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August has always been a special 
month for me. It’s my birthday 
month and as always, it’s a time 

of celebration. This year I’ll be turning 
29, which means 30 is just around the 
corner.

I know some of you are reading this 
and saying, hold on, 30 is nothing. And 
you’re right, I’m still just starting my 
journey, but for me 30 is a pretty big 
milestone for where I’m at in life. 

As I’ve mentioned the last couple 
months, I’ve already seen a few changes 
prompting me to get in tune with my 
body and stay healthy.  These changes 
remind me to think about my long term 

health and goals as opposed to staying 
up to party for one night, or binging on 
snacks and watching TV. 

Each year as I get older, I also get to 
look back at how the past year has gone. 
This year has certainly been an exciting 
one. We’ve entered our second year of 
BScene and have really started to make 
an impact in our community. We’ve 
been able to connect with more people 
and showcase their talents, hopes, and 
organizations to the greater community. 

As we make connects with the wider 
community, we also make connections 
and changes with ourselves here. This 
year, my business partner Richard, has 
been fortunate enough to see many 

celebrations down his path. He’s both 
gotten married and had his first child! 
These celebrations are an amazing part 
of anyone’s journey and I’m happy that 
he’s travelled down his path to these. 

As with any journey there are many 
paths that we can take. With a growing 
family and needs at home, Richard will 
be moving on from BScene this month, 
down a path with his family. 

We all hope that his journey continues 
to be happy and exciting, especially as 
he gets to see his daughter start her own 
journey. Thank you for being a part of 
our BScene team these past two years, 
we hope you all the best.

CELEBRATIONS, CHANGES, AND FRIENDS ALONG THE JOURNEY

BE SEEN WITH BSCENE

STREI FORMAL 
DEAN ELLIS

A LOOK BACK AT JULY THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS
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KRISTA FOSS

kristafoss.com

She has cycled through the Himalayas, penned 
a novel with 12 points of view, tracked a 
disease-causing insect in Ethiopia and 

written an acclaimed essay about falling o� her 
bike.  

Novelist, essayist and short story writer Krista Foss 
recently joined the County of Brant Public Library 
as their 2016-2017 writer-in-residence; she thinks 
it may be her biggest adventure yet.

“I’m pretty much in love with the geography here, 
and I have yet to cycle the full Grand River trail – 
though I might leave that one until it gets cooler,” 
she says. “In the meantime, I’m connecting with 
writers in the community and the great stories they 

have to tell. I’ve already heard some beauties! ”

The Hamilton, Ontario native knows something 
about telling stories. The Toronto Star called her 
debut novel, Smoke River, published by McClelland 
& Stewart in 2014, “a glorious read.” It was 
shortlisted for the North American Hammett Prize 
for literary excellence in crime writing and won the 
Hamilton Literary Award. In addition, her essay 
writing has received a National Magazine Award 
nomination and her short fiction has twice been 
a finalist for The Journey Prize. Foss is a former 
journalist whose work has appeared in national 
newspapers and magazines. 

As a writer-in-residence she will use all of these 
skills and experiences to assist local writers – 
from beginners to accomplished – to reach their 
potential.  
“It’s a wonderful mandate,” says Foss. “I’m a coach, 
a mentor and editor for anyone who wants to bring 
me a manuscript.” 

Manuscript submissions guidelines are detailed 
on the County of Brant Public Library’s web page 
( just look for the writer-in-residence tab). Any 
writer can submit up to 5,000 words of writing 

each week for Foss to review by e-mailing her at 
writerinresidence@brant.ca  Feedback is delivered 
in one-on-one appointments at the Paris library 
location. 

Additionally, Foss will conduct a series of monthly 
workshops throughout the year aimed at both 
established and beginning writers. Topics planned 
so far include developing good writing habits, 
creating a critical path for your first novel, writing 
creative non-fiction and how to read strategically as 
a writer. 

She’s particularly excited about producing an 
anthology of personal narratives that are tied 
to particular places – geographical landmarks, 
historical buildings, streets  - in the Brant 
community. More details about the anthology 
project will be released on the library website in 
September.   
 “It will be a privilege to read people’s stories about 
their deep connections to place,” says Foss, who 
is a proud Hamiltonian,  intrepid traveler and 
committed cyclist. 

The writer-in-residence position relies on Canada 
Council for the Arts funding. Last year the Council 
invested $153 million to bring the arts to Canadians 
throughout the country. This program requires Foss 
to spend 60 per cent of her time working on her own 
writing and the balance of her time working for the 
community.

Photo credit: Fehn Foss

Writer in Residence



4 BScene.ca YOUR #1 EVENT GUIDE

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

  @YWiele

  roundtablepr.com

Lenny Wilde and Danny 
Thompson found success and 
friendship working together back 

in the eighties.  30 years later, both 
artists continue separate but similar 
musical journeys.  Their paths will 
merge once again, when both are part 
of the powerhouse playbill for this 
month’s Suefest- a Celebration  of 
Life. 

The pair has kept in touch over 
the years and now shares the same 
Nashville record label.  “Danny and 
I have both recently been signed to 
Lamon Records in Nashville,” said 
Wilde. Single and CD releases are 
expected this summer and both 
celebrated successful single releases 
earlier this year, Wilde with Savannah 
Nights and Thompson with Miles 

and Miles.  Both songs received 
wide- spread international airplay 
throughout Europe, the U.S. and 
Canada. Thompson also received a 
prestigious nomination as Best New 
Country Artist by New Music Weekly.

 Wilde of the acclaimed country rock 
group Whisky Hollow was a partner 
at Shotgun Records/Solid state 
recording studio in Cainsville for 
years, along with Steve Beach and Ron 
Nadrofsky.  Back then, after recording 
two albums and releasing several 
successful singles on the Canadian 
country charts, Thompson was one of 
the artists on Shotguns roster. Wilde 
managed Thompson’s musical career 
at the time and the two became life- 
long friends. 

This year’s Suefest will feature both 
the Danny Thompson Band and a 
highly anticipated reunion by Whisky 
Hollow. 

 “It’s great to be connected with 
Danny again. It’s just like old times” 
said Wilde. 

Meantime Thomson is looking 
forward to the reunion as well. “We 
are looking forward to sharing the 
stage at Suefest with Lenny and 
Whisky Hollow. It’s going to be quite 
an event,” he said.

Suefest- a Celebration of Life is 
an annual fundraising concert in 
memory of Sue Maher, the late 
wife of Whisky Hollow guitarist 
Pierre “Pepe” Maher. It takes place 

at the Knights of Columbus Hall in 
Brantford on August 21st   with all 
proceeds from the event going to 
the Heart and Stroke Foundation.  
Suefest will also feature the Ascot 
Royals, Jonny and Shari, The Blaine 
Bomberry band, Felicia, Mark Wilson 
and the Way it Is, Huckleberry Ginn, 
Steven Elmo Murray and more. For 
tickets and information, check out 
suefest.ca.

Veteran Brantford recording artists reunite 
after nearly three decades

LENNY WILDE AND DANNY THOMPSON TO PERFORM AT SUEFEST

BE SEEN WITH BSCENE

STARVING ARTIST 1ST ANNIVERSARY 
BELINDA J. CLEMENTS

A LOOK BACK AT JULY THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS
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YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

@YWiele

  roundtablepr.com

Who knew five seasoned 
musicians in their sixties 
would still have such a 

following? The Johnny Bee and 
the Mystics tour began as a one o� 
gig aimed at raising funds for the 
Stedman Hospice in November of 
2015, while celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of the original group 
members.  However, when 300 tickets 
were sold for the event in just three 
days, they knew something was up. 
Since then, they’ve performed to help 
raise funds for several local charities, 
while continuing to be sought after.  
Their next show, a fundraiser for 
the Brantford Shrine Club is set for 
Saturday August 27th. Asked why 
they were doing all of the charity 
gigs, group spokesman Steve Beach 
explained, “It just seemed like the 
right thing to do.” He adds the motive 
was never to make money, because at 
first they didn’t know who would want 
to come and see them.  They soon 
found out, lots of people were keen to 
see them and hear their music again. 
The tour seems to be filling a gap for 
lovers of the sixties musical era who 
can no longer get their fix due to the 
disappearance of oldies radio in the 
area.  Their repertoire includes music 
by the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, the 
Buckinghams and Rompin Ronnie 
Hawkins just to name a few. 

Guitarist Dan Desmond, bass player 
and keyboardist Steve Beach, vocalist 
John Brant, drummer Vern “Fatty” 
Smith and guitarist Pierre “Pepe” 
Maher are the original members of 
Johnny Bee and the Mystics.  Many 
area residents remember the group’s 
performances at spots including the 

Blue Den, the Blue Haven Restaurant, 
Woodman Drive School, the Teddy 
Bear Club and the memorable Echo 
Park Street dance.  

In 1967 there was a shot at the big 
time. Back then the group was known 
as the Moonrakers.  An original 
composition written by Dan Desmond 
was sent to his Aunt Donna who lived 
in New York City. That set the wheels 
in motion and before long, amid 
much local fanfare; the five young 
lads were o� to the “Big Apple” by 
train.  Performing by day and sleeping 
in Aunt Donna’s tiny Manhattan 
apartment by night they auditioned 
for record company executives, TV 
talent scouts and even for the Merv 
Gri®n show. However, while at the 
famous Peppermint Lounge it was 
discovered all of the group members 
were well under the legal drinking 
age of 21. That’s when they were 
promptly escorted out the back of 
the establishment, but fortunately 
they had managed to complete their 
showcase before being turfed.

When the group returned to Brantford 
after the New York excursion their 
price to perform tripled from $25 
per night to a whopping $75 per 
night for the entire group. This is 
also when the crowds also started 
lining up for their dances. “When we 
came back we played the Colborne 
Street United Church and they were 
lined up for blocks say Vern “Fatty“ 
Smith.  However, Pierre “Pepe” Mahar 
laughingly recalled it was actually 
only “maybe half a block.” 

Music has been an integral part 
of all of the group member’s lives 
throughout the years. They’ve played 
in various bands, while eventually 
also taking up careers in other fields 
and raising families. Steve Beach, 
who also penned the “Let’s Speak Up” 
Brantford pep song back in the early 
eighties with colleague Lenny Wilde, 
held out the longest before getting 
a so-called real job.  “I got my first 
job when I was 35, so how’s that?” 
he laughed.  Wilde and Beach along 
with Mahar will also be musically 
reunited for “Suefest” as they perform 
as members of Whisky Hollow at the 

Knights of Columbus Hall. The day 
long concert to be headlined by the 
Ascot Royals is a tribute to Mahar’s 
late wife.

Meantime the next stop on the tour 
for Johnny Bee and the Mystics is a 
fundraiser for the Brantford Shrine 
Club to be held at the Army, Navy 
Airforce Club on Colborne street East 
in Brantford on August 27th.  

Tickets are available through
Brantford Shrine Club members,

the Army Navy Airforce Club, BYOB breweries
or by phoning 519-753-2134. 

HUGE SUPPORT FOR VINTAGE BRANTFORD ROCKERS
Johnny Bee and 
the Mystics 
50th anniversary  
reunion gig  
becomes an 
open ended tour

Johnny Bee &
The Mystics

ARMY, NAVY & AIR FORCE CLUB 
 COLBORNE ST. E., BRANTFORD

thSaturday, August 27 ,  2016,  8:00pm-12:00am
Doors open 8:00pm    Show starts at 9:00pm    Food available

 $
Tickets: 1500Tickets available by calling: 

519-753-2134

Join The Fun!

JOHN BRANT

DANNY DESMOND

VERN SMITH

PIERRE MAHER

STEVE BEACH

Presen
ts

BRANTFORD SHRINERS

&
50th Anniversary Reunion Tour!

PROCEEDS TO THE BRANTFORD SHRINE CLUB TM
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 @BCHSFoundation

 BCHSFoundation

 bchsysfoundation.org

An illness that started with flu-like 
symptoms for Martina Wolter 
quickly spiralled into a 

full-blown medical emergency that saw 
the Brantford woman spend three months 
in the care of the Brant Community 
Healthcare System.

Martina was having typical flu-like 
symptoms of cough, fever and vomiting 
and generally didn’t feel well.

“It was just a weird feeling of sickness,” 
she said.

Her husband, Erick Galamb did his 
best to help her feel comfortable, and 
one morning on his way out to work, 
he stopped by the room where she was 
sleeping.

“I just about fell to the floor,” he said. “Her 
colour was so grey.”

Erick called his mother, Karin, to come 
to their home right away. The first thing 
she said was to call 911 for an ambulance 
to get Martina to The Brantford General 
Hospital.

Emergency, Critical Care, Surgical, 
Medical, Infectious Diseases

“When we got into the Emergency 
Department with her, her breathing was 
so fast and shallow, the doctor said they’d 
have to put her in a medically induced 
coma so that her body could begin to 
heal,” said Erick. “That right there made 
me a nervous wreck.”

Martina was very dehydrated, and 
although she was conscious when she 
arrived at the hospital, she doesn’t 
remember much. She was quickly moved 
to the Critical Care Unit and put into a 
medically induced coma.

Karin said at one point, Martina was 
receiving nine di�erent medications 
and fluids intravenously. It took 12 litres 
of fluid before Martina’s system was 
su®ciently rehydrated.

Further testing showed 
Martina had Group A 
Streptococci bacteria in her 
system that led to her being 
diagnosed with Necrotizing 
Fasciitis, better known as 
Flesh-Eating Disease.  

The medical team called 
in Dr. Michael Woolfrey, 
an Orthopaedic Surgeon 
at The Brantford General. 
The Strep A bacteria 
was attacking the most 
vulnerable areas of 
Martina’s body, and her 
knees were a suspected site 
of infection.

“He’s such a nice man,” said 
Martina. “Right from when 
you meet him, you can tell 
he really cares.”

Dr. Woolfrey recommended 
surgery to one of Martina’s 
knees to examine tissue that 
was dying from Necrotizing 
Fasciitis.  Under continual 
medical surveillance, there 
were signs   other knee was 
also a�ected and a second surgery was 
quickly scheduled to remove more muscle 
tissue to prevent further spread of the 
deadly infection. 

