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FEATURE The North Brantford Lions and  
Canadian Pioneers 22nd annual 2017 Wheelchair 
Basketball Tournament takes place on Saturday, 
January 21st at Branlyn Community Centre.  

It was 27 years ago when 
Doug Hunt marketing coordinator 
for Participation House Brantford, 
realized he still had the  
wheelchairs from the Brantford 
Bobcats Read the whole story...
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A Millenials Guide to 
Shopping Locally
As millenials do more and more of their 
shopping online it begs the question: “Why 
shop local?” Avery Kloss answers.
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BSCENE SUPPORTS LOCAL THROUGH THE ENTIRE CHAIN
From beginning to end, the BSCENE paper stays local and supports local 
endeavours. Our publication starts out by being printed locally at Ricter 
Web Printing. From there, we distribute locally to many businesses 
and organizations within our grand community. Then, at the end of the 
month, we’ll collect any left over papers for recycling. These papers 
are recycled through a special fundraising program with Sydenham-
Heritage United Church and Hartmann’s Canada. Hartmann’s is a local 
egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale and turns the papers into 
egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store. The money raised 
through this fundraising program gets sent back to Sydenham-Heritage 
United Church to be used in their Green programs for sustainable 
upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting local whenever we can 
and is honoured to be able to stay local from start to finish.
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Ray Knight

The stage is set for 
the main event at 
the 9th annual Big 

Hair for Little Kids event, 
which is being held on 
February 24th at the 
Army, Navy, Air Force Club 
in Brantford. Overall, an 
amazing total of $18,000 
was raised during 2016. 

The money raised this 
year will be going to Angel 
Hair for Kids, once 
again, which is 
a part of A 
Child’s Voice 
Foundation. 
It has taken 
each person 
several years 
to grow 
their 
hair long 
enough to 
meet the 
required length 
of 12” for donation 
purposes. 

Last year, over 100 
ponytails were donated 
to Angel Hair for Kids by 
Brantford residents. The 
pony tails are used to 
make wigs for children 
across Canada, which 
have lost their hair due 
to cancer treatments, 
burns, and other medical 
conditions. Each wig 
requires over 10 ponytails 
and has a cost of over 
$1000 to manufacture. 

Event organizer Tracey 
Snively has arranged 
for a jam-packed 
evening of haircuts and 
entertainment. Crystal’s 
Hair Care, Botanical 
Wellness Spa, and 
Raeanne Hall will all be on 
hand to clean things up for 
the hair donors. And after 
the hair cutting ceremony, 
there will be some great 
classic rock bands 
performing on stage. The 
event will also feature a 

silent auction and door 
prizes including 

Toronto Maple 
Leaf tickets.  

Tickets for the 
event are $15 

in advance, and 
are available at 

the Army, 
Navy, Air 
Force Club, 

Kreative 
Khaos, 
and other 

retailers. Tickets will also 
be available at the door 
for $20. Doors open at 
8pm, and proceeds from 
this fundraiser will be 
donated to A Child’s Voice 
Foundation. 

Thanks to the generous 
support of Board for Your 
Flooring, the pot has 
already been started with 
$500. So get your tickets, 
join us for a great night, 
and help make a difference 
for one of these kids. 

EDUCATE, INSPIRE, GROW:
MY TEACHING PHILOSOPHY

ALYSSA SERAFIN-LAMANNA

I chose the field of ECE because I wanted to be a part of the foundation that helped 
children reach their full potential. I wanted to teach, support and empower them to 
believe that they could achieve any goal they imagined. An excellent way to foster this 

belief is for families to take their children on educational field trips! Going to an animal 
farm would allow them to see what they eat, their different living spaces and how they 
interact with one another as well as the individuals who care for them. They would be able 
to physically touch them. Being given this privilege would assist in developing skills such 
as: trust, self-confidence and empathy! Animals are a great educator as they provide 
children with the opportunity to not only see the importance of forming connections but 
also that they too, like the animals must accept one another and work together to be able 
to accomplish their goals. 

A great way to explain this statement to a child would be for the educator to make a 
statement such as “Look… the horses are standing calmly at the gate… waiting to be fed. 
See, how they now have all taken a few steps back from the gate? The educator would 
then mention why the horses did that. They would say something like “They did that so 
their owner could throw their hay in to them. They all worked together to accomplish 
a goal!” That’s what we should do too so we can achieve our goals!” Using animals as 
teachers is a great and unique way to teach children many lifelong lessons both big and 
small, so get going on those field-tripping adventures!  

I recently went on a little educational field trip of my own. I decided that I wanted to 
expand my Professional Development experience. To accomplish this goal, I went to an 
Equine Assisted Learning session hosted by Foxfield Stable in Milton Ontario. Foxfield 
Stable is a facility which provides therapeutic horseback riding lessons to individuals who 
have a variety of physical and intellectual challenges. To achieve this, participants are 
matched with the horse that best suits their needs and that will help them to achieve their 
specific goals. Examples of challenges they assist with are: Cerebral Palsy, Spina bifita 
and Autism Spectrum Disorders. 

I myself attend lessons there on Saturday mornings riding a large pony by the name of 
Moe. Riding Moe helps me work on developing my hand-eye coordination, balance and 
overall physical strength and stamina. While attending the Equine Assisted Learning 
session, I acquired knowledge about several aspects of horsemanship. I learned the 
benefits of Equine Assisted Learning, relaxation techniques which an individual can use 
to prepare themselves to intact with the horse they have chosen as well as non- verbal 
bonding exercises which can assist with developing the connection between the horse 
and the person attending the session.

Attending the session was beneficial to me in so many ways. I have been riding since the 
age of three and am now almost twenty- years old yet I was not aware of Equine Assisted 
Learning was. I had never learned the specific horse- participant bonding exercises 
before coming the session They were very good suggestions that I think would not 
only be helpful to use speaking from a horsemanship standpoint but also from an Early 
Childhood Educator perspective because the children which an ECE works with could 
also attend a session as a field trip and learn about what the horses do and how important 
their job is.

Alyssa Serafin-Lamanna  is an Honours Graduate of Early Childhood Education 
Program Mohawk College, Hamilton ON  

BIG HAIR FOR
LITTLE KIDS!
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Check out roundtablepr.com • 519.756.7636 • yvonne@roundtablepr.com

Copy Writing
Media Relations

Publicity
Training & Workshops 

M.C. & Voice Over Services

Check out roundtablepr.com • 519.756.7636 • yvonne@roundtablepr.com

THE RETURN OF BARBERSHOP TALK

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-
COOPER

twitter @YWiele

🔗 roundtablepr.com

Ever wonder what they talk about 
in those, genuine, old time, 
men’s barbershops? You’ll have 

a chance to find out this month.  At 
8:30 p.m. on Monday, January 9th 
2017, Roger’s Cable TV subscribers 
throughout Brant County and the 
City of Brantford will be treated to a 
bit of local nostalgia with the return 
of Barbershop Talk. The channel 
20 show made popular in the mid- 
nineties, has been dusted off and 
revived with many of the original 
personalities taking part.  MPP Dave 
Levac, former Brantford Post Master 
Russ Faber, and Blue Grass musicians 
John Dorlas and Gary Bridgett join 
real life barber Al Cooper to mull over 
current events, music, sports and 
anything else that might pop up in 
the barbershop. Harmonica expert 

Paul Garon, along with president 
of the Brantford Harmonica Guild 
Chris Arsenault, drop by as do auto 
enthusiasts from the local Piston 
Pushers group. 

Supervising producer for Rogers 
TV Grand River division Jeremey 
Cooke, says it means people in 
Brantford/Brant will have something 
that’s all their own.  They’ll recognize 
the characters and say “Oh Al’s on 
TV, he cuts my hair, or there’s so 
and so,” said Cooke. Long standing 
employees of Rogers TV 20 fondly 
remember working on the original 
program which was shot in the 
Roger’s studio, but the new version 
takes place mostly on location at “Al’s 
Place” barbershop.  

“Over the years a lot of people I’ve 
run into have told me how much 
they loved the show and wondered 
when we’d be doing it again,” says 
Cooper.  The real life barber, who has 
practiced the tonsorial art for more 
than 50 years, says he’s excited to 
have a chance at community TV once 
again, with support from Roger’s 
producer Jason Souliere and a team 
of volunteers.

Viewers are invited to contact the 
viewer response line at 1-888-410-
2020 or via email through the Rogers 
Community TV 20 website. 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
at The Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

Sunday, December 18, 2016             HEATHER CARDLE
at The Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

Sunday, December 18, 2016             

I’ve seen a lot of variations of this classic Christmas story (in the 
movies) but never live on stage, until last night. What a wonderful 

production to see along with many others on the stage of the 
glorious Sanderson Centre.

Quality theatre, locally performed and if the show runs on a 
Sunday....FREE parking! :)

#AChristmasCarol #Scrooge #CharlesDickens #Classic 
#Singalong #ChristmasCheer #SeeItNextYear! 

Were YOU seen by BScene?

Story and Photography by: Heather Cardle

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK AT DECEMBER THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS
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YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-
COOPER

twitter @YWiele

🔗 roundtablepr.com

It was 27 years ago when Doug Hunt 

marketing coordinator for Participation 

House Brantford, realized he still had the 

wheelchairs from the Brantford Bobcats, 

which had been part of the Southern 

Ontario wheelchair basketball league 

before disbanding. Hunt described it as a 

“farm league” for people who would go on 

to compete at the national level. He says 

able bodied players such as himself, could 

play because they were able to drive the 

team around southern Ontario and load the 

equipment. He got pretty good at it and has 

several trophies to show for it.

Hunt says the chairs were considered 

“state of the art” back then, “but now they’re 

prehistoric,” he laughed.  However, the very 

same chairs are used to this day by mostly 

able bodied people taking part in the annual 

fundraising tournament for Participation 

House and Brantwood Community Services. 

The rules are a bit different from regular 

basketball, but it’s mainly an adaptation of 

the stand-up game. Hunt explained that 

wheelchair basketball came about after 

WWII as therapy for returning veterans. 

In fact, the first Paralympic Games came 

from Sir Ludwig Guttman’s work with 

injured veterans at the Stoke Mandeville 

hospital in England. More recently, Prince 

Harry founded the Invictus Games for 

military veterans in 2014 which also include 

wheelchair basketball. 

The Invictus Games 

will be held in Toronto 

later this year.

Hunt says the 

decision to team 

up with Brantwood 

Community Services 

came about as the 

quest for limited 

fundraising dollars 

became more of a 

challenge.  He says 

most of Brantwood’s 

residents are also 

in wheelchairs and 

it allows donors 

and participants to 

support two worthy 

organizations at the 

same time. “What 

better way to raise 

money for people in 

wheelchairs than to 

ride in wheelchairs 

and do it,” he said.  He 

also says he is grateful 

for the support of the 

North Brantford Lions 

and Canadian Pioneers who have been on 

board “since day one.” 

Bruce MacKenzie, fundraising development 

coordinator for Brantwood Community 

Services, says the organization’s 12 group 

homes support people with developmental 

challenges and they also offer a day 

support program focusing on recreational 

development.  He says wheelchair basketball 

is a great fit for Brantwood and they’ve been 

involved in the tournament since 2010. 

