the Crystal Salt Cave. Add a salt treatment
for just $20, a $25 savings!
Crystals! Starting at just $1 we have a large
selection of healing crystals and crystal jewelry, and
pretty organza bags to give them in! Some healing,
grounding & protective stone suggestions are
shungite, clear & rose quartz, goldstone,
tourmaline, obsidian, carnelian, more! We also
have purifying beeswax tealight candles for just
$1.29.
Essential Oils! We have DoTerra 100% Pure oils you
can buy by the drop, 14 cents & up. For instance
Lavender, Serenity, Balance, Elation, In Tune all are
calming, uplifting, focusing blends. We can custom
make you one too. Veeva also makes 3 rollerball
blends for stress, anxiety and sleep, just $14.99. We
will also have scented Himalayan bath salts giving
you the benefits of both the oils & the salt.
Some more unique and soothing gift ideas include
Kitras Art Glass stunning hand-blown glass globes
2” and 6”, $22-$45. Delightful inside and outside!
Beautiful hand woven tapestries from India
featuring the Tree of Life, lucky elephant, sacred
geometry patterns, $49.99. Can’t decide? Purchase
a gift certificate for $25, $50 or $100 and let your
recipient choose their own gift. Tip Top Health
Shoppe has everything you need to have a
beautiful, relaxing stress-free holiday season!

Tammy Hunt-Eechaute
The Closet Door
111 Sherwood Dr
519‐771‐8954
www.facebook.com/TammyJeanene

Hints for the Holidays!
Dress WELL, SPEND less. Dress in your
Celebrity Style for a portion of the cost.
The Closet Door has dresses $14-$20 that are
regular priced up to $120 in retail stores. Bells
of holly with accessories for $5-$10 that
compliment your festive styles! You can use a
shrug, suit jacket,brooch, bangles, rings or
necklaces!Create your own expression this
holiday season with making your own
Traditional "Ugly Christmas Sweater", with
simple bling and jingle from the dollar stores.
The Closet Door held its first annual "Ugly
Sweater Workshop", where 14 people came
together to create there own by their design! It
was a great kick off to Christmas!
BUNDLE UP! Sweater Weather will be around
for this season, as well as layer look and
scarves!,...and Leg warmers ARE BACK AGAIN!
Make sure to read your care instructions on
your sweaters to give them longevity through
the season and as well as mitts so they
continue to fit!!!
It's a great investment to purchase a winter
coat that covers past your waste if your
walking, Shovelling or creating snow
angels,..or belt length coats for travelling. Our
Winter Coats range from $14-$25!
Keep warm, stay warm,...cause baby it's Cold
outside!

HO HO HOLD THE DATES
SNOWBALL DRAW- Through Dec 1-15th write
your name on a Snowball to WIN a stocking of
gift cards and joy! $5 to enter this draw!
WRAP IT UP PROMO- OUR Holiday
favourite!Dec 1-15th Receive a "roll of
wrapping paper when you make a $30
purchase!

RE/MAX Twin City
Direct: 519.758.6801
Office: 519.756.8111

A Real Estate Christmas Story
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, Seasons
Greetings…………. These are the things we hear all the
time right around now, year after year. Well, this is
what I hear just as much in the real estate world right
around now every year “I am going to list my house
for sale, but I’m going to wait until spring” This one
has always baffled me and I will tell you why, but first
I really have to wonder how this notion ever got
started. Do people not realize that houses sell 12
months of the year, all 365 days a year to be more
specific? I actually had a woman call me once on
Christmas Day! I’m not talking about a client that I
knew, I’m talking about a woman that I had never
met, she just seen me in a newspaper and called me
on Christmas Day around 1pm in the afternoon, she
didn’t even wait until the evening time when it was
almost over! I actually thought it was a friend of mine
pranking me on Christmas Day as she had an accent.
When I finally realized that she was legitimate, I told
her that nobody would want their house being shown
on Christmas Day and she replied that the house was
vacant. I went into my office room and pulled up the
home online and she was right, it was vacant. Then I
told her I’d have to reach the listing agent for the lock
box code and that I didn’t know him or have his

Here is what I always tell people when they want to
wait until spring and it’s simple and obviously
overlooked. When you list your house for sale, would
you like to have 15 or 20 homes in direct competition
with yours or would you like to have 3 or 4 homes in
direct competition with yours? It’s simple supply and
demand! When there are less houses on the market,
which there are from now until spring guess what,
yours is more in demand and we all know what
happens when something is in demand…….. it’s sells
faster and for MORE MONEY! Secondly, would you
like to know which is the biggest month of the entire
year that people search for homes……….. January!!!
That’s right January. Who knew? So if houses sell 365
days a year, your competition is much much less
from December until spring and January is the most
searched month….. What Are You Waiting For?!
Call me today and lets get yours SOLD!

Chris Schmidt

The Colour Shoppe Inc.
41 Morton Avenue East
519.753.3406
www.colourshoppeinc.com

BUYING LOCAL: What does that really mean?
We hear the phrase “buy local” often, yet do
we ever really think about what it means?
Buying local is so much more than shopping
at a local business, it is about keeping jobs in
our communities, providing for our youth
(the next generation), supporting the elderly
(the generation that provided for us), and
living a healthier lifestyle while building a
strong, vibrant, community.

