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BSCENE SUPPORTS LOCAL THROUGH THE ENTIRE CHAIN
From beginning to end, the BSCENE paper stays local and supports local
endeavours. Our publication starts out by being printed locally at Ricter
Web Printing. From there, we distribute locally to many businesses
and organizations within our grand community. Then, at the end of the
month, we’ll collect any left over papers for recycling. These papers
are recycled through a special fundraising program with SydenhamHeritage United Church and Hartmann’s Canada. Hartmann’s is a local
egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale and turns the papers into
egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store. The money raised
through this fundraising program gets sent back to Sydenham-Heritage
United Church to be used in their Green programs for sustainable
upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting local whenever we can
and is honoured to be able to stay local from start to finish.
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t’s been over a year and a half since
Brantford Town Crier, David McKee’s
great success in New Zealand. On
that occasion, he brought home the
Ambassador Award for having loudly
touted Brantford’s virtues. Now, after a
judging panel reviewed his application,
McKee was invited to compete in the
Bermuda International Town Crier
Competition 2017, April 18-22, against
24 others selected from around the
world.
In this, his Silver Jubilee Year as Town
Crier, McKee reflects back to the day he
was appointed by City Council on May

25, 1992. “I felt great pride and civic
responsibility when then Mayor Bob
Taylor read, ‘Be it hereby resolved that
David V. McKee become the Official
Town Crier for the Corporation of the
City of Brantford, to cry proclamations,
resolutions, and declarations, and to
bring greetings and congratulations
from the City of Brantford to other
communities and to those groups or
individuals deemed deserving.’ Since
that day, I have been a proud part of
hundreds of City, charity, Chamber of
Commerce, and private functions. But
it is the ‘other communities’ part that
provides an opportunity to tell potential
tourists that we are special and have
much to offer those who visit.”
This year, that
opportunity is
even greater
than usual. Not
only is there an
international
competition in
Bermuda, but
also there is to
be a Canadian
Championship
in Markham,
Ontario in June
and another
international event
in the Annapolis
Valley, Nova Scotia
in September.
McKee notes
that, while there
have been
North American
and Provincial
championships,
there has not
been a Canadian
championship
since before he
became Town
Crier. He has his
sights on winning
this event during
Canada’s 150th
year.
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DAVID McKEE
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facebook brantfordtowncrier

People
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Naturally, participating in these events
costs money. A City grant has already
covered McKee’s airfare and a night’s
hotel in Bermuda. He is waiting to hear
from some corporate sponsors. If
funding comes in over what is needed
for Bermuda, those dollars will be
allocated to the other two big events.
McKee adds that, in addition to the
three special competitions, there
are two annual events, Bracebridge
and Ingersoll, and the Provincial
Championships at which he will
represent Brantford.

When McKee went to New Zealand,
community support was a real factor
in why he was able to bring home the
Ambassador Award. If the people
of Brantford or local businesses
would like to sponsor the Town
Crier’s participation in this year’s
competitions, please contact David
McKee at (519) 752-4919 or e-mail
brantfordtowncrier@rogers.com or
message him through Brantford Town
Crier on Facebook (please “Like” the
page) and arrangements will be made.
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MUSIC SCENE

BIG BAND EXTRAVAGANZA CONCERT TO CELEBRATE 35
YEARS OF THE GEORGE ROSE BIG BAND IN BRANTFORD
facebook The-George-Rose-Big-Band
🔗  thegeorgerosebigband.com

W

hen George Rose moved
to Brantford in 1981,
he had no idea that one
year later he would form a big band
that would become a major part of
his life in the years to follow. Now
celebrating its 35th anniversary,
Rose has had the band back into
the recording studio to record a
special 35th anniversary album
(which is awesome!), and has
planned a Big Band Extravaganza
concert featuring three big
bands at New Covenant Christian
Fellowship Hall, on April 9th.
The bands joining the Rose Band
for this occasion, are The Loretta
Hale Big Band, and The George
Arnone Big Band, both from the
Hamilton Area. The Loretta Hale
Big Band was formed by Loretta
in 2005, utilizing mostly music
grads from Mohawk College and
McMaster University. The George
Arnone Big Band was originally
formed by veteran sax player
George Arnone, who recruited
many Hamilton area musicians that
he had known for years. Although
Arnone still plays in the band, and
it still bears his name, trumpeter
Dave Baldry looks after all band

business, and is considered to be
the current leader. The band also
has a separate music director,
Nick Alfano. The bands will take
turns on stage, presenting their
best performances, as they will be
very conscious that their fellow
musicians are watching.

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

The George Rose Big Band has
performed all over southern
Ontario since its formation,
including such places as
Tobermory, Port Elgin, New
Liskeard, and Mount Forest, but
most of their work has been in
the Toronto, Hamilton, Oakville,
Kitchener, London, Burlington,
and Niagara regions. With five of
the original thirteen musicians still
in the band after 35 years, Rose
admits that playing in the band is
a labour of love, and if you were in
it to make money, you would have
quit long ago. Since its inception
35 years ago, the band has grown
from the original 13 members to
its current size of 19 musicians.
Rose claims there is so much talent
in the band that the potential is
limitless!

Change is Diﬃcult. Our WHOLE TEAM Works Together with You.
If you are unhappy with your present providers, we are ready for you!
Respect Starts Here.

Methadone Maintenance Treatment

- across from Maria’s Pizza

&
Mon. - Fri. 7am-6pm

Sat. 8am-3pm

Sun. 9am-1pm

facebook Twitter BSCENEPaper
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VOLUNTEERS
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
FOR OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEERISM
AIMED AT EDUCATING
recruit right across the country.

YVONNE VAN DE WIELECOOPER

twitter @YWiele
🔗  roundtablepr.com

T

he committee chair of the Lifetime
Achievement Awards for Outstanding
Volunteerism says despite what we
may think, volunteerism is on the decline.
“We know from research, we know from
Volunteer Canada, that there is still thankfully
a significant amount of volunteerism across
the country, but most definitely on the whole
volunteerism is on the decline, which is one
reason we felt it was important to establish
this award, to draw attention to the need for
volunteerism.”
Derek Bond, who also works with BRAVA,
the Brant Regional Association of Volunteer
Administrators, says there are also funding
cutbacks for volunteer administrators and
management and it’s getting tougher to

He says they’re not quite certain why it’s
happening, but the trend is noticeable and
they’re doing everything they can to halt
it and reverse it. That’s one big reason the
Lifetime Achievement Award for Outstanding
Volunteerism was created. It takes in
Brantford, Brant County, Six Nations of the
Grand River and the Mississaugas of the
New Credit First Nation.
This year’s fourth annual event takes
place Monday April 24th at the Hagersville
Community Centre and three recipients,
who’ve spent a lifetime of helping,
building, teaching and healing within their
communities, will be honoured.
Mary Welsh is perhaps best known for her
work with the Brant Waterways Foundation
which provides assistance for projects
that preserve and protect waterways along
the Grand River watershed within Brant,
Brantford, Six Nation and New Credit. Over
the years she has also been a member of
countless boards and committees.
Geronimo Henry is a residential school
survivor who has spoken tirelessly to
groups about his experiences as a child.
He supports others who’ve been through
the same nightmare and is also known for
his work with the Woodland Cultural Centre
where he conducts tours. Henry remains
active within and outside of Six Nations

MARY WELSH

Photos: Sean Allen

NEEDED!
GERONIMO HENRY

helping people understand the horrors of
the residential school nightmare.
Walter Gretzky is known to many as
Canada’s hockey Dad. After seeing son
Wayne rise to the pinnacle of hockey
stardom, the longtime Brantfordian has
mentored countless youngsters, hosted
minor hockey tournaments and has a street
hockey tournament named after him. Walter
never turns down an autograph or a chance
to encourage others.
Bond says the people they honour each
year, don’t seek any “limelight.” He says
“they don’t do what they do looking for
admiration or recognition, but because it’s in
their heart, in their soul and they know it’s the
right thing to do.” Bond says these people
are everywhere in our communities.
A legacy fund starting at $5000 is created in
each recipient’s name through sponsorships,
community grants and corporate donations.
It runs in perpetuity and award recipients
work with the Community Foundation which
administers the fund, on directing where the
money goes.
And although this year’s three recipients are
well known for their efforts, volunteerism
doesn’t have to be elaborate. There’s
“episodic” volunteerism which could include
helping a neighbor shovel snow, or rake
leaves, or longer term commitments like

driving people to cancer clinics.
“Volunteerism gives you the reward of
knowing you’re doing something positive
for others not because you have to, but
because you choose to, “says Bond.
Meantime, he says the economy depends
on it and if everyone stopped volunteering it
would be “devastating beyond belief.”
To encourage people to give of their time,
there needs to be opportunity such as the
province’s community hours program, which
students need to complete to graduate from
high school. The program now goes back to
grade seven and eight and Bond says that’s
a good thing.
“The earlier you get them interested, the
more opportunities you create, obviously the
better the likelihood of long term
commitment to volunteering as they get
older,” he said.
This year’s Lifetime Achievement Awards
honouring Mary Welsh, Geronimo Henry and
Walter Gretzky, takes place Monday April
24th at the Hagersville Community Centre at
6 p.m., and is free to attend, but registration
is required by contacting Caitlin LaForme
at the New Credit Administration office via
email
caitlin.laforme@newcreditfirstnation.com
or by calling 905-768 5858.