The proceeds help purchase things like 

wheelchair accessible vans which are not 

funded by the 

government.

With 16 teams 

at $300.00 per 

team registration, 

pledges and 

sponsorships, 

McKenzie says 

the tournament 

attracts not only 

needed dollars, 

but a spirit of 

collaboration, 

community 

building and 

the fostering of 

relationships.  

Participating 

teams include 

local firefighters, 

police, and this 

year there will 

be a team of 

Brantford city 

councilors.  

MacKenzie says 

their inclusion in 

the event helps 

build awareness 

regarding disability issues.

Hunt agrees. “People have a lot of fun in the 

wheelchair, but then they realize, they can 

get out of it and that people live their lives 

in that chair, but isn’t it good that they can 

learn by having fun?”  He says he learned 

this from the late Brantford comedian Gord 

Paynter who was visually impaired.  He says 

people learned more from Paynter than from 

someone trying to be serious. “I always find 

the best way to make people aware is in a 

positive way of having fun than in a lecturing 

way of telling them off,” he said.

Due to the fun involved, many teams 

come back year after year, sending in 

their registration fees before they’ve even 

received the forms. Hunt, a well-known 

performer and world champion stilt walker, 

says that’s also one of the reasons he 

referees the tournament, in order to keep 

the mood light when things get too serious.  

He says there have been physical fights 

in past years which resulted in a broken 

finger, dislocations and other injuries. “It’s a 

physical game and when you get physical, 

the other person can take it the wrong way 

just like road rage and I don’t want that at all,” 

he says.  If it gets to that point, Hunt takes 

the culprits aside and explains, “You’ll never 

reach the NWBA, there’s just a little trophy at 

the end and remember why we’re here.” 

The North Brantford Lions and Canadian 

Pioneers 22nd annual 2017 Wheelchair 

Basketball Tournament takes place 

on Saturday, January 21st at Branlyn 

Community Centre at 238 Brantwood Park 

Road in Brantford. The deadline to register 

a team is Friday January 6th and teams are 

encouraged to have seven players. There 

is also an opportunity to sponsor a chair 

through “Chair 4 Change” for $125.00.  To 

get involved, contact Bruce Mackenzie at 

bmackenzie@brantwood.ca or call 519-

753- 2658 ext. 114, or Doug Hunt at dhunt@

participationhousebrantford.org, or call 519-

756-1430 ext. 273.

22ND WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL 2017 ROLLS OUT SERIOUS FUN!

Submitted Photos
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MUSIC SCENEBSCENE

We are so looking forward to the New Year and bringing 
our unique shows to the Sanderson Centre! We have 
an amazing line up for you this year! On January 21st, 

Creedence Clearwater Survival will take the stage, with an amazing 
multi-media presentation created by Smashing Pixels, and backed 
by seasoned, talented musicians! We bring you the full Experience; 
telling the story of John Fogerty through his great love of music. 
Coming in September, Ricky Nelson ‘Remembering the Legend’ is 
sure to wow audiences both young, and young at heart! ‘Rekindle an 
old Flame’ with a true Rock ‘n Roll Legend. We also hope you will join 
us in December 2017, for our Christmas Country show, ‘Blame It All 
on Their Boots,’ hosted by the Hilarious Sexy Ole Dawgs! Music and 
Comedy; The Perfect Christmas Cocktail; (feel free to mix;  just don’t 
laugh and drive)! A very special thank you to the Sanderson Centre 
for helping us to make our shows a success, so much fun, and just 
for being so nice! 

Our production company moved to Brantford three years ago. 
We love the friendliness of Brantford, Brant, and the Six Nations 
community. During our time here, we have really noticed the 
improvements being made to the downtown area, but we also know 
that it is a continuous process, and that supporting those in need is 
simply a gift to ourselves. After seeing the work of Dave Carrol and 
his amazing team, The Freedom House and The Kindness Project, 
and believing as they do, that a community can be changed BY good 
INTO good, we are happy to be gifting a portion of our proceeds to a 
charity that gives directly to people in our own community. 

Thanks for caring and working so hard for this city!

facebook  CreedenceClearwaterSurvivalInternational

Brantford Based Production Company
Wishing Everyone Love, Music,  

and Laughter in 2017

Happy New Year Brantford and  
THANK YOU!
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NICOLE DURNFORD

facebook shopjackrabbits

🔗 shopjackrabbits.com

Yogini is a yoga inspired athletic 
apparel company made for 
children ages 2 - 14... and 

it is exclusive to Jack Rabbits in 
Brantford!

We know that kids can be tough 
on their clothing and parents want 
superior quality apparel that is 
designed to weather the playgrounds 
as much as they are designed to hit 
the mat. Yogini makes clothes for 
children to move and have fun in.

While Yogini looks great and offers 
exceptional comfort, we’re no 
slackers when it comes to substance. 
The fabrics they use are Chito 
Santé, (100% anti-microbial and 
environmentally friendly polyester 
made from crab and /or shrimp shells, 
and natural, durable French Terry (95% 
cotton, 5% spandex). 

Yogini will continually evolve in your 
child’s lifestyle to provide the perfect 
balance of quality, style and durability.

YOGINI IS ON SALE FOR THE 
MONTH OF JANUARY 2017...  

BUY ONE YOGINI ITEM AT FULL 
PRICE AND GET THE SECOND 

FOR ONLY $2.00!*

132 St. George Street, Brantford

We’re open:
Mon-Wed: 10:00 - 5:30
Thurs:  10:00 - 8:00
Fri:  10:00 - 5:30
Sat:  10:00 - 5:00

Photos: Zelia Bester photography

* Cannot be combined with any other offer, 
including loyalty programme

FASHION
SCENEBSCENE

A MILLENIALS GUIDE TO 
SHOPPING LOCALLY 
AVERY KLOSS

🔗 ShopBrantford.com

I was given the chance a few weeks back to give a talk about all things “Shop Local” 

with Brantford’s Millennial Networking Group. The organizers of the group --all young 

professionals born between 1982 and 2004-- were interested in hearing my take on why 

shopping locally really matters. Millennials are the first generation on the planet to have 

grown up completely and totally connected to the world through a screen. And now, as they 

get older and find good-paying gigs, they are also the first generation to be targeted by 

algorithms and then inundated with online advertising for instant-ship goods that magically 

show up on their doorstep by trains, planes and automobiles (and drones) in almost the blink 

of an eye. I’ll give it to millennials though --full disclosure: I being one of them-- they are also 

some of the most inquisitive, caring and mindful consumers out there. They were raised with 

the ability to use the Internet to do the research about what they are getting before they get 

it -- online, to read reviews about products or services from peers around the world -- online, 

and most notably, to find the best deal they can -- online. So, the question was raised to me, if 

I can find it online for less… why buy local? It’s a valid question from any deal-minded shopper; 

Why not go where the best deal is? 

My “shop local” counter-point for this question has always been: “Who says the best deal 

isn’t in a local shop?” But, I’m not sure that quite covers it anymore. As retailers and service 

providers alike struggle to keep up with pricing in a buy-it-for-pennies-from-China world, 

sometimes it is true that a local shop will have a higher price than one posted on Amazon 

or at a box store. Pricing in a local store has so many more considerations: rent, staff, hydro 

bills, charitable donations, smaller buying power, etc... What deal-friendly millennials need 

to understand (and I would argue that a lot of them do) is that when they pay $5 more for an 

item at a local shop, they are paying for more than just the product. They are paying for the 

expertise of a store owner who often has decades of experience in their field. They are paying 

for the opportunity to pose their questions about the product or service to a real person. 

They are paying for the opportunity to hold someone accountable for an item that might not 

work quite as they’d hoped. They are paying for the experience of shopping in a community-

driven store that actually cares about whether or not they are buying the right thing, not 

the easy thing. They are paying for the convenience of not having to pack up that easy (but 

inevitably wrong) item to ship it back for a return. They are paying to keep a store that will one 

day sponsor their kid’s hockey team in business. 

Yes, you’re not always going to be able to find everything you want locally (that Grumpy 

Cat ugly Christmas sweater just never made it into a Brantford shop), and that’s okay. The 

message here is when you have the option, buy locally. Do your research online and then 

head out to a local store. And I beg of you, do not do the opposite -- research in-store and 

then buy it online. That’s just criminal.
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Change is Difficult.  Our WHOLE TEAM Works Together with You.
If you are unhappy with your present providers, we are ready for you!

Respect Starts Here.

Methadone Maintenance Treatment

- across from Maria’s Pizza

Mon. - Fri. 7am-6pm Sat. 8am-3pm Sun. 9am-1pm

DARREN GOODER

The Abbey Road Studios has been at the forefront of music since 1931 as an 
awe-inspiring location, popular with orchestras and current artists including 
Florence and The Machine, Kanye West, The Foo Fighters, Oasis and Adele.  

Over the decades Abbey Road has hosted landmark recordings and various 
technological breakthroughs. 
The oldest and most famous purpose-built recording studio in the world, Abbey 
Road is synonymous with the Beatles, but its unparalleled history spans from the 
invention of stereo and the wild experiments of Pink Floyd to the creation of film 
scores for movies including Star Wars and Skyfall.

Growing up, my house was always buzzing with music. My parents would blast The 
Beatles, The Bee Gees, and Rod Stewart throughout the house whenever they had 
the chance. I guess that’s why I have such a liking of British influenced music, and 

feel a connection to this amazing 
studio. 

When we were notified about the 
opportunity to record our next 

album at Abbey Road, I had to take a step back. I was nervous - it was somewhat 
surreal. This is a place I had only heard stories about and in 2012 when I got the 
opportunity to visit the landmark,  I signed the wall and walked across the zebra 
crosswalk thinking how amazing it would be to go inside, in the same room where 
history has been made, where some of the world’s most talented musicians have 
written and recorded.  

It is an indescribable feeling knowing on the morning of July 3rd at 10 am we will be 
sitting in studio two at Abbey Road with instruments in our hands and headphones 
on introducing the original music of” I’m of Vintage” to the historic walls of Abbey 
Road Studios.   

I’m of Vintage is a Brantford based band formed by a unique dynamic of musicians 
from different genres of music:   Matt Huddleston on lead guitar/vocals, Phil 
Eastman on bass, Dan Kotiuk on drums, TJ Wiltshire on percussion/vocals and 
myself,  Darren Gooder playing rhythm guitar and vocals. 

Each member has a unique outlook on the band and the music we perform 
together:

“Having a drummer and percussionist gives our music a groove that captivates you” 
says Matt Huddleston.

“We don’t try to over complicate things, we go with the feeling and stay in the 
pocket with feel good melodies and catchy rhythms” says Dan Kotiuk.

“Abbey Road Studios has always been a dream of mine” says TJ Wiltshire.  “I never 
expected this when I joined the band.”

“When we write songs they tend to come out fairly quickly, and when Phil Eastman 
gets a hold of them, that’s where the funk comes in” says Darren Gooder.

Phil Eastman says “It’s tough to define our genre. I think we fit into multiple genres 
from blues, alternative to rock and jazz, even a bit of country swing. “   

When the Band officially received confirmation of their recording time at Abbey 
Road they signed the contract and made the official announcement to the 
community which was receive with tons of messages on Facebook, texts and 
emails.   It was somewhat overwhelming.

