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Android Boxes
Cellphone Repairs
New & Used Computers
Expert On Side Support by
Function Key Solutions
call Francis @ 519.802.8272
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BSCENE SUPPORTS LOCAL THROUGH THE ENTIRE CHAIN
From beginning to end, the BSCENE paper stays local and supports local
endeavours. Our publication starts out by being printed locally at Ricter
Web Printing. From there, we distribute locally to many businesses
and organizations within our grand community. Then, at the end of the
month, we’ll collect any left over papers for recycling. These papers
are recycled through a special fundraising program with SydenhamHeritage United Church and Hartmann’s Canada. Hartmann’s is a local
egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale and turns the papers into
egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store. The money raised
through this fundraising program gets sent back to Sydenham-Heritage
United Church to be used in their Green programs for sustainable
upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting local whenever we can
and is honoured to be able to stay local from start to finish.
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BRANTASTIC

People

about what they do without being rehearsed.
And the people and volunteers behind the
scenes are from the community as well. The
best part is that pretty much anyone can
request to go on the show and talk about
their event, business, or organization.

facebook Twitter BSCENEPaper

INSIDE BRANT

Since BScene started, we’ve had the
pleasure of being on Inside Brant fairly
regularly. We’ve had the chance to show off
our new editions and talk about all the great
events there are within the region.

JASON FREEZE

twitter@Jason Freeze

So this month, we thought it would be a fun
idea to switch things up a bit and interview
the host instead. Gord McLean is a relative
newcomer to Inside Brant. He started
hosting the show in September 2016.

facebook jason.freeze
🔗 BScene.ca

F

or those regular watches, you know
that Inside Brant is a fun way to get in
touch with our community. For those
that haven’t heard about it before, you’re
missing out on some #BRANTastic fun!
Inside Brant has been a regular show on
Rogers Cable 20 since 2009. In that time
they have been able to showcase hundreds
of local events, people, and organizations
through a ‘talk-show’ type format. Each
show has something different like local
pets from the Brant County SPCA to regular
guests such as Syd Bolton to talk about
tech. And each week we get to stay updated
about what goes on in our community.

Congratulations and thank you to everyone
involved in keeping up this local station and
making this show happen each week. Make
sure to Be Seen tuning in each week to learn
more about what’s going on Inside Brant!

Photo: Jason Freeze

Photo: Paul Harding

The great part about the show is that it’s
real. Every show has real local people talking

Since he started, he’s chatted with a wide
range of people. But for him, one of the
best segments is with the Brant County
SPCA. Gord mentioned that he always likes
to see the pets when they come into the
studio. I also asked him about what inspires
him to do this. He said that the community
aspect is part of it, but another is seeing
the folks behind the camera get involved
as well. From the producers to the student
volunteers.

Now Together in One Convenient Location

441 West St. Brantford
HOURS
Mon. - Wed. 10am - 6pm
Thurs. - Fri. 10am - 8pm
Sat. 10am - 4pm
Sun. 12pm - 4pm
Locally Owned & Operated by 2 Brantford Brothers

M ATTR E SS M I R AC L E
Mattress Miracle: 519.770.0001
www.mattressmiracle.ca
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MUSIC SCENE

ARCADY PRESENTS

RUTH

AT THE SANDERSON CENTRE

🔗  arcady.ca

O

n June 23, 2017, for one
night only, the beautiful
musical drama Ruth will
be presented by acclaimed
performing company Arcady
at the Sanderson Centre for
the Performing Arts. Ruth is a
moving story of immigration
and welcoming others into your
land. The drama follows the
life of Ruth, an independent,
strong, and hopeful woman as
she searches for a better life
for herself and her people. The
work was written in 1996 by
Ronald Beckett to the words of
Brantford librettist Roger Bayley.
Ruth has been performed by
Arcady regularly over the past
20 years, marking June 23rd

as the 19th performance to
date. This special production
will feature several talented
emerging artists chosen from
numerous applicants from
around the world. The project
was made possible by a grant
from the Ontario Trillium
Foundation. The international
cast will be supported by
Arcady’s professional chorus,
orchestra, and Academy of
Ballet Classique. The composer
himself, Ronald Beckett, will
lead the company as musical
director and conductor. Stage
direction will be by Tammy
Whetham. The organization
looks forward to bringing Ruth
to the Brantford stage for their
largest adaptation to date.
Tickets range from $30$40 and are available through
the Sanderson Centre box office
by calling 1-800-265-0710 or
online at sandersoncentre.ca
For more information
visit: arcady.ca

Change is Diﬃcult. Our WHOLE TEAM Works Together with You.
If you are unhappy with your present providers, we are ready for you!
Respect Starts Here.

Methadone Maintenance Treatment

- across from Maria’s Pizza

&
Mon. - Fri. 7am-6pm

Sat. 8am-3pm

Sun. 9am-1pm

facebook Twitter BSCENEPaper
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I ’ M O F V I N TA G E I S O N
THE ROAD TO ABBEY ROAD
LOCAL INDIE GROUP EMBARKS ON A SERENDIPITOUS ADVENTURE

YVONNE VAN DE WIELECOOPER

twitter @YWiele
🔗  roundtablepr.com

A

t the end of June, the local Indie
group known as “I’m of Vintage” will
embark on a heady, once in a life time
experience, as they head to London, England
to record an album at the venerable Abbey
Road studios.
It’s where The Beatles recorded the album

of the same name and it’s believed only two
Canadian bands, Rush and Max Webster,
have ever recorded there.
Until now.
The entire experience is also being
chronicled by a documentary team.
“I’m of Vintage” essentially came about
through happenstance when Darren
Gooder a vocalist and rhythm guitarist,
was recording the self- titled album, Darren

Gooder, something with friends.

Reverbnation.

Gooder says the album was initially
supposed to be acoustic, but he enlisted
friends Phil Eastman, T.J. Wiltshire and Matt
Huddleston to accompany him and before
they knew it, they were an Indie band.

Gooder describes the group’s sound as;
“blues, jazz, rock, alternative, country and a
little swing which comes out as Indie Folk
Rock, but not exactly.”

summer, the adventure will be captured in a
documentary that the group hopes to show
to the Toronto Film Festival.

The Abbey Road connection was also just
another one of those things that happened.

Videographers Lisa Overholt and Josh
Furman of Fourth Dimension Films make up
the video crew, while photographer Belinda
Clements will be on hand to snap still shots
of the adventure.

“I thought, I’m of vintage, that’s pretty cool,
we’ll take that,” said Gooder.

While accompanying his wife on a business
trip to Luton, England, Gooder met a man
with connections to Abbey Road and the pair
exchanged emails. The next thing they knew
the group had a chance to record at the
famed studio, but had to fund the project.

As a strong supporter of the group,
Clements says she is “absolutely over the
moon and thrilled” about the opportunity.
“I fell in love with them the first time I heard
them and haven’t heard anything like it
anywhere before” she said.

All of the band members have day jobs, but
they’re leaving the door open for musical
success.

A fundraising, sponsorship drive began with
local businesses jumping on board to help
make it a reality.

Lead guitarist Matt Huddleston says “when
the idea first came up it seemed crazy and
out of reach, but through perseverance, it’s
happening!” He adds, “I’ve been in bands

The Rope Factory, The Rose and Thistle pub,
Mercasa Banquet Services, Apex Chain and
Cable, Elite Welding Supplies, P.A. Music
and Nancy Tomkins and Associates Denture

Before the group flies out they’re holding
an “Abbey Road Take Off” show on June
24th starting with an acoustic set from 3
p.m. until 4 p.m. at The Rose and Thistle on
Dalhousie Street, followed by a gala concert
at the Rope Factory on Sherwood Drive at
6 p.m. Tickets for the Rope Factory show
are available through ticketscene.ca, any

prior to this, but nothing as serious as this.”

Clinic, have all thrown their support behind
the project.

The group’s name also came about in a
spur of the moment when Gooder, a plant
manager by day, was attending a safety
meeting and heard someone refer to his age
by saying “I’m of the vintage.”

Phil Eastman who has played bass guitar
since his early teens, and T.J. Wiltshire, who
plays several percussion instruments are the
other members of the group.
Gooder says,” I Ain’t Runnin,” the first single
released from the album has received a
lot of attention through the online music
service Spotify. The group is also being
heard around the world on mainstream,
college, and community radio stations and
charted number one on both HBR Radio and

The group has also given back along the
way through a concert at Brantford’s Club
N.V. The well attended show not only
helped them gain recognition and fans, but
it allowed them to give a donation to The
Closet Door clothing shop, which owner
Tammy Hunt-Eechaute in turn gave to the
Brantford General Hospital’s cancer care
program.
When the group heads off to the U.K. this

band member, and The Closet Door. When in
London the band plans to recreate their own
version the Beatle’s famous Abbey Road
cover, crossing the famed zebra striped
walkway outside of the studios.
“We’ll be running and there will be cars
coming at us, so it will probably be a quicker
version of it,” joked Matt Huddleston.

D BELINDA J. CLEMENTS
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BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF GRAND ERIE:

ALLIES FOR LOCAL YOUTH

RENEE VANDERHARST

twitter @bbbsge

weren’t a lot of easily accessible options for her. Being a teen is hard. Coming out as a

facebook bbbsge

homosexual must be harder. Being a homosexual teen, coming out in a small town, must
be extremely hard.

🔗 bigdifference.ca

W

If you have ever heard me speak about the Big Brothers Big Sisters movement, and the

succeed, and discover who she was meant to be. As she approached her teen years I

will be launching a new pilot program named ALLIES: this programs is an opportunity

was floored by the conversations we would have. It hadn’t been THAT long since I was

specifically for us to help LGBTQ youth and Newcomer to Canada youth living in the Grand

teen, had it? We talked about topics, challenges, and issues that, when I was 15 years

Erie region receive one-to-one mentoring in the schools, and group sessions. There is a

old, weren’t even on my radar – let alone were paraded around on social media daily. I

whole component all about Newcomers as well.

hen I first got involved with BBBSGE I was matched to a nine-year-old “Little

impact our programs can have on our community you have heard me say that we evolve

Sister”. She was in the care of her Grandma, and I instantly found myself

to meet the needs of local youth. I am beyond proud to share that, thanks to a significant

wanting to do everything I could to help this amazing young person grow,

contribution from the Ontario Trillium Foundation, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Grand Erie

often tried to share my teen experiences (without being preachy) but the best thing I
could do was just be there… listen, and encourage her to stay true to herself.

When I shared the details about ALLIES with my “Little Sister” she was really excited, and
that made me proud. Maybe I didn’t have the tools to help her 5 years ago, but soon other

At 15 years old she disclosed to me some self-harm. At 16 she disclosed that she

local youth in her situation will have access to new, updated mentoring services. Not only

was gay. In both instances I listened, I offered support. But, in both cases, I was not

will Big Brothers Big Sisters of Grand Erie be able to serve more local youth, we will be

an expert. As much as I wanted to help, I didn’t know how to. I didn’t know what she

able to support those that are in a very vulnerable situation. I will be forever thankful to

needed, I couldn’t relate: I have gay friends and family members but I never questioned

the Ontario Trillium Foundation, and to BBBSGE for the opportunity to be a part of ALLIES.

my “straight” orientation. That’s where our BBBSGE Mentor Coordinator was able

Most of all though, I am thankful to my first “Little” for allowing me – and trusting me – to be

to step in and put us in touch with some community resources. Unfortunately, there

a part of her journey.

