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BScene is a local Entertainment & Community Guide, 
showcasing the #BRANTastic features of Brantford, 
Brant and Six Nations through engaging content and 
with the Best Event Guide in our community. 

BScene is distributed free, every month through key 
community partners throughout Brantford, Brant 
and Six Nations. BScene has a local network of over 
500 distribution points including local advertisers, 
retail outlets, dining establishments, and community 
centres. For a complete list, please visit bscene.ca 

As a community paper and forum for sharing thoughts 
and experiences, the views expressed in the magazine 
are not necessarily those of the Publisher, Editor, 
other contributors, advertisers or distributors unless 
otherwise stated. 

BScene is wholly owned and published by Jason 
Freeze. All content © 2017 and all rights to distribution 
are reserved by BScene. 

ADVERTISING
BScene distributes 10,000 copies to over 500 drop 
locations throughout Brantford, Brant and Six Nations 
each month. BScene also publishes unique online 
content throughout each month as well as providing 
the Best Event Guide in the community. We have an 
engaged and dedicated readership who are invested 
in experiencing what our community has to offer. 
For advertising inquiries, please contact:
Jason Freeze
226-802-2299 
jason@bscene.ca 

The BSCENE Team
 
OWNER, PUBLISHER
Jason Freeze ( jason@bscene.ca)
 
 DESIGNER
Josef Stevens  (acmedesign.ca)
 
LEAD REPORTER
Yvonne Van De Wiele-Cooper  
 
COLUMNISTS
Nancy Dow
Heidi Hopf
Jack Jackowetz
 
SENIOR PHOTOJOURNALIST
Dean Ellis

PHOTOJOURNALISTS
Heather Cardle
Denise Kinchsular Hoag
 
EVENT GUIDE COORDINATOR / 
GRAPHIC DESIGN
Edith Freeze (events@bscene.ca)
 
DELIVERIES
Bruce Freeze
Community Living Brant Members
 
EVENT GUIDE LISTING 
events@bscene.ca 

COVER 
Supplied Graphic

BE SEEN WITH 
BSCENE

BSCENE AROUND 
TOWN IN JANUARY

inside
this issue

Brantford Symphony Concerts 3

For the Love of Our Community 4 

County of Brant Public Library 4

BScene Food Scene 5

Brantford Music Club 6 

Benjamin Dakota Rogers 7

Your Neighbourhood Experts 8 - 9

#BRANTastic Valentine 
Shopping Guide

10

BScene Puzzles • Sudoku 11

FEBRUARY EVENT GUIDE 11 - 14

Small Business Thriving in 
Brantford-Brant

14

Be Seen with BScene 14

BRC - Be Your Own Boss 15

Downtown Brantford 15

A Look Back - The 1970’s pt 1 16 - 17

Be Seen with BScene 18 

Paris Chamber of Commerce 
Featured Member

19

Theatre Scene 20 

Be Seen with BScene 21

Jack de Kyzer Band 22

BCHS Foundation 23

BSCENE’s RECYCLING PROGRAM –  
STAYING LOCAL THROUGH THE ENTIRE CHAIN

From beginning to end, the BSCENE paper stays local and supports local 

endeavours. Our publication starts out by being printed locally at Ricter 

Web Printing. From there, we distribute locally to many businesses and 

organizations within our grand community. Then, at the end of the month, we’ll 

collect any left over papers for recycling. These papers are recycled through 

a special fundraising program with Sydenham-Heritage United Church and 

Hartmann’s Canada. Hartmann’s is a local egg carton manufacturer located 

in Holmedale that turns the papers into egg cartons, which are sold back to 

you at the store. The money raised through this fundraising program gets sent 

back to Sydenham-Heritage United Church to be used in their Green programs 

for sustainable upgrades. BSCENE prides itself on supporting local whenever 

we can and is honoured to be able to stay local from start to finish.

Change is Difficult.  Our WHOLE TEAM Works Together with You.
If you are unhappy with your present providers, we are ready for you!

Respect Starts Here.

Methadone Maintenance Treatment

Mon. - Fri. 7am-6pm Sat. 8am-3pm Sun. 9am-1pm

BScene was seen celebrating reading with the County of Brant Public Library for their  
One Book One Brant event. 
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A member of the Brantford-Brant Chamber of Commerce and
the Paris and District Chamber of Commerce
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Your LOCAL Butcher Shop

403 Fairview Dr.
519-752-3151

www.strodes.ca

Specializing in All your BBQ needs!

YVONNE VAN DE WIELE-COOPER

twitter @YWiele

🔗 roundtablepr.com

Philip Sarabura says the professional musicians that make up 
the Brantford Symphony Orchestra (BSO), are the absolute 

best that can be found.   

The BSO Artistic Director and maestro points out, for any given 
concert the BSO performs, there is only ever one rehearsal that 
takes place on the day of the concert. 

“They’re like the NHL All Stars,” he says of the musicians that 
live in and around the area, many of whom also belong to other 
orchestras.  

Sarabura would like more people, including younger individuals, 
to experience a BSO performance because, “everything is so 
much better when it’s live.”

There are two upcoming opportunities for that experience to 
become a reality.

They include a Valentine’s “Brunch with Bach” on Sunday 
February 11th at the Brantford Polish Hall on Pearl Street, 
featuring a delicious brunch and music by Bach “and his 
Baroque buddies.”  

Sarabura describes it as a great deal in a great venue and “a little 
bit more than just brunch”, with excellent musicians.

And then there’s something called “Presto Mambo!” to help heat 
things up over March break.

Made possible by generous sponsorship dollars from the Trillium 
Foundation, “Presto Mambo” runs March 17th at the Sanderson 
Centre for the Performing Arts.  

The Platypus Theatre travels throughout North America with a 
number of different interactive show themes, weaving various 
types of music into a storyline.  

Their interactive theatre adventure performed in conjunction 
with the BSO is aimed at entertaining the whole family, with 
friendly ticket prices and a taste of Latin American cultures.  

There will also be an “instrument petting” zoo at 2:25 in the main 
lobby before the 3 p.m. matinee, where children can learn about 
musical instruments and their owners.

“We’re very much committed to the school shows, it breaks the 
ice with the kids,” said Sarabura.  

Having been BSO Artistic Director since 2008, Sarabura says a 
number of non-traditional efforts to initiate audience members 
to the BSO have been somewhat successful, including 
presenting the music of the Beatles and Elton John, through the 
“Jeans and Classics” series.

The BSO stages four shows a year and the first one on tap for 
next fall “Great Overtures and Great Performances” which along 
with symphonic music will also feature solo performances from 
The Brantford Music Festival.

“And we’re going to end with the 1812 Overture, complete with 
simulated cannons!” said Sarabura.

The Christmas show will feature the Isler Singers, a professional 
choir from Toronto. 

Sarabura points out “we’ve had choirs on stage before, but 
never of this caliber.”  

That’s always followed by the March Break school show and 
another one in April featuring renowned organist Ian Sadler.

Sarabura admits although there are loyal core supporters, they 
never quite fill the house at the Sanderson Centre.

He says a large part of the hurdle to get people into the seats, 
is to get them to try something they’ve never tried before that 
takes them out of their comfort zone.

“But when we do get people to take the jump they come 
away saying, what an incredible experience, especially at 
the Sanderson Centre which is such a beautiful place,” said 
Sarabura.  

“My advice to people is, you’ve got to just try it, it’s not as if 
you’re mortgaging your house to get a ticket,” he points out.

BSO performances are a bargain in comparison to what concert 
goers in the GTA would fork out.

They run at 30 to 40 dollars, while tickets to the “Presto Mambo“ 
March Break show are just 10 dollars and free to all children and  
students, thanks to the Trillium Foundation which is footing the 
full cost of the show.

Like most organizations, ticket sales cover about a third of the 
BSO’s costs and they rely on donations from private individuals 
and various foundations.

Sarabura says a generous bequest ($400,000) from the Mary 
Stedman foundation a few years ago, has put the BSO in a 
“happy place” these days.

For tickets to the March 17th performance of “Presto Mambo” 
contact the Sanderson Centre box office at 519-758-8090 or 
go online at sandersoncentre.ca.

For “a Valentine Brunch with Bach” on Sunday February 11th call 
the Brantford Symphony Orchestra at 519-759-8781, check 
them out online:

   🔗  brantfordsymphony.ca

   🔗  onstagedirect.com/bso (for tickets)

BSO OFFERS “BRUNCH WITH BACH” AND MARCH BREAK MAMBO
Aims to introduce younger people to live classical music
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A performance by Platypus Theatre of Presto Mambo
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BSO Artistic Director
Philip Sarabura



4 BSCENE.ca Entertainment & Community Guide

FOR THE LOVE OF OUR COMMUNITY

JASON FREEZE

twitter  @Jason Freeze
 

facebook  jason.freeze

🔗   BScene.ca

Of all the winter months, February is the month that is packed with the most 
community events. With Valentine’s Day and Family Day nestled in the heart of the 

month, February has a lot of opportunities for us to love our community. 

These events are a great way to connect with our families and lots of other people 
too. They let us share the experiences of winter fun, tasty food, and supporting our 
community. These events can even shape our relationships by growing them stronger 
and creating new ones. As we experience our community, we also add new experiences 
to our relationships. 

While there are many events to go and experience this month, I would like to highlight a 
few. 

To kick things off, St. Leonard’s will be holding their annual Soup Challenge to raise funds 
for their programs that help many people in our community. They bring a bunch of local 
restaurants together to warm our tummies and our hearts by supporting the community. 

Following this, the City’s annual Family Day activities take to the streets during Frosty 
Fest. Hosted by Freedom House, this event brings joy to many families as they have 
some fun in the snow. 

And to round things out this month, the annual Chili Willy Cook Off will have friends and 
family come together to taste many different kinds of chili in a friendly competition that 
will raise funds to sustain other local events. 

There’s something else that’s #BRANTastic with all three of these events too. All of them 
are located in the heart of our community, Downtown Brantford.

With all the love going around this month, it’ll be hard not to join in the fun. So make sure 
to go out and experience what our community has to offer! It’s sure to warm your heart! 

Remember, you can always find out more event details on our online Event Guide at www.
bscene.ca! 

CHRISTINE MACARTHUR

 🔗 brantlibrary.ca 

facebook brantlibrary 

twitter @brantlibrary

instagram brantcountypubliclibrary 

The County of Brant Public Library is offering 
a free family event on Sunday, April 14 at 

the Syl Apps Community Centre, Paris.  Families 
are invited to take part in the Family Literacy 
Committee of Brant’s Let’s Read activities which 
take place between 9:00 am to 1:00 pm during the 
Paris Maple Syrup Festival. This year’s Let’s Read 
title is The Man with the Violin by Kathy Stinson, 
and every family who stops by to participate will 
receive a free copy of the picture book.