First, let’s look at the definition of buying
local. It is buying products and/or services
from a business in your area that is owned
by a member of the community who has
decision making control over the business
It's going to be a "TIDINGS OF JOY" Christmas
and business operations. These businesses
when you walk through The Closet Door!
are owned and/or managed by people who
live and work in our community, raising their
Keep in touch with Daily Deals online on our
families and investing in Brantford and
Facebook Page..."The Closet Door"
Brant County’s future. They support our
Our Location is at 111 Sherwood Drive
churches, schools, organizations, and
Portion of proceeds to our local Cancer Care
and gifting patients monthly. Donations can be increase our quality of life; thus improving
the health of our community overall.
made with in style clothing Teen and UP and
accessories during hours of operation!
Quite often, we equate buying local with
paying higher prices. In some instances that
may be the case but not always. If we
change our attitude to think about the
SPIN TO WIN PROMO- Dec 15-22 spin to win
discounts, prizes and gift cards with any
purchase!

mobile number as he was agent from Burlington and
that there was a really good chance he would not
respond to me on Christmas Day. Well, finally around
6pm he did call me, I got the lock box code from him
and met her at the house at 7pm. We walked out of
my office with an offer dated December 25! So yes,
houses DO sell 365 days a year!

bigger picture and the impact that we all
have as consumers, shopping local can
increase variety, create more competition
and over time stimulate a more diverse
marketplace.
We, at The Colour Shoppe, are an
independent store that is locally owned and
operated and have been so for 40 years. We
strive to provide expert advice, products of
superior quality, and unrivaled services that
larger, box stores or franchise stores cannot
provide. Our prices are competitive if not
better. We work hard to support our
economy by carrying many products from
Canadian companies. Come in and talk to us
to see the difference shopping locally can
make. Running to a store that has
“everything under one roof” can often hurt
you more than it can help you. Shopping at
locally-owned businesses in your community
helps to circulate and keep more dollars
locally. Let’s work at supporting and
strengthening our own
community…Brantford and Brant County.

Even more online at BScene.ca
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"On the grow" with BrantFro
BrantFro is visiting BRANTastic Businesses, with photography by Luvern Mornin.

Jo-Jo's Chic-n-Wings, located at 20 King George Road, is a
great place to enjoy a family meal. I talked with owner Jo
to learn more about it.
B: When did you open?
Jo: We opened in December of 2012, so our 3rd anniversary is
fast approaching. Three years of our lives have flown by. In this
time, we have also opened two other locations in Hamilton
and Cambridge, both are called Jo Jo 's On the Go, and are
take-out only. If you mention you’ve read this article in the
BScene when you order instore or by phone, you’ll receive a
customer appreciation card as part of our celebration.
B: How did you get into the restaurant business?
Jo: I had worked in several fast food restaurants in my late
teens, but my husband Brian had no restaurant experience at
all. We did however, always want to have a restaurant of our
own. We had grown so tired of eating at chain restaurants and

we always left disappointed.
It just wasn't as good as a
real home-cooked meal. We
told ourselves there must be
other people who felt the
same way, people that
would love to go out for a
delicious home cooked
meal. We all enjoy a break
from cooking, and in some
cases our lives are so busy,
we just don't have time or
are just too tired to cook. In
April of 2012 our eldest
daughter Tezra had a
destination wedding in the
Mayan Riviera. While we
were there , several of the
men would comment about
having a hankering for
wings. Our family knew
Brian made good wings, so a
big discussion over the
course of celebrating would
take place, and by the end of
the week, it was decided that
whomever was interested in
coming to the house for wings was invited to dinner. Well, we
did that three different times before everyone got their turn.
My brother had invited our landlord to the last dinner, which
was our first time meeting him. “He is a wing lover”, my
brother told us. By the end of the evening he asked Brian to
meet him in town at our current Brantford location. He asked
Brian what do you see here? Brian responded, “a former Tim
Horton's location”, he said “No. This is your new restaurant”. It
was a whirlwind after that, everything happened pretty quickly
once we decided. We opened pretty much seven months from
that date.
B: Tell us about your menu and what are your favourite
items?
Jo: I believe that everything on our menu is delicious, but I
would have to say that my very favourites are: the moist and
flavourful rotisserie chicken, - our newest menu item - the fried
chicken, and my chicken soup. Brian's favourites are the wings

B: What kind of
products do you sell?

Brant Stereo, located at 44 Market Street, is
your home and business audio/video specialty
store. I met with owner John and asked him all
about it.

John: Strictly consumer
electronics. Televisions,
audio equipment,
wireless network audio
systems, and portable
audio systems; anything
to do with sound that
would be used on your
person, in your home,
business or for
commercial application.
We also provide
commercial
installations, projectors
and screen and audio
systems into venues
that can seat 200 to 300
people. They are fairly
big jobs and require some significant improvements
in technology and expertise that we are proud to
offer. We also deliver and setup for residential and
commercial accounts. If, for example, the client is
building a new house and would like us to provide
the audio video infrastructure; we provide that.

B: When did you start the business?

B: How did you get into the electronics business?

John: My business opened on October 6th, 1973.
This day was Yom Kippur, the most important
holiday of the Jewish year. It coincided with the first
day of the Arab-Israeli war. Ultimately this resulted
in the Arab oil embargo, leading to one of the worst
recessions since 1929. It was a tough time to start a
new business.