Looking for a summer job? Why not start your own business?
Are you a student age 15-29 returning to school in the fall?

$3,000 GRANT TO
START YOUR OWN
SUMMER BUSINESS

Get up to a

Summer
Company

#SummerCompany

For more informa�on and to apply visit

ontario.ca/summercompany
For details call Sue:
Business Resource Centre
sloveless@bran�ord.ca
1 Market Square, Suite 201
519-756-4269
Bran�ord, N3T 6C8
(across the hall from Williams Fresh Cafe)

Ready.Set.Work. |

A day of GOLF is GREAT! But this isn’t just golf...
This is all about - Giving Our Locals Food

PLEASE JOIN US

for our 11th Annual

Friday, May 26, 2017
The Oaks of St. George Golf Course

$135 per person + food donation
1:00 pm Shotgun Start
Includes: - 18 holes of golf

- golf cart with snacks
- lunch & steak dinner
- prizes to win for a
HOLE IN ONE!
- chipping & putting
contests

BrantfordFoodBank.ca

Gold Sponsors

519-751-4357

facebook Twitter BSCENEPaper
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busy strips in Brantford, which Mann says is the perfect place for a business like his.

BSCENE

FOOD SCENE

LINDSAY ROCHE

“It’s a fabulous location. People actually don’t realize that there’s over 70 businesses on Brant
Ave. If you go up and down and count them, it’s very business centric, so they don’t have a lot
of choice to go to. We’ve been here for 9 years, and people know us. A lot of our lunch traffic
is just the businesses in the area. Plus, it’s high traffic. It’s central for a lot of the people that
come here. We’re not in an industrial park or a strip mall so we love the location.”
With an array of businesses in the area, Blue Dog’s catering is also in high demand.

B

lue Dog Coffee Roasters in Brantford on Brant Ave and
in Paris at the Wincey Mills offers a homely spot to enjoy
freshly brewed coffee, tea and many healthy eats. Blue
Dog Brantford is located in a renovated old house, which
offers a cozy, comfortable atmosphere to walk into. Tables are
strategically scattered throughout the establishment to ensure
customers have enough room to enjoy their beverage and food
items throughout the naturally lit area.

“We do a lot of catering...because our sandwich and wrap platters. They’re very popular
because people don’t want to order hot, greasy food for lunch and have people fall asleep at
their meetings. We have regularly 4 or 5 caterings a week just delivering business or groups
that are meeting because it’s a healthy catering option.”
The Wincey Mills location
in Paris opened a year ago
in May, and offers the same
in-house coffee and teas
complete with many healthy
eats.

The Blue Dog menu consists of hand-written fresh, healthy
choices on an organized overhead chalkboard that includes
sandwiches, wraps, paninis, salads, desserts, beverages, and
more. The menu includes many staple item and rotating monthly
selections.
“Our most popular choice is the “Pick
2.” It’s our soup of the day or a salad.
We have different salads that we switch
up on a monthly basis plus we have
our regular salads. (They can) come in
and get a nice citrus salad with some
grapefruit and orange on it with a wrap,
sandwich or panini,” Craig Mann, Owner
of Blue Dog Coffee Roasters explained.
Coffee and tea is of course a staple at
Blue Dog, which includes coffee beans
that are roasted on-site to ensure peak
freshness and taste. They also offer a
variety of loose leaf teas customers can
order by the cup, or take home to brew
themselves.
“We have a lot of regulars here. 70 per
cent of the people are here three, four
times a week. We’ve been open nine
years in May so we have a very regular
clientele,” he explained.
Brant Ave is known as one of the most

● Burgers

“Our location out there is
doing great. It’s only been
a year...and it’s already so
popular. We do as much
revenue out there in half
the size of the spot as we
do here...We love Paris. The
multiple locations really help
out. The people up there
they get requested. They say
‘Oh I’m having people come
over on Friday, can you do
your butternut squash ‘cause I love it so much?’”
Mann explained the “Blue Dog” brand was inspired by a work of art:
“When we first developed the restaurant we were looking for a fun name, and we actually saw
a painting down in Scottsdale that had all of these blue dogs. It was by a famous artist. We
were going to buy that, but it was tens of thousands of dollars so we actually had a local artist
here who painted a picture of our dog in the same style.”
To view their menus and for more information about Blue Dog Coffee Roaster please visit
bluedogcoffeeroasters.com.

facebook bluedogcoffee

UPSTANDING COMEDY
🔗 bluedogcoffeeroasters.com

Hand Crafted Belgian Chocolate Treats!

● Wings
● Poutine

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
Brantford
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

Goo’s Delivers

320 Colborne St. W
(Sobey’s Plaza)
519.751.1119

BSCENE.ca
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GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!
HUMAN RESOURCES

HOME

DEVELOPING AN
EFFECTIVE ORIENTATION
PROGRAM

STAIN SEASON: WHEN IS
THE RIGHT TIME?

O

ne area of Human Resource Development that
is often overlooked is the orientation of your
employees when they are first hired on.
Orientation is also referred to as “onboarding”.
“Orientation” refers to the basics, such as where is
the lunchroom, when are breaks, who is my boss,
etc. “Onboarding” is a bit more complex, and refers
to the longer-term needs of the new employee.
This process helps to avoid “cognitive dissonance”
or reality shock, which is the discrepancy between
what the employee was expecting to see or do, and
the realities of the new job.
When developing your Orientation and Onboarding
process, it is important to follow a few steps.
1.
Onboarding actually begins during the
hiring process. Give the employee a realistic
perception of the job and the organization
during the interview, or they may be shocked
to find that there are aspects of the job or
company they don’t like.
You need to establish what, exactly,
2.
the new employee(s) need to know, and when
they need to know it. Develop a checklist with
timelines to ensure you don’t miss anything!

KATHRYN KISSINGER
has sales criteria to meet or performance
expectations for bonuses.
6.
Diversity in the workforce could require
implementation of an additional orientation
program for both existing and new employees.
Provide training on cultural sensitivity,
reactions and statements that are prohibited
under human rights legislation, and effective
communication techniques.
Often there is a need to get the person working
right away, and sometimes the new employee
is overwhelmed. Space out the onboarding
process and allow the employee time to digest the
information so that they can feel comfortable.
And finally, evaluate your program to ensure that
the time spent to onboard the new person is
effectively managed and garners the results you
need.

Got Questions? Contact me for help with all
of your Human Resources needs.

3.
Gather the required job-related
documents, such as company policies,
job description, or procedural manuals for
equipment that the person will need, including
vacation policies, payroll information, etc.
4.
Include any training that will be required,
such as mandatory health and safety training
or job-specific training. Also ensure that the
employee is aware of any upcoming training
that will be required.
5.
Provide the employee with any
performance appraisal criteria. If they don’t
know how their work will be measured, it is
likely they will focus on the wrong aspects.
This is especially important if the employee

Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254
kissingerhrservices.com

U

nified Communications (UC) is a term that is
thrown around a lot in the communications world,
particularly by marketing departments. But what is it?

 All exterior wood is cold and wet. As the snow
melts, it soaks the wood and makes it waterlogged.
Even a couple days of “warmer” weather is not
enough to thoroughly dry out wood.
 Overnight temperatures plummet far below what
is acceptable to apply stain.
We need to reach 10ºC/50ºF overnight before we
begin to consider applying stain outside.
 Day-to-day temperatures fluctuate. This creates
insufficient time for stains to truly setup properly.
Rain can appear out of nowhere and spoil a beautiful
day, let alone a beautiful stain job. Mother Nature
trumps all!
So, when is Stain Season? The rule of thumb is
usually around the May long weekend. Historically,
that is when day-to-day temperatures start to
become consistent, when overnight temperatures
warm up, and when rain tends to “dry up”. When
these conditions are met, your Stain Experts at The
Colour Shoppe have all your stain solutions and are
prepared to help guide you through your project. We
carry quality brand names such as Sansin, Sikkens,
and MF. We stock stains for decks, fences, siding,
railings, board & batten, playgrounds, furniture,
pergolas, wheelchair ramps, and so much more! We
carry semi-transparent stains to help highlight the
beauty of your wood, solid stains to cover up the
unsightly discolouration of your wood, filler stain to

L
ROB SIMMONS
directly from your desktop computer, again without a
fax machine. An auto attendant can even be setup to
accept faxes so you can use a single phone number
for both phone and fax.
Those are easy ways for anyone to have Unified
Communications and improve your communications
experience.

Most communications with your customers are likely
over email or phone, with some holdouts hanging on
to fax. If you are looking to unify communications,
those should be the main services to address.

For people who like to fax, you can also receive
faxes to email instead of a fax machine, or send a fax

Three important reasons why it’s not the right time to
stain outside

CHRIS SCHMIDT
help cover up and extend your wood another year
or two, and anti-slip products to keep safety your
number one priority. We also carry all the tools and
products necessary to take your stain project from
start to finish. Don’t fall victim to using water-based
stains that larger stores like to sell. Remember, quality
over economy. Buying quality products allows you
to enjoy your summers to do what you want to do.
Buying cheaper products now, including water-based
stains, means more frequent maintenance. Pay now…
or pay later. Come see our many in-store displays
where we can show you what quality looks like and
how quality lasts!
Our goal is to save you time and money with our
expert advice and superior products to help you get
the job done right the first time. Customer Service
with every purchase. Guaranteed.

The Colour Shoppe Inc.
41 Morton Ave. East
519.753.3406
colourshoppeinc.com

THE START OF OUR
JOURNEY... AND OUR
NEXT STEPS

UNIFIED
COMMUNICATIONS

Your business phone (and phone number) can
be integrated with your cell phone through call
forwarding options (which is big enough to deserve
it’s own article). You already have email available on
your smartphone so having your business phone’s
voicemail sent to email makes sure that your
messages are getting to you faster, allowing you to
respond more quickly if necessary. Having an option
in your business phone voicemail to forward a call
to your cell phone also integrates the two phone
services.

pril showers bring May flowers…and more
showers! Every year around this time, the sun
starts shining more consistently, the temperatures
begin to increase, and we start to gain hope that we
have triumphed over another long, vicious winter.
Now that spring is here, people automatically assume
it is Stain Season. Unfortunately, it is too early to stain
outside.

BUSINESS COACHING

COMMUNICATIONS

The essence of UC is that multiple communication
services are integrated together to improve the
communication experience. That can be as simple
as sending voicemail to email, or as complicated as
combining video conferencing with shared interactive
whiteboards accessed through an auto attendant
that uses speech recognition to put you in the correct
conference, while broadcasting the entire thing online.
Software vendors, hardware vendors, and marketing
people like the second example. Real people like the
first.

