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Falling in Love with our Community
The story starts here in
Brantford. Both my parents
were born and raised here
and so was I. For a kid
growing up in the 90's, it was
tough to really love the
community. We didn't have
the resurgence we have today
and there didn't seem to be as
much going for Brantford
then. And as a kid, it was hard
to really appreciate and
understand the community as
we do as adults. Sure, we
would explore the city during
field trips at school, but it was
hard to really get what it
meant as a whole.
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February is here already, and
with it comes the delights of
Valentines Day and Family
Day. This month can really
bring people and their
families together so well.
Everyone and every family
has their own love story.
These are stories of meetings,
falling in love, and creating
memories together. Funny
enough, the love story can be
true of other things too. So
this month, I thought I would
share a story of how I fell in
love with our community.

never admit it publicly, we all
face inner demons. Showing
strength on the outside does
not always display strength on
the inside. We put up facades,
go into character, or put up
walls. We do what we need to
do to show we are okay, even
if we are not okay.
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After high school, I went off
to Brock University in St.
Catharines. At the time, I was
so excited to get out of
Brantford. Like many of my
friends, I wanted something
"more exciting." As my time at

After five years of discovering
St. Catharines I had to come
back to Brantford. At the time,
I really didn't want to come
back. I had pretty much been
gone for 5 years and I didn't
want to leave what I had in St.
Catharines.
It was a difficult adjustment
for me, but I did come back to
Brantford and started to
reconnect with the
community. I had to learn
about my community again
from the start. By getting
involved and connecting with
people I started to get to
know Brantford and Brant
again.
For me, it all started out by
getting involved on Social
Media and by getting out and
volunteering. I kept learning

about various organizations
and businesses, and along the
way, I met some amazing
people. From there I just kept
getting involved into new
things which finally brought
me to opening the paper.

Since I've left Brock, I've
become enamored with our
beautiful community! I've
found that there are many
things to do and be part of.
Plus there are even more
things that I have yet to
discover.
Looking back, I can now say
that coming back to Brantford
has been one of the best
things in my life. I've been
able to grow and develop
while exploring the wonderful
facets of our community. And
I've been able to make a
positive impact too.
My relationship with the
community is still only
beginning. And I hope that
we'll have many more years
together to create those
memories and make a
difference.

Hey, It's Okay to be Sick
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Even into high school it was
hard for me to get a good
sense of the community. I
knew a bit more about what
went on, but I still didn't have
a big connection to the wider
community.

Brock continued, I became
involved in many school and
community related activities.
It brought me closer to the
community there and yet I
still had so much to explore
and do. But after awhile, my
time grew short.

It's not often that men will
want to talk about their
vulnerabilities. Being
vulnerable is still a sign of
weakness in today's society,
even though many will tell you
it is socially acceptable to be
fallible, and be human. Strong
men are the ones that thrive
in society, right? It's the
strong ones that win. The
strong survive. Survival of the
fittest. The nature of things.
Well, while most men will
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Take the late Robin Williams
for example. Robin made
everyone laugh. He lit up a
room, and made everyone feel
great. Sure, we knew he had
some addictions, but he never
let anyone know he was
suffering from a major
depression, save for his
innermost circle, until he
tragically took his own life. He
went into character because
that's how he wanted
everyone to know him.
I'll admit, I sometimes do the
same. I will fall into the anxiety
and depression trap, and feel
helpless, vulnerable, and
unable to escape. I read a
quote recently that I'd like to
share with you.

“Having anxiety and
depression is like being
scared and tired at the same
time.
It’s the fear of failure but no
urge to be productive.
It’s wanting friends but hate
socializing.
It’s wanting to be alone but
not wanting to be lonely.
It’s caring about everything
then caring about nothing.
It’s feeling everything at once
then feeling paralyzingly
nothing.”
When I read that, it was as if
someone was talking directly
about me. It opened my eyes,
for two things:
1. I'm not alone in suffering
even minor bouts of self doubt
and mental anxiety or
depression.
2. I've never really talked
about it or ever openly
admitted that I am human,
fallible, and I'll bet I'm not the
only one.

It's easy to diagnose and admit
that you are physically sick,
cause your nose is running or
you have a fever. It's much
harder to diagnose and admit
that, yes, sometimes, you are
emotionally or mentally
'catching a cold' too.
But admitting it should not be
a sign of weakness. Think
about it. If you can catch a
cold physically, whats to say
you can't be affected mentally
too? It doesn't make you any
less strong, any less man, any
less human to admit that “Hey,
I am a human too.”
So men (and women), I want
you to know that sometimes
even I get sick. I panic, I freak
out on the inside, and I am
okay. If you get that way too,
don't feel you have to hide it,
go into character, or slough it
off. You can talk to someone
about it, and not feel shame.
You can read this, and know
you are not alone. You are not
weak.

How the Charity of Hope makes a difference in
our community
she could not get
unemployment; in fact she
received very little assistance
from the government. It was
because of God and support
from family and friends, my
mom was able to keep the
family afloat.

My name is Cherise Baker
and I just want to tell you
about the Charity of Hope
and what they did for me.
I am the youngest of seven
children and when I was four,
my father passed away from a
brain aneurysm and heart
attack. It was a hard time for
everyone especially my mom,
she had to raise seven
children on her own for
thirteen years. The eldest of
my siblings, my brother Ray,
became the head of the
family and for a while we
were ok. Barely two years
later though, Ray passed
away from cancer and this
forced my mom to go back to
work, but she had an
accident at work which
caused her to tear her rotary
cuffs in both shoulders. The
damage was permanent and
my mom could no longer
work and due to the fact that
my mom worked irregularly,

Then I entered St. John's
College (high school) and
came into contact with Tom
Mercante who was my
Hospitality and Tourism
teacher. Under him I was the
Breakfast Coordinator,
serving breakfast to students
(for free) twice a week as part
of Food for Thought. When I
was in my final year, my
Foods class decided to go to
New York during March
Break as a class trip but I
unfortunately had to back
out due to not being able to
pay for my spot within the
short time period that we
were given. Then Mr.
Mercante came to me and
told me that there was a spot
available for the trip which
has been paid for by Charity
of Hope that he was a part of.
Let me tell you, never in my
life have I been so thankful to
a charity who did not know
me, yet they were willing to
fund me so I could be part of
this school trip. Later on
when I was getting ready to
graduate, I was told by Mr.
Mercante that there was this
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bursary provided by the same
charity of $500. When I was
applying, I was hopeful but at
the same time I wondered if I
really could get this bursary;
but when I got the phone call
telling me that I was a
recipient, I actually cried. To
some, $500 is not a lot of
money, but when you come
from a family situation where
times are tough, that 500
means a lot. It was more than
I imagined and I realized that
there are people in my
community who do care
about students like me. They
want to give me the chance
to make something of myself
and more importantly they
gave me hope, hope that I
can actually succeed.
That is why when I was asked
to be on the committee for
this charity, I said yes. I said
yes because I want to give
others hope, a hope for a
better future, for better
things to come. Too many
students like me give up on
things like school because
they believe that due to their
situation, there is no hope
and there is no one who tries
to give them hope. I want
others to know that there are
people out there who do care
and they want to help; this is
what this charity is about,
this is why it’s called the
Charity of Hope.

Coldest Night of The Year - Febraury 20th
This month, Brantfordians
whipping out their Canadian
robustness in an epic winter
trudge. For the fourth
consecutive year, walkers will
face the weather to combat
homelessness.
Coldest Night of the Year is a
Canada-wide initiative
kickstarted by a not-forprofit organization called
Blue Sea Philanthropy that
makes it incredibly easy for
charities across the country
to raise funds to combat
homelessness. On Saturday
February 20th, thousands of
Canadians will walk

anywhere from 2km-10km to
raise money for their
respective communities.
In fact, the walk itself reflects
the daily travels of many
homeless individuals by
stopping at or passing near
local shelters, meal program
sites, support services, and
recreation centres.
In Brantford, close to 200
individuals will trudge
through ice, slush, and snow
to support Why Not Youth
Centres and the Brantford
Welcome In Resource Centre.
Last year, the annual trudge

raised $40,000, and the
organizations are hoping to
meet that goal again this
year.
Want to be a part of it?
You’re in luck. Coldest Night
of the Year is open to
everyone! Signing up and
raising funds is easy as
melting a snow flake at
https://coldestnightoftheyea
r.org/location/brantford
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Why There is a Frosty Fest
unique pocket of time in our
city. It was a moment of time
when me and many of my
peers were turning 30. I
remember having
discussions with many of
them about the fact that
Brantford was on the
precipice of a revival, a
transformation, a reimagining of what it WAS as
a city.

