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Time to Spring into our Community
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With my sincerest
apologies, I, the editor, have
been so busy this month
getting our latest issue
together that I have not had
a spare moment to write
about my own thoughts. I
promise to return next
month, and in the
meantime, here's an
amazing pic from Heather
Cardle capturing Bee
season. Have a great, safe
and wonderful June!

A member of the BrantfordBrant
Chamber of Commerce and the
Paris and District Chamber of
Commerce

Follow us on facebook or twitter: BScenePaper

weekend is over, summer
comes into full swing.

year, but June certainly is a
full month.

Now that the weather is
warmer and the plants are
in bloom, everyone wants
to shake off those winter
blues and get out of the
house. So let's get outdoors
and experience some spring
and summer fun!

As I mentioned in my
column last month, it's also
important to stay healthy.
It's good to get away from
the daily stresses and
experience some
community entertainment.
Getting out into the
community is a great way
to get some exercise too.

What better time is there to
get out and experience our
community? As all the
spring and summer events
are starting to take off, June
is certainly one of the
busiest months of the year.
There's golf tournaments,
charity walks, and
fundraisers, not to mention
the performances and
markets available. There's
lots going on anytime of the

There's lots of
opportunities out there to
get active and join a club or
get involved with a
fundraiser. You can get
involved and active at the
same time as you're helping
out the community.
Besides keeping ourselves
active and healthy, it's

important to keep our
community a healthy place
as well. By becoming active
citizens or even just
attending events, you help
the community prosper and
grow. It encourages more
involvement and helps to
support our local
businesses and
organizations.

So make sure to set aside
some time to explore and
interact within our
community this month. It'll
help to keep you active and
entertained and help keep
our community a
#BRANTastic place to live,
work, and play.

Ethan's 3rd Annual Lemonade Stand

It was a #BRANTastic and
warm day on Saturday, May
28th – a perfect occasion
for a cup of refreshing
lemonade!
The parking lot of the
SWEET Bakery and Strodes
BBQ & Deli / Strodes
Express plaza was packed
as people lined up to get
their lemonade and to
experience the amazing
activities. The crowds were
welcomed by Ethan and a
frenzie of lights from the

Photos: Belinda J Clements.

Fire, Police and Ambulance
trucks that came to show
their support. And the kids
were welcomed by Disney
Princesses Ana and Belle as
well as Thor, Captain
America and Captain Jack
Sparrow. People also had
the chance to get their face
painted and check out the
fun activities from the
Bellhallow LARP group and
some axe throwing.
Ethan and his parents were
thrilled to see so many
people enjoying the event.
This year they squeezed
800 lemons and used 60
pounds of sugar to make all
the lemonade they needed
for the event. They were
also very grateful for the
help they received from all
the volunteers who
donated their time to help
out. And to all of the
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community supporters who
donated prizes or items for
the lemonade and raffle
draw.
So far, Ethan has just made
the half-way point in his
efforts to raise one million
dimes to find a cure for
Juvenile Arthritis. After the
event yesterday, they made
another big leap toward his
goal, another $6,000 raised!
Thanks to the wonderful
community support and
from supporters who even
came from Cambridge,
Newmarket, and Niagara
Falls, Team Ethan is sure to
reach their goal soon.
Make sure to Be Seen
donating lots of dimes to
Ethan and enjoying some
lemonade at next year’s
event! .

Even more online at BScene.ca
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Prayer Breakfast Season
McColeman, Police Chief
Geoff Nelson were there
along with other City
Councillors, Police Officers
and members of the Fire
Department and Ambulatory
Service.

The concept of a civic prayer
breakfast is not a new one. It
happens in numerous cities
across North America but
this May, Brantford had our
first. It was launched out an
entity called “ONE Church
Brantford.” For many years,
Pastors from various
churches across the city and
county had been meeting
together for fellowship and
support. But in 2008, the
name changed to “One
Church Brantford” and action
plans were put into place to
fulfill the mandate of
“participating in the
transformation of the city.”
Since 2008 many Churches
across denominational lines
have been coming together
to (among other things) clean
up Lions Park after Canada
Day, run school breakfast
programs, and on May 20th
… host the first ever
Brantford Civic Prayer
Breakfast.
It was a wonderful time to
bless, honor, encourage and
pray for many of those who
give leadership to our city.
Mayor Chris Friel, MP Phil

Phil McColeman talked about
how the day’s message of
both truth and justice really
hit home, and then our
Mayor spoke of how much he
values the encouragement
that events like these are. As
they were talking, my mind
rewound to the previous few
days. While this was the
prayer breakfast that I had
personally put the work into,
I had attended the National
Prayer Breakfast the day
before during a very
interesting week in Ottawa.
I had been in and around
Parliament Hill while what is
now being jokingly being
called, “elbow-gate” was
happening. You’ll likely
remember the video footage
of Prime Minister Trudeau
crossing the house floor to
“assist” Conservative Party
Whip MP Gord Brown
through a “strategic MP
cluster.” You’ll remember
that in doing so, an errant
elbow hit NDP MP Ruth Ellen
Brosseau in an area that one
would rather not be elbowed.
You’ll remember the
following day where our
Prime Minister came before
the nation to apologize for
his actions. And rightfully so.
He lost his temper and acted
inappropriately. This was not
a sharpened Gordie Howe
elbow into the boards, but
certainly a wrong and

regrettable action.
But what most people don’t
know is that right before
having to apologize to the
nation and having what
would most certainly be one
of his most unpleasant days
in office, Prime Minister
Trudeau was participating in
the National Prayer
Breakfast. He had been
scheduled to read Psalm 130,
and according to one of the
organizers, he sat down to
read this chapter after
returning home from a bad
day at work.
Verse 3 and 4 say, “If you,
Lord, kept a record of sins,
Lord, who could stand? But
with you there is forgiveness,
so that we can,
with reverence,
serve you.”
After taking that
in, Trudeau was
drawn to the
book of Romans
Chapter 12. And
at this prayer
breakfast before
many other

Follow us on facebook or twitter: BScenePaper

MP’s who follow Jesus (across
party lines), Pastors and
Church Leaders from across
the country, and the press
anxious to capture his first
public statement since “the
incident” heard our Prime
Minister read this whole
chapter.
There were words like, “Do
not think of yourself more
highly than you ought, but
rather think of yourself with
sober judgment, in
accordance with the faith
God has distributed to each
of you.” Then there was “Bless
those who persecute you;
bless and do not curse.
Rejoice with those who
rejoice; mourn with those
who mourn. Live in harmony
with one another. Do not be
proud.” He read it without his
usual glint-in-the-eye
swagger. It was sober
judgement personified.
After that, former British
Parliamentarian Jonathan
Aitken spoke. Aitken was a
Conservative cabinet
minister but was convicted of
perjury in 1999 and served to

18 months in prison. He
described going through,
“defeat, disgrace, divorce,
bankruptcy and jail... the
royal flush of crisis.” But his
was a story of redemption,
hope and the vibrant life he
found while following Christ.
If ever there was someone
who could sympathize with a
governmental very bad day, it
was he.
And there we all were. Just a
bunch of flawed people;
prone to error, trying to
follow Christ in the real
world… eating eggs together.
Flashback to Brantford.
Same situation. Why is it so
important to honour our
leaders and show grace and
respect for one another?
Well… we’re not always good
at life. Maybe it comes back
to what we all know as the
Golden Rule. Do onto others
as you’d have them do onto
you. It’s a Jesus, hashtag
worthy, thought... and a
powerful one. Because one
of these days, you’re gonna
have a bad day at work too.
Hope to see you next year at
Brantford’s Prayer Breakfast.
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WTFest - Rocking the Park June 25th

Brantford entertainment
creator Jamie Stephens
says “there’s a lot going on
and a lot to feel good
about,” when it comes to
this year’s WTFest, set to
rock Lions Park on June
25th. Jamie Stephens
Events and Calbeck
Investments have
partnered once again to
bring the big name music
festival to the city. Last
year’s inaugural WTFest
saw a mixture of musical
genres including
alternative, but Stephens
said it was evident the
crowd preference was
rock. That’s why this year’s
headliners are Billy Talent
and Monster Truck. Saint
Asonia featuring former
Three Days Grace singer
Adam Gontier and the
Standstills will also

perform on the main stage.
Major sponsors for the
event are Brant Taxi and
Labatt’s. The Budweiser
“regional” side stage will
feature headliners The
Ascot Royals, A Rebel Few,
Quick Wicket, Logan
Staats, Harlot Affair,
Crimson Breed, Jim Dan
Dee and Hey Brother. On
the Friday night (June 24th)
there will be a free show
for the first 3000 people
who show up at Lions Park.
It’s the Battle of the Bands
finale when five bands
battle it out for a chance to
play the main stage. The
Battle of the Bands
headliner will be country
rock favourite Dry County.
Stephen’s points out
WTFest is really a weeklong event with a lot more
local flavor this year. Local
performers will be
entertaining at local venues
throughout the city from
Monday through Thursday
during the week preceding
the festival. There will also
be a larger selection of
food vendors with around
20 food trucks on hand for
the festival this year.
Advance tickets are 49.99
while VIP tickets are 99.99
which Stephens says is a
great deal in comparison to
similar festivals in other

The members of Monster Truck. Submitted Photo.

communities.
Stephens says according to
the algorithm Brantford’s
tourism department
provides, last year’s
WTFest had an economic
impact of $750,000 in the
Brantford area. That
includes people buying
food, paying for
accommodation and other
purchases. “You could not
get a hotel room anywhere,
even the less desirable
hotels had rooms booked,”
said a smiling Stephens. He
says organizational

meetings with the city’s
Special Events Advisory
Team (SEAT) have been
ongoing in order to ensure
things run smoothly. The
committee includes
representatives from fire,
police, the city’s legal
department and someone
who oversees road
closures. “There’s really no
way to mess this up from
an organizational
standpoint because you
meet with them and they
help you and work with
you,” he said. SEAT was
formed after a previous
failed music festival left
people who had paid for
tickets with no way to get a
refund. Stephens, who had
no connection to the failed
event, says SEAT protects
the organizers and the city
by allowing the lines of
communication to be kept
open and by helping to
ensure things run
smoothly. Planning for
WTFest has been ongoing
since about a week after
last year’s event ended. “Its
meetings, meetings,
meetings, but we wouldn’t
do it if we didn’t enjoy it,”
he says adding he and Mark
and Lance Calbeck are
passionate about both
Brantford and music.
Although the first WTFest

was considered a success it
was merely a break even
deal for the organizers.
But Stephens says they are
optimistic the success will
continue to build, adding
they have mapped out a
five year plan. Despite
being courted by other
municipalities, Stephens
says WTFest will remain a
Brantford event. He admits
it’s flattering, but insists
Jamie Stephens’s Events
and Calbeck Investments
are proud Brantford
companies that don’t plan
to leave the city.
Last year’s 7600 people
turned out to the Saturday
night concert and despite a
torrential downpour
another 4900 attended on
the Sunday. This year the
Battle of the Bands runs on
Friday Night and the main
festival on Saturday.
Stephens says weather
definitely affects walk-up
sales and attendance
overall. “The only thing I
can ask is that people pray
for no rain,” he said with a
laugh.
Tickets for WTFest can be
purchased online at
wtfest.ca or at any of the 16
Rock Universe locations
throughout southern
Ontario.