John: It was a sort of a fluke, the owners of the Sam
the Record man franchise were looking to rent out
the back of their store in Brantford to a electronics
shop out of Hamilton and hoped that I would run it.
I agreed to do it for a year because I was intending
on going back to school. What ended up happening
was that one partner said yes, the other said no,
and the hitch was that owners of both stores didn't

and the fried chicken. We tried several different combinations
of spices for weeks until we were finally satisfied with the
flavour for the fried chicken coating. We have customers try it
for the first time and ask if we are trying to put the competition
out of business. We respond, “We don't want to put anyone
out of business, we just like to make good tasting food.“
B: What's new or what's upcoming in the restaurant?
Jo: This past year we added two new locations. Both are takeout only, with virtually the same menu as our first. One is in
West Hamilton at the bottom of the Ancaster hill and the other
is in Preston in No Frills Plaza. What’s upcoming? Well we like
to try and add a new menu item each year, I do have
something in mind for 2016 but it's not 100% decided, you'll
have to follow us on FB and or Twitter or better yet keep
coming in until it’s released.
B: Where the story behind the restaurant name?
Jo: My brother Dan was the culprit for the name. My dad used
to call me Jo when I was young, and, of course, I hated it
because Jo was a boy’s name. I never told him though, he
could have called me anything else. Now that I'm older, short
and sweet works, so I like it now. My brother, over the last few
years, had started calling me Jo Jo. When deciding on names
we wanted something that sounded ‘mom and pop’-ish and
reflected our small family owned and operated business; it
also had to be something memorable and catchy. After tossing
a lot of names around, Jo Jo's is the one that stuck. Tezra
suggested the double entendre of Chic-n-Wings, which we
thought was very clever. In our early years my husband and I
spent a lot of time cooking together on the weekends. We not
only enjoyed the time together, but we really loved throwing
together new recipes. We went to the U.S.A. frequently back
then and in Canada, wings were the waste of the chicken; they
threw them away here. Our favourite wing spot across the
border was called Honey’s. Whenever we ate out, and had
something that we really enjoyed, we'd come back home and
try to recreate or improve on the recipe. That's how we came
up with our wing sauce. We couldn't leave Brian out, so we
decided to call our homemade Buffalo style sauces after him,
that's where the Big B, Brian's nickname, comes from. He also
created the recipe for our homemade blue cheese dip. I didn't
like blue cheese at all until he made ours. Now we have the
customers being served what staff jokingly call ‘the family
trough’. We all love it.

want to pay for the renovations and the building
owner didn't want to deal with the day-to-day
operation. I offered to pay for the renovations and
to sign a lease, if the Hamilton store would supply
the products at cost plus a small percentage.
Everybody went for it, so it cost $500 to open Brant
Stereo in 1973.
B: Tell us something we didn't know about your
products.
John: I would say the most interesting thing
happening right now is the evolution of television
broadcast. Rogers™ has just announced that they
will commence 4K broadcast after Christmas. An
important detail, is that they will be doing 4K in High
Dynamic Range, which is the Cadillac of 4K
broadcasts. Of course to benefit from this superior
signal, the set you buy has to have HDR technology
built into it. Every set from Sony™, 55” or larger has
HDR. No other brand can say the same thing. Many
people who buy a 4K television, that isn’t Sony™, will
find they might not be as pleased when they hook
up a 4K broadcast to it; it might not shine like it
should.
B: How do you give back to the community?
John: We donate prizes to people and causes that
are important to us, not just because we are asked.
We recently donated a television to the Thank-a Vet
Luncheon and there are a number of other not-forprofit causes we support.
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Make Art a Part of the Holidays
someone knowledgeable onsite to meet and greet you
and help select the perfect
piece for you or that special
someone on your list

The Crawford Collective is
eager to show off their
wonderful new work this
holiday season. The
Collective’s artists will be
showcasing and displaying
items that will fit any holiday
budget. Everything on sale is
elegantly hand crafted by
one of the Crawford’s local
artists. There is always

On December 4th, the
Gallery will be hosting
another First Friday event,
and as always, it will be an
incredible time to visit the
Crawford. Their Christmas
Market will begin that day
and run throughout the
weekend until December
6th. The Christmas Market
will focus on unique gift
items for the Christmas
season and will prove to be
an exciting and enriching
event.
At the Crawford Collective
you can always find works of
art such as: paintings,
sculptures, jewelry,
photography, pottery,

mosaics, etc.for
sale. There is also a
large selection of
art cards and gift
certificates, as
well. The gallery
will also be open
Sundays during
the month of
December. There
is always
something exciting
to be discovered at
the Crawford
Collective so be
sure to stop in at
the Crawford
Collective this
Christmas season Photo: The Crawford Collective
to see what's new.
or stop in and visit. They are
open Tuesday through Friday
To find more information
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturdays
about the Crawford
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
Collective, please visit then
Sundays (December only.) 12
online at
p.m. to 5 p.m.
www.thecrawfordcollective.c
om, find them on Facebook,

Even more online at BScene.ca
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Being Seen with BScene

A look back on November, through the eyes of our reporters and photographers.
18TH ANNUAL THANK-A-VET LUNCHEON

DOWNTOWN BRANTFORD BIA AGM 2015

BRANTFORD LIGHTS AT GLENHYRST

Photos: Patrick McEachern

Photos: Jason Freeze

Photos: Ida Adamowicz

For additional pictures and coverage, be sure to check out Bscene.ca and our facebook page. To Be
Seen with BScene, contact Jason Freeze ( jason@bscene.ca) or Joshua Wall ( joshua@bscene.ca)
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The Somewhat True Tale of Robin Hood