In all, Martina spent 21 days in the 
Critical Care Unit, and though 
she only remembers her final 
week there, she is grateful 
for the compassionate, 
professional care she received 
at the Brant Community 
Healthcare System.  

“I was overwhelmed in such 
a positive way by the care I 
was given,” she said. “I feel 
fortunate and grateful for 
everything the medical team 
did for me.”

Following her stay in the 
Critical Care Unit, Martina 
was transferred to both the 
surgical inpatient unit on 
the fifth floor, and later to 
the medical inpatient unit on 
the seventh floor to recover. 
During her recovery, she 
was also seen by Dr. Verne 

Glavin, the Brant Community Healthcare 
System’s Infectious Disease Specialist for 
follow-up.

Even though she was in the hospital 
for about three months, Erick said the 
amazing care and treatment Martina 
received made him feel much better about 
the situation that first had him frightened 
for the health of his wife.

The Brant Community Healthcare 
System (BCHS) Foundation is committed 
to raising critical funds to ensure a strong 
healthcare system for our community.

Your support of the BCHS Foundation 
helps us to purchase medical equipment 
that is not paid for by the Ministry of 
Health and Long-Term Care, provide 
essential resources to maintain an 
exceptional level of compassionate 
patient care, and invest in new and 
innovative technology.

To make a donation, visit the 
BCHS Foundation website at 
www.bchsysfoundation.org 
or call 519-751-5510. 

“THANKS TO THE BCHS, I’M ALIVE TODAY…”
Martina is a 
Grateful  
BCHS Patient

July 21, 2016 The Kate Broddick team presents a cheque for $1500.00 to the BCHSF
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VALERIE SAWICKI

rpmkidsfirst.com

Established in 1870, Shriners 
International is a non-profit 
organization that raises funds 

to aid children in need of medical 
care. The treatment takes place at 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, 
which span across the United 
States, Canada and Mexico. The first 
hospital was established in 1922 in 
Shreveport, Louisiana. It was then 
decided that the Shriners would put 
their efforts towards helping disabled 

children, with no charge to families 
for services. Funds were raised 
through the circuses and annual 
Shriners’ picnics. Extensive research 
is conducted in every area of care 
including burns, spinal cord injury 
treatment, orthopaedic disorders, 
and cleft lip and palate. Shriners 
Hospitals for Children are best known 
for their work in burn research. In the 
hospitals, the majority of the children 
have these conditions so the research 
is extremely valuable in creating 
treatment plans. The funds raised by 
the organization go to  families with 
sick children who cannot afford to get 
treatment. Out of every dollar raised, 
ninety-eight cents of that dollar goes 

directly to those families. To raise 
funds, Shriners International holds 
events such as parades and barbecues. 
In 2013, the Brantford Shriners made 
an immense donation to the Brantford 
General Hospital. Most of the money 
donated went towards the paediatric 
infant security system for the family 
birthing centre. Also, every year 
the Shriners donate funds in excess 
of $5000 to the Montreal Shriners 
Hospital for Children.

The Brantford Shrine Club is the 
oldest continuously operating 
Shrine Club in all of North America. 
Since 1912, they have been helping 
children, while having fun in the 
process. Their mission is to be: “The 
Premiere Fraternal Organization for 
men of good character. Committed to 
Providing attractive, quality programs 
and services for it members, their 

families and 
friends in a 
spirit of fun, 
fellowship, 
and social 
camaraderie. 
Fostering 
self 

improvement through leadership, 
education, the perpetuation of moral 
values and community involvement. 
Serving mankind through the 
resources of its great philanthropy, 
the Shrine Hospital for Children.”

The Shriner’s Club of Brantford has 
donated $163 000 for child care at 
the Brantford General Hospital and 
helps fund the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children. The donation of $94,914.58 
to the Brantford General Hospital has 
made a significant impact on the new 
paediatric infant security system for 
the family birthing centre. The funds 
raised for hospitals are through their 
annual Christmas cake sales at the 

Brantford Lynden Park Mall, their 
August Elimination Draw/Picnic 
and their official Shriners Circus 
held in June. Brantford Shriners 
also ran a recycling drive where 
they provided twenty large yellow 
bins at city schools and businesses 
to collect pop cans for recycling as 
part of their new fundraising drive. 
“The goal of the Brantford Shrine 
Club is to raise $10 000 for a London-
based Shriners initiative. The Mocha 
Shriners Orthopaedic Telemedicine 
Service will allow video link hookups 
with patients to facilitate long-
distance consultation and diagnosis 
with London physicians.” said local 
membership chairman, Dean Bauer.

A brotherhood is the best way to 
describe the members of Shriners 
International. They band together 
as volunteers to help children whose 
families do not have the means to 
afford medical treatment. “It’s the 
friendship.” Ray Bamsey, chairman 
of the centennial committee and a 
Shriner since 1971, said of the appeal 
of the club “You meet so many great 
people.” The positive community 
impact is astounding as so many 
children are given a second chance. 
When members visit Shriners 
Hospitals for Children, the patients 
are overjoyed to see them because 
they understand the Shriners 
importance in their medical journeys. 
Nearly one million children have 
been treated at one of the twenty-two 
Shriners Hospitals for Children.

The organization is always looking for 

more members to join them in helping 
children. In order to become a Shriner 
you must be a mason first. Although it 
is a predominantly male organization, 
it is open to women as well. Shriners 
International wishes to expand so 
that it includes even more women and 
families. The upcoming events for 
Shriners International include their 
largest fundraiser, the annual picnic, 
which is held on August 17th at the 
Harlequin Rugby Ground and a dance 
at the Army Navy Air Force on August 
27th. Johnny B and Mystics will be 
performing at the dance. In addition, 
the planning for the Brantford 
Shriners International convention is 
already in progress. It will take place 
in 2020. For more information please 
visit www.shrinersinternational.org.

SHRINERS INTERNATIONAL
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BRITTANY BENNETT

standrewsbrantford.com

St. Andrew’s United Church 
is having their Annual Soup 
for the Soul Charity Golf 

Tournament on August 29 right 
here in the Brantford community, 
at North Ridge Golf Course.

Soup for the Soul Community 
Resource Advocate, Brandy 
Greentree admits that “donations 
and volunteers are always 
a struggle. We always try to 
make our meals as healthy as 
possible and with the cost of food 
increasing so much we have to lean 
our community more to assist us.”

Soup for the Soul needs about 
$250 for each meal 

to be able to 
feed the large 

group of clients that come in every 
Monday and Thursday. Rain or 
shine, holiday or not, Soup for the 
Soul is always open these two days 
of the week. 

Last year’s tournament raised 
over $11 thousand, St. Andrew’s is 
hoping for over $12 thousand this 
year.

“It is a great day. It’s wonderful to 
see so many people come together 
from all over the area to support 
Soup for the Soul,” says Kaitie 
Walshaw, St. Andrew’s active 
o®ce administrator.

Walshaw says it is a big change 
that the event is held in Brantford 
this year, the church is very excited 
to have this additional connection 
to the community. The event costs 
$120 per golfer, which includes 
an 18-hole shotgun start, lunch, 
dinner, a prize, and the chance at 
winning more prizes through the 
benchmark games, 50/50 draw and 
ra²e table.

“We have many 
groups of golfers 
that return year 

after year to play this tournament,” 
says Walshaw. “They all always 
seem to be having a great time!”

Last year’s tournament was sold 
out by the time shotgun came 
around, and each golfer is 
provided a tax receipt for 
the donation-portion of 
the amount received.

 
 

More information, and 
registering for the Annual 
Soup for the Soul Charity Golf 
Tournament can be done at 
soupforthesoultournament.com

 

ENJOY THE GOLF COURSE WHILE MAKING A DIFFERENCE
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LANA BURCHELL

BRAugustBRANTFORD

Boobs. Every woman has them. They get 
sweaty. We stu� them into sports bras. Into 
summer dresses. Into low cut shirts to show 

them o�. But what happens when we don’t have 
support utility devices to hold them? By this, I 
mean B-R-A-S. 

With the amount of boobs in Brantford, there is 
an incredible need that has been brought to our 
attention-and to yours too- concerning these 

boobs. There is an abundance of boobs without 
bras! 

For every problem there is a solution; for this 
one, I present BRAugust. What started as a local 
initiative in 2015 to attain bras for young women 
at Why Not Youth Centres blossomed into a city 
wide event which resulted in 2000 donated bras. 
This year, the needs are just as pressing. We seek 
to collect bras and also feminine hygiene products, 
new underwear and socks. Our goal is to make it 
easy to give to our local community and to restore 
dignity and value to women in need. 

Ways to get involved are plentiful; you can donate 
your moola; become a Facebook Ambassador (yes, 
we WANT you to post and post often!), become 
a drop o� location at your upstanding local 
establishment, or donate new or gently used, make 
you say “bow-chicka-wow-wow” every time you 
put them bras on, or throw chocolate. 

Spiderman once said, “With great power comes 
great responsibility.” Will you take this challenge 
and be the next bra-champion and donate to 
women in need? Those boobs need you!

RENEE VANDERHARST

@bbbsge

  bbbsge

bigdifference.ca

All of our youth mentoring programs at Big Brothers Big Sisters of Grand Erie are about 
helping local children and youth reach their full potential. It’s about growing self-esteem, 
learning, and trying new things (all while having fun)! Sometimes we are able to do 

something really BIG - - -   

Little Sister Lina took part in the 2016 YOUth in O®ce: Job Shadowing Day. She was one of 
108 young people (14 to 24) from Boys and Girls Clubs and Big Brothers Big Sisters who got the 
chance to learn about the political process from Members of Parliament and Hill sta�ers. Lina 
shared her experience with us:

“I’ve always been interested in politics, and travel, and adventures! Sure, I’ve seen things on TV 
and heard about them in class but it’s not like actually being there in Parliament. I really just 
wanted to go and see behind the scenes. It’s not often someone can say that they were there IN 
PARLIAMENT, like more than just a walking tour. I even got a fancy nametag! I expected it was 
going to be very professional, what I wasn’t expecting were all the funny moments. I met MP 
T.J. Harvey at one point and he was very funny. I job shadowed MP Wayne Long and he snap-
chatted for the first time ever with us.”

What was it like experiencing YOUth in Action with a bunch of other Canadian kids a�liated 
with Big Brothers Big Sisters?

“The whole like-minded kids’ part is totally true. It’s not often that I met young people that are 
interested in politics, or their future. I met some girls who I am still in contact with and plan 
on seeing again. I have always been interested in politics, but I never really considered it as a 
career choice. When I was younger I wanted to be the Prime Minister but later thought “that 
could never be possible”. After visit the Parliament though, I saw people from all di�erent 
backgrounds and realized “I really can do anything!” I was really inspired by the whole 
experience.”

What would you like to share to local youth?

“Go out and take 
opportunities. I mean, 
sometimes I just don’t want 
to do anything, I would rather 
watch Netflix - but you have 
to get out there. Also, this 
is going to sound cheesy, 
but don’t care what people 
think of you. When I first got 
accepted I didn’t really want 
to tell people, I didn’t think 
they would get it and think it’s 
dumb. But when I came back 
I decided I didn’t care - I had 
an awesome time. The whole 
trip has reignited my dream 
to work in politics. I would 
like to thank Big Brothers 
Big Sisters for the amazing 
experience!

Lina is ONE of the hundreds 
of local children we serve, 
thanks to our community 
partners and volunteers! BIG 
thanks for inspiring her, and 
many others…

SUPPLY AND DEMAND - BRAugust STYLE

2016 YOUth IN OFFICE: JOB SHADOWING DAY
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DAN ROLPH
BrantfordFoodBank

brantfordfoodbank.ca

The summer season is here and it’s the perfect 
time for barbecues, fishing, beaches, and the 
Mobile Market! The Brantford Food Bank’s 

Mobile Market program extends the organization’s 
reach by bringing fresh fruits and vegetables to those 
who need them most. This is the program’s second 
year after seeing success in 2015.

            With prices of fresh produce rising it’s di®cult to get 
fruits and vegetables on your plate. Keeping a healthy 
diet has never been more expensive. When those high 
prices are combined with other living expenses it can 
end up forcing some people to choose between eating 
well and having a roof over their head. That’s not a 
choice anybody should have to make.

            The Brantford Food Bank serves over 2,500 people 
each month in Brantford, Brant County, and Six 
Nations. However, the Clarence Street location can be 
di®cult for some to reach due to transportation issues 
and costs. Since the Mobile Market goes beyond the 
single location it can help people save money on food 

and travel expenses; those funds can then be put 
toward rent and other expenses.

            Last year the Mobile Market was able to bring fresh 
fruits and vegetables to nearly 120 households in their 
own communities, and the Food Bank is hoping to 
help even more people this time around.

Life isn’t always easy. It can throw an unexpected 
expense your way or make finding employment 
seem impossible 
at times. Whatever 
obstacles you need 
to overcome, the 
Brantford Food Bank 
is here to make it 
easier thanks to the 
generous donors in 
our community.

            If you have some 
fresh produce you 
can donate please 
call 519-751-HELP 
or drop it o� at 1100 
Clarence Street 
South, Suite 106, 
Brantford between 
9:00am and 4:30pm.

SUSANNE CURRIE

amaniacres.ca

Recovery has become a notable term for a 
global movement which aims to transform 
mental health systems and our society’s 

views on mental health.

What does recovery mean? In everyday terms 
‘recovery’ means getting back to a normal or 
usual state.  This notion is further explained 
using a surgical metaphor as people relate better 
to physical trauma examples.  The metaphor 
works like this – you are feeling fine (normal), but 
then you sustain an injury.  You take treatment 
or have surgery to repair the injury, as prescribed 
by the expert clinician, and then you get back to 
normal.

This scenario has been incorporated into the 
mental health system: follow the advice and 
treatment plans of the experts in the system 
and you will recover and be well again. For 
some people this approach works quickly and 
e�ectively. The person receives a diagnosis 
which makes sense of their di®culties, they take 
the prescribed treatment and they are able to 
move on with their lives. Many people are alive 
and flourishing today because of the e�orts of 
knowledgeable and caring clinicians.

However, there are many variations across this 
narrative. When we listen to those who have 
experienced mental illness and recovery, we 

better understand the scope and depth of issues 
from which recovery is needed and the ways in 
which that recovery is achieved. Their recovery 
may have been a spiritual re-awakening, or re-
connecting with their family, or learning to love 
themselves for the first time, or letting go of pain 
from their past.