Even more online at BScene.ca
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Gamma Camera Technology
presently we assess the
severity of disease and are
able to give an assessment of
short to medium term risk,
but the new system will also
be able to add the long term
risk assessment as well
thereby being able to tailor
patient management more
effectively

Gamma Camera is the most
commonly used imaging
device in Nuclear Medicine.
Providing nearly 13,000 scans
per year and utilizing Gamma
Camera machines every day,
the Nuclear Medicine
Department at the Brantford
General is a role model of
efficiency.
The Brant Community
Healthcare System (BCHS)
Foundation is embarking on a
fundraising appeal to address
the urgent need of a new
Gamma Camera. One of the
units at the Brantford General
is no longer reparable after 21
years of service and the
remaining two Gamma
Cameras are 10 and 12 years
old. The existing Gamma
Cameras cannot keep up with
the demand and both our
inpatient and outpatient wait
times are increasing.
As Dr. Christopher O’Brien,
Chief of Medical Staff and
head of the BCHS’s Nuclear
Medicine Department
explains:

Dr. Christopher O'Brien
"The new gamma camera will
have significant improved
capabilities with regards to
patient comfort, radiation
dose reduction (reduction in
pharmaceuticals which means
savings will be realized as
well), and improved
diagnostic capabilities, and
improved throughput."

LUNG DISEASE: we will be
able to increase the accuracy
of diagnosis beyond our
present capabilities

Gamma camera is a machine
that is able to detect and
make images from the very
small amounts of ionizing
radiation emitted from
patients having a nuclear
medicine study. The Gamma
Camera usually has a table on
which the patient lies. The
images are taken using the
camera ‘head’.
A camera might have one, two
or occasionally three heads,
with one or more being used
to obtain the images. Each
camera head has a flat surface
that has to be very close to
the patient. There are no
unusual sensations associated
with having images taken with
a Gamma Camera and the
machine makes no noise.
Nuclear Medicine imaging
documents organ function
and structure using
radioactive isotopes. It is a
way to gather information
that may otherwise be
unavailable, or difficult to
obtain. We work together with
other imaging modalities to
present a more complete
picture to the physician to aid
in patient diagnosis.
Nuclear Medicine uses
substances called
radiopharmaceuticals
(tracers) that are attracted to
specific organs, bones or
tissues. The tracers are safe,
with no side effects or
reactions. These materials can
be given by injection,
inhalation or taken orally,
depending on the required
test. The tracers emit gamma
radiation that sends a signal
back to a special camera
called a Gamma Camera. The
technologists then use
computers to generate

Follow us on facebook or twitter: BScenePaper

images; numerical values
and/or graphs that specially
trained nuclear medicine
physicians use to make
interpretations.
Gamma Camera images,
combined with CT scans,
provide the latest in
technological imaging
advancements, known today
as “hybrid-imaging”. Hybrid
imaging magnifies the
resolution of malignant
tumours that were not
previously detectable with CT
or Gamma Camera
technology alone. This noninvasive technology is the
new standard of care and is
critical to providing accurate
assessments of cancer,
orthopaedic and cardiac
disease. In addition, this
technology is extremely
helpful in localizing lymph
nodes in the axilla for breast
cancer, as well as the chest
for lymphoma, and
in melanoma. This
improves the
staging of patients
with cancer to
ensure that the
correct treatment is
given at the right
time.

DEMENTIA: we will be able to
introduce a dementia imaging
program due to improved
fusion imaging
ORTHOPAEDIC PATIENTS:
patients with more complex
issues will be able to be
assessed more accurately
especially those with diabetic
foot issues
The new Gamma Camera
positions Brantford General
to remain current for the next
10 to 15 years due to the more
modern technology
incorporated into the system.
The Gamma Camera appeal
will have a significant impact
on the specialized, quality
care the BCHS can provide to
our patients through our
nuclear medicine department.
We anticipate the investment
to purchase a new Gamma
Camera will be approximately
$900,000. We rely on the
generosity of our many
donors, to help make these

important initiatives a reality
for our patients, as they are
not funded by the Ministry of
Health and Long-Term Care.
Your continued investment
will allow us to purchase a
new gamma camera to
support families in our
community. Please support
our Nuclear Medicine
department at the Brant
Community Healthcare
System Foundation.
The health of our patients
depends on it.
To learn more about the
Gamma Camera appeal, or
other important fundraising
initiatives at the BCHS
Foundation please contact us
at 519-751-5510.

Patients who will
benefit are:
CANCER PATIENTS:
breast, lung, and
prostate cancer
patients as well as
those patients with
neuroendocrine
tumors such as
carcinoid tumors:
improved
diagnostic accuracy
HEART DISEASE:

The Kate Broddick Team presents a cheque for $1300 to BCHSF
on May 26.
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The Power of the Purse - Empowering Women to Wealth
high degree of compassion.
The Power of the Purse
attracted many ladies to
help show their support for
Nova Vita while learning
valuable life skills about
dealing with money.

The "Power of the Purse"
event, presented on
Wednesday, May 4, 2016, was
a fantastic way to inspire
women to have financial
stability to be successful
throughout the course of
their lives. The event was
beautifully hosted at the
Brantford Golf & Country
Club for the second time in
row and quickly sold out. In
addition to empowering
women to wealth, the event
is in support of Brantford's
Nova Vita organization. They
aid women, children and
men who have suffered from
domestic abuse by providing
them with clothing, shelter,
food and emotional and
financial support. All
proceeds from the event's
silent auction and ten
dollars from each ticket sold
were donated to Nova Vita;
to ensure the amazing
organization can continue to
be successful in helping
people recover from their
heart breaking misfortunes.
Anne Ruddell, a
representative for Nova Vita,
spoke about the importance
of the organization with a

In comparison to the first
"Power of the Purse" event
last year, this event was
more interactive with plenty
of room for discussion and
brainstorming among the
presenters and the
audience. Shannon
McMannis: Certified
Financial Planner for
Cornerstone Capital
Financial Group, was the
host of "The Power of the
Purse". Her vision is to shine
a light on the astounding
efforts Nova Vita contributes
to the people in our
community, and to help
women feel confident and
knowledgeable with their
finances. She confidently
stated that, “Women should
be educated because the
more you know, the better!”
Shannon has a clear passion
for helping women to
become financially
successful in life.
The evening was organized
so thoughtfully and
elegantly. The women were
all very excited to be a part
of the event. Anne Manson:
Vice President, Cl
Investments Inc. along with
Rebecca Moore: Consultant
and Researcher, presented
the interactive workshop,
“Women and Money.” The
workshop had five steps to
financial success;

Power of the Purse event. Photo: Yvonne Morrison-Miller
1. Be prepared.
2. Gather as much valuable
information as possible.
3. Have those difficult
conversations about
finances with loved ones.
4. Seek professional advice.
5. Focus on your well-being.
The presentation was
extremely thorough in
addressing the importance
of having financial stability
as women. In the past
women were not typically
the “breadwinners” of the
household, but of course
that has changed so women
must know how to properly
handle their wealth. Anne
Manson explained that

together, your inherited
family values towards
money, your money
personality, and your
acquired knowledge about
money determines your
financial behavior. This
event spoke to women in the
pre-retirement and
retirement stages of their
lives, as it can be a
challenging transition for
many people in terms of
dealing with wealth. Anne
and Rebecca allowed the
women in the audience to
share their stories and ideas
which was a refreshing take
on the presentation. The
women were left feeling
empowered about the next

steps they should take to
lead to wealth in the future.
This event was made
possible by the amazing
women listed above along
with many generous
sponsors from our
community. It was an
informative evening that
sparked new ideas about
how to live a financially
successful life and how to
give back to the community.
The "Power of the Purse"
event was well received by
the women who attended. It
was a realistic and inspiring
perspective towards women
and finances today.

Forget Me Not Golf Tournament
It was a beautiful day for golf on Saturday, May 28th as the
Alzheimer Societies of Brant, Haldimand-Norfolk, and
Hamilton-Halton prepared for their annual Golf Tournament.
The golfers arrived at the Paris Grand Country Club around
noon to register and grab a bite to eat. Beside the registration
booth, the organization had many items to bid on for their
silent auction and raffle draw. Then at 1pm, the group set off to
play a great game of golf.
Thanks to the golfers, and community support last year's
tournament was able to raise $10,000. This year they were
thrilled to announce that they had already raised $14,000, with
more to come from their draws later that evening.
Special thanks goes out to Scotiabank for matching
registration money and to Paris Grand for hosting the
tournament each year.
Photos: Jason Freeze
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As the summer’s heat rises, meal programs dwindle
other meal program
available to all members of
the community that runs
year-round other than the
Salvation Army.

The city of Brantford
publishes a food calendar
each month that has at
least one form of meal
offered somewhere in town
for each day of the week
excluding Sundays. That all
changes come summertime.
The Soup for the Soul meal
program at St. Andrew’s
United Church is the only

programs shutting down.

“You can’t survive month to
month,” says Soup for the
Soul client, Kim Oliver.
“Everything closes, yet, we
have to keep going.”

Assistant community
resource advocate, Tania
Topolinsky explains that
volunteers also disappear
with the students finishing
school, people taking
vacations and the
congregation’s summer
hour changes.

Oliver is one of many meal
program clients that lives
with a physical disability.
Oliver was diagnosed with
Multiple Sclerosis in 1999,
and the humidity of the
summer months because
her to have much more
fatigue than she is typically
used to. For clients like
Oliver, it is hard enough to
survive the weather on
their own, not considering
the amount of support that
disappears with most meal

“Our volunteers go way
down … so our meals get
shrunken down, well,
simplified,” says Topolinsky.
Serving 150 to 200 people
with a skeleton crew of two
people forces Soup for the
Soul staff to make easier
meals, and use prepackaged
additives rather than the
usual fully home baked
meals. More money is also
spent on disposable
dishware because there are
just not enough volunteers

14th Annual GIANT Warehouse Sale
In spite of the crazy heat and humidity, many, many people showed up for the
14th Annual Giant Warehouse Sale held by the Brant United Way. Hundreds of
volunteers in bright red and yellow t-shirts shuttled shoppers from cars to carts
to raise funds for the Brant United Way member agencies and our community. It
is such a popular event with huge savings on every day products. They've
modified the shopping experience by introducing a new wrist band policy. I
spoke with organizers and shoppers and they all seemed extremely pleased with
the new policy.
People came away with enormous shopping carts overflowing with savings on
everyday items used around the house. They were more than happy to #BeSeen
by #BeScene at the #TheGiant warehouse sale. Kudos to the organizers for all of
their hard work to support our community!
Photos and Story: Heather Cardle
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to help with the cleanup
afterwards.
“People get more
demanding in the summer,”
says community resource
advocate, Brandy
Greentree. “The problem is,
if you don’t eat for days –
think about it, the last meal
you could eat is Thursday
night … then you can’t eat
again until we open again
on Monday at 4:30. People
get pretty hoppy.”
Greentree says the
donations seem to dwindle
as the congregation moves
on to a rotation cycle
during the summer months,
because the congregation is
where the majority of Soup
for the Soul donations
come from. The people are
just not there to donate as
often.

