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Falling in Love with our Community
As I write this, March is just
around the corner and we're
about to send the 18th edition
of our paper to get printed.
It's interesting to be able to
look back on the progress a
year and a half makes. To see
something grow from day one
and start to blossom into its
own. It's really quite a
wonderful feeling to know
something you've created has
gone so far.

March 2016  Volume 2, Edition 6
BScene is a free monthly
publication showcasing the great
people, events, and ideas of
Brantford, Brant and Six Nations.
BScene is distributed free to you
through key community partners
including local advertisers, retail
outlets, dining establishments, and
selected community centres.

As I'm sure you'll see, we've
been able to grow again. Our
little publication has jumped
up to 28 pages this month.
It was hard to believe that
we could have grown this
much when we first started.

Views expressed by contributors
are not necessarily held by the
staff, editor, publisher or ownership
of BScene.
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As I've mentioned before, we
weren't even sure how long it
would last.

Luckily we've had some
amazing support from our
family/friends, our
community, and our team.
We're very thankful to have
such wonderful support so we
can continue to tell the
stories of our community.
The great thing about what
we do is that we're providing
a place for people to share
and tell their stories. It's
not about what we think is
special, but what our
community thinks is
important. And due to the

nature of our publication, it's
important to have a group of
dedicated team members to
help find and tell those
stories for our community.

As we keep growing and
sharing stories, we're always
in need of people to help us
out. Our publication is based
on connecting with the
community. So if you ever
want to share a story, your
photographs or your talents,
we'll be greatly appreciated.
Thank you again to everyone
for Being Seen out in our
community.
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In an industry where many
papers, whether they be
dailies, weeklies, or monthlies,
have been consolidating,
cutting back, merging, or
closing altogether, it seems
like it is nothing short of a
miracle to see a paper
growing, thriving and
expanding. In the world where
capturing a reader's attention
is ever competing with a
tablet, a mobile phone, or the
internet, papers almost seem
old school and passe in
comparison. Despite that
hurdle, there is a lot of really
interesting, intriguing,
passionate, and community
stories to tell. Thanks to you,
our readers, we've been able
to take a humble publication
from what seemed to be a
dream to what it is today.

Follow us on facebook or twitter: BScenePaper

However, we are experiencing
a normal time in every small
business, called the growing
pains. As pages expand, as
more people are looking for
stories to be told, as more
business look to come on
board and help bring this
paper about, we are in need of
some hands. So I reach out to
you, to see if you would be
interested in coming on board
for BScene.
We are looking to improve our
distribution network, and are
looking for one or two people
to help us get the physical

paper out the community in as
many places as fast as
possible. We are also looking
for an additional person or
two to work on behalf of
BScene to be in the
community and work with our
partners and advertisers to
make sure we give them the
best experience possible.
Would this interest you at all?
Jason and I would love to hear
from you, so please, send
either of us an email (you can
see us on the left column
there) and we can give you
more details. We'd love to get

more great community
content out to Brantford,
Brant and Six Nations, and you
could be in integral part of
that.
As always, I love to hear new
story ideas, new voices in our
community, and new fresh
ideas for content. If you have a
story, opinion, idea or voice,
and would like to be in a future
BScene, let us know, and we'd
love to see you in a future
issue.
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Mental Health Programs
“crazy person” you may
know.
One of the reasons I believe
that this stigma still remains
is because there is not a
whole lot of quality programs
for the mentally ill in
Brantford and Brant County.

The mental health population
of Brantford varies among
the diagnosed and
undiagnosed. It is largely still
something that isn’t
discussed among friends and
relatives. It remains a highly
taboo subject, yet often far
too easy to be used as the
butt end of a joke regarding a

Now what do I mean by that?
“Of course there is!” you
might say.
On the contrary, the main
thing that I have encountered
in said programs is that there
is not much in the way of
attempting to help the
mental health consumers not
actually need the program
anymore. What I have seen

personally is more of a
system of daycares, rather
than solid programs that can
teach the consumer proper
and effective skills for living a
functional daily life, so that
they will gradually not need
to be with the program
anymore.

not just in Brantford, but in
every city, is a sort of
“rehabilitation” program for
those with mental illness in
order that they can learn job
skills, budget management
skills and the overall basics of
how to function in the world
on a daily basis.

There is typically one
hindrance to this idea of
weaning them off the
program, and that would be
that the programs that I have
seen need to be funded, and
they can only be funded if
people are attending them.
This is the dilemma in this
cycle.

Now you might want to
accuse me of being harsh
perhaps, but in all honesty, I
was in certain programs back
in the early 2000’s and they
were of no help in getting me
interacting with other people
who didn’t have mental
health issues. This “bubble”
still remains today and needs
to change in order for all
mental health consumers to

What I would desire to see,

live like anyone else, and
even more important, that
they not be ashamed of their
mental illness around others
in their lives.
We are in 2016 and the
systems and programs in
place look no different to me
than they did in 2003 and
this is not good at all. I can
only hope that I might be
able to say differently at
some point, but we need to
catch up now, not later.
There is an urgency today to
get this rolling.
The question remains: Who
will accept the challenge to
change it for the better?

Fresh Footprints
Heather Cardle celebrates day 1,550 of her series
"ChickPicoftheDay" with a black and white entitled "Fresh
footprints down the trail to the Nith River."
To check out prior days' pics, and other features from Heather,
check out her facebook page:
facebook.com/Heather-Cardle-Photographer

You have the brightest future ahead of you
stronger person than before
and set yourself up on a
path of happiness.
Okay, I know it’s been rough
because all of those battles
you have been through and
all of those nightmares that
have overwhelmed you with
fear, depression, anxiety,
and even suicidal thoughts.
But you can use all of those
weaknesses to make you a

Are you going to stay in the
past thinking of what could
have been? Or will you take
a shot into the unknown?
Because every step you take
in life leaves ripples that will
affect you.
But without those ripples,
those battles and those
nightmares you would not

be the same person you are
today. And who you are is
meant to be because
nobody else could have
gone into those battles and
overcome those nightmares
like you did!!
So love yourself to the
fullest because when you
love yourself to the fullest,
nobody can break you down
from that happiness that
you have achieved from
those battles and

nightmares that you
persevered through. You
may think that you can’t
fight it anymore and feel
like you just want to give up.

through and you will have
the strength to win it
because you are won the
other battles by
determination and strong
will.

You may feel worthless and
you may have endless
reminders of all those
failures that are weighing
you down. It’s these failures
that are making you
stronger for the next battle
that you will have to go

Even more online at BScene.ca
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Early Morning Breakfast

A number of years ago, a
group of local Pastors who
had committed to serving
their city together instead
of apart (a group we now
refer to as “One Church”)
invited Mayor Chris Friel to
a lunch meeting. They had
one main question on their
mind. They wanted to know
if he could pick something
that he’d like them, and
their congregations, to take
on as an en masse project.
They weren’t really sure
what his answer would be.
Friel began to talk about his
passion for elementary
school kids and expressed a
desire that none go to
school hungry.
This began an a renewed
initiative over the last few
years to increase “One
Church’s” purposeful
involvement in school
breakfast programs.
Breakfast programs in
schools across the city take
on different forms, some
being autonomous
initiatives while others
partner with great
organizations like Brant
Food for Thought. At
Freedom House, we took
the plunge into the early
morning school breakfast
world this year, partnering
with another local church
who had been previously
doing it on their own. We
work alongside Brant Food
for Thought to make sure
that students at Princess
Elizabeth School have a full,

healthy breakfast every day.
But then the rubber met the
road for my family. It’s one
thing to espouse ideals and
tout grandiose
philosophies, but it’s
another to actually get up
before the sun to serve
breakfast to a other
people’s kids each morning,
while doing the same for
your own too. None of us
can say “yes” to everything
that’s put in our path’s
when it comes to
community service… but we
should always consider that
we DO have the capacity to
do LOTS just by saying “yes”
and doing it. So we said
yes.
Since September, on
Tuesdays and Thursdays my
whole family (which
includes my wife, my 3 kids,
my parents and others
closely connected to our
family) get up at 6:30am to
prepare for the day. We
arrive at our
neighbourhood school at
7:30 to set up tables, cut
cucumbers, boil eggs, pour
cereal and even pray for the
school before the hectic

Follow us on facebook or twitter: BScenePaper

school day starts. Then we
serve breakfast to about 60
kids every morning. Sure
there can be squabbles and
spills, but for the most part,
it’s a stunningly smooth
morning with kids that are
very thankful for the
breakfast laid before them.
I expected that my kids
might complain about the
early mornings. But they
don’t. It does a father’s
heart proud to see his
children serving others so
passionately. But for them,
it’s not just “others.” It’s
their friends, classmates
and peers. I’ve had a very
important lesson reinforced
in my heart doing this
program this year. There
are no “others.” “Others”
are our neighbours. We
CAN make a genuine
difference in the lives of our
neighbors and
neighbourhoods when our
eyes are open to needs…
and we have a “Yes” in our
spirit when it comes to
those “rubber meets the
road… am I going to do
something about this?”
moments.

There is nothing glamorous
about doing a breakfast
program. It’s just an hour
and a half of exactly what
you’d expect when 60 kids
are eating in a gym. But the
healthy head-start that
these programs provide are
giving kids in our
neighbourhoods a honestto-goodness leg up on their

educational day. If you
have a hour and a half a
couple mornings a week,
get ahold of your
neighbourhood school and
see how you can help out.
You can learn more or
make a financial
contribution at
brantfoodforthought.ca

Would you like to be a part of #TeamBScene? We're looking for
positive people just like you to join our growing team!
Contact Joshua@bscene.ca Jason@bscene.ca or
Richard@bscene.ca to learn more!
#BRANTastic!
Photo: Patrick Mceachern
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Brantford musician nominated Best New Country Artist
by
New
Music
Weekly
Tribute song to late son climbing the charts.

