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BScene is a local Entertainment & Community Guide, 
showcasing the #BRANTastic features of Brantford, 
Brant and Six Nations through engaging content and 
with the Best Event Guide in our community. 

BScene is distributed free, every month through key 
community partners throughout Brantford, Brant 
and Six Nations. BScene has a local network of over 
500 distribution points including local advertisers, 
retail outlets, dining establishments, and community 
centres. For a complete list, please visit bscene.ca 

As a community paper and forum for sharing thoughts 
and experiences, the views expressed in the magazine 
are not necessarily those of the Publisher, Editor, 
other contributors, advertisers or distributors unless 
otherwise stated. 

BScene is wholly owned and published by Jason 
Freeze. All content © 2018 and all rights to distribution 
are reserved by BScene. 
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BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500 drop 
locations throughout Brantford, Brant and Six Nations 
each month. BScene also publishes unique online 
content throughout each month as well as providing 
the Best Event Guide in the community. We have an 
engaged and dedicated readership who are invested 
in experiencing what our community has to offer. 
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jason@bscene.ca 
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BSCENE’s RECYCLING PROGRAM   
The BSCENE paper stays local and supports local endeavours as much as 

possible.  Our publication was printed locally at Ricter Web Printer for years.  

After its closing, we chose McLaren Press Graphics in Gravenhurst, a family 

owned business.  From there, we distribute locally to many businesses and 

organizations within our grand community.  Then at the end of the month, we’ll 

collect any left over papers for recycling.  These papers are recycled through 

a special fundraising program with Sydenham-Heritage United Church and 

Hartmanns Canada.  Hartmann’s is a local egg carton manufacturer located 

in Holmedale that turns the papers into egg cartons, which are sold back to 

you at the store.  The money raised through this fundraising program gets 

sent back to Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used in their Green 

programs for sustainable upgrades.  BSCENE prides itself on supporting local 

whenever we can.

The BScene team celebrating Christmas and the New Year with a meal at King’s Buffet. 
Thanks everyone for all that you do! 

P
ho

to
: K

in
g

s 
B

uf
fe

t S
ta

ff

A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce

A Family Run
&

Locally Owned Business
for Over 25 Years

Brantford’s ONLY
Same Day Service

Mon. - Wed.  9 - 6 | Thurs.  9 - 8 | Fri.  9 - 6 | Sat.  9:30 - 2

10 King George Road
Home Hardware Plaza
Brantford
519-752-5456
www.optichouse.ca

Largest Selection of High Quality Eyewear 
at Reasonable Prices
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Your LOCAL Butcher Shop

403 Fairview Dr.
519-752-3151

www.strodes.ca

Specializing in All your BBQ needs!

BUILDING
BUSINESS IN BRANT 
TOGETHER

We are social.  Follow us.

                       @parischamberofcommerce         @paris_chamber                          @investinbrant

2019 represents a milestone in many ways for 
business IN the County of Brant and for the 
business OF the County of Brant.  The Paris & 
District Chamber of Commerce enters its 21st 
year in 2019. During this same time, the 
County of Brant recognizes the 20th year 
since incorporation. Working to build consis-
tent and valuable business opportunities takes 
time, demands commitment and requires 
reaching out to build bridges of collaboration 
and networks of engagement. With this in 
mind, the Paris & District Chamber of Com-
merce and the County of Brant Economic 
Development & Tourism Division look forward 
to bringing the value of Brant business to the 
fore by highlighting current business achieve-
ments, providing consistent networking oppor-
tunities and a greater sharing of business best 
practices.

Collaboration is paramount to creating an 
environment of value for doing business in 
Brant.  With 74 new members since 2015, the 
Paris & District Chamber of Commerce has 
seen consistent growth.  Over 70% of busi-
nesses within the County of Brant have less 
than 10 employees.

These two pieces of data demonstrate 
networking and collaboration are essential to   

finding support and expertise within Brant and 
the opportunity for greater leveraging of the 
business community is growing.  There has 
never been a better time to do business in 
Brant, to grow your business in Brant and to 
engage other businesses in Brant.

Turn to our BScene page every other month 
through 2019 for interesting factiods on busi-
ness in Brant, opportunities to engage other 
business leaders and business organizations    

of Brant, as well as to learn of networking and 
collaborative events for businesses within 
Brant.  Through greater collaboration and 
deeper engagement we can show the markets 
we serve now is the time to #InvestinBrant 
together!  

Get involved!

We 
want              

#InvestinBrant

you!
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STEP #1:   Complete Puzzle.  Find all 10 communities in the County of Brant.  Jumble the highlighted 

STEP #2:   LIKE & SHARE Paris & District Chamber of Commerce Facebook page.
  letters into County of Brant’s tourism tag line.

STEP #3:   Post answer on the Paris & District Chamber of Commerce Facebook page.
STEP #4:   Visit www.pariscoc.ca and check out the calendar for the next After-Hours Event.

*The like & share and answer post of your answer is an automatic enrollment into our special 
attendance prize.  Must be present to win!

Please have a company representitive COME VISIT US!

County of Brant’s Tourism tag line

Paris & District Chamber of Commerce/County of Brant 
Complete the Puzzler below and you could Win!

All candidates meeting. Hosted by the Paris & District Chamber of Commerce

Networking event.
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Brantford Blooms

Florist

344 Colborne St. Brantford
      226-260-3121
      info@brantfordblooms.com
      www.brantfordblooms.com

� 
�
�

Pre-Order your
Valentine’s Flowers Today 

230 Shellards Lane Unit C6
Brantford
519.752.1111
www.goostakeout.com
info@goostakeout.com

Burgers & Fries
Wings
Poutine
Wraps

Goo’s Delivers






JASON FREEZE

�  @Jason Freeze

�   jason.freeze

�   BScene.ca

As 2018 comes to a close and the New Year gets going, I always like to look 
back and reflect on the past year, and see what new opportunities the next 

year can bring. 

As always, there’s so much to reflect on. Each year brings so much with it, it’s 
often hard to remember all the happenings that’s come and gone. But there are 
always a few highlights that stick with us in our minds. 

This year marked our 4th Anniversary of the paper. And we are so honoured to be 

able to bring local content and events to our community each month. We’re also 
grateful for all the community support that we receive. Whether it’s comments 
about our articles, people submitting events, or the local advertisers who work 
with us, we’re so excited that we can help and provide a venue to tell your stories. 

We also had a number of political changes in 2018. With two levels of 
government running elections this year, we now have some new faces 
representing our community. Elections are always an important part of how our 
community and society runs, so we would like to thank everyone who ran in the 
various races this year. And thank you to those who have served and are serving 
our communities. 

2018 also marked a very important anniversary for our country and the world. 
Communities all across the globe honoured those that have fallen and fought 
for our freedom for the 100th time. This anniversary touches so many of our 
lives in various ways, as it has shaped our history and our families. And it is also 
particularly meaningful as it helps us remember the suffering that happened so 
that we keep striving toward peace and understanding. 

As we transition from one year to another, we find ourselves amidst change. This 
past month (December) has been a hectic one for us here at the paper. On Friday, 
December 7th, we heard some sad news that our local printer, Ricter Web Printing 
would be closing. For us, it has been a big change having to find a new printer and 

getting settled into a new routine. 

We’ve been delighted to work with Ricter over the 4 years 
we’ve printed and have made connections with a number of 
their staff. So we would like to say Thank You for all of your 
help and printing guidance over the years. It has been a 
pleasure to work with you and we’ve been honoured to get 
to know you as well. Sometimes it can be hard to really get 
to know people when you’re doing business. But the people 
there have welcomed us into their lives and have shown that 
you care about your clients, the work that you do, and making 
that connection. We wish everyone all the best as they move 
onto their next adventures. 

Making changes can be hard, but where there’s a negative, 
there’s always a positive too. So as 2019 starts up, we all can 
look toward the future and the possibilities that the New Year 
can bring. Our lives are forever changing, but I like to think 
that we can all hold onto the positives and work together 
toward a better tomorrow. 

As we continue to roll through our 5th year of printing, we 
hope that we can bring even more positive, local stories 
and content to our community. We wish you all a Happy and 
Healthy New Year filled with opportunity and #BRANTastic 
connections!.

REMEMBERING THE PAST YEAR 
AND LOOKING FORWARD TO 2019!

Thanks to everyone at Ricter Web Printing for all your hard 
work over the years! (Photo: Bruce Freeze)
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250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
ben@positanowine.com
www.positanowine.com
positanowinesandcoffee

Wine
Gifts
Gift Cards
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A Royal Oriental Feast

175 Lynden Road Unit B1
Brantford ON  N3R 8A7
Tel:  519-753-0600

Take Out & Delivery
Available

/kingsbuffetbrantford
www.kingsbuffet.com

A Royal Oriental Feast

Take Out & Delivery

www.kingsbuffet.com

20 Roy Blvd. Unit #34
�   OurKitchenBrantford.ca
�   OurKitchenBrantford

519-757-6527
�   info@ourkitchenbrantford.ca
�   ourkitchenbrantford

 Teach a Class
 Attend a Class
 Sign Up for Membership
 Join our Mailing List

JASON FREEZE

� @Jason Freeze

�  jason.freeze

� BScene.ca

Have you ever heard the saying that content is king? Well, at Positano’s they have a similar 
saying: “Wine is Prime.” 

Throughout history, wine has played an important role. From religious ceremonies to high-
class occasions, and even just plain guzzling, wine has been around us and consumed for 
thousands of years. More recently though, our culture has taken wine through a renaissance. 
With craft wineries, and professional wine makers, this beverage has expanded in flavours 
and stature over the centuries. 

Nowadays, there are all sorts of wines 
for various occasions and it’s a great 
beverage that connects family and 
friends. Wine is a great gift idea, shared 
during fun times and can be a key 
component to your special occasion. 
Which is why “Wine is Prime.” Wine is 
just so versatile and widely enjoyed and 
shared by people. 

This is partly why owner, Ben Kleinsasser, 
runs Positano’s. Ben is certainly a wine 
lover and connoisseur. He enjoys 
exploring the various flavours and types 
of wine that’s around. Then uses his 

knowledge to help find some great wines for his customers.

Positano’s isn’t just a simple make your own place. It’s like a craft winery. People can come in 
and select their own wines which is specially prepared to create a great taste. Positano’s is 
a commercial, small-scale winery. They have all the tools there, it’s all user-friendly and Ben 
can help you out throughout the process. 