ABBEY ROAD STUDIOS HOSTS
I’M OF VINTAGE 

October 1st 2016  | The guys of I’m of Vintage at the Rope Factory Event Hall before their sold out Album 
Release Party. Photo Credit: Lisa Overholt Photography
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I’m of Vintage present a signed guitar to their acoustic matinee venue sponsor Audrey and Phil of The 
Rose and Thistle.  Photo Credit: Belinda J. Clements Photography

THE BUZZ AND POSITIVE REACTION SPARKED AN IDEA:
Why not give everyone the chance to see us do what we love doing and give everyone a chance to be a part of this great opportunity.  That’s 
exactly what we are doing! We went back to the Abbey Road management with a request for filming rights and low and behold we got the got the license 
which allows us to film inside the studio. The licenses are very limited so we are extremely honored and excited to have one.   .

HOW TO GET INVOLVED
We have developed a sponsorship program called “The Road to Abbey Road Project” to help fund the expense of a small film crew. They will travel with us 
to England and capture our experiences around London and in the Studio. 

In the sponsorship packages you will find a ton of IOV swag, shirts, hats, hoodies, posters, tickets to our main show at THE ROPE FACTORY and tickets 
to our intimate Acoustic Matinee located at Brantford’s only true British Pub THE ROSE AND THISTLE. It will be a weekend of original music that will give 
everyone an opportunity to be a part of the “I’m of Vintage Road to Abbey Road Project” and to showcase some of Brantford’s amazing talent. 

EARLY BIRD DRAWS
Anyone that purchases tickets or a sponsorship package will be entered into the Early Bird monthly draws that start in January. We are giving away 
awesome prizes including:  a 40” x 24” framed and signed picture of the Beatles, a similar one of the Tragically Hip, an Acoustic Guitar package an 
Electric Guitar along with a surprise package worth over $500.  So purchase your tickets early and you have the opportunity to win up to 5 times over 5 
consecutive months. 

The Road to Abbey Road take off show on June 24th will be hosted by our sponsor The Rope Factory Event Hall located at 111 Sherwood Drive in the 
Brant Artisan Village. They hosted our sold out CD release Party on October 1st 2016 and this venue is absolutely amazing! 

The Rose and Thistle located at 48 Dalhousie Street in Brantford is the sponsor and host of our intimate acoustic matinee on June 24th 2017.   Since we 
are going to England to record, it only makes sense to put on a show on at a British Pub. Included in your purchase of tickets to the Acoustic Matinee is an 
open bar with a selection of alcoholic beverages and appetizers... true British pub fare!  Tickets to this event are limited so get yours early.

We would like to thank all of our Road to Abbey Road sponsors:
Phil and Audrey from The Rose and Thistle – Brantford’s only true 
British Pub.

Belinda J. Clements Photography – a dedicated, motivated and 
extremely talented photographer.

Grant, Dana and Scott from The Rope Factory Event Hall – the most 
unique amazing venue in the city.

Tom Mercante from Mercasa Banquet Services – a passionate, 
creative, classy and top shelf Chef.

Bob Bosworth from Elite Welding Solutions – knowledgeable, 
experienced and one of the smartest guys I know!

Pat and Chris Alonzo from Pat Alonzo Music – That family feel with a 
fantastic selection of instruments and superb service.

If you are interested in a sponsorship package or  
tickets for these unique events: 
email us at:  imofvintage@gmail.com 
or message us at:  www.facebook.com/imofvintage

I’m of Vintage rocks the stage at this years 10th annual Blackout Fest 
Photo Credit: Denise Kinchsular Photography



10 BSCENE.ca Entertainment & Community Guide

RUSSELL J. PRESS

🔗 parasportwintergames2017.ca

The Ontario Parasport Winter Games 

invites Para athletes from across 

the province to participate in high 

calibre competition while displaying amazing 

drive and passion.  Fortunately for both the 

City of Brantford and the County of Brant, 

these athletes will be right here within both 

communities competing in our facilities as 

both communities – in partnership – will 

be hosting these prestigious games next 

month from February 10th – 12th.

Over and above being able to witness these 

incredible athletes as ‘fans in the stands’, 

both Brantford and the County of Brant by 

virtue of hosting these games also extend 

the opportunity to include volunteers and 

sponsors from the community.  By recruiting 

both volunteer and sponsor partners to 

join in making these games successful 

the opportunity to spread the positive 

word about Brantford and the County of 

Brant, reach potential markets and expand 

the message of ‘We CAN Do Anything’ 

increases as well. Seizing this chance, 

whether volunteer, business or both is vitally 

important if these games are to produce 

a legacy beyond the upcoming days of 

competition.  

Volunteer recruitment is of course essential 

to the success of these games and given 

the track record of both communities 

excelling in this department for special 

events and occasions through the years, 

games organizers are very confident the 

community will once again answer the call.

Sponsorship and business partner 

recruitment presents a compounding 

opportunity to not only contribute to 

community building but to also promote 

a business’ brand, product, service and 

community involvement.  In addition, being a 

sponsor of such as prestigious games with 

competitors, coaches and officials nearing 

a thousand coming from every corner of the 

province provides a sense of ‘social equity’  

to staff and other business associates.  

These games are much more than a very 

big tournament, these games represent at 

a top tier level the qualities of inclusiveness, 

competitive yet model sportsmanship 

and reaching beyond barriers to achieve 

inspiring accomplishment.  In reality, 

these games represent the very best in 

competition, organization, community and 

partnership – common qualities community 

builders and businesses look to be 

associated with.

Whether as a spectator, a volunteer or 

a sponsor or even all three, organizers 

invite you to ‘Be Part of the Games’, the 

2017 Ontario ParaSport Winter Games 

of Brantford & The County of Brant.  As 

the games motto reads, let’s prove to 

all ‘We CAN Do Anything’! Plan your 

ParaSport weekend now by visiting 

parasportwintergames2017.ca .

The Games are coming February 2017
Join in the Celebrations 

 Volunteer  •  Sponsor  •  Attend 
       Visit www.parasportwintergames2017.ca for information                      

#parasportgames2017

ONTARIO PARASPORT WINTER GAMES,  
BUILDING A LEGACY OF ‘WE CAN DO ANYTHING’
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Visit BScene.ca/events for more information.

Send your event listing to events@Bscene.ca
Closing date for next edition: January 20, 2017

SPORTS ENTHUSIASTS!

The 12th annual Brantford Sports Council Youth Sports 
Recognition Banquet will take place on 

Wednesday, February 8, 2017 at the Brantford Golf and 
Country Club, 60 Ava Rd.  

Our guest speaker is Blair McIntosh, Vice President of 
Sport for Special Olympics Canada.

NOW is the time to submit a nomination for these awards.  

DON’T WAIT – NOMINATE!!
•  The Phyllis Gretzky Memorial Award - Female Youth Leadership  

•  The Frank Bricker Memorial Award - Male Youth Leadership 

•  The Jimmy Wilkes Memorial Award - Team of the Year 

•  The John Macklin Memorial Award - Coach of the Year 

•  The Adrian Scherders Memorial Award -  

Sportsmanship and Dedication  

•  The George Churchill Memorial Award -  

Sports Volunteer of the Year 

•  The George Jones Memorial Award -  

Lifetime Sports Volunteerism  

•  The Jack Calbeck Memorial Award -  

Lifetime Sports Sponsorship 

•  Dave Levac Award -  

The Award of Excellence for Sports Officiating 

•  The Frank Tomlin Memorial Award - Sportsperson of the Year 

Nomination submissions must cover any sport whose 
season concludes in 2016.  The deadline for nominations 

is Friday, January 20, 2017.  

Nominations can be filled out on our website www.
brantfordsportscouncil.ca or emailed to brantfordsports@

gmail.com. We urge you to fill in the nominations and 
submit them as soon as possible.

If you have any questions regarding the nominations, 
please contact me at bharding.william@gmail.com or 

brantfordsports@gmail.com.   

Let’s all work together to recognize sport excellence and 
volunteers in our community!

For information or to nominate someone contact: 

Bill Harding, Chair BSC Awards Banquet
519-861-1935

BSCENE
PULL-OUT
EVENT GUIDE

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

ONGOING EVENTS

Downtown Detours Downtown Brantford Comm. Event/Fundraising

Eye CANDY, A Showing of Art, Photography etc. (Dean 
Ellis)

Brantford Station Coffee House & Gallery Exhibits/First Friday

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM Amtgard

Brantford Lights at Glenhyrst Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 06:00 PM Glenhyrst Art Gallery

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3

Blood Donor Clinic Brantford & District Civic Centre 01:30 PM Blood Donor Clinic

Family Swim Splash Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 07:00 PM Six Nations

British Study Group Meeting Brant County Branch OGS 07:30 PM Meeting/Open House/Expo

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Genealogy Club Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 01:30 PM Library

Trivia Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 07:00 PM Entertainment

New Year’s Comedy Show w live music Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 09:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5

Starter Company Orientation Brantford-Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre 09:30 AM Classes

Open Mic Jam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Brandon Corke The Cedar House Grill and Martini Gar 07:00 PM Entertainment

The Brant Rant Poetry Slam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 07:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke Myra’s Bar & Grill 08:30 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7

Blood Donor Clinic Branlyn Community Centre 8:30 AM Blood Donor Clinic

1st Annual Winter Wonderland Princess Ball Brantford Airforce Club 11:00 AM Kids/Youth Events

Dave Gardner (Acoustic Cafe) The Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Music

Mindful Relaxation Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch) 02:00 PM Library

Opening Reception - Eye CANDY (Dean Ellis) Brantford Station Coffee House & Gallery 02:00 PM Exhibits/First Friday

Tai-Chi (An Interactive Demonstration) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:00 PM Library

1st Annual Winter Wonderland Princess Ball Brantford Airforce Club 02:30 PM Kids/Youth Events

Skating and a Movie Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:30 PM Library

Beginner Skate (standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:00 PM Six Nations

PowerHouse, Chicago Transit & Rod Stewart Tribute Branlyn Community Centre 07:30 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Public Skate (no standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:30 PM Six Nations

Caleb Turgeon Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke Branch 90 Legion 08:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Grand Bayou 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8

2017 Brantford Psychic Fair Brantford Best Western & Conference Centre 10:00 AM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM Amtgard

MONDAY, JANUARY 9

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Registration for Apprenticeship Pathway Course Brant Skills Centre 12:30 PM Classes

3D Avatar Printing (10+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 03:45 PM Library

Restorative Meditation Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:00 PM Library

Let’s Yoga Together Community Night Mistico Mimi Wellness Centre 07:00 PM Classes

TUESDAY, JANUARY 10

Let It Snow Midwinter Program (ages 6-8) Social Services Gym 9:00 AM Six Nations

Business Planning and Cash Flow Forecasting Brantford-Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre 09:00 AM Classes

SNAP: Stop Now And Plan begins (ages 6-11) Six Nations Child & Family Services 04:30 PM Six Nations

SNAP: Stop Now And Plan begins (ages 6-11) Six Nations Child & Family Services 06:30 PM Six Nations

Family Swim Splash Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 07:00 PM Six Nations

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11

Let It Snow Midwinter Program (ages 9 & 10) Social Services Gym 9:00 AM Six Nations

