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FEATURE Lenny Wilde and Danny Thompson 
are set to revive the venerable country label  
Shotgun Records, original home of Whisky  
Hollow.  Feature writer Yvonne Van de Weile- 
Cooper tells the story of the label’s rebirth.

With a huge  number of 
independent record labels featured 
at this year’s Grammy Awards cer-
emony it seems the time is right to 
reintroduce Shotgun Records. 
 
 Read the whole story...
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BSCENE SUPPORTS LOCAL THROUGH THE ENTIRE CHAIN
From beginning to end, the BSCENE paper stays local and supports local 
endeavours. Our publication starts out by being printed locally at Ricter 
Web Printing. From there, we distribute locally to many businesses 
and organizations within our grand community. Then, at the end of the 
month, we’ll collect any left over papers for recycling. These papers 
are recycled through a special fundraising program with Sydenham-
Heritage United Church and Hartmann’s Canada. Hartmann’s is a local 
egg carton manufacturer located in Holmedale and turns the papers into 
egg cartons, which are sold back to you at the store. The money raised 
through this fundraising program gets sent back to Sydenham-Heritage 
United Church to be used in their Green programs for sustainable 
upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting local whenever we can 
and is honoured to be able to stay local from start to finish.
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DENISE KINCHSULAR

D Denise Kinchsular 

Who is Joan Minnery, and what 
makes her SMILE?
 

I am sure most people within Brantford and 
Brant County have heard the name Joan 
Minnery.  What is her story and her secret to 
success? 
 
I have been blessed to call Joan a friend 
and have known her for over 24 years.  We 
met at Mother’s Morning out held at St. Pius 
church in 1993.  Her son BJ and my son 
Brandon became fast friends and hung out 
all the time. 
 
Since Joan’s older sister Anne is physically 
disabled from Polio; she has always had an 
affinity to help disabled people.  Joan began 
her community service career at age 16 
when she volunteered two summers at the 
former Aquatic Centre (now known as the 
Wayne Gretzky Centre) where she helped 
teens with special needs learn how to swim.
 
Joan has always loved to perform and be a 
star.  While attending school at St. Pius, she 
was always involved in music at the school, 
as well as in the youth choir at St. Pius 
church.  She smiles when reminiscing of 
these younger years and her eyes sparkle.   
“There were a lot of music influences 
in school.”  Her first big show that she 
performed in was “Tom Sawyer” where she 

played the lead female role of Aunt Polly.  
Thus began her long career of gracing many 
stages across the world.
 
Joan’s love of Elvis began at the tender 
age of 6 when the Commander Tom Show 
ran Elvis week.  She would run home from 
school to watch Elvis in his movies.  Joan 
smiles as she confessed “I never got into 
performing to make money.  Money was not 
important to me as much as it was about 
entertaining and I wanted to pay tribute to 
my idol, Elvis Presley.”
 
Joan laughs as she states “I have always 
sang and danced, and love to do it.”  While 
attending North Park Collegiate, she was 
involved in a quartet and quintet. 
 
Her first professional group was called 
“The Graceliners” an all female line dancing 
tribute to Elvis.  Their first show was in 
March 1996. They entered a line dancing 
competition in Fort Wayne, Indiana where 
they came in 3rd, and took home the 
People’s Choice Award.  As soon as they 
started to dance the crowds were on their 
feet and they brought the house down.  
After the win, Joan went crazy booking 
performances all over Canada and the USA. 
Joan led the Graceliners for 3 years but 
broke away from the group due to health 
issues. 
 
In November 1998 she placed an ad in the 
Brantford Expositor looking for other singers 
to join her and this is where “Memphis 
Motion” began its incredible journey.  Their 
first show was December 1998 in Vaughn 
at a car lot.  Memphis Motion was paid in 

potatoes!  Joan led this group for 13 years.  
During this time Joan and Memphis Motion 
ran the Brantford Elvis Festival, which won 
for BEST FESTIVAL at the 2004 Tourism 
Awards.  Thousands of people attended the 
8 year event. Elvis Fest ran for 8 years and 
it consumed Joan’s life.  However, financial 
inability to sustain the festival as Joan sadly 
admitted that the 2007 festival only made 
$127.00. Joan was gutted in her decision 
to say goodbye to her ‘baby’ and once this 
decision was made, she became horrifically 
depressed.  Joan’s physical and mental 
health deteriorated.
 
Joan’s weight began to balloon out of 
control from many very late night dinners 
after performing on stage and came to 
halt during a routine test in Hamilton which 
left Joan shockingly embarrassed as her 
body oozed out the secretions of a life time 
of abuse.   Scurrying out of the Doctor’s 
office covered in vomit, feces and urine as 
her Pancreas had decided to over-react; 
once home her son BJ screamed at her 
saying “Stop killing my mom.”  Joan realized 
the severity of her health and she made a 
decision to clean house via all of the toxic 
food and influences in her life. Joan felt she 
needed to break free of all ties that were 
holding her down, and to completely wipe 
her slate clean and start over.  This meant 
the disbandment of Memphis Motion. The 
first thing she did was end her ties with 
her performance troupes which followed 
breaking ties with many associates in her 
life, and she began to walk and put her fork 
down.  Joan knew what she was eating was 
not right.  This change was about saving 
BJ’s mom.  Since Joan knew the T.O.P.S. 
(Take Off Pounds Sensibly) weight loss 
program, she started to eat healthier and 
returned to the mass at St. Basil’s Catholic 
church. Joan credits her sister Anne with 
being a major influence and support during 
all of this.
 
On the advice of new colleagues and her 
sister Anne, Joan had a makeover.  Her 
hair was straightened, makeup was applied 
and a picture was taken of her wearing a 
red corset.   This picture today is the most 
liked picture Joan has on her Facebook and 
became her symbol of where her new life 
was taking her. 
 
Joan began taking Zumba classes at the 
Art In Motion Dance Studio, and eventually 
became an instructor after attending many 
classes and shedding many pounds.  During 
this time, Joan explained it was like the 
scene in the Wizard of Oz where Dorothy 
opens the door of her fallen house, and 
the black and white turns into magnificent 
colour.  Her new life was starting to blossom 
and feel incredible.  It was here also where 

Joan met Keith Curley the man of her 
dreams and they have embarked on an 
incredible 5 year journey together of Dance 
Fitness.  She smiles from ear to ear when 
she talks of Keith.  “It took me 46 years to 
find the man of my dreams, and I would do it 
all over again, if it meant we would find each 
other.”
 
It is due this romantic love story combined 
with the added truth of Joan finally loving 
herself and the quest of a mother’s love 
for her son which led Joan to write the 
bestselling book, Walking My Way Back to 
Me. This incredible autobiography about her 
transformation has literally sold thousands 
of copies all over Ontario, the U.S. and into 
Europe.
 
Joan is singing more now than she has the 
past 15 years of her career.  While Joan 
is a Vocal Music Coach as well as Zumba 
and Line Dance instructor; her greatest 
joy is when she can sing with her long time 
singing partner Alicia Skoretz, along with 
Taya and Kyra Humpartzoomian.  She has 
also recently picked her Elvis Guitar back 
up and has started an acoustic duet with 
Monique Hunsley.
 
Joan also directs the Brantford Cabaret, a 
musical theatre troupe of young children, 
teens and adults, which she began in 
2005.  They do three shows per year in a 
workshop style format of acting, singing and 
choreography.
 
Joan has spent 25 years as a professional 
entertainer.  Her motto is “Say no to nothing.”  
Laughing she says “after performing for free 
for over 25 years, it is finally paying off.”  She 
is amazed at how different her life is today 
and smiles when she admits she actually 
gets paid cash today instead of potatoes. 
 
Joan surrounds her life with the 3 
fundamentals of her success:  She believes 
in the 3 M’s – Motivation, Movement and 
Music.  It makes her beam when she says “I 
live in the present.  I live in I AM.”
 
Joan is proud to say “I am really as happy as 
I portray to be.  What you see is exactly as I 
really am.  Many years ago I used to be the 
clown on the stage yet the reality was that 
I was the unhappiest person in the room.  
Now I AM the happiest person in ANY room.”
 

Joan Minnery
www.joanminnery.com
joan@joanminnery.com
519-771-5687

BRANTASTIC        People

JOAN MINNERY
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twitter @bsobrant

facebook brantford.symphony

🔗 brantfordsymphony.ca 

The Brantford Symphony 
Orchestra has been in existence 
for over 60 years, and has 

played a major role in music education 
for people of all ages. Over 85,000 
school aged children participated in 
our education programs in the past. 
Alan Cook was a devoted supporter 
of the BSO who brought music into 
the schools and was the inaugural 
recipient of the Lifetime Achievement 
Award for Outstanding Volunteerism 
in 2014. Unfortunately our educational 
programming dwindled over the years 
when funds were not available. 

That is why we are excited to share 
about our current Family Concert 
programming. During March break in 
2016 we held our first Family Concert 
which was supported by the Mary 
Stedman fund, and allowed us to offer 
tickets for only $10 for adults (instead 
of the usual $30 or $40 price), while 
children were free of charge. There 
was an Instrument ‘Petting Zoo’ before 
the concert, where children could 
touch musical instruments and ask 
their owners questions about them. 
During the concert there was a live 
stream projection on the big screen 
where children could see instruments 
being played up close along with 
educational narrative. It was a hit and 
the Sanderson Centre was sold out. 
What a pleasant surprise after years of 
cut-backs!

This year, our Family Concert 
(sponsored by Davis Fuels) is being 
held on Saturday, March 18, at 2pm 
and 4pm. Due to an Ontario Trillium 
Foundation grant, we are able to “grow” 
our concert to two performances in 
one day for the next two years. Our 
guest artist will be Platypus Theatre, 
world renowned theatre group, who 
has performed with orchestras 
entertaining and education children 
around the world. 

On February 12th, the Brantford 
Symphony Orchestra welcomed 
members of the public to a ‘Brunch 
with Bach’ event at the Polish Hall 
where we held a ceremony to mark 
the addition of our 2-year educational 
concert program geared to children 
up to Grade 8 during March Break, 
thanks to funding from the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation. Local MPP Dave 
Levac was on hand to congratulate the 
BSO’s members and hear 
more about how the Family 
Concert has already had an 
impact in the community. 

“The Brantford Symphony 
Orchestra is part of the 
heart of Brantford and 
plays a fundamental role 
in enriching our lives.  I am 
delighted that this funding 
will help the BSO deliver the 
gift of music to children in 
our community.” said Dave 
Levac, MPP for Brant. 

There are many families 
who are unable to afford to 
go away or do something 
special during March Break. 
The BSO’s first Family 
Concert in 2016 offered 
family friendly pricing 
and was so popular that 
it sold out. And thanks to 
the $117,700 from the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation, 
they are now able to put 
on two shows in one day, 
and feature a professional 
theatrical element in 
addition to an Instrument 
“Petting Zoo”.

“The impact of this Ontario 
Trillium Foundation grant 
cannot be underestimated,” 
said Maureen Wills, Co-
President of the Brantford 
Symphony Orchestra. “This 
grant is allowing families 
of all socioeconomic 
backgrounds the 
opportunity to experience 
music and theatre at the 
historic Sanderson Centre.”

Tickets to two March 18th Family 
Concert performances (2pm & 4pm) 
are available at the Sanderson Centre 
box office for only $10 for Adults, 
and children up to Grade 8 are free of 
charge. An Instrument “Petting Zoo” 
will take place prior to the first concert, 
from 1:15-2pm.

An agency of the Government of 
Ontario, the Ontario Trillium Foundation 

(OTF) is one 
of Canada’s 
largest 
granting 
foundations. 

With a budget of over $136 million, 
OTF awards grants to some 1,000 
projects every year to build healthy 
and vibrant Ontario communities. www.
otf.ca

BRANTFORD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

“HOW THE GIMQUAT FOUND HER SONG”
is a heart-warming tale about the search for identity

and a celebration of music in all of its forms.
INSTRUMENT PETTING ZOO 1:15-2PM

DAVIS FUELS
FAMILY CONCERT

SATURDAY MAR. 18  2017 | 2PM & 4PM
SANDERSON CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

Children & Elementary student tickets are FREE of charge. All other tickets are $10

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

An agency of the Government of Ontario, the Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) is one of Canada’s largest
granting foundations. With a budget of over $136 million, OTF awards grants to some 1,000 projects every

year to build healthy and vibrant Ontario communities. www.otf.ca

 519.759.8781     www.brantfordsymphony.ca

Tickets available in person at The Sanderson Centre Box Of�ce or online at  www.sandersoncentre.ca

twitter.com/bsobrantfacebook.com/Brantford.Symphony

COMMUNITY CORNER

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario
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SHOTGUN RECORDS GEARING UP FOR A REVIVAL

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-
COOPER

twitter @YWiele

🔗 roundtablepr.com

With a huge number of independent 
record labels featured at this 
year’s Grammy Awards ceremony, 

it seems the time is right to reintroduce 
Shotgun Records. Established in 1978 
to showcase popular country rock group 
Whisky Hollow, it grew to be recognized as 
one of the top independent record labels in 
Canada.