One of the more interesting parts of creating your own wines is that you can be a part of that 
creation. First of all, you’re the one to select your particular wine and flavour. They have a 
wide variety of wines available to choose from. They have full bodied reds, crisp whites, fruity 
summer wines, and even a number of dessert wines. 

Once you know what you want to create, then you can start the fermentation process. Each 
kit comes with all the ingredients that you’ll need and Ben will help you put it all together. But 
it’s an interesting process and you can help mix everything together and truly create your 
own wine. 

After it’s all mixed and created, you’ll just have to wait. It might not be an exciting part of the 
process, but the wines have to ferment for about 4-8 weeks depending on your type of wine. 
But by the time it’s done, your anticipation will have risen as it won’t be long until you get to 
taste your new wine! 

Once it’s ready, you can come in to bottle your wine. If you’re new to the process, Ben will 
help you out and show you how to fill and cork the bottles. But many of his customers are 
repeat wine makes and can bottle their wine just as quick as Ben. 

Now that your wine is ready and bottled, the best part is about to start. You get to enjoy your 
wine and share it with others! Ben does recommend that you let the wine age for a couple of 
months though. This helps to create a better flavour that will have you wanting more. 

Making your own wine can be a great idea for weddings, events and even businesses who 
want to share the wine experience and save some money compared to commercial wines. 
Ben has many people come in wanting to create some wine for weddings or events. So he 
always reminds people to make sure they plan ahead. Making your own wine can be a great 
idea, but you’ll need some time to make sure it ferments and ages to its best flavour. 

Besides creating your wine, Positano’s also offers a wide range of wine products and 
accessories. They can help make your own labels, they have a number of wine glasses 
available, and have a bunch of amusing wine related magnets. 

They also have some additional products that will pair well with your wines. They have many 
varieties of coffee pods, other local vendors like The Jelly Girls, some sauces, and even 
some cured meats. All of which are great gift ideas. 

So for all your gift giving delight and wine tasting pleasure, make sure to head on over to 
Positano Wine Making & Gourmet Foods at 250 King George Road in Brantford. They’re 
sure to offer a great wine experience that’ll have you coming back to make some more! 

 �  positanowine.com
 ,  250 King George Rd., Brantford
   519.751.1221 

FOOD SCENEBSCENE
Photos - Jason Freeze
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Brantford’s Best Hotels and Largest Conference Centre...One Convenient  Location! 

affinitybrantford.com Opening June 2019! 

 Banquet/ Meeting space up to 600ppl 
 Three connected halls up to 150ppl each 
 Executive Chef & customizable menus 
 Custom Audio Visual 
 Meetings, Conventions, Awards Ceremonies, 

Trade Shows,  Christmas Parties 
 Weddings, Engagement/Anniversary Parties,  

Family Reunions, Bridal & Baby Showers, Birth-
days and more! 

20 Fen Ridge Court, Brantford, ON, N3V 1G2        519-720-0084       amber.kane@hilton.com       

Opening June 2019! 
marriottbrantford.com hamptoninnbrantford.com 

FRESH. HEALTHY. EASY.

�  healthyharvestbox.ca 

What do you get when you combine a zucchini, a pear, the internet, and 
a delivery truck? You get, healthyharvestbox.ca a new web-based 

food delivery business from Community Resources Service. Delivering fresh 
food boxes to the Brantford, Brant, Six Nations area. healthyharvestbox.ca is 
a fresh, healthy, and easy way to give you, your family, or your employees a 
monthly dose of fresh fruits and vegetables. 

You can choose from one of their four boxes, each one is packed with 
enough goodness to feed a family for at least one week.  For those looking 
for a basic helping of goodness, the “Good Food Box” is a 70/30 mix of 

seasonal vegetables and fruit. If you are the adventurous type, the “Healthy 
Harvest Box” is a 70/30 mix of premium seasonal vegetables, fruits, and 
fresh herbs. For families on the go, the “Family Snack Box” is a 50/50 mix of 
easy-prep fruits and vegetables. And finally, there is the “All Fruit Box” which 
is a 50/50 mix of premium seasonal and easy-prep fruits. 

The boxes range in price from $20 to $60 and include a monthly news 
letter, full of recipes & tips on what to do with what’s in your box. The boxes 
are delivered right to your home or business once a month, and include a 
donation to the Brantford Food Bank. A Healthy Harvest box will make you 
feel healthy and happy. All profits go directly to support the Brantford Food 
Bank and its programs. Please visit www.healthyharvestbox.ca for more 
details or to place your order today!

healthyharvestbox.ca

1100 Clarence Street, Suite 202

Brantford, Ontario

519-751-4357 x 241

info@healthyharvestbox.ca
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Photo: San De Plume Media

HEIDI HOPF

�  HeidiHopfJournalism

Every era of music had that one big selling factor that made music successful.  
During the 80’s we craved chaos and mayhem. During the ‘70s we begged 

for flashing lights and glam, but during the ’50s and early ‘60s, crowds wanted 
polished and professional. Everything from a predictable and smooth set list, a 
polished sound, and a snappy name combined with suit and tie attire was a must 
for any successful band. Twin Spin recalls the importance of these seemingly 
small details and what a large impact they can have on a crowd. 

Doc Johnson (Guitar/Harmonica/Vocals) and Phil Scott (Drums/Vocals) formed 
the band Twin Spin with the elements of a pop band from that era in mind. They 
have geared their sound towards the type of audiences that lend a listening ear 
generally found at charity or concert style events, and take great pride in their 
polished arrangements. To top off their commitment to professionalism they even 
come sharply dressed in tuxedoes. 

Both members have been working musicians for decades and show no sign 
of stopping anytime soon. Although, having paid their dues playing six nights a 
week and being on the road for years they have decided it’s time to aim towards 
something new and adapt to a new setting of one-nighters, fundraisers and 
concert style gigs. 

“In the ‘70s both of us were playing in different bar bands on the road for a living. 
We were thinking it might be nice to stay out of the bars. We kinda figured we’ve 
already done that; I figure we are going forward instead of backward,” Scott said. 

Twin Spin realizes that in order to provide a proper experience for an audience that 
is there strictly for the music, it’s going to take more than a snappy name and fancy 
outfits to satisfy the crowd. The band spends most of the winter months working 
hard at rehearsal and take great pride in the attention to detail they put into their 
melodies and well thought out arrangements. 

Now that Scott and Johnson are free from the restraints of life on the road, they 
are able to put in the time to fully fine-tune the experience that Twin Spin delivers. I 
was initially shocked when they said they spend four nights a week rehearsing but 
once explained I realized the level of commitment these men really put into their 
act. 

“What we do is when we get together for practice, a lot of times we won’t even 
touch our instruments. We decide on a song and just talk about arranging a song 
for sometimes 2 hours before we even touch our instruments. We will sit here and 
talk for the whole practice about how we want to arrange a song or put two songs 
together, and we will spend our time just doing that,” Johnson explained. 

The ‘50s and early ‘60s were wrought with one hit wonders and record labels 
couldn’t distribute the next 45 fast enough. So how on earth would a band sift 
through all those possibilities? Luckily both members recall which songs stood 
out. Johnson even claims his best attribute as a musician is his range, referring to 
his ability to recall a variety of songs from a variety of time frames. 

“We are trying to provide material that were big hits, but also material that if you 
went into a bar you wouldn’t hear most bar bands do,” said Johnson. “The material 
that we are looking to do is to get the odd person in the audience who will say ‘Oh 
I haven’t heard that song in years!’ Every song we do has been hits, but people 
haven’t heard them for many years.”

Scott added, “We try and go after the one hit wonders. That’s the kinda stuff 
people haven’t heard in a while but they will recognize it because it was such a big 
hit at the time.”

There haven’t been many bands that I’ve talked to that put this level of 
commitment and thought into their performance. Twin Spin really takes the time 
and care it takes to provide a top-notch experience for the audiences that comes 
out to enjoy their music. 

Check out the band on their Facebook and Twitter pages for schedules and 
bookings.   

�  TwinSpinBeyond

�  @TwinSpinBeyond

MUSIC SCENEBSCENE
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IS IMPERFECT CREDIT 
BETTER THAN NO CREDIT?

Life isn’t always easy. Sometimes, we make bad 
decisions that haunt us for years to come. 

Sometimes, things just don’t go our way and we 
end up paying the price through no fault of our 
own. No matter how you end up with bruised 
credit, a low credit score can really put a damper 
on your financial freedom. Fortunately, when 
it comes to getting a loan for a new car with 
imperfect credit that is in your price range, credit 
issues are not a roadblock. If you’re suffering the 
effects of financial hardship and credit woes, take 
some time to learn more about how credit works 
through one of our credit consultants! 

With that said, there actually can be some 
benefits to having bad credit from the 
perspective of some lenders. For one, the age 
of your credit history is part of your credit score. 
The fact that you have managed to obtain credit 
in the past shows that you are at least familiar 
with credit and have taken responsibility of credit 
in the past. Of course, this isn’t as important 
as other parts of the credit score, including 
payment history and credit to debt ratio, but from 
a lender’s perspective, some time spent in the 
credit system with not-so-stellar results is better 
than nothing at all.

Think about it this way: If you were going to hire 
someone to fix a clogged sink in your home, 
would you call a plumber who has bad reviews 
for being rude or let your neighbor who’s never 
even touched a wrench do the job? It’s not 
exactly the same for credit, of course, but this is 
a situation in which bad experience is better than 
no experience. Now that you understand more 

about how credit works, you will want to avoid 
making your score worse. Don’t let bad credit get 
you down - this is simply the starting point from 
which you can recover and come back stronger 
than ever. There are lenders who understand this 
and willing to help you move forward.

So, if you have bad credit, which generally means 
a credit score of 600 or below with any credit 
bureau, what are your options for buying a new 
car? There are two primary options: Get financing 
through a lender or paying out of pocket. Let’s 
explore both options so you can understand the 
pros and cons to map out your future credit. 

Call us at 519-752-CARS (2277) or come see us 
at 50 King George Rd. Brantford, ON!!

Trip’s Auto Inc.
50 King George Rd. Brantford

tripsauto.ca
519.752.2277

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm / Sat. 9am-5pm

NEW YEAR BRINGS  
BIG CHANGES

I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday!  
The New Year is promising to bring big 

changes in the HR world.

Last January, employers were scrambling 
to implement the new laws put forth in Bill 
148 Legislation introduced by the Liberal 
Government, and it looks like 2019 is going 
to be a year of even bigger change.  