It is also typically around
the holiday times that
people find themselves in
giving moods, and think
about meal programs such
as Soup for the Soul; leaving
the few meal programs
open these busy summer
months without a thought.
Now is the time to help, do
not forget about your
community in need this
summer-time.
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Breakfast For Champions

Brant Food For Thought
and Title Sponsor, Investors
Group, hosted the 7th
Annual “Breakfast For
Champions” charity
breakfast gala in support of
local student nutrition
programs and program
support activities. The
event was held Tuesday
May 3rd, 2016 at New
Covenant Christian
Fellowship, from 6:45 am to
9:00 am and featured a
fabulous breakfast buffet
sponsored by local food
procurers, high school
Culinary Arts students,
chefs, and restaurants. The
keynote speaker was Chef
Tracy Winkworth, from
Liaison Culinary College
who shared her passion for
educating youth about
healthy food choices.

The goal of the event is to
raise resources and
awareness of student
nutrition programs in our
community and the
volunteers Brant Food for
Thought supports. They
rely on community-minded
businesses and individuals
to help close to 10,000
children and youth in
schools in our community.
They provide nearly 1.2
million nutritious snacks
and meals during the
school year.
Food sponsors served up a
sumptuous fare of hot and
cold breakfast items, served
by the Culinary Arts
Students of St. John’s
College (Brantford) and
Assumption College School
(Brantford). Items included:
hot whole grain waffles,
fresh berries and fruit
creations, sponsored by
Dave’s NoFrills, wholesome
muffins and breakfast bars,
yogurt and berry parfaits,
Prestige Western
Omelettes from Burnbrae
Farms, and breakfast ham
from Strodes BBQ & Deli /
Strodes Express. Hot
oatmeal, juices and lots of
fresh coffee and tea
completed the market-style

breakfast buffet.
Chair of the Brantford
Charity of Hope, Tom
Mercante, along with
committee members were
on hand to present a
cheque for $5000 to Brant
Food for Thought as part of
their ongoing commitment
to support children's
charities and outreach
programs in our
community. This brings the
Charity of Hope’s support to

$10,000 in 2016. Since 1998,
Brant Food For Thought has
been supporting and
facilitating student
nutrition programs in
elementary and secondary
schools in Brantford, Brant
and Six Nations of the
Grand River, with funding
resources for food,
nutrition education
resources, fundraising
opportunities and public
awareness.

For more information on
The Brantford Charity of
Hope, please visit them at
www.charityofhope.com
and for more information
about Brant Food For
thought, please visit them
at
www.brantfoodforthought.
ca.

Comedy at the Station "Last Night!" (Maybe...)
There were lots of laughs and lots of comics for the
last night of Comedy at The Station Coffee House And
Gallery on Thursday, May 26th.
For now this will be their last show, but everyone is
hoping they will return!
Photo: Dean Ellis
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Brantford Food Bank Golf Tournament A Success
support the services of the
Brantford Food Bank. This
contribution makes an
incredible difference! It
positively impacts their
services and clients alike.

We took a swing and
soared straight down the
fairway! The Brantford
Food Bank held their 10th
annual Drive to Survive
Golf Tournament on Friday,
May 20th. It was smooth
sailing all day long:
beautiful weather,
energetic teams, exciting
contests, and a giving spirit
overall.
This year’s tournament
raised just over $17,500 and
436 pounds of food to

Every weekday throughout
the year, the food bank is
open to the public to
provide an emergency food
hamper of two to three
days worth of food. The
food bank serves 1,200
households in Brantford
and area each month.
That’s 2,650 people, 35
percent of which are
children.
Many people don’t realize
the bravery it takes for
someone to walk in to the
food bank, and tell them
they cannot feed
themselves or their family.
It takes a tremendous
amount of courage for

anyone to admit that they
need help. The funds raised
at this annual golf
tournament make certain
that the food bank is
available when someone
takes that humbling step.
The tournament’s success
year after year can only
happen with the support of
the community, sponsors,
participants and
volunteers. Every swing
helped feed those who
need it most. Thanks to
this year’s major sponsors:
Charles Jones Industrial
and Millards. This
tournament helps ensure
that people have nutritious
meals to feed their families,
support through difficult
times, and hope for the
future.

Comfort and Joy

As a followup to the previous
piece entitled Trailing The
Rails, I decided to focus some
attention towards our newer
recreational cyclists and
share suggestions regarding
items that will most certainly
add to the experience of
riding your bicycle.
The two most important
items that a casual cyclist
can have are a bell and some
way to carry water. Having a
bell on your bike when the
trail is in heavy use can be
akin to Moses parting the
Red Sea. Give a well timed
ring and people move to the
side of the trail, oftentimes
offering a "thank you" for
your courtesy. Sheer magic.
A bicycle engine (you)
requires fuel in the form of
water. Most bicycles have at
least one place on the frame
to attach a water bottle and
cage to. Some have two. If
your bike has space for one
cage, buy a larger bicycle
water bottle instead of the
smaller size. If you require
more water, you can buy a
bottle cage that mounts onto
the handlebars. If your bike
has the space for two cages,

buy two cages and two
bottles. It's better to carry
too much water than run out
on a hot day. It's interesting
to note that there are now
bottle cages called sidemount
cages that allow a larger
bottle to fit a smaller frame.
It's nice to be able to bring
needed items with you for
the day. Things such as your
cell phone, lip balm,
sunscreen, snacks, energy
foods and money etc. There
are plenty of ways to tote
your things on a bike. You
can go all out and attach a
carrier rack to the rear of
your bicycle. This allows you
to carry the traditional
pannier or saddlebag. Many
people use what is called a
trunk bag. This is a box-like
bag that sits on the top of a
carrier rack. It isn't as
unnecessarily large as a
saddlebag and most of them
keep food and drinks cool.
You can also buy traditional
small bags that hang under
the seat of your bike. A newer
type of bag that is gaining in
popularity is called a gel box.
This small bag was designed
so that triathletes could carry
energy foods in a convenient
location during a race. The
bag sits on the top of the bike
frame directly behind the
steering stem. A magnetic
flip top allows easy access to
your cell phone and other
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small items without having to
stop and open a rear
mounted bag. There are also
many handlebar mounted cell
phone holders to choose
from.
To take things further, you
can add a small portable tire
pump or CO2 air cartridges
to your bike or bag. It's also a
good idea to have an extra
inner tube, sized for your
bike, with you. Many people
carry a small tool kit or a
multitool with them. The
thinking behind this is that in
the event of a breakdown
you'll have all of the tools
needed in case someone
comes along with repair
knowledge. You don't
necessarily have to know
how to fix it yourself. Most
cyclists are willing to help.
The final pieces of the puzzle
might include a kickstand, a
good lock, and a front and a
rear small light. Many casual
cyclists and commuters like
the extra confidence that a
mirror can give. There are
mirrors that can be added to
your handlebars, your
helmet, or a pair of glasses.
For the rider themselves, a
helmet makes good sense
and on a hot day it provides
more cooling than a bare
head. Cycling gloves offer
extra padding for additional

hand comfort and may help
to alleviate numb hands. If
you find yourself heading out
for longer rides it might be
time to consider investing in
a pair of padded bike shorts.
There are many styles
available. You can even find
padded "underwear" that you
wear underneath your
regular street clothing. Once
you try them, you'll be
hooked.

There you have it. A list of
basics that will make your
cycling very enjoyable. You'll
be sure to discover other
items that you can use. Every
year the cycling industry
comes up with another
interesting widget. That's
what makes cycling fun.
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Meet Zeke
Hi! My name is Zeke, and I’m
off the street.
I was living on the streets,
digging through garbage and
doing whatever it took to
survive. But one day I was
picked up by the local pound.
I was on death row until a
dog rescue called “One Dog
at a Time” noticed me and
saw some potential.
(Someone believes in me!) I
was feeling anxious and
unsettled with all the change,
but the rescue foster family
treated me well. Life was
good for a few weeks until I
was put into a car. I don’t like
cars. In fact, I don’t like
moving vehicles at all!
(Everyone experiences
anxiety in new surroundings.)
We ended up at the airport. I
was in a cage. New people
were talking to me. Without
warning I am headed to
another country called

Canada! My heart beat faster,
I was panting and then….I had
to go. But I was in a cage, in
plane with nowhere to go.
My street smarts activated
and I broke out of the cage.
The customs officials at the
Toronto Airport did not
appreciate my escape, but a
friendly young man spoke
softly and was able to catch
me. I went through a door
and saw a familiar face – the
lady at the airport who put
me on the plane. (What I
didn’t know is that the lady
with the familiar face had
decided she would adopt me.
She thought I would fit in
perfectly at Amani as a
therapy dog.)
Everything was new. There
were new smells, new noises
and BIG four legged animals.
And what’s with all these
rules? What do you mean I
can’t eat the chickens? (Wait
a minute, all these rules make
me feel like I belong and I am
beginning to trust!)
Life is getting good. I get to
run a lot. I love my new diet
and I have convinced my
Mum that liver treats are

mandatory prior to bed. I still
have lots to learn, my Mum
says that I fit at Amani
because I was a lost one who
has found his way.
Why is Zeke perfect for
Amani?
Zeke represents a slew of
metaphors that reflect our
own circumstances – not
being accepted, not fitting in
with rules, living in a new
place and, more positively,
what it feels like to be
accepted. Watching and
working with animals enables
us to more objectively assess
and respond to our own
situations. The more obvious
simplicity of their issues and
responses, coupled with a
similarity to our own, makes
our complicated lives that
much more understandable.
When we apply what we see
we can break through
preconceived notions and
self-imposed roadblocks and
progress beyond what we
thought achievable.
Their acceptance is also
unconditional. They are
forgiving and they are always

happy to see you. Their
behavior is consistent and
consistently positive, making
them delightful to work with
in addressing our own
complex issues.

The Brant Museum Crawl was in full effect May 21 to 29.
Here are two photos from the Canadian Military Heritage
Museum, which you can find at 347 Greenwich Street in
Brantford. Photos: Dean Ellis.
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3rd Annual Brant Business Builders Golf Tournament
Join us, the Brant
Business Builders, for our
3rd annual fundraising
golf tournament at the
Oaks of St. George Golf
Club on Thursday, June
16, 2016. All proceeds
from this day will be
donated to Camp Unity
helping send more
children to camp. Camp
Unity is a specialized
summer day camp that
addresses the unique
needs of children and
youth with Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorder
(FASD). Not only does this
camp tend to the young
children but also tends to
teenagers with FASD and
offers them a leadership
in training program
where they can train to
become a junior leader at
the camp.
Camp Unity provides a
safe space for children to
learn in fun and engaging
ways. This helps to
increase their selfconfidence, build

friendships and gain
leadership skills. This safe
space allows the children
to experience learning in
a positive environment
where they are fully
supported and
encouraged to grow and
have fun. There is a 1:2
ratio of staff to students
to promote skill
development, selfconfidence and
enjoyment. The high staff
to student ratio is what
sets this camp apart and
allows it to be so
successful.
Brant Business Builders is
proud and honoured to
fundraise for Camp Unity
so it may continue to have
such a positive impact in
the lives of the campers
and the junior staff.
Thank you for helping us
make this day a huge
success for the students
whom Camp Unity serves.
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Visit our website at
www.brantbusinessbuild
ers.com under Events
and where you will see
two options to
participate. Firstly, you

can register a foursome
for the golf tournament.
Secondly, you may fill out
a sponsorship form with
varying options for the
day.
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Camp Unity - Hope and Encouragement for Youth

Camp Unity is a
specialized summer day
camp experience
addressing the unique
needs of children and

youth with Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorder. Camp
Unity is in its sixth year
and continues to meet
and provide the academic,
physical, emotional and
social needs of our
children/youth aged 6 to
18. In 2011, Camp Unity
provides summer
programming for 6
children; as the program
moves forward into the
summer of 2016, there
will be 96 spots available
for children/youth to
attend.