Storybook Walk at Syl Apps Syl Apps Community Centre 10:00 AM Library

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Hot Chocolate in a Jar Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:00 PM Library

Brantford Personal Computer Museum w Syd Bolton Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:30 PM Library

Belly Laffs Comedy Show Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12

Let It Snow Midwinter Program (ages 11-13) Social Services Gym 9:00 AM Six Nations

Little Picassos (4+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:30 PM Library

Arts Ecology Salon #1 Polish Alliance Hall 07:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Open Mic Jam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13

Sandbox Science (ages 0-4) Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch) 10:30 AM Library

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Little Kids Expo (0-6 & families) Six Nations Community Hall 03:00 PM Six Nations

John Ladds The Cedar House and Martini Bar 07:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre 08:00 PM Music
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YOUR GUIDE TO 
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EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14

3D Printing Technology Workshops Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 9:30 AM Library

Open House The Personal Computer Museum 10:00 AM Meeting/Open House/Expo

Saturday Art Studio begins - jr. 4-6 yrs. old Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Saturday Art Studio begins - sr. 7-12 yrs. old Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 12:30 PM Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Making Video Games: Angry Birds Brantford Public Library (Main Library - Computer Lab) 01:30 PM Library

Unfolding Short Fiction: Part 1 County of Brant Public Library (Paris Branch) 01:30 PM Library

Less Than Three (Acoustic Cafe) The Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Music

Skating and a Movie Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:30 PM Library

Beginner Skate (standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:00 PM Six Nations

Public Skate (no standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:30 PM Six Nations

Karaoke Branch 90 Legion 08:00 PM Entertainment

Robert Elliot & Friends Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Grand Bayou 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM Amtgard

Cartoons & Comics begins (7-12 yrs. Old) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 01:00 PM Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Making Video Games: Platformer Brantford Public Library (Main Library - Computer Lab) 01:30 PM Library

Illustration Studio begins (13-17 yrs. old) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 03:00 PM Glenhyrst Art Gallery

WEEK OF JANUARY 16

Family Language Program begins - 8 wks. Stoneridge Children’s Centre Six Nations

MONDAY, JANUARY 16

Watercolour Painting begins Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Apprenticeship Pathway Course begins Brant Skills Centre 12:30 PM Classes

Watercolour Painting begins Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 01:00 PM Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Brantford Opera Guild - Discover Opera Brantford Visitor and Tourism Centre 01:30 PM Music

After School Program begins (6-9 yrs.) Social Services Gym 03:30 PM Six Nations

3D Avatar Printing (10+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 03:45 PM Library

Family Fun Night Social Services Gym 06:00 PM Six Nations

Let’s Yoga Together Community Night Mistico Mimi Wellness Centre 07:00 PM Classes

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17

D&D Gamer Club (16+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:00 PM Library

Youth & Elders Program Dajoh Center 06:00 PM Six Nations

Acrylic Painting begins Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 06:30 PM Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Hot Chocolate in a Jar Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch) 06:30 PM Library

Family Swim Splash Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 07:00 PM Six Nations

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Tech Talk with Amy Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:00 PM Library

After School Program begins (10-13 yrs.) Social Services Gym 03:30 PM Six Nations

Get Your Game On (16+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:00 PM Library

I ² Art - Sculpture Studio begins (5-9 yrs.) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 06:00 PM Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Trivia Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 07:00 PM Entertainment

#LOL Comedy Show Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 09:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19

Family History Group Meeting Brant County Branch OGS 10:00 AM Meeting/Open House/Expo

Haudenosaunee Songs & Dancing begins Social Services Gym 04:30 PM Six Nations

Little Picassos (4+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:30 PM Library

DT Concert Series: Steve Strongman Dominion Telegraph Event Centre 07:00 PM Music

Open Mic Jam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20

Madchild w DJ Dow Jones & Joseph Rose Club NV Entertainment

Bus Trip to AGO: Mystical Landscapes Exhibit leaving Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 9:00 AM Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Sandbox Science (ages 0-4) Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch) 10:30 AM Library

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Youth Drop In (12-16 yrs.) Social Services Gym 05:30 PM Six Nations

Shaun Mulrain The Cedar House Grill and Martini Bar 07:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke Myra’s Bar & Grill 08:30 PM Entertainment

Nolan Hubbard Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 010:30 PM Entertainment

�� ev�y�e at
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EVENTS

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21

Wheelchair Basketball 2017 Branlyn Community Centre 8:30 AM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

FREE Preview Writing Workshop Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 12:30 PM Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Mindful Relaxation Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:00 PM Library

Tai-Chi (An Interactive Demonstration) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:00 PM Library

Thom Adkins (Acoustic Cafe) The Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Music

Skating and a Movie Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:30 PM Library

Beginner Skate (standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:00 PM Six Nations

Juno Night with Caras Delegate & Sun Junkies! Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 07:00 PM Entertainment

Public Skate (no standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:30 PM Six Nations

Creedence Clearwater Survival - Ultimate John Fogerty 
CCR Experience

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Music

Karaoke Branch 90 Legion 08:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Grand Bayou 09:00 PM Entertainment

BarCode Manny’s Place 010:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM Amtgard

Let’s Read Kick Off Event Brant Sports Complex (Lafarge Hall) 01:00 PM Library

Monthly Meeting (genealogy) Brant County Branch OGS 02:00 PM Meeting/Open House/Expo

Family Literacy Day Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 03:00 PM Library

This Is That Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:00 PM Plays, Ballet etc.

MONDAY, JANUARY 23

PA Day: Wild About Science Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 10:30 AM Library

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

National Film Club @ BPL (The Hole Story) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:00 PM Library

PA Day: Movie Party! Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:30 PM Library

3D Avatar Printing (10+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 03:45 PM Library

Basic Bookkeeping Brantford-Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre 06:00 PM Classes

Family Fun Night Social Services Gym 06:00 PM Six Nations

National Film Club @ BPL (The Hole Story) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:00 PM Library

Let’s Yoga Together Community Night Mistico Mimi Wellness Centre 07:00 PM Classes

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24

Marketing Strategies Brantford-Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre 09:00 AM Classes

D&D Gamer Club (16+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:00 PM Library

Youth & Elders Program Dajoh Center 06:00 PM Six Nations

Edit Your Digital Photographs Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:30 PM Library

Family Swim Splash Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 07:00 PM Six Nations

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Hot Docs at the Library (Things Arab Men Say) Cty. of Brant Public Library (St. George) 06:00 PM Library

Belly Laffs Comedy Show Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26

Hot Docs at the Library (Things Arab Men Say) Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:00 PM Library

Little Picassos (4+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:30 PM Library

Open Mic Jam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27

Sandbox Science (ages 0-4) Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch) 10:30 AM Library

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Youth Drop In (12-16 yrs.) Social Services Gym 05:30 PM Six Nations

Making the Connection: Networking for Success Brantford-Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre 06:30 PM Classes

Josh Grant The Cedar House Grill and Martini Bar 07:00 PM Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre 08:00 PM Music

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28

3D Printing Technology Workshops Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 9:30 AM Library

David Lum (Acoustic Cafe) The Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Music

Skating and a Movie Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:30 PM Library

Beginner Skate (standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:00 PM Six Nations

Public Skate (no standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:30 PM Six Nations

Chris Sith & Friends Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke Branch 90 Legion 08:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Grand Bayou 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM Amtgard

The Brantford Community Symphony Orchestra New Covenant Church 03:00 PM Music

MONDAY, JANUARY 30

Demystifying FASD (& Jan. 31) Six Nations Community Hall 9:00 AM Six Nations

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

3D Avatar Printing (10+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 03:45 PM Library

Pop-up Skate Exchange Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 04:30 PM Library

Family Fun Night Social Services Gym 06:00 PM Six Nations

Creative Advertising Brantford-Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre 06:00 PM Classes

Writing Studio - Pulling Stories out of your Hat begins Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 06:30 PM Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Let’s Yoga Together Community Night Mistico Mimi Wellness Centre 07:00 PM Classes
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CAMBRIE’S LITTLE BOXES IS ALWAYS 
LOOKING FORWARD. 

At this time we would like to appeal to our community to 
help us replenish our supply of Christmas Cards and Lang 
Calendars. We hope that you will use the Milk calendar for 
tracking your appointments this coming year and refrain from 
writing in your beautiful Lang Calendars. The Lang calendar 
bags and boxes we make are very popular. We will need a 
good supply of these items as this year we are focusing all 
our attention to making up Christmas boxes and bags for 
the next Christmas season. All year we will be collecting 
Lang calendars and Christmas cards. Would you ask if your 
workplace, or church, or office would allow a container to 
collect the cards and Lang calendars (no glossy paper 
calendars please) on our behalf for the month of January? 

As you may have already heard, we have donated $20,000.00 
to the Stedman Community Hospice for the purchase of a 
hospice bed for Hankinson House. We have already started to 
put our efforts toward helping children at McMaster Children’s 
Hospital. When our children are sick we have found great 
comfort in knowing that McMaster Children’s Hospital is close 
by and looks after the needs of our children. 

We could not have raised such a large amount for our hospice 
without your help and we are so grateful for the support of this 
wonderful community of Brantford/Brant County. For more 
information please call Debbie Daggett at 519-751-2165 or 
message us through Cambrie’s Little Boxes Facebook page. 

Don’t let these needed items find their way to the landfill 
please. We can make them into something beautiful to help in 
the care of our children when they need specialized care and 
attention. Thank you so much for all of your donations this 
past year. It really made a big difference.

Merry Christmas to you all and a very happy & healthy New 
Year!!
 

Debbie Daggett and the wonderful group of volunteers.
Cambrie’s Little Boxes

Supporting our community…one little box at a time.

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

TUESDAY, JANUARY 31

Bookkeeping and Taxation Brantford-Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre 09:30 AM Classes

D&D Gamer Club (16+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:00 PM Library

Youth & Elders Program Dajoh Center 06:00 PM Six Nations

Digital Scrapbooking Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:30 PM Library

Family Swim Splash Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 07:00 PM Six Nations

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3

Curl For Stroke Brant Curling Club Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Youth Drop In (12-16 yrs.) Social Services Gym 05:30 PM Six Nations

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4

Beginner Skate (standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:00 PM Six Nations

Public Skate (no standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:30 PM Six Nations

Karaoke Branch 90 Legion 08:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5

Photoshop 101 Workshop Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM Amtgard

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Family Fun Night Social Services Gym 06:00 PM Six Nations

Let’s Yoga Together Community Night Mistico Mimi Wellness Centre 07:00 PM Classes

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7

Corn Soup Stories Gahwajiya:de’ Detenatgwa’ta (Family Gatherings) 05:00 PM Six Nations

Youth & Elders Program Dajoh Center 06:00 PM Six Nations

Family Swim Splash Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 07:00 PM Six Nations

Be seen with BSCENE

CELTIC FAMILY CHRISTMAS 
at The Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts
Saturday, December 17, 2016

A LOOK BACK AT DECEMBER THROUGH THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

BELINDA J. CLEMENTS
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CALCULATING PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY PAY
 

This month’s article clarifies the 
information from the Employment 

Standards Act, to help you to know the true 
rules surrounding this confusing topic.
To determine the amount of Public Holiday 
Pay owed to an employee, count the total 
amount of regular wages earned and 
vacation pay payable to the employee in the 
four work weeks before the work week in 
which the public holiday occurred, and divide 
by 20.  The resulting amount is the Public 
Holiday Pay owed to the employee.