Just before Christmas of
2012 tragedy struck for
country music artist Danny
Thompson and his family.
Thompson’s son Jamie, a
trucker, died following an
accident in Quebec involving
his tractor- trailer. Jamie, 33
and the father of five
children, had also been in his
Dad’s band. Not surprisingly,
one of Jamie’s favourite
Danny Thompson Band
songs had been the band’s
trucking themed tune, Miles
& Miles. That tune has since
evolved into a tribute to

Jamie and these days it’s
climbing the music charts, as
it’s played on stations
throughout North America
and Europe. The bittersweet
icing on the cake comes in
the form of a nomination for
Best New Country Artist by
New Music Weekly. The
nomination puts Danny
Thompson in the same
category as Sam Hunt who
took the honour in 2015. “To
be associated on the same
list is a pretty big thing for a
little guy from Brantford,”
said Thompson.
Miles & Miles recorded in
Nashville and released in
January of 2016, has received
airplay on more than 60
stations throughout the
globe. A professional video
of the song was recently
shot among the big rigs at
Sharp Transportation in
Cambridge, with trucking
staff happily taking part as
the company offered up the
facility free of charge for an
entire day. The video can be

viewed on the
www.dannythompsonband.c
om website.
At 57, Danny Thompson is
anything but an overnight
success. He’s been
performing and writing
songs for more than four
decades. After working with
the group Contraband on
the Belair record label under
the direction of Bob Cousins
and manager Bill Oja back in
the eighties, he joined Lenny
Wilde’s Shotgun Record
label. With Wilde managing
his career at the time,
Thompson’s first album
entitled, Rockin Myself to
Sleep, made it onto the
Canadian music charts. One
cut in particular, Small Town
Blues, was played on stations
across Europe including on
the BBC for an
unprecedented 16 weeks.
Lenny Wilde and Danny
Thompson got together
again in Brantford over the
Christmas holidays to

reminisce
and there is
now talk of a
possible
concert
involving
both artists.
Wilde’s own
recently
released
Americana
album,
Savannah
Nights, is
also a
success as it
continues to
receive
world-wide
radio airplay.
However,
with Wilde
living
stateside in
Florida these
days and
Thompson
traveling
back and
forth to record his album in
Nashville, logistics are
proving to be a challenge.
Fans in the Brantford area
and beyond have expressed
enthusiastic support for
such an event and the
possibility hasn’t been ruled
out.
Thompson had gotten away
from music over the years as
family and life’s demands
took over but when Sue, his
former wife of 21 years died
suddenly of a heart attack,
he once again began
focusing more on what
mattered to him- writing
and performing. A prolific
songwriter, Thompson has a
collection of tunes he’s
written about the culture
surrounding running
moonshine which he finds
fascinating, as well as many
other country tunes he’s
penned over the years. He
says if it wasn’t for a day job
in marketing and web
designing, he would gladly
spend more time writing and
performing .Today he lives
happily with wife Sharon and
their hairless feline
Esmerelda. The Danny
Thompson Band is a family
affair with daughter Danielle

playing piano and providing
vocals, while son Jordan
plays bass for the group.
Darren Driscol on lead
guitar, Drummer Devon
Turnbull and fiddle player
Darrel Ross, round out the
Danny Thompson Band.
Thompson recorded the
Miles & Miles single in
Nashville where he
continues to work on the
album of the same name
with producer Bill Watson.
“Dan is providing excellent
song writing and great voice,
two things I don’t get an
opportunity to work with
very often” said Watson.
Shawn Connelly, who is
engineering the albums
tracks, has worked with
some of country music’s top
artists, including The
Oakridge Boys. The tentative
release date for the Miles &
Miles album is late March of
2016. Meantime, The Danny
Thompson Band continues
to line up tour dates for
2016.
You can learn more about
Danny Thompson by
visiting

www.dannythompsonband.com

Even more online at BScene.ca
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Jarvis Family: Grateful Family, and Labour and Delivery
for her first labour and
delivery, Crystal still felt
anxious and worried.
“It was our first baby, so I
didn't quite know what to
expect,” she said.

The pending birth of a first
baby is a time for
excitement and joy.
However, it can also be filled
with 'what-ifs' and anxious
questions as parents wonder
what is going to happen
when it's time to go to the
hospital.
Kyle and Crystal Jarvis are
grateful for the professional
and caring medical team at
The Brant Community
Healthcare System (BCHS)
as they felt supported
through their successful and
memorable birthing
experience to welcome baby
Charlotte into the world.
“I read a lot before Charlotte
was born, but to be honest, I
was absolutely terrified of
giving birth,” said Crystal.
“But we wanted kids.”
So while she felt prepared

Charlotte had not arrived by
her predicted due date, so
Crystal and Kyle came to
The Brantford General early
morning of March 8 for a
scheduled induction. They
were thrilled to be one of
the first families to take
advantage of the newlyrenovated labour and
delivery suites in the BCHS
Family Birthing Centre.
The state-of-the-art facility
welcomes over 1400
deliveries each year, and
includes 5 brand new large
labour and delivery suites, 15
large post-partum rooms,
an operating suite and a
Level 2B special care
nursery.
Kyle recalled the
comfortable chair he settled
into during their long labour
period and was thankful for
the entertainment system in
the room so that they were
able to watch movies to pass
the time.
“It was a long day but we
were very comfortable in

Dr. Chris Cowan greets Kyle and Crystal with their daughter Charlotte, a healthy baby girl weighing
6 lbs 13.5 oz.

the labour suite. We
laughed that it almost felt
like a hotel,” said Crystal.
Crystal and Kyle were quick
to compliment the
exceptional care they
received from the labour
and delivery nurses. Crystal
said the nurses were more
than accommodating with
her first-time-mom jitters.
“As soon as I walked in, I
pretty much said, 'Hi, my
name is Crystal. I'm having

an epidural'.”
When Crystal’s contractions
began around 11 p.m., she
opted to have an epidural
administered that allowed
her to rest comfortably
while she waited for
Charlotte to make her
appearance.
“I am glad I chose to have an
epidural as it allowed me to
relax and enjoy my delivery,”
said Crystal. “I felt
supported at every step in
my delivery.”
In the middle of the night,
Kyle stepped out of the
room for a few minutes, and
when he returned, he found
Crystal wearing an oxygen
mask, surrounded by nurses.
At first alarming, the
medical staff quickly let him
know that in the womb,
Charlotte's heart rate was
dropping after each cluster
of contractions. Dr.
Nicholas Sweet, who was
on-call, prepared them for
the possibility of a caesarean
section if needed, for
Charlotte's safety.
Kyle said nurses, Stephanie
Robinson and Martin
McCulloch were great
resources, encouraging
Crystal every step of the
way, either sharing

The Kate Broddick Team presents a cheque for $700 to BCHSF on February 23.

Follow us on facebook or twitter: BScenePaper

information about what
positions she might find
comfortable during her
contractions or support for
breastfeeding and care of
our baby after delivery.
“I couldn't have asked for
better people to be by my
side,” she said.
Kyle agreed, saying the staff
included him at every step.
“I felt included and part of
the whole process, but they
also took charge when
needed, and I was confident
that we were in good hands,”
he said.
Baby Charlotte made her
appearance with the help of
Dr. Chris Cowan, an
Obstetrician at the BCHS.
With the help and expertise
of the labour and delivery
team we experienced a
successful natural delivery
and were able to avoid a
caesarean section.
Kyle and Crystal welcomed
a healthy baby girl weighing
6 lbs 13.5 oz.
Kyle's highlight was cutting
Charlotte's umbilical cord at
the end of her delivery.
“The only birthing I've ever
seen was in the movies,” he
said. “And movies lie.”
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Masonry: A Vibrant part of the Community
Lodge No. 319, King Solomon
Lodge No. 329, Lynden
Lodge No. 505, Onondaga
Lodge No. 519, Wilson Lodge
No. 113 and Ozias Lodge No.
508.

Chief Joseph Brant, or
Thayendanegea, was one of
the first recorded Masons in
this area. He was born on
the banks of the Ohio River
in 1742, and died in
Burlington Ontario in 1807.
Chief Brant was admitted to
the Third Degree of Masonry
in Falcon Lodge, a Lodge of
the Moderns, on Princes
Street, Leicester Fields,
London, England, on April
26, 1776. The Grand Lodge
records, of 1798, show that
Joseph Brant was the
Worshipful Master of the
newly constituted Grand
River Lodge No. 11 E. G., at
Mohawk Castle (this was a
village situated where the
present day Mohawk Church
is now located). So
influential was this Native
Chief that the City of
Brantford, the County of
Brant, and the Township of
Brantford were named in his
honour, as well as Brant
Masonic District, and Brant
Lodge No. 45, Brantford.
With this as basic
background, we will look
forward in time; In 1916
Brant Masonic District No.
23 was formed, with Brant
Lodge No. 45 as a mother
lodge, providing members
who formed Doric Lodge No.
121, who in turn provided
members who formed Reba
Lodge No. 515. Brant Lodge
No. 45 also mothered
Burford Lodge No. 106 who
in turn provided members
who formed Scotland Lodge
No. 193. Brant Masonic
District also contains; St.
John’s Lodge No. 82, St.
George Lodge No. 243, St.
John’s Lodge No. 35, Hiram

Brant District Masters, Past
Masters and Warden’s
Association
The Masters, Past Masters,
& Warden’s Association of
Brant Masonic District was
formed in 1916 to provide
guidance, assistance and
maintain a closer cooperation and better
relationship between the
present and past ruling
members of all the lodges
within the district. The
association strives to correct
any misunderstandings,
form a linkage between
lodges, and convey
individual lodge and or
district requirements to our
Grand Lodge.
Masons are spiritual and
moral men who choose to
associate with groups of
like-minded individuals for
mutual benefit. What they
find in Freemasonry is a
disciplined and systematic
course of self-improvement,
based on the Golden Rule:
always do to others what
you would like them to do to
you.
Everyone is welcome,
Regardless of race, colour
or creed.
There’s no room for
discussion of sectarian
religion or partisan politics
in Freemasonry.
Members are free to follow
their own path, as long as it
fits with the ethical
principles of integrity and
virtue symbolized by the
square and compasses – the
icon most commonly
associated with Masonry.
Masonry stresses the
principles of kindness and
consideration at home,
honesty in business,
courtesy towards others,
dependability in one’s work,
compassion for the less
fortunate and being a good

citizen of the world.
Masonry recognizes that
each man has obligations to
his family, his work, his
religious beliefs, his
community and himself –
these must take priority and
Masonry does not interfere
with his ability to meet these
obligations.
Masons participate in three
progressive degrees, each
one teaching an important
lesson through the use of
symbols. The degrees help a
Mason think about the big
questions: Where did I come
from? What am I doing here?
And what comes next?
Come and see where your
journey will take you
A lodge is not a
building….It’s the men that
form it
Sir John A. MacDonald, Syl
Apps, John Diefenbaker,
Arnold Palmer, Red Skelton,
Roy Rogers, John Wayne, Sir
Winston Churchill, Buffalo
Bill Cody, Davy Crocket,
Henry Ford, Benjamin
Franklin, John Glenn,
Charles Lindbergh, Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart, and
fifteen, plus, USA presidents,
including the first, George
Washington, just to name a
very few prominent Masons.
The foundation of the
Masonic family is the
Masonic Lodge. It is here
that Masonry teaches its
lessons: kindness in the
home, honesty in business,
courtesy in society, fairness
in work, concern for the
unfortunate and respect for
one another. Most lodges are
clearly signed and located on
main streets in communities
small and large across the
globe. With 13 Lodges in
Brant District, there should
be a lodge that meets in a
location near you.
Masonry is not a secret
society … we’re happy to
share what we know at;
www.brantmasons.com or
www.grandlodge.on.ca

Why become a Mason?

benefit the community.