Public literacy events reinforce the importance 
of reading for education and entertainment, 
and teach children about community pride and 
connection—and they’re always a lot of fun! 
Participants at past library events keep coming 

back for more. Leah Clement, who has been 
bringing her children to the Paris Branch for years, 
now brings her great-niece. “Caylee’s mom is 
home with a new baby, so I bring her to the Library 
to read with me. It’s not like the library of ‘days 
gone by’…it’s like your rec room. The kids can 
play and read and interact with other children. 
We come to Storytimes and stay after, we bring 
snacks and spend time. Why isn’t everybody 
coming here? Now that we know about Let’s Read, 
we’ll go so Caylee can interact with other kids who 
love reading.” 

Organized by the Family Literacy Committee of 
Brant, Let’s Read encourages family reading by 
choosing one Canadian picture book each year 
and distributing free copies to families at various 
events planned between January and April.  
Created as a community literacy network, the 
FLC strives to enhance awareness of the value of 
literacy as an essential skill and has been working 
since 2004 to provide programs that support life-
long literacy.

Previous 2018 Let’s Read events featuring author 
Kathy Stinson took place at the end of January 
at both the County of Brant and city of Brantford 
public libraries. For more information on Let’s Read 
activities, please visit the Family Literacy website 
at www.familyliteracy.ca.

LIBRARY FOSTERS SENSE OF COMMUNITY 
THROUGH READING
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Her Majesty the Queen
dined here in 1997, 
YOU can too!

Paris Rd. W. & 687 Powerline Rd. Brantford
519.753.3131              1.888.448.3131
www.TheOldeSchoolRestaurant.ca

info@oldeschoolrestaurant.ca



Restaurant
Piano Bar
Wedding Chapel
Est. 1982






156 Market St.
519-304-6000
www.bentking.com

Open Daily - 10am to 10pm

BRANTFORD

164 Colborne St. W. Unit 1A
Brantford
519.753.0001
www.vintnerscellarbrantford.ca
vintnerscellarbrantford@gmail.com

Create Your Own
Quality Wines

NANCY DOW

twitter@deliciouslybtfd

facebook deliciouslybrantford

instagram deliciouslybrantford

The idea of creating your own wine may seem daunting but in just 3 simple steps you are 
able to create fantastic wine at an extremely reasonable cost.

Since 1993 Vintner’s Cellars across Canada have been helping people discover the art of 
wine making from beginning to end.

Upon arriving at the shop, you will be greeted by Crystal and John, experienced professionals 
who have been in the business since 2014. With their help in the full process you will create 
an average of 29 - 30 bottles per batch with packages starting at less than $4.50 per bottle. 
All packages include corks, shrink wrap and standard labels that are fully customizable. Plus, 
there are deals for new vintners - 30 free bottles or $20 off your first batch! It’s as simple 
as walking in the door to get started, nothing else is needed.  The savings are great and it 
is so convenient to always have wine on hand for entertaining or gifts. A side benefit is the 
reduced use of sulphites in the wine - many customers report having no or fewer headaches 
than experienced with commercial wines.

Choosing which wine to make is simply the challenging part of the process - picking a wine 
you are familiar with is always a good start.  Commonly known varieties are widely available 
with whites such as Chardonnay, Pinot Grigio or Riesling; and reds like Merlot, Pinot Noir or 
Shiraz. All of these give excellent flavours but branching out into something different might 
give you the experience you are looking for in this DIY adventure. With over 60 varietals you 
can try something new every visit!

The varietal juices are sourced primarily from California and Chile and are maintained to keep 
the stock on hand as fresh as possible as the harvests change. 

The Supreme 100% juice is exactly that, pure juice. No water is added to start the process 
and it is completely ready to add the yeast to get started.

The Gold Medallion wines are a concentrated juice to which reverse osmosis water is added. 
Located right inside the store, the Reverse Osmosis station is there to provide the water 
used in the wines as well as a home or office water bottle refill station.

For more refined palates, choosing a Limited Reserve series with features from Italy, Australia, 
and region-specific vineyards may be more your style. 

However, with the tempting fruit wines available you might be looking for this refreshing 
alternative. There are 19 varieties such as Wild Blueberry Bergamais, Tangerine Sauvignon 
Blanc, Tropical Fruit Chardonnay or Raspberry Zinfandel. All of the fruit wines are extremely 
popular during the spring and summer seasons but could easily help you get through the 
dark dreary days of winter while dreaming of the sun.

No matter which style or variety you have chosen, the process for you remains the same. 
After you have selected your wine, you 
add the yeast to the juice and in about 
six weeks you come back for the fun 
experience of bottling your finished 
wine in a bright, cheerful atmosphere 
with up to date equipment.

While the wines can be consumed 
as soon as you arrive home, most 
achieve better flavours with age. 
Ideally, if you are creating for an event, 
it is better to allow yourself several 
months to prepare in advance in order 
for it to fully develop the full range of 
flavours. If you are thinking of wine for 
summer, now is the ideal time to get 
started!

The team of Crystal and John are 
committed to providing as much 
information to you on the wines, 
process and how to care for your 
wine to ensure you have the best 
experience possible. The last two 
years have yielded 10 awards 
for wines from an international 
competition with entries worldwide - 
the quality of the wine is amazing!

After recovering from a heart attack 
that John endured in 2008, John and 
Crystal have decided that everything happens for a Riesling.  During the month of February 
for each new batch made, $5 will be donated to The Heart & Stroke Foundation. 

This wine making duo would like to welcome you to their ‘family’. What better time then 
now? Stop in and see them today for more information or to start a batch! No appointment 
necessary. 

Vintner’s Cellar reminds everyone to always consume responsibly 
and never drink and drive!

🔗   vintnerscellarbrantford.ca     facebook  Vintners-Cellar-Brantford-Ontario

Photos: Nancy Dow

FOOD SCENEBSCENE



DO YOU LOVE MUSIC?
DO YOU LOVE SUPPORTING 
LOCAL YOUNG MUSICIANS?

DO YOU LOVE MUSIC?
DO YOU LOVE SUPPORTING 
LOCAL YOUNG MUSICIANS?

LYNN HAYLOCK

🔗   brantfordmusicclub.ca

facebook  /brantfordmusicclub
If the answer to those two questions is yes, then you should head to the Sanderson 
Centre on the evening of Friday, February 9th to enjoy the annual Young Artists Recital 
presented by the Brantford Music Club.

The concert will be featuring students from the Naomi Wratten Piano Studio and from 
the Hernández Voice Studio and from all reports it will be an exciting and entertaining 
evening.

The students from the Naomi Wratten Piano Studio invite you to join them for FOUR, 
SIX, EIGHT HANDS as they work together and play together to present favourites from 
the piano ensemble repertoire.  You will hear music for four hands and eight hands as 
two grand pianos take centre stage. The following young artists will be performing:  Leo 
Huang, Eric Eigler, Stuart Eigler, Beata Guo, Max Guo, Jayden Hsaio, Jerriann Hsaio, 
David Huang, YingYing Huang, Gavin Joseph, Simon Klunder, WIllem Klunder, Charlotte 
LaPointe, Daniel Liu, Nathaniel Liu, Kendra Perras and Hannah Martin.

The young singers from the Hernández Voice Studio will once again present CLASSICAL 
FUSION.  The concert will be a mixture of classical and musical theatre ensemble pieces 
from Mozart to Queen!  The following singers will be featured:  Jillian Davis, Cecilia Arva, 
Isabella Lauer, Jordan Goodridge, Massimo DiFelice, Jacob Davis, Tristan Hernández and 
Michael John Hernández.

As an added bonus, prior to the main concert and at intermission, there will be a lobby 
concert featuring students of local music teachers.  This promises to be an entertaining 
concert - for all ages.   YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS IT!  

A complimentary reception will be held following the concert to which members of the 
audience are invited.

The concert begins at 7:30 p.m. with doors open at 7:00.  Tickets are available through 
the Sanderson Centre Box Office.  Adult:  $20, Student:  $5, Child (Grade 8 & under):  FREE
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Sanderson Centre for the
Performing Arts

88 Dalhousie Street
Brantford ON   N3T 2J2

Naomi Wratten
Piano Studio

FOUR,
SIX,
EIGHT
Hands!

Hernàndez
Voice Studio

CLASSICAL
FUSION
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HEIDI HOPF

facebook  HeidiHopfJournalism

This month I had the joy of speaking with Benjamin Dakota Rogers, a young folk 
musician from Mt. Pleasant. Not only is Rogers a fantastic multi-instrumentalist but 

a writer seemingly skilled beyond his years. His poetic songs tell stories of war, love and 
loss. 

While reading through the lyrics posted on his website it became apparent to me that 
age is irrelevant when it comes to the circumstances that make up the human condition. 
I couldn’t help but wonder if there was a process that Rogers follows to channel such 
emotions. 

“I just improve 90 per cent of my songs. I just kind of sit there in my dark music room at 
three in the morning and make it up. Sometimes it is the entire song in one run, other 
times I have to piece bits of stuff together. For the most part it’s just an improve thing,” 
explained Rogers. “I usually don’t have ideas what I want to write about. I just spit out a 

bunch of lines and build around it. It’s just whatever ends up coming out.”

When Rogers isn’t performing or writing music he is knee-deep in his passion 
for vintage instruments. He spends his off-time collecting and repairing vintage 
guitars and violins. This passion has also played a huge part in his writing 
process. Rogers explained that he often feels that the instrument guides his 
writing, as though the songs fall out of them. 

“I think that’s part of my love for older instruments, especially when writing folk 
music. A lot of it is stories and history and you’re making it up. I’m 21 years old, I 
haven’t gone to war or done anything super exciting other than play a bunch of 
shows. I feel like the instrument has a huge influence on the music. When I get a 
new guitar I’ll write a bunch of songs and the story is different (from other guitars). 
They’ve been played by other musicians and they’ve been worked in. They have 

songs in them.”

I appreciated 
Rogers’ 

willingness 
to accept 

the part that 
nostalgia can play 

when it comes to the arts. These days I find 
so many new artists seemingly afraid to admit the love of the old, for fear 
they may seem too hip or pretentious. We touched on this idea when I asked him 
his thoughts on music romanticizing the idea of the cigarette. My curiosity arose 

hearing his last album Whiskey & Pine, wrought with reference to cigarettes and 
whiskey although he rarely drinks and never smokes.