In addition to our regular
camp program, we offer a
Junior Leader in Training,
Junior Leader and
Leadership program for
our teens to build life and
leadership skills. During
the school year, our
Junior and Leadership
programs participate in
weekly training and
program preparation for
the delivery of Camp
Unity in the summer
months.
“Before Camp in June I
felt bored, angry, and I

was excited to leave
school. Camp Unity has
changed my life. I had an
opportunity to help
children who have FASD
who needed support.
Every morning I felt good
about going to Camp. I
had a sense of focus; they
needed me because I
knew what they needed.”
~ Michael, 16 -Junior
LeaderCamp Unity is a dynamic
community partnership
involving Woodview
Mental Health & Autism

Services as the lead, with
Mohawk College, the
Brant Haldimand Norfolk
Catholic District School
Board, the Boys and Girls
Club of Brantford, and
parents of children with
FASD. The operation of
this camp depends on the
generosity of our
community. Brant
Business Builders have
been an ongoing support
through hosting annual
golf tournaments and
individual business
contributions.

Performances from May at the Sanderson Centre. For events, including what will be at the Centre this month, see our event guide, pages 16 and 17.
Photos: Dean Ellis.
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Where Would You Fly?
programs. You can stop by
our office (127 Charing Cross
Street) to buy yours, or sell
tickets on our behalf – either
would be appreciated. Kelly
won our draw last year – she
was kind enough to share
these kind words!

Because of the support of
WestJet Cares For Kids Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Grand
Erie is thrilled to announce
that we are raffling off an
amazing prize: ONE ROUND
TRIP FLIGHT FOR TWO to
any regularly scheduled
WestJet destination! New this
year is also an amazing
runner-up prize courtesy of
Bell City Brewery & Sociable
Kitchen + Tavern!

Learn more about BBBS by
calling 519-759-3222, e-mail
renee.vanderharst@bigbroth
ersbigsisters.ca or visit
www.bigdifference.ca.

Tickets are only $10 each, and
every dollar raised local stays
local to support our various

Mobile Crisis Rapid Response – Building Healthy Communities

Communities thrive for a
variety of highly interrelated
and idiosyncratic reasons.
Research in community
development consistently
demonstrates that an array of
social, political, cultural,
economic, and environmental
factors influence the health
and vibrancy of a community
on a personal and a collective
level.
The same principle applies for
the challenges and struggles
that both communities and
individuals face. Problems –
whether they be personal
health complications, worrying
social trends, or concerns
specific to a neighbourhood –
operate on multiple levels and
can impact a person or
community in several ways,
often simultaneously. These
challenges can also be
exponential in the way that
they can increase our
susceptibility to additional
complicating factors.
Consider any one of the
number of mental-health
crises occurring in Brantford
on a daily basis. These have
roots not only in the biological
makeup of the person-incrisis, but also in the
psychological lenses through
which the person-in-crisis
perceive the world and in the

social or political context
within which they live. A
substance addiction, for
example, is biological in the
way that the substance
impacts neurons and the
chemistry of the brain, is
psychological in the way that it
can help the person escape
trauma or cope with daily life,
and is social insofar as the
person might have easy access
to drugs or is a part of a peergroup with a proclivity towards
substance use. Similarly, their
substance use might be
associated with other negative
outcomes such as poor health,
mood disorder, neighbourhood
organization and crime, or
even economic difficulties.
Acknowledging that mentalhealth crises are multidetermined, sustained by
multiple issues on multiple
levels of scale, and can trigger
a cascade of additional cooccurring and somewhat
unexpected issues is critical if
we are to begin to work on
their resolution.
There is no panacea for
mental-health crises, no onesize-fits all solution that can
be applied perfectly in all
cases. For healthcare

Follow us on facebook or twitter: BScenePaper

providers, the recognition of
this fact has led to effective
interdisciplinary collaboration
with promising results.
Consider the new crisis service
operating in Brantford made
possible by a collaboration
between St. Leonard’s
Community Services, the Brant
Community Healthcare
System, and the Brantford
Police, where social workers
and psychotherapists attend
mental-health crises along
with a uniformed police
officers . This interdisciplinary
team works together to
simultaneously address
presenting issues such as
emotional dysregulation,
public safety, legal matters,
addiction issues, or personal
health factors, to name a few.
The concurrent disorders
outreach team, also a
collaboration between St.
Leonard’s Community Services
and the Brant Community
Healthcare System, is
comprised of professionals
from the field of counselling,
social work, occupational
therapy, and nursing; all of
whom work together to
address the whole person and
the totality of their challenge
rather than ineffectively

confronting a single issue at a
time.
Such intentional collaboration
between professionals from
unique disciplines represents a
fundamental shift in how we
should view the challenges
faced by individuals and
communities in Brantford, and
also mark a new strategy going
forward for pursuing healthy
neighbourhoods and local
communities. For more
information on the Mobile
Crisis Rapid Response

initiative and building healthy
communities, visit our website
@ www.st-leonards.com.
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Standing Together, Standing Tall Against Domestic
Violence at the 6th Annual Nova Vita Heels to Heal Walk
We are calling on all men,
women and children of
Brantford and Brant County
to come together on
Saturday June 18th, 2016 in
Harmony Square,
Downtown Brantford.
Registration opens at 10 am,
opening ceremonies at 11:15
am, followed by a short walk
through downtown with
closing ceremonies and
awards presentation to
follow.

Inspired by the theme of
International Women’s Day
2016 - Gender Equity - we
are excited to announce the
transition of Men In Heels to
now include women and
girls to walk side-by-side
the men and boys. Our new
name: Nova Vita Heels to
Heal Walk and our slogan
“Standing Together,
Standing Tall Against
Domestic Violence”
encourages our community
to work together to raise
awareness and much
needed funds for Nova Vita
Domestic Violence
Prevention Services - the
only safe shelter for abused
women and children in
Brantford and the County of
Brant.
Domestic violence is a
widespread problem. As
many as 33% of Canadian
women will experience
intimate partner violence in
their lifetime, and one in
four have been physically
assaulted by a spouse.
According to Stats Canada,
Brantford is currently
ranked 2nd for police
reported domestic violence
in Ontario, and 9th for all of
Canada. These statistics
provide concrete evidence
of just how needed Nova
Vita is in our community.
Every year, Nova Vita offers
help, hope and healing to
the many victims of
domestic violence in our
community--in our 33 bed
emergency shelter, as well
as through our community
counselling programs and
services that extend to
women, children and men.
Our Nova Vita Heels to Heal
Walk is our largest
fundraiser of the year and is
a huge success because of
the amazing men and boys,
and now women and girls
that register, collect pledges
and walk in heels to show
their support.

Nova Vita is pleased to
announce that TELUS Small
Business Solutions is our
official event partner, and
will be on hand with other
local partners to create fun
activities and entertainment
for walkers and supporters
alike in Harmony Square.
Join us in the kids’ zone, get
pampered by Diva
Essentials, enjoy a coffee
from Personal Service
Coffee, visit the BScene
Photo Booth, and shake the
hand of a real pirate-Captain Jack Sparrow and
his Pirates will be leading
the way again this year as
defending team champions.
We are also thankful that
Mother’s Restaurant will be
our official pizza supplier
offering pizza to all of the
registered walkers!
Please show you care about
the 259 women and children
who called Nova Vita home
last year. As the old saying
goes, “you can’t really
understand someone’s
experiences unless you walk
in their shoes.” So we are
asking you: will you walk in
red high heels and help us
raise awareness and
necessary funds needed for
your local shelter for women
and children? Red high heels
are available for the men at
no charge. Women and
children are invited to wear
their favourite shoes—flats
or heels, plain or fancy-and walk alongside the men
in red heels.
Standing Together,
Standing Tall Against
Domestic Violence - To
register and to get your
pledge sheets, please
contact us at (519) 752-1005
extension 228 or via email
at events@novavita.org.
Pledge packages and
additional information can
also be found online at
www.novavita.org.
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Stay Updated! Visit BScene.ca for additions and changes
Follow @BScenePaper on twitter and BScenePaper on facebook
Send your event listing to events@Bscene.ca

Deadline for Next Edition: June 23
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BAdvised - Great advice from your neighbourhood experts
Employment

Sharon Rodobolski

Kathryn Kissinger

Community Employment Service

Kathryn Kissinger HR
Services

230 Shellard Lane
519.751.4357, ext 334

www.CommunityEmploymentService.com

Helping Youth Develop Soft Skills
There was a time when the only way to connect with
your friends was to call their house and ask their
Mom if they were home and request to speak with
them. You had to “make contact” with another
individual. This was the old days before iPhones and
Twitter. How much human contact have you
experienced today? Today I ordered food online, I
banked online, made a memorial donation online,
made an oil change appointment online, and shared
photos with friends online. My job requires
communication primarily via email. I could select to
talk to staff but email is more efficient. We have
been convinced that “time is money”. I also used the
self-checkout at the grocery store. Increased
technology has made it easier to avoid most human
contact.
When everything is running smoothly, technology is
great, but wait until your bank balance is incorrect,
the online donation didn’t go through, the oil change
appointment did not offer an explanation of
additional car issues, staff need direction with a
difficult client, and the grocery store self-checkout
did not have your produce in the system. You will at
some point be required to talk to someone. I expect
you will also be anxious about the issue you need to
resolve.
So, what do we need to do to teach our Youth how
to use these important soft skills? There are actually
jobs out there that require these skills. Soft skills
include; good communication, listening, negotiation,

etiquette, language skills, and conflict resolution. A
positive work ethic, good attitude, a desire to learn
and interest in training are also common traits
employers are looking for in a potential employee.
Taking responsibility for omissions and errors is a
characteristic of maturity and valued by employers.
Place youth into customer service for a few months.
They will see it all in frontline customer service. For
many years I have greatly admired the skills utilized
by the young service advisors at my local car
dealership. I walk away thinking, “ how do you do
this day in and day out?”
In customer service, you learn to build relationships,
manager conflict, think on your feet, and resolve
issues quickly and correctly.
For youth looking to develop soft skills there is no
better introduction than customer service. Customer
service or retail jobs don’t pay much, but the
experience gained is invaluable.
Inevitably everyone will need a customer service
representative at some point.
Soft skills play a vital role for future success in a
professional role. They help one to excel in the
workplace and are increasingly more important in
an environment of information and knowledge.
Good soft skills -- in the highly competitive world will
help you stand out in the talent pole.