A

Cozzmic Communications
519.756.0741
www.COZZMIC.com
facebook.com/cozzmicphone

ast July, we began this journey together
discussing how to consciously plan for
and tend to your business. As we look back
on everything that we have touched upon
we are finally ready to come to the “action”
portion. This is the part that everyone wants
to jump into right away, prior to doing any
other work. When we have a problem we
tend to want to jump into solving it; it’s what
we are used to doing.
I am an engineer. I get it. I was bred to
problem solve.
This keeps us very ‘busy’ in our business,
solving all sorts of problems. We value
“doing” as a society so much that if we don’t
have an immediate action to take then we
feel we are wasting our time. It can feel like a
struggle to slow down and mindfully assess
the situation before getting to any “doing”.
The journey we have taken together so far
has walked us through some important steps
prior to filling our “to do” list.
Are you starting to feel the pain a little
yourself? We have been talking together
for months and we haven’t really got to the
“doing” part yet. Or have we?
We have spent a lot of time gaining clarity

ANNYSE BALKWILL
on our Purpose and how we want to fulfill it.
We have created a clear Vision of where we
are going. Then we spent some time really
considering our current Community and the
one we need to make. Now, it is time to shift
into alignment with all of this work, to take
inspired action towards our vision and mostly
importantly to feel great along the way.
And so as not to jump too quickly into the
‘doing’... we will get into more about what this
looks like next month. ;)

Annyse Balkwill
Owner/Consultant
The LuminUS Group
905.599.1227
www.luminusgroup.ca

BScene is proud to offer advice from local experts for issues important to you. The advice provided is that of the participant and is not endorsed, nor does it necessarily reflect the opinion of BScene.
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
FUNCTION KEY
SOLUTIONS:
IT SOLUTIONS YOU
CAN UNDERSTAND.

S

mall businesses and home users are
not served well by the Information
Technology support industry. Often
when you buy a computer you are on your
own. It can be difficult to understand all
the software and hardware available out
there and what is best for you. What do
you do when it goes wrong? Google it?
Weeding through all the information on
the internet can be daunting.
Fortunately, we are here to fill this need.
With over 30 years experience we target
the small business and home users
offering tech support and consulting with
a smile!
For businesses, the cloud is perfectly
tailored to you. It is cheaper than buying
hardware infrastructure and easy to use
and manage on your own. What is the
Cloud? The Cloud is merely a big server
in the sky rather than a box taking up
space in your office. The advantages
are too numerous to mention but your
information will be accessible from any
place that has an Internet connection.
Your office, home, phone, laptop, desktop,
it doesn’t matter.
What about home users? What works
for a business can work for the home as
well. Just because you don’t have any
employees does not mean you do not
have important data. From email to data
to antivirus and backup. We can help get
you set up and you too can have peace

FRANCIS KOPKE
of mind that your personal data is safe,
secure and available.
We also offer help with troubleshooting.
Is your Internet down? Can’t print?
Can’t get a program to work? No job is
too small. If something is causing you
frustration, we are here to help. We will
show up at your front door to help and
ensure you are happy before we leave.
Function Key Solutions is Jebbo’s
Computers exclusive outside tech
support. And we only sell Jebbo’s
hardware. Why? For the same reason.
Solid hardware, professional setup, and a
personal guarantee that only a family run
business can provide.
Function Key and Jebbo’s, a powerful
partnership that is on your side.

Function Key Solutions
519-802-8272
www.functionkey.ca
facebook.com/
functionkeysolutions

SHOP CLOSE TO HOME,
VOTE LOCAL!
AVERY KLOSS

🔗  ShopBrantford.com

W

hile running a business based on the “Shop Local” model, I get asked a lot about
my own shopping practices. It’s always been important to me that I practice what
I preach, which means I do go to every length I can to shop locally whenever
possible. Of course, in a global world you can’t always find exactly what you need locally
- every once in a blue moon I have to order something from out of town online. When
you really make an effort it’s absolutely easy to get almost everything you need from a
local vendor. In my personal life, I use what I call the “Shop Local Target” (I’m looking for
submissions on better names, because a Google search for this term draws only ‘big box’
results) to decide how and where I spend my money.
The Shop Local Target is something I have seen some local grocery stores present as
a method for choosing which fresh product to carry. I use it as a way to guide where I
spend my money and how I source the products and services I’m searching for. Here’s the
gist: When I’m searching for something, I try to find it as close to my house as possible.
My house is the centre of the target and I ripple out from there. First I try to find what I’m
looking for in my neighbourhood at a local business, if I’m unsuccessful I move out from
there in increments of 10 kilometres. That means, if I can’t find something in Brantford,
Paris or Brant County from a locally owned shop I will drive to Cambridge, Hamilton or
Woodstock to find a locally-owned shop that has what I need. It seems like a lot of work to
do just to purchase something, but it’s really quite easy once you’re educated about what
locally-owned business are around you. I also have the benefit of being able to search
online to source something out (shameless plug - you can used ShopBrantford.com,
ShopCambridge.ca and ShopWoodstock.com to easily search for available products and
services in these centres).
If I can’t find what I’m looking for in any of those centres, I will eventually consider going to
a big box store or buying something online. Even when I am forced to shop this way, I do
it mindfully. I try to support the box stores and chains that hire local people and choose
to support our local economy. And, if I buy online I really make an effort to buy from
independently-owned businesses. Sometimes what we want is very specific, for example
I buy a natural detergent that I can’t find in Brant online through an independent shop in
Dundas. Another example, I might buy a custom-made piece of jewelry from an Etsy shop,
but I look for shops operating from Canada.
Shopping local means something a little bit different to everyone. For me it means making
purchases I feel good about by supporting local dreamers, entrepreneurs and makers. If we
appreciate a business in our community, the way we vote for them is with our dollars. So
make sure your vote is heard. I say: Vote Local.
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LANSDOWNE CHARITY MOTORCYCLE RIDE
🔗  lansdownecentre.ca

I

t is that magical time of the year! Our riders
are tuning up their bikes to venture out to the
Brantford Civic Centre to participate in the
13th annual Lansdowne Charity Motorcycle Ride.
This event is the first ride of the season for avid
riders and can attract as many as 400 riders each
year. They come and ride to support Lansdowne
Children’s Centre located here in Brantford on Mt.
Pleasant Street. The Centre is currently providing
therapeutic treatment to over 2600 local children.
They specialize in areas such as autism, speech
therapy, occupational therapy, physiotherapy and
recreation therapy. The majority of the programs
and services are funded but the Charity Motorcycle
Ride specifically raises money for the unfunded
Every Kid Counts recreation program.
What is Every Kid Counts?
The Every Kid Counts program (EKC) is an awardwinning program that was originally designed by the
staff at Lansdowne Children’s Centre in conjunction
with City of Brantford, the Boys and Girls Club, the
Y, United Way and the Brantford Family Counselling
Centre with a seed grant from the Ontario Trillium
Foundation. EKC allows children and youth with
special needs to have an equal opportunity to
participate in local recreational programs of their
choice. Most often, the child or youth will require
a Support Worker (SW). The SW will provide both
hands-on and programming support to the child,
family and recreation staff as well as aid the child in
fully participating in the provided programming.
How long has Every Kid Counts been around?
EKC is celebrating its 17th anniversary in 2017.
Since its inception, the EKC program has served
over 1,100 children and youth in our community. It
has made it possible for kids with special needs to
have the freedom of choice and the joy of inclusion
in community based programs.

Currently each year the EKC program is able to
provide 96 kids with 40 hours each of recreational
programming. Sadly, it is the reality that LCC
cannot honor all the requests they receive from the
families. We regularly have to defer or decline the
requests due to lack of funding.

Submitted photos

How many kids participate in Every Kid Counts?

What sort of programs do the kids participate in?
The freedom of choice is a wonderful thing.
Everyone should be able to try new things, challenge

themselves and make new friends. Many of our
EKC program participants have had a great time
at summer camps, playing little league, learning
to cannonball into the water at swimming lessons,
being part of Girl Guides, making new friends in
after-school programs and getting in touch with their
creative side in art class.
What do the kids get out
of it?
The benefits of recreation
and active living are
crucial for everyone – and
children and youth with
special needs are no
different. Being an active
participant...
Enhances overall
•
health and well-being.
•
Is an excellent
therapeutic tool to
restore physical,
mental and social
abilities.
•

Teaches children

and youth motor skills, social skills, and
creativity.
• Helps to develop intellectual capacities
and concepts through play and sports.
• Builds self-esteem and a positive selfimage.
Bob Caissie the founder of both the Great Northern
Ride and the Charity Motorcycle Ride continues to
work diligently to raise funds for this critical program.
Lansdowne hosts this event every each year and our
community always shows its support in sponsorship,
participation and volunteers. Visit the website www.
lansdownemotorcycleride.com to download a pledge
form. You can still collect pledges even if you are
unable to ride. Come and enjoy the event on May
13, at the Brantford Civic Centre. Registration for
riders begins at 9:00am. Cost is $30.00 for rider and
passenger pays $15.00. Riders enjoy a free breakfast
and lunch courtesy of Strodes. Music brought to you
by our own local Lucky 7. We hope to see you there
and take advantage of the Police Week activities
right next door.

facebook Twitter BSCENEPaper
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CATEGORY

ONGOING EVENTS
Walking Together • May 1 & 2

Woodland Cultural Centre

Exhibit/First Friday

UnReZerved • May 1 & 2

Woodland Cultural Centre

Exhibit/First Friday

Clean Up Week (Bagged Debris ONLY) • May 1 &2

Six Nations

Six Nations

Andil Gosine and Soheila Esfahani Exhibit • May 1-21

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

Copper Mine (The Yellow Brick Wall) • May 1-23 (M to F)

WLU (Brantford Campus), 97 Dalhousie St., Brantford

8:00 AM

Exhibit/First Friday

3D Avatar Printing (ages 10+)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

03:45 PM

Library

Couch To 5K & Wednesdays @ 6pm

Blue Track

04:30 PM

Six Nations

Drop-In Chair Yoga

White Pines Wellness - Adult Day Centre

04:30 PM

Six Nations

Trivia

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Blood Donor Clinic

Brantford and District Civic Centre

01:30 PM

Blood Donor Clinic

Excel 1 (& May 16)

Doug Snooks Eagle Place Comm. Centre

06:00 PM

Classes

Youth/Elders Arts & Craft Night

Six Nations Community Hall

06:00 PM

Six Nations

Backyard Water Gardens

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:30 PM

Library

Expanding Awareness

Six Nations Polytechnic (Brantford)

06:30 PM

Classes

8th Annual Breakfast For Champions

New Covenant Church

6:45 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

British Family History Study Group

Brant OGS Resource Centre

07:30 PM

Meeting

Glenhyrst

MONDAY, MAY 1

TUESDAY, MAY 2

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3 & THURSDAY, MAY 4
Clean Up Week (Stoves/Fridges ONLY)

Six Nations

Six Nations

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3

BSCENE
PUZZLES

Safe Food Handling

Six Nations Parks & Recreation Conference Room

8:00 AM

Six Nations

Email

Major Ballachey Public School

8:45 AM

Classes

Baby & Me (ages 0-2)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

10:30 AM

Library

Online Photo Storage & Sharing

Major Ballachey Public School

11:30 AM

Classes

Police vs. Youth Volleyball Game

Dajoh

06:00 PM

Six Nations

PAVLO - Artist in Conversation Series

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts (Main Lobby)

08:00 PM

Music/Dance

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:00 PM

Entertainment

THURSDAY, MAY 4
Windows 10 Basics

T.B. Costain/SC Johnson Comm. Centre

9:00 AM

Classes

Family Fun (ages 0-4)

Brantford Public Library (Mail Library)

10:30 AM

Library

Walk for Alzheimer’s - Brantford Walk

Brantford Sports Xcelerator Centre

12:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Brantford Poetry Workshop

Brantford Public Library (Mail Library)

06:30 PM

Library

Little Picassos

Brantford Public Library (Mail Library)

06:30 PM

Library

DT Concert Series: Bill & Joel Plaskett w Mayhemingways

Dominion Telegraph Event Centre

07:00 PM

Music/Dance

Steven Elmo Murphy

Buck’s Tavern

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Grace Gallery’s First Friday: Anniversary Edition

Grace Gallery

05:30 PM

Exhibits/First Friday

Youth Talent & Recognition Night

Six Nations Community Hall

06:00 PM

Six Nations

When Dreams Come True

Sydenham-Heritage United Church

07:00 PM

Plays/Ballet etc.

