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FEATURE Originally known as “The Joysey 

lights,” the yuletide display at Glenhyrst Art Gallery 

of Brant attracted over 15,000 visitors last year.  

The Grinch who stole 
Christmas was himself the target 
of thieves before this year’s 
Glenhyrst festive light show even 
began. Read the whole story...
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Melissa Edmondson 

As we head into the Holiday season you may 
be starting to plan out the perfect gifts for 
your loved ones. It can be a challenge to pick 

out the perfect gift for everyone. Naturally, a trip to the 
mall might come to mind. You will likely find something 
for everyone. You will also find huge line-ups, jam 
packed parking lots and a lot of inconsiderate people. 
Seriously, there has got to be better way to do this!

Introducing… Brantford’s first Holiday Hop! A 
team of local business owners have come up with 
the perfect solution. Rather than spending the day 
fighting through the mall you can explore Brantford’s 
culture, experience the warm-hearted greetings 
of local business owners, find handmade artisan 

treasures, enjoy a taste of 
gourmet food and for each 

$10 spent you are one 
ballot closer to winning 
the Holiday Local 
Gift Card Tree! Just 
follow the map from 
BScene, find us on 
Facebook or pick one 
up in participating 
stores.

The contest begins 
on December 1st 

and 

ends when the winner is drawn on December 19th. 
The map shows you some of the best spots in town 
to shop local for gifts and you have a chance to win 
even more gifts! It’s win-win. So grab your shopping 
buddy, skip your usual coffee spot and head on over 
to the Petit Gourmet for a hot beverage to start your 
adventure. Make your way over to Jack Rabbits and 
pick up some hip gifts for the hip kids in your life. 
Check out the salt caves at Grand Wellness Centre 
and start your healing. Stop and grab a gourmet 
burger at The Works and a gift card to share the love! 
The last stop on the map is one of Brantford’s hidden 
treasures, the Artisans Village. There you will find 
Pennywise Liquidation, which has everything you 
didn’t know you needed. Hop over to the The Closet 
Door for some high fashion shopping for a cause. 
Proceeds donated to Brantford General Hospital’s 
cancer clinic. Handmade Christmas ornaments 
available to raise money for children’s stockings at 
McMaster Children’s Hospital. Follow your nose down 
to Royal Canadian Candles to experience a real 
hidden gem. You’ll find soy candles with gorgeous 
silver rings inside and wax melts galore. Make sure to 
fill out your ballots for the Holiday Local Gift Card 
Tree along the way. Good luck and let the Holiday 
adventures begin!

How will you spend your ten? Post your purchases 
online with #ISpentMyTenLocal for more chances to 
win.

Supported by ShopBrantford.
com and The FEoNA Co.

BRANTFORD

Holiday Hop
#ISpendMyTenLocal
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Downtown Brantford Downtown Brantford@downtownbrantford

PamperShop Experience

downtownbrantford.ca

#giftofdowntownbrantford
Dine

Downtown Brantford Downtown Brantford@downtownbrantford

PamperShop ExperienceDine

BE SEEN WITH BSCENE
BRANTFORD REMEMBERS

Remembrance Day Ceremony at the
Brantford Cenotaph.  #LestWeForget

THANK-A-VET LUNCHEON
HEATHER CARDLE

A LOOK BACK AT NOVEMBER THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

Assumption College auditorium was jam packed with war 
vets, widows, and widowers on Saturday, November 5th 

for the 19th Annual Thank-A-Vet Luncheon.

It was wonderful to meet and capture so many wonderful 
men and women who served or are serving our country. 

To remember those lost, to celebrate the survivors, and to 
appreciate all the liberties we have today because of their 

bravery. I met many 100+ year olds, and many couples with 
65+ years of marriage. My only wish is to live as long as 

they have and share my love with my family.

There were many speeches and stories shared from the 
podium. I think the most heartwarming words came 

from the young cadets representing Army, Navy and Air 
Force. To hear in great detail what it means to them to 

live in such a wonderful and free country because of the 
sacrifices their predecessors made; that warmed the heart. 
Some days you think the youth of today take for granted all 
that they have but I heard a di�erent story. Lest We Forget.

Photos and story by: Heather Cardle

DEAN ELLIS
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YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-
COOPER

twitter @YWiele

🔗 roundtablepr.com

The Grinch who stole Christmas 
was himself the target of thieves 
before this year’s Glenhyrst 

festive light show even began. The large 
green cut out Dr. Seuss image that 
greets visitors to the gallery grounds 
on Ava Road, went missing as city 
workers were assembling the display 
for the 2016 exhibit.  Unfazed, city staff 
got busy crafting and painting a brand 
new Grinch for the show which features 
110,000 lights and is now into its fourth 
year.

Originally known as “The Joysey lights,” 
the yuletide display was born out of 
controversy.

A private Christmas light exhibit on 
Joysey Street in Brantford became an 
issue for neighbours, who took their 
concerns to city hall. Jeff McDonald’s 
ambitious and popular light show was 
synchronized to music and brought 
in hundreds of spectators, who would 
park on the street to take it in. Some 
neighbors complained they couldn’t 
get out of their drive ways, that garbage 
was being left behind and the parked 
cars were a hindrance in the event of an 
emergency.

That’s when a compromise was reached 
and the city convinced McDonald to 
take the display to the grounds of the 
Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant and work 
with staff on staging the show. Gallery 
director Ana Olson says it was “great” to 
have McDonald’s input for the first two 
years, but as it grew larger it became 

solely a city project.  

Olson says since it began, some 80,000 
people have taken in the show. 
15, 000 of them visited last year alone 
and five to six -thousand people actually 
ventured beyond and into the gallery’s 
Golden Teapot for a treat or some hot 
chocolate.  Then while inside, they’ve 
taken in the exhibits and many have 
marveled at the fact that Glenhyrst is 
part of Brantford.

 “I can’t tell you how many people I’ve 
received at the front gate who have told 
me, this is my first time here or I didn’t 
know this was here,” said Olson.  
She tells newcomers, many who are 
Brantford residents that Glenhyrst has 
six exhibits a year and they do 28 events 
a year and invites them to return.
“We are definitely not a one trick 
pony,” says Olson who considers 

the Christmas light display a strong 
marketing tool.

Olsen says people are often intimidated 
by art.

“They think there is no place for them 
here, but I think the light show has 
changed that, because people come 
here to something that is very un-
intimidating,” she said.

“I don’t have to understand it, I don’t 
have to like it but if it makes me think or 
wonder, then art has done its job.” 
It’s also one of the reasons they do 
a children’s art exhibit. This year’s 
children’s show entitled, Vibrant Palette, 

runs until January 1st and features 300 
pieces created by junior kindergarten to 
grade 12 students from Brant County, 
Brantford, and region.

This year a $50, 000 grant from the 
province’s Trillium Foundation has 
helped pay for new high efficiency 
track lighting inside the gallery, 
while some of the funding has gone 
toward the construction of a new 
stage in Glenhyrst’s coach house.  It 
has also made new wiring and other 
infrastructure into the actual park 
possible. 

Among the highlights this year, the floral 
peacock which is illuminated each year 
has been raised off the ground for a 
more spectacular effect. 

“It’s just making it a little bit different 
every year and adding a few new things 

as we can,” said Olson.

The switch for the 2016 Glenhyrst 
Christmas light display will be officially 
turned on during a special ceremony 
at 7 p.m. on November 25th and the 
exhibit will run from 6 p.m. till 9 p.m. daily, 
until January 1st. 

The exhibit is free to take in but visitors 
are asked to bring a donation for the 
food bank or a monetary donation for 
Glenhyrst.

DENISE KINCHSULAR

110,000 LIGHTS
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ACOUSTIC CAFE

CRYSTAL
SHAWANDA

LOGAN
STAATS

BSCENE MUSIC SCENE
SCENE.ca

BLACKOUT FESTTHE STAMPEDERS

CRYSTAL SHAWANDA & LOGAN STAATS by DEAN ELLIS
THE STAMPEDERS by DEAN ELLIS
BLACKOUT FEST by BELINDA J. CLEMENTS
ACOUSTIC CAFE by DEAN ELLIS
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VALERIE SAWICKI

The Brantford General Hospital is getting state 
of the art diagnostic equipment, thanks to 
people donating their loonies and toonies.  

 
 The Closet Door, a thrift store in Brantford, hosted a 
Movember Loonie Toonie Auction on Thursday, Nov. 3 
at the Brantford Polish Hall. The evening raised funds 
for new equipment at the Brantford General Hospital 
and research in early detection and prevention of 
prostate, bladder and 
colon cancers.
 The event raised 
$1,375 for the 
Brantford General 
Hospital.

 The Closet Door has 
raised approximately 
$20,000 during the 
past two years for 
research into men’s 
health and cancer, as 
well as new equipment 
and patient gifts. 
There have been 
186 gifts given to 
patients, includingan 
all-inclusive getaway 
to Niagara Falls.

 Tammy Eechaute, the 
owner of The Closet Door, is very passionate about 
her fundraising efforts. “When you show passion in 
something you can thrive and other people pick up 
on that,” she said. “They say your dreams come true, 
but this wasn’t a dream. It was a passion.”

 Eechaute dedicates her work to her mother and 
friend who have passed away from cancer and her 
father-in-law, a cancer survivor.

  “The fundraisers are important because they draw 
some attention to men’s health and cancers,” said 
Michelle Giffin, a volunteer for The Closet Door. “They 
seem to have less of a focus on them, so it is great 
that we can raise awareness.” Giffin is one of the eight 
volunteers who sell clothing, accept donations at the 
store and help at events.

 The host of the night, Joshua Wall, has known 
Eechaute for a long time and has helped at other 
events. He’s also written articles and shot videos for 
The Closet Door. Wall said, “A huge thank you goes 

to all the sponsors and volunteers who helped with 
the event, the people who attended it, and the people 
who ‘shared’ or ‘liked’ The Closet Door’s posts on 
Facebook and Instagram.” He has a great relationship 
with Eechaute and “would do anything for her.”

 Everyone who attended the “Movember” event 
was smiling and laughing and having a great time. 
The people bidding made the auction lively and 
entertaining. Auction items included a collectible 
Coach purse, and a $50 gift card to a local spa with a 
hand-knitted blanket. Participants held up their flags 
to make a bid and gave the collectors one of their 
tickets which would be put in a container to be drawn 
along with loonies and toonies.

 The Closet Door has won the “Diamond” title in the 
Reader’s Choice for the best Brantford clothing shop. 
Eechaute’s passion seems to be perceived well by 
the community because everyone she encounters 
supports what she does. 
  
 The night showcased how the community of 
Brantford comes together to help each other.  

MOVEMBER LOONIE TOONIE AUCTION

ACOUSTIC CAFE

BELINDA J. CLEMENTS
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Evan Robertson

twitter @evangoesonline
 

“How do you make a million 
dollars in retail? Spend 2 
million!” These words of 

wisdom were shared with me several 
years ago by a sales representative for 
a retail supply company, where I was 
working at the time.  While this illustrates 
the tough, gruelling, and often bare 
knuckle nature of the independent 
retail game, advances in online selling 
technology are now starting to level the 
playing field.  An explosion in Canadian 
e-commerce and online sales means 
opportunities are plentiful for smaller 
retailers.  

Canadian retail sales totalled $505 
billion in 2014, according to Statistics 
Canada.  Online spending will total 10% 
of all retail sales in 2019, according to a 
report by Forrester Research. Based on 
this data, online shopping will represent 
$50.5 billion by 2019, without even 
adjusting for forecasted growth! To put 
this into perspective, consider this:  
Canada Post reported a 15% year over 
year e-commerce growth rate from 
2014 to 2015.  With healthy numbers 
like this, it is definitely worthwhile for 
stores of any size to begin offering 
online sales.  

Selling online can take many forms, 
whether it is via an online marketplace 
such as Amazon or EBay, directly on a 
retailer or company website, or even 
through online classified ads, such as 
Kijiji.

An explosion of small business friendly 
technology means that online sales 
are within reach for even the smallest 
of shops or those who may not be 
technically inclined.  E-commerce 
platforms, such as Shopify (developed 
in Canada), or online sales tools from 
companies such as PayPal, make it 
easy to buy and sell online, creating a 
polished, online shopping experience 
to fit any budget or skill level.  These 
products and services are designed 

to let retailers focus on running 
their businesses without becoming 
bogged down in the technicalities 
of e-commerce.  No experience, no 
programming skills, no problem.