Tammy Hunt-Eechaute
The Closet Door
111 Sherwood Dr
519‐771‐8954
www.facebook.com/TammyJeanene

Open the closet door to Sun!
Pack in the fun this summer and carry fashion on your back! Backpac's are coming back,... Different
styles, looks and colours to match your outfits! I aways find inspiration for myself through pintrest to
help me add or grab out of my closet to blend together,..and then search for the accessories at Thrift
stores! As the owner of The Closet Door I see alot of my customers on this search as well,.. Looking
for the peice that will finish off their outfit.
Bathing Suits of high waisted bottoms brings the comfort to those with the "muffin top" waist and
paired with the bikini top to match or mismatch with the bottoms,... Colour Crazy with your bathing
suit as theirs no rules, get creative. Just remember to lotion up and bring your shovel and pails to the
beach.
The top 10 item list for a summer lovin closet....
1. Jean Jacket
2. Long boho skirt
3. Ripped jeans
4. Long dresses
5. Halter tops/Tank tops
6. All shorts/ capris
7. All variety of bright coloured pants
8. A light blazer
9. Backpack
10. Accessories of bling all kinds
Be your best beautiful, comfort is key!
Don't flip and flop this summer about fashion as its always kept simple and light...with added ideas
to mix it up!
Got fashion to gift??? The Closet Door is ALWAYS accepting donations Teen, Men's and Ladies at 111
Sherwood Drive, portion of proceeds go to gift cancer cate patients and their clinic at the BGH.
The Closet Door is all about support and will be continuing to shop in locally owned businesses to
gift the patients. It takes a village and we are right where we want to be in the Artisan Village!
Look to Bscene issue monthly to get your up to date in our fashion advice column. Dress you up in
our love at Thrifty prices where its shopping for a purpose to support our cancer patients. Gift
yourself an outfit or top and leave wearing your heart on your sleeve.
Hope to see you in the closet soon
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519.755.9254
www.KissingerHRServices.com

Dealing with non-WSIB injury or illness
One area of employee relations that is often
murky with misinformation is the employer’s
requirements regarding employees who
become ill or injured outside of the
workplace.
Most employers don’t often realize that nonWSIB illness or injury must be dealt with in
virtually the same manner as on-the-job
injury or illness, and is enforced under the
Human Rights Code.
Let us suppose your employee falls while
skiing during the winter and breaks their leg.
What does that mean for the workplace?
Employees are required to provide suitable
proof such as Functional Abilities reports
from the physician to support their request
for accommodated duties, and are also
obligated to keep the employer informed of
any progress or setbacks and to maintain
appropriate attendance and behaviour at
work.
If the employee’s current job is not fit for
their current health situation-for example,
they are a restaurant server who must walk
a lot-then the employer must find other
“meaningful” work for this employee to
perform. This could be helping out in the
office with filing or bookkeeping tasks, or
some other function that is required by the
workplace and suitable for the employee to

perform while recovering. Employers are
required to look at all the duties in the
workplace and are permitted to temporarily
re-assign those duties performed by other
workers which are suitable. For the
injured/ill employee, this could mean they
have to temporarily change shifts, or alter
work locations, in order to comply.
But, what happens if you are unable to find
suitable work for this employee? In some
cases, the workplace will not be able to
support accommodating the injured
employee. In this case, if the employee is off
work for more than seven (7) consecutive
days, then they must be given a Record of
Employment with “Medical Leave of
Absence” as the reason for being off work,
so that they may file for Employment
Insurance Benefits up to a maximum of 15
weeks. If your workplace offers Short Term
Disability Insurance, coverage would
commence once the EI benefit is exhausted
and providing the employee meets the
criteria for the Disability Insurance.
If the workplace offers Health and Dental
Benefits, employers are required to
maintain the employee’s participation
providing that they continue to pay the
employee portion of the premiums.

Chris Schmidt
The Colour Shoppe Inc.
41 Morton Avenue East
519.753.3406
www.colourshoppeinc.com

Exterior Wood: Weighing In On 3 Key Options
June is a great time to ponder outdoor finishes.
There are so many products that make
unbelievable claims and use terminology that can
be confusing and misdirecting. So let’s break things
down into the simplest terms possible. When it
comes to outdoor finishes, you essentially have
three classes to consider.
1. Nothing
Believe it or not, some woods are perfectly happy
aging naturally. Woods that have a high rot
resistance like cypress, redwood, and cedar, can
actually survive for quite a while in the buff. In fact,
some folks really prefer the natural aged colour
that these woods take on after years of enduring
the elements. This method is not one of my
personal favourites, but it is certainly something to
consider.
Advantages: Easy to apply, because there’s nothing
to apply.
Disadvantages: Wood will gray quickly (may not be
a disadvantage to some) and won’t last as long as a
comparable piece with finish on it.
Maintenance: None. Until you get a splinter in
your butt. Then you’ll probably have to do
something about it.
2. Film-Forming
On the opposite end of the scale, we have filmforming finishes. These products envelop the entire
project in a protective bubble, essentially blocking
out the elements and preventing the absorption of
moisture and deteriorating UV rays. Basically, the
finish is a sacrificial product taking the beating
instead of the wood. Also, paint and clear coats
would fit into this category.
Advantages: Thick protective barrier keeps the

wood safe and offers a strong first-line-of-defense
against the elements.
Disadvantages: When film finishes fail, they tend to
flake off. So it’s not only bad for the wood, but the
item can quickly become an eyesore if problems
arise. Also, products in this category vary widely in
cost and quality so it’s difficult to know which
product is right for the job.
Maintenance: Re-coating every few years should
keep the finish looking fresh, but continues to build
the thickness of the film. You can prolong this cycle
by storing furniture during the winter months.
3. Oil
Oils are the “in-between” product. There are lots of
different formulations out there but essentially the
oil absorbs into the wood and dries within the
fibres. After numerous coats, the wood has a
decent amount of moisture protection while still
maintaining a natural look and no film. If you don’t
like the look of a thicker film finish, oils are an
option. These products are not widely available. Just
keep in mind this finish will require more frequent
attention in the future!
Advantages: Easy to apply. Wipe on. Wipe off.
Disadvantages: Less protection and increasingly
frequent maintenance.
Maintenance: A yearly re-application process.
For more information, or help picking out the
proper product for your exterior wood, come see
the stain experts at The Colour Shoppe. We will
gladly take our time to help you understand the
differences and why some products are a better fit
for you. Customer Service with every purchase.
Guaranteed.
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Rob Simmons
Cozzmic Communications
519.756.0741
www.cozzmic.com

facebook.com/cozzmicphone

What is VOIP?
You may have heard the term VoIP,
particularly over the last few years as it has
become more popular. But what is it?

options, Auto Attendants, and being able to
take your home or business phone
anywhere that has Internet access.

VoIP stands for Voice over Internet Protocol,
which means making and receiving phone
calls over your broadband Internet
connection (DSL, Cable, Wireless, or Fiber)
instead of over traditional phone lines. The
phone networks are still all connected, and
you can call any phone number, and anyone
can still call you using your existing phone
number.

A lot of people assume that this means you
need a computer in order to use the phone,
but this is not the case. VoIP systems
typically use devices which use your Internet
connection directly.

When using a VoIP phone service, your calls
behave and sound like a traditional phone,
so there is nothing new to learn to use your
phone. It’s still a phone.
One of the major benefits of VoIP is reduced
costs. By using your Internet for your
phones, there is no additional phone
infrastructure to maintain, allowing us to
provide lower prices than traditional phone
companies. We also can get much better
rates on long distance, and include free
Long Distance calls to Canada and the US.
Another major benefit is increased
functionality and capabilities, including
Voicemail to Email, several Call Forwarding

For Home and Home Offices, we use a
phone adapter which allows you to use your
existing phone, and can even use your
house wiring to use all the phones in your
home. This means there is no difference in
how you use your phone.
For Businesses, we use IP Phones which look
similar to your existing business phones, but
connect to our hosted server instead of that
box hidden in your closet that no one wants
to touch (i.e. a traditional PBX system). A
hosted system can do everything the
traditional phone systems do, and usually a
lot more. And without expensive hardware
upgrades.
If you have any questions, contact Cozzmic
Communications and ask. We are more
than happy to answer questions and all of
our consultations are free!
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Behind the Scene - Unmask Hunger Masquerade Ball
“I’ve always wanted to
dress up and host a
large formal affair. I
was intrigued by the
masquerade ball theme
and the opportunity to
show Brantford a good
time.” ~ Temple Swift
Last November, after
the last “Shop Till You
Drop” event wrapped
up, local business
owner Temple Swift,
dreamt up a first class
event that would leave
the people of Brant in
awe. By December, the
idea was in place and
Temple started to plan
and put ideas to paper.
She laid out a strategy
and met with the the
Executive Director of
the Food Bank and

they loved the idea. A
third party event that
would have all funds
raised donated directly
to the Food Bank. With
an expected goal of
$10,000, the event sold
out 7 months in
advance. Now that
$10,000, is expected to
increase.
Unmask Hunger
Masquerade Ball, will
be held November 12th
at the Brantford Golf
and Country Club, and
has already sold 276
tickets. Taking place
from 8 p.m. until 1 a.m.,
it will feature: Live
music, canapé's & hors
d’oeuvres, a cash bar, a
silent auction, dancing,
door prizes, and many

Follow us on facebook or twitter: BScenePaper

other giveaways. It
promises to be a
delightful evening with
a blend of elegance
and mystery.
Essentially, a “dress up
night” for adults,
where everyone will be
dressed to the nines,
enjoy fine food and
spirits, dance to great
music, and thoroughly
enjoy themselves; a
masquerade ball to
remember.
This event wouldn’t be
possible without the
help of several
volunteers, businesses
and organizations.
Temple would like to
personally thank:
Catherine Lawrence
and Kevin Reid of

Investors Group, Pio
Modi at Parkway
Dentistry, Deborah L
Ditchfield Professional
Corporation, Daryl
Daggett at Airlink,
Clara Czegeny and the
Paris Academy of
Music, Monica Van’t
Spyker with Century
21, Team BScene,
Heather and Christine
from the Brantford
Food Bank, Jason
Virtue, and her
husband Steven Dohnt.
More thanks to: Julie
Neal and the Art
Department at BCI
who will be making 75100 masks to auction
off the night of the
event. The Students
promise to work hard
and make each mask

glamorous and one-ofa-kind.
While the event is
currently sold out, it
is expected that
tickets may become
available to have your
name placed on a
waiting list please
contact: Unmask
Hunger at
unmaskhunger@roger
s.com.
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Over 70 Vendors Slated For Brantford’s Better Business Expo!
largest business expo
in Brantford this year.