The most widely used definition recovery comes 
from William Anthony, PhD, Professor Emeritus 
Boston University, who defined it as ‘a deeply 
personal, unique process of changing one’s 
attitudes, values, feelings, goals, skills, and roles’ 
and as ‘a way of living a satisfying, hopeful, and 
contributing life even within the limitations 
caused by illness’.

With this in mind, the basic relationship between 
the client and the therapist is vitally important. 
The client has the expertise and skills to find 
their own solutions to their problems, providing 
they get the right kind of support from their 
therapist. A therapist’s most critical challenge is 
to not think the job is to “fix” their client’s deficits 
but instead to become curious about how their 
strengths can be activated.  This is the therapist’s 
skill in appreciative inquiry.

For most of us, living well does not happen in 
the hospital or in mental health service settings.  
It happens as we live our lives in our chosen 
community.  Living well happens when people 
celebrate and use their strengths of recovery 
when needed.  This happens when people have 
the combination of self-management skills and 

the right support from others to be able to make 
choices about their own life, when they access 
inclusive and welcoming communities which are 
friendly to di�erence.

Amani’s core vision is not to provide treatment, 
but rather to support people to make their way in 
the world.  Resources are o�ered to assist people 
in their journey to recovery.

THE MOBILE MARKET IS BACK

JOURNEY TO RECOVERY

join us for a
Summer BBQ

DON’T 

NOT
 

We’re   having a bbq
fundraiser in support of 

More Info:

Please

BrantfordFoodBank.ca

By    hosting a large event, 
we are not using funds for 
the costs of preparing and 
planning a fundraiser. All 

money raised is going 
directly to Food Bank 

programs.
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ZIG MISIAK

realpeopleshistory.com

The 2Raymond Skye, from the Grand River Six Nations Territory, collaborated 
with Zig on what is named the Six Nations Iroquois Program Teachers Resource 
Guide. 

Six years ago what started out as a simple plan to create a Native studies guide for our 
area schools has turned into a series of first’s and a collection of awards for local author 
Zig Misiak. This resource is now used in 696 schools including all of the Catholic 
schools, a third of the public schools in our boards and all of the schools on the Grand 
River Six Nations Territory. 

With the anniversary of the War of 1812 being in its 200th year in 2012, Zig 
participated on a community board developing, enhancing, and profiling Brantford, 
Brant County, Six Nations and Mississauga’s involvement during that time in history. 
As a result he wrote his first children’s book called War of 1812: Western Hooves 
of Thunder. For his contribution to our local history on many levels he received 
Brantford’s ‘Shining Star Award’. 

As the Native studies guide grew in popularity, Zig saw another gap and opportunity. 
His next first was a book called: War of 1812: Highlighting Native Nations. Never before 
had such a book been written which profiled First Nations and Metis throughout that 
conflict. For this and his involvement on multiple committees in the Niagara area and 
on PBS/WNED TV, Zig received the George and Oliver Siebel Award.

Asked to write an article for a Toronto magazine about Jay Silverheels, Zig once again 
found a first. No one had ever written the story of Jay Silverheels but now there is one 
called TONTO: The Man in Front of the Mask. The first biography ever written about 
Harold J. Smith, a Mohawk from the Grand River Six Nations, aka Jay Silverheels 
known to many as Tonto from the ever so popular T.V. series, the Lone Ranger. It was 
around this time that Zig received the Queen II Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Medal. 
Not done yet, he continued to produce another book called Wampum: The story of 

Shaylyn the Clam. His focus is on supporting the Native studies guide he and Ray 
created with a continuous flow of books that teachers can find useful in their First 
Nations curriculum integration. Again upon finishing this book Zig received the 
Governor General’s Caring Canadian Award.

Finally, yet another first came to Zig. His new book called; 4 in 1 Learning in French 
and English focuses on K to Grade 3 with 80 illustrations done by a French Canadian 
Metis artist and friend. This book has never been done before and has already received 
high praise from a myriad of educational institutions especially the French educators. 
It focuses on ABC’s, 123’s, Shapes and Colours using all First Nations, Metis, Inuit and 
nature illustrations. Zig says he will likely write more French and English books. 

Zig self publishes using his own money and prints everything in Canada. He only 
supports independent book stores, museums and historic sites. He has committed his 
life and his new vocation 
(though now coming into 
his 69th year) to helping 
teachers and students 
alike. He has sold over 
10,000 copies and has 
become known and 
recognized by many for 
his style of writing about 
the First Nations people 
he got to know shortly 
after landing on Canadian 
shores as a WW2 baby 
refugee. He has several 
more books planned and 
will continue to support 
educators across this 
country now that he has 
found his ‘niche’ in life, 
after so many years. 

SARA MUNROE

culturedays.ca

Culture Days is back for its 7th year in Brantford and area from September 30 to 
October 2, 2016 and it’s shaping up to be the best year yet. 

Culture Days is an annual 3-day national festival devoted to providing all Canadians 
with the opportunity to participate in, and appreciate, arts and culture. Each year, 
hundreds of thousands of artists and cultural organizations across Canada volunteer 
to host free, interactive, behind-the-scenes activities so that we can all discover our 
vibrant cultural community. Brantford is teeming with talented cultural producers who 
o�er so much to the community every day – the calendar of events in the centerfold in 
this issue of BScene is a testament to that! 

Each year, Brantford and area’s Culture Days activities continue to grow. Last year 
there were nearly 40 events o�ered over the three days. This year, Culture Days 
activities are already starting to pop-up on CultureDays.ca, including an artist critique 
with the Canadian painter Robert Bateman at the Sanderson Centre for the Performing 
Arts, guided tours of the Mohawk Institute Residential School, and an improv 
presentation of Much Ado About Nothing hosted by ICHTHYS Theatre. 

From photography to performance art, from spoken word poetry to culinary arts, from 
comedy to dance, Culture Days is your chance to shine; whatever you’re passionate 
about, take this opportunity to share it with your community! 

Planning an activity is easy; you may even have one planned that would work. You 
can be a non-profit or for-profit, an individual artist or an organization – anyone is 
welcome to host an event! As long as it meets these four basic criteria, your event will 
be promoted through the national and local campaign:

• The event is free to the public. You can still put out a donation box, and o�er other 
paid programs concurrently. 

• The event happens sometime from September 30 through October 2, 2016. 

• The event involves audience participation or reveals a behind-the-scenes aspect. 
Remember, the goal of Culture Days is for the community to understand and 
appreciate cultural creators!

• The event is registered on CultureDays.ca. Remember to registry early so that the 
community can get information about your event and start to plan their weekend.

While you’re browsing 
CultureDays.ca, make sure 
to take advantage of their 
free resources, including a 
step-by-step participation 
guide, customizable 
marketing materials, tips 
on how to publicize and 
promote your event, and 
more.

Visit CultureDays.ca to 
discover how you can 
participate in this exciting 
weekend. For more 
information about Culture 
Days in Brantford and area, 
contact Sara Munroe, Arts 
& Culture Coordinator 
for the City of Brantford 
by phone at 519-751-9900 
or email at culture@
brantford.ca 

CULTURE DAYS IN BRANTFORD

CULTURE!BR
AN
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D

ANYONE CAN HOST A 
CULTURE DAYS ACTIVITY! 

 
For more information: 

Call 519-751-9900 x5048
Email culture@brantford.ca

Visit www.culturedays.ca 

Create  Participate  Share  CultureDays.ca  

ANOTHER FIRST FOR LOCAL AUTHOR & HISTORIAN ZIG MISIAK
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LAUREN ARVA

suefest.ca 

On Sunday, August 21st, the 2016 
Suefest will occur at The Knights 
of Columbus Hall in Brantford, 

Ontario. The festival is a means to 
raise money for the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation of Canada, with 100% of ticket 
sales being donated to the Foundation 
to promote continued research and to 
furthermore generate awareness and 
insight about heart attack and stroke.  

Jamz Maher, founder of Suefest, explained 
that his passion behind commencing the 
event stems from his mother, Sue Maher, 
who passed away from a heart attack: “She 
was a local musician, and was well rooted 
in the community. She was an incredibly 
charitable and fundraising person who 
did a lot for food banks and the Diabetes 
Association. We really want to raise 
awareness of the signs of heart attack and 
stroke in order to prevent tragedy, and we 
want to educate people to ensure they can 
recognize the signs of heart attack and 
stroke and to call for help.”

Maher discussed his dedication and 
excitement in regards to the upcoming 
Suefest: “This is my baby… I’ve been 
working on it for three years, and I want to 
see this grow into more than a community 
event. I want to see it grow into a 
community service.”

The 2016 Suefest will feature live 
performances from bands such as 
Whisky Hollow, The Ascot Royals, 

The Blaine Bomberry Band and The 
Danny Thompson Band in addition to 
several other local bands and musicians 
performing acoustic and bluegrass music.

“It’s a very eclectic line-up,” said Maher, 
“The top three headliners cover three 
generations of music with contemporary 
pop-rock from the Ascot Royals, the big 
country sounds of the Danny Thompson 
Band, the soulful blues from The Blaine 
Bomberry Band and the nostalgic return 
of Whiskey Hollow. 

The event will o�er various forms of 
entertainment such as fireworks, jugglers, 
reptiles, fire spinning, stilt walking, live 
art, a barbeque, ra²e tables, a 50/50 
draw, a bake sale and door prizes. Maher 
explained how Sue was a family person, 
which is why he ensured the fundraiser 
appeals to persons of all ages: “She worked 
really well with kids, which is why this is a 
family friendly event.”

Maher stated he owes his inspiration 
behind initiating Suefest to his mother: 
“She paved the way for me to get involved 
with fundraising, and I want to honor her 
and preserve her legacy. She was a selfless 
human being that put a lot of energy into 
other people, and she channels her energy 
and it flows through me. The creative 
juices get flowing, and I know its her.”
 
Tickets are available for purchase online 
at ticketscene.ca, and furthermore at the 
Knights of Columbus location and at the 
P.A. Music Shop (formerly the LA Music 
Shop) in Brantford. Tickets are $25.00 
in advance, and $30.00 at the door, with 
tickets valid for a full day pass.

2016 SUEFEST: “THE CELEBRATION OF LIFE”

BE SEEN WITH BSCENE

POWERFEST CAR SHOW 
DEAN ELLIS

A LOOK BACK AT JULY THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS
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helpachildsmile.com

Childhood Cancer... Two words a parent never wants to 
hear. Unfortunately you never have that choice. Luckily 
there is an amazing organization right here in Ontario, 

called Help a Child Smile. Help a Child Smile is a charity that 
gives everything back to families battling childhood cancer. 
Help a Child Smile was kick started in 1986 by a family that 
wanted to grant a wish of a brave girl named Kacey-Lynn 
Rainville. Kacey-Lynn wanted to have a “normal” kid day and go 
to Canada’s Wonderland and this family made it happen for her. 
The idea took o� and the organization grew overnight. By 1987 
it became a registered charity, bringing smiles and happiness 
to families that lives were otherwise faced with hospital visits, 
treatment and heartaches.

Pokes, scans, and testing wasn’t always part of my life. I was a 
typical 3 year old preschooler when I was diagnosed with stage 
4 Embroyal Rhabdomyosarcoma. My parents really had no idea 
what was going on, aside from my tummy getting bigger. So they 
had me checked out by our family doctor. 

I was sent for testing and was quickly referred to McMaster’s 
Children’s Hospital, where I diagnosed and had two major 
surgeries in less than a week. The first one was to remove a 
tumour the size of a nerf football and part of my bladder. The 
second was to have my port put in so that I could start chemo 
therapy as soon as I was able to regain my strength. The game 
plan for my treatment was 54 weeks of chemo and 5 weeks of 
radiation. My cancer was extremely aggressive and being stage 
4, the treatment beat me up and nearly took two years for me to 
get through it. 

I have five full sets of Bravery Bead Necklaces, and I’ve had 
more blood transfusions, scans, and tests then you could ever 
imagine. Bravery Beads is a program o�ered to all children 
treated for cancer. Each bead represents something di�erent, 
every poke, each day of chemo and radiation, hospital 
admission, surgery, or a procedure. Help a Child Smile sponsors 
a bead, and there are even beads for Birthdays, Christmas and 
other special holidays spent in the hospital. 

Going into their 30th year, Help a Child Smile, aka HACS, has 
helped over 1,100 families at McMaster Children’s Hospital. 
These numbers are constantly growing, as each day there are 
more children being diagnosed with cancer. HACS helps on 
average 150 kids on active treatment, at any given time. They 
also provide opportunity to alumni families o� treatment for 
more than 4 years. HACS plans many family events throughout 
the year from Disney on Ice, Canada’s Wonderland, African 
Lion Safari, The Rodeo in Paris, Merritville Speedway & the 
annual Christmas Party. The biggest surprise Help a Child 

Smile presents to families is usually done in style at one of their 
fundraisers and events. 

My trip was granted at the Brantford Navy Club when I was 
6 years old. When we got there my sister and I went with 
Cinderella, Belle, and Hannah Montana so that we could dress 
up in costume. When we came back out to the party, the lights 
were turned down low, small colourful lights were twinkling 
and Disney music was playing. There had to be 200 people in 
the room including Gord Painter and Walter Gretzky. We had 
a small dance party where everyone watched us and then it 
happened, Sandra Allan grabbed the microphone and gave me 
an envelope and presented me my trip to Disney. 

This is a once in a lifetime, 7-day trip to Give Kids the World 
in Orlando, Florida which 
includes limousine, airfare, 
with tickets to Disney World, 
Universal Studio, Sea World 
and many more. At the village 
the options are endless with 
a 24/7 unlimited ice cream, 
dino mini putt, fishing, 
swimming, playgrounds and 
a giant life like game of Candy 
Land just to name a few. 
Each night there is a themed 
party from Mayor Claytons 
Hare Raising Halloween to 
a pirate and princess party. 
Each HACS child gets to 
make a wish and write their 
name on a star, and then the 
star-fairy magically places 
the star on the ceiling of the 
castle of miracles. HACS is a 
non-profit organization that 
makes sure the money goes 
to only the families and not in 

the pockets of the ones running it.  