If the Public holiday is normally a working day 
and the employee is not on vacation that day, 
the employer must give the employee the 
day off work and pay them public holiday pay 
for that day. 

If the Public holiday is not normally a working 
day or is a day on which the employee is 
on vacation, the employer must substitute 
another day that would normally be a 
working day for the employee to take off 
work and for which they shall be paid public 
holiday pay as if the substitute day were a 
public holiday.

Some employees are required to work on 
public holidays, such as retail or emergency 
personnel. If an employee agrees to work 
on a public holiday the employer pays the 
employee’s wages at his or her regular rate 
for the hours worked on the public holiday 
and substitutes another day that would 
normally be a working day for the employee 
to take off work, and for which he or she shall 
be paid public holiday pay as if the substitute 
day were a public holiday. Or, if the employee 
and the employer agree, the employer pays 

the employee public holiday pay for the day 
plus premium pay for each hour worked on 
that day. 

An employer who is required to pay premium 
pay to an employee for working a public 
holiday shall pay the employee at least one 
and one half (1.5) times his or her regular 
rate. The hours worked on the Holiday are 
not taken into consideration in calculating 
any overtime pay to which the employee may 
be entitled. 

The employee has no entitlement to 
premiums if they fail, without reasonable 
cause, to work all of their last regularly 
scheduled day of work before the public 
holiday or all of their first regularly scheduled 
day of work after the public holiday. 

Got Questions? Contact me for help with all 
of your Human Resources needs.

 

Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254

kissingerhrservices.com

VISION FOR 2017

As we pause for a moment at the top 
of 2017 and look at the year ahead I 

would like to offer this piece as a personal 
reflection. As an entrepreneur or as a 
business leader YOU are essentially 
your business. YOU are your own brand 
ambassador. Do you like the brand you are 
sharing in your conversations with others; 
including customers, family, friends and 
strangers (or as I like call them – people I 
am meeting for the first time). A big part 
about growing our business and growing our 
lives is about becoming bigger versions of 
ourselves and defining our success on our 
own terms.

Have you thought about what a successful 
2017 year looks like for you? Most business 
owners or leaders will have a financial 
target in mind for 2017 and will call the year 
successful if that is achieved. Of course 
having a financial growth target is smart 
and is a good business practice. However, 
if that is all you have in your definition of a 
successful year then you are likely missing 
many growth opportunities and therefore 
many celebrations! Don’t we all need more 
reasons to celebrate in our lives? I invite you 
to take some time to really think about what 
success means to you and what it looks like 
in your life beyond the financials. 

Maybe success looks like: slowing down your 
pace a little so you can enjoy all the small 

moments of joy that life has to offer; signing 
up for that art lesson you have secretly 
wanted to take; deeper and more meaningful 
relationship with your family, friends and 
customers.

I invite you to expand your definition of 
success so that you can maximize the 
moments of joy and delight in your days. 
Each time you meet a goal – celebrate 
it!!  This brighter, more joyful YOU will be 
excellent for business.  Happy New Year!!

Annyse Balkwill
Owner/Consultant

The LuminUS Group
905.599.1227

www.luminusgroup.ca

HUMAN RESOURCES

BUSINESS COACHING

KATHRYN KISSINGER

ANNYSE BALKWILL

GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!

POST CHRISTMAS BLAHS

The tree has been placed in recycling. We’ve 
shopped all the great New Year’s sales to 

get those tubs that we needed to store our 
décor away nice and neat! Christmas cards are 
down along with the holly and the ivy. 

Now that all the Christmas décor is away we 
can see the walls again and we’re not sure we 
like what we see. Whether you’re looking to 
buy, sell, invest, or just want a fresh new look 
for 2017, you may want to consider painting 
your home, inside and/or out. Here are a few 
things to consider. You might not be selling 
your home this year but planning for it in the 
near future is never too early! Do you have a 
child graduating this year? Giving birth? Some 
kiddos going from elementary to high school? 
Whatever the life changing event, those are 
often the events that spur us to either upsize 
or downsize our home. Looking forward the 
next few years...buying or selling a home may 
not be as far away as you think!

Should you paint?

There are many factors involved in marketing 
and selling your home. You can’t control most 
of them. The curb appeal of your home plays 
a big role in the sales process, and it’s one of 
the things you can have direct control over.  
You’ll never get another chance to make a 
first impression of how your home looks from 
the street. If your home exterior needs new 
paint, potential buyers might not even get out 
of their car to come in and look. Putting fresh 
paint on your home, both on the outside and 
the inside, is usually the one thing you can do 
that pays off the fastest. You’ll get more buyers 

looking, and they’ll like what they see more, 
translating into a better chance for a quick 
offer at a higher price.    

Try to stick with light, neutral colours. These 
seem to resonate best with buyers. A fresh 
coat of light beige on interior walls will freshen 
up your home and make it more marketable.    

Simply put, new paint is usually the most 
profitable improvement you can make when 
getting your home ready for sale. So unless 
your paint is already in “like new” condition, 
you probably should paint.

The Colour Shoppe Inc.
41 Morton Ave. East

519.753.3406
colourshoppeinc.com

HOME

CHRIS SCHMIDT

COMMUNICATIONS

HOW DOES HOSTED VOIP 
HELP YOUR BUSINESS?  
PART 2 : PRODUCTIVITY
 
The desk phone is still the primary form of 

communication in most businesses, and 
if not the primary, it is still important. Many 
people still spend much of their day on the 
phone, either answering or making calls. Having 
a more productive phone system will help make 
these employees more productive.

The obvious productivity enhancement in a 
Hosted VoIP system is the extra functionality 
that does not exist in older systems, or at least 
not without great cost involved. The biggest 
productivity feature I’ve found is Voicemail 
to Email so you can receive your voicemail 
without having to go back to the office or call 
in. Call Forwarding is close behind with many 
options to manually or automatically forward 
calls to someone else or to your own cell 
phone. Auto Attendants also help a customer 
get to the person they need to talk to as quickly 
as possible, particularly when phones (and the 
receptionist) are busy.

Hosted VoIP can also extend beyond the desk 
phone, allowing you to make and receive calls 
from a computer, tablet, or mobile phone as 
if you were at the office. This helps support 
remote staff and keep them connected to the 
rest of the office when they can not be there 
physically. 

If you have multiple offices, phones in all 
locations can be part of one system so anyone 
can be reached as an extension. If you have 
staff that move between the offices, they can 
have extensions in each location, or use Hot 
Desking, which allows you to log into a phone 
and turn that phone into your extension. Hot 
Desking is also useful for staff that are primarily 
out of the office (i.e. sales) but still allow them 
to use a desk phone when they are in the office 
without having to dedicate a phone to each 
mobile employee.

Next month, we’ll continue the Productivity 
discussion.

Cozzmic Communications
519.756.0741

www.COZZMIC.com
facebook.com/cozzmicphone

ROB SIMMONS

BScene is proud to offer advice from local experts for issues important to you. The advice provided is that of the participant and is not endorsed, nor does it necessarily reflect the opinion of BScene.
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PARIS & DISTRICT CHAMBER -  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Paris & District Chamber of Commerce held their Annual 
General Meeting to a inspired group of members on Tuesday, 
December 6th at the Arlington’s Dominion Telegraph Centre.

The event featured a wonderful meal from the Arlington, great 
conversation, and guest speaker Cody Novak. Awards were 

also given to a number of people for having been a member for 
10 years.

Congratulations to the Paris & District Chamber for another 
successful year of supporting local business!

Make sure to Be Seen supporting all our local businesses 
throughout the entire year!

LAUNCHPAD FINAL PRESENTATIONS
This semester’s cohort of LaunchPad students celebrated the 

completion of their term by showcasing their ideas, businesses, 
or organizations in a final presentation.

Wilfrid Laurier University’s LaunchPad program offers students 
and community members a chance to take an idea and develop 

it through research and community interviews. This gives 
entrepreneurs vital information about their market and idea so 

they can perfect their project.

This year’s cohort had a wide range of topics from men’s 
fashion, to coffee, and even some local not for profits.

At the end, guests were treated to some highlights on two local 
businesses that have already gone through the training and 

have become successful.

Presenters included:

-Dente J. D’lgnazio (Men’s Fashion)

-Federated Women’s Institutes of Canada (Brantford) &  
Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Homestead National Historic Site

-Ethical Coffee Chain

-Brantford Food Bank’s Good Food Box 

-Knight Owl Game Development 

-Joycult

Make sure to Be Seen supporting local business and 
encouraging budding entrepreneurs!

Be seen with BSCENE STORIES AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JASON FREEZE
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UPSTANDING COMEDY

FOOD SCENEBSCENE

M - F 11-2

Sat. 9-1

reservations
recommended

VALERIE SAWICKI

The Kitchen, located in downtown 
Brantford, is a cafe that is devoted 
to providing people with fast, 

fresh, delicious food. It is unique from 
many other places because everything 

on the menu is handmade. The menu is created based on which fruits 
and vegetables are in season at the time. Serving locally sourced food is 
very important at The Kitchen because it allows local businesses to grow 
together and helps reduce our carbon footprint. You can enjoy these local 
foods at breakfast, lunch or dinner from The Kitchen. The Kitchen wants 

people to know that they’re not necessarily a “health food” store. Instead, 
they serve real food done naturally. 

Co-owners, Brett Pottruff and Jeremy Stewart, wanted to give people a 
healthy option instead of the typical fast food. They noticed that there 

was a huge gap between healthy and unhealthy convenient food. They felt 
that people’s lack of time and money was forcing them to choose to eat 
unhealthily. The Kitchen makes eating healthy easy and affordable with their 
“grab and go” style of cafe. When people want to sit down and relax they can 
dine at The Kitchen on Thursday and Friday nights for a three-course meal 
for just $25 (calling to make a reservation is encouraged). There is also a 
brunch on Saturdays to have a relaxing experience. 

The cafe also offers a service called The Market Drop Off. It is a package 
that you pre-order to bring the market to you. You can get this healthy, 
indulgent assortment of food for just $15 per person for 5-200 people. 

Other catering services are made available to you such as meal planning. 
These meal plans are perfect for athletes, seniors, and people doing juice 
cleanses. The plans make living a healthy lifestyle simple and convenient. 

The Kitchen is happy to serve in downtown Brantford because it is 
continually improving. Jeremy believes that the number one thing to change 
right now in downtown Brantford is people’s attitudes towards it. People 
need to have a positive view towards it to make it thrive. There are so many 
amazing businesses there, like The Kitchen. 

Come visit The Kitchen at 72 Colborne Street East, Brantford. To find out 
more please visit their website www.thecolbornekitchen.ca. You can also 
find them on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter to stay updated about The 
Kitchen. 

Celebrate our community’s local Food Scene and make sure to Be Seen 
having a snack or enjoying a meal at The Kitchen!