Seminars, job offers,
prizes, free
merchandise, and
business networking
opportunities are
expected at
Brantford’s Better
Business Expo this
year.
There will be more
than 70 vendors set
up at the all-new
Brantford Convention
Centre (100 Market St.
South) on June 23rd
from 1PM – 8PM for
what is sure to be the

The event kicks off
with Social Media
School from 1PM –
3PM. This free to
attend workshop is a
crash course on social
media marketing
designed to keep
business owners
relevant and up to
date.
The trade show itself
kicks off at 3PM and
runs until 8PM.
John Reiser, Cofounder of the Better
Business Expo said,
“Developing an event
of this size in the
Brantford community
has been a very

positive experience.
The business
community in the city
has been extremely
receptive by stepping
up and finding ways to
help out. Tradebank
Brant wanted to make
sure everyone in the
community has the
opportunity to check
out the event so
they’ve gone as far as
to sponsor admission
for anyone interested
in attending the
expo!”
John said, in addition
to the great
networking
opportunities and
seminars, business
owners and local
residents can learn
more about area

businesses.
Businesses in
attendance will be
both new and old to
the area, offering the
latest in business
products and services.
Business owners,
executives, and
entrepreneurs will
have the opportunity
to meet face-to-face
with the most
proactive B2B product
and service providers
in order to find
solutions for their
business.”

If you’re in business
it’s your business to
be there!
Tickets can be
ordered at
www.betterbusinesse
xpo.ca
Use Promo Code:
TRADEBANK2016 for
complimentary
admission.

There will also be
various door prizes
drawn throughout the
event.
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Being Seen with BScene

A look back on May, through the eyes of our reporters and photographers.

Photos: Dean Ellis
If you like the idea of getting your food out of a truck in a parking lot, this is the place to be. Evangel Church runs this show every Thursday evening
from 5 to 8pm. They did it last year and it turned into a great place to go eat for most of last summer.
It was so popular last year that they're doing it again for this year. I was there to eat and what I had was excellent and I know I'll be heading back a few
times this season.

Photos: Belinda J. Clements
Invoking childhood memories, the carnival was in town. Filling the air with the scents of cotton candy and caramel apples. Bringing the lights, the sounds, and
the screams of glee. Even though it was drizzling on and off, many still came out to try their luck to win a stuffed creature and to take a turn on the Tilt-aWhirl.
The carnival is run each year by Campbell Amusements and was set up at the Brantford Civic Centre.
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Being Seen with BScene

A look back on May, through the eyes of our reporters and photographers.

Photos: Jason Freeze

Photos: Dean Ellis
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LOL Luvern on Laughs

Let's get caught up on where
free shows are first, then I'll
hit you with my opinion of
what laughter does for your
soul. Hey, did you heckle a
comic last month? Did you
remain quiet instead of
shouting out your comment?
If you held your tongue
recently, thank you very
much.
Tuesday nights you can catch
amateur acts at Club NV on
Dalhousie Street at 8:30pm.
Wednesday evenings at
9:30pm, head over to The
Starving Artist. There's a
NEW bi-weekly show in town
produced by Melanie
Crawford aka Relentless &
Company. It's every other
Wednesday at The Creamery
on Erie Avenue, featuring
aspiring comics and a local
musician. Saturdays, The
Therapy Lounge downtown
hosts comedy every other
week. Pretty good for no cost
eh?
Thursday night comedy at
The Coffee Station House is
on hiatus and might be
canceled. Please stay tuned
for July's edition and the full
story. This room is the best
in Brantford and I'm sincerely
hoping this show continues.
For the past three years,
Brantford has enjoyed free
comedy with a plethora of
comedians. Many amateur
comics got their start on that
stage and it will be missed by
many if it closes. The Station
Coffee House comedy night
was where I began my
journey too, back in April of
2014. More information
coming soon as this news
unfolds.
The Rose & Thistle comedy
shows are fabulous. The first
and third Friday of each
month, Chris Jarvie presents

Gemini: It's time to celebrate and receive some much
needed clarity. It may have been a confusing start to the
year, but life has been teaching you to stop over thinking.
You are a star, soak up the light this month.
Taurus: Allow yourself to receive. You deserve all the best.
The only one stopping you from getting it at this point is
yourself.
local amateur comedians to
begin, and always ends with a
crowd-pleasing feature act.
Friday April 20th Jarvie held a
comedy roast battle between
two comedians slinging
insults at each other to
favour the crowds vote and
win the battle. The winner
gets 30 minutes of stage
time. The last match,
between the wildly spirited
professional Mark Matthews,
and the tricky intentionally
slower paced Gerry Hall, had
everyone in stitches! It was
an incredible show of class,
and witty jokes that included
much love and respect
between the competing
comics. Matthews
immediately crushed and
won the first of three rounds,
while Jerry stood in
amazement of possibly losing
yet again. However, Gary's
witty material, research
about his opponent, and
sarcastic delivery, awarded
him a well deserved tie! The
audience was so impressed
with the level of
professionalism, that Jarvie
granted both comedians
thirty minutes on stage
together. The laughter was
incredibly loud, long lasting
and totally fabulous. What a
delightful evening with truly
talented artists. This was a
real show!
Why is laughing good for you
soul? Think about this; when
you're laughing, what are you
thinking about? Absolutely
nothing. You're “in the
moment”, and that's a
powerful place to be!
Laughter immediately
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captures your soul and allows
you freedom from the
stressors of life. It's a
moment in time when your
mind relaxes; your immune
system engages; and your
health slightly improves. The
next time your at a comedy
night, remember when you're
laughing, you're “in the
moment”, you're free from
stress and whether you
realize it or not, you're life
just got better. When you
feel good, chances are you'll
be nicer to people around
you. A friendly smile goes a
long way doesn't it? Feeling
good is what life's all about.
When you burst with
uncontrollable laughter,
within a room of people
sharing the same experience,
positive energy abounds. The
comics are motivated to dig
deep into their repertoire of
jokes. This continues the
engaged audience (you) to
giggle, snort and howl even
more! Most comics share
their true life stories and love
to hear feedback after the
show. It's a win-win scenario
for everyone at a live show
including the staff, owners,
audience, and the comics.
Laughter is an amazing gift
each person has and it's
universal around the world.
Let's support live comedy and
laugh our way into better
health at the same time!
I'll see you at the shows
around town and thanks so
much for taking your time to
check in with me here. You
guys are awesome! LOL

Aries: Speak up, express yourself and cultivate an awareness
of your inner dialogues. The more you focus on
communication the quicker opportunities will gravitate
towards you, however remember to be kind to yourself.
Pisces: You will search for safety this month. Anything that
leaves you feeling vulnerable is teaching you something
important. Find security within yourself and life will be less
stressful.
Aquarius: What do you love? What cracks open your heart
and begs you to be created? Listen to your passions this
month because when you do everyone benefits.
Capricorn: Take it moment by moment this month. Yes, you
love to have a plan; but right now creating a plan will only
limit you. Life is wanting you to expand. Be in your body and
soak up what is around you now.
Sagittarius: Relationships are in the spotlight this month.
Crucial to remember that the longest relationship you will
ever be in is the one with yourself. Love yourself first and all
relationships benefit.
Scorpio: Fall into yourself this month. Surrender to
whatever wants to be created through you. Trust in the
unseen. Find time to listen to yourself.
Libra: Expand your horizons. Think bigger. Or better yet,
notice when you are thinking small. Become aware of
whether certain thoughts leave you feeling liberated or
confined.
Virgo: This is a month of ambition, drive and passion.
However the point is not to burn yourself out. Being easy on
yourself is the new efficiency.
Leo: Your passions and inspirations will help many people
this month. Embrace a child like wonder and courageously
follow your heart.
Cancer: The waves of life may feel choppy this month, but
the key is to nurture and accept yourself. Find a way to
come to terms with where you are at now. It's okay to feel
confused.
Looking for even deeper insight? Shannon is available for
your own personal readings.
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BScene Tech Scene: Crafting in the classroom
with both young and old. In
fact, you’ve probably seen
remnants of it’s bad-guy,
the Creeper, on shirts or
stickers without
recognizing it for the
sneaky character it is.
Developed at first by a
single programmer, it has
since been purchased by
Microsoft and is
responsible for millions of
dollars in revenue. More
than that, Minecraft is also
backed by a huge mass of
gamers.
Years after they were
developed, video games
started getting a bad
reputation. Stuck between a
generational gap, gamers
were told the pastime
would lead to crumpled
fingers, sore wrists, ruined
eyes and a litany of missed
social opportunities. Now,
at the front of the
entertainment industry
with billions of dollars
fuelling the fire, gaming is
an unstoppable, unrelenting
force.
Of course, video games are
developed for an audience.
Some are for fighters,
others are for stargazing
space enthusiasts. Others
still are meant more for an
experience to be shared.
Breaking all the archetypes
they’ve had thrown at them,
gamers have developed
entire online communities
that emulate real-world
activities like trade,
adventuring and collecting.
In the competitive video
gaming realm, massive
arenas are home to the
spectacle of League of
Legends or DOTA, while
some of the most devoted
groups of gamers never
leave the confines of their
computer-room
sanctuaries, connected to
each other through virtual
worlds. Beyond the stories
bound in single-player
adventures, memories are
easily made inside
multiplayer worlds like
Minecraft.
Minecraft is wildly popular

Minecraft is an unusual
game, in the face of
blockbuster hits like Call of
Duty. In the latest COD
shooter, the objective is
simple; wipe out the bad
guys. In games like the
Witcher series or anything
from the clever minds
behind the Elder Scrolls
series, the defining feature
for most gamers comes
from playing through an
interactive story. In
Minecraft, there’s no clear
purpose. It’s unique in that,
when players join a game,
they’re plopped in the
middle of a digital world
with next to nothing and
given only one task; survive
the night. It’s a game of
building and exploring and,
unlike it’s competition,
there is no clear scenario.
No winners or losers.

search through preconfigured levels with a
built in emphasis on
engineering, physics,
music, history and more.
MinecraftEdu is being
tested this summer with a
release planned at the start
of next year’s school year. It
features a low price,
classroom management
features to make sure all
the busy students are
staying inside the lesson
and the same open and
expansive platform the
original game is known for.