Frosty Fest is Brantford’s
Winter Carnival and it’s
coming back to Harmony
Square, and inside the
Market Square, this Family
Day Weekend. It February
13th-15th from 10am -4pm
daily. As in past years there
will be ice carving, snow
taffy, figure skating, a huge
street midway, ball hockey,
indoor warming-zone fun, a
horse-drawn trolley, a winter
bazaar and great great food!
Because El Niño is going to
bring us much warmer
weather than for last year’s
Frosty Fest, I expect that
we’ll see our usual 15,000
people come through
Downtown Brantford once
again this year.
But I wanted to share with
you WHY there is a Frosty
Fest. To get there, I need to
go back a little way. About 10
years ago, there was a very

In the early days of Freedom
House, when we operated
our Church and Ministry
Centre out of the big blue
house on Market Street, we
were doing our Flippin
Friday Free Barbecue one
night. Jamie Stephens pulled
up in his old “Brant NOW”
car. Jamie, who is now one
of the most successful event
planners in Brantford with
don’t-miss happenings like
The Brantford Comedy
Festival and WTFest, was one
of my pals who was just
itching to help re-define a
city that needed it. “Brant
NOW” was a magazine and a
community-involvement
movement that was
ambitious, ahead of it’s time,
and was a forerunner to lots
of what we see going on
today.
Jamie asked me to help MC
the “We Love Brantford”
festival, which was a day of
local music on the Harmony
Square stage. The funniest
story from the day was the
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opening moment. I shouted
into the mic, “Hello
Brantford! Are you ready for
a great day?” and someone
leaned over the balcony of
his stage-view apartment
and gave me the finger. We
all had a great laugh and
thankfully it went up from
there. It was a blast, set a
positive tone, and turned out
to be the first of MANY
events I’d get to do in this
new square. The
atmosphere in the city was
beginning to change and the
time was ripe for new life!
At Freedom House, we
encourage people to look at
their own sphere of
influence and figure out who
and how they can serve to
bring it to life. So we asked,
“How can we help make this
Square really LIVE?” Our
friends at the Parks and Rec
Department said, “We’d love
someone to take the reigns
on a Winter Carnival. Could
you do that?” So we said
“Sure we can!” Then we
Googled, “What is a Winter
Carnival?” And the rest is
history.
Nearly all the volunteers you
see running Frosty Fest are
from Freedom House. There
are hundreds of people who
give incredible amounts of
time to plan, execute and run
this 3-Day Winter Carnival.
These are ordinary folks who
work at ordinary jobs and

raise families who have been
inspired to serve others. It’s
done in the name of city
transformation and help
ensure vibrant life in our city.
We care because we’re
inspired by Jesus Christ to
care. Plain and simple. We’ve
seen people go from the
harshest of skeptic to the
more fervent of advocates.
Why does a church do this?
When you study the early
church, it functioned in the
public square. It’s influence
rippled into business and
principled practices. It
affected the everyday
functioning of cities, not just
in separate worship houses.
Serving the city with a
festival like Frosty Fest is as
much a part our holistic

worship expression as
singing on a Sunday morning
is. It’s an incredibly full and
enriching experience.
So today I invite you to come
and frolic together as
families at Frosty Fest
February 13th to 15th. It’s
inexpensive with lots of free
stuff to see and do too. I
also invite you to Freedom
House every Sunday
Morning at 10:45am. You’ll
find open doors to connect
with God, meet incredible
folks along this journey, and
discover avenues to help see
our city transformed BY
good INTO good.
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2016 One Book One Brant author has local roots
The Painted Girls - inspired by real-life model for Edgar Degas.

exploitation by patrons and
artists. “So I grew up with
his art work and I think like
most of modern day society,
I sort of figured ballet had
always been a high- minded
pursuit of the privileged and
to find out it was very much
otherwise back in 1880s
Paris was a real revelation,”
she said.

Cathy Marie Buchanan’s
novel The Painted Girls, is
based on the real-life Van
Goethem sisters, Marie and
Antoinette, who lived in
Paris, France in the late
1800s. Marie was in fact, the
ballerina model for the
famous painting by
impressionist artist Edgar
Degas entitled, Little Dancer
Aged Fourteen. The tale
depicts the poverty,
desperation and seediness
of Paris during that period.
Buchanan, who herself
studied ballet as a child
while growing up in Niagara
Falls, was “blown away” to
learn about how life really
was in that time and place
after watching a TV
documentary about Degas
and the famous painting.
Having been surrounded
Degas prints of ballerinas
while studying ballet, she
had no idea of hardship of
the lives of the models. At
the time, those who danced
in the ballet were largely
from poor backgrounds,
leaving them vulnerable to

The Painted Girls took a
total of four years to
complete and involved a
huge amount of research.
Buchanan travelled to Paris
where she read survey
histories of France,
impressionist art and of
Degas and his dancers. A
historian for the Paris opera
had written an essay piece
specifically about Marie Van
Goethem, which linked
Little Dancer Aged Fourteen
to Degas’ study of crime and
facial features. Buchanan
described Degas as a genius
who was ahead of his time.
“I think everybody thought
science was going to answer
all of our questions and be
exclusively the future kind
of thing, so we have Degas
taking a look at how to
incorporate some of the
latest scientific findings into
his art,” she said.
Buchanan also found
newspaper articles
documenting the trials of
the two “bad boys” who are
woven into the novel. At one
point she discovered the
address of the apartment
building where the Van
Goethem sisters lived,

which had been scribbled by
Degas on some preparatory
sketches. Buchanan asked a
man coming out of the
building if she could go
inside and was allowed in.
“Yes, I had my hand on the
bannister that Marie would
have had her hands on all
those years ago,” she said.
Buchanan says meantime,
with the popularity of
stories set in the late 1800s,
The Painted Girls was
optioned for television,
meaning someone wanted
to explore the possibility of
turning the novel into a TV
series. A screenplay was
written for the pilot, but the
project has yet to become a
reality. “The company that
optioned it, they were
saying they were thinking of
it as their Downton Abbey,”
she said.
There is also a local
connection involving
Buchanan, who now lives in
Toronto and Brant County.
She says she has many fond
memories of Brant because
her grandparents on her
mother’s side, Charles and
Irene Standing, lived just
outside of Burford and there
were many family visits.
Buchanan didn’t always plan
on being a writer. During a
previous career at a “not
very creative job” at IBM,
Buchanan was always taking
night courses in things like
painting, art history and
interior design until she
eventually hit upon creative
writing. She decided to take

Author Cathy Marie Buchanan.
the plunge into the literary
world and never looked
back. She is “honoured”
One Book One Brant chose
The Painted Girls as the
book for the 11th annual
read. “I love the idea of a
community reading
together, I think one of the
great joys of literature is
sharing what you’re reading
and discussing what you’re
reading with friends, family
and neighbours.” Buchanan
says the fact the book was
selected by librarians is
“high praise.”

People are urged to sign up
to read The Painted Girls at
any branch of the County of
Brant Public library to be
entered to win a grand
prize of a 32 GB iPad Air.
The draw for the prize will
be made at the annual One
Book One Brant Meet the
Author Event at the Brant
Sports Complex at 944
Powerline Road in Paris on
Sunday February 28 at
1:30p.m. The event is free
and open to the public and
refreshments will be
served.

The Brantford Potters Guild tallied up the number
of bowls that were sold at their Empty Bowls sale.
The number totaled 225 bowls, making their
donation to Community Resource Service's Food
Bank $4,500 this year! #BRANTastic!
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Tracy Tottle: Grateful Patient and Digital Mammography
the biopsy. Her family physician
called – during her own vacation
time – to let Tracy know the
cells that were retrieved during
the biopsy were indeed precancerous.

Early detection is often a key
factor to help with a successful
outcome of beating breast
cancer.
It made all the difference for
Tracy Tottle, a 47-year old
Brantford hair stylist, who was
diagnosed early during an
annual mammogram at the
Brant Community Healthcare
System (BCHS).
Tracy was in training to
participate in her second
bodybuilding competition in
June 2014, where she proudly
placed first in her class. She had
only started training for
bodybuilding competitions in
December 2013, and was
enjoying the physical activity.
“I was supposed to go to my
mammogram, but put it off until
two days after the event,” she
said.
Tracy had annual mammograms
since the age of 30 because of a
family history of breast cancer.
The testing had become a part
of her regular health regimen.
She has her images done in the
Digital Mammography
department at The Brantford
General Hospital, an Ontario
Breast Screening Program site
that ensures high-quality
mammography services and
meets Canadian standards for
the early detection of small,
invasive cancers.
After her mammogram, Tracy
received a call to return to The
Brantford General for a repeat
mammogram. She became
concerned when her family
physician called her at home,
asking Tracy to come in for an
appointment after the second
test. The doctor believed that
there was calcification that was
showing on the mammogram
images and scheduled a biopsy
for the following week in order
to confirm.
“The surgeon had a hard time
finding the spot because it was
so small - which was good,” she
said.
Even so, Tracy said it was
difficult to wait for the results of

Tracy was then referred to
BCHS surgeon Dr. Walter
Pawliwec for a lumpectomy to
remove the pre-cancerous cells.
After consulting with Dr.
Pawliwec and discussing what
was involved in the lumpectomy
procedure, the surgery was
booked for the end of July in
2014. Tracy, still thinking in
terms of her physical training
schedule, was relieved to think
she would be able to recover
from the surgery in enough time
to continue training and be able
to compete in a November 2014
bodybuilding contest.
“I was mentally prepared,
thinking that recovery is pretty
quick with a lumpectomy,” said
Tracy. “My mom had one and
recovered quickly, so I thought I
could still compete in
November.”
Everything was moving along
smoothly when, the day before
her lumpectomy surgery, Tracy
received a phone call to say that
surgery had been cancelled and
instead, a second biopsy would
be done. More pre-cancerous
cells had been discovered and
since they weren't all located in
a central mass, the best way to
remove them was to perform a
mastectomy to remove her left
breast.
Though it wasn't something she
wanted to hear, Tracy
considered that if she required a
mastectomy, she was going to be
proactive and have both breasts
removed at the same time as a
preventative measure.
“I thought it was best to have a
double mastectomy and put
implants in at the same time,”
she said.
Her surgery in October 2014 saw
both breasts removed and skin
expanders implanted to make
room for the breast
enhancements that were
implanted during a March 2015
surgery.
Tracy didn't require radiation or
chemotherapy because her precancerous cells were discovered
at such an early stage. Her
physician said it could have
taken four to five years for those
cells to develop into a lump large
enough to be detected during a
physical examination.
“I think knowing that it was at its
earliest stage, I felt pretty good
about that.”
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Her recovery required Tracy to
stay away from the gym for a
couple of weeks, but she
returned to her regular training
schedule about six weeks later,
anxious to start preparing for
her next competition.
“It feels good just to know none
of this set me back,” said Tracy.
“In a year, I'll be back on stage,
more conditioned than I was.”
Having access to the Ontario
Breast Screening Program at the
Brant Community Healthcare
System helped Tracy to be
diagnosed, treated and begin her
recovery in a relatively short
time.
Patients who visit the Digital
Mammography area at The
Brantford General Hospital have
been benefitting from state-ofthe-art diagnostic equipment for
more than three years, and the
service and care continues to be
leading edge with the addition of
new upgrades to the digital
system.
Mammography at The Brantford
General has been completely
digital since 2012, thanks to a
transformative donation from
community corporate partner,
SC Johnson, and has since
received further support from
donors to the Brant Community
Healthcare System (BCHS)
Foundation to purchase
additional components that will
provide even greater diagnostic
capabilities.
“These new technologies allow
for an earlier and significantly
clearer diagnosis,” said Dr. Mark
Lighter, one of eight radiologists
at the hospital.