Online selling is more than just money.  
It is a viable revenue stream for local 
retailers looking to expand their reach 
beyond their physical location; this can 
help grow the business while supporting 
the “Shop Local” mantra.  An online 
store can also bolster sales at physical 
locations as well. Studies show that up 
to 47% of shoppers will research an 
item online before heading into an actual 
store to make a purchase.  This blended, 
holistic shopping experience is known 
as omnichannel retailing.  This approach 
is considered the new norm for retailers 
and means that the experience 
customers enjoy online must be 
replicated in store and vice-versa.  As 
so much of an independent retailer’s 
success is driven by location, having a 
well-established online presence with 
e-commerce functionality is a great way 
to enhance a store’s local visibility to 
customers searching for products and 
retailers in their area. 

While there is no one size fits all solution 
to running a successful online business, 
there are currently a number of trends 

in both technology and consumer 
behaviours to which retailers should 
pay attention.  The proliferation of 
smart phones and tablets has, for some 
time, driven a mobile first mentality for 
both retailers and customers. Stores 
must be ready and willing to reach their 
customer in a mobile environment, 
offering the chance to purchase not just 
on their own websites, but in the spaces 
most frequented by the mobile minded 
consumer.  Mobile phone use continues 
to rise year over year, with 80% of in-
app time spent by consumers being 
split between just 5 apps, including 
Facebook, according to Cassandra 
Campbell, Content Marketing Lead at 
Shopify.  In-app selling and purchasing, 
such as utilizing the shop section 
available to Facebook pages, is an easy 
way to strengthen current relationships 
with customers while reaching a wider 
audience. A few other tips Campbell 
identified for motivating customers to 
spend online include:

• Leverage Instagram - A recent 
study found that Instagram gives 
brands 25% more engagements 
than other social media platforms.

• Reduce Abandoned Carts – An 
abandoned cart refers to adding 
items to an online shopping cart, 

but leaving the website or wherever 
they may be shopping before making 
a purchase.  Sending a recovery 
email is an easy way to convince 
your customers to complete their 
purchase.

• Try Free Shipping - Shipping 
costs are the most common cause 
of abandoned carts. Creating a free 
shipping threshold can not only 
reduce abandoned carts, but can 
also encourage shoppers to spend 
more, in order to reach the threshold.

The current strength of online shopping, 
along with the availability of low 
cost, merchant friendly, easy to use 
e-commerce solutions, means that now 
is a great time for independent retailers 
to get in the e-commerce game.   
Retailers can honour their local roots 
and customer base, while expanding 
their reach, accelerating growth and 
continuing to serve their customers, 
both near and afar.

HOW DO YOU MAKE A
MILLION DOLLARS IN RETAIL?

BSCENE TECH SCENE

Advice provided is that of the author and is 
not endorsed, nor does it necessarily reflect 
the opinion of BScene.
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SHAR SCHMIDT

twitter @supportnovavita

facebook supportnovavita

What do you think of when you hear the word 
“luxurious”?

What do you think of when you hear the words “thrift 
store”?

These two things may never have been strung together in 
a sentence before, until now.

When you first enter Closet Couture Boutique, you will 
be struck by how beautiful the decor is. Next you will 
notice our warm welcome and attentiveness. Then you 

start to realize how luxurious much of the merchandise 
is, and you are transported!

In support of Nova Vita Domestic Violence Prevention 
Services, all items have been donated - mostly by 
generous individuals from the community, and also 
brand new items from local high-end ladies shops and 
other retailers. We are very blessed.

What many may not realize is the luxury that can be 
found inside our little boutique - many designer items, 
beautiful beaded dresses and jackets, faux and real fur, 
leather and suede, statement jewellery pieces, even 
wedding gowns and lingerie!

Stay tuned for the evolution of fashion in your 
community - we will be hosting an annual end of year 
event celebrating all of our LUXE items, which will kick 
o� the holiday season in gorgeous style! We look forward 
to spoiling you with our styling assistance for everything 
from every day casual wear, to the most decadent formal 
additions to your wardrobe.

NICOLE DURNFORD

facebook shopjackrabbits

🔗 shopjackrabbits.com

When the temperatures begin to 
drop we all start to think about 
keeping warm in the winter 

chill, and there’s no better way than the 
hip fashions at Jack Rabbits for your 
newborns and babies, all the way to up to 
you Tween’s

At Jack Rabbits we focus on customer 
service and go out of way to treat everyone 
like family! This has kept generations of 
families coming back to Jack Rabbits for 
our great products and the experience of 
shopping local.

Whether you’re looking for a great gift 
idea or a wonderful outfit for someone 
special we invite you to drop by our 
friendly store and check out Jack Rabbits!

Fall and winter fashions are in-store 
for Brantford and area’s hip kids! Why 
not drop by and check out the unique 
selection only available at Jack Rabbits!

We’re open:

Mon-Wed: 10:00 - 5:30

Thurs: 10:00 - 8:00

Fri: 10:00 - 5:30

Sat: 10:00 - 5:00

Warm Winter Hats by Calikids

Warm Winter Wear by deux par deux

Warm Water-proof 
Mittens by Calikids
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OBSERVING RELIGIOUS 
HOLIDAYS IN DIVERSE 
WORKPLACES
 
In today’s diverse workplaces, employers 
are required to provide equal treatment with 
respect to employment without discrimination 
because of creed or ethnic origin as described 
by the Ontario Human Rights Code. Persons 
who celebrate their religion on days which 
would otherwise be working days need to 
be accommodated in order to practice their 
religion.

“Accommodation” is the means of adjusting 
or modifying the work environment or the 
method of doing work, to the point of undue 
hardship, in order to address the individual 
needs of employees who are protected from 
discrimination under the Code, thus enabling 
the Employer to continue to benefit from 
the individual’s active participation in the 
workforce. Accommodation is not limited to 
persons with disabilities.

Employment accommodation is a legal 
obligation, as it is recognized that many of the 
barriers to equal participation by all people in 
our society exist inadvertently or due to a lack 
of awareness of di�erent needs, not because 
people have deliberately sought to discriminate.

Creed is a prohibited ground of discrimination 
under the Human Rights Code. Although it 
is not defined in the Code, Creed has been 
interpreted to mean “religious creed” or 
“religion.” It is not possible to define these terms 
precisely; therefore, only beliefs, convictions 
and practices rooted in religion, (as opposed 
to those that are secular, socially based or 
conscientiously held), are protected. 

Defined broadly, religion typically involves a 
particular and comprehensive system of faith 
and worship. Religion also tends to involve the 
belief in the divine, superhuman or controlling 

power. In essence, religion is about freely and 
deeply held personal convictions or beliefs 
connected to an individual’s spiritual faith and 
integrally linked to one’s self-definition and 
spiritual fulfillment. For example, to be entitled 
to Religious Accommodations as a Muslim, the 
person would need to demonstrate all aspects 
of Muslim observance, including clothing, food, 
and family values.

People who celebrate religious holidays which 
conflict with their regular work schedule must 
be allowed to take time o� for their religious 
observance.  Such days o� to observe religious 
holidays do not have to be paid by the employer. 
The employee can use vacation time or be o� 
work without pay.

The need for an employment accommodation 
policy is essential from a Management, human 
rights and employment equity perspective, to 
clarify everyone’s rights and responsibilities.  

Contact me today to set up an appointment 
to discuss your workplace’s Accommodation 

Policy.

 Kissinger HR Services
519-755-9254

www.kissingerhrservices.com

VISION - 
WHERE ARE YOU GOING AND WHAT 
ARE YOU GROWING INTO?

As we round out the end of the year, I figured 
this topic is timely- as many businesses are 
planning for next year. Often, discussions of 
budget planning arise, which is smart and of 
course it is important to know the financial 
plans for the following year. I think most 
business owners know how to do this well. In 
addition, I believe we need to create a vision 
of where we are going. This vision can include 
the financials or not- it is not necessary for this 
exercise. 

What does it mean to create a vision?

When working with clients on creating vision, I 
bust out the art supplies. Yes, you read this right. 
I am talking old school art supplies- markers, 
scissors, glue. This often makes everyone 
cringe for a moment and if I am completely 
honest with you it even makes me cringe every 
single time. I suspect this is because I am still 
learning to work my creative muscles and have 
to continually tell myself it’s ok to play, to have 
fun, to create! 

I use the art supplies because Vision as the word 
implies is a visual activity. It is about creating a 
visual representation of our desires. I used the 
word desire because an e�ective vision invokes 
emotion. Creating a powerful vision of where 
you want your business to go will guide you, 
motivate you and excite you. Being able to close 
your eyes and see and feel the vision coming 

true essentially begins the wiring within your 
body to make that vision a reality.  One way to 
tap into this vision is to begin answering the 
following questions: 

What will people be saying about my/our 
business a year from now? 2 years from now? 5 
years from now? And, most importantly, How 
will I/we feel?

Annyse Balkwill

Owner/Consultant
The LuminUS Group

905-599-1227
www.luminusgroup.ca

HUMAN RESOURCES

BUSINESS COACHING

KATHRYN KISSINGER

ANNYSE BALKWILL

GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!

5 TIPS TO PREPARE YOUR 
HOME FOR CHRISTMAS

Christmas is on the way! This time of year is all 
about time at home with family and friends. If 
you are more than a little house proud, you will 
currently be in the midst of preparing your home 
for the holiday season. To make your life easier, 
and to help you stop your panic attacks, here are 
five tips to prepare your home for Christmas:

1) Start early

The sooner you can start planning, preparing and 
perfecting your home for the festive season, the 
better. Start making lists of everything you need to 
do before December 25th - home improvements, 
gift ideas, decorations, and menus. This will help 
you to structure the preparations!

2) De-Clutter & Spring Clean

Before you start buying things for the home 
(decorations, gifts, food & drink, etc.) make plenty 
of room. De-clutter your home, cupboards, fridge, 
storage spaces and garage. The old saying “out 
with the old and in with the new” is important for 
Christmas time. Use this time of year to throw 
out garbage, clear out closets and prepare for the 
oncoming clutter!

3) Colour Scheme & Finishing DIY Projects

Before you go out to buy decorations and/or home 
renovation materials, make some initial decisions 
on budget, the look you want to achieve, and your 
colour scheme. Button up any DIY renovations 
and finish those projects that require that last 10% 
to make it complete. Looking to change your wall 
colour? Take into account the current furniture 
and floor colours. We are always here to help you 
make the right decisions for your home.

4) Make it a Family A�air

The best way to escape the stress of Christmas 
house preparation is to involve others. Delegate 
jobs to friends and family members. This will not 
only help lighten the load for you, but will make 
the whole process more enjoyable! 

5) Relax & enjoy

Christmas is a busy time and nothing is ever going 
to go perfectly to plan. Try not to take anything too 
seriously, if the tree doesn’t look picture perfect or 
the food takes a little longer than expected, don’t 
let it ruin the day and enjoy the well-deserved 
time out.

The Colour Shoppe Inc.
41 Morton Ave. East

519-753-3406

colourshoppeinc.com

HOME

CHRIS SCHMIDT

COMMUNICATIONS

HOW DOES HOSTED VOIP 
HELP YOUR BUSINESS?  
PART 1 : MONEY
 
Over the years, I’ve read many articles and 
whitepapers about the how’s and why’s of 
switching to Hosted VoIP.  I’ve also moved many 
companies over to Hosted VoIP myself and have 
seen the benefits, so I thought I’d start a short 
series bringing these ideas to you in bite-sized 
chunks to show how Hosted VoIP may be useful to 
your business.  Although this series focuses on a 
Hosted PBX solution, some of these benefits also 
apply to a SOHO business phone product.

The big benefit that business owners love is that 
Hosted VoIP saves money.  There are a few  ways in 
which this happens.

If you are bringing in a new phone system (PBX) or 
replacing an old one, Hosted VoIP provides a lower 
starting cost.  This is because you don’t have to buy 
the PBX server, as the hosting provider owns the 
server.  You only need to buy the phones, which are 
similar to the costs of phones in a traditional PBX 
system.  Depending on the size of your business, 
this can be a savings of $3,000 to $20,000 right 
from the start.  It also means that you don’t have an 
expensive server to depreciate over time.

Going forward, the monthly expenses are also 
lower than traditional phone service.  I have some 
customers who have saved 80%, with the average 
savings being around 50%.  This helps produce a 
fast return on your investment in new phones with 
a payback period of approximately 6 to 12 months.

