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Jason celebrating his 30th birthday during Ribfest!

BSCENE SUPPORTS LOCAL THROUGH THE ENTIRE CHAIN
From beginning to end, the BSCENE paper stays local and supports local
endeavours. Our publication starts out by being printed locally at Ricter
Web Printing. From there, we distribute locally to many businesses
and organizations within our grand community. Then, at the end of the
month, we’ll collect any left over papers for recycling. These papers
are recycled through a special fundraising program with SydenhamHeritage United Church and Hartmann’s Canada. Hartmann’s is a local
egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale and turns the papers into
egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store. The money raised
through this fundraising program gets sent back to Sydenham-Heritage
United Church to be used in their Green programs for sustainable
upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting local whenever we can
and is honoured to be able to stay local from start to finish.

Change is Diﬃcult. Our WHOLE TEAM Works Together with You.
If you are unhappy with your present providers, we are ready for you!
Respect Starts Here.

No referrals necessary. Just walk right in.
Methadone Maintenance Treatment
Now FOUR Physicians in attendance

423 Colborne St. East, Brantford - across from Maria’s Pizza

519.756.1741
www.grandriverpharmacybantford.ca
Mon. - Fri. 7am-6pm Sat. 8am-3pm Sun. 9am-1pm

  BSCENEPaper

SEPTEMBER 2017

10TH BRANTFORD INTERNATIONAL JAZZ
FESTIVAL MARKS SEVERAL MILESTONES
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The Count Basie Orchestra is now
under the leadership of internationally
acclaimed jazz trumpeter, composer,
arranger and educator Scotty Barnhart.
The DiFelice’s chose Brianna Thomas as
the guest vocalist to perform the songs
of Ella Fitzgerald, considered one of the
best jazz and scat singers of all time.

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

 @YWiele

Fitzgerald who had performed with
various orchestra’s including Count Basie,
was also known to be Frank Sinatra’s
favourite singer.

 roundtablepr.com

But her life and career weren’t without
their difficulties.

It’s a year of landmarks for Frank and Nancy DiFelice.
Not only does 2017 mark the 10th anniversary of the Brantford
International Jazz Festival, it’s also the 20th anniversary for
their Brantford Downtown Jazz Concert Series and the 150th
birthdays of both Canada and Ontario.
It also happens to be the 100th birthday of late renowned jazz
singer, Ella Fitzgerald, whose music will be showcased along
with the Count Basie Orchestra, during the Saturday September
16th headline show at this year’s festival. “It just kind of all fell
into the same place through coincidence,” says Nancy.
Over the past decade, the festival, has featured headliners
including; Holly Cole, Frank Sinatra Jr., David Clayton- Thomas,
Gino Vannelli and the Manhattan Transfer.

During the height of the jazz era, racism
was the norm and many clubs wouldn’t
hire black singers.
Nancy related a story about movie siren
Marilyn Munroe, who told a popular
Las Vegas club if they hired Fitzgerald,
she would sit at the front of the stage
each night for a week while Fitzgerald
performed.
“That’s something a lot of people don’t
know about Marilyn Munroe, is that she
was a champion of some of the artists of
the time that weren’t getting their due,”
said Nancy.
Meantime, the Sanderson Centre
audience will hear an “Ella-esque skill
and enthusiasm for scatting,” as Brianna
Thomas is accompanied by the Count
Basie Orchestra.

Frank says they “thought it would be very appropriate to do
something a la big band,” for the 10th anniversary so they

The Saturday night Sanderson Centre
performance is the only ticketed event
during the festival.

Submitted photo

The rest is free and outdoors beginning
at 7 p.m., Friday, September 15th on
the Bell Stage in Brantford’s downtown
Harmony Square.

Nancy DiFelice & Frank DiFelice co-founders of the Brantford
International Jazz Festival, celebrating it’s tenth year in 2017.

booked the legendary Count Basie Orchestra, which has roots
dating back to the beginnings of jazz.
“There are a couple of musicians that were with the original
orchestra,” said Frank.
Count Basie band members will travel from various parts of the
U.S. to Brantford to perform at the Sanderson Centre for the
Performing Arts.
Some may have been lucky enough to hear Count Basie
perform live, but most heard the orchestra’s jazz/ swing sound
on radio or television.
Nancy points out, there was even a Count Basie score in the Mel
Brooks comedy film, Blazing Saddles.
“When the new Sherriff was riding into town, they have this big
band, that’s the Count Basie Orchestra,” she laughed.

It all kicks off with the smooth jazz
sounds of Michael Massaro, followed by
LMT described as a soul/reggae/funk jazz
group.
The line-up for Saturday September 16th starts at 12:45 p.m.
with the Jimmy Stahl Big Band.
Opening ceremonies take place at 3 p.m. followed by Canadian
legend and Juno award winner, Tommy Ambrose.
Many will remember Ambrose from his days on the CBC
television and through some of the commercial jingles he’s
penned including, “Blue smiles along with you” and “Get crackinEggs.”
The 77- year old Ambrose continues to be a strong performer.
“He’s still, got his chops,” says Nancy.
Apart from the Bell Stage in Harmony Square, the downtown will
be alive with the Youth Stage and a Dixieland Stage on Saturday.
The Dixieland sounds also continue through Sunday, while local
stage will feature a line-up of performances on both days.
Then on Sunday September 17th starting at 1p.m. for the first
time during the history of the festival, Nancy will sing while Frank
plays drums in the Frank and Nancy Difelice band.

past 10 years, but never together on the same stage.
That’s followed by popular jazz vocalist and multiple Juno
nominee, Carol Welsman.
Sunday will also feature the “Canadiana” stage including,
bilingual singer Danielle Bassell and for something completely
different, there will be a musical and spoken word tribute to Jay
Silverheels.
Native singer Cheri Maracle will provide the musical vocals while
local historian Zig Misiak provides narration about the famous
Six Nations athlete and actor, best known for his role as “Tonto”
on the Lone Ranger series.
For more information about the 10th annual Brantford
International Jazz Festival check out, brantfordjazzfestival.com.
For more information check out:

 @brantfordinternationaljazzfestival
 brantfordjazzfestival.com

Both have performed at the festival in some capacity over the

403 Fairview Dr.
519-752-3151
www.strodes.ca
Your LOCAL Butcher Shop



Specializing in All your BBQ needs!

BSCENE.ca
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elebrating its 8th year in 2017, Culture Days
launches on Friday, September 29th!

Over 7,500 free activities are expected to take
place in some 900 communities across Canada to
celebrate the 8th annual Culture Days weekend on
September 29 and 30, and October 1, 2017. Each
year, in Brantford and area, there are upwards of 40
free, interactive events for all ages. Culture Days will
be celebrated in hundreds of cities and towns from
coast to coast, with thousands of free activities from a
wide range of disciplines including: visual arts, music,
dance, theatre, architecture, heritage, film and video,
literature, culinary arts and new media.
Arts, culture and heritage is an integral part of what
makes Brantford and area so vibrant. Every year, our
community organizations’ staff and volunteers proudly
participate in Culture Days by hosting their own
activities and inviting the public to learn more about
what they do. Anyone can participate by hosting a

BRANTFORD

BRANTFORD LOVES CULTURE DAYS!

CULTU

free, interactive activity - from the individual creator, or
a for-profit business, to an organization and club. This
annual event is an opportunity to publicly showcase
the enormous talent and creativity that exists right
here in Brantford and area.

7,500+
FREE Activ
7,500+ FREE Activities
ANYONE
CAN
HOST
A
900 FREE
Cities
& Towns
7,500+
Activities
900
Cities
& Town
One Weekend!
900 Cities
& Towns
CULTURE
DAYS
ACTIVITY
One
Weekend!
One Weekend!

Culture Days exists to create communities where
culture connects us all to see and do more. The City
of Brantford’s Economic Development and Tourism
Department encourages everyone to express their
love of culture by participating in some of the fantastic
free activities offered.
To find out what activities are happening in Brantford
and area, visit www.culturedays.ca and plan your
Culture Days weekend. Get out and discover local
offerings, roll up your sleeves and get creative!

National Partner

 SunnysideProductionsPresents

Provincial and Territorial Partners

T

Provincial
his multi-media show takes you back
to and Territorial Partners
the true years of Rock ‘n Roll. In order to tell
the story, we go further back, to Ricky Nelson’s
creative roots, and entertain you with his hit
songs; I’m Walkin’, Mary Lou, Travellin’ Man,
Stood Up, Garden Party and many more…

REMEMBERING
THE LEGEND!
Sponsored by

National Broadcast
Partner

National Media
Partner

National Outdoor Media
Partner

National Communications
Partner

National Creative
Partner

National Digital
Partner

Federal Government
Support

Provincial and Territorial Partners

CultureDays.ca #culturedays
Tourism and culture

Participate
Share
days CultureDa
CultureDays.ca #culture

National Broadcast
Partner

National Media
Partner

National Outdoor Media
Partner

National Communications
Partner

National Outdoor Media
Partner

National Communications
Partner

National Creative
Partner

National Digital
Partner

CultureDays.ca #culturedays

Provincial and Territorial Partners

National Partner

RICKY NELSON:

National Partner

To find out how you can participate by hosting an
activity, visit www.culturedays.ca or contact Sara
Munroe, Arts and Culture Coordinator for the City
of Brantford, by calling 519-751-9900 or emailing
Create
smunroe@brantford.ca.
National Partner

presents

7,500+
FREE
Activities
For
more
information:
900
Cities & Towns
Call 519-751-9900
x5048
One
Weekend!
Email culture@brantford.ca
CultureDays.ca #culturedays
Visit www.culturedays.ca

The handsome teenager with the deep blue
eyes, and quiet, shy persona. set the teen world
on fire with his rockabilly music. Dubbed the
original teen idol, he was a household name
right beside Elvis Presley. His debut, I’m Walkin’,
sold one million copies in a week!
By 21, Ricky Nelson already had 9 gold records,
and his single Travellin’ Man sold over 2 million
copies and went to #1.
We are looking forward to bringing this
entertaining and exciting show to Brantford!
We are also thrilled to announce a Guest
Appearance by The Big Bopper, “Hello Baaaaby”!
Enjoy the story and music of a Rock ‘n Roll Idol!
You’re sure to love the memories and hit songs
of this true American Rock ‘n Roll Legend! Join
us, as we “Rekindle an Old Flame!”
Visit sandersoncentre.ca to purchase tickets
online, or visit the Sanderson Centre box office
to purchase tickets in person.