WALTER GRETZKY

BSCENE.ca
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THERE’S SOMETHING NEW
ROLLING IN TO PARIS...
RENEE VANDERHARST

twitter @bbbsge
facebook bbbsge
🔗 bigdifference.ca

S

pring is here. For some that means getting out into the garden, or
the start of baseball season. For others, like the Executive Director
of Big Brothers Big Sisters, Myles Rusak, it means a countdown to
the day he gets to go pick up “Dolores”: she’s his new bike!
Now, I’m no one’s “old lady”, I have never been on a “chopper”, and I find
leather rather uncomfortable to wear personally… BUT I do have to say
that motorcycles are beautiful, and from my experience riders are kind,
gentle, and generous people – not the “scary” bad guys you see on TV. My
husband’s best friend has a Harley, and he is a seven foot tall teddy bear
that would never hurt a fly!
I expect that “Dolores” will soon become a local celebrity as Myles drives
around showing off his new addition, and she becomes a mascot for Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Grand Erie and our new event: Bike Night in Paris.
The bi-weekly event will kick off Tuesday April 18th. All Bikers, Trikers,
Scooters, and friends are welcome to join us at the Wincey Mills in Paris at
31 Mechanic Street. There will be LIVE entertainment, and a charity BBQ
6pm to 9pm.
Every other Tuesday from mid-April to October, these Bike Nights will
help promote our youth mentoring programs, and promote the wonderful
community we now call home. The downtown Paris core has welcomed us
with open arms, and we want to invite everyone to come enjoy it with us.
Bring on the sunshine, BBQ, and beautiful chrome creations. Find us on
Facebook and Instagram and spread the word @bikenightinparis

IT’S TUNE-UP TIME!
JULIAN COLE

Instagram brantfordcyclepath
facebook brantfordcyclepath
🔗 brantfordcyclepath.ca

W

ith spring approaching, it’s time to focus on getting our bicycles into
good working order. Many of them have spent the last few months
in storage and could use some new components. Let’s look at the
common ones.
If your chain has seen decent mileage it should be replaced. If wear is
excessive, then the rear gear cluster will also need to be changed or the
shifting may skip and jump.
Cables allow the components on your bike to function. They slacken with
use. To restore proper shifting, cable slack needs adjusting. Check cables for
crimping, rust or fraying. Every bike can use fresh cables and they’re one of the
least expensive parts to replace.
The better you stop, the faster you’ll go. Not only do brake pads wear
down, they become contaminated with grime. Fresh pads will improve your
confidence and peace of mind.
Worn tires are less safe. The friction of the road wears them down and they
become thinner. This is why that thorn penetrated your tire casing. While
inspecting the tread surface, inspect the sidewalls of your tires. They can
weaken as the sidewall ages, producing cracks. This is common if a tire has
been ridden while under inflated. If it’s time to replace your tires, buy the best
ones you can afford. The rubber is of a higher quality and they are less heavy,
which produces a livelier, more comfortable ride.
People love to complain about saddles. Depending on the quality and
frequency of use, saddles can break down quickly. The foam padding becomes
non supportive. Modern saddles are offered in various widths and shapes
to fit your body more
accurately. If your
seating isn’t what it
used to be, replace it
with something more
agreeable.
Your water bottles can
always use replacing.
It’s a good idea to own
several so that they can
be properly cleaned
and used in rotation.
Some are antimicrobial
to prevent the growth
of nasty bacteria.
Go out to the garage,
move the snowblower
out of the way and give
your bike the once
over. Perhaps the silly
groundhog was right...

APRIL 2017
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Savoie further explained tempering involves melting the chocolate, then bringing it down to a
cooling stage. From there she can mold it, dip it, and much more.
“Right now we’re working on chocolate Easter bunnies, and cream and filled eggs, name
eggs.”

LINDSAY ROCHE

Every holiday calls for some high quality chocolate to share, and Easter is of course no
exception.

A

“For Easter we have lots of solid chocolate bunnies all decorated. We’ve got hollowed
bunnies, we’ve got cream eggs, butter cream, toffee cream, cherry cream. We have a chewy
coconut egg, and it’s similar to a mountains bar. We’ll have some Easter baskets. We have
lots of novelty pieces, like chocolate in the shape of carrots, a little of everything,” Savoie
explained.

chocolate boutique in west brant is looking to redefine how chocolate tastes in your
mouth. As soon as you open the door of Le Chocolat Du Savoie you will be greeted
with a sample of creamy, rich European chocolate which was tempered on-site.

A quick glance around and you will see all of the
chocolate you could imagine - truffles, cream
centre chocolates, pralines, chocolate bark,
novelty items and much more. The boutique is
currently gearing up for Easter with various types
of bunnies, baskets, eggs, and much more. They
also have a sitting area to enjoy your chocolate
nearby the natural light shining through the large front windows.
“The difference between the corner store chocolate bar, and what we do...
Number one, it’s fresh made. We make chocolate almost every single day. European
chocolates have more milk solids in them whereas the North American chocolates have
more sugars. If you notice, corner store chocolate bars have a very thin piece of chocolate
coated on top, and mostly all fillers. We like that nice, pure, rich full-mouth flavour,” owner
Annette Savoie explained.
Savoie has over 30 years experience in the chocolate and candy business. She explained
the chocolate used throughout the store is tempered in-house:
“We use a couverture chocolate, and from there we melt it down. We go through a tempering
process with the chocolate, so when it’s done it has a really nice shine, a really nice snap to it.
It’s a really nice creamy feel.”

There are also many fan-favourites for any time of the year.
“We are famous for our peanut butter cups: pure Belgium chocolate with layered peanut
butter. We’ve got tortoise, which are like a turtle: pecan and caramel.”
Chocolate lovers can also rejoice through ice cream at Le Chocolate Due Savoie, as they
serve ice cream as well in a variety of flavours. Chocolate is of course an option! Savoie
explained people have been really gravitating toward the ice cream since the word has
gotten out how great it is.
Savoie and her partner, Laszlo Polyak opened up shop about a year and a half ago. Savoie
explained the west Brant location allows her and Polyak to create their own chocolate
destination.
“We liked West Brant because there’s good anchors here. There’s Shoppers, there’s Sobeys.
The parking was easy...it’s always turning over. It’s not like a shopping centre where you just
have one location. If you’re a good chocolate shop you are create yourself as a destination,
and that’s what we wanted. We wanted to be responsible for bringing people in the door, and
giving them good quality product, good service and that way you would return.”
For more information on Le Chocolat Du Savoie including opening hours and contact
information visit their Facebook page by the same name.

UPSTANDING COMEDY
facebook lechocolatdusavoie
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GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!
HUMAN RESOURCES

HOME

EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE
REVIEWS ARE IMPORTANT

5 REASONS WHY WE ARE
WHO WE ARE

E

mployee Performance reviews are a very
important but often overlooked part of your
Employee Management process.
Performance Reviews provide tools for the
clarification of expectations and priorities, and for
monitoring performance. The Performance Review
is designed to give ownership for performance and
development to individuals, while at the same time
recognizing the important role of management
in providing leadership, ongoing constructive
feedback, guidance and support. The process
draws attention to the contributions made, past
and present, by every individual in achieving
company objectives.
Reviews must be based upon performance
standards, goals and objectives identified in
employees’ respective job descriptions. It is very
important that your employees are aware of any
criteria that will be used to rate their performance,
for example sales targets or projects completed.
Performance reviews assist in the identification
of strengths and weaknesses in organizational
abilities and capacities that will aid in the
development of effective training, employee
placements and productivity forecasts.
The process should be designed to facilitate
two-way communication between employees and
management regarding performance and personal
development. Both managers and employees
should be encouraged to engage in open and
honest dialogue both at the review meetings and
all year round. There should be no surprises at the
performance review meeting.
All employees and management staff should
participate in performance reviews at regular
intervals within the fiscal year, not just once per
year. Ongoing, informal coaching and feedback
should be encouraged. Regular Performance
Reviews help keep employees on the right track

KATHRYN KISSINGER
with direction and goals that will lead to their
continuous improvement and provide career
advancement opportunities.
At the end of the meeting, employees and
managers should set objectives for future activity
which allows individual, team and/or departmental
objectives to be aligned closely to the strategic and
operational plans.
The performance review process must be
designed to be user-friendly. There should be
guidance notes to support managers with the
process and training should be made available
to those who will be doing the reviews to prevent
unintentional bias. This will help ensure that the
process is non-discriminatory, transparent and
consistently applied, but most importantly that all
development activity is aligned with the strategic
business objectives.
Please contact me for help implementing your
Employee Performance Review process.

Got Questions? Contact me for help with all
of your Human Resources needs.

Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254
kissingerhrservices.com

Hosted VoIP eliminates the phone server from
your office so you don’t have to worry about
it. That means minimal to zero maintenance
as the server is owned and maintained by
your Hosted VoIP provider. Your Hosted VoIP
provider is responsible for maintaining the
hardware and software on the server, and also
manages any upgrades or redundancy plans to
handle power or Internet outages.
There is also no additional infrastructure
(phone lines) in your office that is specific to
your phone system. Hosted VoIP uses your
existing Internet connection and any network
cabling in your office. The IP Phones used by
Hosted VoIP systems typically have a built in
network switch so you don’t even need to run
additional network cabling for the phones if
you already have network cabling at your desks
for your computers.

3. Products made in Canada for Canadians.
We are more than your local paint store
because we sell more than just paint. We also
carry stains for decks, fences, siding, sheds,
and more. We are owned and operated right
here in Brantford! We know what our climate is
like, that is why we test our products here. We
also carry a wide variety of blinds and shutters
custom made to your specifications. We have
a knowledgeable, dedicated, and professional
in-store consultant to help you transform your
house into your home.

4. Expert advice to make sure your job is
done right... the first time!
At The Colour Shoppe, our staff can answer
any question you or your contractor may have
about paint and painting. Not sure what paint
to use for your project? Have an unusual paint
problem? Need help figuring out how much
paint you will need? Ask us. We are always here
to help you. Our goal is to take the guesswork
out of the equation so you can focus on
getting the job done.
5. 40 years of serving our neighbours.
There’s a reason why The Colour Shoppe has
been around for 40 years. We have superior
products, knowledgeable expert staff,
dependable service, and proven performance.
That’s why professionals choose The Colour
Shoppe. Our competitors know us and you
should too!

The Colour Shoppe Inc.
41 Morton Ave. East
519.753.3406
colourshoppeinc.com

BUILDING, NOURISHING
& CO-CREATING
COMMUNITY

HOW DOES HOSTED VOIP
HELP YOUR BUSINESS?
PART 5 : MAINTENANCE

T

2. The #1 choice of professionals.
The Colour Shoppe has been known as the
painting professional’s choice. We have
a steadfast commitment to supply and
support homeowners, painting contractors,
architects & designers, builders & developers,
property managers & landlords, education
& government agencies, manufacturers/
fabricators, and industrial maintenance
companies every way we can. We spend
time each year at various jobsites to fully
understand real world coating applications
and problems. This helps us to constantly seek
out new products that will make our customers
more productive.

CHRIS SCHMIDT

BUSINESS COACHING

COMMUNICATIONS

he ideal situation for any small business
is to have everyone in your company
working on your business and serving your
customers. This has lead to the rise in IT
consultants, and the moving of servers into
“the cloud”. Not many people have their own
email server in the office anymore, so why
shouldn’t the same thing happen with your
phone server?

1. The perfect colour every time.
We know colour is critical. That is why we have
over 5,700 colours in our Design Centre to
help you make your vision a reality. Because
choosing the right colour is so important, we
can provide user-friendly colour selection
tools to make it easy to select the perfect
colour. If you have a fabric, flooring sample
or window treatment you want matched, we
can do that too! We have a reputation for
having the best colour matching experts in the
business.

A
ROB SIMMONS
It doesn’t get any easier than that. Actually,
that’s not entirely true. In addition to providing
our customers with a portal to manage their
phones, Cozzmic offers a Managed VoIP, which
means we handle all of the administration of
your phone system as well.