“…I feel like it’s one of those things that kind of goes along with it (nostalgia). For 
instance, in every old picture of Bob Dylan he has a cigarette hanging out of his 

mouth. I think that most musicians are nostalgic for the musicians that came 
before them and the guitars and the old gear that they’ve never used, and 

along with that comes a lot of those kind of images.” 

At this point I was fortunate enough to have a quick listen to the 1930’s 
Regal archtop he had in tow, as well as a crash course lesson in the 

bone structure of various shaped guitars. The seemingly spiritual 
connection he had been speaking of throughout the interview 

became apparent while he held the guitar... when he cradled it as 
though it were a lost limb he had recently been reunited with. As 
Rogers played he told me of an interesting conversation he once 
had. 

“I was talking to this old musician once and he said he didn’t like 
new guitars because they don’t know they are guitars yet. They still 

think they’re trees.”

It isn’t all just whimsical writing and guitar repair for Benjamin Dakota 
Rogers. He has begun a tour that will take him across Canada and into 

the United States straight into the mid-summer. He is also putting the finishing 
touches on his new album due to be finished early next month. Rogers has been 

recording at Hamilton’s Catherine North Studios with producer Dan Hosh. 

Having written his first album when he was in grade 11 and experiencing a two-year gap 
since his last, he has noticed the change that time can have on his music.

“I feel like my headspace is a lot different than it used to be. I’m just trying to make an 
album I’m really happy with and not worrying about anything else,” Rogers said. “I think 
these new ones are just a lot more me.”

It’s not often we get to see a musician grow through these influential ages. This is sure to 
prove to be an equally pleasurable journey for both the listener and for Benjamin Dakota 
Rogers. 

For more information and tour dates go to benjamindakotarogers.com
MUSIC SCENEBSCENE

BENJAMIN DAKOTA ROGERS
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WHAT DOES AN ATTENDANCE 
MANAGEMENT POLICY DO?

Monitoring and dealing with employee 
attendance at work is very confusing and 

complicated.  With the addition of new Personal 
Emergency Leave days, employers are no longer 
permitted to ask for doctor’s notes for “sick days” 
taken under the PEL provision.  But what happens 
if they have used all of their PEL days and they call 
in sick? Or they just refuse to show up to work on 
time, regularly?

Employers have the right to expect honesty and 
integrity from Employees.  If an employee’s use 
of sick time or absenteeism is determined to be 
dishonest, the Supreme Court has ruled that the 
dishonesty “violates an essential condition of the 
employment contract, breaches the faith inherent 
in the working relationship, or is fundamentally 
or directly inconsistent with the employee’s 
obligations to his or her employer” (McKinley vs 
BC Tel, 2001).

Here are some common terms you need to know: 

“Culpable Absenteeism” applies to an employee 
who is guilty of habitual neglect of duty, defined 
as persistent lateness or leaving early without 
permission or abuse of leave provisions.  If your 
employee fails to provide proper documentation 
after repeated warnings, you may have “just 
cause” to terminate their employment.

“Innocent Absenteeism” occurs when an 
employee is not able to attend work on a regular 
and productive basis due to circumstances 
beyond their control (illness or other 
circumstance). This situation must be a long-term 
ongoing issue, with no hope of positive resolution 
for either side, if the employer wishes to terminate.  
If the cause for absenteeism is an illness or 
disability as defined under the Human Rights 
Code, Employers may wish to seek legal advice.

Employees suffering from an illness or injury that 
is not covered by WSIB are required to provide 
“evidence that is reasonable in the circumstance” 
to prove their illness/disability.  Vague notes 
stating “Joe is unable to work for four weeks” 
with no other supporting documentation are not 
enough.  

In all cases of employee absenteeism, please 
remember this rule: “DOCUMENTATION IS YOUR 
FRIEND”.  Make notes of the dates/times of 
absence, any “patterns” you see developing, and 
especially document any discussion(s) you have 
with the employee regarding this behaviour.  

An Attendance Management Policy will clearly 
outline the steps to be taken when dealing with 
both types of absenteeism, and the disciplinary 
process that would be followed. Contact me today 
to draft your Policy!

Got Questions? Contact me for help with 
all of your Human Resources needs.

 Kissinger HR Services
519.755.9254

kissingerhrservices.com

THE IPHONE BATTERY 
SLOWDOWN 
CONTROVERSY

Apple caused quite the controversy when it was 
discovered that internal software caused the 

iPhone battery slowdown.

The Confession

After initial skirting around the issue, Apple finally 
confirmed what iPhone users have long suspected: 
older generation phones experience a significant 
decrease in performance speed. All was well and 
good until the tech behemoth admitted that the 
slowdown was intentional; caused by a new coding 
feature added to their iOS software last year.

Apple claims the practice helps combat problems 
that arise from iPhones’ aging lithium-ion batteries. 
As the battery gets older, it is unable to hold a 
charge. This causes batteries to abruptly shut down 
if overused or under too much stress. The iOS 
software Apple implemented can prevent these 
disruptions by slowing capability and performance. 
But because it seemed to be a device issue 
rather than a battery issue, users were buying new 
iPhones rather than simply replacing their batteries.

Customers and consumer advocacy groups were 
outraged by the apparent lack of transparency. 
It seemed to some that Apple was benefiting 
from customer confusion, which the company 
deliberately caused. Once an iPhone user on Reddit 
discovered the issue, the online backlash was swift 
and fierce. Just over a week later, the company 
was forced to formally apologize for the mix-up, 
claiming, “First and foremost, we have never — and 
would never — do anything to intentionally shorten 
the life of any Apple product, or degrade the user 
experience to drive customer upgrades.”

The Fix

To appease disgruntled customers, Apple 
announced that it would reduce the price of its 
battery replacements on specific models through 
the end of the year. In conjunction, the company 
stated that the new iOS software update in 2018 
would improve user experience and include 
features that allow users to determine the condition 
of their iPhone battery. 

If you want to avoid the line ups and wait at the 
Apple store most professional repair shops offer 
iPhone battery replacement service at competitive 
prices. 

185 King George Road Unit A2
Brantford

519.304.3550
cpr-brantford.com

HUMAN RESOURCES

YOUR MOBILE LIFE

KATHRYN KISSINGER

STEVE & LORRAINE 
GARNHAM

GREAT ADVICE FROM YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD EXPERTS!

HOW LIGHTING AFFECTS 
COLOURS

The light in a paint store is typically courtesy 
of strong, fluorescent lights and not a lighting 

effect you will probably ever want to reproduce in 
your own home. Therefore, the paint colour you 
choose from the selection of chips will definitely 
look different on your walls. In addition, it will look 
different on your walls than it will on the walls of 
your neighbour’s house across the street, too. 
The type of lighting in your home strongly affects 
how colours look in your room. Here is how 
different lighting will affect your paint colours:

Natural Light

Unless you live in a basement, the sun is our 
main source of light but the colour and warmth of 
the light depends on the direction your room is 
facing. If your room faces north, the light tends to 
be cool or even grey. This allows you to choose 
warmer colours that might be too bright for 
rooms with southern or eastern exposures. If your 
room faces south, the light will be warm and quite 
intense around mid-day. Pale, cool shades work 
well — unless you really want to make a statement 
— and darker colours that you may normally shy 
away from, will not make your room look dreary or 
smaller than you imagine. If your room faces east, 
the light will be a brighter yellow. Pale colours 
brighten, warm shades like pink will glow, and 
cool colours will appear a bit more neutral. If your 
room faces west, the light will be muted and a 
soft orange. Soft, warm hues like pale pinks and 
yellows look great as do richer reds and greens.

Artificial Light

Even during the day, but especially at night, the 
type of lightbulb (and its warmth rating) will affect 
the colour of your walls. The measurement of 
warmth ratings for lightbulbs is in Kelvin (K). You 
can always find this rating on the packaging. 

Lower numbers (2700K-3500K) are a softer, 
warmer light and tend to be a bit more yellow. A 
mid-range number (5000K) is a true, white light. A 
higher number (6500K) will be cooler and tend to 
be bluer.

To choose the best colour for your space, always 
take home colour samples or even buy a tester 
can of the paint colour(s) you are interested in and 
paint small swatches on your walls. Look at the 
paint at different points throughout the day to see 
how the colour changes in morning, afternoon 
and evening. Weather also plays a factor in 
colours. Overcast skies tend to muddy colours 
and mute cleaner colours. Moreover, if the option 
is there, try swapping out different light bulbs to 

get the effect you are after.

The Colour Shoppe Inc.
41 Morton Ave. East

519.753.3406
colourshoppeinc.com

HOME

CHRIS SCHMIDT

BScene is proud to offer advice from local experts for issues important to you. The advice provided is that of the participant and is not endorsed, nor does it necessarily reflect the opinion of BScene.

THE HEART AND BRAIN 
CONNECTION

February is Heart Health Month and although 
seemingly quite different from January’s 

Mental Health Awareness month, it is really a 
continuation as the two have much in common 
(and I’m not talking about the weather!)

Heart disease is still the number one leading 
cause of death for both men and women 
worldwide.  Most people think of heart disease 
as one condition but it is really a group of 
conditions which affect the structure and 
function of the heart such as arrhythmia, angina 
and coronary artery disease/atherosclerosis 
(blocked arteries due to plaque build up). 
According to the Heart and Stroke Foundation, 
8 in 10 cases of premature heart disease and 
stroke is preventable though healthy lifestyle 
behaviours which include a healthy diet, regular 
exercise, maintaining a healthy weight, managing 
stress and not smoking. 

The same is also true for mental health. Omega 
3 fats and EPA are not only beneficial for 
relieving mild to moderate depression but also 
for reducing inflammation and improving heart 
function. Supplementing with B vitamins not 
only helps your body deal with stress, they lower 
homocysteine levels which is a factor in the 
cause of high blood pressure. Magnesium is not 
only helpful for calming anxiety - it relaxes blood 
vessels and can help lower blood pressure.

Dr. Dean Ornish, a well known cardiologist and 
researcher wrote a book in 1998 called “Love 
and Survival” and it says that: “people who are 
depressed and lonely and isolated are 10 times 
more likely to get sick and die prematurely than 
those that have a sense of love and connection 

and community. His program for reversing heart 
disease, even in severe cases, without the 
use of cholesterol lowering drugs and surgery, 
isn’t just about managing stress and changing 
diet and lifestyle; it’s about creating a sense of 
community and bringing people together.”

So it seems Heart Health month is situated 
perfectly in February; following along after 
Mental Health in January and combining 
Valentine’s Day (love) and Family Day 
(connection). Let’s get out there and sow the 
love and reap the health!