National Broadcast
Partner

National Media
Partner

National Broadcast
Partner

National Media
Partner

Tourism and culture

National Creative
Partner

National Outdoor Media
Partner

Tourism and culture

Tourism and culture

National Digital
Partner

F
S

National Communication
Partner
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FOOD SCENE
NANCY DOW

@deliciouslybtfd
 deliciouslybrantford
 deliciouslybrantford

In 1937, butcher Howard Strode opened up shop to serve his community with quality meats
and exceptional customer service. While it has changed hands before Brian took over 14
years ago, the precept has stayed the same. He had requested the name stay the same as
an homage to the family oriented, community minded, and outstanding customer service
atmosphere that Howard had when he originally opened. After searching and moving within
Brantford several times, they have now created a home on Fairview Drive.
The loyal to local mentality is obvious. From the things you can see like posters and
newspapers when you walk in the door, to the things you can’t see like where the meats and
products come from, Strodes makes sure to keep things local.
Always giving back to the
community, the Strodes
logo can be seen at
many fundraising events
around the community,
like The Lansdowne
Children’s Ride, Desiree’s
Ride and Community
Living Brant, just to name
a few.
As Brian states “You
have to give back to the
community. They are the ones who will get you where you are.” A sentiment that is true in all
areas of supporting local.

You can also find this hardworking
team cooking up a storm at catering
jobs of all kinds. From a few people to
hundreds, they serve up an amazing
feast. Office meetings, weddings,
anniversaries, corporate lunches and
anything in between. Classic starter
salads like garden, caesar and pasta

THE CEDAR HOUSE
GRILL AND MARTINI BAR

Your LOCAL Butcher Shop since 1937
Specializing in ALL your BBQ needs!

403 Fairview Dr. Brantford
519-752-3151
www.strodes.ca

and hot veggies can lead into the main staples like roast beef, pulled pork, turkey or chicken.
If you see the catering truck and barbecues outside, you know you are in for a great meal and
you will be leaving full.
If you aren’t catering a party anytime soon, then stop in for lunch! A delicious selection of hot
or cold lunches are available daily, Monday – Friday 11-5, and on Saturdays 11-3. There is
plenty to choose from
with a varying array of
combinations. A large
portion main, which
could be a meal in itself,
can be accompanied
by any number of
available salads or their
well known soups. You
can easily create a fast,
home-cooked meal for
around $10. With pulled
pork, sausage on a bun,
ham, turkey, roast beef
or schnitzel to choose from, there is an option for everyone.
The creative combinations come from the hard working team. Brian allows his staff to be
as creative as they can with the daily selections. Jerri, who heads up the lunchtime menu,
has been a staple in the Strodes crew for 14 ½ years. Her creativity and imagination in the
kitchen shines through in the unique dishes. The Dill Pickle Soup and Philly Cheesesteak
Soup are in the rotating line up along with the Brisket
with Blueberry Balsamic sauce.
These specialty dishes won’t be found anywhere
else due to the lack of recipe. Creative and delicious
meals come naturally to her by “simply” adding a bit
of this, and a bit of that until the perfect combination
is made.
Strodes is truly a unique place. The atmosphere,
the staff, the quality and the loyalty to local sets the
standards high for competitors. If it’s meats to cook
yourself, have something cooked for you, purchasing
or renting a BBQ, catering or just chatting about
recipes, Strodes will be there to help you out.

Photo: Nancy Dow

Within the shop you will find a large array of products. From the butcher counter to the new
“Pit”, all areas touch on local. When you can drive to the farm and you’re friends with the
farmer, you know and trust your meats are top quality. The wide selection of sauces and rubs
in “The Pit” (the newest addition to the shop, a full BBQ section) can all be seen with labels
proudly showing off where they are made. The Big Sid label is made right in-house using
blends created by Strodes. Some
come from as close as Simcoe and
Niagara and others from as far as B.C.
All are blended from people exactly
like the Strodes crew. Dedicated
to creating products with local
ingredients by local people serving
the best to their community.

Photos: Nancy Dow

Y

ou don’t even have to step inside Strodes to smell what is cooking. Right outside the
doors the smokers and barbecues are lined up and loaded early every morning.

 strodes.ca
 Strodes-BBQ-Deli
12 Broadway St. West, Paris
519-442-5555
www.thecedarhouse.ca
thecedarhouse
cedarhouse1

799 Colborne St. E. Brantford
519.756.5484 or 519.756.7950
thesherwood.ca

Open Daily 7am - 9pm
364 days/year

Join Us for a BUFFET
EVERY Weekend
 Roast Beef
 Perch
 Haddock
4:00-8:00pm
Adults $19.95
Seniors $17.95
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GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!
HUMAN RESOURCES

HOME

COMPANIES MUST IMPLEMENT
AND CONSISTENTLY ENFORCE
WORKPLACE POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES

THE 4-1-1 ON CONCRETE
SEALERS: PART II

P

olicies and procedures are like the
foundation of a building, providing strength
and stability for your organization. Employees
must be treated fairly, and having written
policies in the workplace helps to eliminate
unfair treatment practices.
Effective policies dealing with Attendance
Management, Progressive Discipline,
Dishonesty and Theft, Social Media, Work
Performance Standards and On-the-Job
Behaviour can save thousands of dollars
in unjust or wrongful dismissal costs. The
Policies should clearly outline to the workers
what will happen if they fail to abide by the
workplace policies.
The three biggest mistakes employers make
with new policies:
1 – They fail to provide the employees with
the policies. Employers who terminate based
on a policy infraction must ensure that the
employee was provided with a copy of that
policy. If you do not provide them with the
policy manual, the employee may not actually
be aware that the policy exists and you will
not be able to enforce the discipline or the
employee could sue for wrongful dismissal
damages.
2 – They fail to have the employee sign off.
If they do not sign the acknowledgement
that they have read and received the manual,
the employee can claim they are unaware of
the policy and again you will not be able to
enforce the discipline or termination and/or
the employee could sue for wrongful dismissal
damages.

KATHRYN KISSINGER
3 – They fail to enforce the policies. If an
employee breaks a rule (breaches the policy)
you must discipline them according to the
provisions in the policies.
Regular enforcement of all policies, and of
course documentation of this enforcement,
will ensure that should you have an employee
who consistently ignores these rules, there will
be records to justify your actions when their
employment is terminated.
Keeping accurate records ensures that you
will deal with the infractions in a consistent
manner. Should the employee’s behaviour
result in termination of employment, you
will have a solid record of the reasons for
termination when the employee challenges
your decision.
Courts in Canada have routinely upheld the
termination rights of employees in cases
where the employer’s enforcement of the
policies is either non-existent or inconsistent.
Got Questions? Contact me for help with all of
your Human Resources needs.

Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254
kissingerhrservices.com

C

oncrete, in general, does not have to be
sealed to perform well, but the additional
benefits of applying a high-quality sealer to
your concrete will be worth the extra pennies
per square foot the sealer will cost. In general,
picking a sealer to use on concrete is a
balance of aesthetics and performance, along
with what you are willing to pay to get that
performance. Keep in mind that choosing the
right sealer and applying it properly will extend
the life of your concrete and keep it looking
great for years to come.
Factors to Consider When Choosing a
Concrete Sealer
To simplify the selection process, I have
broken down the most important factors
to consider into three categories: Safety,
Appearance and Performance.

The key consideration when sealing concrete
is safety. You want the surface to be slipresistant once the sealer is dry. Most concrete
sealers designed for use on driveways or
around pools will be slip-resistant when the
surface is dry, however, this doesn’t account
for how slippery the sealed surface is when
wet. Slipperiness is determined by the amount
of texture in the concrete, combined with the
thickness of the sealer. Typically, the more
sealer resin that’s on the surface and the
shinier the surface is, the greater the potential

A
ROB SIMMONS
auto attendant. Your auto attendant can also have
an option for emergencies to forward calls to you
(or an on-call person) after hours if necessary
for your business. The nice thing about Cozzmic
Communications is that we will do the work for you
so you can stay focused on growing the business.
If you already started with your personal cell
phone, it is easy to move that to a Cozzmic and get
the benefits of the SOHO plan. We’ve had a few
customers go through that process over the years
and walk you through it as well.

To avoid confusion, I really suggest separating
your business phone number from your personal
phone numbers. Even if you don’t want a separate
physical phone.

As the company grows, you can easily add a
physical phone, add extensions, and even add an

The Colour Shoppe Inc.
41 Morton Ave. East
519.753.3406
colourshoppeinc.com

LET’S GIVE THANKS FOR
CHOCOLATE!

S

A small business/SOHO plan can be setup as
a virtual office providing you with a separate
voicemail to email for your business, forward calls
to your personal phone, and automatically send
calls to your voicemail after hours. The ability to
“shut off” after hours can be a life saver!

*Next issue will discuss “Appearance” when
choosing a concrete sealer.

CHOCOLATE

BUSINESS & PERSONAL
PHONE NUMBERS

As your business grows, you may start getting
calls at all hours, even in the middle of the night.
At some point, you may have employees or
family working with you who may be more readily
available to take calls than you are, but your phone
is the main business number. So you either keep
your phone with you and deal with it, or give your
phone to someone else to answer, but now your
personal calls are going to someone else. And I
didn’t even get into your voicemail message, but if
you have to pick, use a business message.

for a slippery surface. For example, a smooth
concrete surface with a thick “wet-look” filmforming sealer will be very slippery when wet,
while a stamped or heavily broom-finished
concrete surface with that same wet-look
sealer will not be as slippery. If you use a
lower-gloss or thinner sealer, the surface will
be even less slippery. Another option is to add
a grit or anti-skid additive directly to a filmforming sealer while it is being applied.