SANDRA L. ANDERSON
@sandlyn
sandlynpublishing
A funny thing happened on
the way to Sherwood Forest.
The Somewhat True Tale of
Robin Hood (HOOD) written
by Mary Lynn Dobson and
performed by ICHTHYS
Theatre is a hilarious spoof
of the story of Robin Hood
and his Merry Men (and one
woman), Maid Marian, evil
Prince John and Sheriff of
Nottingham and much more.
This last show in ICHTHYs’
15th Anniversary Season
opened at St. Mary’s Paris
Hall, 133 Murray St.,
Brantford, ON, November 20
and runs the last two
weekends of November for a
total of six performances.
Lorna Stratton, founder of
ICHTHYS and Artistic
Director says she chose the
show because she wanted a
family show which could
involve a mix of ages from
teens to adults for the cast. It
features 16 actors ranging in
age from teens to late 50s
from all over Brantford and
Brant County as well as
Haldimand-Norfolk.
“It is a good ensemble show
with lots of opportunities for
everyone to shine,” says
Stratton. She adds, “The
production can be quite
simply staged, which we
needed to have available to
us given the restrictions of
the venue. We decided to
accentuate the fact that
there would be no theatre
lights, by involving the
audience to the max. Hence
our patrons were
encouraged to dress up as
Sherwoodians and they
joined us in booing and
hissing the evil Prince John.”
She says that ICHTHYS seeks
to be innovative and a little

unpredictable, so this show
is “a zany ending flourish” to
the company’s 15th
anniversary.
Unique for ICHTHYS in this
production is rear projection
and pre recorded audio and
video.
“The addition of rear
projection scenery fitted
right in with the off-the-wall
nature of the story and
raised the bar on
production,” says Stratton.
Responsible for the technical
aspects of the show while
also being part of it is Jessica
Hamilton as Lord Technical
Director.
“There are some definite
benefits to using multimedia
as a tool, but the key is to
ensure it doesn’t overpower
the actors,” says Hamilton. “I
had brought it up as an
option for background
scenery and as a way to
incorporate some video
tricks to add something
different to this production.”
She adds, “Knowing that we
didn’t have the use of
lighting in this venue to set
the mood and for scene
transitions, the use of media
and sound along with spoken
narratives helps to keep the
story flowing so the
audience is able to follow.”
Hamilton was able to use the
Digital Lab at the Brantford
Public Library to record the
actors and incorporate
scenes into the media
portion of the show. She
describes it as her “favourite
part.”
Asked how she likes the
integration of the Tech
person with the production,
Hamilton says, “I quite like
the idea of being
acknowledged by the actors
on stage.” She adds, “I
changed the character to
Lord Technical Director

because I thought it had a
better ring to it, and we all
know I hold most of the
power anyways.” She jokes,
“Far too often, us lowly
Techs are overlooked,
overworked and quite
underpaid so every once in a
while it’s nice to get some
recognition.” She says the
amount of work that goes
into a production like this on
the technical end is more
than many people realize.
She had two months to find
and edit all of the media and
sound cues, build the screen
and with the help of many
others assemble the whole
set in less than three days.
“It’s quite a feat but the key is
to make it look effortless to
the audience,” says
Hamilton.
“I like that this is a great
show for the actors to let
loose with. It is okay if they
overact because that’s
exactly what this show was
written for,” says Hamilton.
“We have all had a great time
adapting lines (with
permission from the script)
or adding a few extras in
order to localize and update
the jokes so they are relevant
to our particular audience.”
Hamilton created the screen
with a wood frame, found
material for it, attached the
sides and then added Velcro
to the top and bottom. She
used green screen and
iMovie to have the actors
incorporated in with the
background.
Martin Smith plays Friar
Tuck and doubles as Stage
Manager for the show.
“Working with a large cast of
young actors reminds me of
my own acting debut as,
ironically, another
Friar...Friar Laurence from
Romeo And Juliet back in
grade 8 in Brampton,” he
says.
Smith adds, “The
youthful energy and
eagerness-to-learn
is contagious and
helps to unleash
creativity even for
an old dog like
myself.”

Instead of swords, wooden spoons?! Here Robin Hood played by
Ben Hoerdt holds Hugh Sutherland as the Sheriff of Nottingham
at spoon point. Photo: Sandra L. Anderson

Smith is Vice President of
ICHTHYS Theatre and has
penned some plays the
company has performed. He
has not acted in a production
since ICHTHYS 12 Angry Men
in 2013.
“Between writing
opportunities, The Strong
Hand Of Love (2015) and The
Other Noise (2016), and back
stage work (Les Miserables),
getting back on stage has
been exhilarating and
working with such a lively
group of actors is a real
treat.” Smith adds, “Being in
such a comical treatment of
Robin Hood has influenced
everything about how I have
attacked the role; from my
gestures to my voice and,
most notably, the very large
and comical food items that
appear on stage, including a
head of lettuce and an entire
pumpkin pie.”
The Somewhat True Tale of
Robin Hood is an enjoyable
experience for all ages

offering lots of laughter and
terrible puns. It is playing at
St. Mary’s Parish Hall, 133
Murray St., Brantford, ON,
November 20, 21, 27, 28 at
7:30 pm with Sunday
matinees November 22 and
29 at 2 pm. Tickets are
Adults $15 and Seniors and
Students $10.
ICHTHYS will be auditioning
immediately for its 2016
Season. Stratton explains,
“We will again be producing
five shows, including a
school touring show, which
will be written and
performed by local teens.”
New for ICHTHYS is a Drama
Camp for two weeks in
August. Also new is the sale
of Season Tickets, which will
be available until the first
show. This gives the ticket
holder over 25 per cent
discount on the season. The
company’s regular ticket
prices remain the same.

Michaela Virr as the Town’s
Guy in The Somewhat True
Tale of Robin Hood. Photo:
Sandra L. Anderson

Maid Marian played by Maddie Burnett “hides” Robin Hood played
by Ben Hoerdt as evil approaches. Photo: Sandra L. Anderson
Even more online at BScene.ca
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A Look Back
meeting place.