There are many ways to help support Help a Child Smile, one 
way is to volunteer but because I’m only 12 I have to wait a few 
more years but I can still attend one of the many fundraising 
events for Help a Child Smile.   I’ve had a garage sale and all the 
money I raised; I donated to HACS because every nickel counts 
and they all add up to make a di�erence.  I would like to make 
more awareness of Help a Child Smile and all of the wonderful 
things they do for families a�ected by childhood cancer 
because kids can’t fight cancer alone!

My treatment was tough on me. I am now 12 years old and I 
still face the side e�ects every day. I have an amazing team of 
doctors at McMaster Oncology, Cardiology, Endocrinology, and 
Gastro that I still visit routinely. I am completely thankful to 
Help a Child Smile for allowing me to feel like a normal kid 
and have a normal kid day.  I am a fighter, I am tough, and I am a 
childhood cancer survivor!

HACS is a charity relying on fundraising events and 
donations to carry on the support they give to kids with 
cancer who are being treated at Hamilton McMaster 
Hospital. Donors such as Pattison Signs, Robin Crockett, 
BScene, Knights of Columbus and Brantford Tourism 
have helped by sponsoring our events. They have helped 
us to raise more funds, reduce the costs of running our 
events, and helped promote them. All of which allows us to 
help more kids with cancer. 

HACS is holding a celebration on August 28th to kick 
o Childhood Cancer Awareness Month for the month 
of September in Harmony Square, starting at 4pm. 
This fun event is free to all and helps to spread the word 
that kids get cancer too and that they can’t fight alone. 
Help us celebrate as Brantford proclaims September as 
Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. Visit us at www.
helpachildsmile.com and visit us on Facebook.

MAKING DREAMS COME TRUE WITH HELP A CHILD SMILE
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EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME 

AUGUST 01
Civic Holiday

Come Play With Me Park (Mohawk Rd. & 1st Line) Ohsweken 10:00 AM

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 7:30 PM

AUGUST 02
Yoga in the Square Harmony Square 7:15 AM

Sunsational Summer Day Camp  (ages 9-10) Child and Family Services Gym

School Readiness Program Jamieson Elementary School 8:30 AM

Summer Sports Camp begins (ages 7-9) Six Nations Parks & Recreation 9:00 AM

Overcomers Meeting New City Church 10:00 AM

Chess in the Square Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Blood Donor Clinic Brantford & District Civic Centre 1:30 PM

CSC Meeting Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 6:00 PM

Open Jam Night Harmony Square 7:00 PM

British Study Group Meeting (Scottish Research) 118 Powerline Rd., Brantford 7:30 PM

AUGUST 03
Stories & Stretches Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Bootcamp Harmony Square 6:00 PM

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 8:00 PM

Karaoke Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

AUGUST 04
Chess in the Square Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Overcomer Meeting Why Not Youth Centre 1:00 PM

Exit 36 Food Trucks Evangel Church 5:00 PM

The Mushy Peez (practice) The Rose & Thistle 6:00 PM

Outdoor Summer Concert Series Lions Park, Paris 6:30 PM

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 7:00 PM

Open Mic Jam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:30 PM

Movies in the Square (Ratchet and Clank) Harmony Square dusk

Open Jam Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

AUGUST 05
Tunes In The Park (Sharp Dogs) Victoria Park, Brantford 12:00 PM

Brantford Kinsmen Ribfest Cockshutt Park 04:00 PM

First Friday The Crawford Collective 06:00 PM

Float & Flick - Finding Nemo Lions Park, Paris Comm. Pool 06:00 PM

Music in the Square (Logan Staats) Harmony Square, Brantford 07:30 PM

Comedy The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM

Float & Flick - Jaws Lions Park, Paris Comm. Pool dusk

Bender Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

AUGUST 06
Blood Donor Clinic Branlyn Comm. Centre 8:30 AM

CanJam Revived Knights of Columbus Hall 10:00 AM

I Spy at Addie’s Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Homestead 10:00 AM

Brantford Kinsmen Ribfest Cockshutt Park 11:00 AM

Art in the Park Lynden Hills Park 12:00 PM

Philip Bosley (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 2:00 PM

On Stage “The Tunes” The Rose & Thistle 3:00 PM

BarCode at Brantford Kinsmen Ribfest Cockshutt Park 5:00 PM

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 8:30 PM

Knee Deep Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

AUGUST 07
Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM

Brantford Kinsmen Ribfest Cockshutt Park 11:00 AM

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 7:00 PM

AUGUST 08
Sunsational Summer Day Camp (ages 6-8) Child and Family Services Gym

Drama Camp begins (ages 10-16) Friendship House of Brant 9:00 AM

Summer Camps (ages 4-6)
Gahwajiya:de’ Detenatgwa’ta’ 
(SN Child Care)

9:00 AM

Summer Sports Camp begins (ages 10-12) Six Nations Parks & Recreation 9:00 AM

Come Play With Me Park (Mohawk Rd. & 1st Line) Ohsweken 10:00 AM

Children’s Activities Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Brantford Has Talent Harmony Square 6:00 PM

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 7:30 PM

AUGUST 09
Yoga in the Square Harmony Square 7:15 AM

Overcomers Meetings New City Church 10:00 AM

Chess in the Square Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Open Jam Night Harmony Square 7:00 PM

AUGUST 10 to SEPTEMBER 07
Extended Art Show Starving Artist Gallery Cafe

AUGUST 10
Social Media 101 Workshop Major Ballachey School 9:00 AM

Story Book Walk Lions Park, Paris 11:00 AM

Stories & Stretches Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Bootcamp Harmony Square 6:00 PM

Hockey Night in Brantford 2016 Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 6:45 PM

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 8:00 PM

Karaoke Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

AUGUST 11
Big Bike Boston Pizza North, Brantford

Chess in the Square Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Overcomer Meeting Why Not Youth Centre 01:00 PM

Blood Donor Clinic Burford Fairgrounds 3:00 PM

Exit 36 Food Trucks Evangel Church 5:00 PM

The Mushy Peez (practice) The Rose & Thistle 6:00 PM

Outdoor Summer Concert Series Lions Park, Paris 6:30 PM

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 7:00 PM

Open Mic Jam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:30 PM

Movies in the Square (The Good Dinosaur) Harmony Square dusk

Open Jam Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

AUGUST 12 to 14
Mackenzie Creek Country & Bluegrass Festival Old Hwy 24, Oakland

AUGUST 12
Brant Golf for Kids Sake Northridge Municipal Golf Course 7:00 AM

Tunes In The Park (Mo Vint) Victoria Square, Brantford 12:00 PM

Music in the Square (Dave Winson) Harmony Square, Brantford 7:30 PM

Live Entertainment The Rose & Thistle 8:30 PM

Barslap Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

AUGUST 13
First Aid/CPR & AED Cert. Training Woodman Park Comm. Centre 9:00 AM

Brant Visual Artists Guild Affordable Original 
Art Sale

Brantford Visitor & Tourism Centre 11:00 AM

2016 Walk a Mile in My Cape Freedom House 12:00 PM

Dan Marchuk (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 2:00 PM

Brantford Galaxy B vs. Toronto Atomic FC B Lions Park Brantford 4:00 PM

Brantford Galaxy vs. Toronto Atomic FC Lions Park Brantford 7:00 PM

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 8:30 PM

Siren Song Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

AUGUST 14
Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM

Brant Visual Artists Guild Affordable Original 
Art Sale

Brantford Visitor & Tourism Centre 11:00 AM

Music in the Square (Brantford Comm. Symphony 
Orchestra)

Harmony Square, Brantford 3:00 PM

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 7:00 PM

AUGUST 15
Six Nations Summer Day Camp 2016 (ages 7-15) Six Nations Community Hall 9:00 AM

Come Play With Me Park (Mohawk Rd. & 1st Line) Ohsweken 10:00 AM

Children’s Activities Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Brantford Has Talent Harmony Square 6:00 PM

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 7:30 PM

AUGUST 16
Yoga in the Square Harmony Square 7:15 AM

Overcomers Meeting New City Church 10:00 AM

Chess in the Square Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Open Jam Night Harmony Square 7:00 PM

AUGUST 17
iPad Workshop Doug Snooks Eagle Place Comm. Centre 9:00 PM

Stories & Stretches Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Bootcamp Harmony Square 6:00 PM

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 8:00 PM

Karaoke Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

AUGUST 18
Family History Study Group Meeting 118 Powerline Rd., Brantford 10:00 AM

Chess in the Square Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Circle of Friends Golf Tournament Northridge Golf Course 1:00 PM

Overcomer Meeting Why Not Youth Centre 1:00 PM

Blood Donor Clinic Woodman Park Community Centre 2:30 PM

Exit 36 Food Trucks Evangel Church 5:00 PM

The Mushy Peez (practice) The Rose & Thistle 6:00 PM

Outdoor Summer Concert Series Lions Park, Paris 6:30 PM

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 7:00 PM

Open Mic Jam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:30 PM

Movies in the Square (Angry Birds) Harmony Square dusk

Open Jam Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

AUGUST 19
Serenity Now (therapy gr.) begins - 6 wks. Grand River Comm. Health Centre 10:00 AM

Tunes In The Park (Don Dunham) Victoria Park, Brantford 12:00 PM

Comedy & Chris Strei The Rose & Thistle 7:30 PM

Music in the Square (Mark Wilson & The Way It Is) Harmony Square 7:30 PM

Movies In The Park - Zootopia Burford Comm. Centre dusk

AUGUST 20
Mud Heroes Brant Park 7:30 AM

Free Cloth Diaper Workshop Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 10:00 AM

Seven Habits of Highly Effective Writers County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 10:00 AM

Diversity (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 2:00 PM

Brantford Galaxy B vs. Serbian White Eagles B Lions Park, Brantford 4:00 PM

Brantford Galaxy vs. Serbian White Eagles Lions Park, Brantford 7:00 PM

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 8:30 PM

AUGUST 21
Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM

Chess in the Square Tournament Harmony Square 11:00 AM

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 7:00 PM

AUGUST 22
Children’s Activities Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Blood Donor Clinic Paris Fairgrounds 2:00 PM

Brantford Has Talent Harmony Square 6:00 PM

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 7:30 PM

AUGUST 23
Yoga in the Square Harmony Square 7:15 AM

Overcomers Meeting New City Church 10:00 AM

Chess in the Square Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Social Media 101 Workshop Doug Snooks Eagle Place Comm. Centre 12:00 PM

Open Jam Night Harmony Square 7:00 PM

AUGUST 24
Excel 1 Workshop Major Ballachey School 9:00 AM

Stories & Stretches Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Skype Workshop Woodman Park Comm. Centre 5:30 PM

Bootcamp Harmony Square 6:00 PM

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 8:00 PM

Karaoke Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

AUGUST 25
Chess in the Square Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Overcomer Meeting Why Not Youth Centre 1:00 PM

Exit 36 Food Trucks Evangel Church 5:00 PM

The Mushy Peez (practice) The Rose & Thistle 6:00 PM

Outdoor Summer Concert Series Lions Park, Paris 6:30 PM

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 7:00 PM

Open Mic Jam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:30 PM

Movies in the Square (Zootopia) Harmony Square dusk

Open Jam Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

AUGUST 26
Tunes In The Park (Jericho) Victoria Park, Brantford 12:00 PM

Pumptrack Demo Tour Mt. Pleasant Park 3:00 PM

Last Friday Wake The Crawford Collective 5:00 PM

Music in the Square (B & B) Harmony Square, Brantford 7:30 PM

Movies In The Park - Star Wars the Force Awakens Lions Park, Paris dusk

Chandler Berardi performing The Rose & Thistle 8:30 PM

AUGUST 27
Sam & Robin (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 2:00 PM

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 8:30 PM

204
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Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Northridge Golf Course 1:00 PM

Why Not Youth Centre 1:00 PM

Woodman Park Community Centre 2:30 PM

Evangel Church 5:00 PM

The Rose & Thistle 6:00 PM

Lions Park, Paris 6:30 PM

New City Church 7:00 PM

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:30 PM

Harmony Square dusk

Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

Serenity Now (therapy gr.) begins - 6 wks. Grand River Comm. Health Centre 10:00 AM

Victoria Park, Brantford 12:00 PM

The Rose & Thistle 7:30 PM

Music in the Square (Mark Wilson & The Way It Is) Harmony Square 7:30 PM

Burford Comm. Centre dusk

Brant Park 7:30 AM

Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 10:00 AM

County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 10:00 AM

Brantford Music Centre 2:00 PM

Brantford Galaxy B vs. Serbian White Eagles B Lions Park, Brantford 4:00 PM

Brantford Galaxy vs. Serbian White Eagles Lions Park, Brantford 7:00 PM

The Rose & Thistle 8:30 PM

Mohawk Park 11:00 AM

Harmony Square 11:00 AM

The Rose & Thistle 7:00 PM

Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Paris Fairgrounds 2:00 PM

Harmony Square 6:00 PM

The Rose & Thistle 7:30 PM

Harmony Square 7:15 AM

New City Church 10:00 AM

Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Doug Snooks Eagle Place Comm. Centre 12:00 PM

Harmony Square 7:00 PM

Major Ballachey School 9:00 AM

Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Woodman Park Comm. Centre 5:30 PM

Harmony Square 6:00 PM

The Rose & Thistle 8:00 PM

Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Why Not Youth Centre 1:00 PM

Evangel Church 5:00 PM

The Rose & Thistle 6:00 PM

Lions Park, Paris 6:30 PM

New City Church 7:00 PM

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:30 PM

Harmony Square dusk

Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

Victoria Park, Brantford 12:00 PM

Mt. Pleasant Park 3:00 PM

The Crawford Collective 5:00 PM

Harmony Square, Brantford 7:30 PM

Movies In The Park - Star Wars the Force Awakens Lions Park, Paris dusk

The Rose & Thistle 8:30 PM

Brantford Music Centre 2:00 PM

The Rose & Thistle 8:30 PM

BarCode Take A Break 9:30 PM

AUGUST 28
Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM

Childhood Cancer Awareness Month Kickoff Harmony Square 4:00 PM

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 7:00 PM

AUGUST 29
Soup for the Soul Golf Tournament Northridge Municipal Golf Course 11:00 AM

Children’s Activities Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 7:30 PM