This approach, a game
without structure or clear
roles, has been taken on by
people not normally first to
play games. Namely,
teachers are using
Minecraft as a tool to
engage students and design
lessons inside a world the
students are infatuated
with. Minecraft even has a
branch of the company
dedicated strictly to
educational uses of the
game. After it became
known that forwardthinking faculty had
employed the game against
more old-school
approaches with great
success, MinecraftEdu was
born. With reasonable
pricing and downloadable
lessons, teachers can easily

Many students are already
familiar with Minecraft.
Using the game in a school
setting not only reduces
the learning curve of
subjects that are often
paired with worksheets and
text-work, but it also
promotes an active, inviting
entry to subjects students
might not otherwise be
invested in. The best part is
that Minecraft doesn’t
require an expensive,
graphics heavy computer
system to run. It can run on
plenty of existing
infrastructure, meaning
teachers could be giving
these opportunities to
students right now using
old IT systems that are
surely living in some to-berecycled cabinet, buried

deep in a school-board
storage unit.
In fact, the Grand Erie
District School Board has
made an effort to explore
Minecraft as a valuable
teaching tool. In 2015, the
school board had a
Minecraft Student
Conference where students
from grades 1 through 12
were able to get their hands
digitally dirty in a world
created just for them. As a
part of the Teacher
Learning and Leadership
Project, more than 40 staff
and students took part to
wrap up a whole year of
workshops. It’s easy to
imagine a Minecraft server
with a gaggle of students
running around, building
and destroying log cabins
for the sake of learning
math. Despite my best
efforts, a representative
from the school board was
unable to make contact
with me to discuss the
program any further than
the GEDSB social media
accounts would let on.
Several blogs and forums
can be found online
surrounding MinecraftEdu,
the classroom-specific
version of the game.
Conversations about
implementing the game are

really exciting, because they
represent change and the
dynamic learning
environment our schools
are supposed to represent.
From reconstructions of
real-life monuments to
experiments with gravity,
there are new ideas for
learning opportunities
being generated every day.
With over 100 million users,
Minecraft is an intensely
popular game. Because it’s
not so much a competitive
challenge as much as it is a
collaborative experience,
it’s easy to translate into the
classroom. Minecraft is a
social, inclusive platform
and I’d love to see it used
more in schools to teach
students the value of
making and hacking
existing systems into new
and innovative ideas. Gone
are the days of video games
being used as a scapegoat
for laziness and apathy,
Minecraft is a perfect
example of how gaming in
general has the possibility
to shape better
communities, make more
educated students and
broaden our collective view
of the world.
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A Look Back

to East Ave then west to Alfred St,
south to Greenwich St, south just
west of Clarence St S to where
Market St S meets the Veterans
Memorial Pkwy interchange, west
along the Grand River back to the
Lorne Bridge.
Town of Brantford

Beginning of a village
A village at the crossing of the Grand
River, commonly referred to as
Brant’s Ford, started to develop in
the early 1820s. Between 1818 and
1823 the population in and around
the crossing grew from 12 to 100. The
catalyst for growth beyond 1823 was
the completion of the Hamilton to
London Road, which crossed the
Grand River at the settlement.
However growth proceeded slowly
because the land was
Haudenosaunee territory; white
settlers could not acquire title to the
land they occupied. In 1827 the
village, now numbering about 250,
formally adopted the name Brant’s
Ford; it was quickly shortened to
Brantford.
Village of Brantford
On 19-April-1830 the
Haudenosaunee surrendered 807
acres of land at the Grand River
crossing to the crown. This land, the
farm of Chief John Hill, would be the
village plot where settlers could
acquire title to land.
The village survey was completed by
Lewis Burwell in June-1830. This was
the third survey or plan for the
village. The first was prepared by
Joseph Read in 1824. Burwell used
this plan to prepare a preliminary
village plan dated 22-October-1829.
Village lots were first offered to the
lot settlers for £10 a lot. Lots were
later sold by auction with an upset
price of £10. Settlement was largely
around the river crossing and what is
now the downtown area but little
settlement occurred east of Clarence
Street or north of Darling Street.
Much of the village was swamp land,
especially east of Clarence Street and
north of Wellington Street.
The boundaries of the original 807
acre village site: starting at the Lorne
Bridge north along Bridge St to West
St, then east along Henry St /
Freeborn St, site of the Arrowdale
Golf Course, south along Stanley St
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Lobbying to make Brantford a county
town began in 1842. Public meetings
were held to establish committees
and subscriptions to build a court
house, jail, and school, but nothing
came of it. The Town of Brantford
was incorporated by a special Act of
the legislature on 28-July-1847. The
population was about 3,000. The first
meeting of Town council occurred
on 9-September-1847. At the time of
incorporation Brantford was located
in Wentworth County in the District
of Gore.
The area of the Town doubled when
937 acres where added to the village
boundaries to constitute the new
Town. The boundaries of the new
Town of Brantford: starting in the
northwest corner at St Paul Ave and
St George St, east along St George St
to West St, north to Henry St, east
along Henry St / Freeborn St, Ava
Golf Course, south along Stanley St
to Colborne St, then south between
Rawdon St and Iroquois St to
Greenwich St, west along Greenwich
St, then south along Port St, west
along Superior St, south along Eagle
Ave, but not including Eagle Ave to
the Grand River, west across the
Grand River to Walnut St, south to
Mount Pleasant St, west behind the
Stelco Fasteners factory, continuing
west along Raleigh St, then north at
Shellard Lane along the property
lines for McLean Foundry, Brantford
Cordage, the Knights of Columbus
Hall to the Grand River, west across
the Grand River to St Paul Ave, and
finally north to St George St.
Initially Brantford was divided into
seven wards. That was reduced to
five in 1850 and has remained that
way ever since except for the brief
introduction of a sixth ward in 198182. Councillors commissioned the
construction of a Town Hall on the
Market Square in 1849. Brantford
architect John Turner prepared the
plans for the Town Hall. Council
moved into the new Town Hall on 7October-1850.
County of Brant
In 1851, six townships: South
Dumfries, Burford, Brantford,
Oakland, Tuscarora, Onondaga, and
the Towns of Brantford and Paris

were joined to form the Provisional
County of Brant. To achieve full
county status a court house and jail
needed to be built. The court house
and jail, designed by John Turner,
were completed in 1852. On 6November-1852 a petition was
prepared by the Provisional County
of Brant to separate from the United
Counties of Wentworth, Halton, and
Brant. The first council meeting of
the County of Brant was convened
on 24-January-1853.
City of Brantford
The City of Brantford was
proclaimed by a special Act of the
Provincial Parliament on 2-March1877 to take affect on 31-May-1877.
Brantford at this time withdrew from
the County of Brant. The population
of Brantford at this time was 10,600.
Dr J.W. Digby mayor of the Town of
Brantford in 1877 became the City’s
first mayor. Dr Digby’s father was the
Town of Brantford’s second mayor in
1848 and 1849. The land area of the
City remained the same as the Town.
The next annexation of land from
Brantford Township did not take
place until 1891 when 707 acres
including the northern portion of
Eagle Place and the eastern portion
of Holmedale became part of the
City.
Brantford has never experienced
periods of boom. Throughout its
existence growth was measured;
steady and consistent.
Conditions in Brantford in 1877

The stores on Colborne Street had
wooden verandahs which extended
across the sidewalk. Horses were
hitched to the verandah posts. The
roadways were crude, dirt roads.
They became muddy and almost
impassible with any load in wet
weather. The sidewalks were plank
boards. Market Square was a hive of
activity on market days. There was
no municipal water or sewage
system. Typhoid fever was common
and expected as a matter of course.
There was no garage pick up, as a
result bonfires were a common form
of sanitation.There was no hospital.
Fire fighting was done by volunteers
however a waterworks for fire
fighting was in place. There was no
organized Police force, simply a chief
and a few constables and night
watchmen. Streets were not well lit.
Oil and gas lamps were used. Electric
lights first appeared in 1885. Street
cars did not appear until 1886. Livery
stables were numerous and many
residents owned horses. There was
no home delivery of mail; mail was
posted and picked up at the post
office. Summer pastimes included
verandah and garden parties and in
winter show shoeing, skating, and
sleigh rides. Regarding spectator
sports, horse racing and lacrosse
drew crowds.
Next time, the City of Brantford adds
municipal services.

Sandra on Scene
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lock. And the cost of using this
facility needs to be affordable
to the groups that need it.

Brantford is a sports town, but not everyone plays
sports. This city has a thriving cultural hub that
BScene has made its goal to showcase. This arts and
culture scene has a large performing arts segment
that needs somewhere to perform. This is where the
Task Force to Investigate a Mid-Size Performance
Space comes in.
This City Task Force, made up of city councilors and
representatives from performance groups is looking
into the need for this mid-size performance venue.
They have already had a round table discussion with
representatives of theatre, music and other groups
and are gathering information through surveys and
meetings to present to council.
The Task Force to Investigate a Mid-Size
Performance Space will be reporting to Committee
of the Whole - Community Development on June 14
at 6 pm. This is a preliminary report to let council
know about the Task Force’s progress. There is a
FaceBook (FB) forum where people can express their
opinions and keep informed aptly named, Task Force
to Investigate a Mid-Size Performance Space in
Brantford.
Reading some of the opinions on FB, it is clear that
the community needs to be informed. One comment
suggested that to achieve a smaller facility, the
Sanderson Centre could cordon off its balcony and
other seats to create the illusion of a smaller venue.
This of course is not feasible due to the cost of
renting the Sanderson in the first place and
availability of dates. Groups needing a smaller venue
should not have to compete with those needing a
larger one. The Sanderson Centre is a wonderful
theatre, but it is too large and out of the price range
of local performance groups. The Sanderson knows
this and are supportive of the need for a smaller
venue, so much so that a representative from the
Sanderson Centre is on the Task Force. Most theatre
groups like to perform over two weekends, which is
not possible at the Sanderson. The Sanderson is a
professional theatre. The Task Force is looking into a
Community Performance Space for community
groups.
Brantford needs a 250 to 500 seat performance
venue that is an entity unto itself. That is not in a
school, or church or community centre or old
warehouse or factory. That is built to meet the
needs of the performance arts. That has proper
numbered theatre seats set in an incline. That has a
good-sized stage and even better acoustics. That
has updated lighting and a modern sound system.
That has proper dressing rooms, rehearsal areas,
green room, set building areas and storage facilities
that theatres and dance companies and orchestras
can rent to store their lives that have doors that

Chair of the Task Force
Councillor Cheryl Antoski says
of the FB Forum, “We are
looking to raise the profile for
Arts & Culture in Brantford
and want to start the
conversation - FB is as good a
place as any! One of the topics
you'll see discussed in this
group is the research
regarding a mid-sized theatre
in Brantford. Please join the
conversation. Keep it
constructive, respectful, and
creative. We are looking for
your thoughts and ideas.”
People have asked what midsize actually means. “Midsized is considered 250-500 seats,” says Antoski.
“We don't currently have this in Brantford. Many of
the spaces we currently use in Brantford are rental
spaces, which mean that performing arts groups
have to move from venue to venue and it is difficult
to keep an audience when you don't have a home.
Then there's rehearsal space and set building space
and storage space. We have a very active performing
arts community who all work tirelessly to bring us
quality productions. We are looking to see if there's
a way to make this more efficient, more vibrant, and
more appealing for those delivering the production
and those attending. Arts & Culture are big
economic drivers for many communities and we are
looking to see if there's a way that we can capitalize
on this. This forum is also a way to raise the profile
of Arts & Culture in Brantford.”
The most recent post on FB at the time of writing
was, “Are you a local organization who would use a
mid-size performance space in Brantford (to
perform or rehearse?) Are you a community
member who would like to attend more performing
arts events in Brantford, in a smaller venue? Send
your letters of intent (or letters of support) to
culture@brantford.ca by June 10.” If you are picking
up your BScene early in June, you will be able to do
that. Meanwhile, it is important to stay informed.
And to keep the task force informed. By writing your
concerns on the FB page.