Instagram colbornekitchen

facebook thecolbornekitchen

twitter colbornekitchen 

🔗 thecolbornekitchen.ca
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JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jackowetz

facebook @jJackowetz 

The bubble burst on 29-October-1929. 
That day marked the beginning 
of a long descent into misery and 

heartache for the working man. The stock 
market crash was the manifestation of an 
economic system that was unsustainable. 
The repercussions would be far reaching 
and long lasting. Boom and bust cycles 
have existed since the beginning of the 
industrial revolution but the world and 
Brantford never experienced a bust as 
was to come. Up to this time, the federal 
and provincial governments did not play 
a large part in the economy. They did not 
run any social programmes to speak of. No 
social safety nets were in place to ease the 
burden of those about to lose their jobs. The 
burden fell on the unemployed themselves 
and municipal governments. The most 
disadvantaged workers during this period 
were single men, because they did not have 
families to support; they were the first to be 
laid off, the last hired for civic relief projects, 
and allotted the least number of hours.
The stock market crash led to food 
lines and relief programmes becoming 
common as the 1930s progressed. The 
problems Brantford would encounter were 
exacerbated by a lack of diversification in the 
city’s industrial base.

INDUSTRY

The sudden drop in the stock market and 
the tales of gloom that followed caused 
the general population to reduce their 
spending. This happened in spite of the 
press, business, and government leaders 
telling the public that all was well and there 
was nothing to fear. On 25-April-1930 the 
Expositor wrote: 

The present is no time for pessimism 
in Canada. On the contrary, all the 
indications confirm the wisdom of those 
who have insisted that the present 
depression throughout the Dominion is 
merely temporary, and not justified by 
actual economic conditions.

The farm implements industry was impacted 
by the failure of the 1929 grain crop in 
western Canada. This directly led to a 
reduction in orders for both Massey-Harris 
and Cockshutt’s. Both companies asked 
the federal government to raise the tariffs 
on foreign made farm implements but the 
Liberal government of Mackenzie King took 

no action.

In September 1930, over 1,100 were 
unemployed in the City, the worst situation 
since 1921. The situation started to look 
promising for the farm implements industry 
when the new Conservative government 
of R.B. Bennett, elected on 28-July-1930, 
announced a 25 per cent tariff on imported 
farm implements. But a million dollar deal 
that Cockshutt had negotiated with the 
Russian government was lost when the 
federal government placed an embargo on 
Russian products entering Canada. In 1931, 
Cockshutt posted a $500,000 loss, Massey-
Harris suffered a 50 percent decline in their 
business, and Brantford Cordage shut down 
indefinitely because they objected to new 
taxes imposed by the federal government.

During this time, the City worked feverishly 
to stimulate the local economy with various 
campaigns: Made in Brantford Week, Buy In 
Brantford, Spend for Prosperity, and Shop 
At Home, all designed to get residents to 
buy Brantford produced goods. In addition, 
the Industrial Commission continued their 
efforts to attract new companies to the city. 
This resulted in Kester Solder Company of 
Chicago, Sterling Action & Keys, Universal 
Cooler, Sonoco Products Company, Turnbull 
Furnace Company, H.E. Mott, W.J. Campbell 
Electric, and the Coca-Cola Company to set 
up operations in the City.

In 1933, some companies started to show 
improvement in their sales. The stocks 
prices of Cockshutt, Massey-Harris, 
Waterous Engine Works, and Brantford 
Cordage made appreciable gains and 
Harding Carpets posted a profit. Cockshutt 
managed to survive the Depression years 
because they employed tight money 
controls and added to their cash reserves 
during the 1920s.

By 1936, factories reported significant 

increases in their workforces. The federal 
government reduced the tariffs on farm 
implements but Cockshutt and Massey-
Harris did not suffer from a drop in business 
as they expected. In 1937, Massey-Harris 
reported their first profitable year since 
1929.

Goold, Shapley & 
Muir, a manufacturer 
of steel windmill 
towers and 
small stationary 
gasoline engines, 
struggled through 
this period. The 
company’s product 
line stagnated in 
the 1920s and 
the company did 
not come up with 
new innovations. 
The company 
soldiered on but the 
Depression took 
its toll and in 1934 
the company was 
liquidated after 47 
years in business.

Another company 
to close was Ruddy 
Manufacturing, 
formerly Ham & Nott. 
Ruddy produced 
refrigeration cabinets 
that were cooled 
electrically. Ruddy 
produced special 
refrigerators, cold 
storage doors, ice 
cream cabinets, and 
soda fountains. As the 
Depression took its toll on new store building 
and modifications, sales plummeted and 
the plant was closed in 1933. In 1937, the 
plant was reopened under new management 
and a new name, Ruddy Freeborn, as the 
business climate started to improve. 

Rumblings of war in Europe resulted in 
orders to local firms from the Department of 
National Defence. Now the companies faced 
another problem, too many jobs and not 
enough men.

LABOUR

In 1937, Canada Carriage & Body Company, 
which was the renamed entity for the 
merged Brantford Carriage Company and 
Adams Wagon Company, became the first 

factory in the city to be organised by the 
United Autoworkers. However, the union had 
to withdraw its charter because of funding 
problems and because they received no 
support from the company to collect union 
dues. The union managed to again organise 
in 1942 and got the company to deduct 
union dues from the payroll, a first for a 
Brantford company.

The economic conditions were favourable 
to union organizers who provided workers 
with an alternative to company run unions. 
Workers felt that the companies were using 
the Depression as an excuse to reduce their 
wages and weaken working conditions. 
Labour unrest occurred at the Brantford 
Washing Company in 1935, Canada Car 
& Foundry Company in 1936, Dominion 
Radiator & Boiler Company and Kitchen 
Overall & Shirt Company in 1937, and with 
the projectionists at the College Theatre in 
1939.

RELIEF PROGRAMMES

As the number of men on relief swelled in 
1930, city council responded by arranging 
for public works projects that would provide 
employment, like they did during the 
economic downturn of the early 1920s. The 
relief burden was more than the City could 
bear on its own and measures were taken 
to reduce the relief rolls by disqualifying 
single men. Provincial money for public 
work projects became available in the fall of 
1930 and these funds were directed to the 
construction of sanitary sewers and dikes 
along the Grand River. In November, federal 
funds provided assistance to begin work on 
the Canadian National Railways cutoff north 
of the city. Tracks were never laid along the 
cutoff. The intent of the cutoff was to allow 
through freight trains to bypass the city. The 
cutoff ran from Garden Avenue to Paris Road. 
Freight trains continue to run through the 
City along the CN mainline to this day. The 
work on the cutoff became the foundation 
for Highway 403 through Brantford which 
was built in the 1960s. The highway through 
the city opened on 31-October-1966.

In order to lessen the municipal relief burden, 
the provincial and federal governments 

A LOOK BACK

A stationary gasoline engine manufactured by Goold, 
Shapely, and Muir in Brantford

Brantford 
During the 
Depression

“We have in Brantford, a microcosm, expressive in a 
way, of the whole Dominion of Canada, which is com-
posed in part of great manufacturing and industrial 
centres, surrounded by great agricultural areas.”

- from Prime Minister Mackenzie King’s speech at the Brantford Armoury 
in 1930 in front of an audience of 5,000 and broadcast over a country-wide 
radio hook up, that opened his re-election campaign.

Brantford Refrigerators advertisement. Manufactured in Brantford by Ruddy 
Manufacturing.
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began to cover one-third each of the relief 
to individuals for groceries, fuel, and rent. 
Although grateful for provincial and federal 
assistance, the City was determined to 
deal with its problems locally as much as 
possible.

By the summer of 1931, 1,900 men were 
on the relief rolls in Brantford and over 
3,100 registered as unemployed, the fifth 
highest unemployment rate in Ontario, this, 
in a city of 30,000. In October, Brantford 
sent 140 men to work camps in northern 
Ontario to work on the Trans-Canada 
Highway. However by the spring of 1932 
fewer than 25 Brantford men remained. The 
working conditions were horrible. In 1931, 
the City organised the Community League 
to oversee and coordinate all the relief 
agencies in the city regarding the raising of 
money for the relief effort. This was an arm’s 
length agency independent of city control. 
This model was initially so successful that 
it was copied and implemented by the 
provincial government. However, as the 
relief rolls swelled and the poor economic 
situation continued unabated, the social 
need outstripped the Community League’s 
ability to supplement and fund the relief 
effort, while at the same time trying to 
meet the directive from the Minister of 
Public Works to slash its inadequate relief 
allowances even further. In August-1933 
the Community League disbanded. A more 
permanent solution was needed.

The Community League was superseded by 
the Brantford Welfare Board that was tied to 
the City’s administration. As always, fairness 
and favouritism became issues with the 
Board and abuse allegations where regularly 
raised diverting attention and resources to 
investigation rather than providing support.

Relief numbers declined significantly in 1937 
and 1938 but rose again in the first half of 
1939. Even though the number of families 
on relief was declining, costs continued to 
increase because the federal and provincial 
contributions decreased. Their funding 
decreased because the economy was 
improving. The relief rolls and costs began 
to decline after the outbreak of World War 
II; in 1940 there were 226 families on relief 
compared to 1,245 families in 1939.

Relief matters were complicated during the 
decade by the arrival of the unemployed 
looking for work. Early in the decade, 
transients were tolerated and supported 
with free meals offered at the Police station 
but by 1938 the local citizenry had become 
less tolerant and the free meals were 
discontinued. The transients were largely 
single men.

CIVIC MATTERS

In 1931, City Council reduced the pay of 
city employees by ten percent. In 1932, all 
honoraria for civic officials were eliminated, 
including the $750 that the mayor received. 
However in 1933, the mayor received a 
raise and councillors voted themselves an 
annual honoraria of up to $200. Councillors 

to this point in the city’s history had not 
received any remuneration. The City’s 
financial situation was made worse because 
as relief payments increased, the ability of 
citizens to pay their taxes decreased. As a 
consequence, the total amount of unpaid 
taxes continued to grow. By 1935, the 
situation had become so severe that efforts 
were taken to collect the tax arrears by 
appealing to the citizen’s sense of obligation 
and the implementation of an instalment 
plan. It also helped that, by 1935, the 
economy started to improve.

On 25-May-1933, the Governor-General, the 
Earl of Bessborough, officially unveiled the 
Great War Memorial, honouring Brantford’s 
war dead. Proposed shortly after the end of 
the World War I, the completion was a long 
time coming.

Although civic improvements projects were 
curtailed during the 1930s, the Parks Board 
continued their efforts to beautify the City 
and provide functional recreation facilities. 
In 1935, Tutela Park was changed from an 
active sports park to a passive beauty spot; 
sports events were moved to Earl Haig Park. 
Mohawk Park remained a popular attraction 
although as the decade progressed the 
park moved away from hosting sports 
activities to that of leisure and recreation. 
In 1938, serious consideration was given 
for the construction of a combined arena 
and auditorium but World War II intervened. 
This project would finally come to fruition 
in 1967, 29 years later, with the opening 
of the Brantford and District Civic Centre, 
largely underwritten by the Brantford Labour 
Council.

Schools in the City fared no better. Teacher’s 

salaries were reduced, school 
renovations were kept to a 
minimum and no new schools 
were built. School closures due 
to budget constraints were 
avoided. In 1935, the school 
board introduced a free swim 
programme for boys offered 
through the YMCA. The CBC 
began to broadcast education 
programmes on the radio and 
the school board embraced the 
radio as a teaching tool. Because 
of the unemployment situation, 
attendance at BCI increased 
and many students returned 
after graduation for more 
work-oriented commercial and 
vocational courses.