Cozzmic Communications
519.756.0741
www.COZZMIC.com
facebook.com/cozzmicphone

s it turns out I have more that I would
like to share on the theme of building,
nourishing and co-creating community. I
believe this is a lost art or perhaps one that
we were never really great at as a species.
Business is where we gather and spend
more time than anywhere else. It therefore
becomes a community by default and a
default community is typically life-depleting.
Think about it for a moment please. Do you
gain energy from your working environment
or do you lose energy to it? Conscious
attention is required to shift a community
from a default, life-depleting community to a
vibrant and thriving life-nurturing community.
There is a collective idea of “they” in a
workplace, especially one that is a little
larger and certainly one that is a corporation.
“They” gets blamed for all sorts of things
that make people unhappy. Who is “they”?
My definition of “they” is an energetic
presence that is made up of a collection of
our individual beliefs and mindsets called
Assumptions. This Assumption energy
makes decisions for the organization, starts
rumours, sets tone, creates judgment and
is judged by the members of the company.
“They” represent what we are each willing to
accept for silence breeds acceptance. Quiet
rumblings and disagreement are only words
when our actions and behaviours are in line
with the rules “they” have implemented.
This is a result of a default community, a

ANNYSE BALKWILL
life-depleting environment subconsciously
created by our unspoken and perhaps even
unknown fears.
When we each take responsibility for
contributing to “they” we begin to create an
energy system that supports our life force
and creates space for our collective wisdom
to emerge. Problems begin to fall away as the
organization becomes in alignment with the
community they are consciously co-creating.
Behaviours and actions align with Purpose
and Values and with what the community
truly wants.

Annyse Balkwill
Owner/Consultant
The LuminUS Group
905.599.1227
www.luminusgroup.ca

BScene is proud to offer advice from local experts for issues important to you. The advice provided is that of the participant and is not endorsed, nor does it necessarily reflect the opinion of BScene.

facebook Twitter BSCENEPaper
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
FUNCTION KEY
SOLUTIONS:
IT SOLUTIONS YOU
CAN UNDERSTAND.

S

mall businesses and home users are not
served well by the Information Technology
support industry. Often when you buy a
computer you are on your own. It can be
difficult to understand all the software and
hardware available out there and what is
best for you. What do you do when it goes
wrong? Google it? Weeding through all the
information on the internet can be daunting.
Fortunately, we are here to fill this need.
With over 30 years experience we target the
small business and home users offering tech
support and consulting with a smile!
For businesses, the cloud is perfectly tailored
to you. It is cheaper than buying hardware
infrastructure and easy to use and manage
on your own. What is the Cloud? The Cloud
is merely a big server in the sky rather than
a box taking up space in your office. The
advantages are too numerous to mention but
your information will be accessible from any
place that has an Internet connection. Your
office, home, phone, laptop, desktop, it doesn’t
matter.

FRANCIS KOPKE
We also offer help with troubleshooting. Is
your Internet down? Can’t print? Can’t get
a program to work? No job is too small. If
something is causing you frustration, we are
here to help. We will show up at your front
door to help and ensure you are happy before
we leave.
Function Key Solutions is Jebbo’s Computers
exclusive outside tech support. And we only
sell Jebbo’s hardware. Why? For the same
reason. Solid hardware, professional setup,
and a personal guarantee that only a family run
business can provide.
Function Key and Jebbo’s, a powerful
partnership that is on your side.

What about home users? What works for a
business can work for the home as well. Just
because you don’t have any employees does
not mean you do not have important data.
From email to data to antivirus and backup.
We can help get you set up and you too can
have peace of mind that your personal data is
safe, secure and available.

Function Key Solutions
519-802-8272
www.functionkey.ca
facebook.com/
functionkeysolutions

A day of GOLF is GREAT! But this isn’t just golf...
This is all about - Giving Our Locals Food

PLEASE JOIN US

for our 11th Annual

5 REASONS TO SHOP
LOCALLY THIS SPRING
AVERY KLOSS

🔗  ShopBrantford.com

A

s we approach the warmer seasons (YAY!), I think it’s a wonderful time for a little
‘Shop Local’ reminder. We all know how important it is to shop locally, but I still get
a lot of questions about why exactly it’s such a vital piece of our local economy. So,
here’s 5 great reasons why the Shop Local Movement means so much to our community:
1. Keep One-Of-A-Kind Businesses in Business: There are some pretty amazing
unique and independent business in Brantford-Brant thanks to local entrepreneurs
who dreamed up an idea and brought it to life. The only way we get to keep visiting the
small cafes and shops and hiring the service providers we love, is if they are still here.
And, they will only survive if we support them… with our wallets and words.
2. Create Good Local Jobs: Small businesses employ about 70 per cent of Canadians
who work in the private sector. That’s a big chunk of the employment pie. You can bet
when those small businesses create a role and hire someone to fill it, they are doing it
mindfully. Small businesses employ everyone from our teenagers to our grandparents
-- they are helping fund college tuition and the road to retirement. Plus, those are good
strong jobs we know aren’t moving across the border anytime soon.

Friday, May 26, 2017
The Oaks of St. George Golf Course

$135 per person + food donation

4. Reduce Your Carbon Footprint: On the topic of food, why have peas shipped
thousands of kilometres from home when you could buy them from the farm they grew
on down the road?? Getting food products closer to home means we don’t have to
ship so much from outside our County. Or, why waste gas driving to Toronto to buy a
new television, when there are fine shops in Brantford that offer the same product?
Keep it close to home instead, and reduce that nasty carbon footprint we hear so
much about.

1:00 pm Shotgun Start
Includes: - 18 holes of golf

- golf cart with snacks
- lunch & steak dinner
- prizes to win for a
HOLE IN ONE!
- chipping & putting
contests

BrantfordFoodBank.ca

3. Local Food Tastes Better: There’s something about an apple grown a stone’s throw
from your front yard that makes it taste better, isn’t there (who’s with me!)? Our local
farmers’ markets are about to be filled with delicious and nutritious food grown right
here in the County of Brant. In some cases, you can pick up food that was picked just
that morning. Asparagus is crispier, maple syrup is sweeter and apple pies are more
delectable when they come from a local family-run business. I’m making myself hungry
just thinking about it.

Gold Sponsors

519-751-4357

5. Keep Your Money in Your Neighbourhood: There’s no better feeling than knowing
that almost every dollar I spend at a local business stays right here in our community.
A loonie from that latte went to supporting a local charity event, a toonie from that Thai
food helped sign a young girl up for a local soccer team. Buying online and from big
box often means our community never gets a cut. Keep your dollars in your own hood!
We are all proud to live in Brantford-Brant, so let’s keep it that way. Spring is the perfect time
to make a promise to support local as much as we can. Let’s renew our ‘Shop Local’ vows
this Spring, and really give our community a wonderful boost.
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EDEN ROBINSON VISITS LAURIER BRANTFORD

Photos: Penguin Random House Canada

VALERIE SAWICKI

O

n Thursday, February, 9th the talented
author, Eden Robinson, visited Wilfrid Laurier
University in Brantford. Robinson presented
her newly released book, Son of a Trickster, to
the Laurier students and some members of the
community who joined. Son of a Trickste is the
first part of a trilogy of novels. Robinson read her
audience some of the first chapter so that we could
get a sense of what the novel is like. She read, “That’s
not you’re son, that’s the trickster. He has a human
face but he is not human,” which gave us some
insight into the characters’ personalities. Robinson
read her novel with enthusiasm and raw emotion,
which captivated her listeners. It is clear that she has
a passion for communicating with people through
the written word.
After the reading of Son of a Trickste, Robinson
answered many people’s questions about her
novels and her life, and what advice she has to offer.
Robinson explained the trickster as
“a transforming raven who can be
good or crazy and teaches people the
rules by setting an example of what
not to do for them to learn from.” The
trickster seems like an interesting, key
character in the novel who is one to
watch out for. When asked for advice
in the writing process, she reassured,
“Be gentle with yourself because it is
a steep learning curve. Your story may
not translate how you thought but if it
does not work out the first time, don’t

beat yourself up.” Her advice was inspiring because
it gave hope to people that they could also pursue
their passion for writing through persistence and
hard work. As a Laurier student in the Digital Media
and Journalism program (DMJ), I dream of being in
Robinson’s place one day as a brilliant writer. Her
warm, friendly personality made me feel that she
genuinely cares about her readers and fellow writers.
The DMJ program is my stepping stone in becoming
a journalist or author as a Laurier graduate.
Laurier English Professor and host of the event, Dr.
Michael Ackermann, ended the night by reinforcing
that “the vision of the Brantford campus is to be
integrated and involved so that students stay in the
‘real world’ rather than graduating and going into the
‘real world.’” Laurier students experience education
in way that prepares them to move forward to pursue
their desired career when they graduate. Robinson
graciously spoke with the students about her novels
and answered questions that applied to ‘real world’
situations to better inform them.
I was honoured to have had the opportunity to attend
Robinson’s event. I left feeling like I could do anything
if I set my mind to it. This motivation was incredibly
helpful during these stressful weeks in the semester.
Even when the event was over, she met with fans of
her work to chat, take photos, and sign autographs.
Robinson made a powerful impact on Laurier
Brantford and the community. I am excited to read
her new novel to learn more about the compelling
plot and characters.

facebook Twitter BSCENEPaper
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LOCATION

START TIME

CATEGORY

ONGOING EVENTS
Walking Together • April 1 to May 2

Woodland Cultural Centre

Exhibit/First Friday

UnReZerved • April 1 to May 2

Woodland Cultural Centre

Exhibit/First Friday

Andil Gosine & Soheila Esfahani Exhibit • April 1 to May 21 Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant
Copper Mine • April 1 to May 23 (M to F)

Glenhyrst

WLU (The Yellow Brick Wall), 97 Dalhousie St. Brantford

8:00 AM

Exhibit/First Friday

Chocolate Easter Bunny Sales (Brantford Lions Club)

Brantford Farmers’ Market

7:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Blood Donor Clinic

Branlyn Community Centre

8:30 AM

Blood Donor Clinic

Unique Boutique Artisan Crafts For Charity

New Covenant Church

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Quarter Auction (Special Olympics Brantford)

Sydenham-Heritage United Church

12:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Free Preview Workshop (writing)

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

12:30 PM

Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Future Stars Of The Guitar
(The Guitar Society of Brantford)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

Steve “Elmo” Murphy (Acoustic Cafe)

The Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

Fish Fry (Rotary Club of Brantford Sunrise)

Branlyn Community Centre

06:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

SATURDAY, APRIL 1

Bowl For Kids Sake (Big Brothers Big Sisters)

Echo Bowl

06:30 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Girl Power Musical Showcase w Joan Minnery

Al Dente Pasta · Pizza · Grill

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Agatha Raisin and the Quiche of Death

Pauline Johnson CVS Cafetoreium

07:30 PM

Plays, Ballet etc.

Sunday Serenade (Brantford Memorial Concert Band)

New Covenant Church

07:30 PM

Music/Dance

Bowl For Kids Sake (Big Brothers Big Sisters)

Echo Bowl

08:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Garrett Vandenberg

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

Branch 90 Legion

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Steve Murphy

Devlin’s Advocate

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Grand Bayou

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke w Eric Allen

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment

SUNDAY, APRIL 2
Acoustic Brunch

Devlin’s Advocate

11:00 AM

Entertainment

Amtgard

Mohawk Park

11:00 AM

Amtgard

Bowl For Kids Sake (Big Brothers Big Sisters)

Echo Bowl

11:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Lunch with Legends

Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre

12:00 PM

Entertainment

Bowl For Kids Sake (Big Brothers Big Sisters)

Echo Bowl

12:30 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Agatha Raisin and the Quiche of Death

Pauline Johnson CVS Cafetoreium

02:00 PM

Plays, Ballet etc.