Masonry offers the
opportunity to make each
man better through its
teachings, his Masonic
associations and a
philosophy that has served
the social needs of men for
centuries, by promoting;

MasoniCh.I.P.

Tradition
Self Improvement
Sense of Accomplishment
Fellowship
A Break from the Workaday
Routine
These attributes are
summarized in the tenets, or
fundamental principles of
Ancient Freemasonry:
Brotherly Love; Relief; and
Truth
If these values address your
needs, Masonry welcomes
you
Charity is one of the
foundation stones of
Masonry, and Ontario
Masons are proud to do our
part. Every year we support
various causes to the tune of
millions of dollars, or more.
Masonic Foundation of
Ontario
Ontario Masons created the
Masonic Foundation of
Ontario in 1964. It’s a public
charity registered with the
Canada Customs and
Revenue Agency, that uses
its donations to relieve
poverty, advance education
and other purposes to

Fifty-five children are
reported missing to Ontario
police every day. That’s why
Ontario Masons sponsor
MasoniChip, a state-of-theart child identification
program. The program
started in 2007 and has
distributed 62,000 child
identification kits to Ontario
families, to date.
Masonic Blood Donors
Ontario Masons know it’s in
them to give, that’s why we
make (or sponsor)
approximately 35,000 blood
donations every year.
District Projects
Every year, districts across
Ontario raise money for
important projects, such as
disaster relief, specialized
hospital equipment and
children’s charities. These
efforts directly contribute to
the communities in which
Masons live, work and play.
Children’s Safety Village
In connection with the
150th Anniversary of the
Grand Lodge of
Freemasonry in Ontario,
Brant Masonic District,
Grand Lodge A. F. & A. M. of
Canada in the Province of
Ontario supported the
development of the
Children’s Safety Village of
Brant.

Even more online at BScene.ca
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AASF Launches City Sports Portal

A new, free online search engine for youth that are interested in participating in organized sports in Brantford.

It all started from a
common question I had
been getting over and over
again in our office, “what
sports are available for my
children?” and it grew from
there.
I know being a parent is
tough! We want to ensure
that we are providing the
best opportunities and
resources that we can to
help our children grow and
develop. It has been well
documented that
participation in organized
sports positively impacts a
child’s social, mental and
physical wellbeing.
However, the task of
selecting the right sport can
be very daunting. Questions
such as, what sport will best
suit my child? When is the
registration? What are the
costs? When are the games
and practices? What types
of sports are available? can
result in no shortage of
obstacles that make the
process of selecting a sport
difficult. The barrier of not
knowing all the options or
details can be referred to as
a barrier of knowledge. This
barrier can either prevent a
child from accessing sports
or it can result in a child
and their family selecting a
sport that does not best suit
their needs.
It wasn’t until I after I had

finally began to settle into
my new position with the
organization that the Board
and I decided to take on the
task to redesign our website
and administrative
programs. I started first by
asking myself, as a parent,
what would I want with our
website? However each
time that I set out to work
on the new concept, I was
sidetracked while assisting
parents in selecting sports
programs for their children.
I remember the very
moment when I looked
down at the sports cheat
sheet that I had been using
to assist parents. This sheet
contained all of the current
programs in the city broken
down by age, gender and
sport. It had the registration
information, contacts and
prices, all on one sheet.
That was when I had my “ah
ha” moment! This cheat
sheet was a great resource,
but it needed to be shared.
I will be the first to admit
that I am not computer
savvy. I knew that I was
going to need a highly
innovative programmer and
was very fortunate to team
up with Matt Allman.
However, I do not think
either one of us realized just
what we were about to
create. I began with a list of
all the things I wanted and
over a long year of back and
fourths and constant
brainstorming that the
Sports Portal concept began
to take shape.
My sport cheat sheet is now
an online reality! The AASF
Sports Portal is a new and
free online search engine
for parents and caregivers
of children and youth that
are interested in
participating in organized
sports in Brantford. The
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AASF Sports Portal provides,
for the first time, the ability
to search available
programs in the city by age,
gender, price and sports
category. Parents can now,
not only see all the multiple
organizations in the city
that offer similar programs
such as hockey, soccer or
dance, but will have the
ability to compare them
based on prices, programs
and locations, all within one
program. These selections
blend together in assisting
parents to make educated
choices that will best reflect
what programs suit their
children and family’s unique
needs. Simply visit our
website at
www.aasportfund.com and
try it for yourself!
The AASF Sports Portal is
also an amazing free tool for
child and youth sports
organizations in the city. It
offers the ability to host
program information
without adding to the cost
associated with advertising
their programs. Marketing
expenditures have a lot to
do with the increasing costs
of sports. Such
expenditures need to be
recovered in the budget
from somewhere, and too
often, that cost comes from
the registration fees.
Organizations are
responsible for entering and
monitoring their own sport
information. To participate
organizations can start by
contacting the office at
info@aasportfund.com to
request a log in and
password.
I am extremely proud and
excited to offer this new
online tool that will aid in
removing some of the
barriers to sport. I hope that
this will help reduce the

daunting task that parents
and caregivers face when
looking for sporting
opportunities in Brantford
for their children.
This online resource is
another amazing service
that the Arnold Anderson
Sport Fund provides for the
community. AASF has been
a registered charity in
Brantford for over 15 years.
The main focus of the fund
has always been to assist
low income families in
Brantford with financial
sports grants to help with
the costs of registering
children into organized
sports.
Grants of up to $350 are

available for qualified
families, per child, per year
and used only for the
purpose of registration fees
associated with
participating in local
amateur youth sports.
Anyone that is interested in
learning more about our
financial sports grants or
how to apply is encouraged
to visit our website or to
call the office at 519-7598404.
Spring is in the air and with
that summer sport
registrations. There is no
better time to log onto the
AASF Sports Portal to
search and discover!

How to Refresh a Retro Event:
Knocking Pins Down To Help Build Kids
and actively find the other
75% of our operating
budget: a big piece of that
pie is fundraising. There is a
lot of competition out there
in terms of events, and in
order to be successful a
fundraiser needs to be FUN,
unique, and make people
feel good about being
involved.
How Fundraising is a tough
gig: let’s face it, most people
don’t like asking for money
and even fewer are really
good at it!
So when a non-profit
agency needs to fundraise
in order to provide service
what do they do? I
absolutely love this quote
from Ken Burnett, a Blogger
on 101fundraising: “There
are two ‘i’s’ in Fundraising –
they should stand for
inspiration and innovation,
not imitation and irritation.”
Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Grand Erie is partially
funded by the United Way,
but we do have to go out

Bowl For Kids Sake in
definitely NOT new. It’s
been around since the early
80s. Bowling might be
considered a “retro” activity,
but it’s perfect for Big
Brothers Big Sisters. Also
“retro” is our belief that
when a child has a positive
role model in the form of a
responsible, reliable “Big”,
we get the ball rolling on a
relationship could have a
positive life-long positive
impact.
Our modern spin on Bowl
For Kids Sake is the way we
fundraise… Gone are the
days of going door to door
soliciting. You can register
and do all your fundraising

March 2016 9

on-line without ever having
to touch any money! Also
we want to work with you
(your business, school, or
service club) to find a way
that you can be involved. So
here are a few questions…
When’s the last time you
went bowling? When’s the
last time you got together
with friends, or co-workers
to socialize and do
something different? When
is the last time you felt
really good about donating
to a LOCAL cause? If you
feel overdue on ANY of
those answers please look
us up or call me… let’s get
the ball rolling!
Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Grand Erie does have some
BIG news on the way.
Please stay tuned to next
month’s issue of B Scene
(If you would like to
participate, please contact
Renee at 519-759-3222, or
renee.vanderharst@bigbrot
hersbigsisters.ca)

Brantford Fitness Centre Celebrates their 3rd year

The Brantford Fitness
Centre enters its 3rd year
and they have been very
pleased with the
community’s response, the
past year they have seen
membership double and for
good reason. BFC has
gained a reputation as a
friendly local fitness club
where members needs
come first. BFC
understands that the
people of Brantford want a
reliable and affordable gym,

through their continuous
upgrades in equipment that
statement holds true.

obstacle course that is
great for team training and
business outings.

One of the major positives
of the company is that their
memberships do not
include any hidden costs,
no ‘enrollment’ fees, and no
initiation fees. Their
membership process is
very quick and the staff is
honest and straight
forward with the customer.
People of Brantford love to
have options and BFC
certainly has that covered,
the gym offers many types
of memberships which
range from 1 year to 1
month. Their fully
equipped studio room for
fitness classes and
individual use has been a
focal point for numerous
success stories for
member’s fitness levels.
Also, not to mention their
professionally built

Brantford Fitness Centre
takes pride in supporting
local sports teams and
businesses as well. They
offer numerous corporate
discounts for group
business plans along with
Brantford Police, Fire,
Hospital workers and
Teachers. BFC continues to
keep their focus on their
members and partner with
local businesses as this is a
vital part of creating a
growing successful
community.
Be sure to pick up your
FREE 1 Week Trail pass and
give this outstanding gym a
try!

Even more online at BScene.ca
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Daffodil Month

When loved ones are
diagnosed with or pass
away from cancer, we often
want to do something to
help or honour them. This
April, the Canadian Cancer
Society wants the people of
Brantford to know that
there is something they can
do.