The Hollow Willow Health Store  
15 Grand River St. N.  

Paris, ON 
519-442-6001

HEALTH & WELLNESS

SUSAN SERRE, RHN



9FEBRUARY 2018 facebook  Twitter  BSCENEPaper

COMMUNICATIONS

A STORY OF HOSTED 
PBX VS MANAGED PBX
 

Hosted PBX is a great way to save money 
and make managing your phone system 

easier.  You don’t have a phone server hidden 
away in a closet as your phone system is 
“Hosted” on your provider’s server on the 
Internet.  It is also easier to manage as it does 
not require dedicated wiring in your office 
and you can manage the entire system online 
using a browser.  The key point here is that You 
manage it.

About 6 years ago, before I started Cozzmic 
Communications, a customer called me for 
some help.  He had a Hosted PBX system and 
needed to change the auto attendant.  They 
spent a day trying to figure it out before giving 
up.  Then they emailed support a few times and 
waited for 3 days without getting an answer 
before calling me as their trusted IT/Software 
professional, even though I knew nothing about 
phones.

It took me less than 10 minutes to update their 
auto attendant.

Although they were saving money, they 
weren’t getting the support they needed and 
didn’t have or remember the training in order 
to manage their phone system.  So, they 
asked me what it would take to start a phone 
company.

That’s how Cozzmic Communications started.

Today, I’ve re-imagined Hosted PBX into a 
Managed PBX model.  With Managed PBX, if 

a customer needs to make a change, all they 
have to do is call or send us an email and we 
get it done.  Most of the change requests we 
receive take less than 5 minutes to complete 
because we use the system every day and 
know what needs to be done.  When it comes 
to changes, you just have to come up with the 
What and we’ll handle the How.

Of course, if you want to manage everything 
yourself, we can do that too.

Cozzmic Communications

519.756.0741
www.COZZMIC.com

facebook.com/cozzmicphone

ROB SIMMONS

THE MONTH OF LOVE

The month of loving on people is here.  
When I think of February, two main events 

come to mind.  The first one is obvious.  
Valentine’s Day! Typically, everyone runs out to 
the card section of the store they frequent and 
sometimes spend 30 minutes or more trying 
to find that “perfect” card. You never really find 
it.

What if there was a way to send a card and a 
special gift that could include beautiful photos 
and YOUR heartfelt message to the person 
who means everything to you? At a fraction of 
the cost.  Would that interest you?  If you are 
intrigued, contact me and let’s get together.  
We still have time.

Here’s a twist for business owners!  Don’t you 
just love your customers?  How do you show 
them that you appreciate their business?  
How about setting up a Valentine’s card that 
you can send to multiple people who you 
appreciate in your business!  How about letting 
your employees know how much they mean 
to you!  Sending them this unexpected card 
will definitely set you apart and above your 
competition.  Contact me if you would like to 
“Create the Possibilities!”

And finally, in Canada we celebrate Family Day.  
What better way to express the importance 
of family by sending a card and gift.  If you are 
interested in finding out how, contact me.  We 
can make it happen.  

February is the Month of Love!  Let me show 
you how it can be extra special!

Call or TXT
226.236.9380

sendoutcards.com/
paulvandeven

GREETING CARDS & GIFTS

PAUL VANDEVEN

TUTORING

INTRODUCING 
TUTOR DOCTOR
 

Caroline and I brought Tutor 
Doctor into Brantford, Paris 

and surrounding area to help our 
community by providing custom 
in-home tutoring for all subjects, all 
grades, and all ages.  I want to be part 
of a catalyst in helping our students’ 
educational goals.  I enjoy learning 
and found that as I got older that 
learning process never stops.  We 
now get to learn about the families we 
visit and their dreams and goals.

Through our Magical Match process, 
we find the right Tutor who can help 
demystify the subject and show that 
everyone can learn.  Sometimes 
we just need to learn a different 
approach that makes sense to 
us. That’s okay, there is no wrong 
way to learn as long as you learn. 
The excitement when they start to 
understand and the fear they had 
dissipates and changes to happiness.  
This is what fuels Caroline and I to do 
the best that we can for you and your 
family.

As part of our commitment to offer 
the best support, our Tutor’s provide 
after each session a Session Report 
which you will receive through email.  
Keeping you in the loop as to the 
progress that has been made.  We 
love to hear the success stories so 

please feel free to share them with us.

Let Tutor Doctor Brantford unlock 
your child’s full educational potential.  

Contact us today to setup your free 
in-home assessment!

Tutor Doctor

Neil Howard
nhoward@tutordoctor.com

Caroline Howard
choward@tutordoctor.com

Or call 1-800-4tutors.

NEIL HOWARD

CONTRACTS: PLAIN 
ENGLISH VS. LEGALESE

Many new and existing business 
owners shy away from creating and 

using contracts as part of their business 
operations. They feel that potential clients 
will be intimidated by the length and 
wording in many formal contracts used over 
the last 20+ years. For business owners, 
this presents a challenge with the potential 
outcome being the loss of a new customer 
or project.

Today, let’s discuss an alternative. Instead 
of avoiding resources that are meant to 
protect you and your business, overcome 
the challenge all together by customizing 
your own contract to fit your needs and 
expectations.

First, it is important to understand that 
contracts and service agreements are 
an important step when creating new 
partnerships, starting new projects and 
hiring new staff. These documents clearly 
lay out the guidelines and expectations 
negotiated by the client and business 
before an agreement is made and 
operations start.

Next, contracts come in handy when 
outlining project details, start and end 
dates, payment schedule and method, as 
well as liability and resource management. 
It is your lifeline that protects you and your 
business.

Third, when drafting a contract or service 
agreement, engaging with a business 
or corporate lawyer for assistance is 
beneficial; plus, there are some great online 
resources to assist you.

Finally, when reviewing your contract, make 
sure that you read it from start to finish to 
ensure that you understand it. Today, it is 
recommended that you use plain English, 
when appropriate, to explain your intentions 
and expectations; documents that use too 
much ‘legalese’ wording can confuse or 
frustrate potential clients or staff. Keep it 
clear and concise.

Food for Thought: Many great relationships 
start with a good conversation and solid 
handshake. Unfortunately, a handshake 
or verbal agreement is hard to ‘prove’ in a 
court of law when a client doesn’t pay you 
on time, or at all.

wordstock
wordstock.ca

jodi@wordstock.ca

facebook & instagram @wordstockdocuments

DOCUMENTS

JODI LAKING
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Valid at your Brantford DQ Locations ONLY:
115 King George Rd.  519-756-2062
930 Colborne St. East  519-756-3933

Limited Supply - ORDER YOURS TODAY at www.dqcakes.com
Bring in a Hard Copy of this Ad & Get $1.00 OFF

Follow us on Facebook for a Chance to WIN Cakes during the year!!!

Opening Date:
Saturday February 3/18

Hand Crafted Belgian CHOCOLATE Treats
for your Valentine!

320 Colborne St. West
Brantford (Sobey’s Plaza)
519-751-1119

Brantford Blooms

Florist

344 Colborne St. Brantford
226.250.3121
info@brantfordblooms.com
www.brantfordblooms.com

Say
Happy Valentine’s Day
with Fresh Flowers

Dave Levac
MPP Brant
101-96 Nelson St.
Brantford  N3T 2N1
519.759.0361 (phone)
519.759.4953 (TTY)

Dave Levac
MPP Brant
101-96 Nelson St.
Brantford ON N3T 2N1
519.759.0361 (phone)
519.759.4953 (TTY)
Dlevac.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org

Say                    with

Happy

Valentine’s 

Day

Tickets
for the

2nd Thunderbird Jamboree
Sunday April 29, 3:00 - 8:00pm

Gunner’s Club
115 Henry St. Brantford

Enjoy:
 Light Meal (catered by Jenny Carpenter)
 Live Country Music (Southbound,
      Jim Otterbein, Barbara Saunders Axford,
      Gary Austin, JK Gulley, Brent Johnson
      & Murray Williams
Tickets:  ONLY $20 each
The Brantford Bookworm, 331 Brant Ave.
Tom  519-788-6363, Thosryerson@gmail.com
Marilynne  519-753-6465 

#BRANTastic
Valentines

Shopping
Guide
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FEBRUARY 
2018

Visit bscene.ca for more event information. 
Submit your events online using our convenient 
submission form! Closing date for next edition: FEB. 20
Email cancellations and changes to events@bscene.ca

BSCENE
PULL-OUT
EVENT GUIDE

BSCENE
PUZZLES

SUDOKU
How To Play:
Complete the grid so each column, row and 3 X 3 box 
(with bold borders) contains every number 1 to 9.

Difficulty Level : 1

Used with permission from 
http://en.top-sudoku.com

For solution see page 13

YOUR GUIDE TO 
227 EVENTS IN 
BRANTFORD, BRANT
AND SIX NATIONS.

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

ONGOING EVENTS

Feb 1 to Feb 23 - From the Ground Up (Yellow Brick Wall 
Exhibit)

Wilfrid Laurier University (Brantford Campus)  
Yellow Brick Wall

The Arts

Feb 1 to May 31 - Little Picassos Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 06:30 PM Education

Feb 1, 8, 15 & 22 - Red Hot Poker Tour - Free League Manny’s Place 07:00 PM Entertainment

Feb 1 to 22 - Zumba Fitness with Joan Minnery Sydenham-Heritage United Church 07:00 PM Sports

Feb 1 to Mar 1 - Aquafit “Low Impact” Brantwood Recreation Therapy Centre (Entrance #1) 10:00 AM Sports

Feb 1 to Mar 1 - Free Drop-in Music Night Brantwood Recreation Therapy Centre (Entrance #1) 06:30 PM Entertainment

Feb 1 to Mar 11 - Clearing Exhibit (Kapwani Kiwanga) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant The Arts

Feb 1 to Apr 18 - Six Nations Flu Clinic (walk-ins welcome) Gane Yohs Health Centre 9:00 AM Community - SN

Feb 1 to Apr 26 - Scrapbooking Meetup County of Brant Public Library (Scotland-Oakland) 06:00 PM Education

Feb 1 to May 4 - Despite All Misconception and Loss… Woodland Cultural Centre The Arts

Feb 1 to May 4 - …Since Forever…Exhibition Woodland Cultural Centre The Arts

Feb 2 to Mar 23 (M,W & F incl Feb 19) - Public Skating Gaylord Powless Arena 12:00 PM Community - SN

Feb 2, 9, 16 & 23 - Wine and Cider Appreciation Brantford Farmers Market 12:30 PM Education