Since the ice age until the
18th century
Brantford/Brant County
was sparsely populated. It
was covered with dense
forest. The odd settler
made their way here in the
late 18th-century but they
were few and far between.
The first sizable influx of
settlers were the
Haudenosaunee in 1784.
The relocation of the
Haudenosaunee to this area
immediately established a
sizable population with a
need for goods and trade
that they had become
accustomed to in the
Mohawk Valley of New
York. This led to the arrival
of friends and
acquaintances of Joseph
Brant, entrepreneurs drawn
by the lure of trade with the
Haudenosaunee, and
squatters.
I started these articles on
local history asking the
questions: What were the
attributes of locations and
the circumstances of time
that saw certain areas
develop? Why did some
communities prosper and
thrive while others stagnate
or disappear? Who were
the early players and what
were their dreams?
The significance of the
location of what would
become known as
Brantford, was that
Indigenous peoples’ trails
converged here, at Market
Square, which became a
trading centre; and the
Grand River was easier to
cross at this location. It was
a natural gathering /

White settlement in the
vicinity of Brantford grew
slowly. Population
estimates of white settlers
was mostly anecdotal,
through recollections of the
early settlers - 1818, about a
dozen people; 1823, about a
hundred people; 1827,
between two- and threehundred. Word of the
desirability of the area was
spreading. In 1824 Joseph
Read prepared a village
plan. So by the mid-1820s it
was clear that the settlers
were contemplating
organising the settlement.
In 1827 the settlement was
officially named Brant’s
Ford which quickly became
Brantford. Lewis Burwell
prepared a preliminary
survey of the area and a
plan for the village in 1829.
Burwell based his plan on
the plan prepared by Read.
1830 was the tipping point
for Brantford. On 19-April1830 the Natives
surrendered 807 acres of
land to the Crown as a town
plot. The land was the farm
of Chief John Hill. Burwell’s
second survey was
completed in June-1830. His
village plan consisted of
eight streets running east /
west and thirteen streets
running north / south. The
shape of the original village
plan resembled a
parallelogram. Land was
then sold to the current
landholders.
Burwell’s map shows the
business in existence at the
time and the land holders of
property under Brant
leases. Joseph Brant and his
heirs did not sell the land in
this area, they granted
leases, typically 999 year
leases. On his final plan
Burwell set aside six blocks:
Market (Square), Public
Square (Victoria Park),
County Court House,
Market (Alexandra Park),
Kirk (Presbyterian Church)
of Scotland (block
immediately north of
Alexandra Park), and
Burying Ground (Central
School). Burwell also

designated six church
properties: Episcopal
(Grace Anglican), Methodist
(where the downtown TD
Bank is located),
Presbyterian (where the
City Hall is located),
Congregational (Dalhousie
St, second lot from the
corner of Charlotte St),
Baptist (Bridge St), and
African (corner of Peel and
Dalhousie Streets).
In 1830 Brantford was
described as not much of a
place, a thin scattering of
frame and log houses along
Colborne St. Nothing but
scrub oak and a swamp
filled with thick cedar trees.
In May of 1831 the sale of
land by public auction was
held and the pace of
development picked up
considerably. With land
(and title) available, settlers
began to arrive in greater
numbers; English, Irish,
Scots, Canadians, and
Americans.
John A. Wilkes erected a
distillery in 1830; William
Kerby opened a distillery
and grist mill in 1831,
William Spencer built a
brewery in 1832. These
provided a market for
locally grown grain. John
Lovejoy and William Dutton
built hotels.
Brantford’s most influential
citizen in its formative
years was Ignatius
Cockshutt. Ignatius first
arrived in Brantford from
Toronto in 1829 to help his
father’s partner open a
general store. Ignatius was
17. The business quickly
failed and Ignatius returned
to Toronto. Sensing the
opportunity in Brantford,
Ignatius returned in 1832 to
manage the Brantford
branch store for his father.
The Brantford store
performed so well under
Ignatius’ management that
the family closed their
Toronto operations and
moved to Brantford in 1834.
This store, a general store
in the broadest sense, was
the foundation of the
Cockshutt business empire

that bankrolled the
Cockshutt Plow Company.
Cockshutt and its successor
companies operated in
Brantford from 1877 to 1985.
No place of worship existed
in Brantford until Grace
Anglican Church was
completed in 1832. The
current church replaced
the original white frame
building. Before that, the
Mohawk Chapel was the
closest place of worship.
By 1832 a daily stage coach
ran between York,
Brantford and Niagara, and
three times per week
between Brantford and
Detroit. These services
made Brantford accessible
but the condition of the
roads were horrendous.
Travelling by stage coach
was physically demanding.
In 1832 a visitor to
Brantford described the
village as follows: "This
thriving village (Brantford),
is quite a neat and stirring
little place....It is situated on
the bank of the river, which
is here a stream of some
importance....There is a
handsome bridge erected
over it, opposite the town. A
grist mill, running four pair
of stones, is located within
its limits, and several sawmills are in operation
nearby. There are about a
dozen mercantile stores....a
considerable number of
mechanics shops that make
a good appearance and two
pretty good taverns in the
village....The settlements on
either side of the road, for
some distance, are
extensive and quite dense.”
(from Gary Muir’s Bits and
Pieces of Brantford’s
History: Brantford in the
1830s).
This is quite a contrast to
the 1830 description of the
village. In just a couple of
years Brantford really
started to develop and take
shape.
The first newspaper
published in the village was
The Sentinel. It was
launched in 1833 by David
Keeler, who moved here
from Rochester, NY. The
name of the paper was