That was then. This is now and timing is 
everything.

The label folded when Whisky Hollow front 
man Lenny Wilde left to work in the U.S. but 
from 1978 through to the early nineties it 
attracted a steady stream of high profile 
artists to its solid state studios on Highway 
2 in Cainsville.   They included Nashville’s 
Gene Rice of Alabama fame, Carroll Baker 
and Larry Mercy of the Mercy Bros. to name 
a few.

Danny Thompson was also a familiar face 
at the Shotgun’s studios back then. He and 
Wilde have remained close over the years 
and both were signed to the same Nashville 
record label. 

Wilde’s Savannah Nights, Americana style 
album has seen world-wide airplay, as has 

Thompson’s Miles and Miles album. 
Thompson has also garnered two New 
Music Weekly award nominations in as many 
years, including the latest for Best New Adult 
Contemporary Artist.

“The independent record labels have such 
a big movement and Shotgun has a good 
reputation from the eighties and a lot of 
people and radio stations remember, so we 
decided it’s a good time to revive the name,” 
said Thompson.

With Thompson in Brantford and Wilde in 
Florida, both have spent countless hours 
Skyping from their home offices and Wilde 
says, Shotgun would always come up in 
conversation.  

“It was like all of a sudden a light bulb went 
on and we said let’s just go back and do this 
ourselves and we’d probably be a lot happier 
with the results.” he said.

Wilde says along with recording their own 
music and controlling their own careers, 
they’ll be able to help other artists by re-
establishing a popular promotional feature 
called, the Super Session. 

The process involves a week long recording 
session with 
Nashville 
producers, 
engineers and 
musicians for a 
number of artists, 
all at a bulk price.

The session 
allows the artists 
the benefit of 
sharing the 
costs among 10 
people.

“The concept 
is Lenny’s 
brainchild from 
the eighties,” said 
Thompson.

Meantime, 
Thompson says 

the knowledge and contacts both have 
acquired over the years including through 
their work in Nashville, has opened doors 
and now they can steer not only their own 
careers, but help others launch theirs.

Wilde says the plan is to sign artists from 
both sides of the border beginning with 
Americana or Alternative Country artists, but 
the marketing plan will work for any genre.

As was the case back in the eighties, 
Shotgun promoted country and rock but 
eventually branched out to create labels 
for other genres including gospel. They 
also managed the Empire label which Wilde 
says featured, “a more middle-of-the road, 
contemporary style.”

These days, the Danny Thompson band is 
being kept busy with tour dates, fairs and 
offers to perform at casinos, and Thompson 
says he’s looking forward to recording his 
next single.

Entitled Old Beach Town, he’s confident it’s 
something area fans will relate to and plans 
are in the works to shoot a video on the 
beach in Port Dover. 

“The next release is going to be the best 
one,” he said.

As for Lenny Wilde, two more soon- to- be 
released singles from Savannah Nights are 
planned and he  is working at “ getting all of 
the ducks in order” for Shotgun Records.

He’s confident the environment is more 
conducive to success for independent 
labels now than it was back in the eighties.

“I think back in the eighties major labels 
controlled 99 percent of the market, whereas 
today with the internet and more exchanges 
of ideas and information, Indie labels are 
more effective,” he said. 

He adds, “The big guys still control the 
market but they concentrate on their roster- 
period, but there’s a lot of expansion and it’s 
really forced people to do their own thing.”

To contact Lenny Wilde check out, 
lennywilde.com

To contact Danny Thompson check out, 
dannythompsonband.com

For more information on Shotgun Records 
check out, shotgunrecords.ca

TIMING FOR FORMER TOP INDIE LABEL IS RIGHT FOR A COMEBACK
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MUSIC SCENEBSCENE

JASON LAFAUCI

facebook Canada150Music

Kicking off Canada150 this year, many 
people across the country have 
launched projects and events to 

celebrate Canada150 in their communities. 
When we launched Brantford’s “Canada150 
Music” platform our first feature began with 
Heaven’s Coming Down. We continued, 
showcasing “Tune Of The Day,” and have 
now added our “Artist Interview Feature” to 
the platform. 

We had the pleasure to interview Stuart 
Chatwood from The Tea Party for 
Canada150 Music and BScene. So check 
out our interview with Stuart, and make 
sure to Be Seen celebrating our country’s 
great music. 

C150M: 
Good Morning Stuart! Thanks for this 
opportunity! How are you?

Stuart Chatwood:
Good Morning, I’m great thank you! How 
are you and Mandi?

C150M:
Were doing awesome thank you! So to 
begin our interview, yesterday we posted 
a question on Facebook, asking fans to 
provide us with a question for you. We 
selected two questions from Chris Craig 
and Hunter Shay. 

Chris’s question is: 
“Can you tell us why you named the band 
“The Tea Party”

Hunter’s question is 
“Hunter asked about Jeff’s violin skills 
when using guitars”

Stuart Chatwood:
Well to answer the first question, the band’s 
name first came about as we’re big fans of 
Led Zeppelin. They played some legendary 

gigs at “The Boston Tea Party” which was 
a club in the late 60’s in Boston, where 
bands like Velvet Underground and other 
major touring act would play because 
it had a nice capacity. Jeff was reading 
“Hammer Of The Gods,” Led Zeppelin’s 
book biography and he said to us: “What 
about naming the band `The Tea Party’?” 
So we’re thinking yeah, you know rebellion, 
taxation, revolution, people aren’t really 
getting what they want off of the radio. 
We thought why not, so we played our 
first show. The review was “Grandmothers 
shouldn’t be allowed to choose band 
names.” (laughing) Then we seriously 
thought about changing our name to 
“Transmission” which is the title of our 3rd 
album. That’s the origin of the name “The 
Tea Party.”

To answer Hunter’s question, the trick is to 
raise the action on the two top and bottom 
strings which the bow will edge on. You can 
experiment with the action’s height until 
your comfortable. Jeff’s main inspiration to 
use the bow came from Jimmy Page. A few 
years back, Jimmy Page was watching us 
perform, he was so amazed by Jeff’s ability 
to hit the high notes with the bow. After the 
show, Jimmy started hanging out with Jeff 
and invited him to his mansion. Jeff taught 
Jimmy his technique. If anyone hasn’t 
seen Jimmy Page’s mansion, they should 
search it on Google, it’s esoteric, definitely 
interesting.

As a part of our interviews with 
established artists, we decided to 
include questions from up and coming 
acts who sometimes don’t have the 
opportunity to ask their peers they look 
up to. We asked Stuart if he could give 
us some insights to help out new artists. 
This is what he had to say:
“Be unique, add in elements which others 
don’t, such as playing instruments not 
typically played. Control your brand, 
the world is accessible now with digital 
platforms. If you do it yourself, the hard 
work is promoting yourself to grow your 
audience. For us, we do everything 
ourselves with management. A good start 
for gigs is festivals. With all the digital 
platforms, releasing three track EP’s 
is a good way to start.”

Throughout our conversation with Stuart, 
we touched on so many topics, from 
how the first live show was performed 
in sequential order and changed up 
afterwards, to various music related 
questions we asked. We encourage 
everyone to visit our website to listen to 
the interview via our podcast. 

www.canada150thmusic.ca

We want to thank The Tea Party and their 
management. We also wish them good luck 
as they continue their #tx20 - 20 Years Of 
Transmission Tour! It was a pleasure!

&

Change is Difficult.  Our WHOLE TEAM Works Together with You.
If you are unhappy with your present providers, we are ready for you!

Respect Starts Here.

Methadone Maintenance Treatment

- across from Maria’s Pizza

Mon. - Fri. 7am-6pm Sat. 8am-3pm Sun. 9am-1pm
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UPSTANDING COMEDY

FOOD SCENEBSCENE

M - F 11-2

Sat. 9-1

LINDSAY ROCHE

B ring the uptown downtown at 
Devlin’s Advocate in Harmony 
Square (93 Dalhousie Street) with 

a do it yourself menu. Sleek black tables 
paired with grey walls and red accents is 
the perfect place to catch the big game 
or take that special someone to.  

“We wanted to bring something to Brantford that we didn’t feel that they 
had. We wanted to be able to offer an upscale pub. More so a bar, lounge 
restaurant aspect to it as well,” owner Ryan Devlin explained.  

The restaurant offers spacious bar and dining areas along with live 
entertainment every Friday and Saturday. The star of the show is the unique, 
adjustable menu style of Devlin’s Advocate.  

“You don’t have to worry about that regimented three course meal: 
appetizer, entree, dessert,” he explained. The front page is an “extremely 
elaborated appetizer menu.” This section includes items like  pig in a blanket, 
salads, tuna tataki, and burrito poppers. A popular item is $2 oysters on 
Tuesdays. 

The menu’s backside offers “decomposed entrees.” This lets diners buy 
their meats and sides separately.  

“Most people are coming here for the appetizers, but after they’ve ate...they 
still may be craving that steak.” 

This style of menu is fully customizable, economical and puts the diner in 
the driver’s seat. 

“...That’s what I love about it. You make your decisions. The server doesn’t 

come to the table with a tonne of questions one after another. They take 
their time with you explain the menu, explain what we’re doing...and we’re 
very proud of it all.” 

A crowd favourite is the $25 steak made with the highest quality beef Devlin 
can find. The restaurant also offers a $20 steak special one day a week. 

This restaurant is affiliated with Devlin’s Country Bistro and Catering in 
Mount Pleasant.   

Devlin explained this restaurant in downtown Brantford offers a much 
different feel. Devlin’s Advocate in Brantford offers an upscale pub 
compared to the bistro in Mount Pleasant offering Italian cuisine with a 
California flair.

For more information including their menu visit “Devlin’s Advocate” on 
Facebook or call 519- 304-4568. 

facebook devlinsadvocate
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OFF DUTY CONDUCT 
AND DISCIPLINE
 
We have heard horror stories of employees 

whose bad behaviour while off duty has 
somehow cast a bad image on either themselves or 
their employer. Ever wondered how to handle this in 
your workplace?

The Human Resources Professionals Association 
recently had a speaker on the topic of Off Duty 
Conduct and Discipline.  The presenter was Cody 
Yorke of Rudner MacDonald LLP, she was very 
entertaining and the lessons I learned should be 
shared with my readers.

Have a written policy manual that describes 
what is “acceptable” and “not acceptable” 
behaviour, both on and off duty. Be as specific 
as possible and make sure the employee signs 
an acknowledgement that they have read and 
received the policies. Particularly important are 
policies regarding the use of social media and 
company technology, harassment and bullying, 
“disparaging behaviour” (saying bad things about 
the employer or coworkers), public relations, and 
the disciplinary process that you will use to deal 
with these infractions.  

Supervisors and your management team must 
use and enforce those policies and follow any 
steps in the discipline process consistently with all 
employees.  

If you are made aware of an Employee’s “improper” 
off-duty conduct, you should first refer to your 
policies for directions. Most times, what the 
Employee does on their own time is their own 
business. But, if one or more of the following are 
true in your circumstance, you may have a “just 
cause” termination.

1. Does the behaviour render the person 
unable to successfully perform their duties? 
(i.e. someone who drives for work loses their 
licence for drunk driving)

2. Does this conduct interfere with the 

company’s ability to manage their workforce 
or operations?

3. Does the conduct lead to a refusal or 
reluctance of other workers to work with this 
person?

4. Does the conduct harm the general 
reputation of the Employer, their product(s)/
service(s) or other Employees?

Being able to discipline for off duty conduct hinges 
on the investigation.  Make sure you thoroughly 
check out all the points above, preferably 
using a third-party investigation (police, private 
investigator or other person qualified in workplace 
conduct investigations).  Document everything – 
get written statements from affected Employees 
and/or customers, police reports, etc. as needed to 
support the claims being made. 

If the Employer can clearly demonstrate the impact, 
then there is much less chance of the terminated 
Employee being successful in a lawsuit for wrongful 
dismissal.

Got Questions? Contact me for help with all 
of your Human Resources needs.

 

Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254

kissingerhrservices.com

YOUR BUSINESS 
COMMUNITY

Last month we talked about having the 
“right” community of passionate and 

interested people to help achieve your 
business goals and to attain your vision. 
I have come to deeply understand that 
community is a vital, rich and important topic 
so, I’d like to continue our conversation. 