Bill 47 was passed in late November, 
repealing most of the sore points from Bill 
148 such as the minimum wage increase 
and changes to scheduling and on-call 
payments.  It also introduced new Personal 
Emergency Leave rules and removed the 
two paid days.  

But the Ford Government isn’t done yet, 
they have tabled another Bill that will 
impact employment legislation.  Bill 66, if 
passed, will have the effect of cancelling 
some existing collective agreements 
in the construction industry as well as 
removing some protections for unionized 
construction firms.  

When you add this to the Ford 
Government’s penchant to cancel funding 
and programs for everything from clean 
energy to classroom assistants, it makes 
the future look rather tumultuous.  

The legalization of Cannabis has focused a 
spotlight on workplace accommodations, 
requiring employers to establish sound 

policies on substance abuse, disciplinary 
procedures and accommodations.  
Random drug testing is not yet legal in 
Ontario unless there has been an accident 
or incident and there is reasonable 
grounds to suspect the person involved is 
intoxicated.  

Employers will need to thoroughly review 
all of their policies to ensure that they are 
compliant with the new legislation and 
update them as needed.  

If your business needs help on these or 
other Human Resources issues, please 
reach out to us for a free half-hour 
consultation! 

 Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254

kissingerhrservices.com

THE EFFECTS OF BLUE 
LIGHT

Blue light makes up about one third of the 
visible light spectrum.  Blue light has the 

shortest wavelengths and these wavelengths 
have the most energy.  Our main source of blue 
light is sunlight, however the number of indoor 
man-made sources of blue light is on the rise.  
This includes fluorescent lighting, LED lighting, 
and display screens such as smart phones, 
tablets, computers, and flat screen TVs. 

Despite the fact that the eye is good at blocking 
UV rays from reaching the retina, the eye is not 
very good at blocking blue light.  Virtually all 
visible blue light passes through the cornea and 
lens and reaches the retina.  The effect of this 
exposure is cumulative, and the total number 
of exposure hours is what matters.  A child’s 
crystalline lens is more transparent to short 
wavelengths – such as blue light – than that of 
an adult, making children more sensitive to blue 
light effects than adults.

Studies are indicating exposure to excessive 
blue light may contribute to:

1. Cataracts

2. AMD  ( Age-Related Macular 
Degeneration)

3. Eyestrain

The Canadian Association of Optometrists 
recommends blue light exposure in younger 
people should be monitored and controlled.  
Over time, accumulated damage from blue 
light exposure can increase the likelihood and 
severity of age-related eyes condition such as 
macular degeneration and cataracts. 

Exposure to too much blue light at night through 
screens and indoor lighting may lead to poor 
sleep quality, difficulty falling asleep, and 
daytime fatigue. 

In reaction to the increasing concern about blue 
light exposure from cell phones and tablets, 
some tempered glass manufacturers are making 
glass and films that when applied to devices 
they filter out the harmful blue light. 

If you would like more information or have 
any questions about how you can protect 
and reduce the exposure to blue light on your 
devices come and talk to us at CPR Cell Phone 
Repair about the latest blue light reducing 
products.

 185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford

519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

HUMAN RESOURCES

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

KATHRYN KISSINGER

STEVE & LORRAINE 
GARNHAM

GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!

BScene is proud to offer advice from local experts for issues important to you. The advice provided is that of the participant and is not endorsed, nor does it necessarily reflect the opinion of BScene.

THE IMPORTANCE  
OF PLANNING

Whether you are heading on vacation, 
making a major purchase, or operating 

a business, planning is a key component to 
success.  One of the sayings we hear a lot 
is “If you fail to plan, you plan to fail.”  Like in 
life, in business there are many changes and 
challenges to be dealt with.  Take the seasons 
for example.  If you are a retail outlet you are 
likely busiest this time of year for Christmas.  
Retail businesses use the seasons to plan for 
purchases and project sales.  They need to 
invest in goods to sell and build up enough 
selection of inventory to capitalize on the 
Christmas season as an example.  Planning 
is key.  Here are some of the questions that 
need to be considered:

How much can we expect to sell?

How much inventory do we need?

How can we finance it until we collect our 
money from sales?

Here are some tips to answer those 
questions:

How much did we sell last year and the 
year before, what is the trend in sales?

What other factors might impact sales?

How/when do we need to pay for our 
inventory?

These are all questions that should be 
researched on pondered before pen is put 
to paper to project and then purchase for 
the business. Financing may be required. 
Key aspects of Enterprise Brant’s business 
financing are:

We can plan payments around the 
seasonality of the business.

Loans can be paid off at any time, there 
are no penalties.  If you do better than 
expected and want to pay us out early you 
can. We want you in a mutually beneficial 
banking relationship when you qualify.

If you don’t do as well as expected, we 
can help.

If you are in business and you need financing 
call us 519-752-4636, we can help!

Enterprise Brant

330 West Street , Unit 10
Brantford, ON N3R 7V5

519.752.4636
enterprisebrant.com

Email: communications@
enterprisebrant.com

Office hours: 8:30 to 4:30, M-F

HEALTH & WELLNESS

CINDY SWANSON, CPA CGA

CAR BUYING

ZSOLT RACZ
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COMMUNICATIONS

COMMUNICATION LOGS

It is often useful to keep a log of our 
communications with people, be they 

customers, suppliers, or peers.  Email 
has made this extremely easy and many 
people keep years of email history in 
order to know what was said, to whom, 
and when.  The log is useful as a reminder, 
and in some industries, keeping a detailed 
log is required for regulatory reasons and 
to know what instructions were given by 
customers.

As mentioned, email makes it easy as 
everything is written down.  However, a 
lot of communication is still done outside 
of email.  So what can we do to maintain 
those logs and keep everything together?

Voicemail to email makes it easy to keep 
track of our voicemails and can be easily 
logged with our email records.  Similarly, 
Fax to Email sends all faxes to your email 
as a PDF for easy review, forwarding, and 
logging.

For live calls, there are a couple of options. 
If you just need a log, we have a way to view 
and download a log of all calls in and out 
of our system for each customer.  It even 
tracks which extension made/received 
each call.  If you need the actual recording, 
Cozzmic also provides an option to record 
phone calls which can be downloaded and 
saved on your computer.  We also have 
an option now to automatically upload call 
recordings, voicemails, and received faxes 
to Dropbox, Google Drive, or an FTP site.

There is also a returning trend to text 
messaging which would typically be 
restricted to your cell phone.  Cozzmic 
also offers a service that allows texting to 
your business number instead of your cell 
phone, and for these messages to be sent 
to email, and replied to through email to 
text.  Again, easy to log with your existing 
records.

So if you want or need to know who said 
what and when, there are many options to 
keep a log of all of your communications.

Cozzmic Communications

519.756.0741
www.COZZMIC.com

facebook.com/cozzmicphone

ROB SIMMONS

POST-CHRISTMAS BLAHS

TThe tree has been placed in recycling. 
We’ve shopped all the great New Year’s 

sales to get those tubs that we needed 
to store our décor away nice and neat! 
Christmas cards are down along with the 
holly and the ivy. 

Now that all the Christmas décor is away 
we can see the walls again and we’re not 
sure we like what we see. Whether you 
are looking to buy, sell, invest, or just want 
a fresh new look for 2019, you may want 
to consider painting your home’s interior. 
Here are a few things to consider. You 
might not be selling your home this year 
but planning for it in the near future is never 
too early! Do you have a child graduating 
this year? Giving birth? Some kiddos going 
from elementary to high school? Whatever 
the life changing event, those are often 
the events that spur us to either upsize or 
downsize our home. Looking forward the 
next few years...buying or selling a home 
may not be as far away as you think!

Should you paint?

There are many factors involved in 
marketing and selling your home. You can’t 
control most of them. The curb appeal 
of your home plays a big role in the sales 
process, and it’s one of the things you can 
have direct control over. You’ll never get 
another chance to make a first impression 
of how your home looks from the street. 
If your home exterior needs new paint, 
potential buyers might not even get out of 
their car to come in and look. Putting fresh 
paint on your home, both on the outside 
and the inside, is usually the one thing you 

can do that pays off the fastest. You’ll get 
more buyers looking, and they’ll like what 
they see more, translating into a better 
chance for a quick offer at a higher price.    

Try to stick with light, neutral colours. These 
seem to resonate best with buyers. A fresh 
coat of light beige on interior walls will 
freshen up your home and make it more 
marketable.    

Simply put, new paint is usually the most 
profitable improvement you can make when 
getting your home ready for sale. So, unless 
your paint is already in “like new” condition, 
it would be wise to paint.

The Colour Shoppe Inc.

41 Morton Ave. East
519.753.3406

colourshoppeinc.com

HOME

CHRIS SCHMIDT

HILARY WRATHALL

�  hilarywrathall.com

�  hilary@peakalliance.ca

My name is Hilary Wrathall, and for the past few years I have been practicing Real Estate in Paris.  I work for 
Peak Alliance Realty Inc and my office is located on William Street in Paris; the one with the red door!

I am not just a Realtor®, I am here to help you with any aspect of your home and life.  Moving can be a big 
change for your family, so I want to help with your transition. With this in mind, I have joined the SRES® 
Council (Seniors Real Estate Specialist).  The SRES® Council is a national group of Realtors® that specialize in 
handling real estate for mature clients.  After completing their course, I have earned the SRES® designation, 
making me the only Realtor® in Paris to have this designation.  

Part of the training involves creating a team of specialists that work with me in order to help you and your 
family in this transition. Some of my team members include: declutters, gardeners, repair people, painters and 
cleaning services. 

Most of us love where we live and don’t plan to move, so my goal is to help you stay where you are until you’re 
ready to downsize or move out of your home.  And I stay with you throughout your move to help with that as 
well. 

Sometimes family members have to deal with an estate or their loved one’s home that has never been 
decluttered.  I can help you by arranging a team that will sort, donate items, sell and remove/move all your 
loved one’s prized possessions. From garage sales, to online auctions, or labelling boxes to share with family 
my services are a wonderful tool to give you peace and security whatever your decision may be.  I will help 
you organize from start to finish allowing you to concentrate on other things.

If we haven’t already discussed your specific situation, please give me a call.  I’m here to help you! As my 
slogan says, “Hilary Helps” and I live by my word.

You can give me a call at 519-774-1279 or send me an email at hilary@peakalliance.ca for a private 
consultation. 