Safety

COMMUNICATIONS

tarting a new business can be expensive so
it is pretty common to start off using your
personal cell phone as your business phone. After
all, the entire business is probably just you anyway,
so may as well have all your business calls go to
the phone in your pocket all of the time.

CHRIS SCHMIDT

Cozzmic Communications
519.756.0741
www.COZZMIC.com
facebook.com/cozzmicphone

fter all it was a gift from the gods. The earliest
consumption of the cacao bean dates back to
1100 B.C. Chocolate is derived from the word Xocolatl
which means “bitter water” in Aztec. Originally, the
sweet pulp of the cacao pod was fermented into an
alcoholic beverage. It wasn’t until the Spanish brought
the beans to Europe, where they ground it and added
sugar, that the taste became more appealing. This
delicacy became popular among the Spanish Nobility
and the officials of the Roman Catholic Church.
What is the secret behind why we love Chocolate so
much? It may be as simple as it tastes good. However,
there are scientific studies on the physical effects
that you can feel while eating certain chocolates.
Chocolate contains small amounts of tryptophan, an
amino acid used by the brain to produce serotonin
which brings on feelings of happiness. It is a mood
enhancer. It stimulates brainwaves and pushes stress
levels down. You may reach for that chocolate treat
if your day is not going so well. It may also put you
in a good mood or an even better mood as a form
of celebration. It contains phenylethylalanine which
brings on feelings of attraction and excitement.
Many of us have wonderful memories attached
to chocolate. Perhaps a favourite aunt or your
grandparents brought it as a gift, some champagne
truffles on a romantic date or maybe just a delicious
memory from Christmas Stockings or Easter Egg
Hunts.
As well, chocolate raises antioxidant levels in the
blood and is high in flavonoids which have antiinflammatory properties. In order to get the full
benefits stick to darker chocolates and choose good

ANNETTE SAVOIE
quality chocolates over the everyday chocolate
flavoured confectionery bars. Cheaper chocolates
are made with hydrogenated vegetable oils instead
of cocoa butter. This can leave a waxy feel in your
mouth. Professional Chocolatiers prefer to use quality
chocolate containing at least 32% cocoa butter
known as “couverture chocolate”. With higher cocoa
butter content and ground finer during production
your mouth is left longing for more of that silky
creamy texture.
Chocolate is one of life’s greatest comfort foods. So
whatever your reason to eat chocolate, chocolate is
there for you. Thank You Chocolate!!

320 Colborne St. West
Brantford
519.751.1119
facebook.com/
lechocolatdusavoie

BScene is proud to offer advice from local experts for issues important to you. The advice provided is that of the participant and is not endorsed, nor does it necessarily reflect the opinion of BScene.
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DENTAL HYGIENE
MYRDH DENTAL HYGIENE
SPA OFFERS DENTAL
HYGIENE SERVICES WITH
A SPA TOUCH
hat is an Independent Dental
Hygienist?

An experienced Registered Dental
Hygienist who practices independent of
a dentist/dental office. Brittany RDH has
been in the dental field for over 12 years.
Why seek out an Independent Dental
Hygienist?
They are experienced preventive oral
health care professionals who wish to
offer their services in unique settings.
Registered Dental Hygienists are now
recognized as Oral Health Professionals.
They focus on disease prevention and
oral health promotion, which does not
need to be achieved in the traditional
dental setting.
Does my insurance cover the cost?
Dental hygiene services are accepted by
most insurance companies. MYRDH will
direct bill to your insurance company and
payment for non-covered services are
due at your appointment.

BRITTANY GAMBACORT
What services are offered at MYRDH?
Full assessments, dental cleanings, inoffice teeth whitening with ZOOM! or Spa
Dent Naturals, sealants, custom sports
guards, desensitizing treatments, fluoride
treatments
Complimentary Spa Services include
warm/cool eye mask, warm neck wrap,
aromatherapy, paraffin hand wax
treatment, warm face towel, calming spa
music and Beverage Bar with hot/cold
drinks, snacks.
What are the costs?
Dental Cleanings & Full Assessments
Adults $109
Seniors $99
Children from $49
First visit under 3 is free

Who do I see for a Dentist?
If you have a Dentist you will continue to
see that person for exams and x-rays. If
you do not have a dentist, we can refer
you to one.

MAAAF ANNUAL HALLOWEEN
DINNER, DANCE & SILENT AUCTION
 @dd_unitedma
 D&D United Martial Arts
 ddunited.com

C

Do I need to see a Dentist?
For many people, preventing oral health
care problems is their main focus. At
your appointment, an assessment of
the teeth, gums, and all the tissues in
the mouth will be done. If concerns
are observed, they will be discussed.
Depending on the concern, you will
be referred to either a general dentist,
or specialist ie. Orthodontist. It is
recommended that you regularly see a
dentist for exams and x-rays.

Submitted photos

W

ompetitors from D & D United Martial Arts will be participating in the
International Congress of Martial Arts World Championships (ICOMA) taking
place in Mexico during the first week of January, 2018.

222 Fairview Dr, Unit 201
Brantford, ON N3R 2W9
519-304-6734
facebook.com/myrdh
myrdh.ca
info@myrdh.ca
instagram.com/myrdh_brantford
twitter.com/myrdhspa

In preparation for the event, the Martial Arts Amateur Athletes Fund (MAAAF) will
be hosting the annual Halloween Dinner, Dance and Silent Auction on October
14th at the Dunsdon Legion in Brantford. Tickets are $25.00 per person and all
proceeds from the event will go toward supporting Team Canada competitors in
the upcoming competition.
Each year the ICOMA championships are held in a different county during the first
week of January. This tournament brings together accomplished martial artists
from various styles to compete and represent their respective countries. Brant
Country athletes who have achieved placement display their athletic abilities at
various tournaments to qualify for the competition.
Team members must attend a minimum of three scheduled classes per week
at their training facility, attend all bi-weekly practices starting in September and
ending in late December, as well as, participate in several qualifying tournaments
throughout the year.
All competitors compete in a minimum of three and a maximum of six events.
Each division is divided by age-group and belt level. The Brantford Athletes who
are competing this year include Bryon Davis, Linda Geikie Davis, Kelsey Cooper,
Sabrina Beecraft, Amber Beauregard, Cole VonLukaweicki, Curtis Creery, Colton
Green, Greg Green, Hunter Green, and Adrik Whittam.
MAAAF and members of Team Canada are reaching out to the community for
sponsorship and support. Past donated auction items have included jewelry,
furniture, artifacts, electronics, gaming systems, works of art, gift baskets, and gift
certificates for services.
If you would like to support our amateur athletes by donating an item or attending
the event, please contact Bryon Davis c/o D&D United Martial Arts at 519-7545425 or by email at dd.united@hotmail.com.

THE MARTIAL ARTS AMATEUR ATHLETES FUND

HALLOWEEN DINNER DANCE SILENT AUCTION
Saturday, October 14 at 6:30PM • Costumes are Optional but Preferred
LOCATION: Dunsdon Legion (9 Tollgate Rd., Brantford, ON)
COST: $25 per person (Cash Bar)
TO PURCHASE TICKETS: Call 519-754-5425

ITINERARY

• Dinner: 7:00 - 9:00PM
• Dance: 9:00PM
• Auction: 6:30 - Midnight

ALL PROCEEDS ARE TO ASSIST LOCAL AMATEUR ATHLETES IN ATTENDING THE ICOMA WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

BSCENE.ca
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BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF GRAND ERIE:

A FEW QUESTIONS FOR A ‘BIG SISTER’

RENEE VANDERHARST
Submitted photo

 @bbbsge
 bbbsge
 bigdifference.ca

E

very month I have the pleasure of submitting an article to BScene – it typically
focuses on one of our Big Brothers Big Sisters of Grand Erie mentoring programs,
an upcoming fundraiser, or why you should “help out” in whatever way you can.
This month I decided I would instead let one of our amazing volunteers do the talking!
Meet Jessica O’Connor. She has been matched to Nevaeh since September 2013. I
asked her a few simple questions about her time as a “Big Sister”…
WHY did you first sign up to be a “Big Sister”?
I enjoy spending time with kids; I wanted someone to do fun those kid-friendly activities
with that I always saw posted. Plus, I had time on my hands. Becoming a big sister
seemed like the perfect marriage of those two things.
How did you feel when you first met Nevaeh?
I was nervous! So much was riding on that first impression. I had prepared things for us
to do on that first meeting, but we didn’t do any of them and instead walked around her
neighborhood. It was a great, relaxed introduction.

You can borrow the following
items from the Brantford Public
Library:
• Xbox, PlayStation and Wii games
• Sewing machines
• FitBits
• Backpacks full of activities
• Arduino kits

www.brantford.library.on.ca

What would you tell someone thinking about becoming a volunteer with Big Brothers
Big Sisters?
I can’t believe you haven’t already signed up! Truly though, volunteer! It’s a short term
commitment - although I’d be surprised if you didn’t want to extend beyond the year. It’s
the most fun way to be considered a “volunteer” - playing and hanging out with a kid. An
easy way to give back to your community and make a difference in your own life. I’ve been
amazed on multiple occasions by the kindness and generosity shown to Nevaeh and I
when people in the community learn we are little / big sisters. It has made me look at the
world around me in a more positive way!
Do you want to have fun while making a BIG difference?
Contact us today - visit us at www.BigDifference.ca to learn more or call 519-302-3222.

What is your favourite thing to do together?

DID YOU
KNOW?