I believe that most organizations, regardless 
of their size, only use a small percentage of 
the wisdom in their organization. I suspect 
one of the reasons is because we are not 
well practiced at creating an environment 
where it feels safe enough to share. Some of 
the limiting beliefs that keep us from sharing 
and from creating a safe space include:

• The fear of failing
• The fear of being judged
• The fear of being wrong
• The fear of be right; and thereby 

making someone else look bad

In my experience people are not consciously 
and intentionally creating unsafe space yet 
many people have harsh self-judgments. 
Also, when prompted with an inkling of fear 
we tend to react with behaviours including 
judgement, blame or shame (either spoken 
or silent). These layers of judgements and 
fear get in the way of truly sharing our 
wisdom. When one person feels fearful to 
share it usually means everyone is fearful to 
share. If one person feels judged, then most 
likely everyone feels judged. This all happens 
silently through unspoken assumptions 

and expectations both of ourselves and of 
others. 

When we bring a group of people together 
and truly tend to listening, sharing, 
understanding, clarifying and trusting we 
begin to create safe space. Once this is 
created and nourished you will see see 
conversations with more passion, increased 
creativity, greater trust and possibly even 
more joy. By simply setting an intention to 
create safe space, you can have a huge 
impact on how your next meeting goes and 
how the foundation of your community is 
created. I invite you to give it a try. 

Annyse Balkwill
Owner/Consultant

The LuminUS Group
905.599.1227

www.luminusgroup.ca

HUMAN RESOURCES

BUSINESS COACHING

KATHRYN KISSINGER

ANNYSE BALKWILL

GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!

BUYING LOCAL: WHAT 
DOES THAT REALLY 
MEAN?

We hear the phrase “buy local” often, yet do 
we ever really think about what it means? 

Buying local is so much more than shopping 
at a local business, it is about keeping jobs in 
our communities, providing for our youth (the 
next generation), supporting the elderly (the 
generation that provided for us), and living 
a healthier lifestyle while building a strong, 
vibrant community. 

First, lets look at the definition of buying 
local. It is buying products and/or services 
from a business in your area that is owned 
by a member of the community who has 
decision making control over the business 
and business operations. These businesses 
are owned and/or managed by people who 
live and work in our community, raising their 
families and investing in Brantford and Brant 
County’s future. They support our churches, 
schools, organizations, and increase our 
quality of life; thus improving the health of our 
community overall. 

Quite often, we equate buying local with 
paying higher prices. In some instances that 
may be the case, but not always. If we change 
our attitude to think about the bigger picture 
and the impact that we all have as consumers, 
shopping local can increase variety, create 
more competition and over time stimulate a 
more divers marketplace. 

We, at The Colour Shoppe, are an independent 
store that is locally owned and operated 
and have been so fore 40 years. We strive to 

provide expert advice, products of superior 
quality, and unrivalled services that larger, box 
stores or franchise stores cannot provide. 
Our prices are competitive if not better. We 
work hard to support our economy by carrying 
many products from Canadian companies. 
Come in and talk to us to see the difference 
shopping locally can make. Running to a 
store that has “everything under one roof” 
can often hurt you more than it can help you. 
Shopping at locally owned businesses i nyour 
community helps to circulate and keep more 
dollars locally. Let’s work at supporting and 
strengthening our own community... Brantford 
and Brant County.

 

The Colour Shoppe Inc.
41 Morton Ave. East

519.753.3406
colourshoppeinc.com

HOME

CHRIS SCHMIDT

COMMUNICATIONS

HOW DOES HOSTED VOIP 
HELP YOUR BUSINESS?  
PART 4 : PRODUCTIVITY 
CONTINUED
 

When it comes to Hosted VoIP, company size 
doesn’t matter.  The same services can be 

provided to a company with 1 phone or 100 phones.  
This levels the playing field and makes it an extremely 
affordable solution for growing companies.

As a company grows, phones can be added one at a 
time if necessary without additional server costs or 
changes to existing phones.  This ability to easily scale 
the company’s phone system as needed solves this 
growth problem for business owners and managers.  
In addition, the number of lines available for calls can 
also be changed quickly and easily without hardware 
upgrades.  With a traditional phone system, the server 
is usually limited in both the number of lines available 
for calls as well as the number of phones that it can 
support, which can limit or slow the growth process 
of an office.

The IP Phones used by Hosted VoIP solutions 
also follow a global standard for setup and 
communications.  This allows virtually any brand of 
IP Phone to be used with virtually any Hosted VoIP 
solution, and with other brands on the same Hosted 
VoIP solution.  This allows you to mix and match 
phones if necessary, such as due to a discontinued 
model or brand.  You can even switch Hosted VoIP 
providers and not require new hardware.

If you need to move to another office, IP Phones are 
truly plug and play.  You can just move the phone and 
plug it into your new network and they will continue to 

work as they did before.  If you are opening multiple 
offices, Hosted VoIP allows you to maintain a single 
phone system for all locations.  Each location can still 
have its own separate features (phone number, auto 
attendant) or they can be shared with other locations.  
You can even have multiple phone numbers at one 
location, or provide each of your salespeople with 
their own phone number.

The ease of making changes in a Hosted VoIP solution 
makes it a much more flexible solution than existed 
previously, which can save a lot of headaches when 
business changes are required.

Cozzmic Communications

519.756.0741
www.COZZMIC.com

facebook.com/cozzmicphone

ROB SIMMONS

BScene is proud to offer advice from local experts for issues important to you. The advice provided is that of the participant and is not endorsed, nor does it necessarily reflect the opinion of BScene.
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3 WAYS SMALL BUSINESSES CAN 
SPREAD THE LOCAL LOVE 
AVERY KLOSS

🔗 ShopBrantford.com

I talk a lot in this column about why Brantford-Brant residents should support local 
businesses, so this time I’m going to switch it around. Let’s talk instead about why and how 
local businesses should support their customers, nearby businesses and sometimes their 

competitors (gasp!). 

1. Wow Your Customers
When your customer comes through your door, gives you a call or even texts you… wow 
them! With so many choices on the table these days, when a customer contacts you it 
means they’ve made a deliberate decision to support local rather than online, big box or 
out-of-town. Let’s celebrate those small decisions and encourage more of them. Let’s 
congratulate those customers for making the right decision. And selfishly, let’s make sure 
they tell all their friends about us and why they just love supporting local businesses in 
Brantford-Brant!! Amazing customer service is one of the top two reasons to support local 
businesses (that and building a stronger local economy), so let’s blow their socks off with 
unmatched support and service! 

2. Talk Up Nearby Businesses
The great part about small business is that we are surrounded by other entrepreneurs 
with the same passion, the same challenges and the same drive to make it happen. In a 
time where online, big box retailers and corporate service providers are breathing down 
our necks, we also need to support each other. One of the best things about the launch of 
the Brantford Business Crawl in October, was to see small, local businesses talking about 
each other with their customers. We featured 10 local businesses on the Crawl and each 
one of them talked up the other locations. It’s something we need to all do a little more of. 
As business owners, let’s educate our customers about the other “Shop Local” resources 
we have in our community. Let’s come together and create a web of local business; it will 
only make each of our businesses stronger. Share a post on social media, recommend a 
local business to a customer, collaborate on an event or promotion: Let’s build each other 
up!

3. Send Business To Your Competitors
It might seem out of the ordinary to suggest that you should support your competitors, 
but when it comes to Shop Local it’s not a “Me vs. You” fight, it’s an all out “Us vs. Them” 
throwdown (Us = Local Biz, Them = The Big Guys). I see this at businesses in Brantford all 
the time: a local downtown business owner brings their newly-opened competition down 
the block a welcome plant, a family-owned garden centre doesn’t have exactly what a 
customer needs, but suggests a local option down the road. Sometimes, we can’t fulfill 
the needs of every customer who comes knocking, but knowing someone local - even if 
they’re your competitor - keeps that consumer spending in our local economy. It usually 
also means they will come back around when they need something else, because you’ve 
proven to be a reliable expert in your industry. That means something. 

Let’s get a little more connected, let’s create amazing experiences for our local supporters, 
let’s build each other up and let’s do everything we can do - together - to keep it local. If it’s 
“Us vs. Them” our small business community in Brantford-Brant can kick some “big box” butt! 

KNOCKING PINS DOWN 
TO BUILD KIDS UP
RENEE VANDERHARST

twitter @bbbsge

facebook bbbsge

🔗  bigdifference.ca  

Fundraising is a tough gig, but without it we simply would not be able to 
serve the 370+ local youth we did last year. BIG thanks to our amazing 
volunteers, pledge getters and community partners like TD and Wendy’s, 

our BIGgest FUN’draising campaign of the year, Bowl For Kids, is officially 
underway. It’s an easy way to get involved and support local Big Brothers Big 
Sisters mentoring programs. Get a team together (as big or small as you want), 
and join us for a great time on the lanes – you can even use the bumpers (no 
judgement)! 

• Our 2017 campaign goal is $80,500 

• Our theme is “Under The BIG Top” (I LOVE a great costume 
and props)

• The main event in Brantford is happening at Echo Bowl 
Friday March 31st (3:00-4:30pm), Saturday April 1st (6:30-
8:00pm or 8:00-9:30pm, & Sunday April 2nd (11:00-12:30pm 
or 12:30-2:00pm)

We have made it easy for anyone to take part, including several dates, the 
option to host your own event, or have us bring a virtual bowling alley to you. 
We want to grow our circle of friends and get more local businesses, service 
clubs, schools and families talking about how good it feels to help make our 
community a stronger place. Volunteering, fundraising, and participating in 
Bowl For Kids Sake is a great way to promote civic engagement, provides a 
fun team-building experience, and fosters a happier and more productive work 
place. Just ask our 2017 Co-Title Sponsors:

“Big Brothers Big Sisters is a truly impactful organization, one that benefits 
so many youth right here in our community. The Bowl For Kids Sake event is a 
great way to not only get involved but enjoy a fun time out with friends, families 
& volunteers in the area who make all of this possible.”  Brad Staley, Account 
Manager, Small Business | TD Business Banking & BBBSGE volunteer.

“I support Big Brothers Big Sisters because I was a Little Brother when I was 
a fatherless child. Later on, in my adult life, I volunteered as a Big Brother. The 
confidence and lessons learned in both cases helped me be a better person 
and better parent.” Dean Braund, President and CEO of Wendcorp 

Full details can be found at www.BigDifference.ca or at
canadahelps.org/en/charities/big-brothers-big-sisters-grand-erie/BOWL2017
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JEFF CSORDAS

🔗  littlestringorchestra.com

The Little String Orchestra is a community 
orchestra dedicated to providing musical 
opportunity to young string players in the 

Brantford and surrounding area. This year is the 
orchestra’s 40th anniversary. We are pleased to have 
encouraged many generations of musicians over 
the past 40 years. To celebrate this milestone, the 
orchestra is holding a school concert on Wednesday 
April 5, 2017 at the Sanderson Centre for the 
Performing Arts. The local elementary schools have 
been invited to join us for this concert to share the 
musical experience.  This opportunity has been 
made possible by the generosity of the Lorne and 
Elsie Hankinson Charitable Foundation Trust. The 
Orchestra would like to thank them for encouraging 
positive experiences for youth in the community. 

The inspiration for this show comes from the 
orchestra’s long tradition of playing concerts at 
local elementary schools. For many years, on the 
first Wednesday of April, the Little String Orchestra 

has travelled to three local elementary schools 
to play a concert for their students. This is one 
of the Orchestra’s favourite performances. At 
Thursday rehearsals, leading up to the concert, the 
conversations of the kids focuses on who is driving 
with whom and the excitement they have about playing 
together for friends at their schools. The orchestra 
executive arranges to have a pizza lunch delivered 
to one of the schools and parents bring fruit and 
cupcakes, enhancing the camaraderie of the day. 

We encourage the children and teenagers in the 
orchestra to be leaders for the day. They introduce 
the orchestra, announce each of the pieces being 
played, and share information about arrangements and 
composers. They also demonstrate each instrument 
and talk about how it helps shape the sound of the 
music. Audience participation is also a big component 
of our concert at each school.  We select two students 
from the audience to join us, one as a guest conductor 
and another as a guest soloist no experience required. 
This is always a big hit with the audience.  Students are 
also encouraged to ask questions, share their thoughts 
about what they have heard, and perhaps have an 
opportunity to play an instrument. 

At each school we are welcomed with a high level 
of excitement. When you witness these concerts it 
is very apparent that there is a mutual appreciation 
between the youth in the orchestra and the students in 
the audience. You can see that they are each growing 
and gaining something from the experience. It is very 
moving to see kids in the audience that can’t sit still as 
the music triggers an emotional response that can’t be 
contained. It is equally as satisfying to see the youth in 
the orchestra swell in pride at the audience’s response 
to their performance. This is the power of music. We 
always hope that we are leaving a lasting impression 
on the audience.

By taking this concert to the Sanderson Centre, the 
orchestra will be able to share the experience with 
1000 elementary school students. At the concert, we 
will be encouraging that music is for everyone.  These 
experiences are important to build confidence and 
demonstrate that music is a positive and attainable 
goal that can enrich lives in many ways. It cannot be 
stressed enough how important it is for kids to see 
their own peer group playing music together while 
having a great time. Whether a child participates in a 
string orchestra, a concert band, or a choir, the best 
musical inspiration often comes from their friends and 
peers. 