Maintenance and infrastructure costs are also 
reduced, as Hosted VoIP uses your existing 
network infrastructure rather than a dedicated 
phone infrastructure. Since you don’t own the 
server, all server maintenance, updates, and 
upgrades are handled by your provider at no 
cost to you.  Cozzmic Communications goes one 
step further and includes system administration 
(adding extensions, updating auto attendants, etc.) 
at no additional cost.

Stay tuned for next month’s article where I’ll 
discuss how a Hosted VoIP system can also 
improve productivity!

Cozzmic Communications
519.756.0741

www.COZZMIC.com
facebook.com/cozzmicphone

ROB SIMMONS

BScene is proud to o�er advice from local experts for issues important to you. The advice provided is that of the participant and is not endorsed, nor does it necessarily reflect the opinion of BScene.
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WHY SHOPPING LOCALLY IS 
ABOUT MORE THAN MONEY 
AVERY KLOSS

🔗 ShopBrantford.com

We hear a lot of statistics about shopping locally and how it affects our 
local economy. For every dollar spent a local business — some statistic, 
somewhere says — 68 cents goes back to the local economy, versus 

the 43 cents a big box store gives back to the community. There are a number of 
different statistics like this, all from different sources, all claiming a different split 
of that dollar. No matter the numbers, the takeaway is important; money spent on 
locally-owned businesses helps boost our economy by keeping dollars local. But, 
it’s not the only important piece of the ‘Shop Local’ puzzle. What’s missing in these 
statistics is a sense of place, and what we call the “charm factor”. 

When someone from out of town comes to visit us and asks for the grand tour, 
what do we show them? We show them what makes our city special to us. Yes, the 
Grand River in all its glory. Yes, our beautiful hiking trails and breathtaking scenery. 
But, beyond those natural wonders we tour our friends around the places that make 
our city…. our city: the uniquely local businesses we are proud of. Our favourite 
independent coffee shop. The cute little stores that make our city special. The 
“hidden gem” restaurant with our favourite dish (that’s not even on the menu). We 
show them the places where our fondest memories are hosted. We don’t show our 
friends the big box store that looks eerily similar to the same big box store in their 
community, we show them our locally-owned, charming, independent businesses. 

It’s no surprise that it’s the local businesses we want to show off. After all, many 
of our fondest childhood memories were born at local businesses. Our childhood 
experience is filled with the businesses that entertained, fed and kept our families 
going. A freshly-juiced cup of apple cider by the fire, excitedly standing in line for 
a cone of soft serve under neon lights, celebrating a mini putt hole-in-one on a 
Saturday afternoon, skipping down the block with a precious coin to buy candy at 
the corner store, choosing a prize from the trunk after hopping out of the dentist’s 
chair; memories all made at local businesses. 

Local businesses offer us the opportunity to purchase goods and services close to 
home, but they give us much more than that. Shopping locally gives us the chance 
to engage in the community that we call home, to make memories that last a lifetime 
and to create connections with local business owners that make us proud to call 
Brant County home. Yes, shopping locally helps build our economy. Yes, it’s vitally 
important that we support local shops and service providers with our hard-earned 
dollars. But, it’s also about more than just the money. It’s about charm, character, 
personal connections and childhood memories. It’s about preserving the pieces of 
our community (and our childhood) that we are proud to show off to our friends. 

RENEE VANDERHARST

twitter @bbbsge

facebook bbbsge

🔗 bigdifference.ca 

THE GIFT OF MENTORING: 
NO BOW BIG ENOUGH
The Gift of Mentoring is the most meaningful gift you can give to a young person 

that is facing adversity and needs a caring and supportive relationship. Mentoring 

brings lasting change to children, families and entire communities. Here are just a 

few examples why:

CARING and COMPASSION: Children learn from the people around them, 

following the examples they see each day. Caring mentors model empathy, 

communication and respect, just by showing up and spending time with 

a young person. As a result, mentored children are less likely to develop 

negative behaviors like bullying and fighting. 66% of former mentees give 

back to their communities by volunteering and 77% donate to charity.

CONFIDENCE: We all want children to aim high, but many kids are afraid to 

fail. With the support of a mentor, children learn where their strengths are, and 

they’re empowered to try new things, safe in the knowledge that they’re not 

alone. Rather than shy away from challenges, mentored children have higher 

self-esteem, and develop a positive self-identity.

BRIGHTER FUTURES: Mentored children do better in school, earn more 

income in their working lives and are more likely to take on leadership roles 

than children who haven’t had the benefit of a mentor. Mentoring sets young 

people up for successes both large and small. Maybe success looks like a 

high-flying career. Maybe it’s finishing high school. Whatever a young person’s 

goals, we want to make sure they have a chance to achieve them. 

STRONG COMMUNITIES: Communities are strong when everyone feels a 

sense of belonging. That doesn’t happen by itself. One of the most impactful 

ways of affecting change in our community is by supporting youth, making 

sure they can realize their potential and become productive, responsible 

community members. It’s an investment that pays big dividends – for every 

dollar spent on mentoring, there’s an $18 social return on investment.

Over the course of the next six weeks Big Brothers Big Sisters of Grand Erie will be 

looking for new donations of time and money to help gift more local youth with a 

role model, mentor, and “Big”.

Learn more at www.bigdifference.ca  
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JASON FREEZE

The Brantford Golf & Country Club was bustling with fun and excitement on Saturday, 
November 12th for the inaugural UnMask Hunger - Masquerade Ball in support of 
the Brantford Food Bank.

Many local people were able to dress up and dance the night away, while making a 
difference in our community. Proceeds from the event are going toward the Brantford Food 
Bank which helps to feed over 1,000 families each month.

The event was created by Temple Swift Consulting and featured silent and live auctions, 
bands, dancing lessons, and great hospitality.

Congratulations to Temple and her team for creating such an amazing event!

Make sure to Be Seen Unmasking Hunger in our community this Holiday Season!

TEMPLE SWIFT

A special thanks to the Brantford Collegiate Institute, Art Department. This Mask Making 
Project was lead by Julie Neal, who through passion and drive behind encouraging the  
Mask Masking Club members daily to make over 100 masks for the #Unmask Hunger 
Masquerade Ball.  They also provided beautiful formally dressed volunteers for the Night of 
the Event. Thanks to Sylvie Lefebvre who was our stationed Photographer extraordinar, and 
Rylee Louckes, Janson Neal, and Molly Westbrook  who were greeters and mask sellers.  
Temple Swift wanted this to be a full community focused event, and by including the 
students at B.C.I. it helped it made them part of the success for the Food Bank.  The selling 
of these masks brought in an additional $460.00 ~but was priceless in adding of whimsical 
theatrics to the theme of the event! Thank-you!

UNMASK HUNGER MASQUERADE BALL

Photo: Temple Swift

Photo: Events with Evidence

Photo: Jason Freeze

Photo: Jason Freeze Photo: Jason Freeze

Photo: Jason Freeze
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2016

Visit BScene.ca/events for more information.

Send your event listing to events@Bscene.ca
Closing date for next edition: December 20

‘Twas the Month Before Christmas
Jason Freeze (originally printed in December 2015)

‘Twas the month before Christmas

and all through the county, 

people were stirring with all shopping bounty. 

Store owners made treats as quick as can be,

and people gobbled them up as if they were free. 

The houses were lit with lights all around, and minion 

figures were stuck in the ground. 

Visitors from all around with smiles so bright, 

came to Glenhyrst to see the Christmas lights. 

A breeze blew by bringing a nip in the air,

but the events continued without a care.

One by one the bazaars were run,

all making money while having lots of fun.

Baked goods were taken away in a flash,

all because of cinnamon’s dash.

Brantford’s Harmony Square was open for play,

as Santa came down the street in his sleigh.

The skaters whizzed by with glee and delight,

while watching the tree that shone so bright. 

Santa came down from the top of his float,

with a bright read hat and a great big coat.

Standing with the mayor who was on his right,

he declared Merry Christmas to all and to all a 

#BRANTastic night! 

BSCENE
PULL-OUT
EVENT GUIDE

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

ONGOING EVENTS

DEC 1 - 9 2016 Christmas Basket Program - Registration 75 Plant Farm Rd., Brantford Not For Profit

DEC 1 - 9 (M to F) Cuban Portraits (Yellow Brick Wall 
Exhibit)

Wilfrid Laurier University/97 Dalhousie St. 2nd floor 8:00 AM Exhibit/First Friday

DEC 1 - 16 Tyonatyerenhtòn:ne -They Were the First 
Exhibit

Woodland Cultural Centre Exhibit/First Friday

DEC 1 - 24 Paint the Town Red (United Way Brant)) various restaurants Comm. Event/Fundraiser

DEC 1 - JAN 1 Brantford Lights at Glenhyrst Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 06:00 PM Glenhyrst Art Gallery

DEC 2 - 9 Registration for Christmas Hamper Program 187 Dalhousie St., Brantford 9:00 AM Not For Profit

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1

55+ Drop In Badminton Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 10:00 AM Six Nations

Red Scarf Campaign Veterans Park, Ohsweken 11:30 AM Six Nations

Fish & Chips Knights of Columbus Hall 04:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Brantford Poetry Workshop Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:00 PM Library

Coffee Filter Wreath with Kelly Cty. of Brant Public Library (Burford) 06:00 PM Library

Elvis Wonderful World of Christmas Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 06:00 PM Music

Overcomers Meeting New City Church 07:00 PM Meeting

The Nutcracker Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:00 PM Plays/Ballet etc.

The Mushy Peez The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment

Trivia McGonagalls Pub 08:00 PM Entertainment

Open Mic Jam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

Evan Champagne Buck’s Tavern 09:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2

Brantford Potters Guild Christmas Sale Woodman Park Comm. Centre 12:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Youth Drop In Social Services Gym 05:30 PM Six Nations

Brandon Corke The Cedar House Grill and Martini Bar 07:00 PM Entertainment

The Spell of Sleeping Beauty Sydenham-Heritage United Church 07:00 PM Plays, Ballet etc.

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 08:00 PM Music

Chris Strei The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Karaoke Myra’s Bar & Grill 08:30 PM Entertainment

Vanyah The Duke on Park 08:30 PM Entertainment

Hank Gets Dusted Brando’s On Market 09:00 PM Entertainment

Racoon Wedding/WHOOP-szo/PERSONS/Guy Madonna The Creamery Family Pub & Eatery 09:00 PM Entertainment

Rufus John Show & Guitarist Our Place Lounge and Eatery 09:00 PM Entertainment

Tanya Marie Harris Buck’s Tavern 010:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3

Brantford Dog Show Brantford and District Civic Centre 8:00 AM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Blood Donor Clinic Branlyn Community Centre 8:30 AM Blood Donor Clinic

Art Show & Sale The Paris Wincey Mills Co (2nd floor) 9:00 AM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Brantford Potters Guild Christmas Sale Woodman Park Comm. Centre 9:00 AM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Multi Vendor Expo Paris Fairgrounds 10:00 AM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

International Day of Persons with Disabilities Brant Sports Complex 12:00 PM Sports/Fitness

Cory Mercer (Acoustic Cafe) The Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Music

Mindful Relaxation Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch) 02:00 PM Library

Puzzle Solvers Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:00 PM Library

Loose Change The Creamery Family Pub & Eatery 03:00 PM Entertainment

Wild T Brando’s On Market 03:00 PM Entertainment

CC & The Boys Myra’s Bar & Grill 05:00 PM Entertainment

Santa Claus Parade Paris 06:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Beginner Skate (standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:00 PM Six Nations

Hallelujah Christmas YES Church 07:00 PM Music

Karaoke Our Place Lounge and Eatery 07:00 PM Entertainment

The Spell of Sleeping Beauty Sydenham-Heritage United Church 07:00 PM Plays, Ballet etc.