Brantford Open Stage

Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre

08:00 PM

Music

Chris Strei on Stage

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

Myra’s Bar & Grill (Best Western)

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Alfie Smith

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Tanya Marie Harris

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment

FRIDAY, MAY 5

SATURDAY, MAY 6

SUDOKU
How To Play:
Complete the grid so each column, row and 3 X 3
box (with bold borders) contains every number 1
to 9.
Difficulty Level : 1
Used with permission from
http://en.top-sudoku.com
For solution see page 14

May PET Wellness Clinics - Rabies

Public Works

Blood Donor Clinic

Branlyn Community Centre

8:30 AM

Six Nations
Blood Donor Clinic

Iridology Reading w complimentary Salt Treatment

Tip Top Health Shoppe & Crystal Salt Spa

10:30 AM

Sports/Fitness/Health

Murdoch Mysteries Author Maureen Jennings

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

01:00 PM

Library

Tyler Wilson (Acoustic Cafe)

The Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

When Dreams Come Ture

Sydenham-Heritage United Church

02:00 PM

Plays/Ballet etc.

Breath of Fresh Air Talent Show

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Karaoke with DeDe or Brad

Branch 90 Legion

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Grand Bayou

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Shakey D Band

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke with Eric Allen

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment

Acoustic Brunch

Devlin’s Advocate

11:00 AM

Entertainment

Amtgard

Mohawk Park

11:00 AM

Amtgard

Annual Bowl-a-thon (for Special Olympics Brantford)

Echo Bowl

11:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Walk for Alzheimer’s - Brant County Walk

Syl Apps Arena

12:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Paint Night

Myra’s Bar & Grill (Best Western)

04:00 PM

Entertainment

Songwriter’s Acoustic Showcase

The Coach House Stage, Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

06:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Community Gardening: A Hands-on Introduction

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

02:00 PM

Library

3D Avatar Printing (ages 10+)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

03:45 PM

Library

Drop-In Chair Yoga

White Pines Wellness - Adult Day Centre

04:30 PM

Six Nations

Brantford Writers’ Circle Meeting

Thorpe Brothers Funeral Home Carriage House

07:00 PM

Meeting

Trivia

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Spring Sale: Cambrie’s Little Boxes

Grace Anglican Church

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

iPad - Beyond the Basics

Doug Snooks Eagle Place Comm. Centre

12:00 PM

Classes

SUNDAY, MAY 7

MONDAY, MAY 8

TUESDAY, MAY 9

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10
Word 1 (& May 17)

Major Ballachey Public School

8:45 AM

Classes

Baby & Me (ages 0-2)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

10:30 AM

Library
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Android Tablets

Major Ballachey Public School

11:30 AM

Classes

How Well Do You Know Adelaide Hoodless?

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

02:30 PM

Library

Smartphone Basics - Level 1

County of Brant Public Library (Burford)

06:00 PM

Classes

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Family Fun (ages 0-4)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

10:30 AM

Library

Smartphone Basics - Level 2

County of Brant Public Library (Burford)

06:00 PM

Classes

Website Creation

T.B. Costain/SC Johnson Comm. Centre

06:00 PM

Classes

Little Picassos

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:30 PM

Library

Separate Beds (Stage 88)

NPC, Gordon Paynter Theatre

08:00 PM

Plays/Ballet etc.

Nolan Hubbard

Buck’s Tavern

09:00 PM

Entertainment

THURSDAY, MAY 11

FRIDAY, MAY 12
Lets Make A Fairy Garden

Gahwajiya’’de’ Detenatgwa’ta’

9:30 AM

Six Nations

When Dreams Come True

Sydenham-Heritage United Church

07:00 PM

Plays/Ballet etc.

Jesus Christ Superstar

St. Pius X Parish

07:30 PM

Plays/Ballet etc.

Separate Beds (Stage 88)

NPC, Gordon Paynter Theatre

08:00 PM

Plays/Ballet etc.

Mike Brennan on Stage

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Brandon Corke

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Felicia McMinn Band

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment

SATURDAY, MAY 13

Br an tfo rd Bl oo m s

Florist

344 Colborne St. Brantford
226.250.3121
info@brantfordblooms.com
www.brantfordblooms.com

Happy
Mother’s Day

May PET Wellness Clinics - Rabies

Public Works

Garage Sale Fundraiser

Hope Reformed Christian School

7:00 AM

Six Nations
Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Annual Spring Cleanup

Personal Computer Museum

8:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Charity Motorcycle Ride (Lansdowne Children’s Centre)

Brantford & District Civic Centre

9:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Acrylic Painting Workshop

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

10:00 AM

Glenhyrst Art Gallery

iPad Basics

Woodman Park Community Centre

10:00 AM

Classes

Bob A’Luey (Acoustic Cafe)

The Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

When Dreams Come True

Sydenham-Heritage United Church

02:00 PM

Plays/Ballet etc.

Get Your Game On! (ages 16+)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

03:00 PM

Library

A Night of Comedy (BGA Parents Association)

Brantford Polish Hall

06:00 PM

Entertainment

Brantford Celebrates Canada 150

The Coach House, Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

07:30 PM

Music/Dance

Jesus Christ Superstar

St. Pius X Parish

07:30 PM

Plays/Ballet etc.

Karaoke with DeDe or Brad

Branch 90 Legion

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Separate Beds (Stage 88)

NPC, Gordon Paynter Theatre

08:00 PM

Plays/Ballet etc.

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Grand Bayou

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Steve Murphy

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke with Eric Allen

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment

Special Mother’s Day Brunch

Devlin’s Advocate

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Mother’s Day Brunch

Best Western Hotel (Grand Ballroom)

10:30 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Amtgard

Mohawk Park

11:00 AM

Amtgard

Jesus Christ Superstar

St. Pius X Parish

02:00 PM

Plays/Ballet etc.

Mother’s Day Dinner Buffet

Myra’s Bar & Grill (Best Western)

05:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke with Janice

Colby’s Billiards

09:00 PM

Entertainment

3D Avatar Printing (ages 10+)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

03:45 PM

Library

Science Odyssey Discovery and Innovation

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

04:00 PM

Library

Drop-In Chair Yoga

White Pines Wellness - Adult Day Centre

04:30 PM

Six Nations

The Amazing Race Spring Edition

White Pines Wellness Centre Parking Lot

05:00 PM

Six Nations

Trivia

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Science Odyssey Discovery and Innovation

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

04:00 PM

Library

Smart Estate Planning & Giving Seminar

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

05:30 PM

Library

Creative Support Circle (CSC)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:00 PM

Meeting

Expanding Awareness

Six Nations Polytechnic (Brantford)

06:30 PM

Classes

SUNDAY, MAY 14

MONDAY, MAY 15

TUESDAY, MAY 16

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17
Safe Food Handling

Six Nations Parks & Recreation Conference Room

8:00 AM

Six Nations

Baby & Me (ages 0-2)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

10:30 AM

Library

Smartphone Basics - Level 1

Major Ballachey Public School

12:00 PM

Classes

Voices of Showtime

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

Science Odyssey Discovery and Innovation

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

04:00 PM

Library

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:00 PM

Entertainment

More of Windows 10

T.B. Costain/SC Johnson Comm. Centre

9:00 AM

Classes

May is Museum Month Open House (Brant Museum
Crawl)

Bell Homestead National Historic Site

9:30 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Family History Study Group

Brant OGS Resource Centre

10:00 AM

Meeting

Family Fun (ages 0-4)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

10:30 AM

Library

Science Odyssey Discovery and Innovation

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

04:00 PM

Library

Cyber Safety

County of Brant Public Library (Paris)

06:00 PM

Classes

Little Picassos

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:30 PM

Library

A Tour of the Mohawk Institute

Woodland Cultural Centre

07:00 PM

Woodland Cultural Centre

Ontario 150 Launch Event w Elton Rohn

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Caleb Turgeon

Buck’s Tavern

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Open House (Brant Museum Crawl)

Canadian Military Heritage Museum

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Brantford Open Stage

Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre

08:00 PM

Music

Suburban Standoff (Paris Performers’ Theatre)

Paris Fairgrounds

08:00 PM

Plays, Ballet etc.

Chris Strei on Stage

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

THURSDAY, MAY 18

Copy Writing
Media Relations
Publicity
Training & Workshops
M.C. & Voice Over Services

FRIDAY, MAY 19

Check out roundtablepr.com • 519.756.7636 • yvonne@roundtablepr.com
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Karaoke

Myra’s Bar & Grill (Best Western)

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Siren Song

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment

SATURDAY, MAY 20
BBQ & Sale (Special Olympics Brantford)

Staples

9:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Grand Opening

Tansley’s Coffee Emporium (St. George)

01:00 PM

Grand Opening

Caleb Turgeon (Acoustic Cafe)

The Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

Historical Walking Tours of St. George (Brant Museum
Crawl)

South Dumfries Historical Society

02:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Karaoke with DeDe or Brad

Branch 90 Legion

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Suburban Standoff (Paris Performers’ Theatre)

Paris Fairgrounds

08:00 PM

Paris, Ballet etc.

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

BarCode

OLG Casino Brantford

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Grand Bayou

09:00 PM

Entertainment

The Rebneys

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke with Eric Allen

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment

SUNDAY, MAY 21
Amtgard

Mohawk Park

11:00 AM

Acoustic Brunch

Devlin’s Advocate

11:00 AM

Amtgard
Entertainment

Suburban Standoff (Paris Performers’ Theatre)

Paris Fairgrounds

02:00 PM

Plays, Ballet etc.

Paint Night

Myra’s Bar & Grill (Best Western)

04:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

07:00 PM

Entertainment

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

MONDAY, MAY 22
Trivia
TUESDAY, MAY 23
Preserving our HERitage: History from the Womyn’s
Perspective

Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Homestead NHS & Brant
Museum & Archives

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Safe Shopping Online

Doug Snooks Eagle Place Comm. Centre

12:00 PM

Classes

Expanding Awareness

Six Nations Polytechnic (Brantford)

06:30 PM

Classes

13

93 Dalhousie St. Brantford
519-304-4568

Daily Specials
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.





Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.






$15 Perch Dinners
$2 Fresh Oysters, $6 Rotational Tap Pints
$10 OFF Premium Bottles Wine, $5 OFF House Wine
& $12 Mussels
1/2 Price Wings
Live Music, $10 Nachos after 9, $15 Fish & Chips
Live Music, $10 Nachos after 9, $4.50 Bar Rail
$5 Caesars, Sun. Brunch Buffet 11-2 $17.50 &
$20 10oz. Sirloin Steak Dinners

Email: ryandevlin@devlinsadvocate.com
Follow Us on Facebook to Stay In the Know @devlinsadvocate

WEDNESDAY, MAY 24
Website Creation

Major Ballachey Public School

8:45 AM

Classes

Open Tours

Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Baby & Me (ages 0-2)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

10:30 AM

Library

Smartphone Basics - Level 2

Major Ballachey Public School

11:30 AM

Classes

A Tour of the Mohawk Institute

Woodland Cultural Institute

07:00 PM

Woodland Cultural Centre

Guitar Society of Brantford presents Marko Feri

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant - Main Gallery

07:30 PM

Music/Dance

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Chiefswood National Historic Site Open House (Brant
Museum Crawl)

Chiefswood National Historic Site

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Open House Family History Research Day (Brant
Museum Crawl)

Brant OGS Resource Centre

10:00 AM

Meeting

Family Fun (ages 0-4)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

10:30 AM

Library

3rd Annual Food Truck Rally

Cedarland School

05:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Communicate Effectively

T.B. Costain/SC Johnson Comm. Centre

06:00 PM

Classes

Hot Docs at the Library!

Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris)

06:00 PM

Libraary

Little Picassos

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:30 PM

Library

Suburban Standoff (Paris Performers’ Theatre)

Paris Fairgrounds

08:00 PM

Plays, Ballet etc.

Paul Aggressie

Buck’s Tavern

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Generations: “Memories of our Elders”

Woodland Cultural Centre

04:30 PM

Woodland Cultural Centre

Chandler Berardi on Stage

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

11th Annual Drive to Survive Charity Golf Tournament

The Oaks of St. George Golf Course

10:30 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Suburban Standoff (Paris Performers’ Theatre)

Paris Fairgrounds

08:00 PM

Plays, Ballet etc.

The Corduroys

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Twisted Sister

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment

THURSDAY, MAY 25

FRIDAY, MAY 26

MAY 27 to JULY 23 excluding Saturdays
The View from Here: Selections for Glenhyrst’s Permanent Collection

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

Glenhyrst

SATURDAY, MAY 27
May PET Wellness Clinics - Rabies

Public Works

22nd Annual Barn Sale (Brant Museum Crawl)

Bell Homestead National Historic Site

7:30 AM

Six Nations
Comm. Event/Fundraiser

15th Annual GIANT Warehouse Sale

Lion’s Park Arena, Brantford

8:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Ogwadeni:deo Friendship Golf Tournament

Monthill Golf and Country Club

8:30 AM

Six Nations

iPad - Beyond the Basics

Woodman Park Community Centre

10:00 AM

Classes

Paris Historical Walking Tour (Brant Museum Crawl)

Paris Museum & Historical Society

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Open House: Life in Paris,
Celebrating Paris in Canada’s 150th

Paris Museum & Historical Society

01:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Generations: “Memories of our Elders”

Woodland Cultural Centre

02:00 PM

Woodland Cultural Centre

Jimmy Collins (Acoustic Cafe)

The Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

First Nations Art Opening Reception
(Brant Museum Crawl)

Woodland Cultural Centre

07:00 PM

Woodland Cultural Centre

Karaoke with DeDe or Brad

Branch 90 Legion

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Suburban Standoff (Paris Performers’ Theatre)

Paris Fairgrounds

08:00 PM

Plays, Ballet etc.

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Harmony Houndz

Colby’s Billiards

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Grand Bayou

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Less Than Three

Devlin’s Advocate

09:00 PM

Entertainment

BarCode

Frankie’s Hometown Tavern

09:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke with Eric Allen

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment

SUNDAY, MAY 28
Jim Walsh Bike Ride for Kids with Cancer

Knights of Columbus Hall

9:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Acoustic Brunch

Devlin’s Advocate

11:00 AM

Entertainment

Amtgard

Mohawk Park

11:00 AM

Amtgard

Family Arts Day (Brant Museum Crawl)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

11:00 AM

Glenhyrst

Happy

Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network
of Engaged Community Members
Jason Freeze jason@bscene.ca 222.802.2299
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EVENT NAME

LOCATION

START TIME

CATEGORY

Generations: “Memories of our Elders”

Woodland Cultural Centre

02:00 PM

Woodland Cultural Centre

Notes Across the Nation

Brant Community Church

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

Suburban Standoff (Paris Performers’ Theatre)

Paris Fairgrounds

02:00 PM

Plays, Ballet etc.

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Spring Concert w Guest Artists WindWerx

New Covenant Church

07:30 PM

Music/Dance

Karaoke with Janice

Colby’s Billiards

09:00 PM

Entertainment

NFB Film Club: Limit is the Sky

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

02:00 PM

Library

Drop-In Chair Yoga

White Pines Wellness - Adult Day Centre

04:30 PM

Six Nations

NFB Film Club: Limit is the Sky

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:00 PM

Library

Trivia

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Mayor’s Speaker Series Luncheon The Music Cities Initiative

Brantford Golf and Country Club

12:00 PM

Meeting

Big Band on Broadway

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

Android Tablets

Doug Snooks Eagle Place Comm. Centre

06:00 PM

Classes

Expanding Awareness

Six Nations Polytechnic (Brantford)

06:30 PM

Classes

MONDAY, MAY 29

TUESDAY, MAY 30

Be seen with

BSCENE

A LOOK BACK AT APRIL THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

PARIS MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL
Saturday, April 18 2017

DENISE KINCHSULAR

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31
Safe Food Handling

Six Nations Parks & Recreation Conference Room

8:00 AM

Six Nations

Social Media 101

Major Ballachey Public School

8:45 AM

Classes

PowerPoint

Major Ballachey Public School

11:30 AM

Classes

04:30 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Water Tower Design Contest
Hot Docs at the Library!

Cty. of Brant Public Library (St. George)

06:00 PM

Library

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:00 PM

Entertainment

JUNE 1 to JUNE 30
Art Displays (deaf/blind students)

Sanderson Centre, Warmingtons Bistro, Mash Paddle
Brewery, The Blue Dog

Exhibit/First Friday

THURSDAY, JUNE 1
Blood Donor Clinic

Burford Fairgrounds

03:00 PM

Blood Donor Clinic

14th Annual Adult Spelling Bee

Six Nations Polytechnic (Brantford Campus)

06:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

100 Guys Brantford

Brantford Golf & Country Club

06:30 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Brantford Open Stage

Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre

08:00 PM

Music

The Bob Marley All-Star Show

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

08:00 PM

Music/Dance

Blood Donor Clinic

Branlyn Community Centre

8:30 AM

Blood Donor Clinic

5th Annual Motorcycle Ride (Cancer)

Scotland Masonic Lodge, Oakland

9:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Soap Box Derby - reg. 8am (Springtime In Paris)

Broadway St. W, Paris

9:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Opening Ceremonies etc. (Springtime In Paris)

Lions Park, Paris

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Paris Optimist Craft Show and Market Place
(Springtime In Paris)

Lions Park, Paris

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Canada 150 Comm. Parade & Concert

Downtown Brantford & Harmony Square

04:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Karaoke with DeDe or Brad

Branch 90 Legion

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Grand Bayou

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Springtime In Paris - pancake breakfast @ 10am

Lions Park, Paris

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Paris Optimist Craft Show and Market Place

Lions Park, Paris

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Acoustic Brunch

Devlin’s Advocate

11:00 AM

Entertainment

Amtgard

Mohawk Park

11:00 AM

Amtgard

Numerology & Tarot Workshop

Mistico Mimi Wellness Centre

12:00 PM

Class

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Drop-In Chair Yoga

White Pines Wellness - Adult Day Centre

04:30 PM

Six Nations

Trivia

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Blood Donor Clinic

Brantford and District Civic Centre

01:30 PM

Blood Donor Clinic

British Family History Study Group

Brant OGS Resource Centre

07:30 PM

Meeting

The Rose & Thistle

08:00 PM

Entertainment

FRIDAY, JUNE 2

SATURDAY, JUNE 3

SUNDAY, JUNE 4

MONDAY, JUNE 5

TUESDAY, JUNE 6

WEDNESSDAY, JUNE 7
Karaoke

BABY
BUMPS
THE NEW MOMMY MAGAZINE
Watch for Baby Bumps coming soon in BScene!

SOLUTION
to our Sudoku puzzle (Page 11)

facebook Twitter BSCENEPaper

MAY 2017

THE MUCH ANTICIPATED
NIGHT’S BETRAYALS
IS HERE!

“Night’s Betrayals,” will be the main highlight of
the afternoon. “Night’s Betrayals” opens a can
of worms for the vampire leader, Count Basarab
Musat, and it is one that will not be so easily dealt
with … Samara, the temptress, while grieving the
loss of her betrothed, Ákos, seeks solace in the
arms of her lover, Lajos, but she is not the only
one Lajos is in bed with … Mia, who is in love
with Santan, heir to the vampire throne––to what
extend will she go to ensure she sits by his side
… Ildiko, still stinging from Basarab’s constant
rejection of making her his queen, decides to find
another route to the throne … Dracula has sat
in Basarab’s shadow long enough––after all, he
should be the true leader of the vampire world,
and it is time … Basarab learns of the deceit
and betrayals under his roof. Plus a murder, and
Basarab’s promise to bring the culprit to vampire
justice. Little does the count know what that is
going to mean!
In 2016, Mary released nine bilingual children’s
books––the Just Imagine Children’s Stories/
Histoires pour enfants. These delightful books
are more than just a story; they have pictures to
colour, questions, keywords, and pages to create

a story. Due to the popular demand of bilingual
books, all nine titles are now being released in full
colour, as well!
Also, in 2016, Mary released: a second short
story collection, Mysteries From the Keys; a
fifth poetry book, picking up the pieces; and
a re-release of A 20th Century Portia. These
books will be available on June 11th as well.
An added surprise to the June 11th launch
... during NaNoWriMo (National Novel Writing
Month) in 2009, Mary penned a mystery novel
– Are You Listening to Me? This book will
be debuted on June 11th, along with all the
other titles. What happens when a paranoid
delusional individual, Camden, loses complete
control? And, when he moves next door to an
overzealous orange tabby cat by the name of
Toby, a feline detective, does Camden stand a
chance of keeping his dark deeds a secret? Set
in Brantford, Ontario, Are You Listening to Me?
is a murder mystery with a comedic twist!
Mary prides herself in keeping her books
All-Canadian. The books are locally published
by Cavern of Dreams Publishing www.
cavernofdreams.com, and Mary works with Brant
Service Press, Ball Media, and local Canadian
artists and translators.
For further details, check out
facebook.com/events/1510844912313674/
or contact Mary at mary@writerontherun.ca. To
browse the titles ahead of time, visit her website
www.writerontherun.ca

Submitted photos

Finally! What everyone has been waiting for! The
fifth book in the “Night’s Vampire Series” (set in
Brantford, ON at Yate’s Castle) – Night’s Betrayals
– due for release June 11, 2017. Mary M.
Cushnie-Mansour, your “Writer on the Run,” will be
holding a huge book extravaganza from 2 to 4:30
at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 12 Catharine
Avenue, Brantford, ON.