Feb 3 to Mar 23 - Youth Skate Program Gaylord Powless Arena 03:30 PM Community - SN

Feb 3 to Mar 24 - Beginner Skate (standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:00 PM Community - SN

Feb 3 to Mar 24 - Public Skate (no standards) Gaylord Powless Arena 07:30 PM Community - SN

Feb 5 to Mar 19 - After School Program (6-9 yr. olds) Social Services Gym 03:30 PM Community - SN

Feb 5 to Mar 19 - Family Fun Nights Social Services Gym 06:00 PM Community - SN

Feb 5 to Feb 26 - Zumba Fitness with Joan Minnery St. Basil’s Church Hall 07:00 PM Sports

Feb 6, 13, 20 & 27 - Red Hot Poker Tour - Free League Manny’s Place 07:00 PM Entertainment

Feb 6 to Apr 24 - $2 Drop-in Fitness Class Brantwood Recreation Therapy Centre (Entrance #1) 06:30 PM Sports

Feb 6 to Apr 24 - $5 Drop-in Boot Camp Brantwood Recreation Therapy Centre (Entrance #1) 07:00 PM Sports

Feb 7 to 28 - Aquafit “ On the Wall” Brantwood Recreation Therapy Centre (Entrance #1) 01:00 PM Sports

Feb 7 to Mar 21 - After School Program (10 - 12 yr. olds) Social Services Gym 03:30 PM Community - SN

Feb 7 to Apr 25 - Casual Knit & Chat County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 06:30 PM Education

Feb 7, 14, 21 & 28 - Red Hot Poker Tour - Free League Buck’s Tavern 07:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 01

Blood Donor Clinic Burford Fairgrounds 03:00 PM Community

Fish & Chips @ The Knight’s of Columbus Knights of Columbus Hall 04:00 PM Community

LOVE Scrabble Tile DIY Workshop From The Attic Interiors 06:00 PM Education

Progressive Euchre Tansley’s Coffee Emporium 06:00 PM Community

Yoga Classes (Kathy Brown Yoga) Our Lady of Providence Catholic School 06:30 PM Sports

Buck’s Open Mic & Songwriters’ Night Buck’s Tavern 09:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 02

Groundhog Day @ Tansley’s Tansley’s Coffee Emporium Entertainment

Brantford’s Curl for Stroke 2018 Brant Curling Club 8:30 AM Sports

Weekly Skate Exchange Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 03:30 PM Community

Live Music with Max Sandison Tansley’s Coffee Emporium 06:00 PM Entertainment

SNA Badminton - family St. Gabriel Catholic Elementary School Gym 06:30 PM Sports

SNA Badminton - adult (16+) St. Gabriel Catholic Elementary School Gym 08:00 PM Sports

Street Pharmacy Club NV 08:00 PM Entertainment

R.A.T. House Band on Stage The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Eric Mills Devlin’s Advocate 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 03

Blood Donor Clinic Branlyn Community Centre 8:30 AM Community

11th Annual Storybook Breakfast (Kids Can Fly) Celebration Church (formerly New Covenant Church) 9:00 AM Community

Annual Auction Sale Sydenham-Heritage United Church 9:00 AM Community

Stuart Oakley (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Skating and a Movie Harmony Square & Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 02:30 PM Community

Curling Tournament (Child Hunger Brantford - CHB) Brantford Curling Club 03:00 PM Community

Karaoke Branch 90 Legion 07:00 PM Entertainment

Yuk Yuk’s Comedy Night Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 07:00 PM Community

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Grand Bayou 09:00 PM Entertainment

TBD Devlin’s Advocate 09:00 PM Entertainment

BarCode Manny’s Place 010:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 04

All You Can Eat Breakfast (proceeds to charity) Knights of Columbus Hall 9:00 AM Community

Free Mindfulness Meditation Moksha Yoga Brantford 05:00 PM Sports

Farmhouse Clock DIY Workshop From The Attic Interiors 06:00 PM Education

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 07:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 05

Skennén:’a Satónrye Breathe Easy and Supporters Sunrise Court Library 10:00 AM Community - SN

World Nutella® Day Harmony Square in Brantford 04:30 PM Community

Restorative Meditation Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 06:30 PM Sports

SNA Badminton - Family St. Gabriel Catholic Elementary School Gym 06:30 PM Sports

World Nutella® Day Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 06:30 PM Community

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 06

Blood Donor Clinic Brantford and District Civic Centre 01:30 PM Community

Ladies Drop In Volleyball (18+) Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 07:30 PM Community - SN

Open Mic The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment
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Check out roundtablepr.com • 519.756.7636 • yvonne@roundtablepr.com

Copy Writing
Media Relations

Publicity
Training & Workshops 

M.C. & Voice Over Services

Denise Kinchsular
Photography
for ALL your Photo Needs

519-717-9670
dhoag@rogers.com

denise.kinchsularphotography

Happy
  Valentine’s
   Day

Promote your business/organization
with our LOCAL Network

of Engaged Community Members

Jason Freeze
jason@bscene.ca     226.802.2299

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 07

Beer & Chocolate Pairing Le Chocolat Du Savoie 07:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 08

Free Weight Loss Seminars The Wellness Corner 06:15 PM Education

Yoga Classes (Kathy Brown Yoga) Our Lady of Providence Catholic School 06:30 PM Sports

Emotional Aromatherapy County of Brant Public Library (St. George) 07:00 PM Education

My Big Fat German Puppet Show & the Left Hand of Frank Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts (Main Lobby) 08:00 PM Entertainment

Buck’s Open Mic & Songwriters’ Night Buck’s Tavern 09:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 09

Weekly Skate Exchange Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 03:30 PM Community

SNA Basketball - youth (9-17) St. Basil’s School Gym 06:30 PM Sports

Mark Wilson Paris Surf 07:00 PM Entertainment

Paint Night Tansley’s Coffee Emporium 07:00 PM Education

Brantford Music Club Young Artists Recital Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:30 PM Entertainment

SNA Basketball - adults (18+) St. Basil’s School Gym 07:30 PM Sports

Disney on Broadway Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 08:00 PM Entertainment

Love Me Tender - Valentine’s Showcase & Dance Branch 90 Legion 08:00 PM Entertainment

Cody James on Stage The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

TBD Devlin’s Advocate 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10

Letterboxing (Brant Ventures in Nature) Mount Pleasant Community Centre 10:00 AM Education

Personal Computer Museum PONG Open House Personal Computer Museum 10:00 AM Community

Seedy Saturday Grand River Community Health Centre 10:00 AM Education

Build a Tabletop Game County of Brant Public Library (Paris) 10:30 AM Entertainment

Who Wants to be an Abbey-Heir? (A Downton Abbey 
Musical Murder Mystery)

Sonnenhof German Canadian Club 11:30 AM Entertainment

A True Blues Matinee w Dwayne LaForme’s Boogie Blues 
Band & Special Guest

Frankie’s Hometown Tavern 02:00 PM Entertainment

Garrett Vandenburg (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Li’l Picasso DIY Your Name Art Sign - for the kiddos From The Attic Interiors 02:00 PM Education

Skating and a Movie Harmony Square & Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 02:30 PM Community

Disney on Broadway Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 05:00 PM Entertainment

Who Wants to be an Abbey-Heir? (A Downton Abbey 
Musical Murder Mystery)

Sonnenhof German Canadian Club 06:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke Branch 90 Legion 07:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke with Roger Tansley’s Coffee Emporium 07:00 PM Entertainment

Paul Riemens Paris Surf 07:00 PM Entertainment

Classic Albums Live presents Fleetwood Mac Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 08:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Grand Bayou 09:00 PM Entertainment

Paul Agriesti Devlin’s Advocate 09:00 PM Entertainment

Club Scorpio Grand Opening Club Scorpio 010:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11

A Valentine Brunch with Bach (BSO) Brantford Polish Hall 01:00 PM Entertainment

Ancestors in the Archives Woodland Cultural Centre 02:00 PM Education

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Great Canadian Learn to Skate Harmony Square 02:00 PM Sports

Free Mindfulness Meditation Moksha Yoga Brantford 05:00 PM Sports

Stencil an 18x18 Pillow DIY Workshop From The Attic Interiors 06:00 PM Education

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 07:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12

Free Production GMAW Welder Program Six Nations Polytechnic (Brantford Campus) 8:00 AM Education

Free Production GMAW Welder Program Six Nations Polytechnic (Brantford Campus) 11:00 AM Education

Discover Opera Brantford Tourism Centre 01:30 PM Entertainment

Get Your Game On (all ages) Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 06:00 PM Entertainment

SNA Badminton - Family St. Gabriel Catholic Elementary School Gym 06:30 PM Sports

Brantford Writers’ Circle (BWC) meeting Thorpe Brothers Carriage House 07:00 PM Education

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13

Ladies Drop In Volleyball (18+) Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 07:30 PM Community - SN

Open Mic The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14

Blood Donor Clinic Paris Fairgrounds 02:00 PM Community

Seniors @ BPL Creating and Age-Friendly Community: 
The Community Impact Report

Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 02:30 PM Education

Valentine’s Day Dinner at Myra’s Bar & Grill
Myra’s Bar & Grill (Best Western Brantford Hotel & Confer-
ence Centre)

05:00 PM Entertainment

Supper Club Evening (dinner & music) Sweet Isa Cooking Studio in St. George 06:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:00 PM Entertainment

Valentines Sweetheart Dance AIM Dance Studio 08:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15

Study Group (genealogy) Brant OGS Resource Centre 10:00 AM Education

First World War Military Records Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 02:00 PM Education

Blood Donor Clinic Woodman Community Centre 02:30 PM Community

Adult MINI Pottery Classes Free “Tryouts” (3 wks. begins) Artisans Village, ClayWorks Studio 06:30 PM Education

DT Concert Series: The East Pointers Dominion Telegraph Centre 07:00 PM Entertainment
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250 King George Rd. Brantford
519.751.1221
ben@positanowine.com
www.positanowine.com
positanowinesandcoffee

Holiday Wine
Gifts
Gift Cards







EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

Glenhyrst Annual General Meeting Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Main Gallery) 07:00 PM Education

Matthews Songs of Inspiration CD Release Party Manny’s Place 07:30 PM Entertainment

Buck’s Open Mic & Songwriters’ Night Buck’s Tavern 09:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16

Live Music with Max Sandison Tansley’s Coffee Emporium 06:00 PM Entertainment

SNA Badminton - family St. Gabriel Catholic Elementary School Gym 06:30 PM Sports