Tracy Tottle beat breast cancer with the help of Digital
Mammography.
concise.
“Our role in imaging is incredibly
important,” said Wheeler. “We
are responsible for the diagnosis
of our patients, and it is
important to us to have the
proper tools to effectively assess
what we are seeing.”

Another benefit is the increase
in the number of screenings that
can be done with the faster
equipment. Wheeler said the
Digital Mammography service
has been able to

(continued on next page)

The new technology offers
computer-assisted diagnosis,
which supports radiologists with
a second look at the hundreds of
images they look at each day.
The addition of contrastenhanced imaging capability is a
very big step forward in digital
mammography. Contrastenhanced imaging is used to
confirm findings when a primary
screening is inconclusive, and
the results are available very
quickly. The Brant Community
Healthcare System is one of only
a few hospitals in Canada to
offer this specialized diagnostic
service.
Nancy Wheeler, Group Leader of
Diagnostic Imaging at the BCHS,
said the upgrades increase the
ability of doctors to diagnose
breast abnormalities and assist
surgeons by pin-pointing
locations and sizes of tumors.
That leads to less anxiety for
patients who can be assured
their diagnosis is clear and

The Kate Broddick Team presents a cheque for $900 to BCHSF
on January 21.
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Big Hair for Little Kids
and hair systems and
provide them at no cost to
the child’s family. It takes
10-12 donated ponytails to
make one hair prosthesis
and $1,000 to $1.500 is
budgeted by the foundation
to cover manufacturing and
related costs.

Every year many children
in Canada will lose their
hair due to conditions such
as cancer treatments,
alopecia and even burns.
We believe that providing a
wig or hair loss solution
will increase a child’s self
esteem and improve their
self image, during a difficult
and sometimes painful time
in their lives. We hope to
help them face their
condition and daily life with
a greater confidence.
Angel Hair for Kids™ is a
program of A Child’s Voice
Foundation™ that provides
wigs and hair loss solutions
to financially disadvantaged
children in Canada who
have lost their hair due to a
medical condition or
treatment. Using hair that
is generously donated to
the program, the
foundation can create wigs

Tracy Tottle
(continued from last page)
increase the number of patients
seen from three per hour to four
per hour, which is helping to
more quickly address the
number of breast cancer
patients and screenings. This is a
particularly important factor in
Brant, where there is a high rate
of breast cancer.
Digital Mammography at the
BCHS is a busy place, with
14,000 exams done each year.
Most of the exams are for
screening purposes, but some
are diagnoses for women who
have had a lump detected.
“For a hospital our size, that's
quite a significant volume,” said
Wheeler.

Davidson. It is now in the
hands of Don Wolan and
Tracey Snively. Donations
of hair and prizes are being
accepted at BYO Breweries
at the corner of Stanley and
Grey or contact Tracey
Snivley 519 209 7886 or Don
Wolan 519 771 7872 to

On Saturday March 5th we
will be holding our 7th
annual Big Hair for little
kid's event at the Army
Navy Air Force Club – 645
Colborne St. Tickets are $10
in advance or $15 at the
door. Advance tickets can
be purchased at The Army
Navy Air Force Club, BYO
Breweries, Crystals Hair
Care, Kreative Khaos and
Inspirational Hearts. There
are two Local Bands playing
Junkyard Delight and
Squeeler with a few
haircuts and a head shaving
being done. We will have a
silent Auction, some door
prizes and a chance to get
some pictures with some
Championship Wrestling
belts and a special guest
appearance by Al Ruddick
as Brutus the Barber.
Throughout the years we
have had many haircuts as
well as amazing donations.
The idea for Big Hair was
originated through Sue and
Roy Kowalski who passed
the torch to Brett

Wheeler said that while patients
won't directly notice many of
the differences made by the
upgrades, there is a significant
benefit to everyone involved.
Having the best equipment
available for diagnosis positively
impacts the services offered at
the Brant Community Cancer
Clinic located within The
Brantford General Hospital.
Wheeler's job is to ensure the
services in Diagnostic Imaging
have the most appropriate
equipment and that staff is
expertly trained and following
best practice guidelines. She is
involved in the five-year capital
planning process at the BCHS
and every 12 months, she
reviews patient needs and
technology available in the
Digital Imaging industry and
advocates for investment in
state-of-the-art equipment to

arrange a pick up.
We strive to make a
difference. It is only with
the help of you, the public,
that we can make this
happen. This event is for all
ages and guaranteed to be
fun for the whole family.

Nora McRae a beautiful 6 1/2 year old, has set herself a goal to
raise $500.00 for BIG Hair For Little Kids. As well she will cut her
hair off just under her ears, so a little kid can have hair. “This is
something she asked to do all on her own” said Amy McRae. “We
are very proud to have raised such a caring amazing little girl”.
Please help her reach her goal!! Thank you.
You can pledge to Nora at https://www.gofundme.com/btckbuhp

Don has been on the back end of helping this event for the past 6
years and felt it was time for him to “step up to the plate” and
raise some funds. “There are many causes that one can donate to,
to me children fighting illness is one of the most important” He
said “These young people deserve a chance to make a difference
in this world, we have to give them a fighting chance.” He is
currently raising funds to shave his head, Eyebrows, hair and
beard. He has set a goal of $5,000 if you would like to help
monetarily please go to
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/pages/big-hair-for-little-kids

support exemplary patientcentred care at the BCHS. This is
a difficult and expensive task
when there is a seven to twelve
year replacement period for all
the various pieces of equipment.
“We are so grateful for the many
donors that invest in patient
equipment at the BCHS,” said
Wheeler. “With donor support,
we are able to provide leading
edge diagnostic care to the
citizens of our community.”

equipment,” he said. “We
are absolutely grateful for
our amazing donors that
have contributed so
generously to our hospital
over the years. Their
investment has provided us
with leading edge
technology.”

Dr. Lighter explained the
funding for this type of
equipment isn't provided for by
the government, so without
donors, it is very difficult to be
able to obtain such modern,
effective and efficient diagnostic
equipment.
“We’re justifiably proud to be
working with state-of-the-art
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Many “Little” Thanks to Our “Big” Volunteers
they are having fun and
making memories along the
way.

How can we possibly thank
those who give their time to
mentor a local child?
Because of our amazing
volunteers Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Grand Erie was
able to provide programs to
over 370 area children in
2015. Words cannot express
how very appreciative we
are! We know that our
volunteers don’t give their
time with a goal of being
acknowledged or thanked;
they do it because they
know they are making a big
difference to a local child.
They are helping grow a
stronger community, and

The various programs we
offer are focused on helping
children learn, grow, and
reach their full potential
through mentoring and
friendship. Our “Bigs” spend
quality time with their
“Littles” talking, trying out
new things, and exploring
our community. We
strongly encourage lowcost to no-cost activities to
our volunteers, as giving
their time is very generous
on its own. But sometimes it
is nice to splurge. That’s
where local businesses can
help!
Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Grand Erie has an Activity
Support Program. This
program provides our “Big &
Little” matches with

opportunities to create fun
memories through
recreational activities and
outings. Contributors
provide passes or discounts
to our “Bigs” to use as a
special treat. It can be
anything from a donation of
tickets to a hockey game,
coupons or gift certificates
to a local restaurant, ongoing special rates or
discounts on admission to
the theatre, or anything in
between! It’s a great way for
local businesses to say
thanks our volunteers for
making a BIG difference in
the life of a local child, and
help create new memories!
If you would like to
participate, please contact
Renee at 519-759-3222, or
renee.vanderharst@bigbrot
hersbigsisters.ca

99ers Youth Movement Paying Dividends

The management group of
the Brantford 99ers decided
to go young for this year’s
2015/16 GOJHL season and
it has surely paid off. The
99ers currently have four 16
year olds on their active
roster, something that is
unheard of in the Ontario
Hockey Association.
Not only are they 16 years
old but they are also playing
against players that are up

to 20 years of age. Another
feather in the cap of the
young guns is that each are
drafted into the Ontario
Hockey League which
produces countless
amounts of professional
hockey players each year.
Jack Phibbs (7th round Flint
Firebirds) Nicholas Durajlija
(8th round Kitchener
Rangers) Brandon Scanlin
(9th round Hamilton
Bulldogs) Isaac Nurse (11th
round Hamilton Bulldogs).
Combined they have tallied
85 points which accounts
for 27% of the teams total
scoring. (As of January
21/2016)
The Hockey News ranked
the GOJHL the 8th best
developmental league in
North America and the
99ers are proving this
distinction every single
game. The 99ers have
graduated multiple players
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to the next level during
their three year existence
and the list is quite
impressive; Nathan Bastian
(Mississauga Steelheads
OHL, projected 1st round
draft pick for this year’s
NHL draft) Mitch Atkins
(Elmira College NCAA)
Dominic Horvath (Potsdam
NCAA) Bryce O'Brien
(Quebec Ramparts QMJHL)
The trend of advancing
players to higher levels will
continue and the 99ers
program is becoming a
hotspot for young exciting
players looking to advance
their hockey careers.
Be sure to check out the
99ers as they push for a
playoff spot.
For more game information
please visit
http://pointstreaksites.co
m/view/brantford99ers
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Start Your New Year Off Right!
approximately 700 women.
These are the women and
stories that we want to
honour at “La Bella Notte”,
an Italian inspired evening
to be held at the Rossini
Lodge on Thursday, March
10, 2016 in honour of
International Women’s Day.
The doors will open at
5:30pm with a fashion show
beginning at 6:30pm.