15

16 BSCENE.ca

Entertainment & Community Guide

A LOOK BACK
JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz
facebook @jjackowetz

Brantford in
the 1950’s
D

uring the 19th century, Brantford
led Ontario in expanding municipal
services for its residents and had
a well-developed infrastructure of
city services. It was able to do this because
the early civic leaders under-stood they were
in competition with newly developing cities
and towns to attract capital and settlers.
They reckoned that a progressive and
modern town would be an attractive place
to settle and invest. However, by the end of
the First World War, Brantford needed to be
rebuilt and modernised. In addition, demand
for new services continued. Providing
funding for these services while keeping
taxes low re-quired compromise
By the mid-20th century, Brantford’s
standing as a leading and progressive
municipality in Ontario and Canada began to
diminish. The depression and war years had
taken their toll on City services as the funding levels had not kept pace with demand
and routine maintenance. The continued
postponement of needed expenditures
by municipal governments during these
periods only delayed the inevitable. The
baby boom that started after the war further
compounded the situation as demand for
school space and City services soared. A
perfect storm hit Brantford.

regarding the replacement of the bridge
were renewed in 1951 and an agreement
was reached in 1954. The 1955 annexation
put the bridge within the City limits. In
1957, it was decided to build the bridge
at a 45-degree angle rather than at right
angles as per the original bridge. Land was
purchased from the Ontario School for the
Blind to accommodate this change and in
August 1959 traffic began travelling over the
new bridge.
In 1957, the Brantford and Suburban
Planning Board had determined that the
Lorne Bridge was no long-er adequate to
carry the increasing amount of traffic using
the bridge and that within five years the
traffic congestion would be unbearable.
The Board recommended a new bridge
be located upstream of the Lorne Bridge,
however, a 1958 consultant’s report
recommended that a new bridge be
constructed one-half mile downstream of
the Lorne Bridge. This bridge was eventually
built as part the Brantford South-ern Access
Route, now known as the Veterans’ Memorial
Parkway. The bridge opened to traffic in
1972.

Highways and Railways
Around the turn of the 20th-century, the
Grand Trunk Railway acquired land north of
the City to con-struct a bypass to divert their
freight trains around the City rather than
travelling through the City. When the Grand
Trunk commenced work to excavate and
grade the right-of-way the railway discovered
a high water table which rendered the land
useless as a rail right-of-way. The ground
turned to quicksand as it was excavated.
In 1947, at the behest of William Henry
Summerhayes, the chair of the Brantford
and Suburban Planning Board, discussions
between Brantford Township and the
Canadian National Railway, the successor
to the Grand Trunk, began to acquire
the railway’s right-of-way. Negotiations
concluded in 1954 for Brantford Township
to acquire the abandoned right-of-way. The
right-of-way ended up in the City after the
1955 annexation of Township lands. The
intention was to build a highway to carry
through traffic away from the centre of

FitzJohn Coach of Canada In 1949, FitzJohn Coach of Canada was established by the FitzJohn Coach Company
of Muskegon, Michigan, in an old hangar at the Brantford Airport. General Motors could not keep up with the post
war demand for city buses, thus allowing smaller companies like FitzJohn to fill the void. The company started off
strong in Brantford but faded after 1952. In 1958 the facility was sold to Blue Bird, allowing Blue Bird to expand into
Canada. FitzJohn produced a total of 197 buses at the Brantford facility.

Brantford and to open up the north end to
residential and industrial de-velopment. In
1959, the Department of Highways agreed
to build a limited-access expressway along
this route; the projected cost was $4 million.
In 1958, the City began to plan for the
Brantford Expressway, later to be known as
the Brantford Southern Access Route.

this line commenced on 1-January-1878.
On Saturday 25-September-1954, the last
Toronto, Hamilton & Buffalo passenger train
left Brantford for Hamilton, ending 59 years
of passenger service on the line. The freight
office moved to the closed passenger
station until the station building was sold in
1969.

In November 1949, the Echo Place
Association asked City Council to build a
road along the Brantford Hamilton Electric
Radial Railway right-of-way to provide
another route into town. This request would
result in the construction of Glenwood Drive.

On Saturday 23-April-1955, the Lake Erie &
Northern Railway made its final passenger
service run be-tween Galt and Port Dover.
On 25-April, Canada Coach Lines began
bus service over this route. The sta-tion
remained vacant after passenger service
was discontinued and was demolished in
1958. Passenger service had long been
unprofitable for the railway but their requests
to end passenger service was con-tinually
denied by the Canadian Transportation
Commission. In order to hasten the demise
of the service, train schedules were
purposefully set to frustrate the travelling
public especially with respect to connections between the Lake Erie & Northern
line with that of the Grand River Railway
which travelled be-tween Brantford, through
Galt, to Kitchener. With the popularity of
the automobile it was only a matter of
time before passenger rail service was
discontinued.

Highways 2 and 53 between Brantford and
Hamilton was a very busy two-lane concrete
highway. The concrete surface was laid in
1929. In the summer of 1950, the highway
was widened to four lanes from the junction
of Highway 54 to the county line. A second
bridge over Fairchild Creek for east-bound
traffic was added at this time. A few years
later the four-lane highway was extended
to Binkley’s Corners, at the junction of
Highways 2 and 8 near Hamilton.
Passenger train service between Brantford
and Tillsonburg on CNR’s Burford
subdivision, formerly the Brantford, Norfolk
& Port Burwell Railway ended on Saturday
24-April-1954 when mixed train M328/
M329 made their final runs. Rail service on

The Brantford we are familiar with today
began to take shape during the 1950s.
In last month’s column, Part 1, I wrote about
City Council, the Boundary Adjustment,
Market Square, Downtown, the Transit
service, Housing, Black Sunday 24
September-1950, Edward Barbarian,
enlarge-ment of the War Memorial and
the modernisation of the Police and Fire
departments.

Street Name Changes
In 1958, a few street names were changed.
St. George Road was renamed King George
Road to avoid con-fusion with St. George
Street. Brant Street in West Brant was
changed to Sherwood Drive to avoid confusion with Brant Avenue. Burford Road was
changed to Colborne Street West.

Bridges
The need to replace the Ava Road bridge
that crossed over the CNR tracks and
connected Brant Ave with Paris Road was
identified as early as 1924. Although the
bridge was an important thoroughfare
into Brantford, the bridge was in Brantford
Township. Canadian National Railways was
also difficult to nego-tiate with. Discussions

Passenger train service on Canadian
National Railway’s Buffalo & Lake Huron
Railway line between Fort Erie, through
Brantford, to Stratford, was discontinued in
23-April-1960.

Industrial Developments
Ava Road Bridge The dashed line identifies the proposed route of the new bridge to cross the Canadian National
Railway’s mainline tracks connecting Brant Ave with Paris Road. The new bridge opened in 1959.

The City’s economy was closely tied to
farm implements and textiles. After the post
war boom, the ma-nufacturing economy
began to settle down. As the fifties wore on,
lay-offs began to mount, by 1954 Brantford
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was the hardest hit community in Canada
with over 4,000 people looking for work, in a
City of 52,000. Employment began to slowly
improve and in 1959 Massey-Ferguson’s
employment peaked, just below the record
levels of 1950, and Cockshutt’s situation
was also vastly improved.
Massey-Harris built a new foundry, named
the M Foundry, at its Verity complex in 1950.
In August 1953, Massey-Harris merged
with Harry Ferguson Companies to form
Massey-Harris-Ferguson. The name was
shortened to Massey-Ferguson in 1958. In
1956, the company purchased 118 acres of
land on Park Road North and Henry Street
as a reserve to eventually replace some
of its older factories. In 1960, all production at Massey-Ferguson’s Market Street
complex was discontinued and all personnel
were laid-off. Dur-ing the 1950s, Massey’s
began to build factories in other countries
and it became cheaper to manufac-ture the
products produced at the Market Street
factory overseas. The Market Street complex
was one of the original Massey-Harris plants.
The complexed was razed except for the
warehouse at the north end of the property.
The Brantford and District Civic Centre
would eventually be built on the site.
Cockshutt faced a different situation. The
stock of the company was undervalued. The
company kept large reserves of working
capital and cash to self-finance its expansion
and thus paid small dividends. The company
carried no debt. English Transcontinental,
backed by American investors, began buying
Cock-shutt stock at depressed levels. By
1958, they had amassed over thirty percent
of the company’s stock and demanded a
reorganisation of the Cockshutt Board with
English Transcontinental in control. The
beginning of the end for Cockshutt began.
The value of the company was less than the
sum of its parts. The great dismantling and

17

Street, closed as the company consolidated
its opera-tions in Toronto. Universal Cooler,
located at 146 Sherwood Drive, shut
down minutes before signing a new labour
contract with the United Auto Workers, citing
difficult union negotiations and poor expansion opportunities. The company moved
to Barrie. Copeland Refrigeration Company
moved into the va-cated factory.

Labour

Expositor Building In 1950 the Expositor built a modern addition onto the west end of their existing building.
When the $180,000 addition was completed the cupola and corner entrance would be re-moved.

liquidation of the company would begin in
1960.
Changes at Brantford Cordage were
also underway. The United Auto Workers
organised the workforce and the family
atmosphere at the plant began to dissolve.
The UAW demands were greater than a
textile oriented union more familiar with the
industry made. It was clear to C.L. Messecar,
owner and manager of the factory, that the
union demands would disrupt the delicate
balance of the cost structure of his business.
Messecar sold the business to the Gairdner
Group in Toronto, who combined it with Davis
Leather Company of Newmarket, to form
Tancord Industries. It was purely a financial
play, to use the tax losses accumulated
at Davis Leather to offset the profits from
Brantford Cordage. Davis Leather closed
down three years after the amalgamation.
In 1953, Gates Rubber announced plans to
build a factory in Brantford; two years later
it announced plans to triple the size of the

Canadian Car and Foundry plant on Usher St. It began as the Pratt and Letchworth Foundry in 1905. Pratt and
Letchworth was a Buffalo based company. Canadian Car and Foundry purchased the plant dur-ing WWI. The
foundry closed in 1952 and was demolished. The building marked A, the old pattern shop, is the only remaining
building of this complex. It is now the location of Board of Your Flooring.

plant. A.G. Spalding and Brothers announced
in February 1954 that they would build a new
plant in West Brant. The Brantford Screw
Company purchased 50 acres in West Brant
for a plant expansion at their Colborne Street
West and Welsh Street facility. Canadian
Westinghouse moved its radio and television
division to the City in 1954. In 1959, Harding
Carpets announced a major expansion to its
Holmedale plant.
The Koehring Company of Cleveland bought
the Waterous Company and brought the
production of cranes
and excavators to
Brantford. In 1957,
Koehring’s closed the
foundry, dropped the
sawmill equipment line
of products and sold off
the boiler products line.
In 1959, an addition to
the factory was made
to accommodate the
production of large
forestry operations
equipment.