The Brantford General Hospital 
suffered through the 1930s 
with a chronic space shortage 
and lack of an isolation ward. 
A hospital expansion was 
proposed in 1929 but it was 
defeated by City Council 
because of the fear of an 
economic downturn. In 1938, 
the Sisters of Saint Joseph 
proposed building a 50 bed 
hospital in the City, but this was 
rejected by the City. Instead the 

City finally proceeded with an expansion to 
the Brantford General Hospital and in July 
1939 sod was turned for the construction 
of what would become the Queen Elizabeth 
Pavilion. St Joseph’s Hospital was eventually 
built and opened in 1955.

Interestingly a motion was passed by City 
Council in December 1936 supporting the 
Eugenics Society of Canada’s call for the 
sterilisaton of the feeble minded.

PASTIMES & DIVERSIONS

Brantford had an active choir community 
of national and international renown. 
Brantford was known as the city of choirs. 
The Schubert Choir, conducted by H.K. 
Jordan, was recognised as one of the best 
unaccompanied a cappella choirs on the 
continent. The choir performed at Massey 
Hall and at the New York’s World Fair. The 
Canadian Choir, under the direction of 
Frederic Lord, was formed in 1930 and sang 
in Albert Hall in London and the Town Hall 
in New York City. Lord was the organist and 
choir director at First Baptist Church. Press 
reviews for both choirs were outstanding 
everywhere they performed, The Cockshutt 
Male Choir was organised in 1935 and was 
under the direction of Frank Holton. Holton 
was the organist at Wesley United Church. 
Holton also organised the Brantford Ladies’ 
Choir. Choirs were also organised in the 
city’s public schools.

The Brantford Boys’ Band was started in 
1931 and gave their first concert in 1932. 
In 1933 the dormant Brantford Symphony 
Orchestra was revived for one concert. It 
was a 75 piece ensemble with 30 musicians 
from Hamilton, conducted by Harold 

Vansickle. The Brantford Music Club brought 
vocalists and musicians to town as did the 
Brantford Community Concert Association, 
and the Kiwanis Club sponsored yearly 
operetta productions. The Brantford 
Drama League emerged to sponsor drama 
festivals, run apprenticeship programmes 
for aspiring actors, and produce one-act 
and full length plays at its Playhouse in West 
Brant. During this period Brantford no longer 
had a suitable theatre to stage productions. 
The Temple Theatre, now the Sanderson 
Centre, was converted in 1930 to exclusively 
show movies. The Grand Opera House was 
demolished in 1931. Only the Brant Theatre, 
primarily a movie theatre, BCI, and the 
Armoury remained, inadequate as they were, 
to host theatre productions.

The miniature golf craze took the city by 
storm in 1930. This led to the establishment 
of seven courses in the city. Deteriorating 
economic conditions snuffed out this craze 
the following year. Roller skating became 
all the rage in 1933 to the point where 
skaters became a traffic hazard. In order to 
provide skaters with a safe area to skate, 
Water Street, between Market Street and 
the Lake Erie & Northern train station at the 
Lorne Bridge was roped off in the evenings. 
A refreshment booth and improved lighting 
were installed on the street. Chain letters 
were also a popular pastime.

Circuses were a popular attraction. Brantford 
had its own circus company for 22 years, the 
Y Circus. The company produced an annual 
Easter event that was the city’s biggest 
annual entertainment attraction. It attracted 
sold out crowds. The circus’ run ended in 
1935 when its organiser, George Mosely, 
moved to Owen Sound.

The City’s swimming pool at Earl Haig 
Park was closed in 1930 due to a spinal 
meningitis outbreak then remained closed 
thereafter because of the difficult financial 
times the City was experiencing. So citizens 
returned to the river to swim and beach 
areas were developed in West Brant, Eagle 
Place, and Holmedale. A proposal was made 
in 1939 to reopen the pool but the costs 
were deemed too high.

Brantford had professional teams in both 
baseball and hockey but both teams folded 
in 1930; the baseball team midway through 
its season. Sports continued to thrive at the 
amateur level. Brantford’s most successful 
hockey team during this era was the 
Brantford Lions who won their junior B group 
in 1937, 1938, and 1939. The team was 
coached by Tommy Ivan, who left to coach 
the Chicago Black Hawks. Jack Sewchuk 
went on to play for the Boston Bruins. My 
father played on this team in 1939.

The Maich brothers, Joe, Bill, Don, and 
Peter, dominated in the boxing ring. Bill 
won the Canadian amateur heavyweight 
championship in 1933 and went on to 
represent Canada in the British Empire 
Games in England in 1934.

Continued on page 20
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Brantford Lions Jr B hockey player, my father, John Jackowetz, 1939. 
Photo was taken on Usher St. The Broad St hill is in the background.
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BRANTFORD STREET 
RAILWAY

During the 1930s, a battle was fought 
between those that valued and wanted 
to keep the street railway and those that 
thought of themselves as progressives that 
wanted to convert the system entirely to 

buses. The increase 
in automobile 
ownership and 
the Depression 
were contributing 
to a decline in 
the ridership and 
revenue of the street 
railway. These events 
eventually wiped 
out the intercity 
radial railways. The 
Brantford & Hamilton 
Electrical Railway 
which opened its 
line between the two 
cities on 23-May-
1908 made its final 
run on 30-June-
1931. Transportation 
service between 
the two cities was 
replaced by buses.

In October 1932, 
a two month trial 
of bus service was 
implemented and 
all street cars were 
withdrawn. After the 
trial, citizens voted 
two to one to return 
to street car service.

In 1934, the street 
railway, hydro, and water commissions were 
merged into the Public Utilities Commission. 
One aesthetic result of the merger was the 
elimination of innumerable poles carrying 
hydro, telephone, telegraph, and street 
railway lines. The proliferation of poles along 
Colborne Street was such that residents 

referred to it as Poleborne Street.

In 1936, the slow implementation of buses 
to replace street cars began. The future 
was buses, not street railways. The route 
along Market Street to Terrace Hill Street 
was switched in buses. In 1937, buses 
began running to West Brant, the street 
car tracks to Mohawk Park were removed, 
and the street car barns on Brant Avenue 
were remodelled to accommodate buses. 
In May 1938, a bylaw to replace the street 
cars with buses was again defeated. Finally 
in December 1939 a bylaw calling for 
the gradual motorisation of system was 
approved. The street car made its last run 
on 31-January-1940. It is interesting to note 
that street car systems that were common 
in Ontario municipalities and largely removed 
during the 1920s and 1930 and now making 
a comeback.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

The last person hanged at the Brantford 
Jail was Joseph Bomberry in 1932. He was 
executed for the murder of his common-law 
wife.

The raising rate of automobile ownership 
added new problems for police to deal 
with. Traffic accidents, Highway Traffic Act 
charges, and gasoline theft where new and 
growing problems. Downtown traffic and 
parking were also significant problems for 
the City and the police. Drivers charged with 
certain types of careless driving began to 
be referred to as Brantford driving by the 
police magistrates across southern Ontario. 
To combat the challenge of the automobile 
being used more regularly in criminal activity, 
two-way radios were introduced in police 

cars in 1937.

THE STORY OF 
ALEXANDER GRAHAM 
BELL, A FILM

In 1939 Twentieth Century-Fox released 
the movie The Story of Alexander Graham 
Bell. City Councillors were outraged to 
learn that no scenes of Brantford were 
included in the movie and only one passing 
reference to Brantford was made in the film. 
City Council called on the Ontario Censor 
Board to ban the film unless changes were 
made to give Brantford its due regard 
and place in the story. The Censor Board 
ordered the temporary suspension of the 
film on 18-April. Twentieth Century-Fox then 
cancelled all bookings of the film in Canada. 
They then added a prologue to the film for 
Canadian screenings which included two 
shots of the Bell Homestead, two of the 
Bell Memorial, and a scroll which contained 
a statement by Bell that the invention 
took place in his father’s home (the Bell 
Homestead) in 1874.

ROYAL VISIT

On 7-June-1939 King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth visited Brantford on their 1939 
Royal Tour. A fifteen minute stopover at the 
CNR train station was reluctantly granted 
after fierce lobbying by civic officials and 
Brantford’s M.P. W. Ross Macdonald. Over 
50,000 people showed up at the train 
station, some as early at 2:30 in the morning 
to catch a glimpse of the royal couple. In a 
break with protocol the couple refused to sit 
in the chairs provided for them so they could 
better experience the visit.

Movie poster - The Story of Alexander Graham Bell,  
Twentieth Century-Fox, 1939

1.800.265.0710 | 519.758.8090 | sandersoncentre.ca

This is That
Sunday January 22 | 7:00 PM

Classic Albums Live presents Eagles 
– Hotel California  
Friday February 3 | 8:00 PM

Tea Party Transmission Tour
Friday February 17 | 8:00 PM

The Life of Santee Smith 
Tuesday March 14 | 8:00 PM  | Main Lobby

Dada 
Wednesday March 15  | 1:30 PM

Rhythm of the Dance 
Thursday March 16 | 2:00 PM

Comedy in Motion with Bob Cates 
Sunday March 19 | 3:00 PM

The Honouring
with Special Guest Logan Staats  
Wednesday March 22 | 7:00 PM

Terri Clark
Opening Act Jessica Mitchell 
Wednesday March 29 | 8:00 PM

Just for Laughs Comedy Tour
(Warning! Adult content)
 Tuesday April 4 | 8:00 PM

Classic Albums Live presents 
Pink Floyd Dark Side of the Moon 
Thursday April 6 | 8:00 PM

Pauly and the Goodfellas 
Tuesday April 11 | 2:00 PM 

Trans-Canada Highwaymen with 
Berg, Northey, Murphy and Page 
Wednesday April 26 | 8:00 PM

Pavlo
Wednesday May 3 | 8:00 PM | Main Lobby 

Strings Attached 
Thursday May 4  | 7:00 PM

Voices of Showtime 
Wednesday May 17 | 2:00 PM

Big Band on Broadway  
Tuesday May 30 | 7:00 PM

The Bob Marley All-Star Show 
40th Anniversary  
Friday June 2 | 8:00 PM

2017 
SEASON
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Be seen with BSCENE

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
Presented by The Rose & Thistle

Saturday, December 13, 2016

UGLY CHRISTMAS 
SWEATER WORKSHOP

A LOOK BACK AT DECEMBER THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

BELINDA J. CLEMENTS

Tammy Hunt-Eechaute, owner of The Closet Door, hosted 
the 2nd Annual Ugly Christmas Sweater Workshop on 

Thursday, December 8th.

Armed with hot glue guns, bows, bells, beads, bobbles, and 
bits, the participants got busy designing their creations. 

After a few glue gun burns, glitter fights, and some 
shortbread cookies, the ugliest, ugly Christmas sweaters 

were born.

Prizes for the top 3 sweaters were awarded to: Lisa Martin 
in first place, with second place going to Brian Dorogi, and 

third place being awarded to Matt Mannen.

The Closet Door at 111 Sherwood Drive is where you can 
purchase fabulous, fashionable, gently worn clothing 

and accessories at an incredible price and also help the 
Brantford General Hospital Cancer Wing.