International Women’s Day
has been observed since the
early 1900’s in the effort to
raise awareness of women’s
issues and to celebrate their
achievements. At Nova Vita,
this day is especially
meaningful as we hear and
witness the struggles,
obstacles and successes of
the women who use our
services on a daily basis.
Last year, we provided
shelter to 139 women, and
counselling/support to

We will be honouring
several women who are
extremely successful
despite the adversity they
faced due to domestic
violence; and, we will be
show casing five local
fashion sponsors – Closet
Couture Boutique, Debbie’s
Basic Black, The Cheshire
Cat, Nina-Brie and Trends
on the Grand bringing a
unique fashion flair to the
runway. There will also be
fashion accessories available
for purchase. Be sure to
arrive early to buy one of a
limited number of Swag
Bags.

The evening will also
include a live auction
featuring Linda Leja, the
Auctionista, offering
fantastic and unique auction
items. You will experience
Italy with a complimentary
Antipasto Bar, Expresso Bar,
Italian goodies and
surprises without leaving
Brantford! About those
other surprises, you’ll have
to attend to find these out.
This is an exclusive evening
with a limited number of
tickets available at $60 each
(with a $40 tax receipt). To
learn more about “La Bella
Notte” visit our website at
www.novavita.org,
SupportNovaVita on
Facebook/Twitter or search
the hashtag
#LaBellaNotte4IWD. To
purchase tickets please visit
our website or call 519-7521005 ext. 210.
All proceeds raised will
benefit the women and
children at Nova Vita.

Massilly representatives present Alex Felsky at Brant United Way
with a cheque for $8,087.25 for the annual Brant United Way
campaign.
From L to R: Rob Snippe, Technical Coordinator
Tara Dunn, Account Coordinator
Nelson Silva, VP Sales/Marketing
Zorica Vukmanovic, Accounting Manager
Garnet Lasby, President
Hanna Dunn, VP, Humans Resources
Joe Boseley, Field Service Manager
Karen Engelhart, Executive Assistant
Jeremy Chacko, Accounting
Chris Wallace, Graphics/Marketing Coordinator Laura Galenkamp,
Production Scheduler
Photo by: Alex Felsky
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LOL Luvern on Laughs
FaceBook.

FREE COMEDY SHOWS IN
TOWN? YES!
Welcome back comedy fans!
This month I'm sharing
where free shows are
located. Brantford's
population is about 150,000
people, and let's say 75,000
of you are able to attend
shows. I've noticed that the
crowds are sometimes very
small which made me ask
the question: Why? Why
aren't you going to free
comedy shows in town?
Well, my research revealed
some surprising answers.
1) We didn't know there were
free shows. 2) The shows
are too late at night. 3) We
don't feel safe downtown. 4)
Parking is difficult. 5) The
content is filthy and
offensive. These are some of
the reasons why shows
aren't packed, but let me
shed some light on these
topics in hopes of seeing
your smiling faces soon.
1) I'm glad you told me you
didn't know where shows
were! Here's how you can
keep up to date. BScene's
event calendar is updated on
a regular basis. It's in the
middle of every edition, and
available online. Or read my
column (check LOL), and I'll
list them here just for you.
Cause you're a comedy fan
right? You want to know
where the free shows are, so
here we go:
Tuesday nights Club NV (234
Colborne Street) starts at
8:30pm – 10:00pm. Hosted
by Wally Warwick who
recently brought the Trailer
Park Boys to town. Free
parking is available on the
street or in their parking lot.
For weekly updates, please
see “Comedy Car Crash” on

Wednesday's - The Starving
Artist (42 Dalhousie Street)
offers free comedy shows
Wednesday nights. LOL
Comedy, hosted by Ed
House, is available every
other Wednesday including
February 10th and 24th .
Hump Day Interactive
Comedy, hosted by Melanie
Crawford, is available on
alternating weeks including
February 3rd, and 17th.
Either way, The Starving
Artist has comedy every
Wednesday night starting at
8:30pm. Street parking is
free after 6pm, and there's
an additional parking lot on
the South West corner of
Dalhousie and King Street. I
think it's $1.00 per hour, I'm
not too sure. If you're
interested to see who is
performing in advance, you
can join their FaceBook
groups.
Thursday nights The Station
Coffee House, (5 Wadsworth
Street), starts at 9:00pm.
Hosted by Michael Moses.
There's tons of free parking
available on site. For weekly
updates, join the FaceBook
page “The Station Coffee
House & Gallery Presents:
Thursday Night Comedy”.
Long name, but totally worth
being a part of.
Friday's – The first Friday of
every month there's a show
at The Rose & Thistle (48
Dalhousie Street).
Be there for Friday February
5th. Hosted by Chris Jarvie
with street parking and the
lot at Dalhousie and King
Street available. This show
starts at 8:30pm.
Saturday's every other week
– The Therapy Lounge, (16
Market Street) offers free
comedy too! The next show
is Saturday February 6th,
then again on the 20th.
Street parking is free after
6pm and Destiny Shackleton
is your comedy producer.
2) Yes, sometimes you're out
later than planned, but it's
okay to leave during a show,
the comedians understand.
Don't feel obligated to sit
there if you really need to
leave. Hopefully, you got a
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few great laughs before you
exit.
3)Speaking from personal
experience, I've always felt
safe downtown Brantford.
All of these venues are
public, and have people
buzzing around laughing
having a grand old time. If
you feel unsafe, be sure to
bring a friend, or just start
chatting with anyone at the
event. You'd be amazed how
friendly people are at
comedy shows. 'Fear' turns
into 'fun' pretty fast.
4) If parking is an issue for
you, maybe you could share
a taxi with your friends?
Remember, pro comedian
Roger Chandler works for
City Taxi! Four of these
downtown shows are easily
accessible by bus, and the
coffee/train station, well,
there's tons of parking there.
By the way, all the shows are
wheelchair accessible.
Awesome right?
5) You like laughing, and
that's great, but your friends
might not like the same sort
of comedy. We all have
different tastes when it
comes to humour, that's the
beauty of it. I can't tell you
which comedian does really
gross or super clean comedy,
that wouldn't be fair. It's
best you find out on your
own honestly. Remember,
most of these comedians are
amateurs and your feedback
is important for them to
grow. You're not laughing?
They'll re-write their jokes
until you do LOL You
laughing is their goal. It's an
incredible feeling for
everyone. Check out a few
shows and see what you
think. These are all free, so
what have you got to lose?
Chances are you'll hear some
great new jokes and have a
enjoyable evening.
Now, we're waiting for YOU
to attend. The energy of a
live comedy show is 1000%
times better with your
attendance. Have a fantastic
comedy experience
Brantford and thanks again
for all your feedback. Stay
tuned next month for more
comedy news...there's SO
much more to tell you! LOL

Aquarius: It's your time to shine. Allow yourself to be drawn to
your people and embrace the communities you find yourself a
part of. Let go of the fear and know you are doing a great job.
Capricorn: Time to maximize your self worth. What if you could
have everything you dream of and more? The key is to know
you deserve all that you heart desires.
Sagittarius: This month notice the thoughts you are thinking
and the words you are speaking. Are they empowering you or
are they knocking you down? First step is to notice the
patterns, then set the intention to replace them with thoughts
or words that support you.
Scorpio: You may long for security the month. Instead of
looking outside yourself for support, be there for you. Make
time for serenity and take extra good care of yourself.
Libra: It's time to play! Get creative, laugh and express yourself.
Self love will go very far this month. Know that right now
playtime is just as important as hard work.
Virgo: This month dive into your body. Notice your routines
and ask yourself if they are adding to your heath, or depleting
it. The goal is to take life moment by moment; nourishing your
body so you feel full of vitality.
Leo: Relationships are going to be on the radar this month. Do
what you love and cheer yourself on. As your cultivate as much
self love as possible the perfect people will float into your life.
Take a step back from drama; let it go.
Cancer: Listen to your feelings this month. They may come
crashing like waves. Instead of seeing that as a bad thing; ride
the waves. Take it easy on yourself and trust that you are
receiving guidance.
Gemini: Time for fly free. Strive for liberation. Know anything is
possible; if you believe it. Take a look at what you believe and
ask yourself if that create freedom in your life.
Taurus: You are a powerful creator and can pretty much build
anything here on Earth. The question is to ask if what you are
building is aligned with what you love. Also know that running
yourself into the ground will not make you better off. Find time
to relax and enjoy the journey.
Aries: New people will float into your life. Ask yourself what you
love and what makes you passionate. As you focus on these
passions seek out others who feel the same. There is an
opportunity to cultivate lasting communities.
Pisces: It's a time to swim along with life even though you may
not know where it's taking you. It's actually better if you don't
know because you can then be open to surprises and miracles.
Enjoy the highs and nurture yourself through the lows.
Looking for even deeper insight? Shannon is available for
your own personal readings.
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BAdvised Taryn Crieghton
Tip Top Health Shoppe
164 Colborne Street W
519.759.3304
www.tiptophealthshoppe.com
It’s resolution time, time to get fit & healthy,
& for many to lose weight. But with so many
weight loss supplements & different diets
around, how do we choose the right one for
us? Below are some of the popular diet
supplements we carry & how & why they
work.
Starting your diet plan with a good cleanse
kit makes the liver happy & gets it into fat
burning mode. 5 and 7 day kits $14.99 & up.
3 months supply of Diatomaceous Earth
$19.99. We also have detox teas at under
$10.
Garcinia Cambogia is for you if carbs and
sugar cravings are your problem. It contains
HCA, which blocks fat & suppresses cravings
& appetite. By blocking the action of the
enzyme citrate lyase, it stops the body from
being able to turn carbohydrates into fat.
About $30 for a month’s supply of 70% HCA,
the strongest in Canada. We also have New
Roots Slimmer System, which is garcinia
with other ingredients to help balance blood
sugar, thyroid, lower cortisol levels as well.
If you can go low carb, HCG drops are
amazingly effective, with losses of 1 lb a day

when followed correctly. Not the
homeopathic drops & diet of 500 calories as
seen online, our drops are vibrationally
charged & allow you 900-1100 calories a day.
$69.00 for 28 day supply.
Despite how it sounds, eating fat, HEALTHY
FAT,helps you burn fat! Coconut oil or MCT
oil (liquid coconut oil) and also omega 3 and
flax oil are all essential fatty acids. Your body
is more likely to let go of your fat if it is
getting the EFA’s it needs from other
sources.You can also add chia, flax or hemp
seeds to smoothies or other foods to up
your good fats.Also apple cider vinegar has
long been used for weightloss & is very
cheap.It is not only loaded with minerals &
helps you absorb nutrients better,it also
lowers the glycemic load of any carbs you
eat by up to 40%! So starting your meal with
a salad with a little ACV & MCT oil is a great
way to help lose weight.Fiber is filling, so you
eat less, & also helps slow blood sugar
spikes. And we carry many thermogenic
herbs that rev your metabolism, cayenne,
ginger, cinnamon, turmeric to name a few!
Come see us for all your health & weight loss
needs!