Hilary Wrathall
Sales Representative

�   Direct  519.774.1279
�   Office  519.442.3100

�   hilary@peakalliance.ca
�   hilarywrathall.com

/HilaryWrathallSRESRealtor

36 Grand River St. N. Paris

HILARY HELPS IS NOT JUST A SLOGAN
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Purchase a 3 month or 1 year 
fitness pass and choose 

One month
Purchase a 3 month or 1 year 

fitness pass and choose 

One month

FREEFREE
OR

10 FREE Kid Care visits!
OR

10 FREE Kid Care visits!

waynegretzkysportscentre.ca

*Offer valid until February 28, 2019    *One offer per person   *Does not include Family Passes
*Fitness pass includes weight room, fitness classes, pool & gymnasium  *No cash value 

IAN HAMILTON AMY STUART NATHAN RIPLEY

Get tickets now for author 
wine & cheese events at the 
Brantford Public Library.

www.brantford.library.on.ca/author-series/

� brantford.library.on.ca 

� Brantford-Public-Library 

� @btfdlibrary

� btfdlibrary 

Three of Canada’s bestselling authors will appear at 
unique wine and cheese events in Brantford this winter. 

Ian Hamilton, Amy Stuart and Nathan Ripley will appear in 
Brantford as part of the popular Bell City Author Series. 
Tickets are available now for the events. 

The series has been running for two years with past 

authors including New York Times bestselling author 
Joy Fielding and Murdoch Mysteries creator Maureen 
Jennings. It provides a unique opportunity for literary-
lovers to hear first-hand from celebrated authors. Past 
events have attracted attendees from the GTA and even 
the United States.

Ian Hamilton will kick off the winter series on Thursday, 
January 21 at 7 p.m. BBC Culture said Hamilton is “one of 
the ten mystery/crime writers from the last thirty years 
that should be on your bookshelf.” The accolades come 
in response to Hamilton’s popular Ava Lee mystery series. 
The series follows Lee – who is a forensic accountant – as 
she travels around the world to fight crime and corruption. 
The first book in the series, called The Water Rate of 
Wanchai, was called one of the best books of the year by 
The Toronto Star and Amazon.ca. 

The second Bell City Author Series is February 21 and 
features Amy Stuart. This event was originally scheduled 
for late November, but was cancelled due to a snowstorm. 
Stuart’s books Still Mine and Still Water are bestsellers that 
use remote locations as settings for thrilling mysteries. 

The final event for the winter will feature Nathan Ripley 
on March 14. Ripley’s debut thriller Find You in the Dark 
was called a “cracking good crime thriller” by the Globe 
and Mail. The book follows Martin Reese, who follows 
clues to find the final resting place of women murdered 
by serial killers. While the topic is macabre, there are 
many elements, such as details on Reese’s family and 
commentary on broader social issues, that show Ripley as 
an intelligent and thoughtful author. 

These qualities also come through in Ripley’s book Curry: 
Eating, Reading and Race. This book, which was written 
under Ripley’s birth name Naben Ruthnum, explores how 
curry has become synonymous with brown identity. 

Along with being an author, Ripley is a books columnist for 
the National Post and has written cultural criticism for both 
The Globe and Mail and the Walrus. 

Each Bell City Author Series event costs $10. Tickets can 
be bought at either Library branch or through the Library 
website.

WINTER AUTHOR SERIES ANNOUNCED
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Brant and Brantford Mayors Bailey and Davis share a look ahead for 2019 & beyond

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

� @YWiele

� roundtablepr.com

Brant County Mayor David Bailey says he is 
“very, very confident” the contentious past 

between the County and the City is over. The 
pair has already met and Bailey says, he also 
looks forward to re-opening tri-council meetings 
with Six Nations Chief Ava Hill. With Six Nations 
Council facing its own election in 2019, he’s 
hopeful Hill will run again. 

But Bailey’s first priority is to tackle traffic and 
infrastructure in Paris. “We have all kinds of 
buildings and houses on the way that are almost 
complete and we’re going to have people in them 

very soon, those people are going to have cars 
and there really are some very tight areas in Paris 
as far as traffic goes,” he said.

Bailey says development plans in St. George also 
need to be addressed, “because we don’t want 
the same mistakes that happened in Paris, to 
happen in St. George.”

As a municipality chosen by the province as one 
of “the places to grow,” development in the north 
end of Paris, toward Woodstock and at the top of 
Mile Hill, are all seeing new housing construction. 
The recently sold Paris golf course is also slated 
for development. 

Bailey says he feels Brant has grown too quickly 
and will reach the population target of 50,000 
from its current 36,000, about 12 years ahead of 
time.

Bailey who is personally in favour of welcoming 
legal, brick and mortar cannabis outlets to Brant, 
says it will ultimately be up to council and the 
community whether they welcome them to the 
county. 

Brantford Mayor Kevin Davis says the 
“overarching” priority for the City is preparing it 
for the growth that will come over the next 5 to 
six years, after annexing the County boundary 
lands last year. “I see that as being the key to 
our future prosperity, bringing those lands on as 
soon as possible,” he said.

He says the most important part of the project 
apart from improving roads in the area, will be 
the Empey Street pumping station, currently 
being reworked to handle sewage coming from 
south of Powerline Road. Next will be a major 
upgrade to handle the development north of 
Powerline Road. Davis says although that’s the 
major component of bringing those lands on 
stream, the official plan has to be reviewed, a 
transportation study is needed and a master 
infrastructure plan, almost all at the same time. 
That’s why he’ll be pushing for a task force to 
oversee it all. 

On the subject of cannabis outlets for the City, 
Davis is more cautious than Bailey. “It only works 
if you have a legal market where those who want 
it can legally access it and the online service I 
don’t think does it,” he said.

He questions how much control there would 
be over location and the number of outlets and 
says he and a number of council members are 
concerned. “We could end up with 10 retail 
cannabis outlets in the downtown and I don’t 
think that would be a good thing,” he said. 
Davis also sites numerous changes “almost 
every week” in the way the province is rolling 
the program out and he’s hoping they will 
take a second look at regulations, as some 
communities opt out.

Davis says another priority is to take pressure off 
city staff, by pushing for a priority setting session 
following the budget process.  

He has also reached out to Six Nations Chief Ava 
Hill, in hopes of setting up a meeting in January. 
“I want to talk to her about what we can do 
together, to improve the relationship between Six 
Nations and the City of Brantford and I’m hoping 
we can focus on projects that will benefit both 
communities.” he said.

He points to the Mohawk Lake remedial project 
as an example of common ground. The land that 
surrounds the canal and the lake is part of the 
reserve, even though it’s the City. 

As for the prior relationship with David Bailey, 
Davis says it means they know and can trust one 
another. “But it’s not just personality, because I 
think with the annexation done and behind us, we 
can now move forward and as with Six Nations, 
we can look at what we can do together to 
improve services for residents,” he said.

NEW BEGINNINGS
The paths travelled by David Bailey and Kevin Davis have crossed before. The pair has worked 
together on various boards and committees. It’s a congenial relationship that bodes well for the 
future of both municipalities, which were often at odds over the years.

Brant County Mayor David Bailey (left) and Brantford Mayor Kevin 
Davis (right). (All photos submitted.)
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YOUR GUIDE TO 
89 EVENTS IN 
BRANTFORD, BRANT
AND SIX NATIONS.

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

ONGOING EVENTS

JAN. 1 - 26 • Winter Wonder 2018 Robertson Fine Arts Studio & Gallery The Arts

JAN. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 • FREE Mindfulness Meditation Modo Yoga Brantford 06:00 PM Sports

JAN. 4 - JUN 28 (excl APR 19) • Dungeons & Dragons Drop-In  
(for high school students only)

County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 03:30 PM Entertainment

TUESDAYS JAN. 8 - JUNE 25 • Tuesday Night Knitters County of Brant Public Library (Scotland-Oakland) 06:30 PM Community

WEDNESDAYS JAN. 2 - DEC 18 • Casual Knit & Chat County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:30 PM Community

JAN. 4 - MAR 29 • Line Dancing Lessons Bellview Community Hall 06:30 PM Education

JAN. 7 - APR 22 • Off The Wall Aquafit Brantwood Community Services (entrance #1) 01:00 PM Sports

JAN. 8 - APR 23 • Range Of Motion Aquafit Brantwood Community Services (entrance #1) 10:00 AM Sports

JAN. 8 - MAR 26 • Music Therapy Brantwood Community Services (entrance #1) 06:00 PM Entertainment

JAN. 9 - APR 24 • On The Wall Aquafit Brantwood Community Services (entrance #1) 01:00 PM Sports

JAN. 10 - APR 25 • Low Impact Aquafit Brantwood Community Services (entrance #1) 10:00 AM Sports

TUESDAY, JANUARY 1 2019

New Year’s Day: Dunsdon Legion Levy w Two For The Road Dunsdon Legion Branch #461 01:00 PM Entertainment

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2 2019

Camp Community Christmas Connections (& Jan. 3 & 4) Five oaks Retreat Centre Entertainment

Free Holiday Skates Brant Sports Complex 9:30 AM Sports

Free Holiday Skates South Dumfries Community Centre 9:30 AM Sports

Free Holiday Skates Brant Sports Complex 01:00 PM Sports

Tinker Time: Cardboard Automata Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 02:30 PM Community

Free Holiday Skates Burford Community Centre 03:00 PM Sports

Free Holiday Skates South Dumfries Community Centre 03:00 PM Sports

THURSDAY, JANUARY 3 2019

Free Holiday Skates South Dumfries Community Centre 9:30 AM Sports

Free Holiday Skates Brant Sports Complex 10:00 AM Sports

Free Holiday Skates Burford Community Centre 02:00 PM Sports

FRIDAY, JANUARY 4 2019

Community Skate Exchange Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 04:00 PM Community

Spidey Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 06:30 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, JANUARY 5 2019

Blood Donor Clinic Branlyn Community Centre 9:55 AM Community

Winter Wonderland Princess Ball 2019 Brantford Polish Hall 11:00 AM Entertainment

Mayor’s Levee Brantford Armouries 11:30 AM Community

Acoustic Cafe: $30 Weekend Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Winter Wonderland Princess Ball 2019 Brantford Polish Hall 02:30 PM Entertainment

Karaoke with Dede Branch 90 Legion 07:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6 2019

Blues for Soldiers Sundays: Miles Evans Brant Artillery Gunners Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, JANUARY 7 2019

Trivia Mondays at Gametime Gametime Eatery and Entertainment 07:30 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, JANUARY 8 2019

How to Write a Business Plan Workshop Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre 9:00 AM Education