Gospel Glory (Grand River Chorus)

St. Pius Roman Catholic Church

03:00 PM

Music/Dance

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Social Services Gym

12:30 PM

Six Nations

Let’s Yoga Together

Mistico Mimi Wellness Centre

07:00 PM

Sports/Fitness/Health

Trivia

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

MONDAY, APRIL 3
Healthy Living Lunch Club

TUESDAY, APRIL 4
D&D Gamer Club

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:00 PM

Library

Expanding Awareness

Six Nations Polytechnic (Brantford)

06:30 PM

Classes

Kids Night Out (ages 6+)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:30 PM

Library

British Family History Need Help Organizing or Searching?

Brant County Branch of the Ont. Genealogical Society

07:30 PM

Meeting

Just For Laughs Road Show

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Cty. of Brant Public Library (Burford Branch)

01:00 PM

Library

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5
iPad Basics

SUDOKU
How To Play:
Complete the grid so each column, row and 3 X 3
box (with bold borders) contains every number 1
to 9.
Difficulty Level : 1
Used with permission from
http://en.top-sudoku.com
For solution see page 14

Tony Gretzky in WWI

Brant Museum and Archives

07:00 PM

Meeting

Living with FASD…Finding Purpose

New Directions

7:30 AM

Six Nations

Big Night Out

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

07:00 PM

Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Belly Laffs Comedy Show

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:30 PM

Entertainment

eReader Basics

Cty. of Brant Public Library (St. George Branch)

10:00 AM

Library

Shake, Rattle ‘n’ Read (ages 0-4)

Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch)

10:30 AM

Library

Community Forum for Wellness & Unity

Six Nations Community Hall

07:00 PM

Six Nations

Victory at Vimy

Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris Branch)

07:00 PM

Library

Classic Albums Live: Pink Floyd Dark Side of the Moon

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

08:00 PM

Music/Dance

THRUSDAY, APRIL 6

Open Mic, Open Stage & Karaoke

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Evan Champagne

Buck’s Tavern

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Brant Mutual Ins. Company’s Putt For Me Tournament

Brant Mutual Insurance Company Clubhouse

8:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Chocolate Easter Bunny Sales (Brantford Lions Club)

Brantford Farmers’ Market

9:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

FRIDAY, APRIL 7

Brandon Corke

The Cedar House Grill and Martini Bar

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Jazz/Latin Night w Jazzy Pearls

Al Dente · Pasta · Pizza Grill

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage

Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre

08:00 PM

Music

Nigel Hull w friends | A Night of Violins

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Chris Strei on Stage

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

The Dudes

Devlin’s Advocate

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Twisted Sister

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment
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EVENT NAME

LOCATION

START TIME

CATEGORY

SATURDAY, APRIL 8
Chocolate Easter Bunny Sales (Brantford Lions Club)

Brantford Farmers’ Market

7:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Paris Maple Syrup Festival

downtown Paris

7:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Spring Indoor Garage Sale

Harmony United Church

8:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Dream It * Be It

Salvation Army

9:00 AM

Not For Profit

Spring & Summer Registration
(Special Olympics Brantford)

Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre

9:00 AM

Sports/Fitness

Multi Vendor Expo

Paris Fairgrounds

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Future Stars Of The Guitar
(The Guitar Society of Brantford)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

Grand Opening of New Edward Jones Office

Willow Place, Paris

02:00 PM

Open House

Ryan Walsh (Acoustic Cafe)

The Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

Coach House Live

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

07:00 PM

Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Jim Walsh Bike Ride for Kids with Cancer Kickoff Party

Brantford Polish Hall

07:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Art Opening Gala

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

Branch 90 Legion

08:00 PM

Entertainment

The 401 Tour: Natalia Valencia

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Paul Mallard

Devlin’s Advocate

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Grand Bayou

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment

Acoustic Brunch

Devlin’s Advocate

11:00 AM

Entertainment

Amtgard

Mohawk Park

11:00 AM

Amtgard
Class

SUNDAY, APRIL 9

Numerology & Tarot Workshop

Mistico Mimi Wellness Centre

12:00 PM

Veteran of Vimy

Sergeant William Merrifield VC Armoury, Brantford

12:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Big Band Extravaganza

New Covenant Church Hall

03:00 PM

Music/Dance

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Woodland Cultural Centre

10:00 AM

Woodland Cultural Centre

MONDAY, APRIL 10
Mohawk Institute Indian Residential
School Survivor Series
Healthy Living Lunch Club

Social Services Gym

12:30 PM

Six Nations

Brantford Writers’ Circle Meeting

Thorpe Brothers Funeral Home Carriage House

07:00 PM

Meeting

Let’s Yoga Together

Mistico Mimi Wellness Centre

07:00 PM

Sports/Fitness/Health

Trivia

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Computer Basics (Windows 10)

Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris Branch)

06:00 PM

Library

D&D Gamer Club

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:00 PM

Library

TUESDAY, APRIL 11

Expanding Awareness

Six Nations Polytechnic (Brantford)

06:30 PM

Classes

Kids Night Out (ages 6+)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:30 PM

Library

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12

Copy Writing
Media Relations
Publicity
Training & Workshops
M.C. & Voice Over Services

Website Creation

Cty. of Brant Public Library (Burford Branch)

01:00 PM

Library

Fitness and Nutrition for Seniors

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

02:00 PM

Library

Book binding Workshop

Cty. of Brant Public Library (St. George Branch)

06:00 PM

Library

Computer Basics (Windows 10)

Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris Branch)

06:00 PM

Library

Smart Ass Trivia

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Brantford Music Club Concert

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:30 PM

Music/Dance

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:00 PM

Entertainment

#LOL Comedy Show

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

09:00 PM

Entertainment

THURSDAY, APRIL 13
Ask a Tech Drop In

County of Brant Public Library (St. George Branch)

10:00 AM

Library

Shake, Rattle ‘n’ Read (ages 0-4)

Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch)

10:30 AM

Library

Real Estate Agents

Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch)

06:30 PM

Library

DT Concert Series: Justin Rutledge

Dominion Telegraph Event Centre

07:00 PM

Music/Dance

Jeff Harding

Al Dente Pasta · Pizza · Grill

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Open Mic, Open Stage & Karaoke

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Dan Walsh

Buck’s Tavern

09:00 PM

Entertainment

5th Annual Easter at Addie’s Egg Hunt & Petting Zoo

Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Homestead

10:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Shaun Mulrain

The Cedar House Grill and Martini Bar

07:00 PM

Entertainment

FRIDAY, APRIL 14

Check out roundtablepr.com • 519.756.7636 • yvonne@roundtablepr.com

BSCENE.ca
We’re growing and seeking:

• Delivery People (vehicle required)
• Sales Reps (part-time)
Interested? Please contact
jason@bscene.ca
Thank you for your interest. Only those selected to be
interviewed will be contacted.

Frankie Hollywood

Devlin’s Advocate

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Silverado

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment

Annual Easter Egg Hung

Myrtleville House Museum

10:30 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Darren Boudreau (Acoustic Cafe)

The Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

SATURDAY, APRIL 15

HGTV’s Tiffany Pratt: Beyond Home Design

Brantford Public Library (Main Library

02:00 PM

Library

Karaoke

Branch 90 Legion

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Trysted Sister

Devlin’s Advocate

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Grand Bayou

09:00 PM

Entertainment

BarCode

Manny’s Place

010:00 PM

Entertainment

karaoke

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment
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SUNDAY, APRIL 16
Acoustic Brunch

Devlin’s Advocate

11:00 AM

Entertainment

Amtgard

Mohawk Park

11:00 AM

Amtgard

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Let’s Yoga Together

Mistico Mimi Wellness Centre

07:00 PM

Sports/Fitness/Health

Trivia

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment

Youth 5K Foam Fest Running & Hiking Group
(training begins)

Ohsweken Track

04:30 PM

Six Nations

Bike Night in Paris (begins - every other Tues. April - Oct.)

Wincey Mills, 31 Mechanic St.

06:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Creative Support Circle (CSC)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:00 PM

Meeting

MONDAY, APRIL 17

TUESDAY, APRIL 18

D&D Gamer Club

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:00 PM

Library

Expanding Awareness

Six Nations Polytechnic (Brantford)

06:30 PM

Classes

Kids Night Out (ages 6+)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:30 PM

Library

Dreamer - The Supertramp Experience
(Cdn. Breast Cancer Foundation)

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

07:30 PM

Music/Dance

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19
Celebrate National Canadian Film Day

Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch)

02:00 PM

Library

Tech Talk with Amy

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

02:00 PM

Library

Celebrate National Canadian Film Day

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:00 PM

Library

National Cdn. Film Day: Celebrate w Free Film

Cty. of Brant Public Library
(Burford & St. George Branches)

06:00 PM

Library

Film Screening: Colonization Road

Woodland Cultural Centre

07:00 PM

Woodland Cultural Centre

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Belly Laffs Comedy Show

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Ask a Tech Drop In

County of Brant Public Library (St. George Branch)

10:00 AM

Library

Youth 5K Foam Fest Running & Hiking Group (begins)

local hiking trail

04:30 PM

Six Nations

Your Family History Research - Is It Time to Ask For Help?

Brant County Branch of the Ont. Genealogical Society

10:00 AM

Meeting

Shake, Rattle ‘n’ Read (ages 0-4)

Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch)

10:30 AM

Library

Nature Photography

Cty. of Brant Public Library (Burford Branch)

07:00 PM

Library

THURSDAY, APRIL 20

Open Mic, Open Stage & Karaoke

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Steve McMullen

Buck’s Tavern

09:00 PM

Entertainment

FRIDAY, APRIL 21
Annual Spring Sale (Brantford Potters’ Guild)

Woodman Park Community Centre

12:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Chandler Berardi

The Cedar House Grill and Martini Bar

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage

Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre

08:00 PM

Music

Robert Elliot

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Chris Strei on Stage

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Sean Mulrain

Devlin’s Advocate

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Jamie Williams Band

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment

SATURDAY, APRIL 22
Annual Spring Sale (Brantford Potters’ Guild)

Woodman Park Community Centre

9:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Photoshop 101 begins

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

10:00 AM

Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Hands-On Workshop - Learn to use Find My Past

Brant County Branch, Ont. Genealogical Society

01:00 PM

Meeting

TBA (Acoustic Cafe)

The Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Music/Dance

Ignite Your Dreams Charity Ball w BarCode

Brantford Golf & Country Club

06:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Variety Show

Sydenham-Heritage United Church

07:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Mozart Concerto w Flute & Harp

St. Andrew’s United Church

07:30 PM

Music/Dance

Echo Place! Hard Rock Live Music Event!