Public Skate (no standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:30 PM Six Nations

Bar Flys Take A Break 08:00 PM Entertainment

Zachary Erickson Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Dan Walsh McGonagalls Pub 09:00 PM Entertainment

Pay No Mind & House of Haunt from TO Our Place Lounge and Eatery 09:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke Buck’s Tavern 09:30 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4

Brantford Dog Show Brantford and District Civic Centre 8:00 AM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Multi Vendor Expo Paris Fairgrounds 10:00 AM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM Amtgard

Brantford Potters Guild Christmas Sale Woodman Park Comm. Centre 12:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Smokies & the Bear CD Release Tour Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 12:00 PM Entertainment

Family Karaoke Our Place Lounge and Eatery 03:00 PM Entertainment

Sunday Serenade New Covenant Church 03:00 PM Music

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 07:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5

Haudenosaunee Legal Principles & Application Six Nations Tourism Building 9:00 AM Six Nations

Mental Health First Aid Training (& Dec. 6) White Pines Wellness Centre (2nd floor) 9:00 AM Six Nations

Ohahase Day Treatment Program New Directions Group 9:00 AM Six Nations

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Restorative Meditation Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:00 PM Library

Drop In Badminton Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 07:00 PM Six Nations

Let’s Yoga Together Community Night Mistico Mimi Wellness Centre 07:00 PM Classes

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment
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EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

TUESSDAY, DECEMBER 6

SNEC’s Justice Program (& Dec. 7,8 & 9) Six Nations Social Services ADR House 9:00 AM Six Nations

55+ Drop In Pickle Ball Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 10:00 AM Six Nations

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 10:00 AM Meeting

Blood Donor Clinic Brantford & District Civic Centre 01:30 PM Blood Donor Clinic

G Pinto with Live Band Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 02:00 PM Music

Holiday Photos Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:30 PM Library

Job Search Strategies (Employment Workshop Series) Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:30 PM Library

Family Swim Splash Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 07:00 PM Six Nations

Ladies Drop In Volleyball Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 07:00 PM Six Nations

British Study Group Meeting (genealogy) 118 Powerline Rd., Brantford 07:30 PM Meeting

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7

Stars & Strollers Cineplex Cinemas Ancaster (formerly SilverCity Ancaster) TBA Six Nations

Safe Food Handling Course Gane Yohs Boardroom 8:00 AM Six Nations

Ohahase Day Treatment Program New Directions Group 9:00 AM Six Nations

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

SafeTALK Training White Pines Wellness Centre (2nd floor) 01:00 PM Six Nations

Fempower Group For Young Moms Stoneridge Resource Centre 05:00 PM Six Nations

Karaoke Our Place Lounge and Eatery 07:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:00 PM Entertainment

Belly Laffs Comedy Show Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8

Mental Health First Aid Training (& Dec. 9) White Pines Wellness Centre (2nd floor) 9:00 AM Six Nations

55+ Drop In Badminton Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 10:00 AM Six Nations

Blood Donor Clinic Burford Comm. Clinics/Burford Fairgrounds 03:00 PM Blood Donor Clinic

Fish & Chips Knights of Columbus Hall 04:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Coffee Filter Wreath with Kelly Cty. of Brant Public Library (St. George) 06:00 PM Library

Making Memories New Directions Group (back parking lot) 06:00 PM Six Nations

2016 Murder Mystery Dinner Show Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 06:30 PM Entertainment

Snowman Painting Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:30 PM Library

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 07:00 PM Meeting

Trivia McGonagalls Pub 08:00 PM Entertainment

Open Mic Jam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

Cory Mercer Buck’s Tavern 09:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9

Youth and Elder’s Conference Six Nations Polytechnic 9:00 AM Six Nations

Christmas Salt Dough Ornaments Gahwajiya:de’ Detenatgwa’ta (Family Gatherings) 10:00 AM Six Nations

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Sean Lemp on Keyboard Myra’s Bar & Grill 05:00 PM Entertainment

Chandler Berardi The Cedar House Grill and Martini Bar 07:00 PM Entertainment

The Spell of Sleeping Beauty Sydenham-Heritage United Church 07:00 PM Plays, Ballet etc.

Mudmen Concert Brant Artillery Gunner’s Club Unit 21 07:30 PM Entertainment

Missy Bauman Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:00 PM Entertainment

Nolan Hubbard The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Entertainment Brando’s On Market 09:00 PM Entertainment

Hip Hop Night “Skinny Beatz & Bell City Battles” Our Place Lounge and Eatery 09:00 PM Entertainment

Arctic Cowboys Buck’s Tavern 010:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10

Breakfast With Santa South Dumfries Comm. Centre, St. George 8:00 AM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Youth and Elder’s Conference Six Nations Polytechnic 9:00 AM Six Nations

Prenatal Classes Six Nations Birthing Centre 9:30 AM Six Nations

Christmas Family Baking
Gahwajiya:de’ Detenatgwa’ta (Six Nations Childcare 
Resource Centre)

10:00 AM Six Nations

Victorian Christmas at Addie’s Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Homestead 01:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Strategic Reading for Writers County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 01:30 PM Library

Gift Tags Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:00 PM Library

Michael Maguire (Acoustic Cafe) The Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Music

Dirty Laundry Brando’s On Market 03:00 PM Entertainment

Santa Claus Parade Burford 05:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Sean Lemp on Keyboard Myra’s Bar & Grill 05:00 PM Entertainment

Santa Claus Parade St. George 06:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Beginner Skate (standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:00 PM Six Nations

Karaoke Our Place Lounge and Eatery 07:00 PM Entertainment

The Spell of Sleeping Beauty Sydenham-Heritage United Church 07:00 PM Plays, Ballet etc.

Public Skate (no standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:30 PM Six Nations

Silver Bells (BSO) Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:30 PM Music

Hayley Verrall Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:00 PM Entertainment

The Telephone City Christmas Party & Toy Drive Army, Navy & Airforce Club 08:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

$50 cash prize Comedy Contest Our Place Lounge and Eatery 09:00 PM Entertainment

The Golden Ticket McGonagalls Pub 09:00 PM Entertainment

Ugly Xmas Sweater Karaoke Party Buck’s Tavern 09:30 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11

Prenatal Classes Six Nations Birthing Centre 9:30 AM Six Nations

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM Amtgard

Family Karaoke Our Place Lounge and Eatery 03:00 PM Entertainment

2016 Murder Mystery Dinner Show Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 06:30 PM Entertainment

Gerital Christmas Choral Spectacular Harmony United Church 07:00 PM Music

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 07:00 PM Entertainment
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276
EVENTS

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12

Holiday Caroling Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 10:30 AM Library

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Drop In Badminton Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 07:00 PM Six Nations

Brantford Writers’ Circle Brantford Station Coffee House & Gallery 07:00 PM Meeting

Let’s Yoga Together Community Night Mistico Mimi Wellness Centre 07:00 PM Classes

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13

3 Day Charity Event for Salvation Army, Swear Night The Rose & Thistle Entertainment

55+ Drop In Pickle Ball Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 10:00 AM Six Nations

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 10:00 AM Meeting

Holiday Photos Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:30 PM Library

Family Swim Splash Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 07:00 PM Six Nations

Ladies Drop In Volleyball Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 07:00 PM Six Nations

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14

3 Day Charity Event for Salvation Army, Holiday Karaoke The Rose & Thistle Entertainment

Infant Craft Time
Gahwajiya:de’ Detenatgwa’ta (formerly Six Nations Child-
care Resource Centre)

10:00 AM Six Nations

Snowflake Stories (ages 0-6) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 10:30 AM Library

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Seasonal Celebration Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:30 PM Library

Fempower Group For Young Moms Stoneridge Resource Centre 05:00 PM Six Nations

Karaoke Our Place Lounge and Eatery 07:00 PM Entertainment

Trivia Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 07:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:00 PM Entertainment

#LOL Comedy Show Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 09:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15

3 Day Charity Event for Salvation Army, Special Dinner The Rose & Thistle Entertainment

55+ Drop In Badminton Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 10:00 AM Six Nations

Family History Group Meeting (genealogy) 118 Powerline Rd., Brantford 10:00 AM Meeting

Fish & Chips Knights of Columbus Hall 04:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Snowman Painting Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:30 PM Library

DT Concert Series: Danny Michel Arlington Hotel & Dominion Telegraph Event Centre 07:00 PM Music

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 07:00 PM Meeting

The Mushy Peez The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment

Trivia McGonagalls Pub 08:00 PM Entertainment

Open Mic Jam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

Steve McMullen Buck’s Tavern 09:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

2016 Murder Mystery Dinner Show Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 06:30 PM Entertainment

John Ladds The Cedar House Grill and Martini Bar 07:00 PM Entertainment

Bethany & Mikie Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 08:00 PM Music

Chris Strei The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Karaoke Myra’s Bar & Grill 08:30 PM Entertainment

Deluxe Drive Brando’s On Market 09:00 PM Entertainment

Evermile Buck’s Tavern 010:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17

Breakfast with Santa The Rose & Thistle 8:00 AM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Diversity (Acoustic Cafe) The Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Music

Mindful Relaxation Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:00 PM Library

Craig Cardiff Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 03:00 PM Entertainment

Trick Bag Brando’s On Market 03:00 PM Entertainment

The Boys On Keyboard & Sax Myra’s Bar & Grill 05:00 PM Entertainment

A Celtic Family Christmas (MacMaster & Leahy) Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:00 PM Music

Beginner Skate (standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:00 PM Six Nations

Karaoke Our Place Lounge and Eatery 07:00 PM Entertainment

Together for Christmas Sydenham-Heritage United Church 07:00 PM Music

Public Skate (no standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:30 PM Six Nations

Craig Cardiff Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Sticks & Stones McGonagalls Pub 09:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke Buck’s Tavern 09:30 PM Entertainment

The Night Shift Band Frankie’s Hometown Tavern 09:30 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM Amtgard

Family Karaoke Our Place Lounge and Eatery 03:00 PM Entertainment

A Christmas Carol Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:00 PM Plays/Ballet etc.

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 07:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Blood Donor Clinic Paris Fairgrounds 02:00 PM Blood Donor Clinic

National Film Club @ BPL Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:00 PM Library

National Film Club @ BPL Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:30 PM Library

Drop In Badminton Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 07:00 PM Six Nations

Let’s Yoga Together Community Night Mistico Mimi Wellness Centre 07:00 PM Classes

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment
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‘TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS
By Clement Clarke Moore

‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there;

The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads;

And mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I in my cap,
Had just settled down for a long winter’s nap,

When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,
I sprang from the bed to see what was the matter.

Away to the window I flew like a flash,
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects below,

When, what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But a miniature sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer,

With a little old driver, so lively and quick,
I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.

More rapid than eagles his coursers they came,
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name;

“Now, DASHER! now, DANCER! now, PRANCER and VIXEN!
On, COMET! on CUPID! on, DONDER and BLITZEN!

To the top of the porch! to the top of the wall!
Now dash away! dash away! dash away all!”

As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky,

So up to the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleigh full of toys, and St. Nicholas too.

And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the roof
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof.

As I drew in my hand, and was turning around,
Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound.

He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot;

A bundle of toys he had flung on his back,
And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.

His eyes -- how they twinkled! his dimples how merry!
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!

His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,
And the beard of his chin was as white as the snow;

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,
And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath;

He had a broad face and a little round belly,
That shook, when he laughed like a bowlful of jelly.

He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf,
And I laughed when I saw him, in spite of myself;

A wink of his eye and a twist of his head,
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread;

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk,

And laying his finger aside of his nose,
And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose;

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle.

But I heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight,
HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL, AND TO ALL A GOOD-NIGHT!

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20

55+ Drop In Pickle Ball Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 10:00 AM Six Nations

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 10:00 AM Meeting

Brantford Writers’ Circle: Creative Support Circle Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:00 PM Library

Holiday Photos Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:30 PM Library

Family Swim Splash Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 07:00 PM Six Nations

Ladies Drop In Volleyball Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 07:00 PM Six Nations

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Karaoke Our Place Lounge and Eatery 07:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:00 PM Entertainment

Belly Laffs Comedy Show Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22

55+ Drop In Badminton Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 10:00 AM Six Nations

Gingerbread House Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch) 10:30 AM Library

Blood Donor Clinic Woodman Park Community Centre 02:30 PM Blood Donor Clinic

Fish & Chips Knights of Columbus Hall 04:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Snowman Painting Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:30 PM Library

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 07:00 PM Meeting

Open Mic New Year’s Party Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

Darren Beaudreau Buck’s Tavern 09:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Less Than Three The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Cory Mercer Solo Our Place Lounge and Eatery 09:00 PM Entertainment

Klawz Brando’s On Market 09:00 PM Entertainment

Ray Darren Band Buck’s Tavern 010:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE

Christmas Eve Day Party w Steve McMullen Buck’s Tavern 12:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 02:00 PM Entertainment

Beginner Skate (standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:00 PM Six Nations

Karaoke Our Place Lounge and Eatery 07:00 PM Entertainment

Public Skate (no standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:30 PM Six Nations

The Eve with Elmo McGonagalls Pub 08:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM Amtgard

Family Karaoke Our Place Lounge and Eatery 03:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment

TUESSDAY, DECEMBER 27

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 10:00 AM Meeting

Family Swim Splash Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 07:00 PM Six Nations

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28

Family Swim Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 11:30 AM Six Nations

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Karaoke Our Place Lounge and Eatery 07:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29

Fish & Chips Knights of Columbus Hall 04:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 07:00 PM Meeting

Caleb Turgeon Buck’s Tavern 09:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

OUTERBRIDGE - Clockwork Mysteries Grand Masters 
of Illusion

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 06:30 PM Plays/Ballet etc.