changed in 1839 to The
Brantford Courier and
Grand River Commercial
Advertiser, published by
Thomas Lemmon, Keeler’s
father-in-law. The Courier’s
final issue was published on
28-December-1918. Its
subscriber list was sold to
the Brantford Expositor.
Popular past times in
Brantford in the 1830s
included: drinking, almost
every store in town sold
liquor, whisky sold for 12 ½
cents a gallon; fighting,
from too much drinking;
gambling, which led to
drinking and fighting; and
the Bee, from barn raising
to corn shucking to
quilting, the Bee provided
for gossip and drinking.
Residents also enjoyed
swimming, fishing,
sleighing, and horse racing.
With the lack of diversity in
entertainment and cheap
liquor readily available, it is
understandable why
drinking was such a popular
past time. The availability
and abuse of spirits is what
led to the temperance
movement and ultimately
Prohibition.
In 1832 Brantford had a
population of about 350. By
1837 the village had grown
to 1,200.
In 1833, Lewis Burwell
reported that Brantford had
several merchandising
stores, a gunsmith, a
blacksmith, a saddler, a
lumberyard, two hotels,
saw mills, grist mills, a
brewery and two
distilleries. This activity was
largely located in what is
now the downtown area.
Because of the primitive
conditions of the streets
and roads at that time
Queen and Wellington was
considered far away and
out of the way. East Ward
and North Ward were all
bush with a few log huts.
West Brant was cleared and
farms were established.
Next time Canal fever
strikes Brantford.
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BScene Arts Scene: Vitaly Beckman

On Wednesday, December 30
at 7:00 p.m. the Sanderson
Centre for the Performing
Arts will present: An Evening
of Wonders with Vitaly
Beckman. BScene had the
opportunity to interview
Vitaly and ask him some
questions.
BScene: Tell us a little about
yourself, before you began
magic.
Vitaly: I was born in the
Soviet Union, a place called

Sagittarius: Step into the spot
light. Share you sparkling self and
be proud of who you are. Life as
you know it is shifting; having
positive attitude, courageous
heart and open mind will take you
far.

Vitaly Beckman will be performing at the Sanderson Centre
December 30. Photos: Ida Adamowicz

page; I've really blended it.
BScene: What inspired you to
begin practicing and
performing yourself?
Vitaly: I never thought of
becoming an illusionist
before. When I was 15, I saw a
David Copperfield show on
television. I was curious and I
wondered how it worked. I
started thinking about the

have never been done before,
that come from my own
imagination. I thought, that's
something I can use to fulfill
my potential. There is a
creative element. I have to
invent something. I love
performing. I love audience
attention. There is so much
to this business and to this
art form. You can grow and
constantly challenge yourself.
I felt like this is something I
want to do, it felt natural to
me.
BScene: What was the
defining moment of your
career?
Vitaly: It's hard to pick a
defining moment. There is a
saying, you're only as good as
your last show. I really try to
live in the moment. Every
show, no matter how small or
how big, should be the show
you remember and enjoy
most.
BScene: What do you enjoy in
your spare time?

Belarus. I was a shy boy, but
always artistically inclined. I
used to paint; my parents
thought maybe I'd become a
painter. I used to do martial
arts and had a great
appreciation for performing
arts and art in general. When
I got into magic it was later;
when I was about 15. The fact
I got into it later, after I
already had appreciation for
other art forms, allowed me
to incorporate those elements
into my magic; to make it
unique. Today, I do a lot of
things where pictures and
photographs come to life and
the drawings come out of the

Cancer: Take life moment by
moment. Make an effort to care
for your body. Have a look at your
daily routine. Is it exhausting you
or leaving you fulfilled? Adjust
accordingly.

illusions he would do. I was
trying to figure it out, and I
couldn't figure it all out, but I
thought, how would I do it if I
had to show it someone. I
tried it out in front of my
parents and they were
impressed. It probably wasn't
how he did it, but it worked
for me. I thought maybe I
could do my own magic and
find a way to perform it. I
took a notepad and drew a
leaf, then I waved my hand
over it and the leaf became
real. That was my first
illusion. As soon as I realized I
could create new things
through magic, things that

Vitaly: I don't have a lot of it,
unfortunately. Even in my
spare time I think about
magic and try to come up
with new ideas. At the same
time, I do have a life outside
of it. I go salsa dancing with
my girlfriend. I like to go out
and enjoy nature, and go to
the gym; things like that.
BScene: If it wasn’t magic,
what would you be doing?
Vitaly: I'm not sure what I
would be doing. I can tell you
this, I wouldn't be doing
something that was routine,
you know, like working in an

Scorpio: Are you feeling worthy?
Amp up your sense of self worth.
Your finances, resources and
abundance is seeking to expand.
Let it happen by knowing you
deserve it all.
Libra: Express yourself in every
way possible. Expression happens
in many ways; talking, writing,
reading, painting, drawing,
acting.... Share your unique self
with the world and lucky
opportunities will occur.
Virgo: Find a sacred place where
you can simply be. This could be a
physical space or a space within
yourself. Meditating and taking it
easy will serve you. As you make
self care a priority all areas of
your life, including career will
benefit.
Leo: It’s a month of amping up
love; especially the self love.
Create art, find time for play and
allow yourself to fall in love with
life. As you do this your
communities may shift; be open
to change.

Gemini: Fall in love with yourself
and all of your relationships will
benefit. Positive self talk and a
commitment to caring for
yourself will pay off throughout
the rest of the year.
Taurus: Deep truths, perspectives
and intuitions are bubbling to the
surface. Trust yourself and what
you feel. Your gut is wanting to
tell you something. Listen for the
answers.
Aries: Nothing is impossible. The
word itself says I’m Possible.
What have you always wanted to
do, be or have? Now is the time to
believe that it can happen.
Pisces: Reflect on the legacy you
are creating. Set intentions, goals
and embrace new ideas. You have
what it takes. The more love and
compassion the better.
Aquarius: Be open to new people
entering you life and also
accepting of those who leave.
Step into a leadership role and
lovingly guide others. Take your
passions and share it with the
planet.
Capricorn: You love to have a
plan figured out; but right now
that’s not likely to happen. Do
yourself a favour and go with the
flow this month. Enjoy life and
take it moment by moment. If
something is getting to you; let it
go.
Looking for even deeper insight?
Shannon is available for your own
personal readings.

office 9 to 5. I have a degree
in mechanical engineering
and when I worked briefly in
engineering, I didn't enjoy it.
It would have to be something
creative, something where I
would contribute to the
world, creating something
new that people can enjoy.
Maybe movies or comedy, or
something like that.

and photographs coming to
life, people's faces
disappearing from their
licenses. I'm going to remove
the picture and put a new one
and they can take it home and
keep it. It’s really freaky and
very audience interactive. It's
not just something you watch
on stage, the audience will be
involved.