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

Branch 90 Legion

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Tyler Wilson

Devlin’s Advocate

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Grand Bayou

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Willie & Friends Band

Colby’s Billiards

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment

SUNDAY, APRIL 23
Jewelry Making: Clear Quartz Inspired Workshop

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

10:00 AM

Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Acoustic Brunch

Devlin’s Advocate

11:00 AM

Entertainment

Amtgard

Mohawk Park

11:00 AM

Amtgard
Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Annual Spring Sale (Brantford Potters’ Guild)

Woodman Park Community Centre

12:00 PM

Jewelry Making: Throat Chakra Inspired Workshop

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

01:30 PM

Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Songwriter’s Acoustic Jam

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House)

06:30 PM

Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

07:00 PM

Entertainment

MONDAY, APRIL 24
NFB Film Club

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

02:00 PM

Library

NFB Film Club

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:00 PM

Library

Writing Studio - A Family Affair begins

Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant

06:30 PM

Glenhyrst Art Gallery

2017 Lifetime Achievement Awards (Volunteerism)

Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation Community
Centre (Hagersville)

07:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Brantford Writers’ Circle (BWC) Special Meeting

Thorpe Brothers Funeral Home Carriage House

07:00 PM

Meeting

Let’s Yoga Together

Mistico Mimi Wellness Centre

07:00 PM

Sports/Fitness/Health

Trivia

The Rose & Thistle

07:30 PM

Entertainment
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EVENT NAME

LOCATION

START TIME

CATEGORY

TUESDAY, APRIL 25
D&D Gamer Club

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:00 PM

Library

Expanding Awareness

Six Nations Polytechnic (Brantford)

06:30 PM

Classes

Kids Night Out (ages 6+)

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

06:30 PM

Library

Harvest of Steel: the Battle of Vimy Ridge 1917-2017

Brant Museum and Archives

07:00 PM

Meeting

and St. Pius X Parish
present an amateur production

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26
Ask a Tech Drop In

Cty, of Brant Public Library (Burford Branch)

02:30 PM

Library

Hot Docs at the Library!

Cty. of Brant Public Library (St. George)

06:00 PM

Library

Smart Ass Trivia

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

07:00 PM

Entertainment

The Community Song Project

Grand River Community Health Centre

07:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Trans-Canada Highwaymen

Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts

08:00 PM

Music/Dance

#LOL Comedy Show

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Shake, Rattle ‘n’ Read (ages 0-4)

Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch)

10:30 AM

Library

Hot Docs at the Library!

Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris)

06:00 PM

Library

Open Mic, Open Stage & Karaoke

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Hot Machine Duet

Buck’s Tavern

09:00 PM

Entertainment

PA Day: It’s Alive!

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

10:30 AM

Library

PA Day: Movie Party!

Brantford Public Library (Main Library)

02:30 PM

Library

Roast Beef Dinner

Harmony United Church

04:30 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

THURSDAY, APRIL 27

FRIDAY, APRIL 28

Another Night in the Old West

Sydenham-Heritage United Church

05:30 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

John Ladds

The Cedar House Grill and Martini Bar

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Chandler Berardi on Stage

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

The Corduroys

Devlin’s Advocate

08:30 PM

Entertainment

MacKenzie Leigh Mayer

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment

Walking Tour: Brantford Architecture

Brant Museum and Archives

10:30 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Hi-Fi Lowrider (Acoustic Cafe)

The Brantford Music Centre

02:00 PM

Music/Dance
Comm. Event/Fundraiser

lyrics by tim rice
Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber

may 12 and 13 at 7:30 pm
May 14 at 2:00 pm
St. Pius X Parish 9 Waverly Brantford
Free-Will Offering Towards
Mobility Ramp project

SATURDAY, APRIL 29

Annual Banquet (Brantford Caribbean Assoc.)

Branch 90 Legion

06:00 PM

Karaoke

Branch 90 Legion

08:00 PM

Entertainment

The 401 Tour: Johnathan Markov

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

08:00 PM

Entertainment
Entertainment

Cory Mercer

Devlin’s Advocate

08:30 PM

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

08:30 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

The Grand Bayou

09:00 PM

Entertainment

Karaoke

Buck’s Tavern

010:00 PM

Entertainment

Annual Rotary Brantford Classic Run

W. Ross MacDonald School

10:15 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Acoustic Brunch

Devlin’s Advocate

11:00 AM

Entertainment

Amtgard

Mohawk Park

11:00 AM

Amtgard

Karaoke

The Rose & Thistle

07:00 PM

Entertainment

Wincey Mills, 31 Mechanic St.

06:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Expanding Awareness

Six Nations Polytechnic (Brantford)

06:30 PM

Classes

8th Annual Breakfast For Champions

New Covenant Church

6:45 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Brantford Sports Xcelerator Centre

12:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

When Dreams Come True

Sydenham-Heritage United Church

07:00 PM

Plays/Ballet etc.

Brantford Open Stage

Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre

08:00 PM

Music

SUNDAY, APRIL 30

TUESDAY, MAY 2
Bike Night in Paris (every other Tues.)

THURSDAY, MAY 4
Walk for Alzheimer’s - Brantford Walk
FRIDAY, MAY 5

SATURDAY, MAY 6
When Dreams Come True

Sydenham-Heritage United Church

02:00 PM

Plays/Ballet etc.

Karaoke

Branch 90 Legion

08:00 PM

Entertainment

Acoustic Brunch

Devlin’s Advocate

11:00 AM

Entertainment

Annual Bowl-a-thon (Special Olympics Brantford)

Echo Bowl

11:00 AM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Walk for Alzheimer’s - Brant County Walk

Syl Apps Arena

12:00 PM

Comm. Event/Fundraiser

SUNDAY, MAY 7

BABY
BUMPS
THE NEW MOMMY MAGAZINE
We apologize for the delay but watch
for Baby Bumps coming soon!

SOLUTION
to our Sudoku puzzle (Page 11)
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ignored when a pressing current issue has
the attention of voters.

JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz
facebook @jjackowetz

Brantford in
the 1950’s
D

uring the 19th century, Brantford
led Ontario in expanding municipal
services for its residents and had
a well-developed infrastructure of
city services. It was able to do this because
the early civic leaders understood they were
in competition with newly developing cities
and towns to attract capital and settlers.They
reckoned that a progressive and modern
town would be an attractive place to settle
and invest. However, by the end of the First
World War, Brantford needed to be rebuilt
and modernised. In addition, demand for
new services continued. Providing funding
for these services while keeping taxes low
required compromise
By the mid-20th century, Brantford’s
standing as a leading and progressive
municipality in Ontario and Canada began
to diminish. The depression and war
years had taken their toll on City services
as the funding levels had not kept pace
with demand and routine maintenance.
The continued postponement of needed
expenditures by municipal governments
during these periods only delayed the
inevitable. The baby boom that started after
the war further compounded the situation as
demand for school space and City services
soared. A perfect storm hit Brantford.

Brantford had become a victim rather than a
beneficiary of its conservative fiscal policy.
Brantford would finally abandon its payas-you-go philosophy in 1957 because
the need for capital expenditures could no
longer be met unless financing could be
spread over the life of the project through
the issuing of municipal debentures.
Tension among councillors increased
during the fifties. Disagreements over civic
spending, the appointment of a new city
clerk in 1956, the consideration to add a
City Manager, the entitlement of Aldermen
regarding City assets, allegations of bribery,
and a parking meter scandal created a
circus like atmosphere at council meetings.

Boundary Adjustment
Brantford’s ability to increase its tax base
was being hampered by a lack of land to
develop. This lack of serviced land caused
industries to pass Brantford by. In 1952,
Canadian General Electric built its $8
million heavy equipment plant in Guelph
Township because space was not available
in Brantford.
There were two possible solutions, annex
land from Brantford Township or amalgamate
with Brantford Township. The City and the
Province favoured annexation of Township
lands. Despite the missed opportunities
for Brantford to attract large industrial
developments, negotiations between the
two councils was pursued lackadaisically.
When talks finally began in earnest in 1952
the two sides were far apart. The City was
seeking 3,400 acres and the Township was
offering 500 acres. Faced with an impasse,
Brantford appealed to the Ontario Municipal
Board (O.M.B.). Brantford withdrew their
appeal in January 1953 to allow for further
discussions but these talks also failed so
the City reapplied to the O.M.B. but this time
asked for 7,900 acres of land which included
the suburban Township subdivisions
adjacent to the City. The Township argued
it would dissolve as a community since its
tax based would be decimated. The City
countered that it was stagnating. In October

1952 aerial photo of downtown Brantford and South Market St, courtesy of the Brant Historical Society
a) Armoury
b) Prince Edward Hotel, later the Best View Hotel
c) William Patterson & Son Co. Ltd., Confectionery & Biscuit Manufacturers
d) Federal Building
e) City Hall
f) Hotel Kerby
g) Brantford, Norfolk & Port Burwell (CNR) freight shed
h) Lake of the Woods Flour Mill. The mill closed in the early 1960s.
i) Victoria Bridge (Market Street South)
j) Interchange yards between the Lake Erie &Northern Railway (LE&N) and the CNR, built over the canal.
k) LE&N Railway station
l) LE&N line to Port Dover
m) Greenwich Street
n) Scarfe & Company, paint and varnishes
o) CNR rail line to Tillsonburg, originally the Brantford, Norfolk & Port Burwell Railway.
p) Massey-Harris Company, South Market Street plant
q) Waterous Limited, later Koehring-Waterous, then finally Timberjack
r) Freight yards of the Toronto, Hamilton & Buffalo Railway (TH&B)

1954, the O.M.B. ruled in the City’s favour.
The annexation would be effective on
1-January-1955. With this annexation, the
City’s population increased from 37,000 to
50,000. The total area of the City increased
by 350 percent, from 3,178 acres before
annexation to 11,078 acres after. Little
opposition was received from Township
residents affected by the annexation.
However, anxiety surfaced in 1956 when
former Township residents received their tax
assessment and were upset by the property
tax increases.
City Council commissioned a Master Plan to
guide the development of the new enlarged
City. This plan was needed to assist Council
in the prioritising and costing of municipal
improvements. Had plans been developed in
the past, the City would likely have avoided
some of the problems that came home to
roost after the war.

The Brantford we are familiar with today
began to take shape during the 1950s.