Be sure to Be Seen wearing your Ugly Christmas Sweater 
while shopping locally for a cause at The Closet Door!

Story and Photography by: Belinda J. Clements

DENISE KINCHSULAR

VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS AT HUNTER HOODLESS D DEAN ELLIS



22 BSCENE.ca Entertainment & Community Guide

SANDRA L. ANDERSON

twitter @Sandlyn

🔗  sandlynpublishing

Welcome to 2017 and a whole New Year of theatre 
in Brantford, Brant County.

If you are an avid reader of this column, you know that 
Community Theatre in this area is very vibrant. This month 
several groups are starting rehearsals for their March shows 
and several are auditioning for their June and Summer 
shows. Amateur community theatre loves new faces and 
welcomes new talent either on stage or behind the scenes. 
If you want to try acting or have a skill for sewing, finding or 
fitting costumes, stage lighting, stage building, carpentry, 
sound, organization or leadership skills in props or stage 
managing, theatre groups would love to hear from you. 

KiS Productions presents Brant Improv Festival 
with Proceeds to Brantwood

As for performances, January is generally a dry month. If you 
want to see a play in town, you are usually out of luck. Enter 
KiS Productions. KiS is a new theatre group composed of 
Kevin Procter and Steven B Andrews, both of Brantford. With 
the help of local playwright and thespian Martin Smith, KiS is 
launching their first Improv Festival. 

The Brant Improv Festival, featuring plenty of off-the-cuff 
improvisational comedy, will be held January 20 and 21, 
2017 from 7:30 PM to 1:30 AM each night at the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch #90, 21 Oak St. Brantford, ON. It will 
be a drop-in format for the audience throughout the night. 
Tickets are $5 at the door and all proceeds go to Brantwood 
Community Services.

Procter and Andrews got into a discussion about improv 
during the Toronto Fringe Festival where they performed an 
original play MR. NEP?. They thought improv would be one of 
the directions in which to take KiS Productions. Then, shortly 
after Toronto Fringe, Martin Smith contacted them with the 
idea for a Brant Improv Festival. “We took this as a sign and 
ran with Martin,” says Procter. Smith said he heard Andrews 
mention his interest in improv and around the same time 
Brantwood expressed interest in an event to help support 
their work and improv was one of the ideas. 

“I thought it would be good to bring these two worlds 
together and met with Kevin and Steven (KiS Productions) 
about doing something during the quieter winter months. I 
had worked with both in theatre and enjoyed the experience 
very much,” says Smith. 

The festival will be a variety of improvised art forms including 
comedy, painting, music and even fashion. 

“Like most improv it will absolutely involve audience 
participation in a wide range of skits, games and activities. 
We’ll be asking the audience for ideas and suggestions and 
we will occasionally pull people from the audience to be a 
part of the activities.”

There were about 15 people involved by the end of 
December and KiS was still recruiting actors and 
organizations to be involved.

 “We absolutely will look at doing this in the future,” says 
Smith 

Procter adds, “I’m very excited at the prospect of an annual 
event. Perhaps we could bring the event to multiple venues 
within the same time, utilizing the talent of several different 
actors spread out among those venues.”

Smith says the Legion on Oak St. was chosen due to it being 
a good size and fully accessible. “The folks at the Legion 
have been very supportive,” he says.

When asked if KiS was excited about the event, Procter 
says, “Very much so. Excited, nervous, and excited again. 

The actors we have lined up have shown their improv talents 
and dazzled KiS Productions. This should prove to be a very 
entertaining evening for both audience members and actors 
alike.”

Smith adds, “As the event draws nearer my adrenaline has 
been increasing. Live off-the-cuff comedy and theatre are 
incredibly exciting and quite a rush. I personally love the thrill 
of never quite knowing what comes next and the way improv 
unfurls in the moment.”

He adds, “We have priced the event so that groups and 
families can make this an affordable night. It is just $5 and all 
the profits go to the great work that Brantwood does.”

Procter says, “This, like all theatre in my experience, will be 
a challenge, and a great opportunity to entertain people, 
and to learn and grow as an actor, and as a person. I’m truly 
looking forward to this event, and to where it takes KiS 
Productions.”

The story of KiS Productions began in an elevator. Andrews 
and Procter met in their apartment elevator and Andrews 
happened to be reading a script. They discovered they 
knew a lot of the same local actors. “We were neighbors. We 
both found out we had an interest in theatre. We performed 
together in a production of A Christmas Carol,” says 
Andrews. He was Scrooge and Procter was Jacob Marley. 
“After that, we decided we had to do a two-man show,” says 
Andrews. 

“Two months later, Kevin shows me a script from a local 

SANDRA  ON SCENE

Counsellor Cheryl Antoski, Chair of the Task Force; Lorna Stratton of ICHTHYS Theatre; and Vern Payne, Co-chair of the Task Force and Chair of the 
Brantford Cultural Advisory Committee, look forward to continuing the work of the Task Force to Investigate a Midsized Performance Facility in Brantford in 
2017.
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writer Peter Cook called MR. NEP? and I fell in love with it. We 
agreed to rehearse it then perform it in dramatic festivals. 
We thought it had a lot of potential. Our first festival was the 
Left of Centre with ICHTHYS. We then sent our script to a 
few fringe festivals and Toronto chose us first. Kevin made 
the name KiS Productions because he needed to submit a 
production name to the Toronto Fringe Festival. I was rather 
impressed that he came up with it so quickly. The name 
stands for ‘Kevin isn’t Steven’. Kind of cute. KiS productions 
was born.”  

As for what the future holds for KiS, Procter says, “Steven 
would love to present further stage productions through KiS, 
either in Brant or at some Fringe Festivals.” 

Procter sees a need for theatre awards, recognition, and 
critique within Brant County and Brantford, and would love 
to take the company in that direction as well.  “Although 
these and other thoughts are still works in progress,” he 
says, “ideally, KiS Productions would like to be producers and 
promoters of great theatre within Brant and the surrounding 
areas.”

KiS Productions invites all members of the theatre 
community to contact them concerning the development 
of an awards and recognition program, as well as a theatre 
critics program, for theatre in Brant, Brantford and Norfolk. 

Procter and Andrews each have a variety of interests.  
Procter is continuing his work with “Murder For Hire”, a 
company producing Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre 
throughout Ontario. Andrews enjoys continuing acting in 
community theatre in Brantford and Hamilton. 

Andrews and Proctor are also in a band, with Proctor on 
drums, Kyle Edwards on lead guitar, Dallas Moses on bass 
and Andrews on vocals. They are hoping to feature the band 
at the Brant Improv Festival.

Task Force for Midsized Performance Facility – 
Feasibility Study in 2017

The Chair of the Task Force to consider a Midsized 
Performance Facility in the city, Cheryl Antoski says, “The 
goal of the Task Force is to identify if there is a need for 
a midsized performance theatre in Brantford. The need 
must be assessed from the performance group side of the 
equation as well as the audience side.” 

So far there has been a round table meeting with several 

performing groups. 

“It was interesting to learn that 
these groups had not been under 
the same roof for collaboration 
purposes before,” says Antoski. 
“The very lack of resources has 
forced them into an unintentional 
competition.”

Lorna Stratton of ICHTHYS Theatre 
who is also a member of the Task 
force adds, “Brantford is rich in 
talent resources. The amount of 
talent and the quality continues to 
amaze, but this is mostly a well-
kept secret; it is known within the 
arts and culture sector, but not 
within the citizenry at large.”

Antoski says she feels there is a 
need for a mid-sized performance 
facility that can be multi-purpose. 
“We already have a lot going on 
in town from an Arts & Culture 
perspective, but it is so fragmented 
that it is difficult for the performing 
groups to gain any traction. I think 
our round table meeting and 
survey have concluded that there 
is a need for the performers. What 
we need to assess next is whether 

audiences will support it. This is our next step - to find 
funding for a feasibility study.”

Stratton adds, “The task force is looking at a performing 
arts centre, not just a theatre. A performing arts centre 
hosts theatre, music (instrumental and vocal, groups and 
soloists), dance, spoken word (poets, speakers of all sorts), 
conferences, special events, etc. The more multi-purpose 
it is, the better it can be used to its fullest capacity. A main 
performance hall that can be adjusted to 
hold several different sizes of audiences, 
and a rehearsal hall that can double as a 
small performance venue is our vision to 
accommodate the synergy such a facility 
can generate.”

Besides the user group round-table, the 
survey, and investigating funding sources 
for a feasibility study, the Task force is 
also researching other such facilities and 
operating models and identifying possible 
locations. 

“The group is also working on helping to 
raise the profile of Arts & Culture in the 
City of Brantford,” says Antoski.

Stratton says, “Lack of an identifiable 
single venue for performing arts groups 
has contributed to the low profile of 
arts and culture in the city. It is a big 
struggle to build an audience when they 
must follow each different group around 
to various venues, none of which are 
designated spaces for performance. It 
makes promotion very difficult and time-
consuming. A single venue which hosts 
many events would be a focus for patrons 
who could simply look up what’s going on 
at the performance centre.”

The goal of the Task Force for 2017 will be 
the feasibility study. 

“From there, if the study supports a need, 
we will need to further study locations and 
operating models along with any other 
recommendations from the study,” says 
Antoski. 

Stratton adds, “The Task Force fully expects the study will 
find in support of the need for a midsize venue, but for a 
study to be properly executed, it must start from the basis of 
proving need.”

Antoski says the response to the Task Force’s work has 
been very positive. “People recognize the need for balanced 
activity in a City the size of Brantford.” She adds, “We’ve 
done a great job with sports and recreation but we’re missing 
a whole segment of people who are interested in Arts & 
Culture. The recent Economic Development research that 
has been completed speaks quite loudly to the need to 
enhance and add resources to the Arts & Culture segment of 
this community.”

Stratton adds, “As the city grows with more and more folks 
moving in from Toronto and the Golden Horseshoe, they 
come expecting to find cultural facilities that they are used 
to. They are looking for them and will support them. We don’t 
want them feeling they have to join so many Brantfordians 
who travel outside the city for their entertainment.” 

Antoski says she feels positive. “There is a lot of work ahead 
of us. We’ve had four groups come forward suggesting 
possible locations for this venue and we continue to 
investigate what is needed. However, we have a diverse 
population in Brantford and people are telling us that they 
would like this.” 

Stratton adds, “The difference between this Task Force and 
previous attempts at creating a community performance 
venue, is that this is a city sponsored mandate, and therefore 
there is much more optimistic and enthusiastic anticipation.”

For more information contact Sara Munroe, Arts and Culture 
Coordinator, Economic Development & Tourism - City of 
Brantford 519-751-9900 x 5048  smunroe@brantford.ca 
If you have an Arts and Culture event you can upload it to 
mybrantford.ca and of course BScene Paper. bscene.ca

*A review of the show can be found at: 
http://www.mooneyontheatre.com/2016/07/01/mr-nep-kis-productions-2016-toronto-
fringe-review/

KiS Productions’ Kevin Proctor and Steven B Andrews perform MR. NEP? on stage at the Left of Centre Festi-
val in Brantford, 2015. They then took it to the Toronto Fringe Festival the next year.* 
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