The orchestra is always open to new members, no 
audition is required. If you are a child or an adult 
that is learning to play a string instrument or an 
experienced musician that would like to offer support 
and encouragement to young students we invite you to 
join us for rehearsals. Our ultimate goal is to inspire a 
lifelong love of music.

40TH ANNIVERSARY SCHOOL CONCERT
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Send your event listing to events@Bscene.ca
Closing date for next edition: March 20, 2017
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PULL-OUT
EVENT GUIDE

EVENT NAME LOCATION START 
TIME CATEGORY

ONGOING EVENTS

Living Rooms Exhibit,  March 1 to 12 (excl. Mon.) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant Glenhyrst Art Gallery

Walking Together, March 1 to May 2 Woodland Cultural Centre Exhibit/First Friday

UnReZerved, March 1 to May 2 Woodland Cultural Centre Exhibit/First Friday

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1

Résumés & Cover Letters Major Ballachey Public School 9:00 AM Classes

Excel 1 (& March 8) Major Ballachey Public School 12:00 PM Classes

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

Genealogy Club Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 01:30 PM Library

Confronting the Nuclear Age: A Hiroshima  
Survivor Remembers

WLU, Odeon Building, Rom 110, 50 Market St. 02:30 PM Classes

safeTALK workshop Six Nations Child & Family Services Boardroom 04:30 PM Six Nations

Ashley Little: YA, West Coast Style Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:30 PM Library

Saving the Evidence to Save the Witness
WLU, RCE 004 (Research & Academic Centre, 
150 Dalhousie St.

07:00 PM Classes

Trivia Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 07:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:00 PM Entertainment

#LOL Comedy Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 09:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, MARCH 2

Ask a Tech Drop-in County of Brant Public Library (Paris Branch) 10:00 AM Classes

Windows 10 T.B. Costain/SC Johnson Community Centre 06:00 PM Classes

Nikole’s Birthday Jam &  
Anything Goes Open Mic

Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, MARCH 3

Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Six Nations

World Day of Prayer 2017 St. Andrew’s United Church 01:30 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

First Friday Grace Gallery 05:30 PM Exhibits/First Friday

Youth Drop In (12-16 yrs.) Social Services Gym 05:30 PM Six Nations

The Wiz Assumption College School 07:00 PM Music/Dance

The Mudmen Gunner’s Club 07:30 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

World Day of Prayer 2017 St. Mark’s Anglican Church 07:30 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Cal Goodbomb Devlin’s Advocate 08:30 PM Entertainment

Chris Strei on stage The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Derek O The Duke on Park 08:30 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, MARCH 4

Blood Donor Clinic Branlyn Community Centre 8:30 AM Blood Donor Clinic

3D Printing Technology Workshops Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 9:30 AM Library

Mindful Relaxation Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch) 02:00 PM Library

Mountain Soul (Acoustic Cafe) The Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Music/Dance

The Wiz Assumption College School 02:00 PM Music/Dance

Beginner Skate (standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:00 PM Six Nations

Brant County Singers Charity Concert Hope Christian Reformed Church 07:00 PM Music/Dance

Coffee House & Open Mic Night Woodland Cultural Centre 07:00 PM Woodland Cultural Centre

The Wiz Assumption College School 07:00 PM Music/Dance

Public Skate (no standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:30 PM Six Nations

Garrett Vanderberg (live music) Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:00 PM Entertainment

Grant Silverthorn The Duke on Park 08:30 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

The Tyler Wilson Band Devlin’s Advocate 08:30 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, MARCH 5

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM Amtgard

Country Jamboree St. Mary’s Parish Hall 02:00 PM Music/Dance

Songwriters’ Acoustic Showcase
The Coach House Stage, Glenhyrst Art Gallery 
of Brant

06:30 PM Glenhyrst

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 07:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, MARCH 6

Family Fun Night Social Services Gym 06:00 PM Six Nations

Restorative Meditation Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:00 PM Library

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment

TUESSDAY, MARCH 7

Business Planning & Cash Flow Forecasting
Brantford|Brant Business Resource Enterprise 
Centre (BRC)

9:00 AM Classes

Excel 1 (& Tues. March 21) Doug Snooks Eagle Place Community Centre 12:00 PM Classes

Blood Donor Clinic Brantford & District Civic Centre 01:30 PM Blood Donor Clinic

Windows 10 County of Brant Public Library (Paris Branch) 06:00 PM Classes

Youth & Elders Program Dajoh Center 06:00 PM Six Nations

BIG BROTHER’S AND BIG SISTERS 
BOWL FOR KIDS SAKE

TD Bank (Fairview Dr. branch) and Wendy’s Restaurant 
(Fairview Drive & Icomm Drive locations) donated a combined 
total of $10,000 to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Grand Erie’s 
Bowl for Kid’s Sake event that is set to run March 31st thru 
until April 2nd, 2017 at Echo Bowl.

Representatives from TD Bank as well as Wendy’s Restaurant 
were on hand to present the cheque. All funds raised go 
directly back to our community. What a generous group of 
local businesses!

To find out more about this event or make YOUR donation go 
to www.bigdifference.ca and click on the bowling ball!

Story and Photography by: Heather Cardle
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YOUR GUIDE TO 
EVENTS IN 
BRANTFORD, BRANT
AND SIX NATIONS.

EVENT NAME LOCATION START 
TIME CATEGORY

Family Swim Splash Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 07:00 PM Six Nations

Turnt-up Tuesdays w Melanie Crawford Club NV 08:00 PM Entertainment

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8

Windows 10 Major Ballachey Public School 9:00 AM Classes

Recycled Paper Craft: Bowls Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch) 02:00 PM Library

Wills & Powers of Attorney Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:30 PM Library

Be Bold For Change (Nova Vita) Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre 06:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Celebrate International Women’s Day  
with Joan Minnery

Ben’s Kitchen and Bar 7:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Karaoke The Rose &Thistle 08:00 PM Entertainment

Safe Food Handling
Six nations Parks & Recreation,  
Conference Room

8:00 AM Six Nations

Belly Laffs Comedy Show Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, MARCH 9

Open Mic Jam & Karaoke Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, MARCH 10

Youth Drop In (12-16 yrs.) Social Services Gym 05:30 PM Six Nations

James Wilson (live music) Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 07:30 PM Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre 08:00 PM Music/Dance

Live Entertainment The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Trysted Sister The Duke on Park 08:30 PM Entertainment

Walter James Duo Devlin’s Advocate 08:30 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, MARCH 11

Personal Computer Museum Open House Personal Computer Museum 10:00 AM Open House

Word 1 (& Sat. March 25) Woodman Park Community Centre 10:00 AM Classes

Reptiles, Reptiles, Reptiles Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 10:30 AM Library

Arctic Chill Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 01:00 PM Library

Gary McCourt (Acoustic Cafe) The Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Music/Dance

Juneyt The Duke on Park 08:30 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

The Corduroys Devlin’s Advocate 08:30 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, MARCH 12

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM Amtgard

Cootes Paradise Sydenham-Heritage United Church 02:00 PM Music/Dance

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 07:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, MARCH 13

Escape Room (ages 13+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) Library

March Art Madness at Glenhyrst Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 9:00 AM Glenhyrst

March Break Program (ages 6-9) &  
Tues. March 14

Social Services Gym 9:00 AM Six Nations

Paw Patrol Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 10:30 AM Library

Family Fun Night Social Services Gym 06:00 PM Six Nations

Smartphone Basics County of Brant Public Library (Paris Branch) 06:00 PM Classes

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, MARCH 14

March Art Madness at Glenhyrst Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 9:00 AM Glenhyrst

Marketing Strategies
Brantford|Brant Business Resource Enterprise 
Centre (BRC)

9:00 AM Classes

Community Art Project Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 01:30 PM Library

Games Night (ages 13+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:00 PM Library

Youth & Elders Program Dajoh Center 06:00 PM Six Nations

Family Swim Splash Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 07:00 PM Six Nations

The Life Of Santee Smith Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Music/Dance

Turnt-up Tuesdays w Melanie Crawford Club NV 08:00 PM Entertainment

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15

iCloud & Dropbox Major Ballachey Public School 9:00 AM Classes

March Art Madness at Glenhyrst Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 9:00 AM Glenhyrst

March Break Program (ages 10-13) & Thurs. 
March 15

Social Services Gym 9:00 AM Six Nations

PowerPoint Major Ballachey Public School 12:15 PM Classes

Blue Jays Training Camp Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 01:30 PM Library

Dada Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 01:30 PM Music/Dance

Cosplay Party (ages 16+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:00 PM Library

Trivia Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 07:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:00 PM Entertainment

#LOL Comedy Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 09:00 PM Entertainment
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H I P  G I F T S  F O R  H I P  K I D S
Jack   Rabbits

132 ST. GEORGE ST., BRANTFORD, ON
519-304-3328  SHOPJACKRABBITS

213
EVENTS

EVENT NAME LOCATION START 
TIME CATEGORY

THURSDAY, MARCH 16

March Art Madness at Glenhyrst Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 9:00 AM Glenhyrst

I LOVE Art (ages 10+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 01:30 PM Library

Rhythm Of The Dance Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 02:00 PM Music/Dance

Ask a Tech Drop-in County of Brant Public Library (Paris Branch) 05:30 PM Classes

Internet Security for Business Brantford|Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre 
(BRC) 06:30 PM Classes

One Book One Brant Book Club County of Brant Public Library (Burford Branch) 07:00 PM Library

Open Mic Jam & Karaoke Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, MARCH 17

March Art Madness at Glenhyrst Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 9:00 AM Glenhyrst

YAG Party (ages 13+) Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 03:30 PM Library

Youth Drop In (12-16 yrs.) Social Services Gym 05:30 PM Six Nations

Sideways Jays & St. Patrick’s Day Party Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:00 PM Entertainment

Chris Strei on stage The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

St. Patrick’s Day w BarCode Devlin’s Advocate 08:30 PM Entertainment

Vanyah & the Rovers The Duke on Park 08:30 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, MARCH 18

Container Gardening Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:00 PM Library

Family Concert (BSO) Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 02:00 PM Music/Dance

Mariah Phipps (Acoustic Cafe) The Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Music/Dance

Mindful Relaxation Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:00 PM Library

Family Concert (BSO) Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 04:00 PM Music/Dance

Bethany & Mikie (live music) Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Duke on Park 08:30 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Sean Mulrain Devlin’s Advocate 08:30 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, MARCH 19

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM Amtgard

Comedy In Motion With Bob Cates Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 03:00 PM Comedy

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 07:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, MARCH 20

Ask a Tech Drop-in Brant Skills Centre 12:30 PM Classes

Brantford Opera Guild - Discover Opera Brantford Visitor and Tourism Centre 01:30 PM Music/Dance

National Film Club @ BPL Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:00 PM Library

Family Fun Night Social Services Gym 06:00 PM Six Nations

National Film Club @ BPL Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:00 PM Library

One Book One Brant Book Club County of Brant Public Library (Paris Branch) 07:00 PM Library

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment

TUESSDAY, MARCH 21

Emotional Intelligence Brantford|Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre 
(BRC) 9:00 AM Classes

Résumés & Cover Letters Woodman Park Community Centre 12:00 PM Classes

Creative Support Circle (CSC) Meeting Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:00 PM Meeting

eReader Basics County of Brant Public Library (Paris Branch) 06:00 PM Classes

Youth & Elders Program Dajoh Center 06:00 PM Six Nations

Recycled Paper Craft: Bowls Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:30 PM Library

Family Swim Splash Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 07:00 PM Six Nations

Turnt-up Tuesdays w Melanie Crawford Club NV 08:00 PM Entertainment

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22

Safe Food Handling Six Nations Parks & Recreation, Conference Room 8:00 AM Six Nations

Website Creation Major Ballachey Public School 9:00 AM Classes

Word 1 (& Wed. March 29) Major Ballachey Public School 12:00 PM Classes

Tech Talk with Amy Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 02:00 PM Library

One Book One Brant Book Club County of Brant Public Library (St. George Branch) 07:00 PM Library

The Honouring w Logan Staats Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:00 PM Music/Dance

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:00 PM Entertainment

Belly Laffs Roast Battle Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, MARCH 23

Starter Company Plus Orientation Brantford|Brant Business Resourse Enterprise Centre 
(BRC) 9:30 AM Classes

Conestoga Brantford Spring Info. Night Conestoga College (Brantford Campus) 06:00 PM Meeting/Open House

iCloud & Dropbox T.B. Costain/SC Johnson Community Centre 06:00 PM Classes

Buying A House: Mortgages Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch) 06:30 PM Library

DT Concert Series: Jeremy Fisher w The Small Glories Dominion Telegraph Event Centre 07:00 PM Music

Open Mic Jam & Karaoke Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

Check out roundtablepr.com • 519.756.7636 • yvonne@roundtablepr.com

Copy Writing
Media Relations

Publicity
Training & Workshops 

M.C. & Voice Over Services

Check out roundtablepr.com • 519.756.7636 • yvonne@roundtablepr.com

BSCENE.ca
We’re growing and seeking:

• Delivery People (vehicle required)
• Sales Reps (part-time)

Interested? Please contact
jason@bscene.ca

Thank you for your interest. Only those selected to be 
interviewed will be contacted. 
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THE CIVIC CENTRE  
CELEBRATES 

50 YEARS!
On Saturday, March 25 from 1:00-4:00 pm we invite you to 
join us in celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Brantford 
& District Civic Centre!