Josh Grant The Cedar House Grill and Martini Bar 07:00 PM Entertainment

Chandler Berardi The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

BarCode The Creamery Family Pub & Eatery 09:00 PM Entertainment

Jack Sith Brando’s On Market 09:00 PM Entertainment

Siren Song Buck’s Tavern 010:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 - NEW YEARS EVE

New Year’s Eve with Classical Guitarist Juneyt Myra’s Bar & Grill 05:00 PM Entertainment

New Year’s Eve Gala Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 06:30 PM Entertainment

Beginner Skate (standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:00 PM Six Nations

Karaoke Our Place Lounge and Eatery 07:00 PM Entertainment

Ring in the New Year w Chandler Berardi The Cedar House Grill & Martini Bar 07:00 PM Entertainment

Public Skate (no standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:30 PM Six Nations

Crew Year’s Eve Brantford Golf and Country Club 08:00 PM Entertainment

New Year’s Eve Dinner Party w Jimmy Breeze The Rose & Thistle 08:00 PM Entertainment

New Year’s Eve in Harmony Square Harmony Square, Brantford 08:30 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2017 - NEW YEARS DAY

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM Amtgard

MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 2017

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2017

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 10:00 AM Meeting

Blood Donor Clinic Brantford & District Civic Centre 01:30 PM Blood Donor Clinic

Corn Soup Stories Gahwajiya”de’ Detenatgwa’ta (Family Gatherings) 05:00 PM Six Nations

Family Swim Splash Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 07:00 PM Six Nations

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2017

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations
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Comedy Scene DEAN ELLIS

UPSTANDING COMEDY

BELLY
LAFFS

TURNT UP COMEDY
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INDUSTRY

After the First World War, civic enthusiasm was 
great and there was a sense that prosperous 
times and growth would continue, employment 
would grow, and the number of people on relief 
would diminish. Local industry retooled for a post 
war boom and the city reviewed their list of civic 
projects put on hold during the war.

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics reported as of 
1918 that Brantford ranked fourth in the country 
in the export of manufactured goods, eighth in the 
amount of salaries and wages paid, and eleventh 
in the number of employees.

Brantford boomed after the war because the 
city’s Industrial Commission aggressively pursued 
new businesses. The following companies set 
up operations after the war: Robbins & Myers, 
Bluebird Appliances, S.C. Johnson Company, 
Holstein Friesen Company, and A.C. Spark 
Plug Company, and Slingsby’s announced 
an expansion. By the end of 1920, although 
the unemployment rate was negligible, those 
requiring relief was increasing, likely caused by 
workers moving into the city because of the 
prospects of jobs only to find few available. As 
orders that flowed into the city’s factories slowed, 
the companies were expecting an economic 
slowdown and indeed in 1921 it happened. As 
relief rolls swelled, the city undertook relief work 
projects constructing sidewalks and sewers in 
Eagle Place and the reconstruction of the Murray 
Street bridge. In 1920, Buck Stove Works was 
sold to the McClary Company of London, Ont. 
The company continued to expand in the 1920s 
but closed down entirely in 1931. Brandon Shoe 

Company never rebuilt after its fire in March of 
1923. Canadian Machine Telephone Company 
closed, and the Wm. Patterson Company was 
forced into bankruptcy, it reorganised and 
reopened and then was sold to George Weston 
by the end of the decade. This factory remained in 
operation until 1976.

In 1925 the economic situation started to improve, 
unemployment declined and the relief rolls grew 
smaller. By 1927 Harding Carpets, E.A. Gunther 
Company, and the Huron Cordage Company 
began operations. Orders for manufactured goods 
were increasing. Expansions were underway at the 

Dominion Flour Mills, Verity Works, and Niagara 
Silk. Tariffs on agricultural implements were 
lowered a few times during the decade making 
business tougher for this sector of industry, but 
they successfully adapted.

CITY CHANGES

The Lorne Bridge was a safety concern to the 
city yet council continued to put off any action 
to rebuild or replace the bridge. When a road 
roller crossed the bridge, all traffic had to be 
stopped so the roller was the sole occupant of 
the bridge. Money for a new bridge was approved 
by ratepayers in 1920 but inaction continued 
because of concerns regarding the cost and the 
type of bridge to be built, iron or concrete. Finally 
in 1922 council approved the construction of 
a new reinforced concrete bridge. Port Arthur 
Construction won the contract in March 1923. 
The bridge was largely completed by January 
1924 and opened to traffic. The official opening 
occurred on 11-August-1924, with Lieutenant-
Governor Harry Cockshutt cutting the ribbon.

The city saw little boundary expansion since 1891. 
In 1908, the portion of Holmedale west of Morrell 
Street and south of Dufferin Avenue, including 
Waterworks Park and in 1914 Westmount 
Boulevard were annexed. In 1920, the Parkdale 
(the area south of Aberdeen Avenue and west of 
Erie Avenue) and Bellview (south of Emilie Street 
between Erie Avenue and Mohawk Street) areas 
of Eagle Place were annexed. The folks in the 
Grandview district, centred around Grandview 
School on North Park St, resisted annexation and 
did not become part of the city until 1954.

The debate regarding what to do with City Hall 
and the Market Square continued to rage after 
the war and throughout the 1920s. Even though 
City Hall was voted the City’s greatest eyesore, no 
progress on these two files were made.

On 28-December-1918 the Brantford Courier, 

the voice of the Conservative party in Brantford, 
ceased publication. The paper began in 1833 as 
The Sentinel.

Horse drawn cabs and livery stables began to 
disappear. The automobile had clearly taken hold. 
The popularity of the Saturday Night Parade, which 
saw a crush of people descend on the downtown, 
was joined by increasing automobile traffic.

A housing shortage continued in Brantford 
throughout the 1920s. It followed the ups and 
downs of the industrial economic cycle. Factories 
experienced difficulties attracting new workers as 
they expanded and new ones were built. Building 

apartment buildings to alleviate the shortage 
was not welcomed for fear they would turn into 
overcrowded tenement slums. However by the 
end of the 1920s apartment buildings started to 
appear.

Brantford’s immigrant population, i.e. non-British 
immigrants, continued to remain a convenient 
target for blame when the occasion arose. They 
were seen as competitors for jobs. The city police 
commissioners wanted these “enemy aliens” in 
the city deported. Although nothing came of the 
matter, their request was endorsed by city council.

Although prohibition was repealed federally 
in 1919, it continued in Ontario. A number of 
referendums were held in the early 1920s and 
all were defeated in Brantford. In May-1925 the 
Liquor Control Act was passed in the provincial 
parliament and local hotels started selling beer 
again.

On 10-June-1925 the United Church of Canada 
was created with the merger of the Presbyterian, 
Methodist, and Congregational churches.

The City agonized whether to adopt daylight 
savings time. It was not popular with the citizens 
of Brantford. Every time this issue appeared on 
the ballot it was defeated but it was continually 
resurrected. In 1929 the motion was finally 
approved.

ROADS

After the war, two toll roads in the area remained. 
In 1918, the Paris Road and then in 1920 the 
Cockshutt Road became public roads.

The first manually operated traffic control signals 
were installed on Market Street at Dalhousie 
Street and Colborne Street in 1920. In 1927 
automated signals were installed. Stop signs were 
introduced in 1925.

As automobile use dramatically increased, 
improved road links with surrounding 
municipalities resumed after being stalled 
during the war years. In July 1921 the province 
began work to build a new road to Hamilton. This 
concrete highway was completed in August 1922. 

In December 1923 a new concrete highway was 
completed to Paris. These roads, once known as 
Highway 2, have since been bypassed by Highway 
403. The bow string bridge over Fairchild Creek 
along Highway 2 was built in 1931 and is still in 
service. It was rehabilitated rather than replaced 
in 2006.

STREET RAILWAY

The street railway expanded to meet the demands 
of passengers. Service was extended to Terrace 
Hill, a new loop was built in Eagle Place, the 
Holmedale line was extended, and service was 
reintroduced to West Brant over the new Lorne 
Bridge to replace the bus service that replaced 
the street cars over the old, failing Lorne Bridge. 
Even though the system was expanded ridership 
declined during the economic downturn at the 
beginning of the decade. Increased automobile 
registration and a growing number of taxi cabs 
operating in the city had a negative impact on 
ridership. Compounding the problem was that 
the system grew too big in size which adversely 
impacted passenger’s travel times. The street 
railway was never able to recover its operating 
costs, even after wage and staff reductions were 
implemented. Brantford Transit deals with similar 
problems today.

AIRPORT

Brantford’s first airport, or air harbour as it was 
called then, was developed on 85 acres of land 
on what was then called the St George Rd, now 
known as King George Road, in 1929. The facility 
was located where the Home Hardware and 
Fairview School are now.

WAR MEMORIAL

A priority for the city was the creation of some 
form of memorial to commemorate the over 600 
soldiers and nurses who died in the war. In 1921 a 
War Memorial Association was formed to plan the 
building of a memorial. Their task was to consider 
the form, location, and financing of the memorial. 
A hospital, a new City Hall, and a monument were 
all considered. In 1923 a memorial was proposed 
on land near the Armoury that would include park 
land and a provision for a future City Hall, financed 

A LOOK BACK

Map showing the Street Railway System. The system reached 51 of 57 factories in the city.

BRANTFORD 
IN THE 1920’s

Submitted Photos
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1.800.265.0710 | 519.758.8090 | sandersoncentre.ca

The Nutcracker 
Thursday December 1 | 7:00 PM

G Pinto - With Live Band and Special Guests
Tuesday December 6 | 2:00 PM 

Natalie MacMaster & Donnell Leahy Presents 
A Celtic Family Christmas 
Saturday December 17 7:00 PM

A Christmas Carol 
Sunday December 18 | 7:00 PM

OUTERBRIDGE – Clockwork Mysteries 
Ted and Marion Outerbridge  
Friday December 30 | 6:30 PM

This is That
Sunday January 22 | 7:00 PM

Classic Albums Live presents Eagles 
– Hotel California  
Friday February 3 | 8:00 PM

Tea Party Transmission Tour
Friday February 17 | 8:00 PM

The Life of Santee Smith 
Tuesday March 14 | 8:00 PM  | Main Lobby

Dada 
Wednesday March 15  | 1:30 PM

Rhythm of the Dance 
Thursday March 16 | 2:00 PM

Comedy in Motion with Bob Cates 
Sunday March 19 | 3:00 PM

The Honouring  
Wednesday March 22 | 7:00 PM

Terri Clark 
Wednesday March 29 | 8:00 PM

Just for Laughs Comedy Tour
(Warning! Adult content)
 Tuesday April 4 | 8:00 PM

Classic Albums Live presents 
Pink Floyd Dark Side of the Moon 
Thursday April 6 | 8:00 PM

Pauly and the Goodfellas 
Tuesday April 11 | 2:00 PM 

Trans-Canada Highwaymen with 
Berg, Northey, Murphy and Page 
Wednesday April 26 | 8:00 PM

Pavlo
Wednesday May 3 | 8:00 PM | Main Lobby 

Strings Attached 
Thursday May 4  | 7:00 PM

Voices of Showtime 
Wednesday May 17 | 2:00 PM

Big Band on Broadway  
Tuesday May 30 | 7:00 PM

The Bob Marley All-Star Show 
40th Anniversary  
Friday June 2 | 8:00 PM

2016 2017 
SEASON

by a fundraising campaign. Given the state of the 
economy at this time, the plan was placed on hold. 
Instead a small cenotaph was provided by the 
Independent Order of the Daughters of the Empire 
(I.O.D.E.) in the Armouries Gore Park across from 
the Armoury. This memorial now resides in Tom 
Thumb Park, a block to the west, in order to make 
room for the Brantford Walk of Fame. In 1927, with 
an improving economy, the fundraising campaign 
for the memorial was launched and Canadian 
sculptor W.S. (Walter) Allward was commissioned 
to design the Brant County War Memorial. Allward 
designed the Bell Memorial and the Vimy Ridge 
monument. The memorial was dedicated in 
1933. The Memorial Gallery surrounding the war 
memorial was dedicated on 2-July-1954. The 
figures representing the men and women who 
served was unveiled on 12-Sep-1992.