This April, by volunteering
just a few hours of their
time selling daffodil pins or
participating in a workplace
fundraiser in support of the
Society’s Daffodil Month
campaign local residents
can save lives and help
people who are living with
cancer now. Money raised
through Daffodil Month
helps local patients and
their families living with
more than 200 different
types of cancer, funds lifesaving research, and
support services so that
fewer Canadians are
touched by the disease.

spare some time to help out
during this critical
fundraising time for our
organization. Those
interested in signing up as a
volunteer can register today
at myccsschedule.ca or call
our office at 519-753-2566.
For companies who wish to
host a workplace
fundraiser please contact
Vanessa at
vjanzen@ontario.cancer.ca
or 519-753-2566.

Volunteers are essential to
the success of the Daffodil
Month campaign and we are
looking for people who can

Left, Langwinska Dentistry
participated in the 2015 Paint
The Town Pink Workplace
Campaign. Right, Avenue
Medical participated in the 2014
Paint the Town Pink Workplace
Campaign.

Soup for the Soul is more than just food
every Monday and Thursday
evening for the Soup for the
Soul Meal Program. Rain or
shine, this program does
much more than scoop out
soup two days a week.

Right in the core of
Brantford’s downtown,
members of the community
are brought together at St.
Andrew’s United Church

Depending on what is
donated, the kitchen has the
opportunity to make a bundle
of delicious meals. Some
common favourites include
spaghetti, meatloaf and
shepherd’s pie to name a few,
always paired with a bun,
salad and dessert.
“It allows people to free up
income to have more food at
home or be able to get their
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hair done or buy mom a gift
for her birthday,” explains
Community Resource
Advocate, Brandy Greentree.
Each nutritious meal serves
about 150 Brantford citizens,
jumping closer to 200 near
the end of the month when
support systems such as the
Ontario Disability Support
Program, Ontario Works and
pensions commonly run out.
Greentree’s position entails
her to be at each meal, there
to talk with anyone who
might require further
assistance.
Soup for the Soul creates
long-lasting friendships, and

connects the community to
resources that help Brantford
citizens get back on their feet
after difficult times. Client
and long-time volunteer,
Marg James explains that a lot
of the people finding
themselves at Soup for the
Soul have education, and had
jobs, but life obstacles can
arise too easily. “One job, one
death, one birth, anything like
that can change your
situation,” explains James.
Just like James, Greentree has
found many clients turning
into helpful volunteers,
continuing the cycle of giving.

“It has also supported people
in their effort to quit
substance or alcohol abuse;
by coming to the church it
gives them incentive to stay
clean,” says Greentree. “We
see people when they are in
hard times, they may not
have family or friends to help
them out when they first
come here, but they do have
them when they leave.”
Volunteers are always
needed to serve Soup for the
Souls meals. To come and
help Contact Brandy
Greentree at
soupforthesoul@bellnet.ca
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Hike for Hospice
The “Hike for Hospice” is a
1km route around the
beautiful St. Joe’s
neighbourhood and this
year’s prizes will be bigger
and better than ever before!
The Top 2 Fundraisers will
win Fabulous Vacation
Packages, the Top Team will
receive a $1,000 KEG Gift
Card and there is a $100 Toy
Store Gift Card
for the Top Youth (under 18),
as well as a huge variety of
ways to win great prizes

while supporting Stedman
Community Hospice at the
same time.
Register by March 23rd and
raise $50 and you will be
entered into 2 draws to win
amazing prizes!
To register or donate to
this year’s “Hike for
Hospice” visit our website
at www.stedmanhike.ca or
call our Foundation office
at 519.751.7096 Ext. 24.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Grand Erie is extremely appreciative and excited to
announce that the local youth mentoring agency is the recipient of the inaugural
donation by the 100 Guys Who Care Brantford. The $6,000 donation, or rather
collection of sixty $100 donations, was formally presented today at the Brantford
BBBSGE office on Charing Cross Street. That money will directly benefit children and
youth in Brantford and Brant County through mentoring programs aimed at
improving self-esteem, encouraging healthy living, and helping children realize – and
share – their full potential.
100 Guys Who Care Brantford meetings will happen quarterly, where each member
commits to donating $100. At each meeting, three guys will be chosen to pitch their
charity of choice. The members vote, and the charity with the most votes receives the
combined donation. BBBSGE was nominated by Evan Braund, a volunteer in screening
to become a “Big Brother”.
The next 100 Guys Who Care Brantford meeting happens Thursday, April 21st at the
Brantford Golf & Country Club.

Even more online at BScene.ca

12 March 2016

Behind the Scene: Charity of Hope - Jazz for Lovers
volunteers, without whom
the event could not have
been possible.

The soothing sounds of jazz
entertained scores of people,
at February 13th’s Charity of
Hope - Jazz for Lovers event.
The night began with the
musical stylings of the Frank
DiFelice Quintet as servers
delivered light appetizers:
bacon-wrapped jalapeños
and asparagus. Guests
continued to enter
throughout cocktail hour,
showing up fashionably late,
and finding seats in the
beautifully decorated and
intimate setting of Mercasa at
the Rossini Lodge. Once
everyone had found their
seats and gotten comfortable,
Lisa Markle took to the stage
to make announcements for
the evening's proceedings.
She proudly announced the
mission of the Charity of
Hope Brantford Chapter and
introduced the board
members who organized the
evening. She then thanked all
of the sponsors and

MPP Dave Levac was then
welcomed to the stage to
present a scroll, honouring
the actions of Charity of
Hope Brantford. Guests were
then presented with a
succulent, silken basil bisque
with a heart shaped
Macedonian feta grilled
crouton, while the MC
brought a young Charity of
Hope beneficiary named
Cherise Baker to the stage.
She shared her emotional and
touching story of how much
of an impact the Charity of
Hope has had on her; and she
committed to give back to the
charity that has given so
much to her.
“So many people have given
up on going to college or
university, they have given up
hope… but along comes this
charity, that's why they're
here; to give hope.” - Cherise
Baker
It was then time for dinner.
Pan-seared beef fillet, butter
poached Yukon Gold potato
croquette, paired with green
beans. Perhaps one of the
only times the room was
quiet was as everyone was
enjoying their meal. Lisa
brought Tom Mercante to the
stage to present the
beneficiary of the evening,
‘Brant Food for Thought”
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program, with a cheque for
$5000, as part of The Charity
of Hope's commitment to
support and encourage the
youth of our city. The band,
which had entertained
throughout the evening, then
made an announcement “to
dance the night away” and
continued to play until the
late hours of the night.
As the event drew to a close,
Tom announced that the
evening’s event was able to
raise over $30,000, and that
Charity of Hope Brantford
plans to reintroduce the
funds back into the
community over the coming
months. To learn more about
the Charity of Hope, or to
become a volunteer, please
visit them at:
www.charityofhope.com and

make sure to Be Seen
supporting upcoming Charity
of Hope Events.
The Charity of Hope
Brantford Chapter would like
to thank the following:
Charity of Hope Brantford
Members:
Tom Mercante, Brian
Witteveen, Craig Woodrow,
Patsy Whicha, Javier Torres,
Liliana Camacho, Kayla
Martins, Ian Ladd, Paul
Petrella, Deb Lawrence, Brad
Markle, Julie Grech, Lisa
Markle.
Jazz for Lovers Sponsors:
Scotiabank
Napa Auto Parts
3M

CARSTAR Brantford
Hub international
Brantford Nissan
CARSTAR Corporate
Discount Car Rental
Millard, Rouse & Rosebrugh
BMO
Gino Ingraudo, C.A.
Hollis Wealth
Mercante Inc.
Uniparts OEM
Food Sponsors:
Liaison College staff and
students, for preparing the
evening’s dishes.
Petit Gourmet Food
Company, for the soup
Strodes BBQ, for the beef and
SWEET Bakery, for the
desserts.
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66th Edition of Flashing Blades: Fantasea on Ice

The Brant Skating Club is
proud to present the 66th
edition of Flashing Blades.
Join us on April 2nd 2016 at
Brantford’s Civic Centre
for the long standing
tradition in our
community, offering two
shows 1 pm and 7 pm.

Over 200 skaters of all
levels will perform their
rendition of Fantasea On
Ice. From Little Mermaids
to Pirates of the Caribbean,
the show is sure to
entertain!
2006 Olympian, four time
National medalist and
Stars On Ice cast member
Shawn Sawyer will be the
special guest skater.
Known for his great
flexibility and his artistry
on ice, Shawn will be
performing in both shows.

Tickets are available at the
Civic Centre box office,
The Wayne Gretzky Sports
Centre, or from any BSC
member.

The show will also feature
Brantford’s own Crystal
Formations Adult
Synchronized team and
the debut of two new
synchronized teams;
Beginner 1 and Pre-Novice.

Into The Sun plays debut show

Brand new to the Brantford music scene "Into the Sun," performed to a
packed house for their first show on Saturday, February 20 at The
Starving Artist Gallery and Cafe. Formerly "Robert Elliot and Company,"
the group members Robert Elliot, Jennifer Foisy, and Nick Lamarsh
performed with friends for their first live show, and filled the house.
Performing originals and covers featuring the songs of The White
Buffalo, She&Him, and Christina Perri, this trio is starting out strong,
keep your eyes peeled for more of their events around town. Upcoming
dates include April 17 at The Station Coffee House, and May 7th at The
Starving Artist Gallery and Cafe.

Even more online at BScene.ca
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Stay Updated! Visit BScene.ca for additions and changes
Follow @BScenePaper on twitter and BScenePaper on facebook
Send your event listing to events@Bscene.ca
Deadline for Next Edition: March 25
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"On the grow" with BrantFro
BrantFro is visiting BRANTastic Businesses, with photography by Luvern Mornin.
photographs of local and
international celebrities.
We have approximately
100 employees, and
three of them have more
than 30 years of service:
Cindy Hiscock, Sales and
Marketing Manager,
Carol Forbes, Kirby’s wait
staff, and Randy Legacy,
Maintenance and we
have 8 employees that
have 25 years of service.
The hotel was renamed
Best Western Brant Park
Inn because it was
adjacent to Park Road
and located in a park-like
setting.