Visitors can enjoy a variety of free family activities including a 
public skate from 2-4pm, popcorn, cake, hot chocolate, photo 
booth, face painting and more! Opening ceremonies begin at 
1:30pm. All ages welcome!

WHEN/WHAT: 

• 1:30 pm Opening Ceremonies 

• 1:00 – 4:00 pm Free popcorn & hot chocolate (while 
supplies last) 

• 1:00 - 4:00 pm meet Free face painting 

• 1:00 - 4:00 pm meet Free photo booth 

• 2:00-4:00 pm free public skate

The Civic Centre is currently looking for help from the 
community. If anyone has a fond memory and/or picture 
of the Brantford & District Civic Centre or you and a loved 
one or friend at the Civic Centre we would love to hear from 
you! Please share your photo and/or memory by emailing 
melaniebrown@brantford.ca Any photos or names used may 
require a signed permission form which can be supplied. 
Thank you!

Submitted Media Release

EVENT NAME LOCATION START 
TIME CATEGORY

FRIDAY, MARCH 24

Youth Drop In (12-16 yrs.) Social Services Gym 05:30 PM Six Nations

Agatha Raisin and the Quiche of Death Pauline Johnson CVS Cafetoreium 07:30 PM Plays, Ballet etc.

Ophelia Syndrome (live music) Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 07:30 PM Entertainment

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre 08:00 PM Music/Dance

Cory Mercer Devlin’s Advocate 08:30 PM Entertainment

Craig McNair The Duke on Park 08:30 PM Entertainment

Zachary Erickson on stage The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

MARCH 25 TO MAY 21

Andil Gosine & Soheila Esfahani Exhibit Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant Glenhyrst Art Gallery

SATURDAY, MARCH 25

Spring & Summer Registration (Special Olympics 
Brantford) Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 9:00 AM Sports/Fitness

50th Anniversary Celebration Brantford & District Civic Centre 01:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Paul Garon (Acoustic Cafe) The Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Music/Dance

Turkey Supper Sydenham-Heritage United Church 05:30 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Voices Yet To Come Woodland Cultural Centre 07:00 PM Woodland Cultural Centre

Agatha Raisin and the Quiche of Death Pauline Johnson CVS Cafetoreium 07:30 PM Plays, Ballet etc.

Sam Loaker (live music) Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

SteelRiver Duo featuring Lauren Roy Devlin’s Advocate 08:30 PM Entertainment

T for 2 The Duke on Park 08:30 PM Entertainment

Willie & Friends Band Colby’s Billiards 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, MARCH 26

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM Amtgard

One Book One Brant Finale Brant Sports Complex 01:30 PM Library

Agatha Raisin and the Quiche of Death Pauline Johnson CVS Cafetoreium 02:00 PM Plays, Ballet etc.

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 07:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, MARCH 27

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, MARCH 28

A.S.I.S.T. training (& Wed. March 29) Stoneridge Day Care Centre 8:00 AM Six Nations

The Branding Highway Brantford Golf and Country Club 11:30 AM Classes

Website Creation Doug Snooks Eagle Place Community Centre 06:00 PM Classes

Digitize your Family Album Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 06:30 PM Library

Family Swim Splash Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre 07:00 PM Six Nations

Turnt-up Tuesdays w Melanie Crawford Club NV 08:00 PM Entertainment

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29

Smartphone Basics Major Ballachey Public School 9:00 AM Classes

Genealogy Club Brantford Public Library (Main Library) 01:30 PM Library

Hot Docs at the Library! Cty. of Brant Public Library (St. George) 06:00 PM Library

Trivia Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 07:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:00 PM Entertainment

Terri Clark Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Music/Dance

#LOL Comedy Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 09:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, MARCH 30

Hot Docs at the Library! Cty. of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:00 PM Library

Customer Loyalty and Retention Brantford|Brant Business Resource Enterprise Centre 
(BRC) 06:30 PM Classes

Open Mic Jam & Karaoke Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:30 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, MARCH 31

Agatha Raisin and the Quiche of Death Pauline Johnson CVS Cafetoreium 07:30 PM Plays, Ballet etc.

Katie & Joey (live music) Starving Artist Gallery Cafe 08:00 PM Entertainment

Chandler Berardi on stage The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Faith Grace The Duke on Park 08:30 PM Entertainment

Heckle the Band Devlin’s Advocate 08:30 PM Entertainment

BarCode Frankie’s Hometown Tavern 09:30 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, APRIL 1

Blood Donor Clinic Branlyn Community Services 8:30 AM Blood Donor Clinic

Unique Boutique Artisan Crafts For Charity New Covenant Church 10:00 AM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Quarter Auction (Special Olympics Brantford) Sydenham-Heritage United Church 12:00 PM Comm. Event/Fundraiser

Agatha Raisin and the Quiche of Death Pauline Johnson CVS Cafetoreium 07:30 PM Plays, Ballet etc.

SUNDAY, APRIL 2

Amtgard Mohawk Park 11:00 AM Amtgard

Lunch with Legends Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre 12:00 PM Entertainment

SOLUTION
to our Sudoku puzzle (Page 17)
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JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz

facebook @jjackowetz 

I n August-1945, Brantford turned its 
attention to how the post-war world 
would unfold. War production at the 
local factories had come to an end, 

servicemen returned home and assumed 
the jobs they left, and women left the factory 
floors. The City had to catch up with the 
backlog of unaddressed infrastructure and 
municipal needs put on hold during the 
1930s and war years.

War Matters

On 3-October-1945, thousands of cheering 
residents gathered at the train station to 
welcome home the 54th Battery; the first 
unit from Brantford to be deployed overseas 
in December-1939. The last of the war 
children from England left for England in 
December-1945. Over 100 war brides 
move to the City. The No. 5, Service Flying 
Training School closed in 1944 and the No. 
20, Canadian Army Basic Training Camp was 
closed in February-1946. The Brant County 
War Memorial Association was resurrected 
to determine a suitable means to honour the 
causalities of war. The day nurseries funded 
by the Federal government were threatened 
with closures, however the Charlotte Street 
nursery continued operating with municipal 
and provincial funding. Demand for nursery 
spaces remained strong as women 
continued working, but moved from the 
factory floor to the office.

Rationing

Rationing did not disappear after the war 
ended; some items were removed from 
rationing while others were added to the 
list. Nylon stockings were removed from 
the list in February-1946 and there was 
an immediate rush to purchase them. 
Sugar and molasses were removed in 
November-1947. Meat was added to the list 
in September-1945 and was not removed 
until February-1947. Meat was rationed to 
prevent starvation in the newly liberated 
countries in Europe. Restaurants operated 
under a meatless Tuesdays and Friday order 
from July-1945 until August-1947.

Municipal Affairs

The pay-as-you-go practice of City Council 
continued but the need to address the 
accumulating capital deficit meant tax 

increases for the first time since the war 
began. The idea of financing improvements 
over time was given serious consideration 
by council given the built up demand caused 
by years of frugality but adoption of this 
practice would wait until the 1950s.

Finally, after decades of debate and 
discussion, in January-1946 the City 
started to address the issue of inadequate 
street signs by installing new ones. Plans to 
replace City Hall began in haste in 1946 and 
an offer was made for the Market Square, 
but no proposal for redevelopment ever 
materialised.

Traffic congestion and parking were two 
serious issues facing the downtown. 
Commercial activity in Brantford was 
concentrated in the downtown because no 
suburban plaza’s yet existed. To address 
the congestion issue, the City considered: 
increasing the number of traffic lights 
installed (up to 25 more), prohibiting all 
turns at major intersections; introducing 
parking restrictions at rush hour; and twining 
the Lorne Bridge. Motorists suggested 
synchronising the traffic lights but no civic 
department ever took responsibility for this.

Parking meters were introduced in 
December-1946. 312 were installed, the 
largest number of automatic meters in any 
city in Canada. At first they were a novelty, 
but very quickly became a nuisance for 
motorists.

Transit ridership increased dramatically 
during the decade. Ridership went from 2 
million riders in 1940 to 7.4 million in 1945 
with further increases through the remaining 
years of the decade.

Chip wagons, i.e. kiosk selling french fries 
bathed in malt vinegar and dressed with 
salt, first appeared in 1948. The wagons 
were greeted heartily by the public but with 
disdain by the downtown merchants. The 
merchants felt the wagons had an unfair 
advantage because they paid no rent or 
taxes, only a $75 licence fee. Initially the 
wagons had to move around throughout 
the day but could occupy a parking space 
after 5PM by feeding the parking meter. The 
City passed a bylaw limiting the number of 
wagons to four and allowed them to set up 

on the Market Square.

A dog pound was set up and a dog catcher 
hired in 1947.

Postwar Brantford had no sewage treatment 
plant. Raw sewage from homes and factories 
flowed directly into the Grand River. This was 
common practice for communities along the 

River and resulted in objectionable drinking 
water. The drinking water was treated 
and safe, however it tasted bad. The City 
considered pumping water from Lake Erie for 
drinking but it was deemed too expensive. 
The solution was to clean up the River. The 
water quality of the river was so poor that the 
chairman of the Grand River Conservation 
Commission commented: “No self-
respecting fish will live in the Grand River.” 
In 1946, residents voted to build a primary 
treatment plant. City Council decided to 
build the plant only after the City raised the 
money to pay for it, continuing the policy of 
pay-as-you-go. As the decade closed, no 
work on the plant had commenced.

Brantford started to experience power 
shortages in 1948. Because of low rainfall 
conditions, Ontario Hydro set power quotas 
for municipalities in southwestern Ontario 
and began rotating power interruptions. 
Factories started to work on Saturdays 
and close Mondays to conserve power. 
For a time power was cut off at noon for 20 
minutes and between the hours of 4:30 PM 
and 5:30 PM and between 6:30 PM and 7:30 
PM. This became a nuisance for all residents 
and businesses.

In 1949, the Fire Chief recommended that 
the City build a new fire hall to replace the 
station at Dalhousie and Queen Streets. This 
station was overcrowded, lacked training 
space, and was located on a busy and 
congested street.

The growth of Brantford during the 1940s 
led to the beginning of talks regarding the 
annexation of land from Brantford Township. 
Land in the City for industry and housing 
expansion was scarce.

Housing

The housing crisis that plagued Brantford 
during the war years only got worse as 
servicemen returned home and factories 
expanded to meet the peace time demand 
for their products. By 1945, 300 wartime 
homes had been built in Brantford and the 
Committee on Civic Housing estimated 
another 500 homes would be needed.

There were many roadblocks faced by 
the City to get the houses built. The 
Legion lobbied that the homes be made 
available to returning veterans first. There 

was a building materials shortage. Many 
neighbourhoods did not want the homes 
in their neighbourhood because they were 
seen as cheap, temporary housing that 
would devalue their homes. Local builders 
showed little interest in building this type 
of housing because they viewed these 
houses as a waste of scarce materials; and 
the relentless housing demand raised the 
price of labour and materials to the point 
that the homes were no longer economical 
to build. The City converted the barracks at 
two decommissioned Defence Department 
training facilities into apartments for families 
and single rooms for single men. However 
the City was competing with Massey-Harris 
who wanted access to these buildings for 
their workers. More than 750 people lived in 
the converted barracks at the airport in the 
late 1940s.

Public Health

No hospital expansion occurred during 
the war years after the Queen Elizabeth 
Pavilion opened in 1940. Yet demand for 
services increased with the population. 
In December-1945, the hospital board 
proposed that the John H. Stratford building 
be replaced by a modern 8 storey 105-bed 
building, and a 200 bed nurses’ residence. 
Overcrowding was an issue and had been for 
decades. Regarding the raising of funds for 
the expansion the hospital board chair noted 
that if the City and County were able to 
raise over $75 million for Victory Bonds the 
capacity likely existed to raise $1 million for 
the hospital for the health of the community.

The City contemplated ending the fluoride 
experiment with the City’s drinking water 
because of costs until the Provincial 
government agreed to share in the costs.

Education

When Victoria School was rebuilt after 
the fire in 1944 and reopened in 1946 it 
became the City’s most modern school. 
More schools were needed to serve the 
population. It was not uncommon for 
Kindergarten classes to have more than 40 
students, and elementary school enrolment 
exceeded graduations by 200 students. 
In July-1948, construction of Princess 
Elizabeth and Lansdowne schools were 
approved, the first new elementary schools 
built in the City in 25 years.