Blood Donor Clinic Brantford and District Civic Centre 02:10 PM Community

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9 2019

Seniors @ BPL: Alzheimer’s Awareness Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 02:30 PM Education

FRIDAY, JANUARY 11 2019

Community Skate Exchange Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 04:00 PM Community

Jeff Harding The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12 2019

Chad Chilvers (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke with Dede Branch 90 Legion 07:00 PM Entertainment

Bounty Enterprises presents ABBAMania Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:30 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13 2019

Blues for Soldiers Sundays: John McKinley Brant Artillery Gunner’s Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, JANUARY 14 2019

Mandela Stones (& Jan. 15 & 16) Brantwood Community Services Craft Rm (entrance #1) 06:00 PM Education

Trivia Mondays at Gametime Gametime Eatery and Entertainment 07:30 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, JANUARY 15 2019

Tax Seminar with Canada Revenue Agency Brantford | Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre 10:00 AM Education

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16 2019

Getting Back on Track Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 02:00 PM Education

Library Book Club County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 07:00 PM Education

Upright Citizens Brigade TourCo Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17 2019

New Lecture/Study Series (genealogy) Brant OGS Resource Centre 01:30 PM Education

Murray McLauchlan “Getting Out Of Here Alive” Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, JANUARY 18 2019

Community Skate Exchange Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 04:00 PM Community

3rd Annual Brant Improv Festival Branch 90 Legion 08:00 PM Entertainment
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Voice Over Services  
Copy Writing
Publicity
Media Relations

●
●
●
●

Helping YOU Communicate Effectively

519.756.7636
roundtablepr.com

yvonne@roundtablepr.com

Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network

of Engaged Community Members

Jason Freeze
jason@bscene.ca     226.802.2299

from the BScene Team

HOME INSPECTIONS ¥ MAINTENANCE INSPECTIONS 
INFRARED ¥ PRE-LISTING INSPECTIONS ¥ WETT CERTIFIED 

519.754.6789    CherryHomeInspections.ca

4000 houses in  15 years and counting!

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19 2019

North Brantford Lions & Canadian Pioneers Wheelchair Basketball 
Tournament

Branlyn Community Centre 8:30 AM Community

Stuart Oakley (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

The First True Blues Matinee w Dwayne LaForme Boogie Blues Jeffrey’s Lounge 02:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke with Dede Branch 90 Legion 07:00 PM Entertainment

3rd Annual Improv Festival Branch 90 Legion 08:00 PM Entertainment

Murray Williams Dance Royal Canadian Legion Branch 463 08:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JANUARY 20 2019

Blues for Soldiers Sundays: Ian Andrews Brant Artillery Gunner’s Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, JANUARY 21 2019

PA Day: Calling All Engineers Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 10:00 AM Community

Youth Opportunities Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 06:30 PM Community

Trivia Mondays at Gametime Gametime Eatery and Entertainment 07:30 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, JANUARY 22 2019

Marketing and Sales Workshop
Brantford| Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre 
(BRC)

9:00 AM Education

Boys, Girls and Other Mythological Creatures Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 01:00 PM The Arts

Introduction to Digital Archiving Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 02:00 PM Education

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23 2019

Boys, Girls and Other Mythological Creatures Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 10:30 AM The Arts

Creativity Club at the Library County of Brant Public Library (Burford) 06:30 PM Community

I Mother Earth & Finger Eleven Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, JANUARY 24 2019

Puzzle Exchange Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch) 01:00 PM Community

Bell City Author Series: Ian Hamilton Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 07:00 PM Education

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25 2019

Community Skate Exchange Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 04:00 PM Community

Paris Ceilidh Fundraiser Syl Apps Community Centre 07:00 PM Community

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26 2019

A True Blues Matinee w Dwayne LaForme Boogie Blues Jeffrey’s Lounge 02:00 PM Entertainment

The Donaldson Ranch Hands (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Music Trivia St. Basil’s R.C. Church 06:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke with Dede Branch 90 Legion 07:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 2019

Blues for Soldiers Sundays: Dylan Wickens Brant Artillery Gunner’s Club 02:00 PM Entertainment

Family Literacy Day…Let’s Read w author Hazel Hutchins Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 03:00 PM Education

The Brantford Comm. Symphony Orchestra Brantford Convention Centre 03:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, JANUARY 28 2019

Trivia Mondays at Gametime Gametime Eatery and Entertainment 07:30 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, JANUARY 29 2019

Contact North Drop-In Support County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 10:00 AM Education

Introduction to Microsoft Word Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 11:00 AM Education

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30 2019

Lecture Series with Barry Hill ‘Between the Windows’ Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks 07:00 PM Education

THURSDAY, JANUARY 31 2019

Financial Planning for Life - Investment Planning Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch) 02:00 PM Education

Smile Theatre: Back to B4 a Bingo Bonanza Tranquility Place Retirement Community 02:00 PM The Arts

FEBRUARY 2019

SATURDAY, FEBRUARARY 2 2019

Blood Donor Clinic Branlyn Community Centre 8:50 AM Community

Classic Albums Live performs Queen - Night At The Opera Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4 2019

Trivia Mondays at Gametime Gametime Eatery and Entertainment 07:30 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 2019

Blood Donor Clinic Brantford and District Civic Centre 02:20 PM Community

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7 2019

Blood Donor Clinic Woodman Park Community Centre 04:40 PM Community

SOLUTION
to our Sudoku puzzle

(Page 12)



14 BSCENE.ca Entertainment & Community Guide

CHRISTINE MACARTHUR

� brantlibrary.ca 

� brantlibrary 

� @brantlibrary

� brantcountypubliclibrary 

In today’s increasingly technological world, finding 
time for families to create close connections—both 

physical and emotional—is practically a lost art. 
That’s why award-winning author Hazel Hutchins is 
so gratified to know her book Mattland, co-written 
with her friend Gail Herbert, is being shared with our 
community as the Family Literacy Committee’s 2019 
Let’s Read selection. A celebration of the power of 
play, Mattland shows that, “every child needs time 
and space to learn, little by little, the value, power and 
pure magic of their own wonderful thinking process,” 
according to author Hazel Hutchins. 

Let’s Read 
encourages 
family reading 
by choosing one 
Canadian book 
each year and 
distributing copies 
to families at 

various public events. This year the FLC’s selection 
honours Hutchins’ picture book about a boy who 
uses his imagination to choose creativity over 
anger. Hutchins thinks that her book makes a great 
fit for Let’s Read, which is all about supporting 
family literacy skills. After all, she understands 
the importance of reading together as a family: 
“Whenever I visit my grandchildren I am reminded, 
yet again, of how rewarding and valuable it is to share 

books in a family 
setting. There is, 
of course, the pure 
enjoyment and 
physical closeness 
of reading a book 
together. But 
there is much 
more to it. I hear 
my grandchildren 
using words in new 
and interesting 
ways because of 
the books around 
them. I find them 

looking with interest at whatever book I am reading 
and I can always find something to talk about with 
them when one of their own books is close at hand.” 
Reading Mattland together is a sure-fire way to build 
important literacy skills while enjoying quality family 
time. 

Let’s Read kicks off with free family events featuring 
Hazel Hutchins herself on Sunday, January 27, 2019. 
Each family who attends will receive a free copy of 
the book while supplies last. For details on how to 
take part in all the Let’s Read activities, please visit 
the Family Literacy website at www.familyliteracy.ca.

AUTHOR PROUD TO BE 2019 LET’S READ HONOUREE

TAREN DE ST. CROIX

� downtownbrantford.ca 

� downtownbrantford 

� @downtownbrantfd 

Finding a cozy restaurant with delicious 
food isn’t hard if you head into Downtown 

Brantford! It has some of the best locally owned 
and operated restaurants in the city. If you’ve 
been thinking about trying a trendy Poke Bowl 
or treating yourself to a traditional surf and turf, 
there is something for everyone!

You can travel the world in Downtown Brantford 
with Vietnamese, Thai, Mexican, Indian, 
French, Jamaican, Japanese, Chinese, British, 
Caribbean, and many traditional Canadian 
classics. All of these and many more are 
perfectly located in central Brantford! 

Who better to get the inside scoop on the 
foodie scene downtown than Executive Director 
Annette Wawzonek of the Downtown Brantford 
BIA. We asked if she has tried every restaurant 
downtown yet? She told us, “No, unfortunately 
I have not but I’m working on it.  On my list of 
“have to try” is Cafe Andreou and Reel and Raw 
Poke. You can bet that at least three times a 
week I am visiting a downtown eatery for lunch.”

When we asked Annette what the best part 
of the international food scene in downtown 
Brantford is she explained, “The best part is the 
variety. Now open at 117 Market Street is Mian’s 
Curry - Indian/Pakistani Cuisine. Whenever I 
see someone looking for a great place to eat in 
Brantford, whether they are new to the city or 
have been here for years, is to make Downtown 
Brantford your first choice. Because there are so 
many choices within a few blocks and there are 
new eateries opening all the time.”

Make Downtown Brantford your destination 
and visit everything it has to offer. Connect with 
them online at www.downtownbrantford.ca and 
find a full directory of downtown businesses. 
Join them on Facebook to see what’s happening 
downtown daily. 

TRAVEL THE WORLD IN DOWNTOWN’S RESTAURANTS!
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DR. SIMONE BURKE, N.D.

� ndoc.ca

� @HolisticHealingArtsCentre

Acne is seen as a cosmetic condition.  However, the areas of the body that have acne may be 
painful, may cause scarring and for some, become a source of frustration and social anxiety. 

Acne usually first appears at adolescence, when hormones are changing.  There is an increase in 
hormones called androgens which cause sebaceous (oil) glands in the skin to increase in size and in oil 
production.  

If these glands become blocked, whiteheads and blackheads can develop. These may become 
infected by bacteria that cause inflammation and lead to the formation of cysts and pimples. 

In general, most cases of acne clear up after adolescence, but this is not always the case.  In many 
cases acne continues into adulthood or may even start in adulthood.

From a naturopathic viewpoint, acne is an external manifestation of an internal imbalance. These are 
some key areas that Naturopathic Medicine addresses.  

DIET: Nutrition is key to treating acne.  Eating a diet rich in good healthy omega 3’s is important for 
hormones as well as for the skin.  Eating a diet with the right balance of protein, carbohydrates and 
fats along with enough of your vitamins and minerals is important for healthy skin.

WATER: Hydration is essential for healthy and firm skin.  Toxins need to be removed and nutrients need 
to be delivered and water is an essential component for this.