Best Western PLUS Brant Park Inn & Conference
Centre, located at 19 Holiday Drive, is a staple in
our community when it comes to tourism and
events. I had the chance to interview with some of
their staff and learn the history and future.
B: When did the hotel open? And what's the story
behind it?
BW: Our location was originally built as a Holiday Inn
on Holiday Inn Drive. We now have 158 guest rooms
including 10 whirlpool suites and 34 suites with
fireplaces. Our Grand Ballroom is licensed to seat 500
people for a banquet and we were awarded the
Chamber of Commerce Business Excellence award in
2003. The Best Western also received 20 Shining Star
Tourism awards, in only 6 years. Our previous licenced
bars and restaurants were the Old Vic Lounge, Time
Out Lounge, Mulberry’s, and is now Kirby’s Bar and
Buffet. We also have a wall of fame with 225

B: What kind of
programs do you run to
attract tourists to
Brantford?
BW: We work with a few key partners in the
community to attract visitors to the area, for example;
Tourism Brantford, the Sanderson Centre, and Best
Western Ontario/Quebec Coop. We offer packages
with partners such as Grand Experiences, African Lion
Safari and The Sanderson Centre.We also support
many memberships such as Brantford Chamber of
Commerce, Paris and District Chamber of Commerce,
Cambridge Chamber of Commerce, as well as many
service clubs such as: Kiwanis Club of Brantford,
Rotary Club, and Regional 3 Tourism Ontario. We
proudly work closely with new partnerships such as:
Ohsweken Speedway, OLG Casino, Wilfred Laurier, and
Ancaster businesses.
B: Community involvement is important to your
location, how did you become such a popular
location for events and what helps set you apart
from other venues?

BW: We have been in the community for 27 years and
the hotel is the only Conference Centres in the area.
Our facilities are the perfect place for weddings,
company parties, social events, celebrations of life, and
trade Shows, et cetera. We can facilitate everything
under one roof; for up to 500 people. Our staff is
amazing at taking details and following through for
every event. Our event planner, Melanie Mackay, is the
best with our brides and organizing their every detail;
as well as then many other events she helps to plan.
Our chef and his culinary team prepare some of the
finest dishes in the city and are known for serving
fantastic food daily, in our full service restaurant,
Kirby’s Bar and Buffet.
B: What is one of the best comments or stories
you've received from a guest?
BW: One of our favourites is, “Everything was great!
The staff were amazing! We could have never imagined
that our special day would be so perfect! Thank you for
everything.” from guest, Haggith VanHeeswyk. Another
was, “You all do an amazing job. We love having our
dinners at Best Western.” from guest, Elkin Natural.
B: What do you have planned for 2016?
BW: Best Western is changing again. A new start with a
fresh new name and logo. Our exciting brand refresh
is moving forward. We are excited to be receiving new
logos that will help contemporize our brand, broaden
customer appeal, and highlight the improvements to
the quality of our branded hotels. Best Western
Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre is excited with a
name change as well. All guest rooms will be
renovated by the end of June 2016. We also host
weekly events which you can find advertised in many
media sources throughout the city, and for more
information you can visit our website at
bestwestern.com.

A thank you to ‘closeteers’

The Closet Door, located in
the Artisan Village in West
Brant, raises funds for the D
Wing Cancer Care Clinic at
the Brantford General
Hospital. They are
celebrating their second
birthday and would like to
give special
acknowledgement and
thank you to the volunteers,
‘closeteers’, and customers
who have helped them get
this far. Every month, owner
Tammy and her team
prepare gifts, purchased

with store proceeds, to
deliver to local cancer care
patients receiving
treatment. Over the last two
years, more than ten local
volunteers have donated
their time, to operate the
store and to sort and price
the items that are donated
to the Closet Door. More so,
these volunteers have
donated more than just
their time, but also their
uplifting and inspiring
attitudes that are the
trademark of the store.
The Closet Door was
founded in March of 2014,
as a tribute to Tammy’s
mother Diane, who lost her
battle with cancer in May
2006. The goal of the Closet
Door is to provide
affordable and unique
fashion advice along with
items that are donated by
the community. Essentially,
a “store for the community,
by the community” which
operates on a minimum
budget; with everything
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beyond the cost of
operating, going as a
donation to support people
in the battle against cancer.
Without the support of
volunteers, a project like
this could never work;
Tammy is eternally grateful
to each and every person
who fuels her passion and
helps make her dream a
possibility. She stands by
the mantra, “ When you gift,
we gift.”
On March 10th, The Closet
Door located at 111
Sherwood Drive, Unit 17, is
celebrating with champagne
and cupcakes; with specials
and sales throughout the
store. They will also have a
limited supply of signature
Closet Chic bags stuffed
with fashionable, classy, and
fabulous amenities; along
with a few surprises. There
is also a brand new,
authentic Coach purse that
will be raffled off with the
purchase of any item. The
event will run 6 p.m. till 8

p.m. so consider this your
cordial invitation. Make sure
to Be Seen celebrating with
Tammy and her volunteers

at the Closet Door, as they
say thank you in style and
throw kindness around like
confetti.

The Closeteers. Photo: Patrick McEachern
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BAdvised Taryn Crieghton
Tip Top Health Shoppe
164 Colborne Street W
519.759.3304
www.tiptophealthshoppe.com
With all the supplements on the market today
people often wonder what ones are truly
necessary for good health. Tip Top Health
Shoppe & Crystal Salt Spa carries them all, but
today we are going to list the basics, that
everyone, including children, should be taking.
A good multi-vitamin/mineral complex is vital to
ensure that we are getting the minimum basic
vitamins and minerals required for optimum
health. Liquid, chewable, capsule or powdered
packets you can add to a smoothie or juice,
there are lots of choices. There are also multivitamins that are specifically geared to children,
teens, and younger or older women & men.
Another supplement everyone should be taking
is omega 3. It is vital for brain and cardio health,
for joints and vision. In fact every cell in your
body requires omega 3 to repair and replicate.
There are soft gels (including burp-free ones) as
well as orange & lemon flavoured liquids. Even
bubble gum and chocolate flavoured omega 3s!
Something for everyone.
In addition, a good greens formula is essential
to good nutrition. Even if you think your family
is eating well, even if you are eating strictly
organic, our soils have been depleted over the
years. So our crops, even the healthiest fruits
and vegetables, simply do not have the same
nutrients that they used to. Adding a good
greens formula like Progressive Vege-Greens or
NAKA’s Vital Greens to your daily regime

ensures you get all the macro & micro-nutrients
that you need.
Vitamin D also plays a key role not only in
maintaining good health, but also in being able
to properly assimilate other vitamins &
nutrients. Vitamin D is essential to the
treatment of osteoporosis because it promotes
calcium absorption from the diet & is necessary
for normal bone growth. Some research
suggests it may also ward off immune diseases,
infection & cancer. While Health Canada
recommends 1000iu for healthy adults, many in
the natural health field suggest we may actually
need 5-10,000iu per day, particularly in the
winter months when we are not getting it from
sunshine. The debate continues, but everyone
agrees it is essential to supplement.

Jason Freeze
Inspired Unity
@jasonfreeze
jason@inspiredunity.ca
www.InspiredUnity.ca
Social Media for #SmallBiz

Do you ever feel like your business is being
left behind in the Social Media world? We
all hear the phrase, "if you're not on Social
Media you're missing out," or "its 2016, why
aren't you on Facebook yet." For some
people, this doesn’t matter as Social Media
can be a time wasting machine. It can be
hard to break through all the noise about
games, pictures of your friends’ cats, and
petty arguments. However, for the small
business owner, you also have to
remember that many of your customers
are on these platforms. And in order to
reach these people you have to be active
on Social Media too.

Magnesium is another nutrient that many, many
people are low on. Every organ in the body,
especially the heart, muscles, and kidneys,
needs magnesium. It regulates over 300
processes in the body. Symptoms of deficiency
include muscle cramping, spasms, anxiety, poor
sleep & more.

First of all, remember that your business
page won’t be absorbed into the “noisy”
personal posts from some of your friends.
Second, you’ll want to follow, invite, and
engage with the local influencers in the
area. These people are more likely to care
about what you have to offer and are going
to talk about it too.

These are the basics we should all be taking
daily. We should fine tune our intake of other
supplement s based on our individual needs.
Women may need extra iron or calcium. Older
men may want to up their heart healthy
supplements. Come and see us and we will help
you meet all your nutrient needs.

One misconception about Social Media,
that turns people off, is the idea that you
have to be on many different platforms in
order to reach a larger audience. Simple
math suggests that the more places you go,
the larger number of people you'll be able

Tammy Hunt-Eechaute
The Closet Door
111 Sherwood Dr
519‐771‐8954
www.facebook.com/TammyJeanene

Spring Trends for 2016
With Spring in the air...put the pep in your step! Flats are easy go to shoe for Spring,.but add a
little height with a kitten heel open toe!
Colors this season transport us to a happier, sunnier place where we feel free to express a
wittier version of our real selves.
Bring out the palettes of pastels, floral prints and lace! Boyfriend jeans and whites are a
Constant Spring to match with these colours,..you will see also earth tones mixed with bright
blues, greens, oranges and yellows! Take the plunge and embrace colour with pants, purses
and accessories of jewelry with COLOUR!
Ahhh, the budget...money wars will NOT BREAK US! Right
So look for these fashions at thrift stores, because you may only need one or two pieces to
add to a wardrobe and while your money will stay focused on the budget, you can stay
focused on feeling and looking spring refreshed! Yes!
Check out The Closet Door Facebook page to bring you through the doors for a cause, we
donate monthly to our local Cancer Care at BGH and gifting a patient! The Facebook page also
posts daily fashions, promo's and Auction on NEW donated purses to put your bids to this
cause! Need advice we are here to help,..be our guest we will be waiting for you! Pinterest is
always a great guide to help you mix and match wardrobe and guide you for options to
purchase!
Cleaning out for new items,..no problem! The Closet Door also accepts in style trending items
for teen, woman and men! It's The store where everybody knows your name, when sign the
chalkboard your signing the card received by the patient!

to reach. However, with Social Media you
need to take into consideration where your
target market is located. Plus, having more
platforms means a lot more work. Instead,
use Social Media and your time more
efficiently. Don’t get flustered by trying to
do it all, just concentrate on the most
important platform for you and your
customers.
Another misconception about small
business Social Networking is that people
think Social Media can be a quick fix to
connecting with many people. While Social
Networking does help, it takes time to build
a good reputation and following on Social
Media. Imagine that you just started your
business. It takes time, effort and customer
service to gain customers. It's the same
concept online. You have to connect with
people regularly and provide something
useful for them to keep coming back.
Now that we understand some of the
disincentives of getting into Social Media,
we can start looking at getting more
involved online and sticking with it.
If you’re ever in need of help with your
Social Media strategy, please connect with
me for some help and suggestions!