RE/MAX Twin City
Direct: 519.758.6801
Office: 519.756.8111
www.BrantfordBroker.com

Investing in Brantford, Part 1

Today I am going to talk about investing in
Real Estate in Brantford. Some of you may
not know this, but people come from all
over to invest right here in Brantford.
Brantford has been written up in magazines
and in many articles on the internet for it’s
great investment opportunities. Why you
ask? I can tell you in 3 words…… Positive
Cash Flow!

So, what is Positive Cash Flow? Well, simply
put, Positive Cash Flow is the money that is
left over to put in your pocket every month
from the rent you receive after all expenses
to carry the property have been paid. These
expenses include the mortgage, insurance
and property taxes on the property (and
possibly some maintenance fees).
Sometimes you’ll also pay some or all of the
utilities for the property too and if so, the
amounts of those utilities are lumped in
with the mortgage, insurance and property
tax and must be subtracted to obtain the
final Positive Cash Flow number. Obviously
the more money that you need to pay per
month to carry the property, the less money
you will earn in the form of Positive Cash
Flow because there is less left over.
So, it’s best to not have to pay for the
utilities if at all possible. What usually
determines whether or not you pay the
utilities is if the meters are separated at the
time the property is purchased. If it’s a single
family property then there is no problem,

just have the tenant put all utilities in their
name. If it’s a multi-unit property it could be
a different situation. There are 2 kinds of
multi-unit income properties, ones that were
built as income properties and ones that
have been converted into multi-unit income
properties. The multi-unit income properties
that were not built as such will not have
separate meters for the utilities and in many
cases the previous owner did not want to
take on the expense of separating the hydro
or heating meters. To separate the hydro for
example, you’d have to have 2 separate
services coming into the building and 2
separate hydro panels, and of course the
wiring from each unit must match the
respective hydro panel. The same goes for
natural gas. Lots of times I have seen
separate hydro and gas but the owner pays
the water bill as that can be difficult to
separate. Having said that, the way that the
price of water has shot up we may see more
income property owners separating water to
in the future.
Now that we understand Positive Cash Flow,
I will explain why Brantford offers better
Positive Cash Flow than most cities in Part 2
so stay tuned!
For more info on this or any other Real
Estate matter, visit my website
www.BrantfordBroker.com or call me direct
at 519-758-6801

Tammy Hunt-Eechaute

Chris Schmidt

The Closet Door
111 Sherwood Dr
519‐771‐8954
www.facebook.com/TammyJeanene

The Colour Shoppe Inc.
41 Morton Avenue East
519.753.3406
www.colourshoppeinc.com

Wearing YOUR heart on your sleeve!
Traditionally We talk about styles what's in? And what's not! What to wear and what not to
wear!
Donating is always IN STYLE and when you look in your closet you can see it! When you
donate to The Closet Door YOU can see it, because when YOU gift, WE gift!
We gift more than our Local Cancer Care Patients and the Local Clinic,..we also take time to
gift back to our community!
We have fill a bag, Amazing Closet Race gifting gift cards, TAG YOUR IT promo's, CLOSET
RAIDS and in store promotions! WE are all about community support as the volunteers and
myself put our energy and time into helping other charities as Handbags for Hospice,
"Hugs for Hospice" and theatre groups.
YOU will always see where your donation goes as The Closet Door posts on their Facebook
Group along with the picture of The Chalkboard of Supporters, because YOU should see
where your monetary donation goes and what gift you The Community have gifted the
cancer care patient.
"The Catwalk for Cancer Care" Fundraiser will spread it's wings in the late spring to once
again bring you a show stopper! The Closet Door takes on BROADWAY New York Style with
a dinner Theatre and we will have these details to BScene in the coming months on Ticket
Sales, location and time of event! ALL proceeds will once again go to gift an all inclusive
getaway for a patient and their family who brings support unconditionally during their
treatments received at the BGH D wing!
Want to get involved by gifting donations of Draw Prizes to this event contact
Tammy at The Closet Door 519-732-3378 or stop in with your clothing donation of in
style clothing Teen, Ladies and Men also accessories of purses, jewelry, and footwear
TODAY at their location, 111 Sherwood Dr Brantford
Love and hugs!

Harry Bazoian

Colour Myths & Truths
For something that looks so innocent on a paint
chip, colour pushes our buttons like few other
design details can. Everyone has opinions, and
no one's shy about sharing — whether trying to
convince you that a red kitchen will increase
your appetite, a blue bedroom will help you
sleep or a neutral palette is dull and boring.
Clashing colours…don't even go there!
But, is there any truth behind these ideas? Well,
yes...and no. Here are eight colour myths to
learn what ones hold up and which ones are
wives’ tales.
Myth #1: Certain colour combinations
(think…orange and pink) are taboo.
Truth: That idea is becoming more dated. There
doesn’t seem to be such a thing as an “off-limits”
colour pairing. Some people like unexpected
colour combinations and they can really work
and be fun. Colours that don't blend seamlessly
add a welcome element of energy and visual
tension. Even in the most neutral rooms,
throwing in fun and different pops of colour can
be very interesting. On the flip side, there are
certain colour/tone combinations that do not
work well together and therefore caution needs
to be had when selecting colours.
Myth #2: Dark wall colours make a room feel
smaller.
Truth: Not always. If the room gets plenty of
natural light and the trim is in high contrast with

the wall colour, the room can still seem large
and bright. For example, navy walls with crisp
white trim and ceiling can feel nice and bright in
the right room. It was always an old wives’ tale
that darker rooms felt smaller. The reasoning
behind it was that darker rooms took more
coats of paint to create colour uniformity. Each
layer of paint added thickness to the walls and
would eventually alter the room’s dimensions.
With today’s paints, they hide better and achieve
uniformity in colour with less coats.
Myth #3: Neutral palettes come only in beige,
gray and cream.
Truth: Absolutely not. Colours that are prevalent
in nature can also be neutrals, such as greens
and blues. This is true especially when they are
softer, grayed-off versions of green or blue. We
have all seen colours that while considered to be
neutral lean to a green or blue hue.
Myth #4: Every room must be painted the
same colour.
Truth: Keeping the same colour throughout can
create flow, especially in an open-concept
design. If you would rather change things up a
little, try layering various shades of a colour
room to room. Rooms can all be tied together
with a common trim paint, but varying the shade
ever so slightly can help with the flow of the
house. This is easy to do and we can help you
right at our store.
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Stay Updated! Visit BScene.ca for additions and changes
Follow @BScenePaper on twitter and BScenePaper on facebook
Send your event listing to events@Bscene.ca
Deadline for Next Edition: February 22
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The Other Noise - A Comical Quest To A Place Of Hope
ICHTHYS Theatre is
launching its 16th season
with a new drama-comedy
The Other Noise by local
playwright Martin Smith
(The Strong Hand Of
Love/Baked Muffins With
Dates). The play, which will
be performed on the final
weekend of February and the
first weekend of March at
the Gord Paynter Theatre, is
about a young lady named
Sedgwick (Mikayela Piet)
who is coerced into visiting
relatives she has not seen in
years. Unbeknownst to her
she will be saddled with the
duty of spending an entire
day watching over her rather
eccentric Uncle Wilby (Bruce
Farley).
The play, written and
directed by Smith, is a highenergy comedy with
touching dramatic moments.
“My hope is that the play will
take the audience on a
satisfying ride through a
range of emotions, from
laughter to tears and back,”
says Smith. He adds, “It is a
heart-warming story about
overcoming heartache, and
is rich with lively characters,
unexpected twists and
plenty of laughs. The story is
at times farcical and dreamlike, but at the same time,
relatable to experiences we
have all had. We are very
fortunate to have an
incredible cast of both
veterans and fresh faces.”
Some of the more familiar
faces to Brantford theatre
goers include Elliejae Stortini
who plays Joan, Sedgwick’s
mother, John Centorrino

who plays Geoff the courier
and Kevin Procter and
Steven Andrews who share
the role of Dr. Colin Simpson.
The cast is rounded out with
Louanne and Gerde, played
by Christabell Creighton and
Sydney Baillie and an
unforgettable Aunt Cecilia,
joyfully portrayed by Kaela
Gillan.
Gillan, who plays the often
confused, but ultimately
upbeat Cecilia comments
that “having only lived in
Brantford for about two
years now, it’s great having
the opportunity to perform
with other community
members. I have worked with
a few of the cast members
before (in The Return Of The
Sequel Part 2), so I was
pleasantly surprised to learn
I’d get the opportunity to
work with them, along with
some wonderful new people.”
The part of Cecilia allows
Gillan to take on a character
who is instantly likeable, and
wise, in an off beat manner. “I
have played a number of
negative characters in the
past and I find that they can
bleed into my personal life.
Playing Cecilia has the
opposite effect. I feel more
pleasant on a day-to-day
basis”.
Although set in modern
times, the play has a
nostalgic feel to it from the
living room setting, complete
with doilies, to the 1950’s era
music that is a soundtrack
for the character of Uncle
Wilby.
Farley, in taking on the overthe-top persona of Wilby,