BScene: What surprises do
you have in store for your
upcoming performance?

Tickets for the show are
$25.00 and are available by
visiting the Sanderson Centre
box office located at 88
Dalhousie Street, Brantford,
by calling (519) 758-8090 or 1800-265-0710 or online at
www.sandersoncentre.ca

Vitaly: This show is a two
hour show, including
intermission, and consists of
16 or 17 illusions that can not
be seen anywhere else in the
world. Things like pictures

Even more online at BScene.ca
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BScene Arts Scene: Kayla Louise
I Am a Cockshutt Plough
appears!
Out in that field with wind, rain
and dust
Sun fading, paint chipping with
each brutal gust
And my seat and blades turning
to rust
It was so unjust! So unjust!

New Image Tattoo and
Body piercing opened at 117
Charing Cross on June
25th, 2015. Owned by Paul
Rogers, he wanted to bring
his unique style of shop to
Brantford.
Paul's been in the tattoo
and piercing business for
22 years and has put
together a great team.
BScene sat down with
tattoo artist Kayla Louise
and asked a few questions.
BScene: What inspired you
to become a tattoo artist?
Kayla Louise: My mother
always pushed me, she
would see me drawing and
encouraged me to pursue
it. At first, I was stubborn
about it, and didn't really
enjoy it, but over time it
became my thing. Over the
years it’s been a build-up
working towards being a
tattoo artist. I originally
wanted to be a graphic
artist, all my schooling was
geared towards that.
Eventually, I didn't even
want to be an artist
anymore. I had decided I
wanted to be a early
childhood educator. I
started going to school for
that, and when I finished, I
followed through with
sociology. Though I never
did anything with it.
Eventually someone said,
“Why aren’t you doing
tattoos?” It kinda clicked,
everything came together
and it became my thing. All
the years of work that I've
put into devoting to art
classes have payed off. It all
added up to this.

Kayla Louise. Photos: Dean Ellis

BScene: Tell us about your
first tattoo.

BScene: What is your best
tattoo story?

Kayla Louise: It was on my
back. I was 14 and my
cousin took me, my mom
knew about it but didn't
know where I was going.
She probably wouldn't of
approved. I ended up
getting stars on my back
and I regret it. Absolutely. I
was too young, I wish I
would’ve thought more
carefully about it.

Kayla Louise: Probably the
first time I tattooed
another tattoo artist. It was
very nerve wracking.
Things that standout, that
you think you're doing well,
they pick apart. It's was an
awakening and it was fun.

BScene: Tell us about the
first tattoo you inked.
Kayla Louise: The evening I
received all my tattoo gear,
of course, I had to try my
first tattoo on skin. It
maybe wasn’t the best idea,
I was too inexperienced to
know exactly what I was
doing. I lost the stencil
within minutes and
panicked throughout the
rest. It’s actually still a
work in progress.
BScene: What do you
specialize in?
Kayla Louise: I prefer to
draw portraits in grayscale
black work, but I absolutely
love to tattoo in colour.

I mind the time, back in ought
nine
When none could cut a furrow as
deep as mine
In such a straight line – and not
bend a tine
Yes, I was fine. I sure was fine.

I am a Cockshutt Plough – yes, I
said a Cockshutt Plough.
I was a sacred cow. I’d raise a
farmer’s brow.
Ol’ W. F. knew how to make a
good plough –
But… look at me now. Just look
at me now.

Why, back in them days, I
enjoyed a lot o’ praise
Even the Harris’s was quite
amazed
And the folks that built me was
gettin’ good pays.
Them was the days. Yes, them
was the days.

I became a playground for the
young farmer’s young –
They’d bounce on my saddle and
dance on my tongue.
As a jewel of a tool, my death
knell had rung –
No epitaph or eulogy – past
glories unsung.

See, I’m a Cockshutt Plough –
yes, I said, a Cockshutt Plough
I was a sacred cow. I’d raise a
farmer’s brow.
Ol’ W. F. knew how to make a
good plough –
But… look at me now. Just look
at me now.

‘A jewel of a tool!’ Ha! No
function! No part!
No horse before the cart! No
horse, no part!
I was a machine with heart! I
had heart!
Then suddenly I was a rusted
piece of farm art.

They called me the Sulky and
they’d hook me to a team
By golly, I did beam when I cut a
muddy seam
And when they washed me by a
stream,
I shone red and cream. You
should o’ seen me gleam.

But, I was a Cockshutt Plough –
yes, I said a Cockshutt Plough.
I was a sacred cow. I could raise
a farmer’s brow.
Cause ol’ W. F. knew how to
make a good plough –
But… look at me now. Gads, look
at me now.

It was sometime in the thirties
that a combine took my place;
My owner’s son had bought a
tractor to stay in the farming
race.
And he didn’t give a passing
thought to how I’d be debased
When he left me to rust in a field.
A disgrace. A disgrace!

Then one day into my wildflower garden, a pardon!
A couple with all the jargon;
Lordy, could they bargain
And like a Warden with a pardon
– before the dirt could harden
No more a drab hodden, plough
down-trodden.