SNA Basketball - youth (9-17) St. Basil’s School Gym 06:30 PM Sports

Paul Aggisez Paris Surf 07:00 PM Entertainment

SNA Basketball - adults (18+) St. Basil’s School Gym 07:30 PM Sports

SNA Badminton - adult (16+) St. Gabriel Catholic Elementary School Gym 08:00 PM Sports

Nate Friesen on Stage The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Johnny Hover Devlin’s Advocate 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17

Curl for Kids Sale 2018: Shiver Me Timbers! (Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Grand Erie)

Paris Curling Club 8:30 AM Community

Kyle Pacey (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Skating and a Movie Harmony Square & Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 02:30 PM Community

Crazy Cat Ladies 2 (Hearts to Homes Feline Rescue & 
Sanctuary)

Brantford Polish Hall 06:00 PM Community

Cody James Woods Paris Surf 07:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke Branch 90 Legion 07:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Evan Champagne Devlin’s Advocate 09:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Grand Bayou 09:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18

Frosty Fest Harmony Sqaure, Downtown Brantford 10:00 AM Community

Sunday Serenade (The Brantford Memorial Concert Band) Brantford Convention Centre 03:00 PM Entertainment

Free Mindfulness Meditation Moksha Yoga Brantford 05:00 PM Sports

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 07:00 PM Entertainment

Family Day 2K18 Manny’s Place 08:00 PM Entertainment

Jack de Keyzer Band w Special Guest Cory Mercer Brant Artillery Gunners Club 08:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19

Family Day Open House (genealogy) Brant OGS Resource Centre 10:00 AM Education

Frosty Fest Harmony Sqaure, Downtown Brantford 10:00 AM Community

Personal Computer Museum Family Day Open House Personal Computer Museum 10:00 AM Community

Brantford Food Forest (BFF) Meeting Thorpe Brothers Carriage House 07:00 PM Education

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20

Brett Kissel - We Were That Song Tour w Dan Davidson Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:30 PM Entertainment

Ladies Drop In Volleyball (18+) Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 07:30 PM Community - SN

Open Mic The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21

Candle Making
Brantwood Community Services, Recreation & Therapy 
Centre Entrance

06:00 PM Education

Bell City Author Series: Gary Barwin Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 07:00 PM Education

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22

Chainmail Jewelry Making County of Brant Public Library (St. George) 06:00 PM Education

Make Your Own Sign DIY Workshop From The Attic Interiors 06:00 PM Education

Celebrate Our Youth (concert - The Little String  
Orchestra)

W. Ross Macdonald School 07:00 PM Entertainment

Jeff Harding Al Dente Pasta · Pizza · Grill 07:00 PM Entertainment

Rosanne Cash with John Leventhal Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 07:00 PM Entertainment

Buck’s Open Mic & Songwriters’ Night Buck’s Tavern 09:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23

SNA Badminton - family St. Gabriel Catholic Elementary School Gym 06:30 PM Sports

SNA Basketball - youth (9-17) St. Basil’s School Gym 06:30 PM Sports

An Evening of Comedy hosted by Val Cole Tansley’s Coffee Emporium 07:00 PM Entertainment

Steve Murphy (Elmo) Paris Surf 07:00 PM Entertainment

Brooklyn, Mary-Kate and Saffron at The Coach House Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant (Coach House) 07:30 PM Entertainment

SNA Basketball - adults (18+) St. Basil’s School Gym 07:30 PM Sports

SNA Badminton - adults (16+) St. Gabriel Catholic Elementary School Gym 08:00 PM Sports

The Bodegas Devlin’s Advocate 09:00 PM Entertainment

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24

Paris Curling Club Olympic Open House Paris Curling Club 11:00 AM Sports

The 24 Hour BIG Retro Game-A-Thon (Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Grand Erie)

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Grand Erie 11:00 AM Community

Don Norry (Acoustic Cafe) Brantford Music Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

True Blues Matinee w Dwayne LaForme’s Boogie Blues 
Band & Special Guest

Frankie’s Hometown Tavern 02:00 PM Entertainment

Skating and a Movie Harmony Square & Brantford Public Library (Main Branch) 02:30 PM Community

Dish It Out with Deliciously Brantford The Olive Oil Co. 06:30 PM Education

Johnny Hoover Paris Surf 07:00 PM Entertainment

karaoke Branch 90 Legion 07:00 PM Entertainment

karaoke with Roger Tansley’s Coffee Emporium 07:00 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:30 PM Entertainment

Karaoke The Grand Bayou 09:00 PM Entertainment

SOLUTION
to our Sudoku puzzle (Page 11)

ADVERTISING 
WORKS... YOU 

JUST PROVED IT!

PUT YOUR AD 
HERE!

10,000 copies every month 
Available at 500 locations in 

Brantford, Brant County & 
Six Nations

Contact: 
Jason Freeze 226-802-2299  

jason@bscene.ca

SUPPORT LOCAL!
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WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL 2018 

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK AT JANUARY THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

DEAN ELLIS

EVENT NAME LOCATION START TIME CATEGORY

TBD Devlin’s Advocate 09:00 PM Entertainment

BarCode Frankie’s Hometown Tavern 09:30 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25

DIY Coffee Scrub (adults) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 10:00 AM Education

Chili Willy Cook-Off Harmony Square 11:00 AM Entertainment

DIY Coffee Scrub (adults) Glenhyrst Art Gallery of Brant 01:00 PM Education

Annual General Meeting: Show & Tell (genealogy) Brant OGS Resource Centre 02:00 PM Education

Brantford Open Stage Best Western Brantford Hotel & Conference Centre 02:00 PM Entertainment

Fred Penner Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts 02:00 PM The Arts

Free Mindfulness Meditation Moksha Yoga Brantford 05:00 PM Sports

Bring Your Own Piece DIY Workshop From The Attic Interiors 06:00 PM Education

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 07:00 PM Entertainment

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26

6th Annual National Cupcake Day (SPCA) Brant County SPCA 12:00 PM Community

SNA Badminton - Family St. Gabriel Catholic Elementary School Gym 06:30 PM Sports

Trivia The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27

Ladies Drop In Volleyball (18+) Dajoh-Onondaga Gymnasium 07:30 PM Community - SN

Open Mic The Rose & Thistle 07:30 PM Entertainment

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28

Pink Shirt Day (Anti-bullying) Community

Candle Making
Brantwood Community Services, Recreation & Therapy 
Centre Entrance

06:00 PM Education

Karaoke The Rose & Thistle 08:00 PM Entertainment

THURSDAY, MARCH 01

Wills & Estates Brantford Public Library (St. Paul Ave. Branch) 02:00 PM Education

Yoga Classes (Kathy Brown Yoga) Our Lady of Providence Catholic School 06:30 PM Sports

Buck’s Open Mic & Songwriters’ Night Buck’s Tavern 09:00 PM Entertainment

FRIDAY, MARCH  02

World Day of Prayer 2018 Grace Anglican Church 1:30 PM Community

SNA Badminton - family St. Gabriel Catholic Elementary School Gym 06:30 PM Sports

SNA Basketball - youth (9-17) St. Basil’s School Gym 06:30 PM Sports

SNA Basketball - adults (18+) St. Basil’s School Gym 07:30 PM Sports

World Day of Prayer 2018 St. Pius X Roman Catholic Church 7:30 PM Community

SNA Badminton - adult (16+) St. Gabriel Catholic Elementary School Gym 08:00 PM Sports

SATURDAY, MARCH 03

Blood Donor Clinic Branlyn Community Centre 8:30 AM Community

Karaoke Branch 90 Legion 07:00 PM Entertainment

SUNDAY, MARCH 04

All You Can Eat Breakfast (proceeds to charity) Knights of Columbus Hall 9:00 AM Community

MONDAY, MARCH 05

Blood Donor Clinic WLU (Brantford Campus), 103 Darling St. 10:00 AM Community

Skennén:’a Satónrye Breathe Easy and Supporters Sunrise Court Library 10:00 AM Community - SN

SNA Badminton - Family St. Gabriel Catholic Elementary School Gym 06:30 PM Sports

TUESDAY, MARCH 06

Blood Donor Clinic Brantford and District Civic Centre 01:30 PM Community

Homicide Investigations Brant Sports Complex 07:00 PM Education

Small business is thriving in Brantford-Brant!  

The Brantford-Brant Business Resource Centre (BRC) and 
Enterprise Brant work with entrepreneurs in the City of 

Brantford and the County of Brant, assisting in the creation 
and development of business.

If you’re considering starting a business and don’t know 
where to start or have questions related to small business, 
you can speak with a BRC Business Consultant.  The BRC 
offers free one-on-one business consulting to help with 
business planning, financial forecasting, licensing and other 
business topics.  The BRC also administers the provincially 
funded Summer Company and Starter Company Plus 
programs.  These entrepreneurial programs provide training, 
mentoring and potential grant funding.

If you need financing, Enterprise Brant, located in the 
Business Lending Centre, is ready to assist you.  Enterprise 
Brant helps you hone your financing plan and secure the 
funding you need at reasonable rates from a community 
loan fund.  This means when you repay the loan all funds are 
reinvested in this community.

Enterprise Brant and the BRC have created a training 
partnership, offering free business workshops, and this 
effective collaboration is evidenced by Enterprise Brant’s 
monetary support of the Starter Company Plus program.

Enterprise Brant and the BRC work cooperatively to ensure 
that businesses get the support they need to flourish and 
grow.  Do you need help with your business?  Contact us now.

Pictured above: Mae Legg, Senior Business Consultant 
accepts a cheque for $5,000 from Cindy Swanson from 
Enterprise Brant towards the Starter Company Plus grant 
pool at the HR Seminar Series on Bill 148 presented by 
Kathryn Kissinger.  This information session on Bill 148 was 
one of the many free workshops session offered at the BRC 
in partnership with Enterprise Brant.

Supplied Photo
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Downtown Brantford

Downtown Brantford

@downtownbrantfd

downtownbrantford.ca

Feb. 25, 2018  |  11 am – 2 pm
Harmony Square, $5 Chili Tasting Fee

Chili Willy Cook-off

Feb. 5, 2018  |  4:30 – 8:30 pm 
Harmony Square, Free Admission

Feb. 18, 2018  |  10 am – 4 pm 
Harmony Square, Free Admission

Frosty Fest

World Nutella Day

 🔗 businessresourcecentre.ca 

So what do Facebook, Subway, BizChair.com, 
WordPress, SuperJam, Pencil Bugs and Zoomr 

all have in common? They were all started by 
founders in their teens.  Yet for many of us, the 
image of youth entrepreneurship is linked to kids 
selling lemonade on the side of road to earn some 
extra spending money.