theatre. We go to each other’s shows. If those shows
are on at the same time this proves impossible. And
people in the community who are regular theatregoers are not that large in number, so giving them
too much choice splits the attendance.
Brantford needs this space. And all the performance
groups who can benefit from such a space need to
band together to achieve this. This includes
community choirs, orchestras, theatre, dance and
many others. The June 14, 2016 preliminary
presentation to council is just that…preliminary.
When the Task Force makes another presentation
later this year…all the performance groups are
invited to attend en masse to make their need
known.
For more information about this Task Force to
Investigate a Mid-Size Performance Space, please
contact:
Sara Munroe, Arts and Culture Coordinator
(519) 751-9900 ext. 5048
smunroe@brantford.ca
399 Wayne Gretzky Parkway
Brantford, ON N3R 8B4
FAX: 519-751-2617

The groups that need this facility need to be the
ones to inform. In order to do that, we need to work
together.
This column is about theatre, so I will speak about
Brantford and Brant County’s vibrant theatre
community for a minute. One of the biggest issues is
date conflict. In February for example three plays
had conflicting dates. The end of May was the same
thing. In August it happens again and in November,
yet again. If there was one performance venue, this
problem could be alleviated.
The biggest supporters of theatre are those in
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BScene Arts Scene: Jeanette Obbink

Jeanette grew up in the
Netherlands, then moved to
England, and has since
settled in Canada. Her work
focuses on land and
waterscapes, working
primarily in oils. She is a
part of the Brant Studio
Tour, a founding member of
The Crawford Collective at
4 King Street, her work is in
various galleries
throughout Ontario, and
she has a piece in an
upcoming show at
Glenhyrst. Recently, one of
her paintings was
purchased by the Ontario
Government and is a part of
their permanent collection.
BScene: How long have you
been an artist?
Jeanette: As long I can
remember, I’m sure that is
what other artists say as
well. I grew up in a family
where my mom in
particular was very
creative. We always joke
she collected hobbies, not
so much things. As a result,
I learned to do all sorts of
things when I was young,
including drawing and
painting. After high school I
had no idea what I wanted
to do. I hated school and
didn't want to go into
further education just for
the sake of it. I loved music,
and had taken piano
lessons for about 13 years. I
figured maybe that's what I
want to do. I did my entry
exam for the conservatory,
but failed. Shortly after, my
sister saw an advertisement
for a Delft Blue pottery
painter. She said, “Maybe

that’s something you could
do.” I applied for the job,
and to my astonishment I
was accepted. I did this for
two years and I very quickly
went through the ranks to
more and more elaborate
pieces and styles. My much
older colleagues insisted,
“What are you doing here?
Go get yourself an
education.” That’s when I
really started to look at art
as an option. I realized I’m
actually good with paint
and brush and I enjoyed it. I
looked at academy versus
more applied education and
ended up getting my
Bachelor of Arts and a
Teaching Degree. So I
became an art teacher, but
shortly afterwards we
moved to England… and I
couldn’t teach anymore
because, aside from the
language barrier, my
diplomas didn't transfer. I
got into graphic design to
make a living and continued
painting just for my own
pleasure. After our move
from England to Canada, I
still worked as a graphic
designer, I spend my
mornings in an office
environment and in the
afternoon, I paint.
BScene: What is your
inspiration as an artist?
Jeanette: Nature, in its
widest possible form. When
we lived in England, I did a
lot of life drawing and
painting. When we got to
Canada, here in rural Paris,
figure painting was an art
form people weren’t too
interested in. I started
painting landscapes, which
was a real learning curve
for me. Canada is gorgeous,
no matter where you look,
it is absolutely stunning. I
literally only have to go five
minutes and I’m in the
middle of a beautiful spot.
No matter where I turn,
there is something that
inspires me. It doesn’t have
to be grandiose. A tulip on a
hill or a little bush that
grows in the middle of the
water. That was actually my
first painting in Canada.
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Jeanette Obbink. Photo Credit: Dean Ellis
There’s these two bushes
that grow in the middle of
the water at Wrigley’s
Corner and I was stunned
they would still grow. I
painted them and I was sure
that by the next year they
would be gone, but they are
not, they are still alive. I’m
just astounded by nature. It
inspires me and keeps me
going.
As an artist, you always look
at previous artists.
Someone once told me my
work looks like Monet on
steroids, quite the
compliment to me as he’s
one of my heroes. The way
he painted and captured
light is wonderful. As for
Canadian influences, the
Group of Seven are
unbelievable painters. They
loved doing the outdoors
and that’s what I do. Two
more recent painters that
are some of my favourites
have just recently died.
Robert Glenn and Bruno
Cote. Their sense of colour
and form is worth studying.
BScene: What is one piece
of advice you have for
aspiring artists?

Jeanette: Sketch, sketch
and do some more
sketching. Take a
sketchbook wherever you
go and whatever you need
to make a mark with. Keep
looking, because if you stop
looking, you stop creating.
I’d offer the same advice to
any artist. Particularly for
two dimensional artists, our
challenge is to make what
you see, which is three
dimensional, into
something 2D, while making
the viewer believe they can
sense the space. You have
to hone it and keep at it.
Practice, practice, practice.
BScene: What are some of
your other passions outside
of your art?
Jeanette: Nature, and music
as you can imagine. But art
in its wider form, including
drama, theatre, and dance.
Not that I dance or do
theatre, but I love to watch
it. I like gardening. When I
did my BA, I also did textiles
as a secondary. That is still
big for me. Oh, and my
family of course, I have
three kids, that and my
faith; it is all part of who I

am.
BScene: What is your next
big project?
Jeanette: I’m currently
working on one 12x12
stilllife a week. I will have
have 52 of them by the end
of this year. Another one, is
that I want to do more with
the land around the Grand
River. When we moved to
Canada, we were
completely unaware of
Native American issues. I’ve
gotten to know a few
people from nearby Six
Nations, and there is much
to learn about their history,
and the injustice done to
them. I wish to learn more,
and through my art, want to
open up conversations. I
would love to do something
with the Haldimand Tract,
the six miles on either side
of the Grand River. I’d like
to work with the landscape
of it and include the visual
language or symbolism of
the First Nations. They have
such a strong claim on this
part of Ontario. I’m not sure
what form it will take yet,
but I’m starting on it; who
knows where that might
lead.
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BScene Music Scene: Ariella Records

When you think of a
record label, often one will
think of the obvious like
Sony or Warner, or an
artist who has decided to
promote their music using
their own label, like
Madonna or Jay-Z.
However, let me tell you
this, Ariella is one of the
top promotion labels for
Canadian and
international musicians.
So I wanted to dig deep
into the heart of where
this all started and the
musicians that continue to
grow with the help of
founders, Jason and Mandi
LaFauci.
Jason LaFauci, global
operations director and
founder of Ariella Records,

started the label by
spring-boarding off
another of his label
ventures after a “life
moment”, as Jason called
it. An entrepreneur from
the age of 12 and as
performing DJ from early
on, he speaks candidly
about how the project
came into full expansion,
and manifested his vision
of keeping the flow of
music production and
promotion going, or shall
we say a visionary
explosion of music
promotion, with the label
dedicated to getting acts
seen and heard. LaFauci
connects all the dots.
Running and promoting in
the same circles as “Drake
and Deadmau5 hasn't
changed the drive for local
promotion,” says Mandi,
who is the one
spearheading the booking
of local acts such as Ruby’s
Revenge and Howzat. This
self taught promoter and
ingenious listener keeps
her ears tuned to local
talent which is fortunately
saturating Brant County
and beyond these days.
Focusing on Canadian
content, Mandi mentions

some new artists such as
Gene P. Kelly and Julio
Matto that have recently
signed with Ariella, and
launching The Julio Matta
Project keeps her busy
amidst booking acts at
venues and developing a
dialogue with
management of artists
locally and worldwide.
Growing up, Jason speaks
of how the doubt of others
brought him to his
success in starting this
label. Ariella is the spawn
of Omerta Records which
he closed after having
more than 400 artists
attached. Personal reasons
kept the label from
progressing; a time which
LaFauci says is a step he
would have changed, but
without it, he wouldn't be
leading a group of artists
with Ariella Records. With
a Masters Degree in Music
and Business, how can you
go wrong signing with this
genius duo of musical
promotion and business?
Ariella Records is hitting
the mark!
I asked Mandi and Jason
about the Brantford scene,
and in the most simplest

of terms they said,
“Brantford needs a
push”.“Local talent in local
bars just isn't enough”.
Manny's Bar, located at 125
Stanley Street in
Brantford, is a huge
supporter of local talent
says Mandi, “he has so
much talent coming
through the doors and
their support is
community wide,” but
what this duo is saying is
that there needs to be
more.
Turning our attention to
some of the acts they
promote, they told us
about Velvet Saints.
Embracing the sounds of
the early 80's, like many of
today’s emerging indie
rock and modern artists
have; the electronic sound
is re-emerging and the
reconditioning of the
music is comparable to
that 80's techno twist. Coengineered and mastered
by NI , their new CD
release of Shadows is
circulating fast and
furious. OJ Jackson,
dropping another
slamming release, entitled
“Satisfied”, is another one
of their artists. “This great
Canadian hip hop artist

delivers time and time
again and fans are loving
him,” says Jason.
Mandi spoke about how
this power couple came to
be. “Jay and myself met in
Sudbury, we have been
friends for over 10 years,
but we lost touch for
many years, then found
each other again in late
2014. He had Omerta
Records when I met him
again and I helped him
run that label for half a
year. Following that, in
July 2015, we opened
Ariella Records and
branded it as an Indie
label. We now have 20
plus artists ranging from
Indie Rock to Hip Hop to
World Music, and much
more. We are working
with many different
partners across the world
and we consider the label
more as a family than just
artists coming on board
the label.” Ariella Records
is always looking for local
talent and the idea of
working with artists to
promote them is the
approach they always
take.
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It’s been a year, and I’m still here.
Well, I’m really finding it hard to believe that I’ve actually been a part of this paper officially for one
whole year. In the beginning I was just one of those people with a camera that was a contributing
photographer occasionally. Then somebody asked if I could fill in for someone to take a few pics
that they might or might not use for something that may or may not make it into the paper. May,
one year ago I was given my first ‘press pass’ and asked to shoot the Drive to Survive Charity Golf
Tournament as the papers ‘official’ photographer. And I’ve been going ever since, sometimes
showing up at up to fifty different things for the month any time of day any day of the week. AND I
LOVE DOING IT!! Most of the time.
In the last year I have managed to produce between four and five hundred photo collages of
people places and events that take place in our city and its surroundings (I’m at one hundred and
eighteen so far this year) and I intend on continuing to do these as long as I can. I do them for one
simple reason, to give as many decent images in one picture as I think will work. A kind of highlight
reel, similar to the sports network on TV, showing what I might call the best of shots of an event or
situation that I’m there to photograph. You can take a quick look at something that’s happened and
then move on. This month I give you a few samples of what’s been done over the last year, starting
with golf and ending with golf.
I hope you look at what I’ve done and like what I’ve done and continue to do so. I appreciate it and
the paper appreciates it as well. After all we do all of this stuff to let you know what’s happened,
what’s happening and what’s going to happen in and around Brantford.
Thanks for letting me do what I do
DEllis (BScene by Dean)
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