Our adventures together continue to evolve. At the beginning, I over-prepared and
planned, but I’ve realized what we do together isn’t as important as being together. Some
of my favorite memories have been entirely unplanned - it allows for great conversation
and more relaxation. I get to know this incredible young person and watch while she grows
and changes. Plus she indulges me in crafting!

BORROW VIDEO GAMES & A SEWING MACHINE
BRANTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY

@BtfdLibrary
 BrantfordPublicLibrary
 brantford.library.on.ca

F

rom sewing machines to videogames, you will be surprised at what you can borrow from the
Brantford Public Library.

All items offered by the Library, including books, offer citizens of Brantford with opportunities for
discovery and innovation.
Have you always wanted to try your hand at sewing, but don’t want to invest in your own machine? You
can loan a Singer sewing machine from the Library for a period of 14 days. This sewing machine comes
with instructions and there are several books available at the Library that can get you started on the
project of your dreams.
Or, maybe you are curious about how many steps you take in a day. If so, you can check out one of the
Library’s FitBits and track your steps.
If you are looking for a more relaxed form of entertainment, the Library offers a wide selection of
PlayStation 3, PlayStation 4, Xbox One, Xbox 360 and Wii and WiiU games. It is recommended that
these games are reserved through the Library’s online catalogue, since they are very popular with
customers. People are always welcome to browse the entire video game collection at the Main Branch
of the Library.
Other non-traditional items the Library offers include Arduino kits, which can be used to create a
number of digital devices and Run, Jump and Play Packs, which are backpacks that contain a book,
skipping rope, sports ball and other active items that are great for the whole family.
Beginning in October, cardholders can take their coding skills to the next level when the Library begins
lending Raspberry Pi kits.
Remember, Library cards are free for all residents and business owners in Brantford. Visit the Main or
St. Paul Branch with two pieces of ID to get your free library card.
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EVENT NAME

LOCATION

START TIME

CATEGORY

ONGOING EVENTS
Sept 1 & 2 • Annual Photo Contest

Fairview Photo Lab

contest

Sept 1 to 24 (excl Mon.) • Say ‘Hi’ to the Sun Exhibit

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Sept 1 to 30 • Fall Hall

Habitat for Humanity: ReStore

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

BSCENE
PULL-OUT
EVENT GUIDE

159th Paris Fair

Paris Fairgrounds

8:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Randy Thomas

Branch 90 Legion

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Music In The Square (Bar Flys)

Harmony Square, Brantford

07:30 PM

Music/Dance

Audrey, Jim & Doug on Stage

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

The Corduroys

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

159th Paris Fair

Paris Fairgrounds

8:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Blood Donor Clinic

Branlyn Community Centre

8:30 AM

Blood Donor Clinic

Steve Hall (Acoustic Cafe)

Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

Brantford Art Market

Bell City Brewing Co.

07:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Karaoke

Branch 90 Legion

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Visit BScene.ca/events for more information.
Send your event listing to events@Bscene.ca
Closing date for next edition: Sept. 20, 2017

Karaoake

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Grand Bayou

09:00 PM

Entertainment

TBD (live music)

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

BSCENE
PUZZLES

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
159th Paris Fair

Paris Fairgrounds

8:00 AM

Brantford Open Stage

Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

07:00 PM

Entertainment

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
159th Paris Fair

Paris Fairgrounds

8:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Trivia

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Woodland Cultural Centre

03:00 PM

Woodland Cultural Centre

Orientation: Starter Company Plus

Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre
(BRC)

9:30 AM

Class

Business Fundamentals: Business Basics

Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre
(BRC)

01:00 PM

Class

Blood Donor Clinic

Brantford and District Civic Centre

01:30 PM

Blood Donor Clinic

British Family History Study Group

Brant County Branch OGS

07:30 PM

Meeting

Open Mic

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Belly Laffs

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:30 PM

Entertainment

18th Annual Participation House Brantford Golf
Tournament

Burford Golf Links

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

13th Annual Brantford Professional Firefighters Golf
Tournament

The Greens at Renton in Simcoe

11:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Food Trucks Stop @ Exit 36

Evangel Church

05:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Brantford Poetry Workshop

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

06:00 PM

Library

Open Mic Jam

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:30 PM

Entertainment

SEPT. 5 - DEC. 22 EXCL. MON.
Onkwehón:we Matters | Archaeology Exhibition
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

SEPTEMBER 8 to 10
150th Annual Fall Fair (open to everyone)

Six Nations Fairgrounds, 1738 Fourth Line Rd.,
Ohsweken

Six Nations

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

SUDOKU
How To Play:
Complete the grid so each column, row and 3 X 3
box (with bold borders) contains every number 1
to 9.
Difficulty Level : 1
Used with permission from
http://en.top-sudoku.com
For solution see page 12

Island Hopping

The Paris Wincey Mills Co.

06:00 PM

Classes

Crystal Creek

Branch 90 Legion

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Live Entertainment

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Pat & Mike (live music)

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Frankie Hollywood

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

SEPTEMBER 9 & 10
Deb Lamont Memorial Tournament (Ladies & Coed Ball
Hockey)

Steve Brown Sports Complex

Sports

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
Auditions for Anne of Avonlea

Plays/Ballet etc.

Hike, Run, Ride for the River & Trails

Brant Park Conservation Area

8:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Harvest Fest Fundraising BBQ (Brantford Food Bank &
JCI Brantford)

Brantford Farmers’ Market

10:30 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Day on the Grand (Brantford’s Arts & Music Festival)

Brant’s Crossing Riverfront Park

12:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Cooking For Two Cooking Lesson

The Paris Wincey Mills Co.

01:00 PM

Classes

Niriah (Acoustic Cafe)

Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

Bert’s Comedy Magic Show

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

02:30 PM

Library

Speakers Corner

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

06:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

Branch 90 Legion

07:00 PM

Entertainment

karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Grand Bayou

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Tyler Wilson

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

BarCode

Manny’s Place

010:00 PM

Entertainment

Brantford Burst 5K Run (SKIP)

Brantford and District Civic Centre

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Child Hunger Brantford 1st Annual Charity Golf Tournament

Northridge Public Golf Course

11:30 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Lunch with Legends

Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre

12:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Discover Opera Series

Brantford Tourism Centre

01:30 PM

Meeting

Get Your Game On (all ages)

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

06:00 PM

Library

Restorative Meditation

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

06:30 PM

Library

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
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YOUR GUIDE TO
238 EVENTS IN
BRANTFORD, BRANT
AND SIX NATIONS.

EVENT NAME

LOCATION

START TIME

CATEGORY

Tech Free Family Night

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

06:30 PM

Library

Drop In Pickle Ball (all ages)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

07:00 PM

Six Nations

Trivia

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Networking: Customer Loyalty & Retention

Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre
(BRC)

9:00 AM

Class

Fall Arrangements

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

02:00 PM

Library

Spikes Volleyball (10-13 yr. olds)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

06:00 PM

Six Nations

Kids Night Out

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

06:30 PM

Library

Video Game Day at the Library

Brant Sports Complex (Lafarge Hall)

07:00 PM

Library

Ladies Drop In Volleyball (18+)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

07:30 PM

Six Nations

Open Mic

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Turnt-Up Tuesday w Melanie Crawford: Comedy

NV Night Club

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Turnt-Up Tuesday w Melanie Crawford: Big Stage
Karaoke

NV Night Club

010:00 PM

Entertainment

Seniors @ BPL Event: Traveling in Canada

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch

02:30 PM

Library

Lets Be Active (6-9 yr. olds)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

06:00 PM

Six Nations

Maker Shop

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch

06:30 PM

Library

Information Night (Comm. Care Leaders)

Ogwadeni:deo (Weken) Building)

07:00 PM

Six Nations

Lets Be Active (10-13 yrs. Old)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

07:00 PM

Six Nations

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Socially Unacceptable Comedy

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Business Fundamentals: Market Research

Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre
(BRC)

9:00 AM

Class

Business Fundamentals: Marketing & Sales Plan

Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre
(BRC)

01:00 PM

Class

Food Trucks Stop @ Exit 36

Evangel Church

05:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

FREE Weight Loss Seminar for Students

The Wellness Corner

06:00 PM

Class

Open Mic Jam

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:30 PM

Entertainment

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

Copy Writing
Media Relations
Publicity
Training & Workshops
M.C. & Voice Over Services

SEPTEMBER 15, 16 & 17
Brantford International Jazz Festival

Downtown Brantford/Harmony Square

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

Check out roundtablepr.com • 519.756.7636 • yvonne@roundtablepr.com

Denise Kinchsular
Photography
for ALL your Photo Needs

It’s Alive! Technology

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

10:00 AM

3D Avatar Design (ages 10+)

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

10:30 AM

Library
Library

Brantford From Below

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

02:30 PM

Library

D&D Startup (ages 13+)

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

03:30 PM

Library

Michael Massaro (Brantford Jazz Festival)

Harmony Square (Bell Stage) in Brantford

07:00 PM

Music/Dance

Willy & Friends

Branch 90 Legion

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Chris Strei

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

LMT Connection (Brantford Jazz Festival)

Harmony Square (Bell Stage) in Brantford

08:30 PM

Music/Dance

Mission Improv-able

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Steel River Duo

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

519-717-9670
dhoag@rogers.com
denise.kinchsularphotography

Special Olympics Truck Convoy

Paris Fairgrounds

9:00 AM

2017 St. George AppleFest

Downtown St. George

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

The Jimmy Stahl Big Band (Brantford Jazz Festival)

Harmony Square (Bell Stage) in Brantford

12:45 PM

Music/Dance

Brantford Pride Film Days

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

01:00 PM

Librrary

Gallery Opening

One Lady’s Art Studio

01:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

TBA (Acoustic Cafe)

Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

Brantford Jazz Festival: Opening Ceremonies

Harmony Square (Bell Stage) in Brantford

03:00 PM

Music/Dance

Tommy Ambrose (Brantford Jazz Festival)