AUGUST 30
Yoga in the Square Harmony Square 7:15 AM

Overcomers Meeting New City Church 10:00 AM

Chess in the Square Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Open Jam Night Harmony Square 7:00 PM

AUGUST 31
Windows 10 Workshop Doug Snooks Eagle Place Comm. Centre 9:00 AM

Rotary Charity Airshow Brantford Municipal Airport 11:00 AM

Stories & Stretches Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Bootcamp Harmony Square 6:00 PM

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 8:00 PM

Karaoke Manny’s Place 10:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 01
Chess in the Square Harmony Square 12:00 PM

Overcomer Meeting Why Not Youth Centre 1:00 PM

Exit 36 Food Trucks Evangel Church 5:00 PM

The Mushy Peez (practice) The Rose & Thistle 6:00 PM

Overcomer Meeting New City Church 7:00 PM

Movies in the Square (Star Wars The Force 
Awakens)

Harmony Square dusk

Open Mic Jam Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 8:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 02
Music in the Square 
(Youth & Pearl Music Company)

Harmony Square 7:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 03
Blood Donor Clinic Branlyn Community Centre 8:30 AM

Brantford Galaxy vs. FC Ukraine united Lions Park, Brantford 7:00 PM

Totally 80’s Video Dance & Dinner Party Gunners Club 8:00 PM

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 8:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 04
Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 7:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 05
Trivia The Rose & Thistle 7:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 06
Overcomer Meeting New City Church 10:00 AM

Blood Donor Clinic Brantford & District Civic Centre 1:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 07
Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 8:00 PM

Martial Arts Amateur Athletes Fund

HALLOWEEN 
DINNER 
DANCE 
SILENT 
 AUCTION

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15 
 AT 6:30PM

LOCATION: Dunsdon Legion 
 (9 Tollgate Rd., Brantford, ON)

COST: $25 per person (Cash Bar)

ITINERARY
•	 Dinner: 7:00 - 9:00PM
• Dance: 9:00PM
• Auction: 6:30 - Midnight

COSTUMES ARE OPTIONAL  
BUT PREFERRED

TO PuRChASE TICkETS 
Call 519-754-5425

All proceeds are to assist local amateur athletes in 
attending the ICOMA World Championships

WE WOULD LOVE 
TO SEE YOU THERE!

204
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WORKPLACE 
EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE PLANS 
Why is it important to promote and support the 
morale of your employees?  Because unhappy 
workers cost your organization money. It’s true!

Unhappy workers lose sleep, which costs your 
organization in productivity levels and sick 
time. They don’t support your organization’s 
goals, which can lower your sales profits. 
Worst of all, they will leave your organization, 
taking with them valuable knowledge of your 
organization and costing significant financial 
and time resources to recruit and train their 
replacement(s).

So, how do you keep your workers happy?  
While not every company can compete with 
organizations like Google, believe me, it’s not 
as hard or expensive as you may think. In fact, a 
small investment in your employees may reap 
great profits for your organization.

Some examples of employee support:

- Thank them for their commitment to the 
organization-a simple letter acknowledging 
years of service can be encouraging to 
workers.  Summer BBQs or Christmas parties 
can be really fun!

- Promote a workplace that is free from 
harassment and violence, and utilize 
respectful conversation practices.

- Investigate any concerns raised by 
employees in a prompt, courteous manner.

- Provide a way for employees to have input 
into your organizations goals and future, such 
as workplace committees or focus groups.

- Provide reimbursement for education or 
training if they take courses and can apply the 

lessons to your workplace, either for career 
advancement or skills upgrading for the 
current job.

- If possible, allow for flexible scheduling to 
help your employees with child or eldercare.

- Support involvement in community events 
(charity runs, golf tournaments, etc.). 
By sponsoring your team with supplies 
such as shirts you can also promote your 
organization.

- Or you could o�er to reimburse part of their 
membership costs for things like fitness clubs 
or community organizations, or partner with 
other businesses to o�er discounted services.

The next time you see a magazine touting “the 
Top Managed Companies”, check out the article. 
You might just be surprised at the easy and 
inexpensive ideas companies use to get on that 
list! 

 Kissinger HR Services
519-755-9254

www.kissingerhrservices.com

THRIFT, VALUE... AND 
KEEPING IT LOCAL!
THE CLOSET DOOR IS 
“SHOPPING WITH PURPOSE!”
Thrift shopping is a great way to shop and allows 
for more creativity with your fashion choices. 
While thrift items can be found at other stores, 
The Closet Door o�ers up-to-date, in style trends. 
The clothes are also sorted by hand and carefully 
selected for you so you’re not searching through 
apparel that can be downright eyesores. We’ll help 
bring your fashion to life in a contemporary way. 
For some, this may mean simply adding the right 
accessories; for others it could mean completely 
reconstructing their garment with shears and a 
trusty Singer. Either way, thrifting can allow one to 
do more than mindlessly mimic what one sees on 
the display-window mannequin, by providing more 
varied and interesting materials as inspiration.

We are the store that keeps on gifting, as our 
monthly proceeds go to gift local cancer patients 
in Brantford. Last month, we were able to gift two 
cancer care patients with an all-inclusive trip 
to Niagara Falls. Plus we gave a gift box loaded 
with Arbonne GLO that was packed with health 
and nurture items for all the cancer care Nurses, 
Doctors, and Volunteers at the clinic! 

The Closet Door is locally owned by myself in 
loving memory of my mom, Diane Hunt. My mom 
passed away on May 11, 1996 at the age of 53, and 
it has become my passion to gift others who have 
been impacted by cancer. We also have the ultimate 
gift coming up for the patients in September that 
will be featured in next month’s issue. We are a 

thrift store that runs on community in style and 
brand name clothing from teen and up and operate 
everyday through the week, except Mondays! And 
you can also find us on Facebook too!

In short, thrifting is more environmentally and 
socially responsible, and personally rewarding. 
So what are you waiting for? The Closet Door is 
located here in Brantford’s beautifully restored 
Artisan Village on 111 Sherwood Drive; home of 
many local stores and shops. 

The Closet Door
111 Sherwood Drive

519-771-8954
facebook.com/TammyJeanene

HUMAN RESOURCES

FASHION

KATHRYN KISSINGER

TAMMY HUNT-EECHAUTE

WORKPLACE SAFETY 
FOR YOUTH: A 
PARENTS ROLE
The workforce is increasingly more 
competitive for youth and they are eager 
to jump in with both feet. That excitement 
of earning their first pay cheque can cloud 
a young person’s judgement. According to 
Ontario Ministry of Labour statistics, 15 
young people between the ages of 15 and 24 
were fatally injured in Ontario workplaces 
between 2009 and 2014. Young workers 
are three times more likely to be injured 
during their first month on the job. 

With many youth in summer jobs, it makes 
sense to have a conversation about the 
issue of safety on the job. Youth need to ask 
the right questions about the work they are 
asked to do. They need to know both their 
rights at work and also responsibilities. 
Parents need to be “in the know” when 
it comes to a child’s employment 
situation. Ask questions about the job 
and if anything seems irregular further 
enquiry may be necessary. Ask the 
youth if health and safety training was 
provided before starting the position. Ask 
questions about the use of equipment. 
Are there proper guards to prevent hands 
and fingers from slipping into sharp 
objects? Are they working around moving 
objects like forklifts? Is there anything 
dangerous that can cause injury? Does 
the employer (company/supervisor) 
take safety seriously? Does your child 
feel comfortable talking with superiors 

about something that makes him/her feel 
unsafe? Have they ever been asked to do 
something they believed was unsafe? 

Under the Occupational Health and Safety 
Act every worker has three basic rights: to 
know the hazards of the job, to participate 
in health and safety training, and to refuse 
unsafe work. Start the conversation with 
your children when they start their first 
job, and keep that conversation going.

Samantha Russell, Employment Specialist
Community Employment Service

Community Employment Service
519-751-HELP

info@crs-help.ca
www.CommunityEmploymentService.ca

EMPLOYMENT

SAMANTHA RUSSELL

Great advice from your neighbourhood experts!

WHAT A TRULY 
INDEPENDENT PAINT 
STORE MEANS TO YOU
When you come into our store you will quickly see that 
we are di�erent from every other paint store. We are 
neither a box store, even though our building may have 
that commercial/industrial look, nor a corporate store 
or franchise. We are a truly independent paint store. 
We are not under any corporate umbrella or dictated to 
sell a particular line of paint or product.

When you come to our store…

1. You are at the paint department.
When you enter, you are greeted immediately to show 
that you are valuable to us and that we care that you 
are here. We do not have any button to press to page an 
associate. You also won’t experience constant annoying 
pages for an associate to help someone at a particular 
location. We promise to always have employees 
available so you won’t have to go searching for someone 
to help you.
 
2. You will always see the same faces.
Our great sta� will be here every time. This allows 
us to help you with every project you are working on 
from beginning to end. There will be no need to have 
to explain over and over to each new person who 
helps you. We are amazing at remembering your paint 
history. This familiarity turns into relationships where 
we know you and what you have accomplished.

3. You will find a wider variety of products.
Box stores and “chain stores” only carry products 
that move quickly. If it doesn’t sell, they discount it 
and never carry it again. When you need a particular 
product or have a particular situation, more often 
than not, we have the specialty products to help you 

save money and time to get your job done right the 
first time. Our specialty services that set us apart from 
other paint stores include carrying out product to 
your vehicle, custom paint matching, custom colour 
creation (making a colour lighter than this one but 
darker than that one), custom stain matching, custom 
stain colour creation, expert advice on how to prepare 
and apply all our products, and customer service with 
every purchase. Guaranteed.

It’s worth supporting local business by buying 
from local businesses. 

The Colour Shoppe Inc.
41 Morton Ave. East

519-753-3406
colourshoppeinc.com

HOME

CHRIS SCHMIDT
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BUSINESS COACHING

COMMUNICATIONS

HAPPIER PHONE 
CALLS 
 
Have you ever received a sales call or called 
for support and you just know the person on 
the other side of the call does not want to talk?  
Conversely, have you had the same call with 
someone who was upbeat and happy to talk?  
Which one, did you as a customer, have a better 
experience with?  If you were the person on the 
other end of the call, which person would you 
rather be?

It’s easy to say we would prefer to talk to the 
happy person and very likely had a better 
experience with them.  It’s also easy to say that 
if we were in that role, we would prefer to be the 
happy person and provide a better experience 
for our customers.  But let’s be honest;  if you 
are on the phone a lot, sometimes you just don’t 
want to be on the phone anymore.  Be that from 
boredom or tiredness or frustration.  That’s 
ok, except that many times you still have to do 
answer the phone or make another call.  From 
your own experience as a customer, you know 
that if you let those negative feelings into your 
voice, the person on the other end can tell, and 
probably won’t be as willing to talk.  

I have learned some tricks from my customers 
who use the phone as a part of their job that 
helps keep their mood light, and makes them 
very pleasant to deal with (even accounts 
receivable...).

If you keep some nice pictures as a desktop 
background or around your desk, you’ll be 
reminded of happier things and keep your 

spirits up.  These can be family pictures, pet 
pictures, vacation pictures, or pictures of places 
you’d like to go to.  Anything that will put a smile 
on your face.

Another trick is to keep a mirror by your phone.  
If you can see yourself, then you will be more 
aware of your mood, and hopefully this reminds 
you to smile before picking up the phone.  Even 
forcing yourself to smile helps more than just 
not smiling at all.

Remember, happier phone calls make for 
happier customers. :) 
 

Cozzmic Communications
519.756.0741

www.COZZMIC.com
facebook.com/cozzmicphone

BUILDING A BETTER 
BUSINESS 
A business with a clear purpose, combined with  
a few core values that are upheld in an authentic 
way is a powerful force.  When the “why are we 
in business?” is clear it sets direction and gives 
the business meaning. Key values are integral 
to fulfill the purpose in a way that feels really 
great and will build the foundation of a solid 
organization. 

Values impact a business in three major ways:

1. Decision-Making – Values inform your 
decision-making in a very important way 
that goes beyond logic and reason. Values 
will help you take that leap of faith when you 
need to and will guide you to make the tough 
decisions through your fears. 

2.  Accountability – Values anchor your 
behaviour accountability. When we hold one 
another accountable to behaviours that are 
aligned with our values this creates room 
for meaningful discussions and thoughtful 
conversations. Ultimately this creates a 
life-nurturing environment where everyone 
is encouraged and supported to work at being 
their best with room to grow.

3.  Attraction – Established values  in an 
organization attract customers, colleagues 
and business partners.  This is what makes 
companies stand out from the crowd and 
connects people to on another, ultimately 
growing your business in a way that feels 
authentic.

You know you have collectively chosen the right 
values when a group of people have a visceral 
reaction. I have seen people jump out of their 
chairs, stand up or say “YES!” with a fist pump. 
Values are what make each business unique. 
Decide on yours, integrate it into your business, 
lean into them and GO! 

Annyse Balkwill
Owner/Consultant

The LuminUS Group
905-599-1227

www.luminusgroup.ca

ROB SIMMONS

ANNYSE BALKWILL

BScene is proud to o�er advice from local experts for issues important to you. 
The advice provided is that of the participant and is not endorsed, nor does it 
necessarily reflect the opinion of BScene.
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EVAN ROBERSTON

@evangoesonline

As the Brantford Public Library continues to evolve 
to serve the needs of its community, technology 
is playing an ever increasing role in library 

programming and resources o�ered to the community. 
“It’s more of a community centre, creative centre, a 
community hub, not just a building full of books.” Says 
James Clark, Marketing Manager for the library.   

A closer look at our local library reveals a changing 
institution with technology at the forefront of its 
mission.  Beyond the books is a new digital dimension 
of the library, with books being o�ered alongside things 
such as 3D printing, robotic programming, and audio 
visual production equipment.  This new hardware, 
software, and library programming, events, and activities 
all come together to form what is known as Makerspace.  
Makerspace is a newer undertaking by the Brantford 
Public Library, influenced by the success of other 
local libraries in creating their own similar concepts.  
Inspired by the Innisfil Public Library, an early adopter 
of the concepts behind Makerspace, the Brantford 
Public Library now joins other libraries in Kitchener, 
Oakville, Hamilton and other cities and towns in o�ering 
visitors a chance to learn, share ideas, be creative, and 
most importantly, make.  Although influenced by other 
libraries, all communities are unique and the Brantford 
Public Library’s Makerspace is guided by customer 

feedback and input.