According to the Global Entrepreneurship 
Monitor (GEM) youth are 1.6 times more likely 
to want to start a business compared to those 
aged 34 or older. But youth businesses do not 
need to be complicated or even be international 
megastars, they can be as simple as creating 
or doing something to meet someone’s need. 
Even Alexander Graham Bell got his start as a 
young entrepreneur. At the age of 12, Bell built a 
homemade device that combined rotating paddles 
with sets of nail brushes, creating a simple 
dehusking machine based on a need at a friend’s 
farm.  The rest is history. Do you have the drive or 
imagination of Bell?  Do you know an aspiring Bell? 
Then the Summer Company program may be what 
you need.

Summer Company is a provincially funded 
program offered through the Brantford Brant 
Business Resource Centre for Ontario students 
between 15 to 29 who are interested in starting 
their own summer business and who will be 
returning to school this fall.  The program provides 

hands-on training, mentoring and awards up to 
$3,000. 

Program registration opens January 23 to May 19, 
2018 through the provincial website www.Ontario.
ca/SummerCompany or by contacting the BRC at 
brc@brantfordford.ca or 519-756-4269. So let’s 
do business.

Summer
Company

Looking for a summer job?
Why not start your own business?
Are you a student age 15-29
returning to school in the fall?

Get up to a $3,000
GRANT TO

START YOUR OWN
SUMMER BUSINESS

1 Market Square, Suite 201
Brantford ON  N3T 6C8

519-756-4269
www.businessresourcecentre.ca

brc@brantford.ca

Ready.Set.Work.

Is winter dragging on for you? Winter blues 
starting to catch? Warm up with a bowl of chili at 

the 11th annual Chili Willy Cook-Off in Harmony 
Square. Taste amazing and mouth-watering 
chili recipes from renowned local restaurants, 
all competing for the coveted “Brantford’s Best 
Bowl of Chili” title. The Chili Willy Cook-Off will be 
held on February 25 at Harmony Square and chili 
tasting is available at a cost $5.00 per person.

Take a break from the savory chili sampling, lace 
up your skates and hop on the ice in Harmony 
Square. While you’re downtown, explore some of 
the many shops located in the heart of the city. 
Downtown Brantford offers a variety of shops 
that feature artisanal crafted products, clothing, 
the newest electronics and stunning jewellery. 
Looking for something sweet? Warm up with a 
cup of hot chocolate and a pastry from one of the 
many cafes. 

If you’re looking to embrace the winter cold and 
have a frosty experience this February, come out 
to the 2018 Frosty Fest. Increasingly known for 
one of the largest winter carnivals, Frosty Fest 
offers entertainment and loads of fun for the entire 
family. Activities include a professional ice carving 
competition, midway in the street, snow-slide, ice 
mini-golf, free public skating, and pony rides. Make 
your day even sweeter with funnel cakes, poutine, 
snow taffy and the Nutella Café. Come out this 
February 18 and 19 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
and celebrate Frosty Fest in Downtown Brantford. 
Thanks to Freedom house, admission to Frosty 
Fest is free. 

You can also share the sweetness this February 
with World Nutella Day hosted in Harmony Square. 
World Nutella day was founded by an American 
Blogger on February 5, 2007 and has since grown 
into a global phenomenon. Celebrate your love 
of Nutella with friends and family, and take part in 
the Nutella S’mores over a campfire, skate around 
Harmony Square with a live DJ, and enjoy a meet & 
greet with the PAW Patrol. 

Explore Downtown Brantford this winter, and make 
Downtown Brantford your events destination!

CREATE YOUR OWN WINTER WONDERLAND 
IN DOWNTOWN BRANTFORD

BE YOUR OWN BOSS THIS SUMMER
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JACK JACKOWETZ

twitter @jjackowetz

facebook @jjackowetz

Brantford was no longer a 
city in transition. Change 
was well underway. New 

suburban housing and commercial 
developments were being built, 
primarily in the north end. The 
downtown began its rapid decline 
as the commercial centre of the 
City; it would be supplanted by 
Lynden Park Mall and strip mall 
developments along King George 
Road. The manufacturing sector 
was humming along nicely; there 
were well paying jobs available for 
young men right out of high school. 
The optimism of the decade did 
not foresee economic events that 
would culminate in the 1980s that 
would forever change the City.

Politics / Municipal Affairs

Richard Beckett was mayor between 
1961 and 1970. He was followed by 
Howard Winter in 1971/1972; Winter ’s 
third stint as mayor. Charles Bowen was 
mayor between 1973 and 1980. Mayors 
and Aldermen served two-year terms. 
The term Alderman was replaced by 
Councillor in 1999.

The NDP tried to introduce party 
politics in the 1970 municipal election 
by running a slate of candidates, in 
order to remove the clique they felt ran 
the City. All the NDP candidates were 
defeated.

Derek Blackburn was elected Member 
of Parliament in the 1971 Federal 
election representing the NDP. It was 
the third time he contested the riding. 
Blackburn served in the House of 
Commons for 22 consecutive years.

Provincially, Mac Makarchuk of the NDP 
represented Brantford between 1967 
and 1971. Makarchuk was defeated by 
Richard Beckett, the former mayor, in 
the 1971 election. Makarchuk defeated 
Beckett in the 1975 election and won 
the 1977 election.

In 1970, a local group proposed 
opening another radio station in 
Brantford to break the CKPC monopoly. 
Surprisingly it was CKFH in Toronto that 
thwarted the bid because CKFH wanted 
to increase its power and the new 
Brantford station’s frequency would 
interfere with those plans. The CRTC 
sided with CKFH. CKFH is now known as 
CJCL, The Fan 590.

The St. Leonard’s Society established 
a half-way house for men released 
from jail in 1971. The house was 
located on Elgin Street. In 1979 the 
Society opened the St. Leonard’s Pallet 
Company to provide employment and 
job skills training for offenders and 
other employment-disadvantaged 
persons. The services provided by St. 
Leonard’s has continued to expand. 
In 2002 the agency was renamed St. 
Leonard’s Community Services and the 
Pallet Company was closed.

The need for housing for seniors 
continued to grow. Lorne Towers 
in West Brant, a 159-unit high-
rise opened in 1972. Brant Towers, 
adjacent to Lorne Towers, a 200-unit 
high-rise, opened in 1975. In 1972 
an apartment hotel for seniors able 
to live independently, at the corner 
of Charlotte and Darling Streets, was 
approved by the City. This is the site of 
Charlotte Villa.

In 1973, the City was twinned with 
Osijek, Yugoslavia as part of the World 
Federalists Movement - Canada’s 
mundialisation programme, conceived 
to promote peace and order in 
the world. A number of visits and 
exchanges were held between the two 
cities but the initiative came to an end 
by the end of the decade due to rising 
tensions between Croatia and the 
Yugoslavian republic.

A flag committee was formed in 1974 
to invite entries from the public for 
the creation of a City flag to mark 
the City’s centennial in 1977. Entries 
were received primarily from school 

children which was disappointing to 
the committee, who had hoped to 
engage all local citizens. The design 
selected was criticised and panned 
by the community. A new design was 
developed based on the Canadian 
flag in 1975. The revised design was 
formally dedicated on 15-March-1976.

In May 1974, an unexpected flood along 
the Grand River caused over $1 million 

dollars in damage in the City. Flood 
waters breached the dikes and flooded 
the water treatment plant damaging 
the pump generators resulting in the 
issuing of a boil water advisory for three 
days.

In 1974, Council approved plans to 
establish a City-run day care centre 
at Greenwood Park. The daycare 
centre, now known as the Beryl Angus 
Municipal Children’s Centre opened in 
1976. City Council voted in May-2017 

to close the daycare centre. It was the 
only municipally-run daycare in the 
County.

Rumours in 1975 that Council was 
preparing to remove the chip wagons 
from Market Square caused the 
formation of a Save Our Chip Wagons 
Committee and the circulation of 
a petition. Alas, the rumours were 
unfounded.

Library services were provided at the 
Carnegie Building downtown. This 
facility was inadequate to meet the 
needs of the citizens; it simply wasn’t 
big enough. In 1975, the St. Paul 
Avenue branch was opened to serve 
the north end of the City. In a 1979 
report to Council, three alternatives 
to provide better library services were 
made: build a new library, expand 
the current library, or split services 
between two locations. A new main 
library would finally open in 1992.

Richard Beckett (1919 - 1983) served as Mayor 
of Brantford from 1961 to 1970. Before that he 
served 5 years as Alderman beginning in 1953. 
He was the Progressive Conservative MPP for the 
riding of Brantford from 1971 to 1975.

Brantford
in the 

197O's
Part 1

City of Brantford Flag - Approved Design. After the original design was rejected by the community, this design was developed with input from flag design 
experts. The flag was formally dedicated on 15-March-1976.

All photos courtesy of the Brant Historical Society unless otherwise indicated.

A L        K BACK

Howard Winter (1907 - 1997) was active in 
municipal politics for 28 years beginning in 1944 
when he was elected as Alderman for Ward 5. He 
served as Mayor three times, between 1950 and 
1953, in 1956, and from 1971 to 1972.
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Operation Lift, now called Brantford 
Lift, was established in 1976 to provide 
transportation for those experiencing 
physical difficulty to get around the city. 

The intersection at Brant and St. Paul 
Avenues was reengineered to provide 
acoustic and tactile feedback for 
the blind, the first of its kind in North 
America. Audio alerts signalled when to 
cross the intersection and a concrete 
textured sidewalk with grooves for a 
cane were installed.

In 1977, City Council formed a Local 
Architectural Conservation Advisory 
Committee to identify heritage buildings 
in Brantford and prepare a list of 
buildings worthy of protection. This was 
in response to the demolition of the fire 
ravaged Hotel Kerby in 1976 despite 
protests from the cultural and heritage 
community.

In 

1977, City Council introduced a by-law 
to regulate smoking in public places. 
Downtown merchants opposed the 
by-law for fear of losing customers 
to the suburban malls where they had 
space to create smoking areas. Council 
abandoned the initiative because of 
concerns over enforcement of the by-
law.

Between 1972 and 1977 the local 
United Way campaign was the first in 
the country to achieve its fund-raising 

goal for five out of the six years.

In 1979, Council approved the closing 
of Grand River Avenue. This was done 

in conjunction with the rebuilding of the 
Lorne Bridge and the development of 
the Ring Road, now Icomm Drive. This 
closing forced traffic from North Ward 
and Holmedale onto Brant Avenue to 
access the downtown, West Brant, and 
Eagle Place.