GUT: Health Food sensitivities (not the same as allergies) to certain foods cause inflammation and lead 
to abnormal gut flora.  There is a strong connection between gut health and skin health.  

ELIMINATION: A daily bowel movement is important for getting rid of toxins.  Excess hormones are 
eliminated via the bowels so keeping the bowels moving is necessary for great skin.

SKIN CARE: Many skin care products are harsh and drying for the skin.  Even with oily skin, you need a 
gentle, nourishing cleanser and moisturizer.

HORMONES: Women may notice more acne prior to or during menstruation.  There is a connection 

between hormones and acne flare-ups.  Hormone balance is key to great skin.

These are just some of the main areas that impact skin health.  We also offer Elapro Spa 

treatments which reduce inflammation, reduce pimples and reduce scarring.

Call and book an appointment so we can address your skin concerns. 

Holistic Healing Arts Centre,
274 King George Road, Brantford 
519-751-3488
www.ndoc.ca   

N AT U R O PAT H I C  T R E AT M E N T  F O R  A C N ENATUROPATHIC NEIGHBOUR
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LIVING NATIVITY 
December 7 - 9, 2018 • Harmony Square, Brantford, ON • D Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK AT DECEMBER THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS
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JAIME JAGT

� The-Shop-At-Sweetwater

The champagne cork has popped, the confetti has been 
swept and the resolutions are underway. It’s officially the 

New Year; time to turn a new leaf! Typically we focus on our 
health this time of year (easily top of mind after a month of 
holiday sweets, heavy foods and indulgences) but when we 
return from the gym our home environment can play a major 
role in our personal wellbeing as well. This is where The 
Shop at Sweetwater comes in. Nestled between the rolling 
fields and plentiful sugar bushes of Norfolk County, we are 
your new home, lifestyle and fashion destination. Featuring 
over 30 artists from within one hundred kilometers of our 
doorstep, we proudly offer a gallery style retail environment 
where you will find handmade knitwear and clothing, home 
accessories and other beautiful pieces from local artists 
like:

PECAN WOOD SHOP

Working out of Burford, Ont. Matt creates a wood 
product with that smooth, professional finish that can 
only come from a family of woodworkers dating back 
generations. Sourcing over 85% of the wood locally, 
Matt has an eye for designing functional kitchen and 
housewares that you’ll want to leave out for everyone 
to see. 

SMALL ART SHOP

If you’re looking for something funky and functional, 
Taylor is your girl! Starting with her beehive shelving 
and concrete votive holders to match, her workspace in 
Brantford, Ont is always buzzing. Walking the line between 
beloved rustic and freshly modern home decor is where 
you’ll find Taylor and her art.

At The Shop at Sweetwater we have zero booths, zero 
“vendor spaces” and are set up to make you feel like you 

are shopping in a store with flow, purpose, and unity. We’re 
making it easy to support local by bringing the beauty of 

small batch to you.! 

The Shop at Sweetwater

3255 Cockshutt Road
Scotland, Ontario
Tuesday - Sunday  10am - 6pm
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for our Feature 

Artists at the Shop segments!

IT’S JANUARY: THE MONTH FOR FRESH 
STARTS IN HOUSE AND HOME!

� habitatbn.org

� HabitatforHumanityBN

� brantrestore

� @HabitatBN

Founded on decent, affordable housing as a basic 
human right, Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk 

invites you to celebrate our 20th Anniversary in 2019! 

Please join our enthusiastic team of volunteers, 
community partners and professional staff, as we 
work together alongside our Habitat partner families 
to create stability and a strong foundation for 
affordable homeownership. Every Habitat, home build 
generates $175,000 of social benefits, making Habitat 
a smart community investment.  To date, Habitat 
Brant-Norfolk’s contribution is over $4 million!  

 We also operate Restores in Brantford (80 Morton 
Ave East) and Simcoe (29 Park Road), offering quality 
new and gently-used household items and renovation 
materials. Donating goods and shopping at a ReStore 
is a socially conscious decision, diverting goods from 
landfills and generating funds to build more homes.
 
Nothing compares to being part of the solution to a 
housing crisis in your very own neighbourhood.  You 
can help create opportunities and a place for families 
to thrive by working together with us.  Together, we 
can help people from all walks of life to build strength, 
stability and independence through Habitat’s unique 
homeownership model.  
 
Everyone deserves a safe, decent place to live, and 
everyone can do something today to help make that 
possible.  Through volunteerism, financial support 
and advocacy, you can make a difference today.  Find 
out more at habitatbn.org or call us at 519.759.8600. 
Happy new year!

EVERYONE DESERVES A SAFE, DECENT PLACE TO LIVE

Photo: habitat.ca
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DAVE LEVAC

Growing up on a Dairy farm was a life giving experience that 
stayed with her all her life says Cheryl Moore, then Cheryl 
Fawcett. Chores were a given. Life and death happened on the 

farm as a usual part of day to day living. Hard work and passion came 
with the territory. Her father was remembered as a passionate, caring 
hard working man. That, she says, gave her the desire to work hard, 
care about what you did. Any job must be taken on with determination, 
hard work and see it through until the end.   

Fast forward to High School at BCI, where she applied that life lesson 
from the farm to her many activities during the formative years. As a 
friend, I could tell then that she had a heart of gold and cared about 
people and their issues. She wasn’t quite sure where she would land in 
the world of work but it’s fair to say, wherever she landed, the job would 
be done with passion and hard work. Various options investigated lead 
her to Nursing. Studying at the BGH through Mohawk College, Cheryl 
found her first passion. Taking part-time gigs in Toronto, she found her 
stride and became even more competent in the field. Meeting the love 
of her life, Paul Moore, they started their life together and while both 
were still in transition in the world of work, their family grew. Locating 
back in Brantford, Cheryl tried her hand at a few more areas of nursing 
that just didn’t fit with her deep desire to impact people’s lives the way 
she felt she could. Not that the people she worked with didn’t get the 
best nor feel her passion. She wanted more out of the job. 

Enter her next job at the Cancer Centre of the BGH. This new and 
challenging service required a person right up Cheryl’s wheelhouse. 
She had the freedom to make the program her own. Design what the 
“Patient Centred” program should look like and be about... the patient. 
She helped people recover, she helped family members cope and 
understand, she provided passionate care and a healing touch and she 
softly and gently navigated death.  She became an Angel of Mercy.

While Cheryl was continuing her personal journey of discovery relating 
to her work experiences, she credits many mentors for providing 
challenges, knowledge and wisdom that tapped her talents and 
brought out the best in her. She continues to this day to speak in terms 
of “Team,” “We,” ”Us,” “Together.” She believes we are at our best when 
we work together and pull in the same direction. Many hands make 
light work. Cheryl also believes that the staff and volunteers of any 
organization must see their boss rolling up her sleeves and getting 
down in the muck. “Never ask a person to do something that you 
yourself wouldn’t do AND be seen doing it.” That’s leadership. 

Moving to the next logical phase of full and satisfying jobs in a career 
that lasted over 35 years, was the opportunity to build a program from 
the bottom up, Hospice. It started from the sad, difficult and somewhat 
unwanted closure of St Joseph’s Hospital. What to do with the services 
and reputation of the Sisters of St Joseph. A community consultation 
took place and the answer came by way of a community driven desire 
to have “End of Life” programs starting with Long Term Care and 
landing on the final journey of life…..death. Hospice was born. They 
needed a champion with knowledge, experience, passion and someone 
who knew what hard work was all about. That was a perfect description 

of the farm girl and Angel of Mercy. She was the right person, at the 
right time, in the right place, for the right reason. The perfect match 
made in Heaven. Building a complete program from scratch isn’t an 
easy task to begin with but Cheryl and the assembled team had to 
crawl before walking. 

Upon review, it seemed like the “Team” was running full tilt. That said, 
it must be understood that the Government of the day and previous 
governments didn’t even consider Hospice as a part of the Healthcare 
system. The hard working, never take “no” for an answer Angel was a 
Mamma Bear when it came to her team and Hospice. She remained 
focused and her attention was on the real reason for her passion, the 
dying person. Anyone who knows Cheryl, knows better than to get 
between her and her charges. I know this from personal experience. 
You see Cheryl became involved with my mother-in-Law while at the 
Cancer Clinic at the BGH. Just as she was making the transition to 
Hospice, Mom was dying. Along with great help from the CCAC, she 
visited often. We had decided Mom would die at our home as Mom had 
been living with us over the past several years. Cheryl was there from 
beginning to end. 

The people who work in this field are ANGELS. The staff and volunteers 
deserve our praise and support. End of Life needs people like Cheryl 
to “up the game.” She has become a provincially, nationally and 
internationally sought-after expert on the delivery of all things Hospice. 
Bereavement programs, children counselling, day programs, outreach 
programs and more all fall within the learned experience stemming from 
Cheryl’s deep desire to work hard with passion.

The Stedman Centre and Hankinson House Hospice and the many 
people who have had the blessing of these services can thank their 
lucky stars this Angel from the Farm touched their lives. Cheryl tells me 
there is still lots to do. Of course there is, there always is. However, it’s 
time to let the other Angels carry the load. She’s ready to explore and 
find new challenges with a family who shared this Angel with all of us. 
We are very grateful the Angel from the Farm touched our lives. Enjoy 
your retirement. Angels don’t need a “God Bless you” because you 
already are.

THE ANGEL FROM THE FARM RETIRES.
HOSPICE IS A GOOD THING.
BRANTASTIC        People

Cheryl Moore

Photo: Dave Levac
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JACK JACKOWETZ

� @jjackowetz

� @jjackowetz

My final column about Brantford in 
the 1980s. Two new subdivisions 

featuring executive style homes were 
laid out, the North Park Sports Complex 
was renamed the Wayne Gretzky 
Sports Centre, the Olympic Torch Relay 
passed through the City on Christmas 
day in 1987, Prime Minister Joe Clark 
confirms Canada’s role in the freeing 
of six Americans from Iran while on an 
election stop at CKPC, and Lynden Park 
Malls undergoes a major expansion.

HOUSING

All types of housing were in 
demand in the 1980s, but there 
was a shortage in some categories. 
The Ava Golf course was turned 
into a subdivision of executive 
style homes. The old St. John’s 
College campus on Dufferin 
Avenue was converted into row 
type condominium housing. Plans 
to renovate the Penman’s factory 
on Grand River Avenue to, first a 

hotel, and then apartment style 
condominiums were not successful. 
The building later burned down. 
Plans to develop the Massey 
complex on Greenwich Street into 
a mixed development including 
housing, commercial and light 
industries also did not materialise.