More than just a collection of free to use equipment, 
Makerspace is an exercise in public creativity and 
collaboration, accessible, and open to everyone in 
Brantford.  Removing financial and other barriers 
ensures access to resources and learning opportunities 
that may not have been available otherwise.  Much 
like the public availability of books and other printed 
materials increases literacy levels, so too does this newly 
added part of the library’s collection.  Tom Bentley, the 
library’s Information Solutions Coordinator calls this 
“Bridging the digital literacy divide.”  

Along with creating their own projects, library visitors 
can participate in structured, instructor led classes and 
activities.  Check out http://brantford.library.on.ca/
events for a list of everything that’s happening at the 
library.

Makerspace has been positively received by the 
community and continues to see an increase in use as 
public awareness of this great community resource 
rises.  As part of a public outreach program, library 
sta� visited 26 local schools, reaching a total of 7,234 
students and teachers.  Makerspace has opened the 
door to partnership opportunities in the community.  
Local architect Saas Faraj instructed two programs on 
3D design software, while Professor Scott Nicholson 
and Librarian Michele Goodridge from Wilfrid Laurier 
University’s Brantford campus have partnered with the 
library on several game related programs.

A free to use 3D printer, video camera, microphone, 
instruments, green screen, professional caliber design 
software, a sewing machine and much more awaits 
library visitors. A trip to the library can be more than 
just a chance to pick up a book or read a magazine.  No 
expertise or previous experience is needed to try what’s 
available at Makerspace or join the related activities, 
classes and events.  Stop by your local library and try 
something new; see how it has evolved into a modern, 
future focused public resource, which is well positioned 
to respond to the needs of the community today, 
tomorrow, and beyond.

BSCENE TECH SCENE
BEYOND BOOKS:  
LIBRARY SEES DIGITAL AS WAY FORWARD
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Well, it’s time for me to move on Brantford. I 
can’t tell you how much pleasure it has been 
writing for you over these past two years 

as your comedy columnist.  Providing you with live 
comedy show locations, feedback about the shows, 
sharing my unique photographs of the talent, describing 
the venues good and/or bad, educating about the 
insights of comedy, sharing comedy’s health benefits, 
explaining heckling, and of course, highlighting our 
local comedians. I intended to educate you about the 
‘scene’ in every way possible and have researched each 
topic to the best of my ability. In doing so, I’ve met some 
incredibly helpful people that life has ever o�ered. 
Their ideas were shared with me, topic suggestions, 
and business ideas for me to succeed in this world of 
photography and comedy. Overwhelming support, and I 
already miss you terribly.

Two years ago, 
our little city 
had one packed 
weekly show, 
and today there 
are at least 20 
free shows each 
month. I knew we 

liked live comedy, 
but that’s an incredible increase! Newest to this list is 
Robert Beckham’s Belly La�s show starting at 8:30pm 
on August 17th at the Starving Artist. He’ll be bringing 
you local amateur talent every other Wednesday night. 
Check out what he’s doing and o�er your support. What 
I really mean is: Robert is bringing a new comedy show 
to town and he would love to see you there! Go have 
some fun, bring your friends, share some laughs and 
enjoy yourself. LOL. This is partially why I enjoy writing 
this monthly column. I get to hear what’s going on and 
let you know so YOU can go have some fun too.

What’s next for me? Well, I’m glad you asked! I’ll 
be attending the Just For Laughs Festival this year 
shooting the best comedians in the world. Super 
exciting. To view my work, please visit my website  
www.backoftheroom.ca. My focus is Canadian talent, 
(always has been) because we o�er top-notch, side 
splitting stand-up comedians and we are second to 
none!

Thank you so much 
for reading, attending, 
and enjoying live 
comedy. My readership 
support has been 
overwhelming 
too. People often 
mentioned they looked 
forward to my column and those memories will always 
make me smile.

All this happened to me because of Joshua Wall, for his 
courage to ask me to write this column. Without his 
idea and support, I would not be here with you. You’ve 
changed my life for the better Joshua and I love you for 
it.

Why am I leaving? Well it’s not because I don’t like 

comedy anymore. LOL. I moved away from Brantford 
recently and just can’t keep up with the local scene. It 
does make me very sad to leave because there are so 
many wonderful and helpful people to network with. 
There are too many people to list but they range from 
all levels of comedians, venue owners, photographers, 
and website support. Maybe I’ll join another local paper 
and try to build another awesome comedy network, 
wherever that may be.

So for the last time my loyal 
friends, I am signing o�... 
heartbroken, yet very grateful 
for all we’ve accomplished 
together. 

Thank you, good night, I love 
you all!

Photo credits: © Back of the Room
www.backoftheroom.ca

Luvern on Laughs
LUVERN MORNIN

backoftheroomphotography
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 shannonhugmanastrology.com 
LEO: This is your time to shine. Soak up the sun, feel proud of the 
person you are and celebrate!

CANCER: This is a month of owning your self worth. Set new 
standards for yourself and be willing to receive. Self care will go 
far this month.

GEMINI: This is a month of becoming aware of your attitudes. 
Does your mindset support you? Or does it break you down? 
First become aware of what you are thinking on a regular basis. 
Choose thoughts that leave you feeling good.

TAURUS: This month is about finding security. You may be 
tempted to search outside yourself for security, however true 
stability will come from centering within yourself. Take life 
moment by moment.

ARIES: Follow your heart. Get creative and connect with your 
inner artist. The potential for fun is high. Open your heart and 
new opportunities will unfold. 

PISCES: This month is teaching you to love your body. Your 
body does so much for you, however it’s often taken for granted. 
Notice what makes your body feel good and commit to those 
routines.

AQUARIUS: This month partnership is a major theme. Crucial to 
realize that the longest relationship you will ever be in is the one 
with yourself. Recommit to you and all relationships will benefit.

CAPRICORN: Life is asking you to embrace the unknown this 
month. You like having a set plan so this may feel uncomfortable. 
Life wants you to expand into new terrritory, it’s safe to leave 
behind the old.

SAGITTARIUS: Breathe in the potential. Whole new worlds are 
opening up for you; and your job is to believe in yourself. Notice 
ideas, inspirations or plans that excite you. 

SCORPIO: What impact are you having on the world? What legacy 
are you leaving behind? These are all questions to reflect on this 
month. You are powerful and all you have to do is choose what to 
focus on. 

LIBRA: New people, communities and groups of people will come 
into your life this month. Be open to new connections and allow 
old ones to be released. 

VIRGO: You love to be practical and understand what’s coming 
next. However this is an unclear time; and that’s ok! Life picks up 
next  month. As for now, enjoy the ride. Be gentle with yourself, 
rest as much as possible and pay attention to your dreams. 

Looking for even deeper insight?
Shannon is available for personal readings.

HOROSCOPES

already miss you terribly.

THANK YOU, AND GOOD 
NIGHT! I LOVE YOU ALL!

Robert Beckham
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Getting Left of Centre This Summer

Looking for fun, original, live theatre family entertainment this 
summer with a cute little dog that turns into a human, mixed up 
fairy tales and puppets? With a special focus on youth this year, 

ICHTHYS Theatre is again hosting The Left of Centre Festival (LOCF) 
at The Friendship House, in Brantford, August 26 and 27 at 7 pm and 
Sunday August 28 at 2 pm.

The family, youth theme was chosen for the Festival this year to tie 
in with ICHTHYS Summer Theatre Day Camp, which unfortunately 
was cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances. ICHTHYS’ s Lorna 
Stratton says they are planning to launch the camp next year.  

The LOCF will be going full force however with two original plays full 
of laughter and silliness and music and everything the whole family 
will love. Rehearsals are in full swing and both plays would like to thank 
First Baptist Church on West Street for rehearsal space. 

The LOCF was started four years ago and has changed venues three 
times. It was originally co-hosted by ICHTHYS and the now absolved 
Absent Minded Productions as an outlet for the talents that would have 
performed at the Cobblestone Festival in Paris, ON, which folded in 
2012. 

The LOCF originally hosted four one act plays over two weekends and 
now hosts two plays over one weekend. Last year it was three plays.

The Festival o�ers local playwrights the opportunity to showcase their 
original works. Plays are submitted in May and chosen by a committee. 
ICHTHYS arranges the venue, stage, curtains, sound, insurance, 
publicity, tickets, and concession and pays up to $200.00 in expenses 
for each play. There is no stage lighting at this year’s venue, but it makes 
for a more intimate atmosphere with the audience. Each submitter is 
responsible for arranging their rehearsal venue, cast and crew.

RUFFly SPEAKING
First up at the Left of 
Centre Festival this year 
is RUFFly SPEAKING, a 
One Act 30-minute play 
written by BScene writer 
and photographer Sandra L. 
Anderson.

If your dog had a wish, what 
would it be? If she could 
speak, what would she say? 
Terri is a little Yorkshire 

Terrier who lives with Marj 
and her teenage son Alex. 

Alex is generally not a happy 
camper, but after some ancient magic turns Terri into a human, hilarity 
ensues and Terri is able to tell Alex a few things he may not know. 

RUFFly Speaking features five seasoned local actors and a rather 
unique canine. 

Sandy Anderson wanted to 
write a play for her dog Lily 
ever since her first local theatre 
experience with Paris Performers 
GODSPELL in 2012. During 
rehearsals Lily would come up 
and hang out with the cast as they 
were going through scenes until 
the Director declared, “I’m going 
to cast the dog!” Anderson has 
acted in approximately a dozen 
productions by Brantford and 
Brant County theatre groups and 
Lily has been cast in half of them. 
She tends to impress the directors 
with her stage presence and facial 
expressions and never argues 
with them. Lily is a Yorkshire 
Terrier with some Chihuahua in 
her ancestry from a grandparent. 
She will be 9 years old in October. 
Jamie Reansbury of Waterford, 
says she is, “very excited to play Lily as a human.” Reansbury brings a 
delightful exuberance and enthusiasm to the role. The teen boys are 
played by Cooper Bilton as Alex and Drew Atkins as Logan. Atkins 
has some professional television and voice work in his acting resume. 
Anderson and April Graham round out the cast as Marj and Vi. 
Although Anderson is directing a show she also wrote and is acting in, 
she has a wonderful stage manager in Darlene Murphy and has advisors 
helping with the directing. “Directing yourself is like editing your own 
writing…it’s a challenge,” she says. It is also a challenge interviewing 
yourself for your own column. Anderson couldn’t be more pleased with 
her cast. She feels that the way these people bring her words to life is a 
“real rush.”

DREAMS COME TRUE
After a brief Vignette prepared by ICHTHYS Theatre’s Alissa Cooper 
during a 15 to 20 minute intermission, Whimsical Players is excited to 
present DREAMS COME TRUE for this years LOCF, an original play 
written by Duncan Graham and Mackenzie Kett-VanEde–A delightful 
show that includes both live actors and puppets. Everyone loves 
fairytales and the characters that go along with them, but what happens 
when they accidentally get jumbled up? When the absentminded Fairy 
Godmother, played by April Graham, drops the big book of fairytales, 
she has a little bit of trouble getting the pages back in order. This finds 
all of our beloved characters mixed up in each other’s stories. Will 
Cinderella get to the ball? Will Snow White ever find her Prince? And 
will Hansel and Gretel ever find their way out of the forest? Hopefully 
with a little bit of magic the Fairy Godmother can fix everything back to 
the way it was and everyone will live happily ever after. 

This is the first play Duncan Graham has ever both written and 
directed. It was originally written as a puppet show, but then live 

actors were added. What he describes as a “quick version” of the play 
was performed at an Elementary School in St Catharines in June with 
great response from the kids. Duncan Graham currently resides in St 
Catharines, but grew up in Brantford and has family here.

“We really liked the idea of the interaction between humans and 
puppets,” says Graham. He adds, “When it came to the story, I liked the 
idea of jumbling up all the fairy tales rather than just picking one.”
DREAMS COME TRUE and its cast of 10, includes puppeteers and 
fairy tale favourites. There is humour and singing and dancing with 

original music and lyrics by April Graham. 

Whimsical Players is a new theatre group founded by Meghan Graham 
and Jessica Crowley. With a focus on family entertainment, their 
inaugural production was Beauty and the Beast, stage adaption by 
Vera Morris, presented in Brantford at the TB Costain/SC Johnson in 
February 2016. DREAMS COME TRUE has been shortened to a One 
Act Play for the LOCF, but Whimsical Players is planning to launch a 
full stage version at the Sydenham United Church in Brantford early 
December this year.

The Left of Centre Festival 2016 presented by ICHTHYS Theatre 
is especially for kids and features RUFFly SPEAKING By Sandra 
L. Anderson and DREAMS COME TRUE By Duncan Graham and 
Whimsical Players. Be sure to be seen at The Friendship House, 452 
Grey St., Brantford, ON, August 26 and 27 at 7 pm and August 28 at 2 
pm. Tickets are Adults, $10.00, Children, $5.00, available at the door, 
by telephone reservation or online with ONStage Direct. Contact 
ICHTHYS at Phone: 519-751-5411, www.ichthystheatre.ca

SANDRA ON SCENE of Centre 
Festival

of Centre of Centre Leftof Centre of Centre LeftLeft
ICHTHYS Theatre 

Presents

2016

RUFFly 
SPEAKING 

By Sandra L. 
Anderson

What would your dog 

wish for? 
What would your dog 

What would your dog 

wish for?

Tickets  
Adults - $10 
Children - $5 

Phone: 519-751-5411 
Online: www.ichthystheatre.ca 

Dreams Come True 
By Duncan GrahamBy Duncan Graham

Once  

Upon  

A Time 

… O
ops! 

Especially for  KIDS!

Online: www.ichthystheatre.ca 

August 26 & 27 - 7pm 
August 28 - 2pm 
Friendship House  

452 Grey St., Brantford 

RUFFly SPEAKING Cast: From left: Lily, Sandra 
L. Anderson, April Graham, Back: Jamie 
Reansbury, Drew Atkins and Cooper Bilton. Kaitlin Pollock as Cinderella and the wicked step sisters and their mother played 

by Brittany Ciolko, Keith Chambers and Meghan Graham in DREAMS COME TRUE. 
The puppets are Hansel and Gretel operated by the play’s writer and director 
Duncan Graham.