L to R- Bruce Farley, Mikayela Piet, Kaela Gillan and Elliejae Stortini rehearsing for The Other Noise.

says the role has flooded him
with memories and
emotions. “Without giving
too much away, I think the
closing scenes make me
think of all the people who
are close to me, and mean so
much to me in my own life.”
Piet, who excels as Uncle
Wilby’s niece Sedgwick,
concurs, “The part of the
play that has impacted me
most is the last scene with
Uncle Wilby. The Other
Noise reminds me of the
little things we should
appreciate more because
when they are gone, it's too
late to get them back.”
Smith is thrilled with what
Piet is bringing to the
character of Sedgwick noting

Sydney Baillie, Christabell Creighton, Bruce Farley and Mikayela Piet rehearsing for The Other Noise.
Follow us on facebook or twitter: BScenePaper

“Mikayela has amazed me at
every turn, taking on a
character that evolves over
the course of the play,
moving from disinterest to
compassionate insight. Like
her character, she shows a
depth in her acting that
defies her age and is
remarkable at every turn. It
is no small task to play off of
the bigger-than-life
performance that Bruce
delivers with Uncle Wilby
and I simply could not be
prouder of what they are
going to bring to the stage

each show.”
There will be six
performances of The Other
Noise, February 26th and
27th at 7:30pm and February
28th at 2pm, as well as
March 4th and 5th at
7:30pm and March 6th at
2pm at the Gord Paynter
Theatre, which is located at
North Park Collegiate at 280
North Park Street. Tickets
are available in advance at
www.ichthystheatre.ca or at
the door. $15 for adults. $10
for seniors or students.
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Whimsical Players Presents Beauty And The Beast
Whimsical Players has
received tremendous
support, including the help
of a couple of Board
members from the now
defunct Brantford theatre
group Absent Minded
Productions, (AMP) who
found the additional funding
needed to get Whimsical off
the ground. “I am very
grateful for their
contribution,” says Graham.
What happens when several
talented community
thespians get together to put
on Beauty and The Beast?
Well let’s just say it’s
Whimsical.
Beauty and the Beast,
presented by Whimsical
Players, theatrical version
written by Vera Morris,
produced by special
arrangement with Pioneer
Drama Service is appearing
Friday February 26 and
Saturday February 27 at 7pm,
and Sunday February 28 at
3pm at the TB Costain/SC
Johnson Community Centre,
16 Morrell St, Brantford, ON.
Tickets are available at the
door: Adults- $12.00,
Children/Students/Seniors$8.00
Special Family Ticket
includes two Adults, two
Children- $30.00 (children
under 3 FREE). Advance
Tickets are available at The
Golden Tea Pot: 519 -7565932.
Whimiscal Players is a brand
new Brantford based
community theatre group
and the brainchild of
Meghan Graham, its founder
and president.
Meghan Graham says, “I've
been involved with many
different theatre groups
through the years and have
taken in how things are run
and I thought to myself, you
can do that!” Graham and
her family and friends have
been involved in Community
theatre in Brantford and
Brant County for several
years.
Graham says, “Theatre is
definitely a passion of mine. I
love the atmosphere and the
challenge of pretending to be
someone other then
yourself.”
The name Whimsical was
chosen because Graham,
“wanted something fun that
stood out and sounded
joyful.”
Whimsical Players has a
Board of seven thespians
who sat on previous boards.
“Everyone has a chance to
give their say and express
ideas,” says Graham. “We
then decide on who is going
to take on each task.”

Graham, a mother of two
says, “The whole idea for
Whimsical was to focus on
theatre that the whole family
could enjoy.” The company
will currently focus on family
friendly plays, but are not
closed to eventually looking
at shows for mature
audiences.
Beauty And The Beast was
chosen as Whimsical’s first
show because it is well
known and has been one of
Graham’s favourite fairytales
since childhood. It has a cast
of all ages who hail from
Brantford and surrounding
areas.
“We wanted to put on a show
that people knew and loved
and would want to come and
see,” she says. “This
particular script has meaning
to me because I performed it
during a theatre summer
camp when I was 13. This
show is also where I first met
my significant other Keith
Chambers.” She adds, “I like
this script because it's a
combination of the original
fairytale and the Disney
version.” In writer Vera
Morris’ version Beauty has a
mother instead of a father,
two sisters and two selfish
brothers-in-law and more
details of the Prince’s “preBeast” background is
revealed. Graham is
Directing. “I decided to take
the wheel as director for this
show because it's our first.”
She says she will definitely
be directing future shows,
but others will also have the
opportunity.
Whimsical’s inaugural
production will be
performed at TB Costain/SC
Johnson Communty Centre.
“It’s a great space,” says
Graham. “We have rented
the gym area and it’s just the
right size for our first
production and the rates are
great.” There will be four
different scene areas: the
palace throne room, the
palace dinning room,
Beauty’s farm and the
Enchanted Forest. Graham
says Whimsical may use the
same venue again for future
shows, but will consider
other community centres,
churches and schools. “If the

city approves a building for
community theatre
purposes, then we will
hopefully perform there,”
says Graham.
Jessica Crowley, a local
primary school teacher, who
plays Beauty in the
production and serves as
Whimsical Players’ Vice
President says, “I always
enjoyed seeing stage
productions and I was always
impressed with various
talents.” She summoned the
courage to audition for plays
and became part of the Left
of Centre Festival in August
2013. “I loved being a
character, memorizing lines,
and being on stage,” says
Crowley. Having been bitten
by the theatre bug she has
played Bianca in The Taming
of the Shrew, Marianne
Dashwood in Sense and
Sensibility, and the Queen of
Hearts in Alice and
Wonderland.
Crowley says, “When I was
cast as Beauty, I was over the
moon. I always enjoyed the
idea of being a princess and I
deeply wanted a role where I
could do just that. I loved
Belle in the Disney version of
Beauty and the Beast, so this
is dream come true. While
this is not the Disney
version, I still feel so excited
and inspired about being this
lovely compassionate,
charming, and graceful
character.”
As a board member, Crowley
has been working on
community outreach and
developing partnerships with
some community
organizations. “Our mission
is to provide quality family
entertainment.” She adds, “In
the future, I would also like
to try my hand at directing
and writing different scripts.”
Crowley says, “I also hope to
work with the other board
members in developing a
show that will travel to
schools to entertain, teach,
and allow children to see the
joy of theatre.”
Keith Chambers who plays
The Beast has been acting
since 1996. He says, “Theatre
helped me break out of my
shell and make me less shy. I
started acting in theatre
camps which included a
staging of Beauty and the
Beast.” This is Chambers’
second time playing The
Beast in a production, the
first being with Brant
Theatre Workshops. “This
time I feel I have matured
more as an actor and as a
person and am excited to be
given another opportunity to
take on such an iconic

Beauty is Jessica Crowley and the Beast is Keith Chambers.
Photo taken at the Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant and Golden
Teapot Tearoom. Photo: Sandra L. Anderson

challenging role.” He brings
20 years of theatre
experience to the role and
has played multiple
animal/beastly characters in
the past. He says, “I feel that
I can relate with the beast
and that there is more
beneath the surface layer
than people are willing to
look for sometimes.”
He has helped with the fight
choreography for this show
along with Garry Graham
and Ralph Tutin. “Having
done fight choreography for
years I have learnt
sometimes it is important to
allow others who are
passionate about it to take
the drivers seat and I have
loved getting to be a part of
the magic both of these
wonderful people have
created.” Safety is of the
utmost importance.
Chambers and Tutin have
professional wrestling
backgrounds.
Chambers says, “I am loving
the time I spend on this
show. The entire cast is
doing a wonderful job. It has
been a great team effort and

everyone is blowing me away
with how hard they are
working.”
Whimsical is starting small
but hopes to work up to
doing two shows a year, in
the Fall and Spring and
intends to carve out a place
for itself in the Brantford
theatre scene.
Meanwhile, look for
Whimsical Players doing
appearances around town as
different characters. Along
with presentations at The
Golden Teapot specialty
teas, Whimsical has
appeared as princesses and
superheroes for different
community events. They can
be hired for parties and
events under their separate
company Whimsical
Adventures.
When it comes to future
shows Graham says
possibilities discussed
include, Cinderella, Sleeping
Beauty, the Nutcracker and
the Velveteen Rabbit. “So
keep an eye out!”
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Being Seen with BScene

A look back on January, through the eyes of our reporters and photographers.

Photos: Patrick McEachern
The Chamber of Commerce Brantford-Brant celebrated its first Business After Hours of the year at the Best Western Plus Brant Park Inn & Conference
Centre. The event was the kick-off of the 150th year, of the Chamber of Commerce, in our #GRAND community.

Photos: Jason Freeze
The gymnasium at the Branlyn Community Center was filled with onlookers and supporters for the 26th Annual Wheelchair Basketball Tournament on
Saturday, January 23rd.
"The best part about this event is the awareness. It teaches people the challenges of everyday life while being in a chair - and having fun while they do it."
- Doug Hunt, Participation House
This year's event has raised over $5,000 to support both organizations.

Follow us on facebook or twitter: BScenePaper

February 2016 17

Being Seen with BScene

A look back on January, through the eyes of our reporters and photographers.