A LOOK BACK

Example of a Market Square Chip Wagon. Reputed to be 
the best french fries in Canada.
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The Stratford Hospital main building before it was demolished and replaced in the 1950s.
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In 1946, the Local Council of Women drew 
attention to the deplorable conditions that 
existed at the Mohawk Institute, a residential 
school run by the Anglican Church. The 
Council noted that the students had 
insufficient food and clothes, no infirmary 
or sick room, no medical or dental services, 
no recreational facilities, and cold, damp, 
drab rooms. The Department of Indian 
Affairs promised an enquiry but did nothing. 
Conditions in 1950 were unchanged.

Arena / Civic Centre / 
Art Centre

During the war, the City struck a Recreation 
Projects Committee that investigated 
32 arena and auditorium complexes in 
Canada and the United States. After the 
war, discussion began in earnest about the 
need for a new arena or civic centre for the 
City and County that would support various 
activities, e.g. public assembly, music and 
drama productions, lectures and forums, 
convention and exhibit space, hockey and 
skating, basketball, badminton, bowling, and 
gym classes. In December-1945, residents 
voted to support the idea of a multipurpose 
civic centre. There was division within the 
community as some groups advocated for 
separate facilities, an arena for sports and 
a theatre for the arts. In 1947, the mayor 
suggested a partnership between the City 
and Board of Education to build a theatre at 
Brantford Collegiate Institute and suggested 
the Board of Trade launch a campaign to 
fund an arena with three ice pads. By this 

time public interest was waning on the idea 
of a new arena and the proposals were 
shelved.

Arts and Culture

The arts and culture scene really picked up 
after the war. The Cockshutt Male Choir, 
under the direction of, first, Frank Holton, 
and then, George Smale, and the Brantford 
Ladies’ Choir, later renamed the Universal 
Cooler Ladies’ Choir, under the direction of 
Frank Holton, continued their winning ways 
tradition. The Ladies’ Choir placed first the 
1947 Kiwanis Festival in Toronto and won the 
90th Eisteddfod competition in Utica, NY. In 
1949, they won first prize at the Chicagoland 
Festival after placing second in 1948.

In November-1945, the first Brantford 
Music Festival (now known as the Brantford 
Kiwanis Music Festival) was organized by 
the Ontario Music Teacher’s Association 
and attracted over 400 entries. The Eaton 
Operatic Society restarted after the war 

and their annual show performed to sold 
out audiences. The Brant Drama league 
was revived and revamped presenting their 
first production, The Late Christopher Bean, 
in 1949, while the newly organised Lyric 
Opera Guild presented two short operas. 
In March-1949, the dormant Brantford 
Symphony Orchestra was relaunched. The 
orchestra, under the direction of Frederick R. 
Godden, was made up of 44 local musicians.

The Odeon Theatre on Market Street 
opened in 1947. The theatre sat 998. The 
Sunset Drive-In opened in May-1948 on 
Highway 53 opposite the Brantford Airport. 
The drive-in theatre’s screen was 56 feet 
high and the complex accommodated 400 
cars. On 23-November-1948, a downtown 

radio store demonstrated television for the 
first time in Brantford showing a fuzzy black 
and white picture on an 8 inch by 10 inch 
screen, broadcast from WBEN-TV (now 
WIVB) in Buffalo.

Sports and Recreation
In 1948, Last Mark, a horse owned by Jim 
Fair of Cainsville, won the King’s Plate.

The Brantford Red Sox of the Intercounty 
Baseball League won their first 
championship in 1949. Attendance at the 
games at the beginning of the season 
was 2,000 and steadily increased until a 
record crowd of 5,378 watched the Red Sox 
defeat Waterloo on 18-September for the 
championship. This was the heyday of the 
league. Softball was also popular, drawing 
between 1,500 and 2,000 fans to the games 
at Earl Haig Park three and four nights per 
week.

In August-1948, Earl Haig Park was renamed 
Lions Park to recognise the commitment 

of the Lions Club who planned to invest 
$100,000 over ten years to upgrade 
the park facilities. These improvements 
were to include improved drainage of the 
baseball diamond, increased seating, 
more floodlights, a club house, public 
wash rooms, and a children’s playground. 
Major renovations were also completed at 
the baseball stadium at Cockshutt Park, 
formerly known as Agricultural Park, where 
the Brantford Red Sox played, and continue 
to play. Additions included new stands 
to seat 3,000, concrete dugouts, ground 
resurfacing, a new press box, scoreboard, 
and lighting.

Industrial Developments

The cancellation of war contracts had an 
immediate impact on employment as many 
men were laid-off but as the conversion to 
peace time production began there was 
soon a labour shortage. 

By the 1940s, the Adams Wagon factory 
on Mohawk Street became Brantford 
Coach & Body’s main manufacturing plant. 
The former Brantford Carriage factory on 
Pearl Street was relegated to being a parts 
warehouse. The production of wooden farm 
wagons ceased in 1941. The company 
transitioned to the manufacturing of stake 
bodies, steel dump bodies complete with 
their own hydraulic hoists, and all types of 
trailer bodies. In 1947, the workers voted to 
insert the Rand formula into their collective 
agreement; this meant all workers had to 
have union dues deducted from their pay.

In 1944, Waterous Limited became the first 
Canadian manufacturing company to reach 
its 100th anniversary. The company closed 
for the day to honour the milestone. Donald 
Waterous was president of the company 
at this time. There was no family member 
in line as a potential future president so in 
April 1947 Donald accepted an offer from 
Modern Tool Works Ltd. of Toronto to buy the 
company. The company was no longer in the 
hands of local ownership. The new owners 
took the company public with a listing on 
the Toronto Stock Exchange and began to 
modernise the factory.

Ruddy Freeborn achieved success after the 
resurrection of Ruddy Manufacturing factory 
in 1937 and started producing reach-in 
refrigerators for retail use and refrigerated 
display cabinets for food stores. In 1948, 
Hussman Refrigeration Company of St. 
Louis purchased Ruddy Freeborn. In 1950, 
a new modern factory was constructed on 
Frank Street in Holmedale and by 1954 the 
plant on Elgin Street was closed with all 
production transferred to the new facility.

During the late 1930s and early 1940s the 
engineers at Cockshutt were working on 
two company-altering products. The self 

propelled combine harvester was introduced 
in 1944 and in 1947, after years of selling 
rebranded tractors built by others, Cockshutt 
introduced their own Cockshutt designed 
and built tractor, with live power take off 
(PTO). Live PTO ensured continuous power 
to towed equipment even when the clutch 
was disengaged. This innovation, developed 
here in Brantford, forever changed the 
tractor industry and within a few years it 
was difficult to sell a tractor without live 
PTO. Cockshutt expanded their production 
facilities by converting the new plant built for 
Cockshutt Moulded Aircraft during the war 
to tractor and combine assembly. In 1947, 
the workers voted to insert the Rand formula 
into their collective agreement.

Massey-Harris constructed a new foundry at 
their Verity complex and predicted a need for 
800 new workers within two years as their 
production ramped up.

The introduction of the self-propelled 
combine harvester would forever alter 
the business of Brantford Cordage. The 
popularity of the combine harvester 
drastically reduced the need for binder 
twine. Between 1948 and 1951 Brantford 
Cordage replaced and changed virtually all 
the equipment in their factory to remake the 
company. Although binder twine was still 
produced production was focused on the 
more profitable baler twine and ropes.

James Hillier

James Hillier was born in Brantford on 
22-August-1915. He grew up on Hill Street 
and was a graduate of Brantford Collegiate 
Institute and the University of Toronto. 
Hiller perfected the electron microanalyzer 
in 1941 while working at the RCA Labs in 
Princeton, New Jersey. Hillier and colleague 
Albert Prebus built the first North American 
electron microscope at the University of 
Toronto in 1938. Hillier rose through the 
ranks at RCA. When he retired he was 
the Executive Vice President and Chief 
Scientist of the RCA Labs. Hillier remained 
involved with the Brantford community and 
established the James Hillier Foundation in 
1993 to award annual scholarships to Brant 
County students pursuing an education 

in Science. James Hillier Public School on 
Queensway Drive was opened in 1950. Hillier 
is buried in the Farringdon Cemetery on 
Mount Pleasant Road.

Thomas B. Costain

Thomas Bertram Contain was born in 
Brantford on 8-May-1885. He attended 
Victoria School and Brantford Collegiate 
Institute. He wrote for the Brantford Courier 

Brantford Carriage factory on Pearl Street. Used as a warehouse for White Farm Equipment before it was sold 
and demolished.

The Waterous factory complex on Market Street across from the present day Civic Centre.

Dr James Hillier with his Electron Microscope.
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and the Brantford Expositor. He became 
editor of Maclean’s magazine in 1917 then 
went on to become the fiction editor at the 
Saturday Evening Post in New York City 
in 1919. He worked for Doubleday Books 

(1939-1946) as an editor and was the head 
of 20th Century Fox’s story department 
(1934 to 1942). His first novel was published 
in 1942, when he was 57. Costain went on 
to write 22 more books. His 1950 novel, Son 
of a Hundred Kings, was about an orphaned 
boy who grows up in Balfour, which was 
based on his experiences in Brantford. His 
books were translated into 17 languages. In 
1947, Costain began his sponsorship for an 
annual short stories contest for students in 
Brant County secondary schools. Thomas 
B. Costain Public School on Morrell Street 
was opened in 1953. Costain is buried in the 
Farringdon Cemetery.

CKPC

Evelyn Feely became station manager of 
CKPC in 1940, the first woman in Canada 
to hold this position. She was replaced in 
1941 by Florence Buchanan. In 1941, CKPC 
moved to the frequency 1380. In 1946, 
the station increased its broadcast power 
from 100 watts to 1,000 watts. The station 
received an FM radio licence in 1947 and 
CKPC-FM began broadcasting in 1949, 
simulcasting the AM station’s programming.

Arcade Building

The Arcade Building built in 1916 on the site 
of the Crompton’s Department Store that 
burned down in 1915 was Brantford’s first 

shopping mall. The building was home to 
over 30 businesses, including radio station 
CKPC, a ballroom, and a recreation club. 
In 1944, Eaton’s bought the building. The 
building operated as an Eaton’s until 1965.

Bell Telephone Building

In 1947, the Bell Telephone Company of 
Canada purchased the old Digby home, 
a stately colonial house, on the corner 
of Market and Wellington Streets. Three 
generations of Digby’s practised medicine 
from this house starting in 1835. Of 
particular note is that one of the world’s 
first business telephones was installed in 
Dr. Digby’s residence which connected 
him to Samuel Tapscott’s apothecary at 24 
Market Street. When the new Bell Telephone 
building opened in April-1949 it marked 
the introduction of direct dial service to the 
14,000 telephone subscribers in  Brantford, 
replacing operator placed calls. In June-
1949, Bell’s eldest daughter, Elsie May 
Grosvenor, unveiled the statue of Bell in the 
portico of the new building.

Years of neglect of the City’s infrastructure 
and services caught up with Brantford after 
the war and through the late 1940s,1950s, 
and 1960s Brantford had to catch up to meet 
the demands of its residents. This, of course, 
posed a problem for City Council who had 
to meet the demands of the residents for 
services while keeping taxes affordable. 
Brantford began to change, leaving behind 
the large, hulking, heavy brick architecture of 
its past.

Thomas Bertram Costain.

The Sunset Drive In on Highway 53 across from the Brantford Airport.

BSCENE
PUZZLES

SUDOKU
How To Play:
Complete the grid so each column, row and 3 X 3 
box (with bold borders) contains every number 1 
to 9.

Difficulty Level : 2

Used with permission from en.top-sudoku.com

For solution see page 14
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LINDSAY ROCHE

Brantford and Brant County 
highlighted how sport is a universal 
language during the 2017 ParaSport 

Winter Games. The games ran from 
February 10 to 12 at various sporting 
complexes throughout Brantford, Brant 
County and surrounding area. 
 
Sledge Hockey saw athletes battling it out 
on the ice while sitting in a sledge using 
two hockey sticks-one on each side. A 
sledge looks like a sleigh with a blade on it 
and straps to hold the athlete in the sledge. 
This enables the athletes to maneuver the 
rink while sitting. The two hockey stick 
blades dictate their direction on the ice 
along with their arms determining how fast 
they go. 
 
These dedicated athletes displayed grit 
and pride as they propelled their bodies 
up and down the ice using just their upper 
body strength. The game is very fast-paced 
with athletes pushing up, down, left and 
right to get the puck past the opposing 
goaltender. Team West came away with a 
gold medal, Team Central with silver, and 
Team North East with bronze. Three teams 
competed in this sport. 
 
Sledge Hockey was hosted at the Wayne 
Gretzky Sports Centre, which was bustling 
with ParaSport excitement through 
information booths, memorable apparel, 
and various draw prizes. The WGSC also 
hosted sitting volleyball. 
 