GOVERNMENT

Civic elections occurred yearly. Mayors typically 
served for only two terms. When Morrison Mann 
MacBride tried to secure a fourth consecutive 
term in 1921 The Expositor launched an all-out 
campaign against MacBride. The newspaper’s 
position was that “The Brantford mayoralty should 
not be made a life job for any man”. MacBridge was 
reelected as mayor in 1925.

In 1921, city industrialist Harry Cockshutt was 
appointed the Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario, 
a position he filled until 1927. Harry brought 
informality to the position and travelled extensively 
around the province promoting unity within the 
province, the county, and the Empire. Cockshutt 
revolutionised the office in Ontario. Regarding 
his tenure, The Globe wrote, “Col. Cockshutt has 
broadened that function materially and most 
acceptably…Old prejudices have been broken 
and new interest created in the other fellow’s 
problems.”

PUBLIC HEALTH

On the health front, the city lived with an overtaxed 
hospital. This was most noticeable when flu 
outbreaks struck the city. Although no major 

expansion of the hospital occurred, an x-ray 
department was installed in 1923 and a crippled 
children’s wing opened in 1927. The stock market 
crash in 1929 scuttled expansion plans the 
hospital’s Board of Governors were contemplating.

Two contentious public health issues of the day 
were smallpox vaccinations for school children 
and pasteurisation of milk. Both were rejected 
by the citizens. Parents saw vaccinations as an 
assault against their defenceless children. The 
Medical Officer of Health saw it as a solution to 
minimise the outbreak of the disease among 
school children. The pasteurisation question was 
solved in 1921 when the city ordered that all milk 
sold in the city had to be pasteurised or be fresh 
milk from tuberculin-tested cows.

EDUCATION

Overcrowding at schools was common 
throughout this period. It was particularly acute at 
Brantford Collegiate Institute. In the early 1920s 
the province increased the age a student had to 
be before they could leave school. This resulted 
in enrolment at BCI going from 565 in 1920 to 
over 900 in 1923. Overflow space was opened 
up in Grace Anglican Church, St Jude’s Anglican 
Church and Central School. In 1924 a new wing 
was opened at BCI with eight classrooms and 
two woodworking shops. A technical wing and 
an improved auditorium opened in 1929 and the 
school could now accommodate 1,500 students.

Conditions at elementary schools were such that 
in 1919 the system could not accommodate 153 
children. To rectify this situation Major Ballachey 
School on Rawdon Street opened in 1919, 
Graham Bell School on Grand Street opened 
in 1923, and Riverview Public School on Wade 
Avenue opened in 1924. Major Ballachey and 
Graham Bell are still in operation. Riverview closed 
in 2006. The Catholic Board opened St. Ann’s 
School on Pearl St. in 1923. St. Ann’s closed, along 
with St. Basil’s (1910), in 1978. Health and schools 
became more closely aligned in the 1920s as 
more extensive medical inspections of school 
children began to be conducted in schools.

ENTERTAINMENT

The Temple Theatre, a 1,600 seat theatre, 
designed by Thomas Lamb, a New York architect, 
opened on 22-December-1919. The theatre 
offered a programme of vaudeville and silent films. 
In 1929 Famous Players purchased the theatre 
and made it one of the first theatres in Ontario 
wired for sound. It was renamed the Capital in 
1931. The City purchased the theatre in 1986 
and on 11-December-1989 it was renamed the 
Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts.

A municipal swimming pool opened in 1923, at 
the location of where Waterworks Park is today. In 
1929 it was named Earl Haig Park. This provided 
a safer alternative to the Grand River. The park 
also had a merry-go-round, a dance pavilion, 
and games of chance. The YMCA, built in 1912, 
contained an indoor swimming pool. Also in 1923 
development started on Arrowdale Golf Course on 
Stanley and Elgin Streets. The golf course opened 
in 1927. Improvements continued to be made 
to Mohawk Park that focused on picnickers and 
tourist campers. A dance pavilion and boathouse 
were constructed and the sports fields where 
upgraded but the park never regained its pre-war 
prominence.

ARCTIC ARENA

Brantford’s first artificial ice surface was built by 
Ellston Cooper, owner of the Arctic Ice Company. 
The Arctic Arena opened on 27-Dec-1926. It sat 
3,500.The arena was located at the bottom of the 
West Street hill, across from Harris Street. Until 
this arena opened, Brantford only had the natural 
ice surface of the Alfred Street Arena, which 
opened in 1912. The Arctic Arena was demolished 
in May-1968 after the Brantford & District Civic 
Centre opened on 25-March-1967.

RADIO

In 1922, Tom Brown received an amateur 
experimental broadcast licence and started his 

radio broadcast experiments over station 3TP. In 
1926 Brown began broadcasting as an amateur 
station under the call sign 10BQ. 10BQ was known 
as the “Little Station on the ‘ill”, and was located 
at 12 Terrace Hill Street kitty-corner from the 
hospital. 10BQ remained on the air until June-
1934 when its licence was suddenly cancelled by 
the Canadian Radio Commission.

Brantford’s first commercial radio station CFGC 
began broadcasting on 17-March-1926, out 
of a studio in the Hotel Kerby. Due to financial 
difficulties the station’s final day of broadcast was 
5-June-1927. CFGC stood for Canada’s Finest 
Growing City.

CKCR started broadcasting from the home of 
owner John D Paterson in St. George in March 
1926. A studio was then established above the 
Bank of Montreal on Main St. In January-1928 a 
fire destroyed the studio and shortly thereafter it 
moved to the 4th floor of the Arcade Building in 
Brantford, at the corner of Colborne and Queen 
Streets. The station continually experienced  
trouble finding sponsors and advertisers in 
Brantford so in 1929 the station was sold to 
Kitchener interest and on 22-July-1929 began 
broadcasting from Kitchener. In 1965 CKCR 
became CHYM, and in 1992 CKGL.

In 1923, Wallace Russ began broadcasting from 
his living room in Preston, Ontario. This was the 
beginning of CKPC. In 1927 Cyrus Dolph bought 
the station and continued broadcasting from 
Preston. In 1933 Dolph sold the station to his 
daughter Florence Buchanan and she moved the 
station to Brantford. CKPC began broadcasting 
from the old CKCR studios in the Arcade Building 
on 29-Dec-1933. The PC of CKPC stands for 
Preston, Canada. CKPC stills operates today from 
its studios on West Street, although the station is 
no longer locally owned.

The 1920s were a period of growth and optimism 
for Brantford but the city’s star position as 
one of largest industrial centres with respect 
to manufacturing exports started to diminish, 
superseded by other cities in the country.
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Getting Ready for 2017

There has been a lot of Theatrical activity since the last 

BScene publication date in Brantford and Brant County and a 

lot more to come in 2017.

3 NIGHTS OF TERROR HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL
This first ever multimedia event, spanning over the three 

nights during the Halloween weekend, featured radio plays, 

visuals, and movies. Although attendance was low the new 

drama group, Theatre On The Grand, felt good about their 

radio play idea and plan to continue with it next year. 

Friday Oct. 28 featured Frankenstein; Saturday featured 

Dracula; and Sunday featured the work of Edgar Allen Poe. 

Brantford Town Cryer, David V. McKee, did a wonderful 

rendition of The Raven. A dramatization of The Black Cat 

and The Tell Tale Heart were also read that night and classic 

black and white movies were shown after the plays.

SALT BABY 
Originally premiering in Kitchener, SALT BABY appeared 

at the Woodland Cultural Centre on Oct. 27 and 28. The 

90-minute theatrical presentation of Falen Johnson’s 

features the main character named Salt Baby. A young 

Mohawk/Tuscarora woman from Six Nations who is 

struggling to fit in both on the Rez and in the city. She is told 

she looks “white” wherever she goes. She takes a personal 

quest into her identity, her history and her relationships as a 

mixed-blood indigenous person in today’s society. Johnson 

says the work is meant to empower understanding of each 

other.

Salt Baby, is a slang term used for indigenous children born 

of mixed heritage and Johnson describes herself as such. 

Johnson works in theatre, mainly as a playwright and her first 

play SALT BABY has been well received. It has toured across 

the country, from the Yukon to Six Nations, and has had 

multiple readings. 

VETERAN OF VIMY by Vincent Ball
Appropriate for the day before Remembrance Day, Vincent 

Ball in conjunction with local historian Geoffrey Moyer, the 

Great War Centenary Association, members of the Brant 

Historical Society, and Brant Theatre Workshops (BTW) 

presented a reading of his second play of a trilogy, VETERAN 

OF VIMY in the Sanderson Centre Lobby on November 10, 

2016.

This play follows, DOING OUR BIT, Ball’s first play in the 

trilogy, which has been performed at the Sanderson Centre, 

has been published by the Historical Society.

A performance of VETERAN OF VIMY is planned for April in 

conjunction with the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Vimy 

Ridge.

Returned is the character of Kirby, who is now a BCI grad and 

about to head to Waterloo Lutheran University where he’s 

going to learn more about the war.

The play introduces a whole new group of Vets, some who 

fought and died and some who fought and survived at Vimy 

Ridge.

The third play is called 100 DAYS, about the final stretch of 

the First World War. It includes the story of Sam Chickegian 

who was living in Brantford and enlisted in the war when he 

was just 15.

Peter Muir of BTW expressed thanks to those who took 

part in the reading and evening of remembrance. His 

appreciation went out to Glenn Brown, Todd and Scott at the 

Sanderson, Neo Moore, Chris Kimbo Mejia, Caity Hayward, 

Victoria Hudson-Muir, Sharyl Hudson, Harriet Beth Bedard, 

Make Emarthle, Shawn McKeigan, Hugh Sutherland, Paul 

Westbrook, Jordan Reuben, David A Curtis and Gerry Lafleur 

for supporting the event.

The GENERATIONS PROJECT, based on interviews 

with youth and elders, is a play that will be created from 

the ground up on what it is like to be part of this current 

generation after 150 years of Canada. Cast members 

will receive free workshops on theatre and Native culture. 

Equal representation of First Nations and non-indigenous 

people is needed for cast. Rehearsals begin in February with 

performances in May.

SNOW WHITE AND NOT THE USUAL DWARVES, Written 

by Paul Amato, Directed by Victoria Hudson-Muir is an 

amusing twist on the Grimm brothers’ fairy tale. A ragtag 

group of dwarves find themselves thrust into the ultimate 

adventure when they meet a princess on the run from 

her evil stepmother. All ages, genders and ethnicities are 

encouraged to audition. Rehearsals begin in February with 

performances throughout July, including one matinee on 

SANDRA ON SCENE

Steph Christiaens as Catherine Sloper and Joe Callaghan as Dr. Austin Sloper in The Heiress by Paris Performers Theatre. Photo: Sandra L. Anderson

Photo: Jason Freeze
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Canada Day.

The theatre group is also tackling OTHELLO by William 

Shakespeare, Directed by Peter Muir. There are multiple 

roles available in this classic tale of revenge and 

manipulation. Rehearsals begin in April with performances 

in late July and Early August.

WALK IN MY MOCS, Written by Christian Mejia, Directed 

by Make Emarthle: In the search for a missing indigenous 

woman, when a policeman and an aboriginal man change 

bodies the investigation becomes personal. Various 

roles available for both indigenous and non-indigenous 

persons. Rehearsals begin in late May with performances 

throughout August.

Auditions for all plays will be held on Saturday January 

21st and 28th. On both dates, time slots are available from 

10:00AM to 1:00PM at the BTW Studio in Brantford, 340 

Henry St, Unit 2, and from 2:00PM to 5:00PM at the Dajoh 

Youth and Elder Centre in Ohsweken. If you cannot make 

these dates/times, an alternative time for your audition 

may be arranged. Walk-ins will be accommodated only 

after all those with a scheduled time slot have been seen. 

There is no need to prepare advanced material, but please 

be prepared to read from the script and/or do an improv 

for each show you are auditioning for. BTW welcomes 

actors of all experience levels, as well as those interested 

in volunteering backstage. You can audition for as many 

shows as you wish to be involved in. Email btheatre@

rogers.com or phone 226-938-1930 to schedule an 

audition. Visit www.branttheatre.com for more information 

on BTW.