Photos: Dean Ellis
Community members and dignitaries gathered together on January 2nd, 2016 at the Brantford Armoury to celebrate the New Year together. The room
was filled with tunes from some local singers including Joan Minnery. As the festivities began, Joan came back to the stage and the crowd joined in the
singing of “Oh Canada” which was followed by a resounding cry from Town Crier David McKee.
Local dignitaries had encouraging thoughts and remarks for the prosperity of Brantford, Brant, and Six Nations. Included were thanks to the 56th Field
Regiment for hosting the event and to veterans for their service.

Photos: Dean Ellis
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A Look Back

The population of the area
grew slowly but steadily
since the arrival of Joseph
Brant and about 700 of his
followers in 1784. In fact, this
region has never
experienced a surge of new
residents; population inflow
has always been measured
and steady. Initially, white
settlers trickled into the
area.

The settlement that was to
become Brantford was
referred to by many names
in its early years: Mississauga
Hill, Brant’s Fording Place,
Brant’s Ford, Grand River
Swamp, Grand River Ferry.
Because Brantford was sited
on “Indian Lands”, title to the
land a settler occupied was
not possible. This is the
reason the village grew so
slowly in the beginning.
Mount Pleasant, Oakland,
Waterford, Burford, and
Ancaster where thriving
villages in 1820 and centres
of trade and exchange in
their districts. Brantford was
little more than a river
crossing and trading post.
During the 1830s Brantford
was a rowdy, and at times a
lawless frontier village.
Settlers from England,
Ireland, Scotland, America,
and United Empire Loyalist

and native Canadians began
moving to the area as title to
land became available after
1830. Cheap whisky, an
abundance of navvies
working for the Grand River
Navigation Company, rival
gangs and the political
conflict between the
Loyalists and the Reformers
meant that brawls were a
common occurrence. The
village had no police to keep
order. Battles with clubs and
axe handles were not
uncommon especially
around election time.
By 1835 the Mohawk Village,
which served as the catalyst
for settlement and
development in this area,
was vacated. By 1844
settlement was centralised
on the current reserve.
Early medicine
In the earliest days of the
settlement, settlers had few
medical resources. Pioneer
women provided care and
administered herbal
remedies to their families
and acted as practical nurses
and midwives. Anyone with
knowledge of herbs and
medicines was considered a
doctor. Allan Ellis of Mount
Pleasant was one of these
early doctors. The first
doctor by profession in
Brantford was Dr John S
Thomas. He arrived in the
late 1820s. Dr Gilpin settled
in Brantford in 1832. Dr
Alfred Digby began his
practice in 1835.
Newspapers
The first newspaper
published in Brantford was
the Sentinel. It was launched
in 1833 by David Keeler from
Rochester, NY. The Sentinel
represented Conservative
interests. The Sentinel
merged with the Courier in
1839. The Brant County
Herald, sometimes referred
to as the Brantford Herald,
edited by Wellesley Johnson,
was first published in 1840.
The Herald represented
Reform interests. It ceased
publication in 1861. The
Tribune was started by John
Steele in 1841 and folded
shortly thereafter, after
Steele’s untimely death. The
Tribune served the Clear
Grits after a schism
developed in the Reform
ranks. Henry Racey began
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the Conservative Expositor
in 1852 after a dispute with
Courier publisher Henry
Lemmon.
Fire Fighters
The first fire brigade was
organized in 1836. About 50
men formed the volunteer
brigade. Their pumper was a
box on a carriage. Water was
poured into the box from
buckets and then pumped to
create pressure. The water,
under pressure, was sprayed
from a hose. The hose
mechanism resembled a
goose’s neck and the firefighters were nicknamed
The Goose Neck Company.
Worship
When the Village of
Brantford was organised in
1830 the closest place of
worship was the Mohawk
Chapel. The 1830s and 1840s
saw the major faiths
organise and establish
churches. The first church
to be built in the village was
Grace Anglican, in 1832. It
was built at the corner of
Albion and West streets
were the present church is
located. The Inghamite
Church was organised in
1833. A frame building was
erected in 1839 on Mount
Pleasant St, on the grounds
of the present Farringdon
Independent Church. The
name was changed to
Farringdon because it was
built on a section the
Farringdon Farm. The First
Baptist Church was
established in December
1833. The present church
was constructed in 1857. The
First Presbyterian Church
was organised in 1834. A
church was constructed in
1845 at the corner of
Wellington and George
streets. In 1901 it was
relocated and renamed
Alexandra Presbyterian
Church. The British
Wesleyan Methodist Church
was established in 1835 at
the corner of Market and
Darling streets where the TD
Canada Trust building now
stands. St Basil’s Roman
Catholic Church was
established in 1840. In 1842 a
frame church was built at
the corner of Crown and
Palace streets at the location
of the present church.
Brantford in 1845

George Wilkes recalled in his
later years that the village in
1845 was bounded by
Colborne St to the south,
Clarence St to the east,
Marlborough St to the north
and West St to the west. The
main business district was
located on Colborne St near
the bridge crossing the river.
The school was still located
on Market Square.
Brantford’s first
manufacturing company
American Phillip Cady
VanBrocklin started
Brantford’s first
manufacturing company,
Brantford Engine Works, in
1844. His foundry, located on
the present site of the
Federal Building, produced
stoves and plows. In 1848
Charles Horatio Waterous,
another American, joined
what was then called
VanBrocklin, Winter and
Company to help reorganise
the business. The business
under Waterous' direction
moved to producing saw
mills, boilers, steam-engines,
and heavy fire-fighting
equipment. In 1855 Waterous
entered into a partnership
with a foundry in Brantford
and a foundry in Brockport,
NY to purchase the business.
The new firm was named
Ganson, Waterous and
Company. Ignatius
Cockshutt provided some
financing for the factory. In
1864 a new partnership of
Waterous and George Wilkes
took over the business and
renamed it C.H. Waterous
and Company. After
struggling along for most of
the 1850s and early 1860s
C.H. Waterous and Company
started to prosper. The
company was incorporated
as the Waterous Engine
Works Company Limited in
1874. Cockshutt continued
his financial participation in
the company. In 1879
Waterous bought out Wilkes
and Cockshutt. In 1928 the
business was renamed
Waterous Limited. In 1944
Waterous became the first
Canadian manufacturing
company to operate
continuously for 100 years.
In April 1947 the family sold
its shares of the company to
a group of businessmen who
controlled the Modern Tool
Company of Toronto. In 1953
the Koehring Company of

Milwaukee acquired
Waterous renaming it
Koehring-Waterous.
Koehring-Waterous was sold
to Timberjack Equipment of
Woodstock in 1988. The
Finnish company Rauma
Repola acquired Timberjack
in 1991. After 148 years in
business, the oldest
Canadian manufacturing
company was closed down in
1992.
Town Status Granted
Brantford was granted town
status on 28-July-1847 by a
special Act of the legislature.
The population of the
community had reached
3,000. At that time Brantford
was located in Wentworth
County in the District of
Gore.
The election for town
council was held on 6September-1847. The first
meeting of town council
occurred on 9-September1847. The original voters list
consisted of 328 male
inhabitants of the
community. William
Muirhead was elected mayor
by the first town council.
William Muirhead and his
brother came to Brantford in
1828 buying land in West
Brant on the Clench Tract.
Muirhead was the agent for
the Bank of Montreal and the
Canada Life Assurance
Company.
The town was divided into
seven wards: West, North,
South, Kings, Queens, Brant,
and East with one elected
councillor from each ward.
The first Council meeting
was held at Bradley’s Inn at
King and Colborne streets.
Council then rented a former
chapel on the northwest
corner of Market and
Dalhousie streets (now
Laurier’s Johnson Building)
until the Town Hall was
completed in 1850. The Town
Hall was designed by
Brantford architect John
Turner. In 1849 the number
of wards was reduced to five,
Kings, Queen, Brant, East,
and North, and each ward
elected three councillors.
Next time, the railway comes
to town.
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BScene Arts Scene: Arlene Laskey

BScene: How long have you
been an artist?
Arlene: I have been drawing
and making things as long as I
can remember. My
grandmother's pastel artworks
impressed me with their
beauty and the stories each
brought to mind. I admired
her great skill and talent but,
at the age of 8, I realized that
being an artist could be a job
and wonderful fun. My Dad
had to register every calf born
into our Holstein herd by
sending in a diagram of the
unique markings each was
born with. He said to me, “You
enjoy art, so I’m going to give
you a job. Every time we have
a new calf you can map its
spots” This gave me the idea
that being an artist could be
useful. I was very fortunate to
be born into a creative family
and to have their support.
When I would wake up in the
morning, my mother would
ask, “What would you like to
do today?” Whatever I said,
she would then ask, “What will
you need?” She helped guide
my creative process. I both

blame and thank her for giving
me this sense that I was
allowed to do things that were
different. I pursued this idea
and thought that I might be a
professional artist. Later in
life, as a single mother with
four children, needing to
provide for my family by
earning a more regular
income, I began a decades
long and very rewarding
career in arts education. Now
that I’m retired, I am able to
focus on making, exhibiting,
and occasionally selling my
work. I go forward from here
with messy hands and a happy
heart, hoping to be creative as
long as I live.
BScene: Where can we find
your work displayed?
Arlene: My work is regularly
on display at the Crawford
Collective, at 4 King Street in
Downtown Brantford. I am
happily one of the founding
members of the Collective and

am thankful for Lily Crawford
whose energy and ingenuity
have brought this dream into
reality. In February and March,
the other members and I will
have works on display in a
uniquely collaborative exhibit
hosted at the Norfolk Arts
Centre. My work is displayed
in a number of Brantford
homes and in private
collections across Canada, in
the Laurier University
collection, and of course, in
my own studio. I’m a member
of The Brant Studio Tour and
those who are interested in my
work can contact me and
arrange a visit. Glenhyrst Art
Gallery plans an exhibit of my
work later this year, and more
often than not, if there is a
showing at the various
locations throughout the city,
you can find me there;
showing with or supporting
some of the many other
talented artists in our
community.
BScene: Where do you find
inspiration?
Arlene: As a creative person, I
guess I have my eyes open. I'm
very sensitive to the issues
that emerge around me. I have
a strong connection to the
land and I don’t know if it’s
nostalgia or intuition, but I feel
very drawn to the Earth. A lot
of what I do is about the land
we live and depend on, and the
people who nurture and care
for it. I’m also fascinated by
human beings and their life
experiences. I think that what
really inspires me, is the
mystery in life. Something that
sort of hints at more than
what's on the surface. I’m
interested in the real
substance of things. There’s
magic in this world, if I can
feel it, try to dialogue with it,
and express something of its
nature, I’ll be happy.