Low rental and geared-to-income 
housing continued to be in short 
supply. To address this need, 

the City created a not-for-profit 
corporation to develop and operate 
housing projects. The situation 
grew so dire that some people were 
forced to live in parks and motels. 
Some families had to put their 
children into foster homes because 
they were unable to find suitable 
accommodations. Bylaws were also 
created to regulate the size and 
location of group homes to ensure 
they were not concentrated into a 
few neighbourhoods.

Sporting Matters
The Brantford Bisons Junior football 
team disbanded in 1982. Declining 
fan support and player interest led 
to the team’s demise. The Bison 
Alumni however still remain a force 
in the City, supporting minor sports 
of all kinds and at all age levels. 
In 1984, the Brantford Alexanders 
Major Junior A hockey team left 
the City for Hamilton. Fan interest 
waned even though the on-ice 
product was competitive. The team 
had reported losses of $100,000 
per season for several years. During 
the 1984 and 1985 hockey season, 
the Flamboro Mott’s Clamatos 
Senior A team played part of their 
season at the Civic Centre. In 1986, 

the team moved its entire operation 
to Brantford. Known as the 
Brantford Mott’s Clamatos, the team 
won the Allan Cup that season, 
Brantford’s second Allan Cup in ten 
years.

Gary Summerhayes retired from 
boxing in 1980 after losing the 
Canadian light-heavyweight title he 
had held for seven years. In 1982, 
Gary’s brother John, regained the 
Canadian light-heavyweight title in 
a 12 round split decision. John lost 
his defence of the title the following 
year at a bout at the Civic Centre.

Kevin Sullivan first gained 
international attention for his 
middle-distance running. In 1988, 
at age 14, Sullivan ran the 800 
metres faster than any 14-year-
old had even run that distance in 
competition. He continued to break 
records in 800 metre and 1,500 
metre races.

The City renamed the North Park 
Sports Complex to the Wayne 
Gretzky Sports Centre in July-
1982 in recognition of Gretzky’s 
accomplishments in the NHL. The 
City’s first choice was to rename 
the Civic Centre after Gretzky, 
but the Brantford and District 

Capitol Theatre - Designed by famous theatre architect Thomas Lamb of New York. The theatre opened on 22-December-1919 as the Temple Theatre 
in recognition of the adjoining Temple Building. Purchased by Famous Players in 1929, it was one of the first theatres in Ontario wired for sound. It was 
renamed the Capitol Theatre in 1931. The last film was screened on Friday 22-August-1986. The theatre was renamed the Sanderson Centre for the 
Performing Arts on 11-December-1989. The theatre seats 1,133. (photo courtesy of the Brant Historical Society)

The Circus - Popular for a time in the 1980s, this restaurant was located at 175 Dalhousie Street. The 
building was demolished in 1994. Phoenix Place Apartments now occupies this site. (photo courtesy of the Brant 
Historical Society)

Brantford
in the

198O's
Part 7
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Labour Council objected 
as they had been largely 
responsible for the building 
of the Civic Centre. In 
1984, a Toronto art gallery 
proposed to place a 14-
foot statue of Gretzky at 
the complex but the family 
objected to the gallery’s 
fund raising methods and 
blocked the project.

In 1981, Gretzky established 
an annual invitational tennis 
tournament in the city. 
The event evolved after a 
few years to a slow-pitch 
baseball tournament. The 
tournaments featured 
sports and entertainment 
celebrities.  All profits from 
the tournaments went to the 
Canadian National Institute 
for the Blind.

The Brantford and Area 
Sports Hall of Recognition 
opened in 1985 to 
recognise nationally and 

internationally 

successful athletes 
from the area. The Hall 
opened honouring the 
achievements of 41 
athletes.

On Christmas Day in 1987, 
the Petro-Canada Olympic 
Torch Relay passed 
through Brantford on its 
way to Calgary for the 
1988 Winter Olympics.

Ben Johnson, the 
disgraced sprinter of the 
1988 Summer Olympics 
was appointed parade 
marshal of the City’s 
1989 Canada Day parade. 
Johnson was warmly 
received by the crowd. 
Johnson’s invitation to 
attend the 1989 Wayne 
Gretzky slow-pitch 
tournament was withdrawn 
because sponsors 
threatened to pull out of 
the event if he participated.

CKPC and the 
Canadian Caper
After the U.S.-backed Shah of Iran’s 
regime fell during the Islamic Iranian 
Revolution, Islamist students and 
militants seized the U.S. embassy 
and all embassy personnel in 
Tehran on 4-November-1979. Six 
Americans managed to escape and 
after six days were given sanctuary 
at the residences of Canadian 
Ambassador Ken Taylor and his wife 
Patricia and Immigration Officer 
John Sheardown and his wife 
Zena. A plan was hatched by Taylor 
with the support of Prime Minister 
Joe Clark and Secretary of State 

for External Affairs Flora 
MacDonald to 

smuggle the Americans out of 
Iran with the assistance of the 
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency. 
An Order in Council was made to 
issue the Americans Canadian 
passports with fake identities. 
As time passed Taylor feared the 
Americans’ concealment may have 
been discovered by the Iranians 
so plans were accelerated to 
get the Americans out of Iran. 
By this time Taylor had reduced 
embassy personnel to a skeleton 
crew. The Americans left Iran with 
Canadian passports on Sunday 
27-January-1980. The story was 
broken by La Presse reporter Jean 
Pelliter on Monday 28-January in 
Montreal. The Canadian embassy 
was quietly closed on Monday 
and Taylor and the remaining staff 
returned to Canada.

During an election tour through 
southern Ontario on Tuesday 
29-January-1980 Joe Clark was in 
Brantford, appearing on the CKPC 
programme “Off the Cuff,” hosted 
by John Best. It was at CKPC, 
in front of television cameras, 
with the CKPC logo featured 

prominently behind Clark, that Clark 
revealed Canada’s role in helping 
the American hostages escape 
Iran. 52 Americans remained in 
captivity until 20-January-1981, 
after 444 days, when they were 
released, the day Ronald Reagan 
assumed the presidency from 
Jimmy Carter. Joe Clark went on to 
lose the 1980 federal election on 
18-February-1980, that saw Pierre 
Trudeau returned to office.

Commercial 
Developments
C. Mady Leaseholds of Windsor 
began development of a plaza on 
King George and Kent Roads in 
August-1984. The 60,000 square 
foot plaza sported a 40,000 square 
foot A & P supermarket. The A & P 
opened in May-1985. A & P closed 
their two 1950s era supermarkets in 
Brantford in 1976. One was located 
at Dalhousie and Stanley Streets, 
now a McDonalds, and the other at 
King George Road and Queensway 
Drive. The A & P is now a Food 
Basics, a banner owned by Metro. 
Metro acquired A & P in 2005 and 
rebranded the stores to Metro on 
2009. Food Basics has operated 
since 1999. A & P opened its first 
stores in Canada in 1927.

On 4-August-1986 a major 
expansion to Lynden Park Mall 
opened. The expansion increased 
the number of stores at the mall 
from 55 to 100. The expansion 
opened almost 12 years to the 
day the mall first opened on 
1-August-1974. The expansion 
created a circular traffic pattern to 
the mall and added a food court. 
At the time of expansion Kmart, 
Sears, and Miracle Food Mart were 
the major anchor tenants of the 
mall. The addition included Marks 
& Spencer, A & W, Manchu Wok, 
MMMarvellous MMMuffins, Atlantic 
Video and Sound, Living Lighting, 
Micro Cook Centre, St. Clair Paint 
and Wallpaper, J.H. Young and 
Sons, Bijou, Boutique Marie Claire, 
L.A. Express, Foot Locker, Tip 
Top Tailors, Mister Minit, Aggies, 
Ashton Shoes, The Coffee Bean, 
The It Store, Sunrise Records and 
Tapes, Le Chateau, Pantorama, and 
Thrifty ’s, among many others. There 
are a lot of memories shopping 
at these various stores, most no 
longer around. The mall had plans 
to expand their retail space and 
add office space when the demand 
arose. These additions were never 
built.

Next month I begin a review 
of Brantford in the 1990s.

Keith Gretzky played for the Brantford Alexanders in 1982-1983 
season. Gretzky was drafted in the third round, 56th overall, in 
the 1985 NHL entry draft by the Buffalo Sabres. Gretzky never 
played a regular season game in the NHL. He is currently the 
Assistant General Manager of the Edmonton Oilers. (photo courtesy 

of the Brant Historical Society)

Brantford Alexanders pennant - The Brantford Alexanders played at the 
Brantford & District Civic Centre in the Ontario Hockey League from 1978 to 
1984. The team was named after Alexander Graham Bell. It missed the playoffs 
only once while in Brantford, during its first season.  (photo courtesy of the Brant 
Historical Society)

Len Hachborn played for the Brantford Alexanders in the 1980-
1981 and 1981-1982 seasons. Hachborn was drafted in the 
ninth round, 184th overall, in the 1981 NHL entry draft by the 
Philadelphia Flyers. He played 102 games in the NHL; for the 
Flyers between 1983 and 1985 and for the Los Angeles Kings in 
the 1985-1986 season. (photo courtesy of the Brant Historical Society)
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The New Year is a time for resolutions, a chance to set goals for yourself and make 
an effort to improve.  At Brant United Way, we’re excited to share two significant 

changes to ring in 2019 on a high note.

COMMUNITY IMPACT COMMITTEE:

Brant United Way currently provides over $1 million in grants each year to local charities 
and charities with a local presence. This funding is made possible because of the 
generous donations from thousands of members of our community during our annual 
campaign.

To have the greatest impact in our community, and to be the best stewards of the 
financial gifts from our donors, Brant United Way needs to understand the area of 
greatest need in our community and we need to know where our investment will have the 
greatest results.

Brant United Way plays such an important role in our community. It is key that we 
continue to have access to the best information possible to make our funding decisions.

We need to be local experts.

With that goal in mind, we are pleased to announce our new Community Impact 
Committee.

This new committee will be comprised of key community partners including donors, 
community experts and leaders from local charities.   Together they will work to identify 

and assess the areas of need in the community, and make recommendations on how 
Brant United Way can direct the funding so that it will have the greatest impact.

This is a significant undertaking and we will take the time needed to do this right. We will 
spend the better part of two years to learn as much as we can and develop the tools we 
need to support this new direction.