The Rise Centre in Brantford hosted 
wheelchair basketball. The wheelchairs 
used in this sport are much more flexible 
compared to the typical everyday 
wheelchair. This allows athletes to 
maneuver easier and cut corners better. 
It was incredible how athletes steer their 
wheelchairs with one hand and dribble with 
the other at high speed.  

 
Athletes shoot with precision using their 
upper body strength. Shooting may be 
more of a task as athletes are much further 
away from the net simply because they are 
sitting. This sport (and many others) truly 
display how there are many opportunities 
for those in wheelchairs to be highly 
successful, competitive athletes. The White 
team snatched gold, Blue received silver 
and Red collected bronze. There were four 
teams competing.  
 
Syl Apps Community School in Paris 
was host to soccer. It is the game we all 
know with a few more bells and whistles. 
ParaSport soccer requires all athletes 
to have a blindfold on except for the 
goaltenders. Soccer is meant for visually 
impaired athletes, and the blindfold makes 
everyone’s sight abilities equal. The game 
ball has a bell in it to ensure athletes know 
where the ball is.  
 
Athletes were dribbling, kicking and 
scoring with ease. A sport like soccer 
truly showcased how visually impaired 
individuals navigate the world with ease. 
Many use the term “visually impaired,” 
but maybe it is just another way to see 
the world. Ottawa and Kitchener kept the 
playing field even throughout the weekend, 
so they both went home with gold metals.  
 
Lastly, many ParaSport athletes use 
guide dogs to support them throughout 
their journey this weekend and beyond. 
A special “woof woof” to their furry 
companions who dedicate themselves to 
making sure those with impairments can 
lead the best lives they possibly can.  
 
The 2017 ParaSport Winter Games exhibits 
how sport can positively impact those of 
any ability. Sport can be modified to fit 
anyone’s needs to show that everyone has 
talent, and a place to display it. Sport is 
truly a universal language that we all can 
get behind, and appreciate.  

2017 PARASPORT GAMES

1 2 3
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PHOTOGRAPHY: 1. Opening Ceremonies (Heather Cardle); 2. Wheelchair 
Basketball (Heather Cardle); 3. Archery (Dean Ellis); 4. Boccia (Belinda Clements); 
5. Opening Ceremonies (Heather Cardle); 6. Nordic Skiing (Heather Cardle); 7. 
Sitting Volleyball (Heather Cardle); 8. Opening Ceremonies (Heather Cardle); 9. 
Soccer (Heather Cardle)
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FROSTY FEST 
in Harmony Square & Market Square

             BELINDA CLEMENTS             
Frosty Fest 2017 was anything but frosty. Balmy temperatures and sunshine made 

for a unusually warm Family Day weekend. But despite the warmth Downtown 
Brantford saw record numbers come out to the festival.

In Market Square there were vendors, princesses and super heroes, bouncy 
castles, and Lego centers. In Harmony Square there was food, Snow Taffy, skating, 

and music.

Brian Beatty and Freedom House along with their volunteers did another amazing 
job of pulling it all together. It was a fabulous way to spend some time.

Story and Photography by: Belinda J. Clements

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK AT FEBRUARY THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

CHILLY WILLY COOK OFF, FEBRUARY 26 D JASON FREEZE

DT CONCERT SERIES, FEBRUARY 14 D DENISE KINCHSULAR
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SANDRA L. ANDERSON

twitter @Sandlyn

🔗  sandlynpublishing

AGATHA RAISIN AND 
THE QUICHE OF DEATH 

A COMICAL WHO-DUNIT FROM 
NOVEL TO STAGE

ICHTHYS Theatre is launching its season with 
AGATHA RAISIN AND THE QUICHE OF DEATH 
opening at Pauline Johnson CVS at the end of March.

Tired of her frantic paced hectic life as a Public 
Relations executive, Agatha Raisin leaves her PR 
business in London England and retires to a lovely 
cottage in the Cotswalds in the (fictional) village 
of Carsley, 10 miles from Evesham. The brisk and 
aggravating Raisin, is like a fish out of water, and in an 
effort to fit in, enters a local quiche baking competition. 
Only hitch is that she can’t cook, so she buys one in 
London. After the judge is poisoned by her quiche, 
she turns sleuth to try to live down her cheating 
embarrassment, clear her name and show the quirky 
characters of Carsley that she is worthy of them. This 
comical whodunnit is based on the first of the hugely 
popular MC Beaton series of books turned television 
series in England, adapted for the stage by Joseph 
Robinette and directed by Martin Smith.  

“We stumbled upon this play quite by accident,” says 
Smith. “The wrong script arrived to us and the title 
immediately grabbed our attention.” He adds, “After 
reading the script and watching the movie I was 
enamored with the combination of whodunnit mystery 
and dry, deadpan humour touched with a sprinkling of 
sarcasm and self-depreciation.” 

The lead role of Agatha Raisin is very meaty. She 
appears in almost every scene and the story is told 
from her perspective. It is played by newcomer to 
ICHTHYS Theatre, Angela Rea of Ancaster, ON.

Rea says she found an audition notice for the play 

when she was putting together a list of all the 
community theatres within commuting distance to her 
home.

“I was immediately interested in Agatha Raisin because 
the character and my own life share some similarities, 
although not the murder part,” she says.

Angela Rea and Agatha Raisin, share the same initials 
of their names, the same profession and the same 
country. Agatha leaves London for Carsley, Angela left 
England for Canada. 

Rea says although the Agatha stories are English, she 
was not familiar with the books or movie, but after 
seeing the audition notice she looked up the movie 
online and watched it the same day. 

Rea got involved with community theatre two years 
ago, with the Burl-Oak Theatre Group in Oakville. She 
most recently performed in LABURNUM GROVE for 
Dundas Little Theatre.

“This will be my fourth play,” she says. “The first was a 
10-minute short. I’ve had lead roles before, but this is 
definitely the biggest role with the most lines. Also, the 
blocking, which involves learning where you have to be 
on stage when you say your lines, is definitely the most 
complex I’ve experienced.” 

“There’s a lot to remember,” says Rea. “I feel 

excited about the role, but also, a strong sense of 
responsibility to the rest of the team and the theatre 
group as a whole.” She adds, “It’s a little daunting.”

When asked if she identifies with the character she 
says, “Oh yes! Absolutely!  I am English, from London, 
like Agatha, and made a big change in my life as she 
did. She left London for the Cotswolds, I left London 
for Canada. And like Agatha, I also run a PR business. 
However, mine is a small consultancy, not a major 
agency like Agatha’s. Finally, like Agatha, I am not much 
of a baker and once created the most appalling quiche 
for a family dinner party. Fortunately, nobody died,” she 
jokes.

Of the director and cast she says, “Martin is a very 
strong director and it’s clear that he can also act. He 
has a big job managing a large cast, which takes a lot 
of organizing.  It has been very rewarding working with 
him, and the cast and crew are a lot of fun.”

“I wish I got involved in theatre sooner,” says Rea. She 
says he originally got involved as a way to meet new 
people.

She says, “I knew from the age of 9 that I wanted 
to act but regrettably, I never gave it a proper try 
professionally when I was younger. Local theatre 
has provided me a wonderful opportunity to finally 
get on stage and give it a try and I have to say, I love 
the entire experience…finding out about upcoming 

SANDRA  ON SCENE

Angela Rea plays the lead role in ICHTHYS Theatre’s AGATHA RAISIN AND THE QUCHE OF DEATH playing March 24-April 2, 2017 at 
Pauline Johnson CVS, Brantford, ON.
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productions, auditioning, rehearsing, and of course the 
performances.” She adds, “But the performances are 
really just the tip of the iceberg, there is so much that 
goes into them, so many new people to meet, and so 
much learn.”

Rea first came to Canada as a late teen. “I spent a year 
in Canada working as a nanny for a lovely family when 
I was 19. It was a very positive experience and I felt 
a deep connection to this country. A few years later I 
applied to emigrate and that same family helped me 
get settled on arrival and we’re still great friends.” 

She and her husband settled in Ancaster. “We wanted 
to raise our son in a small town with a strong sense of 
community. My father-in-law had taught in Hamilton 
and suggested we look at Ancaster. As soon as we 
drove into the town from the highway, we immediately 
had an emotional connection to the place. It just felt 
like home. We’ve been in Ancaster 9 years now.”

Of Brantford Rea says, “I did not really know Brantford 
very well before getting involved in the play, but knew it 
was famous for Sir Alexander Graham Bell and Wayne 
Gretzky. Since getting involved with ICHTHYS Theatre 
I’ve made a point of finding out more about it, and it 
has a rich history. When the play is over and we have 
more free time in the evenings and weekends, we plan 
to explore it more.”

Director Martin Smith, who is also president of 
ICHTHYS board of directors says of his cast, “When 
you are dealing with a large varied cast, it is a real gift 
to be blessed with not only strong leads like Angela 
Rea as Agatha, Ralph Tutin as Bill and Jessica Hamilton 
as Wilkes, but top shelf actors who have thrown 
themselves into delightful secondary characters.” He 
adds, “The list, which is 22 actors deep, is a riches of 
wealth that is making this an incredible journey.”

He says there are both challenges and benefits 
working with a large cast. 

“I think every cast member picks up on the energy that 
such a large sized cast produces,” says Smith. “We 
have been fortunate to have such a remarkable team.”

The set in usual ICHTHYS style is black curtain 
background with minimal set pieces indicating the 
various locations. The setting is modern, so many 
cast members are using costume pieces from their 
own wardrobe. String quartet music is being used to 
transition between scenes. 

“The show has a real sense of momentum, rolling from 
one scene into another very quickly and the urgency 
of the string quartet music really helps to build the 
suspense of the show,” says Smith. “And yet, at the 
same time, it maintains that element of playfulness 
that is weaved throughout the script.” 

Smith has directed five shows for ICHTHYS, four 
of which he wrote, including last year’s THE OTHER 
NOISE. 

“AGATHA RAISIN AND THE QUICHE OF DEATH is the 
kind of script I wish I had written.” He adds, “I enjoy 
the whodunnit genre and the comical feel is very 
appealing. Most of the plays I write are comedy, but I 
have never tackled the whodunnit genre.”

Also unique to AGATHA RAISIN AND THE QUICHE OF 
DEATH, it has a corporate sponsor.

“This is the first time that ICHTHYS Theatre has 
partnered with a sponsor like The Crew Real Estate 
team,” says Smith. “They are incredible supporters of 
the arts in Brantford, so this is a perfect marriage for 
us.” He adds, “They bring a lot of enthusiasm to what 
they do and I believe this will benefit both groups. 
We have a wealth of talent in community theatre in 
Brantford and anything we can do to bring greater 
exposure to that talent is a good thing.”

Brand Ambassador for The Crew, Joshua Wall says, 

“At The Crew Real Estate we recognize how important 
it is to support our local arts and culture scene. By 
partnering with a long standing theatre company such 
as ICHTHYS, we help support their role in nurturing up 
and coming performers of all ages and giving them a 
means to develop and showcase their talents. We are 
also able to directly offset the costs associated with 
putting on such a production, giving the cast and crew 
the freedom to focus purely on the show. We hope 
that this new avenue for ICHTHYS will encourage other 
local businesses to support the local theatre scene. 
This will also help raise awareness of how powerful 
that scene is within our community, and we thrilled to 
be a part of it.”

This play launches ICHTHYS 2017 season.

“I think we have a wonderfully well rounded season for 
2017,” says Smith. “AGATHA RAISIN AND THE QUICHE 
OF DEATH is sweet theatre candy, with a funny script 
and plenty of laughs. We’ll follow that with the thought 
provoking medical drama THE GOD COMMITTEE 
this spring, feature children’s plays in August (Left 
of Centre Festival) and then a family favourite with 
ANNE OF AVONLEA to celebrate Canada’s 150th this 
November.”

ICHTHYS also does a touring school show in the 
spring featuring teens who write the script themselves 
on an anti-bullying theme. And a theatre camp for 
children partnered with The Friendship House on Grey 
St., Brantford.

AGATHA RAISIN AND THE QUICHE OF DEATH is 
playing at the Pauline Johnson Collegiate Vocational 
School theatre, March 24-26 & March 3 -April 2, 
2017, with Friday and Saturday Shows at 7:30 pm 
and Sunday matinees at 2:00 pm. Tickets are Adults: 
$15.00 and Seniors/Students: $10.00.

To order or reserve your AGATHA ticket or buy 
season’s tickets visit www.ichthystheatre.ca   or call 
519-751-5411.

ICHTHYS AGM 
HIGHLIGHTS
ICHTHY’S Theatre’s Annual General Meeting, (AGM) 
held at Glenhyrst Art Gallery on February 18, 2017 
was well attended. It was catered with tea coffee, mini 
scones, muffins and fruit by the Golden Teapot. 