Harmony Square (Bell Stage) in Brantford

03:30 PM

Music/Dance

Will Jarvis y Amigos (Brantford Jazz Festival)

Harmony Square (Bell Stage) in Brantford

05:30 PM

Music/Dance

Karaoke

Branch 90 Legion

07:00 PM

Entertainment

The Legendary Count Basie Orchestra w Brianna
Thomas

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

08:00 PM

Music/Dance

karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Alfie Smith

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Grand Bayou

09:00 PM

Entertainment

The Outsiders (live music)

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Brownfield

Frankie’s Hometown Tavern

09:30 PM

Entertainment

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
9th Annual Golf Fore MS Rival Edition

Pine Valley Golf Course, St. Williams

8:30 AM

2017 St. George AppleFest

Downtown St. George

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Frank & Nancy DiFelice (Brantford Jazz Festival)

Harmony Square (Bell Stage) in Brantford

01:00 PM

Music/Dance

Brantford Open Stage

Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

Carol Welsman (Brantford Jazz Festival)

Harmony Square (Bell Stage) in Brantford

03:00 PM

Music/Dance

Soul Stew (Brantford Jazz Festival)

Harmony Square (Bell Stage) in Brantford

05:00 PM

Music/Dance

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Survivor Series

Woodland Cultural Centre

10:00 AM

Woodland Cultural Centre

Writers Support Circle

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

06:00 PM

Library

Tech Free Family Night

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

06:30 PM

Library

Drop In Pickle Ball (all ages)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

07:00 PM

Six Nations

Trivia

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Business Fundamentals: Business Planning

Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre
(BRC)

9:00 AM

Class

Business Fundamentals: Financial Forecasting

Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre
(BRC)

01:00 PM

Class

Lifescapes: A Memoir Writing Program

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

02:30 PM

Library

Spikes Volleyball (10-13 yr. olds)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

06:00 PM

Six Nations

Kids Night Out

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

06:30 PM

Library

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
ben@positanowine.com
www.positanowine.com
positanowinesandcoffee





Holiday Wine
Gifts
Gift Cards

SEPTEMBER 2017
EVENT NAME

LOCATION

START TIME
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CATEGORY

Ladies Drop In Volleyball (18+)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

07:30 PM

Six Nations

Open Mic

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Steve Earle and the Dukes

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

08:00 PM

Music/Dance

Turnt-Up Tuesday w Melanie Crawford: Comedy

NV Night Club

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Turnt-Up Tuesday w Melanie Crawford: Big Stage
Karaoke

NV Night Club

010:00 PM

Entertainment

Networking: Meet a Mentor

Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre
(BRC)

10:00 AM

Class

Fall Arrangements

Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch)

02:00 PM

Library

Ricky Nelson - Remembering the Legend

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

Lets Be Active (6-9 yr. olds)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

06:00 PM

Six Nations

Maker Shop

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

06:30 PM

Library

Lets Be Active (10-13 yrs. Old)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

07:00 PM

Six Nations

PaintNite

Devlin’s Advocate

07:00 PM

Entertainment/Class

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Belly Laffs

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:30 PM

Entertainment

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

● Burgers

SEPTEMBER 21 - SEPTEMBER 24
Brant Colours Plein Air Event

various locations

● Wings

Glenhyrst Art Gallery

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
World Alzheimer’s Day: Open House

Alzheimer Society of Brant (behind John Noble Home)

9:00 AM

Family History Study Group

Brant County Branch OGS

10:00 AM

Meeting

Intro to Ancestry

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

02:00 PM

Library

Food Trucks Stop @ Exit 36

Evangel Church

05:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Summer Cinema (Sunset Boulevard)

County of Brant Public Library (Paris)

06:30 PM

Library

DT Concert Series: Royal Wood

Dominion Telegraph Centre

07:00 PM

Music/Dance

Open Mic Jam

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:30 PM

Entertainment

● Poutine

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
First Annual Charity Golf-r-Life Tournament

Copetown Woods in Copetown

01:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

A Night in Mumbai

The Paris Wincey Mills Co.

06:00 PM

Classes

Loose Change

Branch 90 Legion

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Live Entertainment

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Starving For Comedy

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Live Comedy with Odd Life Entertainment

The Grand Bayou in Paris

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Walter James Duo

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Grand Opening

The Wellness Corner

10:00 AM

Grand Opening

Autism Speaks Canada Walk - Brantford

Central Baptist Church parking lot

02:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

TBA (Acoustic Cafe)

Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

BPL Chess Club (ages 8+)

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

02:30 PM

Library

Brantford Comedy Festival

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts (BCHS
Foundation)

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

Branch 90 Legion

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Gordon Greig (live music)

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:00 PM

Entertainment

The Big Stage Comedy Show

NV Night Club

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Grand Bayou

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Tyler Wilson Band

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Friends for Life Walkathon (Brant Cty. SPCA)

Mohawk Park

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Brant Colours Plein Air Show & Sale

Dominion Telegraph Centre, Paris

01:00 PM

Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Dr. Peter Farrugio - Brantford Area in 1867

Brant County Branch OGS

02:00 PM

Meeting

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Tech Free Family Night

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

06:30 PM

Library

Drop In Pickle Ball (all ages)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

07:00 PM

Six Nations

Trivia

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Tax Sense for Your Business

Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre
(BRC)

9:30 AM

Class

Grand Opening/Open House

Ryder Material Handling

10:00 AM

Open House

St. Paul Branch NFB Film Club

Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch)

02:00 PM

Library

Spikes Volleyball (10-13 yr. olds)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

06:00 PM

Six Nations

Kids Night Out

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

06:30 PM

Library

Ladies Drop In Volleyball (18+)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

07:30 PM

Six Nations

Open Mic

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Turnt-Up Tuesday w Melanie Crawford: Comedy

NV Night Club

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Turnt-Up Tuesday w Melanie Crawford: Big Stage
Karaoke

NV Night Club

010:00 PM

Entertainment

Create Your Own Website

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

02:00 PM

Library

Salute to Brant (business networking opportunity)

Paris Fairgrounds

04:30 PM

Meeting

Lets Be Active (6-9 yr. olds)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

06:00 PM

Six Nations

Maker Shop

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

06:30 PM

Library

Summer Cinema (Sunset Boulevard)

County of Brant Public Library (St. George)

06:30 PM

Library

Bath Bomb Night w Meg Curry

Devlin’s Advocate

07:00 PM

Entertainment/Class

Lets Be Active (10-13 yrs. Old)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

07:00 PM

Six Nations

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:00 PM

Entertainment

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
Brantford
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

Goo’s Delivers

WINGMASTER
70 Erie Ave. Brantford
519-750-1440

 EST 2005 

Order Online @ WINGMASTER.CA
WallofFlame
&  masterofwings

5 Years Voted

Best Wings in Brantford

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

Socially Unacceptable Comedy

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

09:00 PM

Entertainment

House In Order: A Series (Practical Downsizing)

Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch)

02:00 PM

Library

Food Trucks Stop @ Exit 36

Evangel Church

05:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Free Regular Weight Loss Seminar (for everyone)

The Wellness Corner

06:00 PM

Class

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

Lose Weight NOW
for ONLY $20.00
(plus the cost of food)
and
NO Cost for future appointments!
Special Ends Sept.29th/2017

60 Colborne St. Brantford
(Corner of King and Colborne)
226-381-3300
info@thewellnesscorner.ca
Mention Promo Code: Purple
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EVENT NAME

LOCATION

START TIME

CATEGORY

Networking: 10,000 Washing Machines

Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre
(BRC)

06:00 PM

Class

Open Mic Jam

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:30 PM

Entertainment

SEPTEMBER HOROSCOPES

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
Culture Days

various locations in Brantford & Brant County

Motivation, Movement & Music (Joan Minnery)

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser
Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Murray Williams

Branch 90 Legion

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage

Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre

08:00 PM

Music/Dance

Chandler Berardi

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Fünyboht with Leo Dragtoe (live music)

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Steven Elmo Murphy

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
Culture Days

various locations in Brantford & Brant County

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Sport Your Orange

Six Nations

Huge Indoor Garage Sale

Harmony United Church

8:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Moving Forward Together Survivor’s Gathering

Woodland Cultural Centre

11:00 AM

Woodland Cultural Centre

Through the Book-ing Glass Book Club for Tweens
(ages 10+)

Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch)

11:00 AM

Library

Culture Days

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

01:00 PM

Library

Country Grass (Acoustic Cafe)

Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

Dwayne Laforme

Branch 90 Legion

02:00 PM

Entertainment

Camping Adventures

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch)

02:30 PM

Library

Rotary Perch Fry with BarCode

Boys and Girls Club of Brantford

05:30 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Cecil Sault

Branch 90 Legion

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Jaylene Cole (live music)

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Grand Bayou

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Sean Mulrain

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Brownfield

Jeffrey’s Lounge

09:30 PM

Entertainment

Six Nations

OCTOBER 2017

SHANNON HUGMAN

 Shannon Hugman
 shannonhugman.com
VIRGO: Life may have felt very foggy lately and it could
be driving you crazy. This month it gets better but the
lesson you are learning is that it’s okay to feel lost
sometimes; you don’t have to have everything figured
out.
LEO: Own your self worth this month. You deserve
anything and everything that lights your heart up. Treat
yourself.
CANCER: Take a look at your attitudes this month. They
want to level up. Open your mind and possibilities will
abound.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1
Culture Days

various locations in Brantford & Brant County

Taco Fest

Harmony Square, Downtown Brantford

11:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Drop In Pickle Ball (all ages)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

07:00 PM

Six Nations

Trivia

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

MONDAY, OCTOBER 2

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3
Spikes Volleyball (10-13 yr. olds)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

06:00 PM

Six Nations

Ladies Drop In Volleyball (18+)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

07:30 PM

Six Nations

Open Mic

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Ali Hassan - Muslim Interrupted

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

08:00 PM

Comedy

Lets Be Active (6-9 yr. olds)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

06:00 PM

Six Nations

Lets Be Active (10-13 yr. olds)

Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium

07:00 PM

Six Nations

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:00 PM

Entertainment

The Paris Wincey Mills Co.