ways. Some people
might think that
working my way
towards a
doctorate in Arts
Culture and
Education was a
big
accomplishment. I
guess it was. I
certainly pursued
the study of arts
education. I’m
thrilled that I’ve
had the pleasure to
work with such
respected artists
as, Tom Dean,
Harold Klunder,
Casey McGlynn,
and Kai Chan. I love
working with such
talented people. In
terms of art
making, I'm
proudest of a project called
“The Map is Not the Territory”
Approximately 36 women,
aged 16 to 89, were involved,
and I created portraits of them
- not ordinary portraits which
present how they looked.
These also had words and
images suggesting aspects of
their individual challenges and
accomplishments - aspects of
their life stories. Under each
portrait I hung a display box
containing items that
resonated with personal
experiences in their lives.
Offering a tribute to these fine
women is one of my greatest
accomplishments in terms of
art making - A tribute to these
fine women.
BScene: What is your next big
project?
Arlene: I have two big projects
on the go. The first, is the
work I’ll do for the Norfolk Art
Centre. I’ve chosen a piece

from their permanent
collection as inspiration. It is a
three dimensional, figurative
work, that represents an
elderly farmer named Fraser.
My work will be a sort of
conversation with Fraser . It’s
going to be shaped by my own
memories, the land, my dad.
and what has become of the
farming world Fraser knew.
The second big project is the
exhibit at Glenhyrst. I’m going
to have to paint a number of
works. I’ve purchased the
canvases and I’m going to be
very busy this spring .
Hopefully, I can find new ways
to tell the stories that come
out of my imagination,
feelings, and memories about
the world around me. I hope
to say something meaningful
about my life experience and
knowledge from the point
where I am now, in
comparison to where I’ve
been.

BScene: What is your biggest
accomplishment in the art
world so far?
Arlene: For me, one of the
biggest accomplishments I’ve
had, is making art a central
part of my life. Those closest
to me say my greatest
accomplishment has been
recognizing and promoting
creativity in others; offering
affirmation and helping launch
their lives as artists. Of course,
different people would
determine what is a big
accomplishment in different
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Have you ever really looked
around you in your daily life?
I don’t mean looking at the
people near you, or watching
your step as you go up or
down a flight of stairs, or
even watching the ground
that you’re travelling over. I’m
talking about the
‘environment’ that surrounds

It’s not always obvious from
ground level, but sometimes you
can see interesting juxtapositions
of styles that just aren’t there at
your level. This photo shows the
difference and similarity between
the old Arcade building and the
new re-worked Expositor building
on Queen St.

you. I’m continually amused
by the human population that
I see every day in my travels
that have absolutely no real
idea of their surroundings, I
don’t mean that they’re
totally clueless of what’s
going on but still….. I’ve seen
them walking along with the
phone in front of their face
doing whatever they think
needs to be done to the
exclusion of everything else,
until they step over a
shadow, or step off of a curb
that they didn’t see coming,
and then you see the look of
surprise on their face and
sometimes the indignation
shows because of this
intrusion interrupting them
in what they’re doing in the
most undignified way.

I think a lot of people would
be surprised with what
surrounds them in their lives
without ever intruding in it.
What would happen if they
looked up every once in a
while, what might be seen
that they have never seen
before, but in reality has
always been there and
probably, for all intents and
purposes, always will be.
What would happen if
everyone looked up every
once in a while, away from
the phone, away from the
ground underneath their
feet, do you think there
might be a surprise or two in
store for some. I wonder if
people actually notice the
unbelievable architecture
that exists in our downtown
core, not just the new

Just walking down a street you
come across views that give you
past and present together in a
way that doesn’t always clash,
sometimes you can see a
history that’s never seen. This
image is from a walkabout on
Charlotte St.

Sometimes looking up just
means that you get to see
something neat, or something
that can trigger your
imagination and send your mind
elsewhere. Is this just the train
station on Wadsworth, or could
it be the roof of a fantasy castle
with battlements?
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construction, sure it’s nice,
and did you know that the
architectural style of our
“modern” city hall is referred
to as ‘Brutalism’ now and we
have one of the finest
examples of it in the
province. Some people might
even like the “mid-century
modern” that can be found
here and there.
What about the really old
stuff (by North American
standards) that’s mixed in
amongst all of the other
styles. A fair percentage of
the downtown core is closing
in on one hundred years old
and some buildings go well
beyond that, approaching
one hundred and fifty years
and maybe even beyond.
We’re losing these old jewels

more and more and
eventually they will all be
gone, maybe even in your
lifetime.
So I’m not asking anyone to
save this place or that place,
I’m not trying to stop the
‘new’ from happening, all I’m
trying to do is get someone
other than myself to take a
look around sometime. Look
up at what you’re passing
under, or walking by. Just be
a little more observant to
your surroundings before
they disappear, you might
see something that you like
and because you like it you
might remember it and
sometimes memory is all
we’ve got of things gone by.

Right on Dalhousie there is a
building with these three lovelies
adorning the upper façade.
I’m constantly amazed by people
when they see this image they
immediately ask “where is this?”
“I didn’t know that was there”. An
elderly longtime resident of this
city was absolutely shocked by
this and was even more surprised
that it was something that they
had never seen it before. Well it’s
I speak of styles and oddities and juxtapositions and
there and has been for a very long
such but it’s really nothing new, this is a picture of a
time and hopefully it will be there
section of Colborne St. between King and Queen
Streets. This is a prime example of what happens with for a long time yet. And I must also
comment on our street lights here
time and development in a downtown core. It looks
as well, I like them, and think that
like a real mash-up of what’s been popular for
they fit quite well in our core area.
architecture through the last two centuries and it is,
some call it an eyesore and others like to equate it to
art, but all I can say is that I like it. As the city
develops and grows I can’t expect this to remain as it
is, times and needs change and so this will probably
all disappear eventually. But I’ve seen it and I will
remember it as something that I found interesting
because I happened to look up.
This is a little gem that I don’t
think will be with us much
longer because of
redevelopment of the building
it’s on, but I just like it a lot. It’s
just a little oddity on Queen St.
that I’ll miss when it’s gone.
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BScene Music Scene: First Class Frequency

Brandon Dillabough, a 22year-old guitar playing
musician from Brantford, is
venturing beyond the typical
music scene to try his hands
at something a little
different. Along with Cody
McBeth and Shawn McNeil,
the group encompasses their
unique stage style and
presence to appease the
appetite for sound and show,
and this is how it started.
Music has been a part of
Brandon Dillabough’s life
since a young age; getting
the family together to sing
and play music around the
fire was a regular
occurrence. Brandon's father
was his main influence and
he remembers specifically
his dad “singing his lungs out
and stomping his feet about
while putting us all to bed .”
Shortly after learning a few
chords at the age of 13, he
was thrown into music
lessons by his father and
earned his first electric
guitar, purchased at L.A.
Music.
After a few years of meeting
fellow musicians through
school and playing at coffee
houses, Brandon could be
found singing in the halls
with friends he would
regularly jam with, often
playing in the unique style of
John Butler, and musical
influences like Bob Dylan. It
opened him up for a job
opportunity at L.A. Music
and in turn, a wider music
scene. Shortly after, a call
came with an offer to play in
the band My Brother the
Lion; a local Brantford band
that plays a diverse set of
energetic covers ranging
from classic rock, country,
blues and club sounds.

Hitting the stage at venues
such as The Paris Fair, Buck’s
Tavern on Colborne St.,
Applefest in St. George, and
other popular, smaller
venues, gave Brandon the
stage experience that would
lead him to a new venture.
Through his time playing
with My Brother the Lion,
Dillabough accumulated
sound and lighting
equipment, as well as many
new connections, but
Brandon, saw more with his
music; and a new project is
literally at his fingertips.
Enter Shawn McNeil, 19, and
Cody McBeth, 21. Shawn, a
local self-proclaimed finger
drummer and producer,
brings his DJ music and
mixing skills to the table,
with interesting musical
influences ranging from
gospel to rock; for this guy
it's about thinking outside
the circle of conventional
and typical beats. Cody's
visions for stage and sound

bring a whole other
dimension to tie the package
together, stemming from his
days of setting up a few amps
and gathering friends in
Harmony Square in
downtown Brantford, the
idea of performance-based
beat boxing was in the back
of his mind and after the trio
was invited to DJ at an event
in Burford together, the
concept of First Class
Frequency was born.

of glitter and glam. To make
things interesting, Brandon
will often come to the
forefront of the stage to
incorporate an acoustic
sound along with intense
mixing of beats. These guys
just aren't scratching records
and flashing a few lights
about, the entertainment

side is a production in itself,
one that would suit any
stage from private parties to
clubs.
First Class Frequency can be
found on Facebook, check
them out for upcoming
events and shows!

This creative trio are
collaborating to build their
sound and business from the
ground up and are fresh on
the market. They are taking
unique approaches to the
entertainment business
concept, “Getting people up
and on the dance floor and
having a good time is the
goal here” says McBeth.
“Having the lighting working
with the sound to create a
‘Show’ atmosphere more
than just an auditory
experience,” the perfect mix
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