THE HEIRESS, a dramatization of the novel Washington 

Square, by Henry James, stage play adaption by Ruth 

and Augustus Goetz and directed by George Fowlie. THE 

HEIRESS is about Catherine Sloper, a plain and simple 

pleasant daughter of a wealthy doctor. Catherine just 

wants to be loved, but feels the disappointment of her 

father who wishes that his daughter was not more like the 

image he has of her deceased mother. His true opinion 

of Catherine comes to light when a handsome suitor 

appears to be interested in Catherine for her money. Her 

demeanour changes in the second act as she becomes 

strong, hardened and more aware of the perceived 

feelings of her father and also her Aunt. 

In his Director’s Note in the program, George Fowlie says, 

“Ruth and Augustus Goetz bring this concept to life as 

we watch a young woman’s painful search for affection 

in a story of ‘crushed, heartbroken expectations and 

incisively-harsh retribution.’” THE HEIRESS played to 

appreciative audiences November 18-27, 2016, at the 

Paris Fairgrounds. Director George Fowlie says the play 

was chosen because of the challenge of the dialogue. 

“Especially with the father,” he says. “Because just about 

everything he says has a different meaning. And he is 

really not very nice.”

Of his cast Fowlie says, “They have been super. 

Rehearsals have been so much fun.” The lead role was 

expertly portrayed by Steph Christiaens, who has done 

previous PPT shows and is currently the president of 

Stage 88 theatre group. Her father was played by Joe 

Callaghan. He has done most of his past theatre work with 

Simcoe Little Theatre. New to PPT, Domenic Casto plays 

the comfort seeking Morris Townsend, Catherine’s love 

interest. Linda Lloyd-McKenzie lends her considerable 

acting talents to the role of Aunt Levina Penniman who 

lives with Catherine and her father. The talented cast is 

rounded out with Sierra Wilkes as the maid Maria, Bonnie 

McCrae as Mrs. Montgomery, Lynn McNeilly as Elizabeth 

Almond, Liz McKenzie as Marian Almond and Duncan 

Graham as Arthur Townsend. 

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING
Also running the last two weekends in November, 

ICHTHYS Theatre took on fun and frolic with 

Shakespeare’s comedy, MUCH ALO ABOUT NOTHING. 

They did it on a thrust stage with audience on three sides. 

When the audience is lively as they were the first Saturday 

night, it makes for a very energetic performance. 

Director Lorna Stratton says, “Yes we had reasonable 

audiences for the first weekend - always room for more. 

Tickets are always available at the door.

This is very accessible Shakespeare for those with 

preconceptions about the language. And since the 

audience sits on three sides of the stage, the action is up 

close and personal. The cast is having a lot of fun with the 

show and would love to share it with many more folks. 

The ape, Benny, is our mascot for the show, because 

Much Ado is about a lot of monkey business. The big 

embroidered kiss mark on his cheek shows that all the 

shenanigans revolve around love.

And our Curtain Call Tomatoes are a sure “hit.” A real free-

for-all Sat night!! Lots of fun.”

Much in the way Shakespeare’s original audience threw 

rotten tomatoes at the cast during the show, ICHTHYS 

had plush tomatoes for rent to throw at the cast during 

intermission, who also threw them back.

ICHTHYS raffled off their Ape mascot. Attendance was 

good with an average of 40 people each performance. 

Venue was St Mary’s Parish Hall. 

ICHTHYS 2017 Season features plays such as 

AGATHA RAISIN AND THE QUICH OF DEATH, THE GOD 

COMMITTEE, and ANNE OF AVONLEA. Plus the annual 

touring school show in the spring, the youth Summer 

Camp and the Left of Centre Festival in the summer. Visit 

www.ichthystheatre.ca for more information.

THE SPELL OF SLEEPING BEAUTY
Whimsical Players presents THE SPELL OF SLEEPING 

BEAUTY by Vera Morris, December 2 and 3, 9 and 10, 

2016 at 7:00 pm at Sydenham Heritage Church 120 

Sydenham St. Tickets are $8.00 for children/students/

seniors and $12.00 for adults and $30.00 for a family 

ticket which includes two adults and two children. Tickets 

are available at the door.

Director Meghan Graham says, “Sleeping Beauty has 

always been my favourite fairy tale. The character of 

the wicked fairy Maleficent, Evilina in this production 

is an amazing villain one that I’ve enjoyed playing and 

cos-playing myself. I love how cunning she is and her 

wickedness. She’s been called the mistress of all evil, you 

don’t want to mess with her,” she says. “This particular 

production has a special meaning to me as well. Myself 

and a few others of the crew team performed it 18 years 

ago on the Sydenham stage. So, I figured for the first show 

for our partnership (with the Sydenham theatre group) why 

not choose something that’s nostalgic. I love the many 

different characters in this production, the added side 

kicks for Evilina like the cat and spider, and the servants to 

the King and Queen like the chef, and prime minister.”

She adds, “The collaboration with Sydenham has been 

wonderful. Myself and the whole Whimiscal Players crew 

are very blessed to have such an amazing and supportive 

team. We’ve been working so well together, it’s a great fit.” 

The large cast of all ages is from Brantford and 

surrounding areas. “I have an amazing and very talented 

cast,” says Graham. “I was very excited to work with some 

returning actors and many new ones as well.” She says 

she was escatic seeing all the new faces who came out 

for auditions. “All of them work very hard and put their all 

into their character, and have great chemistry.

I’m very proud of all of them.”

IMPROV COMEDY FESTIVAL
KiS Productions is launching the BRANT IMPROV 

FESTIVAL January 20th and 21st, 2017. The debut of 

the festival will feature a variety of art forms done in an 

improvised manner including painting, music, fashion and, 

of course, lots and lots of comedy. The event will be held 

at the Royal Canadian Legion (Branch 90) at 21 Oak Street 

in Brantford. KiS Productions (Kevin Procter and Steven 

B Andrews) recently participated in the Fringe Festival in 

Toronto with the play Mr. Nep and have solicited the help 

of Martin Smith (ICHTHYS Theatre) in putting together 

this weekend event. Tickets are $5.00 at the door and 

proceeds will go to Brantwood Community Services. 

The event will run from 7:00 pm-1:30 am both Friday and 

Saturday nights, January 20 and 21, 2017.

So some of this has happened and some has yet to 

happen. Live theatre can be one of the most exhilarating 

experiences, never the same every time and the 

unexpected can always happen. Brantford and Brant 

County’s amateur theatre groups work very hard to bring 

the community great shows. The person you see on stage 

may be your school librarian, your teacher, the owner 

of a local business, your work colleague or the kid next 

door. They are doing this for fun and they are good at it. 

Don’t be cooped up in your house in front of the TV this 

winter, come out and enjoy some #BRANTastic theatre. 

Being involved in theatre is a great way to overcome 

shyness, improve public speaking and learn to work as a 

team. If you want to audition or work behind the scenes, 

please contact a group such as ICHTHYS Theatre, Brant 

Theatre Workshops, Whimsical Players, Stage 88 or Paris 

Performers. They all have an online presence and would 

love to hear from you.

The two leading men Trevor Wellwood as Signior Benedick and Cul-
len-McArthur Jackson as Signior Claudio in ICHTHYS presentation 
of Shakespeare’s MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING. Photo by Sandra L. 
Anderson
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BE SEEN WITH BSCENE
25TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS IN PARIS

DENISE KINCHSULAR

SOROPTIMIST 
GRAND SPREE
Soroptimists improve the 
lives of females across the 
region and around the world.

JASON FREEZE

Paris was the place to Be Seen the weekend of November 
12th and 13th for the 25th Annual Christmas In Paris.

Kindred Spirits Artisans of Paris is responsible for this 
festive occasion. Their mandate is to encourage and 

support the creative arts in Paris. Proceeds from this 
event go to further the arts in Paris, provide bursaries to 

high school graduates who decide to pursue a degree in 
the arts, and to sponsor the Paris Fair with arts awards.

There were four locations to visit, showcasing original 
artwork and an amazing assortment of hand-worked 

items, fibre art, fused glass, wearable art, jewellery, 
pottery, decorative accents for your home, soaps, 

ornaments and so much more.
All locations were very busy with many shoppers. 

This photographer was thankful the credit card was 
left at home after seeing a few items I fell in love with. 

Another #BRANTastic event to get 
you in the mood for Christmas.

Make sure to Be Seen supportinglocal artisans at next 
year’s event!

Story & photos by Denise Kinchsular

The Special Olympics Ontario Brantford raised $955.00 
at a hockey game at the Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre on 

Saturday, November 19th. The game between the NHL 
Alumni and the Brantford Police Association ended in a 
14 - 15 score, with the win going to the visiting team, the 

NHL Alumni.

With the help of Walter Gretzky and a couple of Special 
Olympic athletes the ceremonial puck was dropped at 6:00 

pm. Brent Gretzky, former Tampa Bay player now OPP 
o²cer, skated with the Alumni team. Dave Hutchinson, 

former NHL defenseman was one of the referees and 
a comedic announcer. A pie in the face from NHL 

Alumni player Bryan Muir to one of the Brantford Police 
Association players had the crowd laughing.

I had a #BRANTastic time sitting in the visitors box with 
Dave Andreychuk and the other NHL Alumni players.

Be sure to Be Seen supporting the Special Olympics 
Brantford at their next event!

Story & photos by Belinda J. Clements

SPECIAL OLYMPIC & NHL ALUMNI
BELINDA J. CLEMENTS

A LOOK BACK AT NOVEMBER THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

EMBLEM CANNABIS JOB FAIR
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:DECEMBER 7, 2016 | 6 PM - 9 PM

Alexander Graham Bell Room

Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre
19 Holiday Drive, Brantford, Ontario  N3R 7J4

• Trimming Assistants
• Packaging Assistants
• Customer Care Representatives
• Medical Outreach Associate
• Horticulture Technicians/Grow Assistants
• Lead Growers
• Shipping Assistants/Leads*
• General Labour
• Maintenance Assistants

*previous picking experience preferred emblemcannabis.com | 1 844 546 3633

work@emblemcannabis.com
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JCI BRANTFORD SANTA CLAUS PARADE 2016

PET PICS 
WITH SANTA

at Antler Services,
in support of  

the Brant County SPCA

DENISE KINCHSULAR

HEATHER CARDLEBELINDA J. CLEMENTS VIVIAN YAN
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Initially I was a bit stumped about how I’d write all 
this up being that it is coming out around Christmas 
time.  I decided to post some very random shots that 

I’ve taken throughout this past year and challenge you 
to figure out where they’ve been taken. In keeping with 
this issue they’re all #Brantastic shots from within our 
wonderful county (with the exception of 1). 

What I realized this year through my involvement with 
BScene is that there are so MANY amazing events that 
run through-out the year in our community. The tireless 
efforts of organizers, the generosity of sponsors 
and donors, the attendees and most rewarding of 
all capturing the people that benefit from a lot of 
the fundraisers. I might also add the talent of the 
performers that appear and showcase their work on a 

daily basis makes us swell with pride in our community. 
I’m so proud of our city and all it has to offer.

As the year 2016 draws to an end, as always we reflect 
on what we’ve experienced throughout the past 12 
months. For myself as a photographer my 365 picture 
a day project has turned into over 1,800 days in a 
row or 5 years. I will still continue this experiment as it 
challenges me daily on what to shoot that we see every 
day but something that is different. Always different. 
It was also a complete thrill to be critiqued by the 
wonderfully talented Canadian Artist Robert Bateman at 
the Sanderson in October. 

Have a safe, enjoyable holiday season and here’s to a 
wonderful, healthy 2017 from my family to yours. xo 

Check out roundtablepr.com • 519.756.7636 • yvonne@roundtablepr.com

Copy Writing
Media Relations

Publicity
Training & Workshops 

M.C. & Voice Over Services

Check out roundtablepr.com • 519.756.7636 • yvonne@roundtablepr.com

BSCENE by HEATHER
“Taking an image, freezing a moment, reveals how rich reality truly is.”
         Anonymous 
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twitter @BCHSFoundation

facebook BCHSFoundation

🔗 bchsysfoundation.org

When crisis or illness impacts 
you or a loved one, the Brant 
Community Healthcare 

System (BCHS) is here to offer you 
exceptional healthcare in your time of 
need.

During this holiday season, the BCHS 
Foundation is grateful for our donors 
that are positively impacting patient-
centred care here in our community. It 
is through the generosity of our many 
wonderful donors, like you, that the 
BCHS Foundation has been able to fund 
the purchase of critical pieces of patient 
equipment to support our healthcare 
system.