06:00 PM

Classes

10th Annual World Wide Photo Walk

OLG Casino Brantford

05:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Brantford Art Market

Bell City Brewing Co.

07:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

WENESDAY, OCTOBER 4

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6
Tapas in San Sebastian
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7

SOLUTION
to our Sudoku puzzle (Page 9)

W�LC�ME
�
Ba�� t� S�ho�

GEMINI: This month your focus will be on security,
foundation and trust in yourself. In the past you may
have created a long list of everything you need to feel
secure. Now all you need is yourself.
TAURUS: It’s play time! Although you may still have
responsibilities if you find little pockets of time for play
you will find you have even more energy and stamina
when it comes to work.
ARIES: Listen to your body. It’s a great month for you
to start a new routine or assess what’s working/not
working in your current routine. Change is your friend.
PISCES: Relationships take front and centre for you
this month. Especially your relationship with yourself.
Forgive yourself for everything, wipe the slate clean
and move forward determined to love yourself.
AQUARIUS: Listen to your gut this month. It’s going to
be sending you many messages. These messages may
leave you feeling confused or foggy but that’s OK! Trust
yourself.
CAPRICORN: Time to play big. Think bigger and reach
farther. The universe wants you to expand. Actually life
is expanding; whether you are going with it is up to you!
SAGITTARIUS: Your career is in focus this month. What
are you leaving behind this lifetime? Ask yourself this
question. You’ve been building it all along. Celebrate all
that you are and know you make an impact on others.
SCORPIO: It’s a month of connecting. Get out there
and meet new people. Go to events that inspire you and
you will find like minded individuals who you will benefit
from.

Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network
of Engaged Community Members

Jason Freeze

jason@bscene.ca

222.802.2299

LIBRA: This is a month of clearing, releasing and
forgiving. Let go of the last year. You are releasing so
that a new cycle can begin next month.
Looking for even deeper insight?
Shannon is available for personal readings.

SEPTEMBER 2017

  BSCENEPaper

13

Photo: Jason Freeze

THE WATER BAR, “WHERE
EVERYONE KNOWS YOUR NAME”

 The Water Bar
 waterbarbrant.ca

L

ooking for a refreshing option when it comes to your local water store?
Come to The Water Bar, where you will be greeted by a familiar face and friendly
smile. With a small staff of only four and a loyal customer base, our employees
are able to greet many of the regular patrons by name. On a typical day, about 150
customers come in to use our U-Fill filtered water stations and during their visit we
aim to please. We want our customers to feel valued, and we do this by going the
extra mile. Whether it means carrying your water to the car, assisting you in filling your
bottles or offering a free balloon to energetic little ones, our staff are here to enhance
your customer experience.
Our store front located on 97 Charing Cross street opened in November 2016. Feeling
like a small fish in a big pond when it comes to the water industry, we needed to find
our niche. Being small and local was and has remained our focus. This gives us the
ability to concentrate on what we know best, water purification. Our products which
include; water softeners, reverse osmosis units, iron/sulphur systems and a range of
other goods are supplied by a select number of trusted vendors. At the Water Bar,
we believe that to be experts in advice when it comes to your water, we need to be

Be seen with

product specialists. So, whether you have questions about your softener, concerns
about your water or need a technician to take a look, we can help.
As a small business, we understand and value the network created through
establishing connections with other local businesses and have been truly humbled
by the support we have received. Everyday, our water delivery customer base is
expanding as a result of the referrals from the great businesses that use our services
(Brantford is truly #BRANTastic).
As our company continues to grow we are investing new dollars in updating
equipment and expanding our service lines to include renting and financing options.
One of our current initiatives is establishing a strong online presence to keep our
customers informed of new products, promotions and events. Our Facebook page is a
great source for interesting articles, giveaways and monthly deals.
We hope that you will come visit us at 97 Charing Cross Street for all your water
purification needs!

BSCENE

A LOOK BACK AT AUGUST THROUGH THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

4TH ANNUAL DESIREE’S RIDE
AUGUST 19, 2017

DENISE KINCHSULAR
Approximately 70 motorcycles participated in this year’s
ride, which is a memorial event and fundraiser for Desiree
and other victims. At age 22, Desiree was partying with
friends in London when she met Justin Primmer who was
a convict. Unfortunately she was badly beaten by him and
fell 7 stories from his balcony. This event left her blind and
confined to a wheelchair. Desiree passed 2 years later from
complications
Approximately $4,000 was raised from this ride, and monies
were equally divided between Victim Services of Brant and
Support Nova Vita. Since Desiree’s tragedy, there has been
over $40,000 raised for our community.
Victim Services and Nova Vita of Brantford benefitted
from the ride. This photographer was very moved by the
speeches and support felt with everyone who attended.
Story and Photography by: Denise Kinchsular
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A LOOK BACK
JACK JACKOWETZ

 @jjackowetz
 @jjackowetz

Brantford
in the

196O's
Part 1

T

he 1960s were a time of
growth and optimism for
Brantford and Canada. The
post war boom that took hold in the
1950s exploded in the 1960s as the
City expanded with new suburban
subdivisions and the accompanying
suburban amenities. Downtown, with
its congestion and old deteriorating
buildings, began to lose ground to new
modern, spacious, bright, sprawling
suburban stores and plazas that
offered plenty of free parking.

City Council
As the 1950s ended, the issue
regarding allowing cocktail bars and
licensed dining lounges to operate
in the City continued to be rejected
by council. Finally, a petition forced
City Council to hold a referendum on
the issue. The issue was contentious
with raised emotions on both sides.
On 23-January-1960, 68 percent of
eligible voters voted in the favour of
the motion. The last Council of the
1950s had been testy and citizens
were tired of it. In the December-1960
municipal election voters elected a
new mayor and seven new aldermen,
only three aldermen were returned.
A referendum was held during this
election on whether to allow Sunday
sporting events and Sunday movie
screenings. Sunday baseball was
played at Agricultural Park until 1957
when the Parks Board unexpectedly
rescinded its permission. Voters voted
in favour of allowing Sunday sports
and movies.

Municipal Affairs
In 1964, the idea of a regional
government was proposed by
Brantford Township, when they
requested a study of creating a single
tier municipality for all of Brant County.

By 1969 there were suggestions that
Brant County would become a part
of the proposed Haldimand-Norfolk
region. Brant County never joined with
Haldimand and Norfolk. Since that
time the Haldimand-Norfolk region
disbanded in 2001, and Brantford
remains a separate municipality
from Brant County, although the
County townships and Town of Paris
amalgamated in 1999 to form a single
tier municipality.
Securing the long-term adequacy
of the City’s water supply remained
an important issue. Brantford was
dependent on the Grand River and
the water’s quality and taste were
poor. A long standing joke in Waterloo
County was “flush your toilet, Brantford
needs the water”. The Ontario Water
Resources Commission recommended
the construction of a pipeline from
Lake Erie to serve Brantford and
the lower Grand River watershed.
The cost of the project caused the
City to reject the recommendation.
They also felt that Lake Erie’s water
quality was no better than the Grand
River and was expected to get worse.
On 7-September-1960, the water
treatment plant finally opened and with
that the hope for taste and odour-free
water.
In 1960, the Department of Health
reported that the smoke and dust
pollution in Brantford was worse
than in Toronto due to the number of
manufacturing plants in this small city.
Although the City had bylaws to deal
with the problem, bylaw enforcement
was the issue, and Council refused to
commit funds to hire an
enforcement inspector.
Up to 1967 garbage
collection was a
municipal department.
The service provided
by the City included
bringing garbage
cans to the street and
returning them after
collection, known as
set out and take back.
In 1967, the garbage
collectors went on a
lengthy strike. Someone
set fire to the landfill
site. In the aftermath
of the civic disruption
garbage collection was
contracted out and set
out and take back was
eliminated.
With the Cold War at its
height in the early 1960s,
the City rejected the idea
of building a community

Photo courtesy of the Brant Historical Society

Downtown Colborne Street, 1963
fallout shelter. Instead residents were
advised to construct their own; a
project that was estimated to cost
about $120.
In January-1963, the City merged
the Parks Board with the Recreation
Commission. This was done to
eliminate duplication and achieved by
appointing the same members to both
Boards since neither Board was keen
on merging.