Chris Schmidt
The Colour Shoppe Inc.
41 Morton Avenue East
519.753.3406
www.colourshoppeinc.com

Painting A Nursery: What You Need To Know
Having a baby is both an exciting and
extremely busy time and if you have an
impending arrival there is no doubt that your
household will be preoccupied with getting
things ready. There is a good chance that a
large portion of your time and effort is
devoted to preparing the nursery for your new
bundle and painting it is likely to be at the
forefront of your mind. However, if your
baby's arrival isn't too far away and you still
have to paint the nursery, you should be
careful what paint you use. Here are a few
things to know before you paint.
I encourage expectant mothers to leave the
painting job to their partner, family members,
or a professional. But, that doesn't mean they
can't still be involved! We have baby-friendly
paints that can be made to any colour, so
moms-to-be can still play a part in the room's
décor.
Choosing Zero V.O.C. (Volatile Organic
Compounds) paint is highly encouraged. Check
to make sure the paint and tints are Zero
V.O.C. If you want to completely eliminate the
risk of paint fumes affecting your baby, you
should avoid doing any painting or decorating.
However, if you choose to do some painting or
decorating, there are some steps you can take
to help prevent paint or chemical fumes

affecting your baby:
• Use paints and decorating materials that are
labelled “Zero V.O.C.”
• Avoid using spray paints and other
decorating materials that contain solvents
• Contact the manufacturer if you're unsure
about which chemicals or substances are in
the paint or decorating material you are using
– they should be able to advise you
• Make sure any room you paint in is wellventilated by opening any windows or doors
• Use gloves, long pants, and long-sleeved tops
to help protect your skin
• Avoid drinking or eating in a room you're
decorating in and wash your hands when
you've finished painting
• Make sure you take it easy when decorating
• Try to leave any physically demanding or
potentially dangerous tasks to someone else
It's especially important to limit your exposure
to chemicals during pregnancy, so it is
important that you pick the right type of paint
that won't give off harmful fumes. Enjoy your
pregnancy and relish the safe and cozy
environment that you have made for your
child. If you have any questions or concerns,
we are always here to help guide you and
make sure you are safe.
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A few weeks back I was in
conversation with a couple of
students in Harmony Square
and the subject of local
history and monuments
came up. They were quite
impressed with our Cenotaph
and with the monument to
the Boar War, the cannon in

Alexandra Park was ‘cool’, and
one even knew of the little
sculpture park on Brant Ave
across from the Catholic
church, but when I brought
up the Brant Memorial in
Victoria Park I was shocked
to hear it described as just
"an Indian on top of a stone
base." I asked if they could
remember if anything else
was on this base and all they
could come up with was “I
think there’s a kinda plaque
thingy on one side, oh, and
there’s something on the
ground too”. When I asked
whether there was any more
to it the consensus among
the students was a simple, “I
don’t think so”.
Is this the way you would

Follow us on facebook or twitter: BScenePaper

describe it to someone? Have
you ever gone to the park to
look at this memorial? Or is it
just one of those things that
you know exists because you
have to walk around it so
often to get from point A to
point B.
In the past couple of issues
I’ve been talking about people
that never look up from their
phone, or whatever, and
when they do look they don’t
really see what they’re
looking at. So many seem to
have lost, or at least
temporarily lost the ability, to
observe their surroundings
and retain what they’ve seen.
This isn’t anything new in our
lives, I have a memory of my
grandfather describing the

‘new’ generation as having
the attention span of a gnat
for exactly the same reason:
looking without seeing.
Is it because the world and
everything that we deal with
in it is just too much and
we’re overloading our
systems? For the most part I
personally think that this is
exactly what’s happening, too
much, too soon, and maybe
too loud; is this life turning
out to be too much of
everything? Sure, it’s all
important and we need it,
this, or that, but are we
losing the world around us
because of it. I want to ask
the readership a simple
question here, what would
happen if you took some time

out of your day to observe,
with no ulterior motives, and
look at where you are, maybe
where you’ve been or even
where you are going.
When I spoke of looking up
last time, I actually heard
from a few readers that they
actually did this and were
pleasantly surprised at what
they discovered, but maybe
some are looking up too far
and are missing out what’s in
between. For the benefit of
the people that got me
started on this diatribe I’m
giving you some images of
what’s between your feet and
the “Indian on top”.
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LOL Luvern on Laughs

#SUPPORTLIVECOMEDY
Welcome back live comedy
fans! I hope you were able to
attend one of the fifteen free
shows in town I mentioned
last month. For those who
did venture out, thank you
for supporting local comedy.
You're awesome. Now that
you know where the free
shows are, please keep in
mind there are paid shows
around town too. Keeping
up-to-date with the
schedule at the Sanderson
Center is a good idea,
because they showcase
professional comedians
every couple of months.
Also, the Brant Curling Club
is offering a wicked fun
comedy show on May 29th;
more on that next month.
Comedy shows pop up all
over Brant County and it's
hard to keep up, but it looks
like you guys really enjoy
laughing because without
the demand for comedy,
there wouldn't be so many
shows! LOL
I've been to hundreds of
shows and know that live
comedy is where the fun is.
Watching a TV comedy

special or YouTube video just
gets me warmed up to see to
a live show. When my friends
come out with me, I enjoy
the night even more because
when they laugh, I laugh
along too. Laughter is
proven to be contagious. No
seriously it has! LOL Live
local comedy brings us
together. We laugh as a
community, and we share
our experience, either
positive or negative, with our
circle of family and friends. If
you're friend tells you the
show they went to was
amazing, it would naturally
inspire you to make plans to
attend. If they said it was
absolutely horrible, they're
just wrong LOL. There are so
many comedians in town
that offer a wide variety of
topics, you're sure to find
something you enjoy. Don't
listen to the naysayers!
Head out to a show, find a
comfy seat, get yourself a
beverage, and you're ready
for the night ahead. It's that
easy. All you do is listen.
There's a couple of reasons
why I support live comedy. 1)
I love to laugh and hearing
the laughter of a crowd is
incredible. 2) I take pictures
of the comedians during
their performance so they
can promote themselves for
future shows. 3) Research
research research...to keep
YOU informed about Brant
County's comedy scene.
All ages enjoy live comedy
and it's very good for your
health too. If you're feeling
slightly depressed, a comedy

show helps lift your mood.
And guess what? Your mood
is the most important thing
in your life! Think about it.
If you're so busy you can't
think straight, a live comedy
show would be an amazing
few hours for you to destress and forget about life's
realities for awhile. Trust me,
it really works and I'm
writing for both scenarios.
So there's about 75,000
available people to attend
live shows in town... only
74,950 people left to reach!
LOL
I'm glad that comedy is so
powerful in Brantford and
I've seen many new faces at
shows recently. Comedians
are coming to our town from
Toronto which means we
have carved a spot on the
map. We are strong indeed.
This picture was taken by
Doug Keating; a truly unique
and entertaining comedian
who comes to Brantford
every few months. It's the
back of Dave Sokolowski's tshirt. Dave produces comedy
shows in the Mississauga and
surrounding areas. My point
is, #supportlivecomedy is
universal. I am truly grateful
for everyone who has
participated in supporting
live comedy during this past
year. May you laugh until you
cry, until your face hurts,
until you pee yourself a little
bit, or until your stomach
actually hurts from all that
exercise! LOL See you at the
next show.

Pisces: It’s your time to shine! Know you are a gift to the planet.
Feel confident this month and watch the blessings flow into
your life.
Aquarius: The lesson right now is to know you are worthy of
anything your heart desires. If you could have anything in the
world what would it be? What is holding you back from
achieving that? Know any limitations only exist in your mind.
Capricorn: Are your thoughts and words supporting you? Or
are they breaking you down and working against you? This
month set the intention to only say positive things and redirect
negative thinking towards gratitude.
Sagittarius: You are a wild and free spirit but know that you do
not need to be afraid of security. This month redefine what it
means to feel secure. Know that feeling secure in yourself does
not mean you are stuck in one place forever.
Scorpio: It’s time to full on follow your heart. This may lead you
into strange and vulnerable places but you are no stranger to
uncharted territory. Listen to your feelings; they are always
guiding you.
Libra: Take it moment by moment, breath by breath, this
month. Life is getting confusing and it’s hopeless to try and
intellectualize it. Things might seem out of balance but do not
let that throw you off. Trust in divine order.
Virgo: Relationships are centre stage this month. Remember
that the longest relationship you will ever be in is the one with
yourself. All relationships are teaching you things about
yourself this month. Don’t get mad if you are confused, instead
surrender and let it go.
Leo: Life may take you in a different direction that you
originally expected, and that’s ok! Imagine you are on a
scavenger hunt and your feelings are your clues. Your
intuition/emotions are heightened this month. Trust them.
Cancer: It’s time to expand your beliefs around what is possible.
If your heart says yes, then it can become a reality. Follow your
feelings no matter how unrealistic they may seem. The more in
touch you are with your emotions, the faster life will transform
for the better.
Gemini: Career and legacy are highlighted for you this month.
However it is not about intellectually “figuring it out”. Instead
the lesson is to observe where life is guiding you. Everything is
working out perfectly even if you are confused.
Taurus: This month you may be drawn to charity work or
activism. Do something to help the greater good. As you follow
your passions you will connect with like minded people and
cultivate special communities.
Aries: You always love to move forward courageously but most
of this month is about taking it slow and tying up loose ends.
Do not get frustrated if you feel like you are at a standstill,
everything is lining up to launch you forward next month.
Looking for even deeper insight? Shannon is available for
your own personal readings.
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Sandra on Scene

Theatre is an experience, not just entertainment
and there was more than enough of it to experience
in February as four plays were presented within a
span of three weeks. Three of those plays had
overlapping performances in the last week of
February… NANA’S NAUGHT KNICKERS by Paris
performers, THE OTHER NOISE by ICHTHYS
Theatre and Whimsical Players’ BEAUTY AND THE
BEAST. Then there was Stage 88’s ON GOLDEN
POND, which had performance dates conflicting
with Paris Performers first performance weekend.

This was a first time directing effort for Darlene
Murphy who says, “I couldn’t have had a better more
experienced cast.”
The play was adjudicated by the Western Ontario
Drama League opening night and resulted in actress
Catherine Camp Paynter being nominated in the
best actor category.
“When I decided to try my hand at directing, I
wanted something hilariously funny,” says Murphy.
“Nana’s naughty Knickers filled the order.” Please
see more of this story online.

Pad, Parachute Program, Roots of Empathy, Mothers
In Mind and the ECE Awards. www.kidscanfly.ca

On Golden Pond
See more of this story online.