City Council
As the 1950s began, Brantford was faced
with a substantial services deficit. Boundary
expansion, traffic congestion, lack of
downtown parking, industrial expansion,
hospital overcrowding, expanded and new
schools, arena and performing space, and
sewage treatment all competed for Council’s
attention and funding.
Years of inadequate funding meant property
tax increases were necessary, but tax
increases are unpopular and Aldermen, now
called Councillors, were elected to one year
terms, so their performance was constantly
under scrutiny. Two year terms were adopted
in 1957. Short election terms equate to a
focus on short term achievable goals. Noble,
long term intentions do not always translate
into popularity. Longer term goals can be

Market Square
In 1950, the sad condition of City Hall
and the relocation of the Farmers’ Market
headed Council’s list for downtown
improvements. It is interesting to note that
as early as 1895, City Hall was regarded as
an eyesore and an embarrassment to the
City, yet fifty-five years later it was still the
seat of municipal government. Given its
location in the bustling retail and commercial
centre, City Hall sat on prime land that was
not producing revenue for the City. In 1951,
Council decided to move the Farmers’
Market to the canal basin on what was then
Greenwich Street, now Icomm Drive, its
present location. By the end of the fifties,
the Market remained on Market Square. In
April 1951, a Toronto development company
proposed to purchase and develop the
Market Square but nothing further became
of the proposal. In 1958, an American
investment syndicate made a verbal offer
of $1 million for the Market Square to
build a five-storey building and 400 car
underground garage. Again, nothing became
of this proposal but the proposal did note
that the downtown was vulnerable to
suburban developments and the downtown
needed a catalyst to remain relevant and
vibrant. The City did take one step in 1957
regarding City Hall when it purchased the
Y.W.C.A. building and property at the corner
of Wellington and George Streets for
$67,000. As the 1950s ended no decision
was reached on what to do with Market
Square. Debate ensued around keeping City
Hall on site, selling the property outright, or
converting the property to a parking lot.

Downtown
YWCA on Wellington Street at George Street. Site of the Brantford City Hall. Courtesy the Brant Historical Society.

Traffic downtown was a mess; rush hours
were accompanied by gridlock. This
situation was the result of no alternative
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Aerial photo of Greenwich St, 1955, courtesy of the Brant Historical Society
a) Brantford Hydro substation
b) CNR connecting track to the Toronto, Hamilton & Buffalo Railway (TH&B)
c) CNR rail line to Tillsonburg
d) Fire Station
e) Newport Street
f) Police Station
g) Masonic Temple. Brantford Mosque since 2005
h) Former Brantford Hamilton Electric Radial Railway line
i) Clarence Street

routes for through traffic to avoid downtown.
In June 1951, the Brantford and Suburban
Planning Board’s traffic study made the
following recommendations: convert
Colborne and Dalhousie Streets to oneway streets, implement parking restrictions,
convert the Market Square into a parking lot,
locate the bus terminal just outside of the
downtown area, purchase land for off-street
parking, and synchronise the traffic lights
on the newly configured one-way streets.
The downtown merchants were not in
favour of one-way streets, but despite their
protests City Council decided to implement
one-way streets on a 4-month trial basis.
On 4-August-1954, Colborne Street,
Dalhousie Street, King Street and Queen
Street became one-way streets. The public
supported the changes and on 6-November,
the change was made permanent. Strangely,
City Council twice declined to act on
synchronising the traffic lights on these oneway streets, in 1954 and 1958. In 1957, eight
more streets were converted to one-way.
The Brantford and Suburban Planning
Board’s traffic study also indicated a need for
500 off-street parking spaces. 200 spaces
were opened on the canal basin along
Greenwich Street in November 1950 and allday parking meters were installed on Market
Square in January 1951. The planning
board report also noted that it would be in
the interest of the downtown merchants to
build their own parking lots or have the City
provide parking lots for a fee and to refrain
from using street parking for their staff and
themselves. Failure to increase the number
of parking spots available downtown would
render the downtown vulnerable to suburban
plazas that provided free parking. The
Board’s warnings were not heeded and the
downtown parking problem continued.

Transit
The rapid rise in automobile ownership was
taking a toll on the City’s transit revenue.
1949 was its last profitable year. In 1952 the
transit service posted its first deficit which
quickly multiplied in the coming years. To
compound matters, the 1955 annexation
increased the services’ geography
significantly. The City wanted the service to
run on a self-sustaining basis but deficits

continued to escalate. Service cuts were
implemented and in 1956 Sunday service
was discontinued. Reducing service rarely
results in increased ridership.

Housing
The emergency housing complex
established at the former pilot’s training
school at the Airport was becoming a
distraction for the City. The community was
not located in the City and received no City
services. The community was established
to alleviate the post war housing crisis. As
the housing situation began to improve in
the 1950s, the City was intent on closing
the community rather than investing in
maintenance. In June-1953, the remaining
residents were asked to vacate the
community as the buildings were rapidly
deteriorating. In 1959, a survey identified
a need for geared to income housing and
plans were made to build 50 rowhouses
in Eagle Place with the assistance of the
provincial government.

Bell Homestead
Brantford and Boston have long had a
friendly competition regarding the claim
as to where the telephone was invented
so it came as a pleasant surprise when,
on 7-May-1950, the Boston Sunday
Herald wrote the following: It was during
a vacation at Brantford in July 1874 that
Bell first conceived the principle that
underlies not only telephony, but television,
radio and sound motion pictures as
well… This recognition of principle always
constituted for Bell the actual invention of
the telephone. On 12-September-1953,
the Historic Site and Monument Board of
Canada unveiled a cairn to commemorate
the invention of the telephone in front of
the Bell Homestead. The Homestead would
finally receive its designation as a National
Historic Site of Canada on 1-July-1996.

Black Sunday
24-September-1950
The afternoon of Sunday
24-September-1950 will always be
remembered by those who lived through

it. Shortly after 1PM the skies over
Brantford began to darken. Street lights
came on and cars needed their headlights.
Darkness descended over Brantford and
the northeastern United States. By 4 PM
the sky began to brighten and the roosters
began to crow. Speculation as to the cause
of the phenomenom included an eclipse, an
atomic explosion, a tornado, a snowstorm,
a flying saucer, and the U.S. Army trying to
see if it could block out the sky. The odd
darkening was attributed to high altitude
smoke from forest fires in Northern Alberta
and British Columbia. At that time forest fires
were allowed to burn freely if they burned
more than 10 miles from roads, rail lines,
and communities. This darkening of the sky
phenomenon has been reported throughout
history, since biblical times, notably in 1547,
1706, and on 19-May-1780, 18-April-1860,
and 19-March-1886. In 1915, Scientific
American magazine cited a U.S. Forest
Service Bulletin which listed 18 dark days
between 1706 and 1910.

Edward Barbarian, Brantford’s
Bad Boy
On 13-June-1951, Edward Barbarian was
found, shot to death, in a ditch near Mount
Pleasant. He was 28. He was a short,
husky man, always impeccably dressed.
He was tough and he was mean; people
were afraid of him. He carried around a
.38-calibre revolver. His police record
began in 1939, when he was 16. He was
convicted of robbery, theft, burglary,
bootlegging, and receiving stolen goods.
He spent two years in jail and 4 years at the
Kingston Penitentiary. Barbarian’s name was
synonymous with gambling, bootlegging,
and racketeering. He was also a lady’s man;
good-looking, alluring, and dangerous. He
cruised around town driving a 1946 Cadillac.
Barbarian’s fronts were a cigar store on
Queen Street and the Golden Rail Restaurant
at 63 Dalhousie Street. He was known to
erupt in fits of rage from time-to-time and
once threatened to kill every cop in town.
His murder remains unsolved. Barbarian’s
demise may be attributed to ahmot, the
Armenian word meaning to never bring
shame to the family.

War Memorial
In 1955, Mayor Reg Cooper made the
completion of the war memorial a priority.
The memorial was to be commemorated
on 11-November but a delay in the supply

of the stones pushed back the unveiling
to July-1956. The Remembrance Gallery
honours the sacrifice of 339 Brant County
men and women who died in the Second
World War and the Korean War.

Police and Fire
Two relics from the 19th century remained
in use well beyond their designed lifespan,
the fire station on Dalhousie Street and the
Police Station, behind it, on Queen Street.
These buildings were designed to serve the
needs of 1900 Brantford, not a modern and
expanding City. In 1952, the City decided
to replace these antiquated facilities with
new buildings at Greenwich and Newport
Streets, built on reclaimed canal basin land (a
former carp pond). The new stations opened
in 1954 and were immediately beset with
problems due to the land they were built
on. As the buildings settled, walls cracked,
pipes broke, and telephone and electrical
problems occurred. The floors in the fire
station sank two and one-half inches in 3
years. In 1955, the Canadian Underwriters’
Association recommended three more fire
stations be constructed, more firefighters
hired, and firefighting equipment updated. In
1959, a tender was issued for a second fire
station to be constructed at St. Paul Avenue
and Dundas Street.
Fires continued to rage throughout the
1950s. Wood framed buildings with wood
flooring, dried out after decades of use
where prime to ignite at the slightest
provocation of carelessness. Many of these
fires often stretched the resources, men
and equipment of the fire department to
their limit. Major fires included the blaze at
Gazer Mill Stock Co. on Grey Street, near
Park Ave, in May-1951, the Loblaws store at
197 Colborne Street in January-1956 (the
store was located in the building adjacent
to the east side of the present Library
building), the Agnew-Surpass store at 166
Colborne Street, just west of Market Street,
in November-1958, and the Stedman’s
Bookstore fire in January-1955 which
required every fire fighter and every piece of
equipment in the City to fight. To complicate
the situation, a break in the water main
downtown forced the fire fighters to pump
water from the covered canal on Water
Street. Within 24 hours after the Stedman
blaze had been put out, store manager Bill
White started to reorder merchandise to
restock the store at a temporary location
from memory, aisle by aisle, shelf by shelf.

Aerial photo of the former canal lands from 1975, courtesy of the Brant Historical Society
a) Victoria Bridge
b) Greenwich Street parking lot
c) Massey-Ferguson warehouse
d) Former location of Scarfe & Company, paints and varnishes
e) Greenwich St, now ICOMM Drive
f) Water Street
g) Bank of Nova Scotia building
h) Wharfe Street
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THE HONOURING

with special guest Logan Staats
March 22, 2017 at The Sanderson Centre
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HEATHER CARDLE
“The Honouring” is an historical experience that pays homage to warriors of the
First Nations who sacrificed their lives during the War of 1812 to protect their
culture and lands.
Produced, choreographed and performed by the highly
acclaimed Kaha:wi Dance Theatre under the direction of
the talented Santee Smith (who also performs).
Special guest, the talented, multi-award winning artist
Logan Staats sang a beautiful set. Logan debuted a
marvellous selection of songs from his latest album
#SetMyselfOnFireJustToKeepYouWarm.
Make sure to Be Seen enjoying the next amazing
performance at the Sanderson Centre!
Story and Photography by: Heather Cardle

NAT’L CUPCAKE DAY IN SUPPORT OF THE SPCA

D BELINDA J. CLEMENTS

18 BSCENE.ca

Entertainment & Community Guide

SPECIAL OLYMPICS
BRANTFORD

LINDSAY ROCHE

A

local organization includes athletes
of all abilities within the Brantford
and Brant community through sport.
Special Olympics-Brantford ensures every
athletes of all abilities an opportunity to
achieve their dreams through sport.
Special Olympics- Brantford is specifically
for athletes from 8 to 99 who have
intellectual disabilities. “...it is so important
for special Olympics be in Brantford
because people with intellectual disabilities
can be just like’normal’ people. They are
like minded individual who come from all
race, creed, colour, religions and they have
no restrictions on what they can do within
the sport,” Jenn Hatfield, Fundraising
Coordinator for Special OlympicsBrantford explained. Currently, two
Brantford athletes are competing at the
Special Olympics World Games in Austria:
Stephen is competing in floor hockey for a
gold medal, while Tim is a figure skater.
Watching a Special Olympics event is quite
different from your typical sporting event:
everyone cheers everyone on (regardless
of team), people are always laughing and
having fun, everyone is encouraging,
and they are there simply because they
enjoy it. Watching ones of these events
can be extremely refreshing, and possibly
question your view on what sport really is.