Throughout that time, we remain committed to sharing updates and information with our 
community.  You can learn more at our website brantunitedway.org

If you would like to participate in our Community Impact Committee, or simply have 
questions or feedback about this project, please feel free to contact Dan Rankin, 
Executive Director of Brant United Way at daniel@brantunitedway.org or by phone at 
(519) 752-7848.

CAMPAIGN TIMELINES:

In an effort to make things better, our campaign this year and moving forward – will run 
year round!  Instead of rushing to get your donation in before the end of the calendar 
year, our campaign will now close on March 31st.  If you haven’t yet made your gift, 
there’s still time!  If you had a really great idea for a new fundraising event, no need to 
wait until the fall.  You can try it out today and your fundraising total will count toward this 
year’s campaign.  

Here’s to making things better, together – in 2019

COLLEEN GOUPIL

� @goskip

� SKIPBrantford

� goskip.org

What  SKIP (Seniors and Kids Intergenerational Programs) is a non-profit 
organization that aims to bridge the gap between old and young. By 
means of school visitation programs and inclusive events, SKIP helps 
create intergenerational awareness, and emphasizes on its value.

SKIP in the neighbourhood is a very exciting branch of SKIP.  We focus on 
generating sustainable, monthly programming for Seniors and Kids at local 
Community Centres.  I have been working with the Holmedale Association 
at T.B. Costain Community Centre as well as the Eagle Place Association 
out of Doug Snooks Community Centre.  With the assistance of some 
great volunteers, we co-hosted a successful Christmas Luncheon at T.B. 
Constain and a well-attended Christmas Dinner at Doug Snooks.  

December 8th was the Christmas Dinner at Doug Snooks Community 
Centre.  Approximately 250 community members attended and had a 
great meal. The children, their parents and grandparents enjoyed the sing-
along Christmas music – thank you Lukas! And what would a Christmas 
Dinner be without the Big Man himself?  Great pictures were taken with 
Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus.

On December 15th, the inaugural Christmas Luncheon co-hosted by SKIP 
was held at T.B. Costain.  Approximately 80 of our neighbours enjoyed a 
great lunch catered by Strodes – great food, thanks a bunch!  Santa made 
a stop here to have pictures taken with the children.

Our Mayor Kevin Davis along with our elected council representatives 
John Utley and John Sless were on hand to help.  Thank you for taking 
time out of your busy schedules to help make this event such a success! 

T.B. Constain 

Young At Heart – this seniors’ group meets every Thursday afternoon 
for fun and fellowship; there is also lots of activities for the children.  
For a listing of events at T.B. Costain please visit:  

www.holmedale.ca

Eagle Place

The seniors’ group meets every Thursday afternoon for social 
activities and refreshments.  There are plenty of kids’ activities 
scheduled as well.  For details of events at Doug Snooks please visit:

.facebook.com/EaglePlaceCommunityAssociation/

SKIP is looking for volunteers and ambassadors from the community; 
the benefits are huge. SKIP is always welcoming senior champions and 
student ambassadors, to provide candid moments and details about SKIP. 

Students from Ecole Dufferin and St. John’s College spent time at our two 
Christmas events to help make the Season Merry!  Thank you, students!i

IT’S A SKiP CHRISTMAS!

WHAT ’S NEW IN 2019?
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� @BCHSFoundation

� BCHSFoundation

� bchsysfoundation.org

Compassionate and professional medical care 
helps to create a positive experience for patients 

who must spend an extended period of time receiving 
treatment for a serious health condition.

For Lynn Wheeler, that care comes from the Brant 
Community Cancer Clinic (BCCC) located at the 
Brantford General. Wheeler has been a patient of Dr. 
Bryan Lee at the Cancer Clinic since early 2014, and 
visits regularly for breast cancer treatment.

“It’s our home away from home,” said Lynn. “That’s 
what we’ve always considered it. I go there every 
three weeks.”

It was just before Christmas, 2013 when Lynn arrived 
in the Emergency Department (ED) at the Brantford 
General with painful swelling and redness in her 
chest. She was admitted to the hospital for treatment 
and diagnosis of a serious infection until Diagnostic 
Imaging discovered a mass in Lynn’s left breast. 

On Christmas Eve, Dr. Haralambos Liaconis performed 
a biopsy on the mass. The Brantford General laboratory 
staff analyzed the tissue sample and delivered results that 
led to a diagnosis of Stage 4 breast cancer. 

The Wheeler family was left rocked by Lynn’s cancer 
diagnosis, but they all knew she was a strong fighter and 
cancer would not win this battle.

Lynn remained in the hospital while they treated her infection 
with antibiotics. Once her condition had improved, she had 
her first scheduled appointment with Dr. Lee, the resident 
Oncologist at the Brant Community Cancer Clinic. 

Medical Oncologists are onsite at the Brant Community 
Cancer Clinic at the Brantford General Monday to Friday 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., while Radiation Oncologists visit 
the clinic weekly to see patients. Chemotherapy treatment, 
radiation therapy and follow-up are all available at the 
Brantford General cancer clinic.

Lynn recalled that when Dr. Lee arrived in the consultation 
room for her appointment, he told her that while it was 
considered ‘Stage 4’ – meaning it had spread to other 
organs, including her liver, lung and back – her type of breast 
cancer was considered ‘HER2-positive’, which meant Lynn 
could receive a treatment that she calls a “miracle drug.”

Lynn said Dr. Lee was always positive and supportive, 
providing detailed updates on her condition and reminding 
her that there are a multitude of different, effective options 
available to treat her type of cancer.

“I quickly realized that it’s certainly not the death sentence 
it was once considered to be,” she said, explaining that Dr. 
Lee’s optimism and professionalism gave her the strength 
to never give up and to build a positive attitude in the face 
of her medical crisis. Lynn said that as a result of the staff’s 
constant encouragement, she refused to let the diagnosis 
get to her. Even through later chemotherapy treatments she 
tried to get up every day and go about her usual routine as 
much as possible.

“They tell you to try as hard as you can to live your life the 
best way you can at the Cancer Clinic,” said Lynn. “It’s 
business as usual; just another day in your life.”

Dr. Lee started Lynn on a highly personalized prescription 
of chemotherapy to shrink the mass in her breast. But 
soon after her treatment started Lynn was admitted to the 
Brantford General with a diagnosis of bronchial pneumonia, 
forcing her chemotherapy treatment to be shelved until 
she recovered. To make matters worse, during a scheduled 
breathing test to monitor her pneumonia, BCHS staff 
discovered Lynn also had two blood clots. The clots in her 
lungs and her bacterial infection had to be resolved before 
she could return to her chemotherapy treatments.

“I was doing okay on the treatment, but my heart function 
was being affected due to the infection and clots, so we 
decided it was best to take a break from chemotherapy,” she 
said, adding that although it was frustrating, she was told to 
rest and recuperate until her heart function improved.

In July, she returned to see Dr. Lee, who delivered some 
good news. Due to the effectiveness of her chemotherapy 
plan, the mass in her breast had reduced enough so that 
surgery could be performed to completely remove it. 

“It really started to shrink right away with the treatment,” said 
Lynn. “Working as a team and with support from my husband, 
Paul, and my family, Dr. Lee and I agreed that a double 
mastectomy was the most effective course of action.”

In July 2014, Dr. Liaconis performed the surgery in the 
Operating Room (OR) at the Brantford General. 

Two months after her successful operation, Lynn was 
started back on a chemotherapy plan, along with regularly 
scheduled Computerized Tomography (CT) scans in the 
Brantford General Diagnostic Imaging Department to 
monitor the status of the cancer that had spread to her 
organs. 

Currently, Lynn’s prognosis has improved to the point where 
her CT scans have been stretched out to once every six 
months. And at last report, her tumours were so small they 
were almost impossible to see on the scans.

Even so, Lynn continues to attend appointments at the Brant 
Community Cancer Clinic every three weeks to receive 
intravenous Herceptin treatments, a drug reported to slow or 
stop the growth of certain types of breast cancer.

“I just can’t say enough good things about everyone at the 
hospital, and the Brant Community Cancer Clinic,” said Lynn.

She believes over the years she’s had the care of every 
nurse who works in the clinic, and each year at Christmas, 
she brings the staff a gift to thank them for caring and their 
tireless professionalism.

“All of the staff in the BCCC have been so wonderful,” she 
said. “I am so thankful that Brantford has the Cancer Clinic. 
The care here is so personal and truly exceptional.”

As the Wheeler family knows first-hand, when a health crisis 
or emergency affects you or a loved one, Brant Community 
Healthcare System is here to provide exceptional, 
professional and compassionate care in your time of need.

Behind each success of the Brant Community Healthcare 
System (BCHS) Foundation is the generosity of our 
community, our donors and volunteers. This continued 
commitment has enabled us to put our patients first by 
helping us to provide the right equipment, at the right time, 
when it matters most.

Now is the time to make a difference, please 
consider making a gift today that is meaningful to 
you, and support a strong healthcare system for our 
community. 

Your continued support plays an important part in 
allowing us to provide quality patient care.  
Thank you!

ENCOURAGEMENT, PERSONALIZED CARE HELP 
LYNN WHEELER OVERCOME CANCER DIAGNOSIS
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From left (back row): RN Yvonne McLaren, RN Katie Johnson, Oncologist Dr. Bryan Lee, RN Sherrie Hawkins and RN Melanie Scott. 
(front row): RN Loree Slaght, Grateful Patient Lynn Wheeler and RN Amy Welsh in the Brant Community Cancer Clinic at the BCHS.
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PARIS CHRISTMAS NIGHT MARKET 
December 8, 2018 • Paris Fairgrounds • D Jason Freeze

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK AT DECEMBER THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

BRANTFORD LIGHTS AT GLENHYRST
Nov. 30 to Jan 01 at Glenhyrst Gardens, Brantford

D Jason Freeze
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THE NUTCRACKER
DEC. 10, 2018 • SANDERSON CENTRE, BRANTFORD

D Jason Freeze

NEXT GENERATION LEAHY AT THE SANDERSON CENTRE D JASON FREEZE

THE BRANTFORD SYMPHONY CHRISTMAS BELLS D JASON FREEZE

MATT DUSK FOR HABITAT FOR HUMANITY D JASON FREEZE
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Open All Winter
Friday Hours: 9:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday Hours: 7:00am - 2:00pm

produce   |   meats   |   cheese
pastries   |   gifts

79 Icomm Drive
519.752.8824

�   BrantfordFarmersMarket