Beauty and the Beast

Stage 88 presented Ernest Thompson’s ON GOLDEN
POND at the Sanderson Centre February 18 through
20, 2016 to standing ovations.
On Golden Pond, is a classic American
comedy/drama that’s every bit as touching, warm,
and witty today as when it debuted on Broadway in
1979. It was also an Oscar winning movie starring
Katharine Hepburn, Henry Fonda and Jane Fonda
(1981). This is the love story of Ethel and Norman
Thayer, who are returning to their summer home on
Golden Pond for the forty-eighth year.
Director of Stage 88’s presentation Rick Toews
notes, “Watching this great cast bring these
characters to life has been amazing. The crew has
worked tirelessly to complete the experience.” For
more of this story Be Seen online.

The new Whimsical Players theatre group launched
themselves with BEAUTY AND THE BEAST, script by
Vera Morris, directed by Meghan Graham.
Performances were held the last weekend of
February at TB Costain/SC Johnson Community
Centre in Brantford. The troupe wanted to choose a
well known story as their first play that would bring
out families. The cast of 20 spanned all ages, hailing
from Brantford and Brant County. The show offered
magic, comedy and drama and lots of action
including a real choreographed sword fight and
ballroom dancing. See more of this story online.

Task Force Open Forum at ICHTHYS AGM
Councilor Cheryl Antoski, ICHTHYS’ Lorna Stratton
and Cultural Advisory Committee Chair Vern Payne
are part of the City Task Force looking into the need
for a 250-300 seat performance venue in Brantford.

The Other Noise
THE OTHER NOISE, presented by ICHTHYS
Theatre, written, directed and produced by Martin
Smith, played at the Gord Paynter Theatre the last
weekend of February and the first weekend of
March. Whether it is side-splitting humour or the
wistful discovery of hope, The Other Noise is both a
fantasy and a reflection of the feelings we all share.
A unique look at grief, the show was billed as a
comedic quest to a place of hope. BScene will attend
the show March 4, 2016. See coverage online.
Kids Can Fly
Nana’s Naughty Knickers
Paris Performers Theatre had a little sexy fun this
time around with NANA’S NAUGHTY KNICKERS
written by Katherine DiSavino at the Paris
Fairgrounds, the last two weekends of February.
Follow us on facebook or twitter: BScenePaper

Perhaps the biggest issue facing community theatre
in Brantford is lack of a performance venue.
“We are all gypsies,” is how Lorna Stratton Artistic
Director of ICHTHYS Theatre describes the lack of
an adequate home base to rehearse and perform. To
address the issue the City of Brantford & City of
Brantford Arts & Culture has created a Task Force
to assess the need for a 250-300 seat community
performance space in the city. This space would be
multi-purpose for Theatre, Concerts, Dance
Recitals, Presentations and more. The first round
table was planned for March 2, 2016 from in the
Sanderson Centre Lobby. They asked for input from
the community in terms of company and individual
usage along with potential audience needs.
Stratton is a member of this Task Force and invited
vice chair City Councilor Cheryl Antoski, and
Cultural Advisory Committee chair, Vern Payne, to
ICHTHYS’ Annual General Meeting, (AGM) the
morning of February 20, Glenhyrst Art Gallery, 20
Ava Rd, Brantford, ON, to have an Open Forum with
those in attendance. Refreshments were provided
by The Golden Teapot. More of this story online.

Several Community Thespians hone their craft by
taking part in events such as Kids Can Fly Storybook
Breakfast. This fundraiser, in its 9th year sold every
one of its 300 tickets. Kids Can Fly is a charity
unique to Brant with a mandate to support positive
nurturing in early childhood. Programs it provides
are Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, The Launch

With all of this theatre going on in February it is
clear that Brantford and Brant County offers more
than just winter sports. There is a thriving culture
scene, plenty of theatre that needs audiences and a
performance venue designed specifically for them.
Be sure to Be Seen at upcoming theatre events this
year.
Paris Performers has already cast its next
production I’LL BE BACK BEFORE MIDNIGHT! By
Peter Colley directed by Linda Lloyd-McKenzie set
for May 27-29, June 2-5 2016.
www.parisperformers.com
And ICHTHYS Theatre will be showcasing
TUESDAYS WITH MORRIE next by Mitch Albom and
Jeff Hatcher, Directed by Kate Elwood, June 3-5 and
10-12, at the Gord Paynter Theatre.
www.ichthystheatre.ca

Photo Credits: On Golden Pond, Heather Cardle.
Nana's Naughty Knickers, Beauty and the Beast,
Kids Can Fly, Sandra Anderson. The Other Noise,
Martin Smith.
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A Look Back
Niagara escapement. The southern
route was a less challenging route
from an engineering standpoint. This
route would have placed Brantford in
a more favourable position on a route
to London.

During the first half of the 19th
century, settlers began to populate
south-western Ontario. Trade and
travel were restricted by the poor
road conditions in the region. Money
in general was scarce and this had a
huge impact on the ability of the
government and private interests to
build and upgrade the travel
infrastructure: roads, canals and
railways.
The construction of the railways in
the middle of the nineteenth century
was the catalyst for the economic
development of Ontario. Railways
facilitated the inland development of
the province. Access to larger
markets resulted in greater outputs
from farms. More goods became
available locally and manufactured
goods could easily be shipped beyond
the local market.
The first two railways constructed in
Ontario were the Great Western
Railway, construction began in 1851,
and the Buffalo, Brantford, &
Goderich Railway (BB&G), in 1852.
The Great Western was conceived to
run between the Detroit River and
the Niagara River moving freight
traffic from the U.S. midwest to the
east coast crossing southern Ontario,
a shorter route than an all American
route south of Lake Erie. The route
was surveyed in 1847 and Brantford
was by-passed, the route ran north of
the Town through Paris and
Harrisburg.
A couple of developments led to the
decision to by-pass Brantford. The
road from Detroit through London to
Hamilton already passed through
Brantford; it was thought that the
railway would closely follow the road;
so the Town did not offer the railway
a bonus to build through Brantford.
In addition Sir Allan MacNab and Dr
Hamilton, two directors of the Great
Western, wanted to build the railway
through Hamilton and along the
northern edge of the Dundas Valley.
This route favoured their land
holdings, rather than a more
southerly route by-passing the

As it became apparent that the Great
Western would pass the Town, local
merchants, led by Phillip VanBrocklin,
organised The Brantford & Buffalo
Joint Stock Railroad Company in 1849
to connect Fort Erie with Brantford. A
ferry would provide the final link to
Buffalo. The line would terminate in
Paris at a junction with the Great
Western. Brantford and Buffalo
already had a trading relationship via
the Grand River Waterway; the
railway would provide an all weather,
12 month connection.
The route between Paris and Fort
Erie was surveyed in 1850 by William
Wallace, the chief engineer for the
New York City Railroad. In 1852, the
railroad was chartered as the Buffalo,
Brantford & Goderich Railway. The
extension to Goderich was designed
to open up Perth and Huron Counties
to development and to capture
freight traffic on the upper Great
Lakes and funnel that traffic through
Buffalo, maintaining Buffalo’s
dominance as a conduit for mid-west
America trade. The line was the only
railway in Canada over 50 miles in
length built without the aid of
Government funds.
Besides VanBrocklin other prominent
local investors included Ignatius
Cockshutt, Arunah Huntington,
Archibald Gilkison, James Christie,
George Wilkes, John Kerby, and John
Lovejoy. James Wadsworth, the
mayor of Buffalo, was the first
president of the company. Brantford’s
VIA Rail station is located on
Wadsworth St.
The line reached Brantford on 13January-1854 and Paris, connecting
with the Great Western, on 6-March1854. The Great Western line through
Paris opened 15-December-1853.
The line through Brantford built in
1853 is still in service; from Paris
across the Grand River on a trestle 80
feet above the river, along Highway 2
to the VIA Rail station then heading
straight in a south east direction
through the east end of Brantford to
Cainsville. The north-east diversion
just east of the train station to
Harrisburg and Lynden opened in
1871.
Initially the company appeared set to
prosper but a series of financial
debacles would push the railway into
bankruptcy. The line was under

capitalised. This resulted in a line
that was poorly built and labour
unrest when payrolls were missed. In
protest, the workers damaged railway
equipment and tore up miles of
tracks. Labour unrest made people
reluctant to use the railway. There
was also evidence that the decisions
of the railway’s directors placed their
personal interests above the
company’s. This was not unusual for
the time. The railway ran out of
money in 1854 and had shut down
completely in the fall of 1855.
The Great Western made a low-ball
offer to buy the company but the
offer would have resulted in
substantial losses to the English
bondholders so the bondholders
reorganized the company as the
Buffalo & Lake Huron Railway (B&LH)
in 1856. The line reopened in
November 1856. Despite the financial
crisis of 1857, construction of the line
to Goderich continued and was
completed in June 1858.
Traffic along the route never came
close to initial expectations. Lake
freighter traffic through Goderich
required transshipment at both
Goderich and Fort Erie proving more
costly than an all rail route through
the U.S. In addition, Goderich
harbour was ice bound in the winter
months. A bridge between Fort Erie
and Buffalo was finally opened in 1873
permitting through traffic to Buffalo.
Suffering financially, the Buffalo &
Lake Huron Railway entered into a
joint management agreement with
the Grand Trunk Railway in 1864. The
B&LH provided the Grand Truck a
direct route between Sarnia and
Buffalo, through Stratford. Because of
continued poor financial
performance, the Grand Truck
acquired the B&LH under a perpetual
lease in 1869.
The existence of the railway, much
like the construction of the Grand
River waterway, spurred the
development of manufacturing in
Brantford. For an inland town,
Brantford developed reliable
transportation connections to the
outside rather early.

Thanks to Dr.
James Hillier

I would really like to see a germ –
Or anything else that I can’t see now.
Maybe an atom or even a sperm
The only problem is I don’t know how.
I could try piling lenses one on one
And maybe shine a flashlight through
all of them.
That might make a grain of sand look
big,
But my view wouldn’t be cell of stem.
But the scientists know how to see
small stuff
And they’re seeing smaller each day
That’s how they’re catching diseases
in the rough
And learning how we came this way.
Now the fellow who made the viewing
happen
Was born and raised in Brantford
town.
Dr. James Hillier created quite a flap
in
Scientific journals the world around.
So if my need to see infinity makes it
hard to cope –
And such a need could hardly be
thought of as sillier –
I’ll seek out an Electron Microscope
And say thanks to the good Dr. James
Hillier.