Downtown
The deterioration of the downtown
core was of concern to City Council
throughout the 1960s as the
downtown represented 25 percent of
the City’s tax revenue. The downtown
was already getting national attention
regarding its poor condition and empty
properties resulting from numerous
fires; many of these hotel fires. It was
during this decade that overhanging
business signs were eliminated,
to improve the appearance of the
downtown.
According to a 1966 survey, 83

percent of City residents were
concerned about the appearance of
downtown. As suburban plazas were
being developed, retailers still saw
the value of being downtown. Eaton’s
acquired the Walker’s store chain in
1965 and converted their store in
the Arcade Building, at the corner
of Colborne and Queen Streets,
to Walker’s. In 1969, Woolworth’s
announced their move to an expanded
location at the corner of Colborne and
Market Streets, now the location of the
Brantford Public Library.
In 1967, a joint federal and provincial
funded urban renewal study of
the downtown was released. Two
years in the making, the report
concluded that the bulldozer was
the only solution for many parts of
the downtown because almost a
quarter of the City’s substandard
buildings were in the downtown
core. The 1969 Central Brantford
Urban Renewal Scheme called for
sixteen projects to be carried out
over sixteen years to demolish,
rehabilitate, and conserve downtown

Aerial photo of Brantford, 1960
a - Lake Erie & Northern (LE&N) Railway bridge to Port Dover
g - Massey-Ferguson Market St S complex
b - Toronto, Hamilton, & Buffalo (TH&B) Railway bridge to Waterford
h - Koehring-Waterous
c - Great Western Railway bridge to Tillsonburg
i - Earl Haig Pool
d - Lorne Bridge highway 24 & 53
j - Erie Avenue
e - Downtown
k - Tutela Park
f - Scarfe Paints
Photo courtesy of the Brant Historical Society

  BSCENEPaper

SEPTEMBER 2017
buildings by means of public and private
funding. The study recommended the
creation of pedestrian malls along
Colborne Street and George Street to
replace vehicle traffic with pedestrian
traffic. All planning came to a halt in
December-1969 when the Federal
government choose not to support the
project.

reduced to empty lots.
On Saturday 14-January-1961, a
fire destroyed Wycliffe Hall 189-191
Colborne Street. Wycliffe Hall was
built in 1860 and was the City’s first
YMCA. The fire also destroyed three
businesses, George’s Electric (185-187
Colborne Street), Buehler’s Meat Market
(191 Colborne Street), and Black’s

Market Street, 1960

Photo courtesy of the Brant Historical Society

Aragon Restaurant (128 & 130 Colborne
Street) were burned out on 12-July1965. A building used by the U.A.W.
Local 458 on 55 Darling Street burned
down on 4-March-1965. It was located
behind the Temple Building. It is now a
parking lot.
On 11-January-1970, six businesses
along George Street (between Dalhousie
and Colborne Streets were damaged by
a major fire: Miller and Miller law office,
Varga and Frank realtor, Ideal Cleaners
and Dyers, OK Shoes, Rainbow Fabrics
and Karek’s Food Specialties. The
Hotel Kerby suffered smoke and water
damage. All fire trucks and firefighters,
including off-duty firefighters, were
needed to fight the blaze.

Federal and Provincial
Representation
In the 1962 federal election, Jim Brown
defeated Conservative incumbent
Jack Wratten to take the riding for the
Liberals, a riding Brown held throughout
the sixties. Brantford had been a Liberal
held riding since 1935 interrupted when
Wratten was elected for one term in the
Diefenbaker sweep in 1957.

Brant Hotel Fire, 31-January-1962 (Image courtesy of the Brant Historical Society)
Located at 85 Dalhousie Street, the hotel was built in 1858 and was called the American Hotel. It was
renamed to the Brant Hotel in 1923. In 1960 a group of Toronto businessmen bought the hotel and
made extensive renovations. The hotel had 80 rooms. The eastern portion of Harmony Square now
occupies this location. Photo courtesy of the Brant Historical Society

Through various committees and
authorities, the City embarked on an
endeavour to increase the supply of
off street parking spaces with the goal
of eliminating on street parking in the
downtown core. Traffic in the core
continued to increase and more traffic
lanes would be required to handle the
volume. In 1965, the properties west of
The Expositor building along Dalhousie
Street to King Street were acquired.
In January-1965, a new system to
synchronise the traffic lights in the
downtown was implemented and finally
seemed to provide relief to drivers, after
numerous attempts since the 1950s to
implement a workable solution.

Fires
Fires in the downtown started to change
the appearance of the downtown as
many of the burned buildings were

15

Shoe Store (189 Colborne Street).
These buildings were located along the
centre and east portion of the present
Brantford Public Library.

Provincially George Gordon held the
riding of Brantford for the Liberals from
1948 until 1967 when, with the support
of labour, Mac Makarchuk won the

riding for the NDP.

Soldiers
Two Brantford born soldiers rose to
leadership positions in the Canadian
Armed Forces in the 1960s. In
August-1961 Lieutenant-General
Geoffrey Walsh, born in 1909, was
appointed chief of the general staff
of the Canadian Army. Walsh was the
last officer to hold this appointment
as it was eliminated in 1964 with the
beginning of the unification of the
Canadian Armed Forces. In 1966,
Rear-Admiral William Landymore was
appointed to the position of chief of
the Armed Forces Maritime Command,
one of the six commands of the newly
integrated Canadian Armed Forces.
His command did not last long.
Landymore criticised the unification of
the Armed Forces and the destruction
of the Navy’s identity and resigned his
command effective 5-April-1967.

Next month in Part 2 I will review the
developments regarding the City
Hall and Market Square, the housing
situation, industrial developments,
and the labour situation.

On 31-January-1962, a fire
destroyed the Brant Hotel located
at 81-89 Dalhousie across from
what was then the Capital Theatre
and is now the Sanderson Centre.
Despite the fire, patrons continued
to drink in the men’s bar until they
were ordered out of the hotel by
firefighters.
On 4-March-1962, the Bodega
Hotel at the corner of Market and
Darling Streets burned down. TD
Canada Trust now occupies this
corner. The building was built
by the Canada Permanent Trust
Company in 1966.
The Belinda Shoe Store and

Lieutenant-General Geoffrey Walsh
Photo courtesy of the Brant Historical Society

Rear-Admiral William Landymore
Photo courtesy of the Brant Historical Society
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THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

HOCKEY NIGHT IN BRANTFORD: THE FINAL PERIOD
Chiefswood Park, Six Nations • August 9, 2017

SANDRA L. ANDERSON

Harmony

Square

Brantford

Ontari0

COME & BE A PART OF
THE 10TH ANNUAL
BRANTFORD INTERNATIONAL
JAZZ FESTIVAL
Headlining This Year’s
festival :

Count Basie Orchestra

Past Performers
Include :

Circle 5, The Jimmy Stahl Big Band,
Bernie Senensky, CC & The Boys
and many more!

at The Sanderson Centre

Sept

15 -17
twenty
seventeen

For music & jazz lovers
everywhere.

www.downtownbrantford.ca
Downtown Brantford

@downtownbrantfd

Downtown Brantford

SEPTEMBER 2017
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DIFFICULT DECISION MADE EASIER
THANKS TO HIGHLY TRAINED BCHS STAFF
Eric spent a few days as a patient in
the B5 Post-Surgical Unit while he
recovered and said the staff there were
both caring and attentive to his needs.
“Those five days were probably the
most pleasant hospital experience I’ve
ever had,” he said. “The staff did their
job wonderfully well.”

Supplied Photo

His rehabilitation therapist at the
hospital, Joe Foris, continued to test
Eric’s ability to manoeuvre with one leg
over the four day period until he was
finally ready to go home.

From left: BCHS Physician Dr. Michael Hickey, grateful patient Eric McKeigan and Physiotherapist Lynn Zammit pose in
the BCHS Fracture Clinic.

made up my mind which way I was going,
as long as it made medical sense.”

 @BCHSFoundation
 BCHSFoundation
 bchsysfoundation.org

M

aking the decision to have a
life-altering medical procedure
includes considering many
factors, but for Eric MacKeigan, knowing
he had the support of a highly-trained
medical and rehabilitation staff helped
make his decision that much easier.
Eric was born with Spina bifida, a genetic
condition affecting the development of
the spinal column and the membranes
around the spinal cord. Now 37, Eric has
always struggled with walking and was
born with two clubfeet, which meant
without corrective surgery, he would never
walk. That surgery was performed and Eric
was able to walk by age two.
As part of his life-long treatment, Eric has
been a client of Laurie Vanderhaeghe, a
certified orthotist with the Prosthetic and
Orthotic Program offered at the Brantford
General.
Over the years, Laurie had worked with
Eric to develop the proper orthotics, but
as his body aged it started to become
more and more difficult to keep his feet
straight and his body upright. Eric’s right
foot had rotated to an angle of about 55
degrees, and the foot was tilted forward.
On top of this, his right leg had grown
longer than his left leg, and was bearing
most of his weight. Even with the cane he
was accustomed to using, this made it
more difficult for Eric to get around, and
there no longer seemed to be any orthotic
that was helpful to him.
His options included years of corrective
surgery, or amputation.
“For me it really was a no-brainer decision.
I chose amputation,” he said. “I had already

There was a lot to consider, but the
process of having corrective surgery
and recovering for months in a cast that
covered the lower half of his body really
didn’t appeal to Eric. Neither did the idea
that he may need further corrective
surgery later in life. After consultation with
his family doctor and his wife, Christie,
Eric was referred to Dr. Michael Hickey,
an orthopaedic surgeon at the Brantford
General, to schedule the amputation of his
lower right leg.
Dr. Hickey had just joined the staff in the
Orthopaedic Clinic in Nov. 2016 and was
just in the process of scheduling his first
patients when Eric came to see him. His
schedule was clear and could perform the
surgery later that week.
“Mentally, I was ready, but I didn’t want
to go through the winter with one leg,”
said Eric, knowing he was going to have
to let his leg heal before he received a
prosthetic.
Instead they agreed to schedule the
surgery for April 13.
Due to Spina Bifida, Eric spent years in and
out of hospitals, but he still recognized the
seriousness of the surgery he was about
to have. “I was totally ready. I’ve wanted
this for a long time,” said Eric. “I had no
moments wondering whether I should
do it or not, but this would be the most
life-altering procedure I’ve ever had done,”
he said.
With all of his pre-operative procedures
completed the day prior, Eric was ready
when he was wheeled in to surgery.
He was given the option of a general
anaesthetic or a local epidural, and under
the care of Dr. Winnifred Lloyd-Smith, his
choice of epidural was administered.
“The next thing I remember, I woke up in
recovery,” said Eric. “My wife and my friend
were there waiting for me.”
Eric was scheduled to be released
from the hospital the following day, but
an assessment in the rehabilitation
department - using crutches and a set of
stairs to simulate how he would get into
his own home - showed he wasn’t quite
ready.

The Outpatient Therapy Program at
BGH is designed to promote early
discharge from hospital. It serves those
with a variety of conditions and those
who are well enough to go home but who
still require further rehabilitation to meet
specific goals. As well as occupational
therapy and stroke rehab, the program
includes a specific program for amputees.

cane and I at least want to be at that
point,” he said.
As Eric and his family knows, when
unique healthcare situations impact you
or a loved one, the Brant Community
Healthcare System is here to offer you
exceptional healthcare in your time of
need.
Please make a difference today.
The patient equipment supported by
donor dollars isn’t all ‘nice to have’ – it is
critical, much-needed medical equipment
required to perform daily diagnostics and
care for our patients.