Photo: Kim Orgar

Be seen with

“They may not be famous or may not be
of the same mindset as the others, but
they have freedom, grace, dignity and
passion. The Special Olympic athletes
play hard, work hards and they even give
you a different refreshing view of how you

BSCENE

The Brantford Symphony Orchestra

DAVIS FUELS FAMILY CONCERT
March 18, 2017 at The Sanderson Centre
DEAN ELLIS
To round out a week of family fun during March Break, the Brantford
Symphony Orchestra held their annual Family Concert program at the
Sanderson Centre. This year featured the story of “How the Gimquat Found
Her Song,” and the B.S.O. instrument petting zoo.
Make sure to Be Seen finding your Song with the
BSO at their next performance!
Story by: Jason Freeze
Photography by: Dean Ellis

look at life. They have no hate or ill will
towards their team mate. It’s beautiful and
refreshing watching them work together
no matter what and find ways to make it
happen as a team,” Hatfield explained.
S.O. Brantford will be starting up their
summer sports soon which includes
soccer, softball, t-ball, bocce ball, golf
and track and field. The winter season
sees bowling (5 and 10 pin), powerlifting,
swimming, and floor hockey.
Special Olympics- Brantford also works to
be involved within the Brantford community
by host many fundraising events. There
are currently three events coming up. 17
Athletes will be competing in the provincial
games July 12 in Mississauga. Participants
are selling the-dyed t-shirts for $15 each to
support their endeavours.
The annual Bowl-A-Thon is coming up on
on May 7th at Echo Bowl.
“We are doing it tournament style and are
hoping to get some businesses involved
by challenging each other to battle on the
alley with pledges and games. Plus we will
have athletes competing. They will also
battle each other and challenge coaches
and parents. It will be a fun time.”
A barbecue is also coming up on May 20th
in partnership with Staples from 10am to
4pm at Staples.
For more information or to get involved
with Special Olympics-Brantford visit
brantford.specialolympicsontario.ca .
The organization is currently looking for
various board members, volunteers, and of
course athletes.
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D&D RETURNS FROM PANAMA
CHAMPIONSHIPS
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JESSIE COOPER

facebook groups/6342376298/
🔗  ddunited.com
Nine students of D & D United Martial Arts had the honour of
competing and representing Brantford on Team Canada at the
International Congress of Martial Arts (ICOMA) World Championships
in Panama January 7-8th, 2017. To make placement on Team Canada
competitors compete at tournaments during the year starting in
February in order to be recognized and invited to be a part of the
team. Team Canada practices are held from September to December
to prepare for the international tournament. Upon their return they
received recognition from MP Phil McColeman and MPP Dave Levac
with certificates of honour. Team Canada is recognized by the Prime
Minister of Canada and the Ministry of Sports Ontario.
Total of: 29 Medals – (8 Gold, 7 Silver, 14 Bronze)
The following is the results of our competitors:
Bryon Davis – 3 Gold (Black Belt Weapons, Sparring, Forms), Bronze
(Synchronized)
Kelsey Cooper – 3 Silver (Black Belt Chanbara, Weapons, Forms),
Bronze (Open Musical)
Linda Geikie Davis – 3 Bronze (Black Belt Synchronized, Forms, Open
Musical)
Darrell Warren – Gold (Black Belt Sparring), Silver (Weapons), Bronze
(Forms)
Piper Force – 2 Gold (Chanbara, Synchronized), Silver (Sparring)
Amber Beauregard – Team Canada MVP, Gold (Synchronized), Silver
(Forms), 3 Bronze (Weapons, Chanbara, Open Musical)
Cole Von Lukawiecki – 2 Gold (Forms, Sparring), Silver (Open Musical),
2 Bronze (Weapons, Chanbara)
Jason Hardie – 2 Bronze (Weapons, Forms)
Sandy Hardie – Bronze (Forms)
These Team Canada competitors would like to recognise the support
of the (MAAAF) Martial Arts Amateur Athletes Fund and all their
supporters for their generosity.

Photos: Jessie Cooper

THE MARTIAL ARTS AMATEUR ATHLETES FUND WOULD LIKE TO THANK:
Adam Marshall
Brantford Toyota
Dominos
John Whittam
Mr. Paws
St. George Ravins
Toronto Raptors

Bayside Vacation Resort
Brianna Dixon
Family Chiropractic
Kneaded Care
MPP Dave Levac
Sun N Tan
Toyotetsu Canada Inc

Best Western
Britech Automotive
IPC Investment Corp
LegSmart
MP Phil McColeman
Tim Horton’s
United Way

Boston Design
Cineplex
Jenn Carson
Little Kickers
Reckless Soul Tattoo
Toromont Cat
Wekken Electronics

Boxfit by Roman Szlek
Custom Colour Tees
Jennifer Kleinsteuber
Mary M. Cushnie-Mansour
Michelle Snively-Jefferies
Valley Garage Speed Services
Serenity House of Electrolysis
Sanderson Centre
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SANDRA

ON SCENE

SANDRA L. ANDERSON

twitter @Sandlyn

Source: veterans.gc.ca
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THEATRE OF WAR –
VETERAN OF VIMY
BY VINCENT BALL

THE VETERAN OF VIMY, written by local
playwright Vincent Ball is a theatrical, historical
and cultural event honouring the 100th
Anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge, and is
truly a community effort as six organizations have
collaborated to bring it about at the Sergeant
William Merrifield VC Armoury on April 9, 2017.
Beginning at noon, there will be historical tours
followed by a matinee performance of VETERAN
OF VIMY at 2 pm. The play will be followed by a
$75 Gala Dinner featuring a tribute to Six Nations
Veterans by actors, singers and dancers along
with pre-colonial cuisine based on a three sisters
menu – corn, squash and beans – by Six Nations
Chef Brian Sky, followed by a guided tour of the
newly renovated Armoury. There will then be an
evening performance of VETERAN OF VIMY at
7:30 pm. Cost of the play is Veterans $10, Seniors
and Students $12, and Adults $15.
Peter Muir of Brant Theatre Workshops (BTW) and
director of the play VETERAN OF VIMY says, “This
is a very unique event considering the historical
relevance, the artistic integrity and the blending
of community groups pulling it together.” He adds,
“When Vince finished his piece, we had no time
to put any funding in place at all, but we knew we
had a very limited window to produce the event
on April 9, considering it is the 100th anniversary
of the event. After much discussion, the Historical
Society of Brant and Brant Theatre Workshops
both stepped out on a limb, agreeing to back the
project. We often produce significant community
works like this but it isn’t a simple process. We
have to provide all the necessary infrastructure
such as staging, lighting, sound etc. unlike theatre
that may be done in a theatre, school or church,
but when the piece demands it, BTW always goes
that extra mile to produce an original work unique
to Brantford.”
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Define theater of war: the entire land, sea, and
air area that is or may become involved directly
in war operations.

Paul Amato as Herbert Dickson is not happy with his mashed pumpkin during a rehearsal of VETERAN OF VIMY by Vincent Ball and
Brant Theatre Workshops.

Of the VETERAN OF VIMY cast Muir says, “With
four or five theatre companies in Brantford
producing works at the same time, it is always
challenging to gather a cast, especially for a
new script. Luckily, we have a number of people
who are familiar with how we work and are
dedicated to supporting the vision. A number
of our cast members were also in Vince’s work
which we produced last year at the Sanderson
Centre. Our main leads are very experienced
and we are lucky to have an actor of Paul
Amato’s ability to play the Veteran.”
Of the play Muir says, “Vince has matured as
a playwright with this, his second production.
When we put the play through our dramaturgical
process, with script meetings and a public
reading at the Sanderson, it was amazing to
see the difference in the script from beginning
to end. Despite the serious subject, Vince has
included a lot of humour in the play.”
This play and the GALA dinner, complete with
precolonial food and native singing and dancing,
honours the aboriginal contribution to the war.
Muir says, “During the First World War, there was
a lot of involvement by the people of Six Nations.
Many of them were at Vimy and some of them
were wounded or died. This is at a time when
they had to have permission in writing, from the
white, Indian Agent to step foot off the reserve.
Yet they still viewed the new nation of Canada

and the Queen of England as their allies, so they
gave their lives to protect us and themselves.
Having a pre-colonial dinner with wild game,
potato medicine wheel, and three sister soup is
something not many people in Brantford have
ever been exposed to and brings attention to the
rich culture Six Nations people have to draw from.
In the interest of truth and reconciliation, which
our theatre company is actively working towards,
it is important to include our neighbours and
allies.”
Muir adds, “Doing a play in a theatre is easy.
Creating an unusual event such as this is a
challenge but very rewarding to our community.”
Professional Actor, Paul Amato has the lead role
of the Veteran of Vimy, Herbert Dickson.
Fresh from doing a play in Sudbury called MOOSE
ON THE LOOSE, on his return, Amato dug his
heels into playing Dickson in Veteran of Vimy, a
rather disgruntled wounded vet, trying to make
the best of his situation. “It was a confusing time
back then,” he says. He says the subject of the
play is one that should be explored because it
was important, “and the families are still here.” He
adds, “If it wasn’t for the Canadians, we wouldn’t
have taken the hill.”
Then there are the talents of Teri Bedard as
Nurse Victoria, Andrew Von Lukawiecki as Kirby/
Young Herbert, Quinn Rankin as Harvey, Hugh
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Sutherland as Ridge/Photographer, Andrew Hill
as Orderly/Young Ridge, Phil Scott as Dad, Caitlyn
Hayward as Mom, Sharyl Hudson as Pauline,
Peter Farrugia as
Williams/Balfour/Professor
Johnston, Richard Cook as Robertson/Mayor of
Brantford, Gerry Lafleur as Proulx/Sgt. Thomas
Elliott/Medic, Christian Mejia as Gatenby and
Nick King as Chapman.
The Production Crew is made up of Director Peter
Muir, Stage Manager Makelitv Emarthle, Sound
Jordan Reuben, Designer Gerry Lafleur and
Costumes/Makeup Cheyenne Williams.
Playwright Vince Ball says, “This is the second
of a Great War trilogy that has been written in
partnership with the Brant Historical Society and

Of the collaboration, it has taken to produce
this 100th Anniversary of Vimy event Ball says,
“The collaboration of six partners is really quite
gratifying. We put this together in a short time
starting in November 2016 with a reading
followed by a re-write of the play. Michael St.
Amant has done a fantastic job of obtaining
funding for the event as well as handling a lot of
the details and logistics of putting an event like
this together.” He adds, “Peter Muir and his team
at Brant Theatre Workshops are great people
to work with when putting a project like this
together. They have a great passion for theatre
and local heritage, which certainly was reflected
in Doing Our Bit and will, I’m sure, be reflected in
Veteran of Vimy as well. It’s also quite gratifying

His Majesty’s Pigeon Service. Writing the message previous to fastening on bird. November 1917. Library
and Archives Canada.