I am a Cockshutt Plough – yes, I
said a Cockshutt Plough.
I was a sacred cow. I’d raise a
farmer’s brow.
Ol’ W. F. knew how to make a
good plough –
But… look at me now. Just look
at me now.
I served them for years –
through good times and fears
Bumper crops, droughts, cheers
and tears
He rode me, for God’s sake! Him
and his peers!
All was good, then the combine

Malcontent to buoyant! Fresh
pigment! Fixed dent!
Recognition of being more than
just competent.
I sit on the lawn as an ornament!
No, a monument!
Winner of the big City garden
tournament! We’re jubilant!
I am a Cockshutt Plough – yes, I
said a Cockshutt Plough.
Maybe not a sacred cow. But I
can raise a neighbour’s brow.
If ol’ W. F. could see me now –
He made a good plough – a damn
good plough.
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BScene Music Scene: Logan Staats

On Friday morning I visited
Through the Red Door on
Fourth Line, talking with
Logan Staats, a musician
with a generous soul and an
intense talent for music. He
spoke about his
accomplishments and career
moves in what he says can be
a discouraging industry.
Driving out to this incredible
studio, I was excited to sit
down and talk with Staats
about the fabric of his music.
Born into the Turtle Clan of
the Mohawk people of the
Six Nations of the Grand
River, this 10-year veteran to
the music industry has
travelled the world playing at
incredible venues and
festivals from the Pan-Am
Games to The Midem
Festival in Cannes, France.
Staats, a very intriguing soul,
even speaks with a melody in
his thoughts, discussing how
he came to this point in life
and how music plays such an

to other musicians, so I
asked him “Beatles or Rolling
Stones? Kiss or Guns N’
Roses? Elvis or Frank
Sinatra?” In the first two
question, he chose the latter,
but the third question was
debatable, eventually ending
in a tie between these two
diverse artists. Although
Staats frequently plays
abroad and throughout the
Greater Toronto and
Hamilton areas, there is one
place that can still bring the
talent home; Two Doors. A
local Brantford bar where
Staats started out as a young
musician at the age of 16,
playing open mic nights
before progressing to
Thursday nights. He pays
homage to the bar, crediting
them with helping forward
his career.

Logan Staats sits down with Dana.

important part in
development, partnership,
recovery, and emotion.
Through the Red Door, a
studio for musicians to come
play, write, record, and
produce, has a charming
aura and a welcoming sense
of community. This country
setting is outstanding and
more than perfect for young
artists starting out. That
being said, Through the Red
Door has had a multitude of
great local
and visiting
artists hone
their craft
with the help
of other
incredible
talent. The
studio is also
very
communitybased, holds
summits,
most
recently on
Women's
Empowerme
nt, proving
that this
studio is
about solace
and
progression.
Staats pained
genius has
been

revealed through his
compilation of songs on his
last LP, describing the
emotion in his writing
process and lyrical
interpretation of life. Making
sense of the industry, Staats
has all the ingredients of a
rock star: the hair, the jeans,
but more importantly, raw
honesty in his songs.
Previous the front man for
Ghost Town Orchestra,
Staats and band mates were
catapulted into success, not
just locally, but throughout
Canada. Having played at the
Aboriginal Solidarity Day in
Winnipeg, a city also known
as “Red Hollywood,"
according to Staats. It earned
them a nomination and win
as Best Rock Album at the
2014 Aboriginal Peoples
Choice Awards. Recently,
Staats stepped down from
the Ghost Town Orchestra’s
projects, citing creative
differences. He moved into a
solo career, sharing his
stories through lyrics, with a
voice that illuminates his
songs and captivates
audiences. From social media
to an intimate museum
setting, most recently at the
Gardiner Museum’s Kent
Monkman exhibit in Toronto,
Staats’ musical talent and
empowering voice bring his
quieter songs to life.

His musical influences are
numerous, from Robbie
Robertson and Bob Dylan,
both staples in the Staats
household since he was a
young child. This was due
mostly in part to his father,
but also Derrick Miller, who
inspired Staats to follow in
his success. Miller's Juno
award-winning talent and
support have played a big
part in Staats’ career. Logan
says, ”Venues can play an
important part”. He
remembers the first time he
set foot in the legendary
Ford Plant, a not-for-profit
music venue founded in
2002. It’s small spaces and
unique atmosphere created
one of Canada's most
intriguing rock venues, as
well as one of the more lively.
With the ability to hold no
more than 100 people, this
party-like setting was cozy
and intimate, even when
crowds were spilling onto
the streets. “The Ford Plant
has a lot to do with the
music that is resonating from
this town. Brantford has a
distinct sound. I remember
seeing Arcade Fire before
they broke out, it was pretty
awesome. It gave me
realization that this is what
music can be."

I asked Staats “If, five years
from now, some band is in a
bar covering your song
‘What You Love’, what would
you say? and how would you
expect them to perform it?”
Logan responded, "When I
cover music, there are a lot
of songs that hit home for
me, but I always try to put
my own twist on it. So, I
would encourage whomever
is covering it, to embrace
what it is and feel free make
it their own.” This was not a
surprising response from
this humble artist, who
values coming home to his
daughter and family after
being on the road. “They
bring me back to being a
‘normal’ person, coming
home to the Reservation
helps me reset my karma.”
Nation to nation, reservation
to reservation, Logan Staats
is having his music played
and heard. This guy is
fascinating, from his
vagabond videos about his
travels, his grass roots on
culture, painstakingly
written song lyrics, this new
album will be a compilation
of many emotions, whether
it be love, loss or
desperation... he's got it
covered.
You can catch Logan Staats
online at
www.loganstaats.com.

I caught a glimpse of what
Logan enjoys when it comes
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