Though he was able to go home, Eric’s
journey to recovery included healing well
enough to receive his prosthetic leg.
“Twelve weeks after my surgery I put the
prosthetic on for the first time.”
Eric believes he had an advantage over
many other amputees who don’t have the
opportunity to choose whether they will
have a limb amputated. He is sure that
knowing he was making the right choice,
and having been properly prepared for the
removal of the encumbering leg helped
him in his recovery.
“I chose this,” he said. “Almost all
amputees don’t get to choose this
procedure, so they’re having to deal with
that and the traumatic loss of a limb.”
“I knew what was coming. I knew for a
period of time that I wouldn’t be able to do
certain things, or do them the same way. I
didn’t have that trauma to recover from, so
my healing sped along.”
With the support of the medical team at
Brant Community Healthcare System, Eric
has made great progress and continues
to work on his rehabilitation, but has
progressed to the point where he has
dropped his rehab visits from three times
a week to just one.
“When I tried the prosthetic for the first
time, I promised myself I would take the
leg home with me by the end of August.”
He admits it may have been a lofty
goal, but working diligently with Laurie
Vanderhaeghe for so long before the
surgery made his objective achievable.
And so far, so good.
Eric is set to receive his permanent
prosthetic foot a week from now and he
believes he may only need a few more
rehabilitation sessions before he can
adjust to it and complete his long-term
goal of regaining the mobility he was
accustomed to.
“Before the surgery, I walked with a

To show his gratitude to the BCHS and its staff
for the care he received, Eric MacKeigan and his
company Fretwood Mack, has donated a beautiful
wooden scroll saw sculpture for auction.

Eric MacKeigan’s company, Fretwood
Mack (www.fretwoodmack.ca), specializes
in fine scroll saw art and signs, and to
show his gratitude to the BCHS and
its staff for the care he received, Eric
has donated a beautiful wooden scroll
saw sculpture the BCHS Foundation
for auction depicting a scene from the
Operating Room at the BCHS.
Bids for this unique item will be accepted
via the BCHS Foundation email mailbox
at foundation@bchsys.org beginning
Friday, Sept. 1, 2017. Please use the
subject line “Bid for scroll saw sculpture”
in your submission. The highest bidder
will be contacted on Monday, Sept. 18,
2017 to arrange payment and pick-up.
For detailed photographs of the item
and access to the electronic bid form,
please visit bchsysfoundation.org/
ScrollSawArtAuction
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SCARE IN THE SQUARE PLANNING UNDERWAY
After the organization team’s first meeting, events in the works this year include the
Haunted Hayride, hosted by story-teller Hugh Sutherland, courtesy of ICHTHYS Theatre
Productions, sharing local ghost legends and unsolved mysteries. Sutherland will be on
the hayride with the patrons telling stories on route with one specific stop at Victoria
Park. Haunted Hayrides are being planned to start at 6:00 pm both days, although there

Photos: Sandlyn Publishing & Media

Meetings are underway for the upcoming annual Scare in the Square event held at
Brantford’s Harmony Square on Friday, October 7th and Saturday, October 8th, 2017.

Tom Strong as Captain Quagmire and Mikki Piet as Snags in Quagmire’s Quandary. Backstage animators are
Zoey Henze and Hails Surek. Directed by Lorna Stratton. Photos by Sandra L. Anderson

ANNE OF AVONLEA AUDITIONS SEPTEMBER 9

Hugh Sutherland telling stories of ghost encounters during the hayride at last year’s Scare in the
Square. Photo by Sandra L. Anderson

will be hayrides on Saturday starting at 4:00 pm following the Trick or Treat event, which
runs 2:00-4:00 pm.
Other returning events include Ghost Encounters (possibly focusing on the Sanderson
Centre again), Haunted House (courtesy of Fright Club), the Zombie Walk, the Dog
Hallowe’en Parade, (Saturday at 5:00 pm), the Scarecrow Contest, and activities on the
grass areas at Harmony Square. There will be crafts by Micheal’s Craft Corner, with a
Green Glow Party for Tweens on Saturday. There will be an inflatable activity instead of
a straw maze this year. These events were still in the planning stages and are subject to
changes and additions.
See www.brantford.ca for more information.

ICHTHYS’ LEFT OF CENTRE KIDS FESTIVAL

ICHTHYS Theatre announces open auditions September 9, 2017 for its November
production of Anne of Avonlea. Come be a part of this wonderful Canadian story.
AVONLEA is a memory play in which 17-year-old Anne Shirley relives and narrates the
story of her life in Avonlea, with emphasis on her two years teaching school in the village.
Males and females from 10
to 70+ are needed. Must
be available for Saturday
afternoon rehearsals and
Wednesday evenings,
September through
November. Show dates
are November 17, 18, 24 &
25 at 7:30pm, November
19 & 26 at 2:00pm. Please
visit www.ichthystheatre.
ca for character lists and
descriptions and to submit
an audition form. Applicants
will be contacted by email
with the time and location of
their audition. ICHTHYS also
welcomes help behind the
scenes.

The Pirate theme was a big hit for the Left of Centre Kids Festival this year as ICHTHYS
Theatre hosted two submitted plays, Lilian’s Dream and Quagmire’s Quandary and their
first ever Kids Camp production Pirate Academy prepared by the kids themselves.
www.ichthystheatre.ca
Natalie Reinelt, writer and director of
LILIAN’S DREAM.
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motion a successful career in-between other appearances on records by the Tragically
Hip, Cowboy Junkies, Hayden, Jason Collett, and the Sadies among others. Recently
retired from Blue Rodeo, Egan is Manager of Community Connections and Development
at Kitchener Public Library and is working on imaginative literacy initiatives such as the
recently launched Instrument Lending Library.
There was also a performance by the Reggae-inspired band The Alpines. They covered
some new tracks from their latest EP, including Whistle Bird.

BELL SUMMER THEATRE FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS
Brant Theatre Workshops and the Bell Homestead offered up Fairy Tales, Shakespeare
and a unique look at Indigenous issues with their Bell Summer Theatre Festival Line up
this year which began in July and is wrapping up September 4.
http://branttheatre.com/bell-summer-theatre-festival/

Organizer Wiktor Zulinski says, “We wanted to talk about imagination and what arts do
for the social and economic advancement, and how artists are change makers. So, we
reached out to Kate and Bob, who are both big change makers in their communities, to
come and talk about their work and how they hope to see the next era of artists engage
in and change the communities they work in.”
Egan offered seven tips from the field, as an artist that has made a few stumbles along
the way. “The ‘take home’ was to encourage growth, especially with the youth,” says
Kulinski.
There were 35 in attendance. Zulinski says the next Salon will most likely be on engaging
audiences in a digital and post social age.
“We continue to grow and build a strong ecology in Brantford/Brant, which is why we
dropped the ‘initiative’ from our
name and are now known as
“Arts Ecology Brantford/Brant,”
says Kulinski.

Snow White and Not The Usual Dwarves – the Classic
Tale with a Comedic Twist.

Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice with Teri Bedard as
Shylock and Hugh Sutherland as Tubal.

The Alpines (above & right)
Photos: Martin Smith

Walk in my Mocs incorporated Native singing and
dance.

Walk in my Mocs, written by BTW’s Native collective and
directed by Makelitv Emarthle.

Bell Summer Theatre photosby Sandra L. Anderson

ARTS ECOLOGY SALON 3 FOCUSES ON
IMAGINATION
The third in the free Arts Ecology Salon events held at the Polish Alliance Hall on Albion
Street in Brantford dealt with imagination.
Keynote speaker was Dr. Kathryn Carter who talked about her work on developing
language to spur action and identify opportunities at the intersections of community
building, arts education, and economic development. Carter has been a key participant
in the creation of the Brantford campus of Laurier, and the creator of the Game Design
& Development program. In Paris, she worked on major arts projects such as the
Cobblestone Festival and the re-imagined Bawcutt Centre. Kathryn’s most recent
projects include the Watershed Project – a cross-industry and inter-disciplinary project
seeking to develop a new economy for artists in Brantford/Brant – and, also, the Arts
Ecology Initiative for which Kathryn works to build imaginative capacity for the arts in
Brantford/Brant as a founding Research Fellow.
Guests presenters also included Bob Egan Of Blue Rodeo and Wilco fame. Egan is
a pedal steel and mandolin guitarist who’s career officially started after a backstage
meeting with music legend Johnny Cash and his inspiring words that a career in music
“can be a hard road, but if your heart’s in it, it can be a good life.” That meeting set in
Bob Egan

Kathryn Carter

BARENAKED LADIES

JANN ARDEN

STUNNING
THE NUTCRACKER

A CHRISTMAS CAROL

FATTY LEGS

BUFFY SAINTE-MARIE

UNDERWATER BUBBLE SHOW

FRED PENNER

ROSANNE CASH

FLEETWOOD MAC - RUMORS (C.A.L.)

RIK EMMETT

THE MEN OF THE DEEPS

JOHN MCDERMOTT CHRISTMAS

PINK FLOYD - THE WALL (C.A.L.)

SURPRISING

GORD BAMFORD

TOM COCHRANE & RED RIDER

KIM MITCHELL

LED ZEPPELIN I (C.A.L.)

LOBBY SERIES

ARTIST SPEAKER SERIES

SHARON & BRAM

STIRRING

RUSH 2112 (C.A.L.)

DEBRA BROWN

ALI HASSAN - MUSLIM INTERRUPTED

FORTUNATE ONES

THE FUGITIVES

MY BIG FAT GERMAN PUPPET SHOW

1.800.265.0710 519.758.8090
sandersoncentre.ca
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