Labour relations in the 1950s were not too
tumultuous. A major strike at Cockshutt was
averted in May 1950 with the assistance of
the Ontario Labour Minister. The U.A.W. was
able to get the work week re-duced to 40
hours per week from 45 hours and provide
fully funded pensions.
A strike at Harding Carpets, located at 85
Morrell Street, began on 23-August-1956
and lasted for 91 days. The Canadian
Textile Council was seeking reduced
weekly hours without a reduction in pay, an
improved pension plan, and better medical
coverage. There were verbal and physical
confrontations on the picket line. Police
were called to the picket line on a number of
occasions. Violence peaked on 23-October
when 40 policemen clashed with strikers
who were supported by members from other
unions, when they tried to clear the picket
line to allow people to leave the plant. In

Announcements of
new plant openings
and expansions were
accompanied by plant
Slingsby Manufacturing Company Ltd Started by William Slingsby, a
closings. In 1952, the
Yorkshireman, in 1872.The compa-ny grew from 15 employees to over
Canadian Car and
800 by 1947. The plant was located on Grand River Avenue at the foot of
Foundry malleable iron
St Paul Avenue. Canadian Celanese of Montreal acquired the company on
foundry on Usher Street
13-February-1959.
was deemed surplus by
its owner Avro Canada and production
the end, workers received a pay raise and
was moved to Montreal. The company’s
improved pension and medical coverage,
buildings were quickly demolished and
but not a reduced work week.
the land was sold to the CNR who built rail
At Robbins & Myers, located at 58 Morrell
sidings. In 1959, Slingsby Manufacturing
Street, workers struck over wages and hours
Company, lo-cated at 270 Grand River
of work issues in 1959. This strike lasted 16
Avenue, suspended its operations putting
weeks.
300 people out of work. Brantford Washing
Machine Company, located at 16-18 Grey
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EASTER AT ADDIES

April 15, 2017 at Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Homestead
National Historic Site

DEAN ELLIS / DELLISART
The annual Children’s Easter Celebration
took place on April 15th at Adelaide Hunter
Hoodless Homestead National Historic Site
and it was a fantastic day for it.
There were cars parked along both sides
of the road as far as you could see, with
hundreds of people there to enjoy the fine
weather and the festivities. It was a sight to
be seen.
Make sure to Be Seen on the search for your
Easter Eggs at next year’s event!
Story & photos by Dean Ellis

EASTER EGG HUNT
at Myrtelville House, Saturday, April 15

DENISE KINCHSULAR
On Saturday, April 15th, Mrytleville Museum held their
annual Easter Egg Hunt.
The cool weather and light rain, did not dampen the
excitement of all of the anxious children from running
to collect the eggs for their bags and baskets. They
were scurrying everywhere in the hopes they would
find a golden egg for a special surprise. We were lucky
enough to even have the Easter Bunny in attendance, to
the delight of the small children.
Face painting and crafts were available for all ages, and
tours were held of the house for interested people to
learn more about the museum.
Make sure to Be Seen collecting your Easter Eggs at
next year’s hunt!
Story and Photography by: Denise Kinchsular

facebook Twitter BSCENEPaper
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WHY
RIDE?
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Into our twenties, many made the switch to the automobile, pushing bikes to
the back of the garage. Plenty of us still weren’t ready for cars, or enjoyed the
exercise component of cycling, and continued to commute by bicycle. This is
where we earned hero status. “You ride your bike all year ‘round?!” Or lunatic
status. “You ride your bike all year ‘round?!” Again, ever been on a date via bike?
Some of us really got into the exercise side of biking and started to train and
compete against each other, furthering the hero and lunatic statuses. Our
machines became expensive works of titanium, aluminum and carbon fiber. No
matter, it’s what we did.
Then there remains the bulk of us. For most, life got busy. Forty hour work
weeks, children and mortgages. The activity that we once cherished was set
aside in favour of other
pursuits. Children grew
as did our waistlines.
We morphed out of our
lean, fit shapes into a
more aerodynamic one,
round. Interestingly
enough, our bikes
sat in the basement,
retaining the original
shape that they were
manufactured in.

JULIAN COLE

Instagram brantfordcyclepath
facebook brantfordcyclepath
🔗 brantfordcyclepath.ca

T

here’s a bike shop saying that goes like this. “Everyone rides for their
own reasons.” It’s true. Who can’t remember those fledgling days of
learning to ride as children? Red Bull gives us wings? I beg to differ. A
bicycle gave us wings. It broadened our world to include the corner store and
the park. Liberation.
As teens, bikes were our wheels. We formed social lives. Rode to each others
houses. They allowed us to begin our first jobs, which brought us a new kind of
freedom. Financial independence! A bike took the strain off of not affording a
car. Ever been on a date via bike?

The greatest thing
about bicycling is that
our bikes will be waiting
for us when we decide
to return to them. Why
not ride?
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M

ay is a tremendously busy month for Theatre
in Brantford and Brant County with several
groups competing for audiences, in three
cases on the same weekend. Mind you the audience
for a show like When Dreams Come True may be
different from Jesus Christ Superstar, which may be
different yet again from Separate Beds.

A Whimsical Look at When Dreams
Come True
What would happen if a rather muddled, whose magic
isn’t what it used to be, Fairy Godmother dropped
her book of fairy tales in the middle of trying to tell
the classic tale of Cinderella, scattering its pages?
Well, there is a chance that in the reassembling of
said pages, Cinderella, Goldilocks, Rapunzel, Snow
White and all the other favourites get mixed up in the
same story creating a whole new adventure. This is
what happens in Whimsical Players’ original musical
family comedy WHEN DREAMS COME TRUE, playing
the first two weekends of May 2017 in Brantford,
written by Duncan Graham and Mackenzie Kett, with
original music by April Graham, with the Queen’s song
co-written by Sandra L Anderson. The show is codirected and produced by Meghan Graham, founder of
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Just some of the WHEN DREAMS COME TRUE cast and crew at rehearsal.

Whimsical Players.
Director Duncan Graham says, “This is a large cast full
of energetic animated people who love community
theatre. The cast is full of talent and it’s been a great
combination of newcomers and people with more
experience.” The cast of over 30 people ranges in age
from young children to mature adult.
This play was originally performed in a shorter version
for ICHTHYS Left of Centre Festival last summer. This
version has been expanded with new characters and
songs added. Duncan Graham says, “My co-writer,
Mackenzie Kett and I are excited to be able to have
the opportunity to expand our script, it was fun to
re-imagine your own work and add more characters,
more music and mostly more madness. It gave us
more opportunities to put our spin on a lot more
classic fairy tales.”
He and his writing partner are currently writing a Gothic
version of Snow White, “but we usually have two or
three writing ideas always on the go. We have written
three shows together since 2015,” says Graham.
Of the cast Meghan Graham says, “It was amazing the
response we got from the community when we held
auditions back in February.” She adds, “We have many
new faces and some returning faces. They have been
working very hard and I’m very proud of all the work the
cast and crew have put into this production.”
Of the original music she says, “It’s nice to show off the
multiple talents of individuals who are involved in this
production and that is exactly what the music does for
this show. I find myself singing along with the actors
every time.” She adds, “It’s been a lot of fun working on
a project with so many talented people and my family.”
Whimsical Players next show will be a theatrical
version of The Nutcracker. “We wanted to do
something that was holiday related and it will take
the stage during the first two weeks of December
2017,” says Meghan Graham. “We will be holding open
auditions in the summer so stay tuned.”
WHEN DREAMS COME TRUE is playing Fridays May 5

and 12 at 7 pm and Saturdays May 6 and 13 at 2 pm
at Sydenham Heritage United Church, Brantford, ON,
Tickets are available at the door: Adults $12, Youth and
Seniors $8 and a Family Pass (2 adults and 2 youth)
$30. Children 3 and under are free.

Separate Beds at Stage 88
Stage 88 presents its second production of the 20162017 season, SEPARATE BEDS, a dramatic comedy
by MJ Cruise, to be performed at the Gord Paynter
Theatre this May.
Ernie played by Rick Toews and Twink, Valerie Harrison,
are in the autumn of their lives. In celebration of their
30th wedding anniversary, the couple’s children
send them on a Caribbean cruise. Free of chores
and children, Ernie and Twink are wined, dined and
introduced to exciting people. When they meet the
rich, seductive Blake played by James Binkley, with the
permission of Canada Actor’s Equity Association, and
Beth, played by Kristen Wilson, who still seem to have
the perfect life together after ten years of marriage,
Twink becomes infatuated with the glamour of the
other couple’s lives and seeks to reignite the spark in
her own marriage.
From cabin to dining room, Separate Beds looks at
marriage from the inside and out. Ernie and Twink
teach us about the danger in taking your spouse for
granted and Beth and Blake show that a glossy surface
may well be hiding a great disconnect. Respect
ultimately wins the day and all four characters learn
what it takes to make a marriage sizzle.
Director Mindy Forrester says, “In this case Stage 88
chose the play and asked if I would like to direct it. I
have always been on the stage side of the theatre, as
a professional actor in my early 20s and recently for
a few Stage 88 shows.” She adds, “I have wanted to
try my hand at directing for a while and after reading
the play I felt that it would be a great place to start
as a first-time director. The cast is small, the sets are
minimal and the story, a look at the public and private
sides of two very different marriages, is one that a lot
of people can connect to.” Of the cast she says, “The
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is available to be won. Separate Beds will be held at
the Gord Paynter Theatre at North Park Collegiate, 280
North Park Street, Brantford, ON, May 11-13th at 8pm.
Tickets are $18 each, available in advance on Stage
88’s website, or from The Brantford Bookworm, 331
Brant Ave., or at the door (cash only).
Stage 88 began the 2016/2017 season with The Most
Massive Woman Wins. Past productions, On Golden
Pond, August: Osage County and Calendar Girls were
at the Sanderson Centre. Stage 88 will kick-off its
2017/2018 season with One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s
Nest, presented October 5-7th at the Sanderson
Centre.

A Superstar Fundraiser for St Pius
The new local theatre company Playful Fox
Productions presents the musical JESUS CHRIST
SUPERSTAR, the second weekend in May 2017, in
partnership with St. Pius X Parish in Brantford as a
fundraiser for the church’s mobility ramp project.
“I fell in love with Jesus Christ Superstar when I was
a little girl,” says Marissa Wilson-Fox, co-founder of
Playful Fox Productions with husband Malakai Darien
Fox. “I remember lying on the family room rug, listening
to the record player and playing the records over and
over until I had every word memorized.”

cast is great, they are eager to play with the script and
we are having a lot of fun finding the humour in the
characters. I decided to change the voice-overs as
they were written and have them played onstage by
a talented voice actor who jumps between male and
female characters.”

Photo: Sandra L. Anderson

Through partnership with Grand River Cruises,
Caledonia, ON, a door-prize of a dinner cruise for four

Jesus Christ Superstar rock opera with music by
Andrew Lloyd Webber and lyrics by Tim Rice was
originally released as a rock concept album before it
was turned into a staged musical in 1970. The story
centers around Jesus Christ’s final week in Jerusalem
before his crucifixion by the Romans under Pontius
Pilate.
“I think anyone who comes to see the show can relate
to something in the musical because it is so universal.
Looking beyond the religious story, Superstar is
about relationships,” says
Wilson-Fox. She is playing
Mary Magdalene, and her
husband, Malakai, is playing
Jesus, a role he has played
in multiple productions with
ACT-Co award nominations
for his performance. Although
Brantford is Wilson-Fox’s
hometown, many of the other
performers are from out of
town. The role of King Herod
is being played by Hugh
Sutherland of Waterford.

Valerie Harrison as Twink and Rick Toews as Ernie rehearse a scene in Stage 88’s Separate Beds. They play a
couple celebrating their 30th wedding anniversary on a cruise gifted by their kids.

“The cast is extremely hard
working and has really been
coming together on this
project. We have real mix in the
cast, from very experienced

performers to those performing in their very first
musical,” says Wilson-Fox.
All performances of Jesus Christ Superstar are on a
donation/pay-what-you-can basis with all proceeds
donated to St. Pius X Parish for their mobility ramp
project.
Jesus Christ Superstar is presented on May 12 and 13
at 7:30 pm and May 14 at 2:00 pm at St. Pius X Parish,
9 Waverly St. Brantford.

A Suburban Standoff in Paris
Paris Performers’ Theatre’s last offering of its
2016/2017 season is the comedy SUBURBAN
STANDOFF written by Elmira playwright Michael
Grant, directed by Greig Graham, playing the last two
weekends in May 2017 at the Paris Fairgrounds.
Hank and Nancy are recently retired and dealing
with their new life of leisure. While Nancy has been
immersing herself in community activities, Hank is
missing the old days of his work and feels the need
for some excitement. Enter Ty and his girlfriend Candy.
They arrive armed to take whatever they can in a home
invasion. An easy score. Or is it? In what turns out to be
a game of cat and mouse, who’s the cat and who’s the
mouse?
“I discovered this play when it was being performed
in the 2016 Western Ontario Drama League Festival,”
says director Greig Graham. “Having met the author
I managed to get scripts from him for this show and
three others. I was terribly impressed by all the scripts
and found the writing witty and the scenarios hilarious.”