The Canine and her human equivalent: 
Jamie Reansbury plays Therese, the 
human version of Terri, played by Lily.

In DREAMS COME TRUE, The Queen by Kristan Hie-Mcbride, Prince by Ralph Tutin 
April Graham as the Fairy Godmother and Jessica Crowley as Snow White.
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By the turn of the 20th-century the 
business leaders of Brantford had 
transformed the City into an industrial 

powerhouse. As the 19th-century came to a 
close Brantford was number three in Canada 

in manufacturing 
output exported, 
surpassed only 
by Montreal and 
Toronto. The earliest 
manufacturing 
industry in what is 
now Brantford was 
shoemaking. Arunah 
Huntington and W.D. 
Dutton both started 

their shoemaking businesses in 1819.

The population of the City in 1901 was 16,685. 
Brantford was the thirteenth largest city in the 
country. A number of factors contributed to 
Brantford’s rise to industrial prominence.

1. For reasons not clearly understood, every 
era develops hot spots for entrepreneurs, 
e.g. Silicon Valley. During the 19th-
century as the industrial revolution took 
hold in North America, Brantford was 
an entrepreneurial magnet. When new 
technologies are introduced, barriers to 
entry are low and anyone with an idea 
and some money can start a business to 
exploit the technology. Many of these 
‘idea’ people landed in Brantford.

2. Transportation. Brantford was a quiet 
inland village that was arduous to reach 
by road, so trade was local. Ambitious and 
driven people recognised that the Grand 
River could be made into a waterway 
to provide cheap and easy access to 
the Grand Lakes and the Erie Canal. 
Brantford thus became an important 
grain and farm produce distribution 
centre. The commerce that the canal 
created led to the early building of the 
railway to Brantford, a more reliable 
method of transportation that operated 
year round. Brantford no longer was 
constrained by poor road transportation.

3. Capital. Many of the businesses that 
started or moved to Brantford were able 

to secure financing locally. The merchant 
class, established in the early days of the 
village, created a pool of locally available 
capital. These capitalists, today we call 
them venture capitalists, wanted the 
town to grow. Growth was good for their 
businesses. The returns on providing 
financing were also lucrative to the 
financiers. This class was led by Ignatius 
Cockshutt.

4. City Council. The City Council was 
populated with successful businessmen. 
As a consequence, the Council took 
an aggressive stance in encouraging 
new industries to establish operations 
in Brantford through preferential tax 
treatment and bonuses paid to companies 
to locate here.

5. Marketing.  Marketing in the 
19th-century was accomplished by 
demonstrating the prosperity of the 
community. Public buildings were 
elegant and substantial, e.g. the County 
Courthouse. City services were also 
developed: fire protection, street 
cars, library, water works, gas works, 
electricity, and a hospital. Brantford had 
everything you would expect in the old 
country or large North American cities.

In 1901 there were 45 manufacturing 
businesses in the City. Farm implements 
and machinery factories were the largest 
employers but there were also woodworking 
factories, foundries, woollen and cotton mills, 
pickle and biscuit factories, binder twine 
makers, carriage builders, distillers and 
vintners, saddlers, flouring mills, and packing 
houses. Farm implements output represented 
about a third of all industrial shipments.

Railways were the drivers of the industrial 
revolution, helping to get manufactured goods 
to market. Three railways served the City, 
the Grand Trunk Railway (1854), with direct 
connections to Bu�alo via the International 
Railway Bridge, the Toronto, Hamilton, & 
Bu�alo Railway (1894), with its connection 
to the Michigan Central Railway system at 
Waterford, and the Lake Erie & Northern 
Railway (1916) connecting Brantford to Port 
Dover and the Canadian Pacific Railway 
mainline in Galt. In 1905 the Grand Truck 
Railway diverted its main line to run through 
Brantford, rather than Harrisburg, and built a 
new train station that operates to this day. An 
electric radial railway line to Hamilton opened 
in 1908. 25 passenger trains a day passed 
through Brantford in 1901.

In 1902 the cornerstone of the new public 
library was laid. The library opened in 1904. 
The first locally owned automobiles appeared 
in 1903. Movies started to be shown at the 
Theatorium in 1906.

Notable manufacturing and commercial 
enterprises operating in Brantford in 1901:

Brantford Packing Company - meat packing.

Cockshutt Plow Company - farm implements.

Adams Wagon Company - wagons and carts.

Waterous Engine Works - steam engines, 
boilers, saw-mill machinery, road rollers, 
rock crushers, fire engines, and pulp making 
machinery.

Mickle, Dyment & Son - lumber - lath, 
shingles, sash, doors, blinds, and other 
building supplies.

Snow Drift Company - baking supplies, 
spices, and co�ee.

Massey-Harris Company - farm implements.

Brantford Starch Works - culinary and 
laundry starches.

Brant Roller Mills - flour mill.

Goold, Shapley & Muir Company - wind 
mills, iron and wood pumps, and bee keepers’ 
supplies.

Slingsby Manufacturing Company - bed and 
horse blankets, flannel sheetings, and yarns. 
Dean Braund’s Ardency Corporation operates 
out this mill building today on Grand River 
Ave.

Schultz Brothers Company - construction, 
box-making, and washing machines.

Mathew K. Hallaron and H.B. Gardner - 
cigars.

J.S. Hamilton & Company and Pelee Island 
Wine and Vineyards Company - wine.

Brantford Box Company - cigar boxes and 
paper boxes.

Canada Cycle and Motor Company (CCM) - 
bicycles.

Scarfe & Company - varnishes and shellacs.

Turnbull, Howard & Company - hardware. 
Located on the corner of King and Colborne 
Streets, the current location of The Crawford 
Collective.

Fleming’s Restaurant - the present location of 
Brant Stereo on Market Street.

A LOOK BACK
The Dawn of the 
20th Century

A R E Y O U R E A D Y F O R S O M E F O O T B A L L ?
PASSION, DETERMINATION, INTEGRITY. BISONS NEVER QUIT!

YOU CAN NOW REGISTER ONLINE FOR ALL 2016 SEASONS!
Go to: www.leaguelineup.com/brantfordbisons

• Family multi-player discounts available • Financial assistance available to those who qualiFy
For more inFo contact: reg.brantfordbisons@gmail.com

Turnbull, Howard & Company Hardware

Arunah Huntingdon

Fleming’s RestaurantSlingsby Manufacturing Mill

Grand Trunk Railway Station, before present rail station was built
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BSCENE MUSIC SCENE

DANA DOTCHIN

It’s hard to believe that it has been a full year since my first article with BScene was published. 
What an amazing ride this past year has been and I’m excited to see what’s in store for me 
in the next year! Looking back on the great musical talent I have had the opportunity to 

write about still puts me in awe. The amazing, multi-faceted musicians, singer/songwriters, 
performance based music, and notable talent spread throughout Brant county still blows my 
mind.

Many if not all of the interviews I have done over the past year have stood out in my mind. 
Recalling my first with the band Bad Reed was an experience all on its own. The atmosphere 
couldn’t have been more fitting in the backyard on a warm summer evening at the home of lead 
vocalist Sydney Solazzo. The band and I got right to it. Here is just a glimpse of our conversation.

BAD REED

“We spun around the table talking about musical influences that 
included Frank Zappa among others for Sollazzo, but as all 4 members 
of the band agree Frank Zappa and his ambition to have free speech 
in songs and writing was something that is truly respected by this 
Band. Sollazzo pointing out that “lyrics can be misunderstood, lyrics 
can have a meaning to the artist, and not the same to the listener, 
the audience is not involved in the mechanics of music, they either 
identify and like it or they don’t”, or as Sharpe said “maybe not even 
just that, even identifying with the ri� or why these songs are put 
out there.” Both Walker and Sollaazo referenced Amy Winehouse’s 
‘Letters to a Friend.’ ”The process is personal.”

Caleb Turgeon

I thought about the first time I met Caleb Turgeon. 
The passion that radiates from this soul filled singer/
songwriter and musician was amazing. Meeting up 
at the Starving Artist, I was treated to an amazing 
conversation and some first-hand live performance as 
be belted out of few lyrics just to show me what he’s 
made of.

Turgeon recorded his first EP at the age of 19, entitled 
Sidewalk Confessions, featuring Holding On, and is a strong and powerful song of life and 
missions. He was excited to again have the opportunity to work closely with Jesse Hildebrand 
of London to produce his next album. With original songs in the works, he “keeps his eyes on the 
horizon and development plans in forethought, having larger goals in mind.”

Logan Staats has been a big musical and inspirational influence, “showing support for me moving 
forward, and always giving me that encouragement” Turgeon says. He is definitely going to go 
in that direction as well, not only following the lead, but taking that and going beyond it. “He has 
been to my shows, and his support is solid, I can be the best version of me, with steady e�orts,” he 
said with a humble confidence.”

Logan Staats

And how could Logan Staats not be an inspiration 
to anyone? I remember trekking out to his studio. 
I couldn’t have imagined a more welcoming down 
to earth soul, with a heart as big as his voice 
and talent that compares to few out there. His 
intriguing sense of style and self was evident in our 
interview, talking about more than just the music, 
Logan and I talked about values, traditions and how 

that all comes through in his music. I loved this part of our talk, and I still think about that day.

I asked Staats point blank “If 5 years from now some band is in a bar covering your song ‘What 
you Love,’ what would you say and how would you expect them to perform it?” His response was 
simply this: “when I cover music, there are a lot of songs that hit home for me, but I always try 
to put my own twist on it, so I would encourage whomever is covering it to embrace what it is 
and feel free to make it your own.” Not surprising from this humble artist who values coming 
home from being on the road to his daughter and family. “They bring me back to being a ‘normal’ 
person. Coming home to the reservation helps me reset my paramount.”

Nation to nation, reservation to reservation, Logan Staats is having his music played and heard. 
This guy is fascinating, from his vagabond videos about his travels, most recently to Old Montreal 
to his grass roots culture. Painstakingly written lyrics for songs, this new album only 4 tracks in 
so far will be a compilation of much; whether it be Love, Loss or Desperation… he’s got it covered.

Evan Champagne

Champagne anyone? Well I was referring to Evan 
Champagne. Our telephone interview was like no other. 
We spent much of the interview laughing and carrying 
on, talking about Champagne’s creative ways. It was 
funny to wake up to a “Tweet” by Champagne talking 
of how our interview was a riot! Here is a snippet of the 
fun we had.

When an artist can pick up a guitar and not only use it 
as a string instrument but redefine its purpose into a 
percussion instrument, you have to wonder what else 
this creative and musical magician has in store.

Taking a moment with Evan Champagne turned out to be more than just an interview about his 

ONE YEAR LATER
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vast music compilations, but more of a story about the trek through his own personal musical 
journey. Jumping right into the true nature of his style, he spoke of how the longevity of singer/
songwriter and percussion master, Phil Collins, in the Genesis years, had an impact. All the way 
to how Adele, with her authentic soul, has garnered a following through the depth of her voice 
and persona. Speaking of how these influences are unlike so many pop artists who aren’t writing 
their own material, but instead are singing songs written by corporations for the masses. “Much 
of pop music today, it’s like listening to a massive karaoke contest.  Who can sing the best version 
of a song that some soul-less conglomerate had a team of writers create, with profit as the main 
goal rather than heart.” “The good news is, I think that’s changing as people are beginning to 
crave authentic song writing from a real artist and their journey; complete with real instruments 
rather than tones generated from a hard drive. The key word here is: real.” 

Benjamin Dakota Rogers

Coming across Benjamin Dakota Rogers, was like 
striking gold in the hayfield of his family homestead 
farm in Mount Pleasant. This young and talented 
musician also lends his creativity to more than just 
musical arts. We dove deep into our conversation 
over tea and co�ee at the Brown Dog in Paris. I 
have to say I wasn’t expecting the depth of how the 
interview went. I was intrigued by his ‘old Soul’ 
and his accomplishments at such a young age. If 
you have a chance, dig through our BScene online 
archives and read for yourself! Here is just a taste.

This 19 year old multi-talented musician, singer/
songwriter has more than a few tricks up his sleeve 
when it comes to getting the attention of fans, 
fellow musicians and festival goers.

Growing up just minutes outside of Brantford on a small hobby farm in Mount Pleasant, 
Benjamin started at a young age honing his artistic talents, not limited to just music. At the age 
of six, he inherited his great, great grandfather’s violin, saying with a smile that “the instrument 
actually sounded terrible,” being that it may not sound like a Stradivarius violin. The beauty of 
that family heirloom dons Benjamin’s wall and is one of the contributing factors in his getting 
started with Music. Starting at the age of six with learning and playing the Violin classically, he 
then transitioned to fiddle, transposing the style from one to the next. He eventually fell into a 
range of guitar stylings, Rogers describes as folk, but an individualistic folk style.

A fan of Leonard Cohen, and the music style of Passenger, Rogers fashions the fabric of his music 
around the folk style. It’s a way of storytelling, a ‘spoken word’ style of singing that has gotten him 
the attention and recognition he deserves.

Metronom - Mar Jordan & Jacob Mann

Being introduced to new things is something I 
have always quite liked, especially when it comes 
to interactive musical performances. I had the 
absolute pleasure of meeting the duo Metronōm. 
On a Wednesday morning, in the middle of a snowy 
April day, I headed to The Crawford Collective. 
This amazing gallery was filled with not only 
visual art and sculpture, but it’s also a place that 
allows musical artists to perform. I remember 
distinctly how Mar Jordan spoke so eloquently and 
passionately about their sound. I can write about a 
lot of things, but this is something that truly needs 
to be experienced. After reading this small portion, 
you will understand why.

Keeping the indie aspect of their music close, 
Metronōm wants to be able to evolve their sound to 
make their music accessible for their fans. But for 
the time being, they are happy to live in the moment 
and enjoy the intimacy of the live experience, 
expanding their vision while still feeling free with balance and expression. Drum circles and 
community involvement drive this duo, making it accessible to all. Mar has spearheaded a project 
to have their vision available to students in schools as well as in private residences, creating an 
experience and an outlet through drumming. “It can be a therapeutic process and an experience.” 
Complementing strengths is the key to the success of this duo. “Tapping into chord changes and 
how to make a scale more interesting,” Jacob says, “is one of the ways that makes the writing 
process work.” In that, the melody of their sound is harmoniously di�erent, but their shape is 
clear with a certain substance”

Whitney Pea

Have you ever met someone for the first time not 
knowing that one glass of ice tea was going turn 
into three and a 20 minute interview would turn 
into many directions over a 2 hour span; well meet 
Whitney Pea. She has an earthy aura about her. The 
music she produces is playful, with such a fitting, 
organic sound, and here’s why.