Check us out in between Issues!

Before the railways, travel to
Hamilton from Brantford by road
took 7 hours; Toronto, one day;
Buffalo via the Grand River waterway,
24 hours; but by train to Buffalo, 4
hours, and that included 18 stops
along the way. The increase in speed
was staggering. The railway was the
equivalent of a 400 series highway in
its day.
Next time, manufacturing takes hold.
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Being Seen with BScene

A look back on February, through the eyes of our reporters and photographers.

Photos: Ida Adamowicz
The entire Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre was full of delight as people enjoyed the activities of World Nutella Day on Friday, February 5th.
The lobby and activity rooms were all packed with people experiencing the delicious spread with pancakes, desserts, and even two types of chili. The tasty
treats were created for the Bakers Challenge and were brought in from the Blue Dog Coffee Roasters, Freedom House, Gus & Guidos, Home Baking By Carolyn,
Rossini Lodge, Solely Cannoli, Strodes BBQ & Deli / Strodes Express, and SWEET Bakery. Guests were also greeted by the Hulk and Witch Hazel, Captain
Kindness, and our Town Crier David McKee.

Photos: Ida Adamowicz
Harmony Square Brantford was filled with joy, excitement, and a cool breeze in the air, as thousands of people attended the three day festival with family
and friends. BScene photographer Wonderful Ida was able to capture these ‘cool’ shots.
Congratulations to the many volunteers who bring this amazing event to our city each year.

Follow us on facebook or twitter: BScenePaper
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Being Seen with BScene

A look back on February, through the eyes of our reporters and photographers.

Photos: Sandra L. Anderson
The Kid’s Can Fly Storybook Breakfast held on February 6, 2016, at the New Covenant Christian Fellowship was its usual sold out success. The 300 people
over two breakfast settings were shown to their tables by storybook characters who could have been a fairytale princess, a comic book Thor or
Spiderman, Alice in Wonderland, Robin Hood and many more.
Kids Can Fly is a charity unique to Brant with a mandate to support positive nurturing in early childhood. Programs it provides are Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library, The Launch Pad, Parachute Program, Roots of Empathy, Mothers In Mind and the ECE Awards.

Photos: Sandra L. Anderson
Under a sea of blue hats there were many smiling faces getting ready to walk 2km, 5km, or 10km. The group was excited to get outside and walk for two local causes:
Brantford Welcome In Resource Centre and Why Not Youth Centres.
The event which was held on Saturday, February 20th marked its 5th year in Brantford and also saw an increase in the number of walkers and groups. With a total of 115
walkers in 24 teams, the organizations were thrilled to have such amazing community support.
Becca McLellan, the Community Developer at Why Not Youth Centres wanted to thank everyone for their participation and support. “I always have a ton of fun at this
event. I like how many different community groups come together to help out.”
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BScene Arts Scene: Heather Vollans

BScene: When did you
first discover art was your
passion?
Heather: Well, since my
teens I’ve always been a
collector of weird things.
Shells, stones, pieces of
fabric, discarded metal,
plastics, wood of all kinds.
Anything with interesting
texture and possibility.
Most of the art I have done
in the past has been about
taking something used and
discarded, and making it
into something useful or
decorative. I’ve dabbled
with all sorts of things such
as, quilting, restoring
furniture, decoupage, or
collages with painting,
acrylics, oils et cetera. It
was about 14 years ago that

I discovered mosaics.
That's when the passion
really hit. I have never
looked back.
BScene: Where is your
work on display?
Heather: You can find my
work at the Crawford
Collective; one of my
favourite places in
Brantford. A big thank you
to Lily Crawford for making
all this happen for local
artists. We change out the
art every couple of months
so there’s always
something new and fresh
to see. I’ve also exhibited at

Follow us on facebook or twitter: BScenePaper

the Brantford Arts Block,
and last year I was in the
Juried Exhibition at
Glenhyrst. I also have my
work at McMaster
Innovation Park in
Hamilton. The 20th exhibit
is coming up and I’ve had
work in every show so far.
Up until recently there was
a fine art mosaic gallery in
Creemore and I exhibited
there for several years as
well.
BScene: What inspires you
to create?
Heather: Two things really,
the materials I use, and
people I meet every day. My
mosaic work is totally
about the materials. Always.
Design comes afterwards.
When I gather disparate
materials together such as
metals, glass, ceramic,
plastics and the like; the
thrill is making those
textures work together, or
not at all. That’s what fires
me, that’s what I’m
passionate about.
Sometimes the jarring
effect of pairing materials
together is the most
powerful and satisfying.
When I exhibit, I’m very
interested in subjects
related to the human
condition: the relationships
we have with each other,
the way we react to things,
and the way we care for our
environment. I’m very
much into salvaging,
reusing and giving new life
to old things. In my art, I
want to dialogue with
people about those things.
The people I meet everyday

inspire me, I’m also inspired
by other artists. For me
though, my art is mostly
about the everyday
experiences with those
who cross my path.
BScene: If you weren't an
artist what do you think
you’d be doing?
Heather: It has taken me so
long to get the point of
actually being able to work
as an artist, I can’t imagine
not being one now. I’ve
finally figured out that this
is where I am meant to be.
I have worked in a number
of jobs over the years,
mostly office based, and
hated every minute of it.
That experience has been
good for me as well, in the
business side of doing full
time art. I don’t regret any
of it, it’s all part of life’s
colourful journey. As many
other artists will tell you,
when you have passion
inside you to do a creative
endeavour of any kind, it’s
hard to not do it; whether
it’s as a fun hobby or as a
full time career. You just
have to. I’m lucky that I can
now do a job that I really
love; it doesn’t feel like a
job at all.
BScene: What’s next?

Heather: I have so much
going on this year. I’ve just
been awarded an art
residency in Ireland. So, in
April I’m headed there for a
month to do some indepth
research. I’ll be
interviewing people and
putting together a
collection of works on
copper mining and its
environmental and health
effects. It’s part of a project
that began about a year
ago. So far, I’ve done similar
research in Mexico and
Australia and have more
research to do in Canada
still. My hope is that the
culmination of this work
will be shown in a local
exhibition. I also teach
mosaic in schools, so I have
a few interesting projects in
the pipeline for this year.
The rest of the year is full
of art adventures,
including: more exhibiting,
being involved at the
Crawford Collective, and
joining the Brant Studio
Tour in October.
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BScene Music Scene: Benjamin Dakota Rogers

Is it possible to have such an
old soul at a young age? To
me, the answer is yes.
Talking with Benjamin
Dakota Rogers, on a
beautiful morning in Paris,
was a treat to say the least.
This 19 year old,
multitalented musician and
singer/songwriter has more
than a few tricks up his
sleeve when it comes to
getting the attention of fans,
fellow musicians, and
festival goers alike.
Growing up just minutes
outside of Brantford on a
small hobby farm in Mount
Pleasant, Benjamin started
honing his artistic talents at
a young age, not just
musically. At the age of
seven, he inherited his great
grandfather's violin, saying
with a smile that, "the
instrument actually sounded
terrible" -being that it may
not sound like a Stradivari
violin. That beauty of a
family heirloom dons
Benjamin’s wall and is one of
the contributing factors to
him getting started with
music. Learning and playing
violin classically at age
seven, then transitioning to
the fiddle, and eventually,
into a range of guitar
stylings.

A fan of Leonard Cohen and
the musical styles of
Passenger, Rogers describes
his music as his own
individualistic style of folk.
His way of storytelling is a
"spoken word" singing that
has garnered him the
attention and recognition he
deserves. Benjamin’s EP,
Wayfarer, was nominated for
Young Performer of the Year
at the 2014 Canadian Folk
Music Awards. The album
has a terrific harmony of
fiddle and lyrical mosaics.
Having a few nods from the
music industry as a twotime CFMA nominee for
Young Performer of the Year
and ISC winner, Rogers has
it covered with a lyrical and
instrumental style that
piques the inner emotions of
fans; as well as himself. In
2014 Benjamin was featured
as one of the Youth
Discoveries winners at the
Summerfolk Festival in
Owen Sound and as a
participant in the youth
program at Folk Music
Conference in Toronto,
where he was awarded the
Taylor Mitchell Bursary.
His parents have played a
big part in his process from
the very beginning. He
spoke of how his father
would offer up lyrics and
ideas, and although not
quite developing into actual
songs, the ideas were there
for the taking. Music and
writing go hand in hand,
there is not one step before
the other for this creative
voice. The process is not
"forced or designated", but
when the ideas and
moments of improvisation
hit, songs and melodies are
created; tweaked by
emotion, and turned into
uncomplicated free run
music.
Last fall, Benjamin was
nominated for a second
Canadian Folk Music Award,
so he and a fellow musician
traveled to Edmonton to
perform; immersing
themselves in the Canadian
music scene. His roots are in
busking, but the Station
Coffee House in Brantford is
also adored, not to mention
opening for Sean McCann of
Great Big Sea at the

Benjamin Dakota Rogers. Photo by Jeffery Guichelaar (top), and Paul Rogers (below).
Waterford Old Town Hall;
the place of his first CD
launch. Not selling tickets,
but by donation, Rogers
packed the hall with
standing room only. Not
surprising for this talent of
intriguing sound and
melodic lyrics.
I spoke to Benjamin about
the legendary Robert Plant,
and Plant’s ideals of music, I
quoted one of Plant’s ideals
of music saying, "the only
way to keep about in this
business was to keep
evolving". I asked Benjamin
the same question, and I
think he said it best when he
said "I think my ideal
success for my music would
be if it's still being listened
to long after I'm not here".
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He Shot, She Shot

Follow us on facebook or twitter: BScenePaper
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Ida Adamowicz Exhibit at Starving Artist
Taking an exquisite look at Brantford and Paris from above;
Professional Photographer Ida Adamowicz will be featured in an
exhibit running March 9th to 30th at The Starving Artist Gallery Cafe.
After being active within Brantford for the past five years, Ida teamed
up with the city, and the community itself to create a beautiful
calendar featuring a myriad of fantastic imagery. She will be featuring
some of her favourite pieces captured around Brantford and Paris
Ontario taken as she explores the region on her bike, camera in hand.
Recently Ida went up in an airplane to photograph the views of our
fine city.
Be sure to Be Seen supporting local artists as Ida welcomes you to
come and view not only her work, but the others that will be displayed
at The Starving Artist at 42 Dalhousie St. Brantford Ontario.
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