Entertainment & Community Guide

Photo: Sandra L. Anderson

22 BSCENE.ca

Alex Graham who plays Nancy says, “When I read the script I laughed out loud and
knew I had to audition. I love what my character, Nancy, brings to the overall story
in an unexpected way, embracing retirement in her own way.” She adds, “There is a
lot of laughing at rehearsals as we work to produce a great show. It is the second
time I have been directed by my husband and, of course, it’s one of the few places
where he gets the last word.”
Domenic Casto, having just been in The Heiress for Paris Performers has come
back to play Ty in this play. It is his first comedy. “It’s a new experience, very
interesting. Everything Martin does makes me laugh. He eats a chip I laugh.” He
adds, “It’s a great cast. We are really enjoying ourselves.”

Martin Smith as Hank, Alexandra Boyd as Candy, Domenic Casto as Ty and Alex Graham as Nancy rehearse a scene
from Paris Performers’ SUBURBAN STANDOFF.

Of his cast and crew, Graham says, “The actors are very talented and fantastic to
work with. With the likes of Martin Smith, Alex Graham, Domenic Casto and Alexandra
Boyd, our rehearsals are so much fun and I hope that all translates to the audience.”
Behind the scenes, he says Terri Lynn Graham, Jessica Paige Graham, Brittany
Marlatt and Bonnie McCrae “are the glue that brings this together.”
When casting, one of Graham’s key concerns was the character Hank because this
person needed to be strong, versatile, and likeable with good comedic abilities to
carry the show forward. He found it in Martin Smith. Suburban Standoff is the second
play Smith has done with Paris Performers.
“I was approached by Greig Graham a year ago during the run of I’LL BE BACK
BEFORE MIDNIGHT and he mentioned he’d be putting together Suburban Standoff in
2017,” says Smith. “His enthusiasm for the script was contagious, so I went out and
bought a copy to get familiar with it long before auditions. What I immediately loved
was the balance of relentless humour and identifiable characters. The character of
Hank is more than just a curmudgeon. He is at times childlike, forceful, sympathetic
and terrifically witty.”
Of the cast Smith says, “This is a script that requires four people who work off
each other with precision and I am really fortunate to have three actors that are so
strong and will make me look good.” He adds, “Suburban Standoff has all the right
ingredients for a fantastic theatre experience. Greig is a wonderful hands-on Director
who is uncovering all the nuances and helping us, as actors, to bring to life the
relationships of these four people. There is no joke left unveiled, no tender moment
left behind. I think it is going to be a remarkable show.”

Peter Farrugia as Balfour, Gerry Lafleur as Elliott, Christian Mejia as Gatenby and Andrew Hill as Ridge during a
scene in the performance of VETERAN OF VIMY by Vincent Ball on April 9, 2017, presented by Brant Theatre
Workshops, and the Brant Historical Society, held at the Brantford Armoury, a well attended moving tribute to
local Canadians who fought during the Battle of Vimy Ridge, 100 years ago. Photo by Sandra L. Anderson

Alexandra Boyd who plays Candy says of the play, “I’m very excited to be a part of
this production in my hometown. I spent three years studying musical theatre in
college, so to be able to come home and perform again after getting some training
has been great.” Of her character she says, “Candy is quite confident in her abilities
as a stripper, but she also brings with her that very human quality of wanting to
do something a little more with her life. She’s unashamed of who she is, and also
a very sweet soul who really doesn’t
want to cause anyone harm, which
puts her in an interesting position over
the course of the play.”

Photo: Murphy Photography

Of the cast she says, “Everyone has
been working hard to make sure that
we present a really great production
to our audiences, and I don’t think
anyone will leave disappointed.”

The Cast and Crew of ICHTHYS Theatre’s presentation of AGATHA RAISIN AND THE QUICHE OF DEATH had a successful run the last two weekends of March heading into April
2, 2017 in Brantford.

Paris Performers’ Theatre presents
SUBURBAN STANDOFF by Michael
Grant, directed by Greig Graham, May
19, 20, 25, 26, 27 at 8 pm and May 21,
28 at 2 pm at the Paris Fairgrounds
Special Events Building. Tickets
are $20 in advance at Green Heron
Books, 47 Grand River St. N. Paris, ON.
Reserve by phone 519-302-0169.
Tickets available at the door. Dinner
and Theatre package $40, Friday May
19, 2017 only.
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SHARE YOUR HAIR FOR CANCER
CARE ON MAY 15
Ontario Youth Choir and performing with the
Mohawk College Singers before studying
Music Performance and English Literature at
the University of Guelph.
It was here that Kathryn was accepted to
study abroad for a year at the Royal College
of Music in London, England under the
tutelage of world-renowned opera soprano
Graziella Sciutti.

twitter @BCHSFoundation
facebook BCHSFoundation
🔗 bchsysfoundation.org

A

Kathryn trained with Sciutti for a year,
and during that time was invited to
perform as a representative of Canada
for Commonwealth Day, and she was
summoned by Queen Elizabeth II for a
performance at Windsor Great Park to sing
for the Queen Mother.

Leigh-Anne said over the next year she
heard from other families in the surrounding
communities who had similar healthcare
experiences. Many were motivated to give
back but just didn’t know where to start.

With a bright future in opera ahead of
her, Kathryn made a difficult decision to
leave England and the highly competitive
entertainment world to concentrate on her
family life in Canada. In 2001 she married

Periodically helping out the Cancer Clinic
at the BCHS gave Leigh-Anne a personal
insight into its inner workings. “One of the
main challenges for staff in the current
layout is space,” she said. “So the infusion

She knew she had to help.

Submitted photos

ttentive personal care by Brant
Community Healthcare System
(BCHS) RPN Leigh-Anne Sowden
wants you to join together with the local
community in the village of St. George to
Share Your Hair for Cancer Care
on May 15.

“We had three family members die in the
space of eight weeks,” recounts LeighAnne. “It was one of the worst times I can
remember, but the staff at the BCHS rallied
around me. Everyone was so kind and caring
– the nurses, the doctors, my manager;
they all pitched in when I needed time off or
help with my sister after her surgeries,” she
said. “They’re like a family to me and I’m so
grateful.”

This new fundraising venture aims
to generate much-needed funds
for the Brant Community Cancer
Care Clinic (BCCC) at the BCHS
as the department prepares to
expand its capacity to serve more
patients.

“Losing your hair should be the least of your
worries when you’re busy fighting cancer,”
she said, “But if you can lift the spirits of
a patient and make them feel pretty, just
because of some tiny gesture like growing
your own hair and having it cut? Well, I’m all
in.”
Leigh-Anne admits that before she did her
own research, she also wasn’t fully aware
of the desperate need for hair donations
and hopes that through this event it will
raise awareness so more local hairdressers
participate in the program.
The minimum length of hair needed for one
wig is set at eight inches and
you cannot have dyes, bleaches
or chemical treatments on
your hair for the duration of the
growth.
“It takes between eight and 15
ponytails to make a Pantene
Beautiful Length wig,” LeighAnne explained. “Pantene
collect and dye the hair to a
single shade for each patient,
but if you bleach or colour your
hair, the strands won’t absorb
the new dye easily, the colour
won’t be as uniform and will be
quicker to fade.”

Leigh-Anne’s mission to improve
cancer care for community
patients is personal; just three
short years ago she lost her sister
Kathryn to brain cancer.

Supplied Photos

Married mother-of-two, LeighAnne Sowden grew up with her
two sisters, Debbie and Kathryn, in
the picturesque, sleepy village of
St. George, Ontario. Her parents
were local business owners and
the whole family ran The Tiffany
Garden tearoom until they sold
the business in 2002.
St. George-ites at heart,
Leigh-Anne’s family has
always embraced the small
village lifestyle and are lifelong
proponents of supporting local
businesses.

constructs high-quality wigs for cancer
patients. “These types of wigs usually
sell for thousands of dollars,” said LeighAnne. “Pantene donate them for free,
which can give a huge boost of positive
encouragement to cancer patients and help
elevate their self-esteem.”

Leigh-Anne Sowden, second from the right, with her family at a recent Blue Jays game. From left
to right are her sons Jake and Lucas, her husband David, her father Bernie and her mother Jackie.

“I love it in St. George,” she said. “I
grew up there, I raised my family there, I shop
there and I know absolutely everyone. My
kids even volunteer at Applefest every year.
With so many friends and family close by, it
was the perfect location for our fundraiser.”
Leigh-Anne has wonderful memories of her
younger years, her family life, and especially
her sister Kathryn.
“Kath was the polar opposite of myself
and my older sister, Debbie. She was never
rebellious or into sports. She was very smart
and always had her nose in a book,” said
Leigh-Anne, noting that Kathryn was well
known for her beautiful singing voice even at
an early age.
“One of her teachers in grade school
recognized Kath’s vocal talents and
suggested that she should seriously
consider singing lessons.” Her mother
obliged and set Kathryn on a course that
would reveal her incredible vocal talent and
love of music.
Kathryn pursued her passion for singing
throughout high school, first joining the

Kevin Hern, the love of her life, and their son,
Finn, was born six years later.
In 2010 Kathryn began to get sick with
severe headaches and was eventually
diagnosed with a brain tumour. Despite
several surgeries and treatments over the
next few years, the tumour persisted and
Kathryn was eventually moved to palliative
care.
Marvelling at her sister’s resilience, LeighAnne recalled that Kathryn was one of the
toughest people she had ever met. “She
was a warrior the whole time she was going
through her four-year-long battle with
cancer. She never once failed in her mission
to remain positive,” she said.
Kathryn was 40 years old when she passed
away on Aug. 21, 2014.
Leigh-Anne and her family were utterly
devastated. But within two weeks of her
sister’s passing, her elderly grandmother
took a bad fall and also died, which was
quickly followed by the unexpected death of
her aunt six weeks later.

area was moved
down the hall to allow
the Cancer Clinic
RNs to administer
chemotherapy to
more patients inside
the clinic. To do all
that we needed to
do, and to fund more
equipment, the BCHS
Foundation was the
obvious answer.”

Kathryn Hern

“I wanted to do a fundraising event during
the month of May, which is Brain Cancer
Awareness month in Canada, and the BCHS
Foundation staff were right on board,” she
said. “My original aim was to raise some
money for the Cancer Clinic with pledges,
and donate my hair to Pantene. My son, Jake,
convinced me to expand it into an event
to raise awareness and honour my sister’s
memory. After coordinating with the BCHS
Foundation, Share Your Hair for Cancer Care
was born.”
The Pantene Beautiful Lengths program
collects eight-inch hair donations and

“St. George will host the
inaugural Share Your Hair for
Cancer Care event at Village
Hair Studio on Main
Street at 11 a.m.
on May 15,” said
BCHS Foundation
Development
Coordinator
Amanda Kwist.
“You don’t have
to donate your
hair to participate.
Collecting pledges
for the event
can be an ideal
opportunity for
you to make
a significant
difference to the
Brant Community
Cancer Clinic, as
more funds are
needed to purchase patient equipment.”
An event after party is also planned at
the St. George Arms with appetizers and
other tasty treats for event participants.
For more information about Share
Your Hair for Cancer Care and to find
out how you can donate, visit
bchsysfoundation.org/ShareYourHair
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