Wrapped in lush strings and a song craft that is 
amazingly unique, Whitney Pea cultivates a sound 
like no other. She has amassed a following through 
nights at the Erie Beach hotel in Port Dover and 
her sets on the stage at 30/30 at the Junction in 
Toronto. Relate able lyrics with layers of musical 
notes and a taste of retro styling, I find Whitney 
Pea’s music a comfortable backdrop to any setting. 

It’s enjoyable, but not overly complicated with interesting hooks and playful themes. I find myself 
humming along, especially to Yellow Finches, one of my personal favourites, and let me just 
stress one of my personal favourites of the many.

With unique ways of promoting her new record, Pea and husband Jordan came up with an 
unconventional promotional idea for a Valentine’s Day Special. Creating a site and o�ering a 
surprise for fans, Pea would go to the fan’s home and play a song and present them with a signed 
copy of her new vinyl record for a minimal fee. Trying to come up with di�erent ideas, this is one 
way Whitney Pea makes it more.

But beyond the music, we talked about many other things including her organic farm and the 
plans she and her husband have in the works for a farm to table experience. As a certified Yoga 
instructor the duo, soon to be a trio upon the arrival of their first baby in June, plan to create a 
whole organic experience on their farm for patrons to enjoy. If a Yoga session and a trip through 
the fields, gathering tasty veggies, and creating a lunch of epic organic proportions peaks your 
interest, then check out Echo Farms as well.

WTFest

And of course who could forget WTFest… and like I 
said before, more like Wtfun!

I don’t even know where to begin with this amazing 
festival. Being able to have a chance to talk to 
such great bands, and chose a few tidbits of our 
conversation is like just having one french fry or one 
bite of a piece of cake! Impossible! Tell you what… 
check out our BScene Archive to see the coverage 
from last month, you won’t’ be disappointed!

Well this was just a fabulous way to wrap up my first 
year with this amazing community paper! I have a 
family of enthusiasts that continually promote this 
amazing community we call home. I am blessed with 
many new friends, experiences and knowledge as a 
result of being part of the BScene Family, and for that 
I will always be grateful! Who knew that a chance 
interaction would a�ord me this amazing gig.

Life moves pretty fast. If you don’t stop and look 
around once in a while, you could miss it.  
               ~ Ferris Bueller

Photo credits:
Bad Reed: official website; Caleb Turgeon: Delisart/Facebook; Logan Staats: official website;
Evan Champagne: official website; Benjamin Dakota Rogers: Youtube; Metronōm: Delisart/Facebook; 
Whitney Pea: official website; WTFest: Facebook/official photo.
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BSCENE ARTS SCENE: JUDY DEAN

JOSHUA WALL

@brant_fro

BScenePaper

bscene.ca

Born and raised in Brantford, 
Judy’s clayworks are unique and 
one of a kind. You can find her 

wares in homes all across the region 
and beyond. She is one of the original 
members of the Brantford Potters 
Guild, which is located in Brantford’s 
Artisan Village at 111 Sherwood Drive. 
Her home is her studio, and she o�ers 
visits with advanced notice. 

BSCENE: What is the first project you 
remember working on?

JUDY: The first one I can remember 
was a coil cylinder for my paint 
brushes. It was my first introduction 

to playing with clay and learning 
how it felt. I’ve always found 
projects to be a great way to get 
things done. Making a cylinder after 
getting the clay centered on the 
wheel turned out to be a challenge 
in the beginning. From a cylinder 
you can progress to a bowl, and then 
the sky’s the limit. I still have my 
first pieces, and am very proud of 
their less-than-perfect forms.

BSCENE: When did you decide a career 
in art was for you?

JUDY: In 1976, I decided I needed a 
new dinner set, so o� to Mohawk 
College here in Brantford, I went. 
After about my second class I was 
hooked. It seemed that I could 
imagine everything being made 
from clay. Gillian Lewis was my 
first teacher, and she would let us do 
things and create our own mistakes, 
and we would learn from them. 
When I told her I wanted to make 
a dinner set, she was intrigued. 
She said it may take more than one 
class, and about three years later I 
accomplished my goal. I still have 
it, and I still use it to this day. So, for 
the last 40 years pottery has been 
a big part of my life. I find raku is 
the most exciting part of making 
pottery. It’s an outdoor method of 
firing. I can make unique and one-
of-a-kind pieces that are mostly 
decorative and nonfunctional. 

 
BSCENE: Where can we find your art, 

and what are your favourite must-
see pieces? 

JUDY: Presently my work can be 
viewed and purchased at the 
Crawford Collective at 4 King Street 
in Brantford, The Paris Museum 
& Historical Society at 41 William 
Street in Paris, at The Brantford 
Potters Guild, and the Potters Guild 
of Hamilton & Region. Each potters 
guild has two sales a year where 
my work is available. I also have a 
studio in my home, and my work 
can be seen almost any time with a 
call ahead. My favourite must see 
piece? Anything I have made that 
is handbuilt, such as a piece I call 
“Home of the Owls.” It was such a 
challenge, it has four rooms over 
two floors, nine unique windows, 
and furniture in every room. It’s 
similar to a dollhouse, looks like a 

tree, and it’s 18 inches high. It was 
so much fun to make, I don’t think I 
could ever make another.  

BSCENE: What is your next big project?

JUDY: My most current project is 
making a two dimensional piece 
for the tactile wall at the W. Ross 
Macdonald School for blind and 
deaºlind students. The students 
that attend, will be able to enjoy the 
touch and feel of everyday objects 
that they may not otherwise be 
able to understand. This wall was 
originally installed in 2000 by the 
Brantford Potters Guild. This year, 
for our 40th anniversary, we will 
be installing the back side for more 
excitement. The front side is very 
interesting and we have had many 
wonderful comments. You really 
must experience it for yourself.  

 
BSCENE: Do you have any advice for 

aspiring artists?

JUDY: I feel as though you need to 
try anything that comes to mind. 
Nothing is impossible. Having many 
experienced teachers will give 
you the best results. With making 
pottery there are so many avenues 
to approaching each piece. Getting 
a little information from many 
will help create a one-of-a-kind 
piece. I feel that perseverance and 
a love for what you’re doing is the 
most important aspect of doing 
everything; just get on with it.

Photos: Dean Ellis DellisartPhotographix
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For a complete listing of businesses, promotions and events, visit:

www.downtownbrantford.ca

Support Downtown Business
DINING SERVICES ENTERTAINMENTSHOPPING

Downtown Brantford @downtownbrantfd Downtown Brantford 519-753-6644

BE SEEN WITH BSCENE
36TH ANNUAL POW WOW

DENISE KINCHSULAR

CANADA DAY
2016
JASON FREEZE

INTERNATIONAL VILLAGE SFESTIVAL
BELINDA J. CLEMENTS

HEATHER CARDLE

A LOOK BACK AT JULY THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

I attended the 43rd annual Brantford International 
Villages the other evening, we had a 

In spite of the oppressive heat, there were still 
lineups. We decided to arrive early at the Ukrainian 

Village because in years past, it’s always packed...
well...it still is. We managed to hit up an impressive 

5 villages catching full and partial shows at each 
venue. I prefer to let my images tell the story (and 

yessss....I got carried away again).
I have to give a shout out to all of the organizers, 

chefs, servers, performers and volunteers for a 
wonderful experience not just for myself but for the 

community. Congratulations!
Were YOU seen by 

Submitted by: Heather Cardle

The 36th annual Grand River Champion of 
Champions Powwow, was held at Six Nations on 

July 22nd, 23rd & 24th, at the Chiefswood Tent 
and Trailer Park.

An Aboriginal Multicultural event that is 
traditionally held on the 4th weekend in July, the 
Festival showcases indigenous foods, crafts, arts, 

music and dance.

It was scorching hot, but the stands were packed. 
Guests travelled from as far away as France, 

Germany and Poland to enjoy the performances. 
Many colourfully costumed native dancers 

entertained the crowd. At one point in the show 
the audience members were invited to join in the 

dancing.
Submitted by: Belind J. Clements
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LAUREN ARVA

On August 27th, The Crawford Collective art gallery, located in Brantford, 
Ontario, will be closing its doors. Home to sixteen local artists and 
artisans and displaying artwork in addition to artisanal pottery, jewelry 

and glasswork, the Collective will be concluding its seventeen-month duration.

“I wanted to open a collective art gallery because Brantford did not have 
anything like The Crawford Collective,” explained Lily Crawford, owner of the 
gallery, “Art is a passion of mine, and I wanted to change the fact that artistry 
was lacking in Brantford and furthermore in my community.” 

Crawford is an artist herself, creating mosaics using stained glass. She 
discussed how she believes that art is an essential component involved in 
strengthening a community. 

“There is a lot of talk that downtown is becoming revitalized, and arts and 
culture have always been a major driving force behind any revitalization.”

The Crawford Collective o�ered numerous events in hopes of engaging and 
welcoming the Brantford community into the realm of artistry. Some of their 
o�ered events included work shops during which individuals could come into 
the gallery and watch how artisan artists perform their work, the hosting of 
the grade seven and eight Braemar School art students and featuring their 
work in the gallery, and collaborating with the Norfolk Arts Centre in Simcoe 
to produce a communal show that familiarized Norfolk County with Brantford 
artists. 

Crawford emphasized the gallery’s development of the First Friday’s program, 
an event that occurred the First Friday of every month. The event allowed 
visitors and the general public to come into the gallery in order to observe new 
work and meet artists.

“We contributed (to Brantford) in so many di�erent ways,” said Crawford, 
“This was a dream come true.”

The gallery will be open until August 27th, with business running as usual. 
There will be a First Friday event on August 5th from 6-9pm as well as a 
“Last Friday” celebration on August 26th.

“We are calling our last First Friday, a ‘wake’ which is our way to celebrate a life 
that has left us and to help us say goodbye” stated Crawford.

For more information about The Crawford Collective and to learn more about 
its history, visit thecrawfordcollective.com. 

Photos: Dean Ellis DellisartPhotographix

Check out roundtablepr.com • 519.756.7636 • yvonne@roundtablepr.com
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FAREWELL TO THE CRAWFORD
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Please excuse me for being a bit maudlin at this time and using this cliche but... It is with a heavy heart that I tell my friends and readers 
that the Crawford Collective on King Street, is closing. The Crawford Collective’s last day will be Saturday, August 27th.
 

This facility is a one of a kind venue that so many people in and around the city have felt that was really needed in the core as another step in 
revitalizing our downtown, and I am proud to say that I was part of it right from day one. It has been a Brantford home to many local artists, 
such as Arlene Laskey, Ralph Heather, Jeanette Obbink, Heather Vollans, Keith Shearsby, Dan Welsby, Georgina Brown, Jack Jackowetz, 
Gordon Hill, Judy Dean, Linday Blakney, Cathy Taylor, Shirley Brunton, Vadim Bolderi�, and myself; Dean F. Ellis. Plus, there have been a 
good number of others that have passed through the doors as members and guest artists. 

Since its opening on February 28, 2015, the owner and founder, Lily Crawford, has continually attempted to engage the community 
through various initiatives like ‘Brantford First Friday.’ This is a day to come downtown to see what’s happening and enjoy an evening with 
entertainment, food, and frivolity.  Di�erent events such as artistic workshops for silver work, stained glass mosaics, and life drawing were 
on the board as well. Along with the artwork of regular members of the collective there were also showings of many local guest artists, 
even hosting a showing from the students of Braemar House School. The Crawford Collective had also participated in Hamilton’s James 
Street Super Art Crawl event to promote what was happening in the Brantford downtown. Recently there was a collaborative art show in 
conjunction with the Norfolk Arts Centre in Simcoe. And just this last month, The Crawford Collective hosted its first juried art exhibit open 
to all the artists in the area. This gallery was a place for artists from around the area to get some real exposure in a commercial setting unlike 
anything else in the area. 

“To have a gallery that represents art to the community in such a professional way that we’ve had here at The Crawford Collective 
has been super valuable. It’s a super loss that it’s going to go… I think it’s a loss for the community, I think it’s a loss for downtown 
Brantford, and it’s a loss to the artists involved.” - J.Obbink, artist.

“At a time when small downtown Ontario is losing its retail tenants and commerce, the creative economy has been a new energy that can 
stimulate renewal and invigorate spaces that have been dimmed by the lack of hope… The Crawford Collective o�ered a great model for 
artistic enterprise that needs to be supported in order to sustain itself.” - D.Chisholm, Director and Curator, Norfolk Arts Centre.

“Without the Collective being part of our local art and downtown scene, I honestly feel a huge sense of loss both personally and as a 
citizen of Brantford.” - D.White, arts patron.

Unfortunately all of this is now coming to an end, just like so many other attempts in the past by those people in Brantford that think that 
there is something else in the world other than something involving blades, sticks and balls. I don’t mean to put these things down, but there 
really is more to this city than sports, school, and politics. If I sound a bit disappointed, it’s because I am - this city had something great in its 
heart and they’ve let it die through neglect and without a serious miracle it will not be resurrected any time soon.        

The FINAL FIRST FRIDAY event will still be held on Aug. 5 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. as usual, and unfortunately it will be the last First Friday 
event. 

The Crawford Collective will also hold a FINAL FRIDAY WAKE on Aug. 26 starting at 5 p.m. The wake isn’t meant to be melancholy, but 
rather a party to celebrate the successes of The Crawford Collective and the role it has played in bolstering the region’s vibrant arts and 
culture community. I think that anyone who has had anything to do with the Arts or any kind of interest in the arts should stop by and say 
goodbye to something that really tried. 

The Collective will operate on shortened hours Thursdays and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. until 
August 27. People can also view the art by appointment or by calling Lily Crawford at 905-617-3500. 

My last thought as I am writing this is….. Miracles Can Happen.
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