President of ICHTHYS board of directors, Martin 
Smith says, “We were honoured at this year’s AGM 
to have Bruce and Scott Farley join us to talk about 
their acting careers. It is a unique story in that father 
(Bruce) followed son (Scott) into the acting world 
after retirement. Each of the them has found success 
with Scott appearing on the CBC show The Moblees 
and Bruce becoming a regular fixture at community 
theatre in the Brant area along with numerous TV 
commercials. They shared their stories with humour 
and honesty and left everyone in attendance with 
a real sense of the passion and love they have for 
acting. ICHTHYS Theatre was also pleased to have 
Brant MPP Dave Levac with us, who spoke at length of 
the importance of theatre and the arts to Brantford.” 
Levac went to school with Bruce Farley and shared an 
amusing story of some of his classroom antics.

“He even had it in him then,” he said of Bruce’s talent 
for acting.

Levac said, “You are not a whole person without the 
arts,” and he congratulated ICHTHYS on 17 years of 
arts and offering wholeness to the community.

Artistic Director and founder of ICHTHYs, Lorna 
Stratton says, “ICHTHYS Theatre again enjoyed the 

Lorna Stratton gives Bruce and Scott Farley an improv challenge at the ICHTHYS AGM Feb. 18, 2017.

Martin Smith, President, and Lorna Stratton, Artistic Director, 
of ICHTHYS Theatre.
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SHANNON HUGMAN

facebook Shannon Hugman

🔗  shannonhugmanastrology.com

PISCES: It’s your month to take the stage and share 
yourself with others. What do you love? How can you 
align your life with it? It’s time to shine. 

AQUARIUS: Self esteem lessons are on the table this 
month. Update your sense of self worth and watch life 
respond abundantly. 

CAPRICORN: Express yourself this month. Notice how 
you communicate to yourself and others. It’s a great 
time to update old attitudes and outdated beliefs. 

SAGITTARIUS: What do you need to feel safe and 
secure within yourself? It’s a month of updating your 
definition of home. This could include changing or up-
grading where you live.

SCORPIO: Get creative, playful and have some fun this 
month! Your creative essence is running on overdrive 
so make the most of this inspiring time.

LIBRA: You can spend a lot of time in your head but this 
month the cosmos is asking you to get into your body. 
How does your body feel? What does it need? Listen 
and then respond accordingly.

VIRGO: Long term relationships are in the spot light this 
month. How can you love yourself a little deeper? Self 
love is the medicine all your relationships are looking 
for. 

LEO: Time to take the plunge into the unknown. Let life 
take the lead. Let go of control and see where you are 
carried. 

CANCER: What are you believing about yourself? The 
more you can expand your beliefs, the more life has to 
offer. Believe it and you’ll see it.

GEMINI: Right now you may feel as though you have a 
legacy to build. Work may be in the focus but remember 
playtime is also a priority. Working too hard could lead 
to burn out. Be easy on yourself and you will do fine. 

TAURUS: Notice the people who come into your life this 
month. Many new connections are forecasted. Allow 
your circles to expand, go out to new events and make 
an effort to connect with others. It’s also safe to let go 
of outdated relationships. 

ARIES: You like to move forward courageously but this 
month you may need to take a step back. Don’t worry 
that’s actually a good thing. Give yourself space and 
time to relax. You do not have to do all the things right 
now. There will be time for that later. 
  

Looking for even deeper insight?
Shannon is available for personal readings.

MARCH HOROSCOPESvenue of Glenhyrst Art Gallery for its yearly AGM. Particularly fun was an informal interview with Scott 
and Bruce Farley, the St George father and son dynamic duo who both pursue live theatre and television. 
Greetings were also delivered by long-time supporter MPP Dave Levac. ICHTHYS is well into rehearsals 
for its 2017 season, with the first show coming the end of March. Agatha Raisin and the Quiche of Death, 
a comical who-dun-it based on the MC Beaton books is also enjoying a series run on TVO. ICHTHYS 
looks forward to meeting new patrons and welcoming back old friends.”

After the Farley presentation, the Board held their meeting, presenting the Annual Report and dealing with 
business. During the meeting Joshua Wall, Brand Ambassador for The Crew real estate team spoke about 
how excited The Crew is about sponsoring ICHTHYS first show of the season AGATHA RAISIN AND THE 
QUICHE OF DEATH and how it is hoping to work with ICHTHYS in the future.

Next year’s AGM will again be planned for Glenhyrst in February 2018. 

www.ichthystheatre.ca

AN AWARD WINNING HARVEST 
Paris performance Theatre’s HARVEST, written by Dan Cameron and directed by Linda 
Lloyd-MacKenzie was adjudicated on its opening night Feb. 17, 2017 by the Western 
Ontario Drama League (WODL). Although the play was not selected for its festival in Guelph 
during March Break, the performers Catherine Camp-Paynter and Bruce Farley were both 
nominated in the Outstanding Performance in a Lead Role categories. The play was also 
nominated in the Best Visual Production category. The Award of Merit for a Stand out 
Staging Moment was awarded to director Linda Lloyd-MacKenzie for a scene in which both 
actors change between playing the character Ron who rents their farmhouse. Director Linda 
Lloyd-MacKenzie says the adjudicator “really enjoyed the fluidity of the changes with the 
sunglasses and their movement.” 

She says of opening weekend, “Audiences have been great… I’d say around 70 a show. 
Standing ovations every performance so far. Tons of excellent comments. It definitely is a hit 
and we are very proud of the show.”

Paris Performers’ next play, SUBURBAN STANDOFF written by Michael Grant, directed by 
Greig Graham is set for the last two weekends of May at the Paris Fairgrounds.

www.parisperformers.com

Catherine Camp Paynter and Bruce Farley in their award-winning staging moment, during the performance of HARVEST by Paris Performers 
Theatre in February.
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March 27, 2007 is a day that forever 
changed the life of Crystal Jefferies-
White.

The mother of three and dependable, 
veteran nurse with 30 years of hospital 
experience at the Brantford General began 
her day like any other.

“I wasn’t scheduled for work that day, so I 
wasn’t planning to do too much,” she said. 
“But I do remember complaining of a minor 
headache at work the evening before.” 

Little did she know that by day’s end life 
would force her on an arduous journey of 
personal tragedy, stoic determination, and 
ultimately, survival.

She has no memory of that day, or even 
the day before other than feeling dizzy, and 
it was only by chance that her husband 
Jim, who was normally away at work, just 
happened to be home at the time gardening. 

Jim found Crystal in their bedroom 
incoherent and unable to speak.  She was 
rushed to the Emergency Department at the 
Brantford General where she immediately 
underwent a CT scan. The news was not 
good.  

Crystal had suffered a brain aneurysm and 
a haemorrhagic stroke. The prognosis was 
grim and doctors did not expect her to 
survive.  

Unfortunately, the Brantford General was 
unusually overloaded the day that she 
was admitted and there were no critical 
care beds available for her type of medical 
emergency. Further investigation revealed 
that there were no beds available in the 
entire province, so she was emergency 
air lifted to Millard Filmore Gates Circle 
Hospital in Buffalo, New York where surgeons 
operated on her serious brain bleed.

Crystal lay for three weeks in a medically 
induced coma until her condition stabilized 
enough for her to be transferred back to 
Hamilton to begin her long path to recovery. 
But after her arrival, another CT scan 
uncovered two additional aneurysms, and 
she had to undergo another surgery to 
prevent them from rupturing.

In the long weeks that followed her second 
surgery in Hamilton, Crystal was still 
unaware of her condition. She repeatedly 
asked her doctors and nursing staff if she 
was dying, but the area of her brain that 
controls language and communication had 
experienced severe trauma and she was 
unable to effectively vocalize her thoughts 
coherently. 

“I remember continually asking the doctors, 
nursing staff and family members if I was 
dying of lung cancer,” she said. “They would 
all smile at me and answer ‘yes.’”

She didn’t realize the questions she 
verbalized sounded correct in her head but 
were unable to be understood by anyone 
that heard them. 

Eventually, Crystal’s naturally analytical 
mind pieced together enough evidence to 
conclude that she must be dying, and she 
continued to believe this throughout the 
long months that followed.

However, events continued to perplex her. 
She remembers her sister, Jackie,  had 
flown in from Los Angeles to visit and 
bought her a new outfit to wear in the 
hospital.

“Why would she waste her money on 
someone who is dying?” she thought. 
“And when will they move me from the 
Rehabilitation Unit over to Palliative Care?”

Crystal remembers finally coming to terms 
with her eventual fate and finding peace, but 
was unaware that her medical condition was 
slowly improving.

Several weeks later, Crystal managed 
to scrawl a few words onto note paper 
while visiting friend and Physician, Dr. 
Jeff Manning. His response was the 
breakthrough she needed.

“I wrote ‘CA?’ onto a note, which is the 
medical abbreviation for cancer,” she said. 
“Jeff shook his head and said calmly ‘No, 
Crystal, you are not dying of cancer.”

At that moment, Crystal said the floodgates 
opened and she wept uncontrollably with joy 
and relief, and thoughts of her family.

As the weeks wore on, Crystal learned that 
she had developed aphasia as a result of 
an injury to the left hemisphere of her brain 
from her aneurysm and stroke. 

Aphasia can impact auditory 
comprehension, verbal expression, reading 
and writing, and functional communication. 

People afflicted 
with aphasia exhibit 
symptoms that range 
from occasional 
trouble finding words 
to losing the ability to 
speak, read or write, 
but intelligence is 
unaffected. 

Physicians 
recognize that 
there is often a 
six-month window of heightened 
recovery from aphasia followed by two 
or more years of regular rehabilitation. 
However, in most acute cases of aphasia,  
an important degree of brain function can 
often be restored by working as quickly 
as possible with a speech-language 
pathologist. 

Crystal was introduced to speech 
pathologist, Jan Roadhouse at the BCHS 
Patient Rehabilitation Department and 
together they set out to rebuild Crystal’s 
vocabulary, writing and comprehension 
skills.

That process would take Crystal and Jan 
several years of gruelling work.

“I was determined,” said Crystal. “I remember 
thinking ‘yes, it’s a lot of work and it’s horribly 
frustrating, but I will talk again!’ I could feel 
my brain getting better with every word I 
learned.”

One of the most important tools to 
managing life with aphasia is the network 
of support needed to deal with the natural 
setbacks and frustrations that most patients 
experience. 

Fortunately, Crystal has a very supportive 
family and friends that were continually 
at her side. Their support was essential 
during the most critical period of Crystal’s 
recovery, and  she attributes a lot of her early 
successes to their love and kindness.

“I was so lucky,” said Crystal. “My husband, 
Jim, was a trades teacher and he was off all 
summer, and my other sister, Kim, stopped 

working and took turns with Kelly Lee, my 
neighbour, to help me get to appointments 
because I couldn’t drive at that time. 
Everyone was amazing.”

She also places a lot of importance on 
positive energy when faced with any difficult 
setback. 

“I remember chiding myself when I got 
blue,” she said.  “I’d think ‘Crystal! Come 
on! You can see, you can walk and your 
thoughts work. Check your head! Other 
people are far worse than you! Deal with it 
and move on.’”

Ten years later, things are much different. 
After retiring from the Brantford General, 
Crystal spends much of her time returning 

the care she received to her friends and 
family. 

“For ten years, I felt 
like a prisoner in my 
own head, but now 
I’ve been freed to help 
others,” she said.

Crystal spends her time 
looking after her mother, 
who lives in Brantford, 
enjoying quality time with 
her young grandson and 
grocery shopping for Jim’s 
elderly aunt. 

“I’m busier now than I 
ever was, but it’s a good 
busy.  I spend a lot of time 
baking in the early hours 
of the morning,” she said, 
noting that the music helps 
her concentration and focus. 
“I need to hear something as 

I work. I love Jim Cuddy’s music and Blue 
Rodeo is always playing as I bake.”

When asked what advice she would give to 
stroke survivors or people dealing with the 
effects of aphasia, Crystal is very clear. “Get 
out of your house. Join a support group. 
Don’t waste your time. Every day you wake 
up, be glad that you’re alive. Stay positive and 
always, always move forward.”

In 2016 Crystal wrote a book with the help 
of writer Peter Muir  detailing her personal 
story, and offering advice and tips for stroke 
survivors. You can pick up a copy of Waking 
Up from a Stroke: The Story of Crystal 
Jefferies-White at the BCHS Foundation 
office, located at 200 Terrace Hill Street, 
A-Wing entrance for $16. A portion of the 
proceeds benefit the BCHS Integrated 
Stroke Unit.

Call the Brant Community Healthcare 
System Foundation office at 519-751-5510 
for more information or visit our website at 

bchsysfoundation.org.

If you are interested in the Brant 
Community Healthcare System 

Foundation’s volunteer program,  
please contact Kari Astles, 

Senior Coordinator of Volunteer 
Engagement  

at 519-751-5544 extension 2276.

WAKING UP FROM A STROKE 
THE INSPIRATIONAL STORY OF CRYSTAL JEFFERIES-WHITE

S
ub

m
it

te
d

 p
ho

to
s



Entertainment & Community Guide