Brant Theatre Workshops. I’m delighted to be
working with Peter Muir and Michael St. Amant
again. It’s a terrific partnership and I’m looking
forward to the production on April 9, 2017.”
Ball explains, “Originally, the second play was
titled V is for Vimy. It was going to be based on
letters that were sent home from the front that
were written in a code that, when deciphered
revealed the location of the letter writer – a
soldier who was about to go into battle at Vimy
Ridge. However, while writing a scene in the play,
I basically wrote in a new title – Veteran of Vimy –
which provided me with a better opportunity to
explore more themes related to the First World
War and commemorating those from Brantford,
Brant County and Six Nations who fought and
died there.”

21

Michael St Amant of the Brant Historical
Society emphasizes, “April 9th marks the
100th anniversary of the beginning of the Battle
of Vimy Ridge. As a result of the Battle, which
lasted four days, the Canadian Corps suffered
10,602 casualties: 3,598 killed and 7,004
wounded. Some 23 soldiers from Brant-Brantford
were among those killed. Two local residents
were also seriously wounded. Members of the
56th Field Artillery Regiment participated in the
battle, as did other regional regiments. For many,
it also marks an important step of our emergence
as a nation.”

St. Amant says of the play, “Our program includes

Canadian machine gunners dig themselves in in shell holes at Vimy Ridge. April 1917. Library and Archives
Canada.

to have so many other groups like the 56th Field
Artillery, Woodland Culture Centre, the Great War
Centenary Association providing their support as
well.
All in all, the production, the event, is a terrific
example of the arts and heritage communities
working together to commemorate an important
battle in Canadian history and those who fought
and died at Vimy Ridge.”
Ball adds, “I’d really like to thank Bill Hanna and
Kathy Olenski of Acacia House Publishing.
They took what was a decent piece of work and
through their critique and suggestions helped
make it much better. For that I’m quite grateful.”

the premier performance of Vincent Ball’s
new, Veteran of Vimy. The play is the second
in a trilogy devoted to the impact of the First
World War on the citizens of Brantford and Brant
County. The first play, Doing Our Bit, premiered
last November and has been published by the
Brant Historical Society. We are very proud of
our association with Vincent Ball and his work to
promote our local history. We are very excited to
be publishing Veteran of Vimy.”
Of the event he says, “The Brant Historical
Society is pleased to present a collaborative
event that is intended to honour the many
veterans from Brant County, Brantford and First
Nations who participated in the battle at Vimy
Ridge. Our partners include the Brant Theatre
Workshop, Woodlands Cultural Centre, the 56th
Field Artillery Regiment RCA, the Sanderson
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Centre, the Great War Centenary Association, and the Community Foundations of Canada who
provided financial support as part of the Canada 150 Celebrations.

APRIL HOROSCOPES

With the assistance of other community groups including volunteers from First Nations, this
event would not have been possible.”
Stage manager of Veteran of Vimy, Makelitv Emarthle, (Make), 19, feels her heritage deeply.
She says the Native element is a “main focus in this entire event.” She says, “A lot of people
don’t realize that Native people served during the war.” She adds, “Including my great, great
grandfather.” She says the pre-colonial meal of the three sister soup – the three sisters being
corn, beans and squash – is significant because after colonization, the meals changed. She
says the chef will most likely be describing to patrons the significance of the meals. The tribute
to Native culture during the gala will include the traditional Smoke Dance, originally a war dance,
which Make says is “big in competitions in our Pow Wow world.” Make is studying Performance
Production at Ryerson University and has been involved in other theatre at Woodland Cultural
Centre including assistant directing BTW’s SUMMER BREEZE as part of the Bell Summer
Festival.
Peter Farrugia, professor at Wilfrid Laurier University, Brantford, plays a few parts in Veteran of
Vimy is also a board member of Great War Centenary Association as is playwright Vince Ball.
“The GWCA just wants to raise public awareness,” he says. He explains that Vince Ball’s plays
have stemmed from the compiling work of local historian Geoffrey Moyer. Farrugia is involved in
a lecture series at Laurier the last of which is April 3, Vimy Ridge in History and Myth.
Cheyenne Williams who is running the Gala says organizing an event this size is a first for
her. She says she is working on a special scene which will be part of the Gala entertainment
of how natives got involved in the war. She is also arranging the singers, dancers and music,
many of whom are in her own family. She feels good about educating the public on the Native
involvement in the war. She says a little-known fact is that the government took Reservation
lands and gave it to returning non-aboriginal veterans. “Some families lost their whole farm,” she
says. Although she originally found the task of organizing the Gala daunting she says, “I didn’t
realize how many
contacts I had until I
had to use them.”
Be sure to catch this
Brantastic locally
historically significant
show April 9, 2017 at
the Armoury, located
on the corner of Brant
Ave. and Colborne
St.. And keep your
attentions focused
toward future work
from Vincent Ball.
Brant Theatre
Workshops is
a not-for-profit
theatre company
based in Brantford,
ON, dedicated
to developing
and producing
original works of
theatre in Brantford
and Six Nations.
The company
has toured their
critically acclaimed
productions
provincially and
nationally.
branttheatre.com
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ARIES: Step into the spot light. Share your sparkling
self and be proud of who you are. Life as you know it is
shifting; having positive attitude, courageous heart, and
open mind will take you far.
PISCES: Are you feeling worthy? Amp up your sense
of self worth. Your finances, resources and abundance
is seeking to expand. Let it happen by knowing you
deserve it all.
AQUARIUS: Express yourself in every way possible.
Expression happens in many ways; talking, writing,
reading, painting, drawing, acting.... Share your unique
self with the world and lucky opportunities will occur.
CAPRICORN: Find a sacred place where you can simply
be. This could be a physical space or a space within
yourself. Meditating and taking it easy will serve you.
As you make self care a priority all areas of your life,
including your career, will benefit.
SAGITTARIUS: It’s a month of amping up love; especially the self love. Create art, find time for play and
allow yourself to fall in love with life. As you do this your
communities may shift; be open to change.
SCORPIO: Take life moment by moment. Make an effort
to care for your body. Have a look at your daily routine.
Is it exhausting you or leaving you fulfilled? Adjust
accordingly.
LIBRA: Fall in love with yourself and all of your relationships will benefit. Positive self talk and a commitment
to caring for yourself will pay off throughout the rest of
the year.
VIRGO: Deep truths, perspectives and intuitions are
bubbling to the surface. Trust yourself and what you
feel. Your gut is wanting to tell you something. Listen for
the answers.
LEO: Nothing is impossible. The word itself says I’m
Possible. What have you always wanted to do, be or
have? Now is the time to believe that it can happen.
CANCER: Reflect on the legacy you are creating. Set intentions, goals and embrace new ideas. You have what
it takes. The more love and compassion the better.
GEMINI: Be open to new people entering your life and
also accepting of those who leave. Step into a leadership role and lovingly guide others. Take your passions
and share it with the planet.
TAURUS: You love to have a plan figured out; but right
now that’s not likely to happen. Do yourself a favour
and go with the flow this month. Enjoy life and take it
moment by moment. If something is getting to you; let
it go.
Looking for even deeper insight?
Shannon is available for personal readings.
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STEWART GEEN FEELS ‘SUPERCHARGED’ AFTER SURGERY
headed and eventually fainting. Despite
these symptoms, Stewart felt he could
manage the situation without medical
attention, but another similar episode a
few months later finally convinced him
to see his family doctor.
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A

ttentive personal care by
professional medical staff is
reassuring when you’re faced
with the prospect of having a major
medical procedure.
For Stewart Geen, the standard of care
he received as a patient of the Brant
Community Healthcare System helped
put some of his worries aside while he
waited for open-heart surgery to replace
a valve in his heart.
Stewart had known for many years that
he had a faulty valve in his heart that
wasn’t functioning correctly and the
physical effect this was having on his
body had been getting progressively
worse over the years, but he didn’t
realize just how serious it had become.
In early 2015, Stewart experienced an
episode during which he began to vomit
and sweat profusely before feeling light-

Stewart’s doctor sent him immediately
to the Emergency Department (ED)
at the Brantford General Hospital
where he came under the care of Dr.
Yacoob Kathrada, a specialist in Internal
Medicine.
“I found him very reassuring,” Stewart
recalled. “He told me I needed an
operation, but afterwards I would be
turbo-charged, so to speak.”
It was Dr. Kathrada’s easygoing manner
that helped Stewart to relax and prepare
for the angiogram and subsequent
open-heart surgery.
“I hope the BCHS staff know I’m so
pleased with how they looked after me
while I was here,” said Stewart, noting
that everyone from doctors and nursing
staff to personal support workers were
compassionate, caring and professional.
At the end of July, Stewart received his
scheduled surgical procedure and the
faulty valve was successfully replaced in
his heart.
A few days after his procedure, Stewart
was home and recovering well, when
he developed symptoms of a bleeding

ulcer and had to return to the Brantford
General.

exceptional healthcare in your time of
need.

“They say people don’t like hospitals,
but I must say, it’s the staff that truly
makes the Brantford General so special.
Because I had so many good people
looking after me, I came to like the
hospital, and I want all the staff to know I
appreciate the good work they do.”

Please donate and make a
difference today!

Stewart spent five days as an inpatient
while his ulcer was being treated, then
he returned home to fully recover from
his recent heart surgery.
“After my recovery I feel great, and Dr.
Kathrada was absolutely right, I do feel
turbo-charged. I honestly didn’t realize
just how weak I was before my surgery.”
At the time of his first episode, Stewart
had hoped to avoid invasive treatments
for his condition, but in the end it didn’t
turn out to be as stressful as he had
anticipated.
“At the time you just don’t know what to
expect,” he said, “coupled with the fact
that you’re not feeling well. In hindsight,
I think the best way to handle it is to
accept the care you receive and try not
overthink or resist it. You’re in capable
hands.”
Stewart Geen has learned first-hand,
when crisis or illness impacts you or
a loved one, the Brant Community
Healthcare System is here to offer you

The equipment supported by
donor dollars isn’t just ‘nice to
have’ – it is critical, much-needed
medical equipment required to
perform daily diagnostics and
care for our patients.
Your involvement, through
a donation of any size, will
allow the BCHS Foundation to
purchase patient equipment
not funded by the Ministry of
Health and Long-Term Care,
provide essential resources to
maintain the exceptional level
of compassionate patient care,
and invest in new and innovative
technology.
To make a donation, please call
our office at 519-751-5510 or
visit our website at
www.bchsysfoundation.org.
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