The equipment supported by donor 
dollars isn’t all “nice to have” – it is 
essential, much-needed equipment 
required to perform daily medical 
diagnostics and care for our patients. 
Items such as Portable Suction 
Machines, Nerve Integrity Monitors, 
Critical Care Beds, Si-PAP Ventilators 
and even Wheelchairs are all urgently 
needed. Funding for this equipment is 
not provided by the Ministry  of Health 
and Long-Term Care, but rather from 
generous corporations, community 
groups, foundations and individuals 

who care to maintain and improve our 
community’s health.

This holiday season, give a gift that 
could save a life and be a part of the 
Brant Community Healthcare System 
Foundation’s 12 Days of Giving 
Campaign.

Making sure more people understand 
the need to support healthcare in their 
community is one of the objectives 
Shalaka Kulkarni has set for herself as 
the new Chair of the Brant Community 
Healthcare System (BCHS) Foundation 
Board of Directors.
“Often when I talk to people, they don’t 
know that Ministry funding has become 
so tight, that it no longer funds the 
purchase of medical equipment,” said 
Shalaka. “It’s critical to raise funds to 
purchase equipment so our caregivers 
and physicians have the tools they need 
to care for our patients.” 
Each day, starting December 1st, the 
BCHS Foundation will be sharing a 
different grateful patient story, reflecting 
on a patient or caregiver’s experience 
and highlighting areas of excellence 
at the BCHS and the essential pieces 

of patient equipment that are urgently 
needed to support our healthcare 
system.

We hope you enjoy these stories from 
individuals, families and caregivers 
who have been touched by the BCHS 
to understand the necessity for donor 
dollars and critical patient equipment. 
Each story will highlight a different 
experience, sentiment and appreciation 
for the exceptional care, attention and 
support received at BCHS.
Each year, the Brant Community 
Healthcare System (BCHS) staff, 
physicians and 
management identify new and 
replacement pieces of medical 
equipment that are 
required for purchase.

It is estimated that over $25 million will 
be needed by the BCHS to support 
critical patient equipment over the next 
five years.

“Your valued support allows us 
to respond to the urgent patient 
equipment needs at the BCHS,” says 
Wilson “We maximize every dollar, taking 
advantage of special discount purchase 
opportunities. We also work with our 
suppliers to leverage volume and 
standardize products to ensure best 
pricing and bulk buys.” 

The Brant Community Healthcare 
System Foundation is committed to 
raising critical funds to support the 
top priority needs for The Brantford 
General Hospital and The Willett, Paris. 
Your support through a donation of any 
size can help to make a positive impact 
on the future of healthcare for our 
community.

Thank you!

DID YOU 
KNOW?

• Over the last 12 years, the Brant 
Community Healthcare System 
Foundation has  raised more than 
$21 Million in support of patient 
equipment purchases at The 
Brantford General and The Willett 
in Paris. All of the funds were 
donated by generous corporations, 
community groups, foundations and 
individuals who care to maintain and 
improve our community’s health.

• The Canadian Institute for Health 
Information (CIHI) has positioned the 
Brant Community Healthcare System 
as one of the safest and highest 
rated healthcare systems for patient 
mortality in Canada for the past six 
years straight. The CIHI rates the 
BCHS as the second best hospital 
for patient safety and quality of care 
in the country, and we are rated first 
in the province of Ontario*.

* Canadian Institute for Health Information. 2015. 
yourhealthsystem.cihi.ca.

• In 2015 the highly skilled, specially 
trained medical professionals in the 
Emergency Department (ED) treated 
more than 54,700 patients — a 37 
per cent increase from the numbers 
five years earlier.

• The Emergency Department (ED) 
at the Brant Community Healthcare 
System is responsible for up to 
60% of all patient admissions to the 
BCHS; 20 percent of our patients are 
paediatric and another 20 percent 
are considered senior. The majority 
of patients that require admission 
have respiratory-related illnesses.

• As a designated stroke centre, the 
BCHS is home to some of the best 
stroke intervention strategies in 
the province, supported by a highly 
skilled group of physicians and 
nurses with access to state-of-the-
art diagnostic technology.

To learn more about how you 
can support our

12 Days of Giving Campaign, 
please visit our website at: 

www.bchsysfoundation.org

Nov 23, 2016  A heartfelt thank you to The Kate Broddick Team for donating yet another cheque towards the 
newly renovated BCHS Paediatrics unit. From left Kate Broddick, Ashley Veldkamp and Lisa Mitchell.

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON GIVE A GIFT 
THAT COULD SAVE A LIFE
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DAVE CARROL

twitter @Dave Carrol

facebook Dave Carrol

🔗 bigearcreations.blogspot.ca

I won’t be saying anything too profound 
when I admit that I LOVE Christmas.  
Who doesn’t really?  But it’s not just 

the idyllic, reflective, eggnog-by-the-fire 
moments that Christmas provides that 
I love.  I love the merry mythology that 
mixes with transformation truth that 
makes this season so special. 

One of my favourites is the story of 
Santa and Human Meat Pies of Death.  
You haven’t heard that one? An actual 
part of the Saint Nicholas (yeah he was 
a real person) story says that a terrible 
famine struck an island. A malicious 
butcher lured three little children into 
his house, where he slaughtered and 
butchered them, placing their remains in 
a barrel to cure. He planned to sell them 
off as meat pies. Saint Nicholas, visiting 
this region to care for the hungry, not 
only saw through the butcher’s horrific 
crime but also resurrected the three 
boys from the barrel by his prayers. 
Santa’s a rock star!  

Saint Nick’s other “greatest hit” was 
when he came across a poor man 
who had three daughters but could 
not afford a proper dowry for them. 
This meant that they would remain 
unmarried and probably, in absence 
of any other possible employment, 
become prostitutes. Nicholas decided 
to help him but being too modest 
to help the man in public, or to save 
the man the humiliation of accepting 
charity... he went to his house under the 
cover of night.  He threw three purses 
(one for each daughter) filled with gold 
coins through the window opening into 
the man’s house. The father caught 
Saint Nick doing this incredible act of 
generosity and began to thank him. 
Saint Nicholas said it was not him he 
should thank, but God alone.

How much is real?  Who knows.  Those 

stories have faded into the modern 
mythology of the jolly red elf.  Other 
stories, however, haven’t faded.  Others 
have only gained movement over 
the course of 2000 years.   Like the 
story of a young virgin girl who while 
very pregnant, travelled 90 miles to 
her husband’s hometown only to get 
shutout when looking for a hotel room.  
Travelocity wasn’t around back then.  

This baby was born in a barn.  A 
feeding trough to be exact.  As one of 
the Singin’ and Dancin’ Shepherds in 
The Living Nativity exclaims, “That’s 
Disgusting!”   But so transformational… 
still today.  One Christmas Eve, U2’s 
Bono was at home in Dublin at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral.  He said that he was 
sleepy and not totally paying attention 
when all of a sudden revelation hit. 

“It really sank in: the Christmas story. 
The idea that God, if there is a force of 
Love and Logic in the universe, that it 
would seek to explain itself is amazing 
enough. That it would seek to explain 
itself and describe itself by becoming a 
child born in straw poverty, in shit and 
straw... a child... I just thought: ‘Wow!’ 
Just the poetry... Unknowable love, 
unknowable power, describes itself as 
the most vulnerable. I was just sitting 
there, and it’s not that it hadn’t struck me 
before, but tears came down my face, 
and I saw the genius of this, utter genius 
of picking a particular point in time and 
deciding to turn on this.”

Everything changed.  The ripples of this 
story transformed the face of mankind. 
It’s still in the present-day, real-time act 
of transforming mankind.   24/7...365.  
It’s telling is an enrapturing experience 
that never stops transforming lives.  This 
is why Freedom House again presents 
The Living Nativity in Harmony Square.  
December 9th, 10th and 11th with two 
shows nightly at 7pm and 8pm.  This will 
be the show’s 7th year and each year 
thousands from Brantford and beyond 
come to see this story that is much 
more than a merry myth.  

There is Christmas caroling and free hot 
chocolate before the show starts so 
come early to get a good spot. Freedom 
House also welcomes you to share a 
family Christmas Eve service at 6pm.  

Find out more online at www.
freedomhouse.ca

MERRY MYTHS AND TRANSFORMATIONAL TRUTHS 
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SHANNON HUGMAN

facebook Shannon Hugman

🔗 shannonhugmanastrology.com

SAGITTARIUS: 2016 has not been a walk in the park, to 
say the least. You may have felt like you lost your sparkle and 
struggled to remain your optimistic self. This month will bring 
a breath of fresh air into your life. Everything is going to be 
better than OK. 

SCORPIO: This is a month to set a standard for yourself 
and stick to it. You are worthy and there is no need for you to 
settle for less than what you deserve. Draw the line, enforce it 
and prepare to receive. 

LIBRA: Do you have many ideas flowing through your head? 
Have you been overthinking? This is a month to speak up, to 
share and to express yourself freely. Be bold in your self-ex-
pression. Speak up for yourself and your desires. 

VIRGO: Hopefully you are feeling secure and confident in 
yourself and the future. If you are feeling a little off, know that 
cultivating a sacred space within yourself, where you can 
always retreat to, will help to stabilize reality. You are learning 
that feeling at home is an inside job. 

LEO: Time to do what you do best, play! Express yourself 
and allow the creative fire within to explore. Speak up for your 
desires, share your art with others and create. Embrace a 
childlike wonder and life will invite you on a playful journey. 

CANCER: Take this time moment by moment. How are you 
feeling right now? What do you need to feel better right now? 
What choices can you make to best support yourself in this 
moment? Self care and checking in with your body will pay off 
in the long run. 

GEMINI: This is a time of recommitting to yourself and 
assessing which relationships you want to be responsible for. 
Your needs come first and foremost. Anyone breaking you 
down or making you feel small does not have to be in your life. 
You are allowed to bless and block. 

TAURUS: Follow your gut. Listen to your feelings. Reality has 
a lot up in the air right now and it could leave you feeling inse-
cure, however that does not have to be the case. Embrace the 
unknown. Let go of control. Listen to the calm and collected 
side of yourself. 

ARIES: Go big! Set goals. Think bigger. Take inventory of 
what you are believing. Choose to expand your beliefs. Really, 
anything is possible for you if you work on expanding your 
thinking and beliefs. 

PISCES: This is legacy time for you. What do you want to 
create? What do you want to put out into the world? Please 
know the world wants this too. These desires you have are 
medicine for the collective. Do not hold back. Allow yourself 
to be seen. Show up for your passions. 

AQUARIUS: Connections, connections and more connec-
tions. It’s time to do what you do best, share yourself with the 
world. Share your hopes, dreams, visions, struggles, fears, all 
of it! Your people totally support you; reach out for help if you 
need it. 

CAPRICORN: It’s a time to sit back and enjoy the show. 
You are not in control this month, do your best to get excit-
ed about that. Control just leads to burn out. Trying to be in 
charge of every little detail is impossible. Micro managing 
your life is exhausting; open your heart, feel confident and 
trust the process.  

Looking for even deeper insight?
Shannon is available for personal readings.

HOROSCOPES

THE POST OFFICE LIONS
© DAVID V. MCKEE, March 17, 2006

A lion is supposed to be �erce and strong and scary,

With really sharp teeth and nails and a mane that’s very hairy.

But I know two lions that are peaceful, hard and black

And allow little children to sit upon their backs.

You won’t �nd them posing in the circus or the zoo,

Or in a novel stalking Tarzan or Baloo;

Nor in a game that’s played with keyboard and a mouse;

And not out in the garden or lazing about the house.

No, they lay outside the Post Of�ce door, standing on guard for thee;

But the protection they offer is symbolic at best, as anyone can see.

People ignore them, which is really a shame

As it’s not often you come across lions so tame.

In summer they’re hot and in winter they freeze;

But in every season, kids say, “Cheese!”

As Mama snaps them in a very regal pose

Mounted on one or patting the other’s nose.

These lions have kept vigil year upon year

They’ve seen lovers shedding tears and winos in good cheer.

They’ve seen Christmas gifts, tax forms and queues down the stairs

Kings of Beasts passing time, observing unawares

The city’s changing fortunes and folks just buying stamps;

Through wind and sleet and dark of night, the eternal lions camp.

So, to the Lions on the Post Of�ce steps, I offer up this toast:

May they delight my grand-children’s children from their stationary post.
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