Regional Government

Brantford’s future was dependent on 
growth and growth meant expanding the 
city. Brantford’s last major expansion 
occurred in 1955. Since that time two 
small pieces were added to the City; 
Northridge Golf Course in 1960 (136 
acres), and the Cedarland Park area in 
1966, bounded roughly by Memorial 
Drive, Dunsdon Street, Greenfield Road, 

and Ashgrove Avenue (193 acres).

Surrounding counties (Waterloo, 
Wentworth, Haldimand, and Norfolk) 
were adopting regional governments 
and there was pressure on Brant 
County to either join one of these 
new areas or remain independent. A 
1973 report commissioned by the 
City recommended a one-tier system, 
the province recommended a two-
tier single county with Brantford 

holding the majority of the votes. The 
County favoured a two-tier system 
that would include Haldimand County 
and most of Norfolk County. The Civic 
Administration Board called for the 
amalgamation of the City of Brantford 
with Brantford Township in 1973 and 
the Brant Area Local Government 
Review Committee recommended a 
one-tier or modified two-tier system. 
None of these recommendations 

gained any traction. Tension between 
the City and Township centred around 
commercial development in the 
Township that threatened the viability 
of the downtown. In 1974, the City 
annexed 1,487 acres from the Township. 
This area included Brantwood Park and 
Lynden Hills Estates. In 1978, the City 

sought to annex another 5,400 acres 
from the Township. Annexation talks 
continued into the early 1980s.

Brantford Expressway / 
Highway 403

The Brantford Expressway, first 
conceived in 1958, was to become 
Brantford’s Conestoga Expressway 
(Kitchener-Waterloo) or EC Row 
Expressway (Windsor), connecting 
West Brant to Highway 403. The first 
section of this road between Mount 
Pleasant Street and Ontario Street 

finally got underway in 1971. This road 
included a bridge over the Grand River. 
It was opened to traffic in 1972. The 
next section was supposed to be four-
lane section between Ontario Street 
and Lynwood Drive. A citizen’s group 
was formed to oppose this section 
because they felt the route was ill-
planned, costly, and environmentally 
unsound. The Six Nations objected to 
the route because it ran across the 
Glebe property behind Pauline Johnson 
Collegiate. In 1973, the province 
decided to reduce the road to a two-
lane arterial road. As the debate raged 
on, this section did not get built; in fact, 
it’s still not built. By 1976 the roadway 
was called the Brantford Southern 
Access Road, commonly referred to as 
the BSAR. Today the portion between 
Powerline Road and Colborne Street 
is called the Wayne Gretzky Parkway 
and the portion between Erie Avenue 
and Colborne Street West is called the 
Veterans Memorial Parkway.

Highway 403 was still simply a bypass 
of the City. It was not connected 
at either end to another 400 series 
highway. Travellers still needed to use 
Highway 2 and 53 to travel east and 
Highway 2 or Highway 53 to travel west 
of town. Highway 2 and 53 east of the 
City was very busy. The completion of 
Highway 403 was vital to the economic 
development of the City. Highways 
had replaced the railways as the 
economic lifelines of cities and towns. 
Highway 403 was designated by the 
province as a top priority since 1968 
but no extensions east or west were 
built during the 1970s. Note that the 
provincial representative for Brantford 
at Queen’s Park for seven years of the 
decade was not a member of the ruling 
government.

City of Brantford Flag - First Draft. This design was selected by the flag committee but was 
criticised by flag experts and panned by the community.

St. Paul Avenue Branch Library opened in 1975 to provide library services to the north end 
of the City and alleviate the overcrowded situation at the main branch downtown.

Charles Bowen (1923 - 1992) served as Mayor of 
Brantford from 1973 to 1980. He was first elected 
to council in 1963 as Alderman for Ward 5. Bowen 
was re-elected to council in 1988 and served a 
final three year term.

Derek Blackburn (1934 - 2017) was the New 
Democratic Party MP for the federal riding of Brant 
from 1971 to 1993. Born in Sault Ste. Marie and 
raised in Stratford, Blackburn was a teacher at 
Paris District High School before he became MP.

Mac Makarchuk (born 1931) was the New Demo-
cratic Party MPP for the riding of Brantford from 
1967 to 1971 and from 1975 to 1981. Before he 
became MPP Makarchuk was a journalist for the 
Brantford Expositor. He was elected to City Coun-
cil in 1972 and again in 1982. In 1959 Makarchuk 
offered to underwrite a national championship 
for Canadian university hockey but his offer was 
rejected by the eastern champion University of 
Toronto Varsity Blues. Ultimately the University 
Cup was established in 1963.



18 BSCENE.ca Entertainment & Community Guide

OPEN HOUSE AT THE PERSONAL 
COMPUTER MUSEUM

January 13, 2018 at PCM, Brantford

   DENISE KINCHSULAR

The Personal Computer Museum opened their doors for an Open House 
on Saturday, January 13th to let folks play with their retro games!

As always there were a number of people coming to play games, and learn 
about the history of computers.

Make sure to Be Seen getting into the retro fun at their next event!

CLEARING EXHIBIT at GLENHYRST ART GALLERY, runs until MARCH 11 D HEATHER CARDLE

UNDERWATER BUBBLE SHOW at SANDERSON CENTRE, DECEMBER 30 D DEAN ELLIS

Be seen with BSCENE
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presents

Celebrate Our Youth
with
W. Ross Macdonald School
and
The Grand River Suzuki School

Thurs. Feb. 22 @ 7:00pm
at
W. Ross Macdonald School
350 Brant Avenue

Tickets:
$15 adults     $5 students/seniors
available from the musicians or
thelittlestringorchestra@gmail.com

OPTIC
HOUSE

A Family Run & Locally Owned Business for Over 25 Years

10 King George Road
Brantford
519-752-5456
Mon. - Wed.  9 - 6
Thurs.  9 - 8
Fri.  9 - 6
Sat.  9 - 2

“The Paris & District Chamber is a great outlet
for me as a new local business.

The events are welcoming
with a down to earth feeling.
On a number of occasions

I’ve been introduced
to other business operators

and have gained valuable friendships
which have turned into new business and

new ambassadors for my company.”
Michael Harrington, Millennium Security Services

www.pariscoc.ca
info@pariscoc.ca

MAE LEGG
Senior Small Business Consultant

Located at 1 Market Square in Downtown 
Brantford, the Brantford-Brant Business 

Resource Centre (BRC) has become the hub of small 
business activity in the city. Brantford was recently 
acknowledged by Financial Times Ltd. for being 
the most “business-friendly” micro-city in North 
America, and part of that stems from the BRC team 
who diligently help entrepreneurs each and every 
day in Brantford, County of Brant, Haldimand County, 
Norfolk County and Six Nations of the Grand River.

The BRC’s goal is to assist in the creation and 
development of small business by providing support 
and resources to small business owners and 
entrepreneurs. The BRC offers free professional 
consultations on all aspects of business, including 
business registration, market research, business 
planning and review, financial planning, regulatory 
and tax requirements, succession planning, and 
much more. 

In partnership with Enterprise Brant, the BRC 
provides free business workshops on a variety 
of topics applicable to business owners such 
as Business Planning & Cash Flow Forecasting, 
Marketing Strategies and Bookkeeping & Taxation. 

The BRC also offers one-off information sessions 
on relevant topics such as Bill 148 – The Fair 
Workplaces and Better Jobs Act - changes in the Act 
directly impact BRC clientele and it is imperative that 
this information is passed onto business owners.

The BRC also administers provincially funded 
Summer Company and Starter Company Plus 
programs.

Summer Company is a youth entrepreneurship 
program available to students between the ages 
15 – 29 who are returning to school in the fall. The 
program assists students in the start-up and running 
of their summer business and includes business 
training, mentoring and a grant of up to $3000 to 
assist with their start up costs.

Earlier this year, the Province launched Starter 
Company Plus, a grant program for entrepreneurs, 
over the age of 18, who want to start, expand or buy 
a business. The program offers training and business 
skills development, mentorship from local business 
leaders and a grant of up to $5000.   

For more information, please visit the BRC 
website at www.brantford.ca/business/
SmallBusinessAssistance/Pages/default.aspx/ or 
contact us at 519-756-4269 or brc@brantford.ca.

Featured Member Profile:

BRANTFORD-BRANT BUSINESS 
RESOURCE CENTRE

ADVERTISING WORKS... 
YOU JUST PROVED IT!

PUT YOUR AD HERE!
10,000 copies every month Available at 500 

locations in Brantford, Brant County & Six 
Nations

Contact: 
Jason Freeze 226-802-2299  jason@bscene.ca

SUPPORT LOCAL!
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JASON FREEZE

twitter  @Jason Freeze
 

facebook  jason.freeze

🔗   BScene.ca

This February, the Paris Performers’ Theatre is bringing the 1950’s era story of ’12 Angry 
Men’ to life on the stage. The original book was written by Reginald Rose and tells the 

story of how 12 men, on a jury, deliberate the sentencing of a young man accused of killing 
his father. But the drama of the story doesn’t stop there, because there is one hold out. 
One person sees past the colour of the accused’s skin and starts to convince the others 
not to sentence him to death. 

As it’s set back in New York City of the 1950’s, the story definitely brings racism to the 
forefront. The play stays true to the book very well so the audience feels the intensity of 
this drama. Even so, it still has some funny moments to contrast all the emotions.

During one of their rehearsals, I got the chance to watch the action take place before it 
gets on stage. It’s always interesting to see how a work of art comes together, and getting 
a behind the scenes experience of how a performance comes together is also intriguing to 
watch. 

Every actor in this performance came in with the rule that they had to know their lines. 
So even though there were a few odd mistakes or requests for lines, the group knew 
their stuff.  But the rehearsal of their lines wasn’t the fun part to see. It was how they 
physically acted out the play. With the set already laid out, the actors learned how to 
interact with their surroundings and themselves. They felt their way through the set and the 
characters’ reactions with each other. And with each line, they kept getting better and more 
comfortable with their actions. 

There is one person in particular who gets the chance to see the actors in action and has 
the chance to shape their craft as well; the Director. While I was there, I got to have a chat 
with Matthew Willson who is directing this play. 

I asked him what are some of the hardest things about putting on this play. He mentioned 
that as this is primarily set with 12 guys around a table, it will be hard for them to interact 
with the audience and keep them engaged. And this is where their rehearsals come in 
handy. They have to keep the audience in their minds when acting out the scenes. So they 
have to put some actions into their scripts as well. And from what I saw, the group has done 
an amazing job at creating their actions and showing their character’s emotions. 

One of the other hard parts of this play is making sure everyone is together for each 
rehearsal. Its integral to the show that everyone knows what to say when and how to 
portray that with each other. With a sizable cast, it becomes difficult to keep everyone’s 
schedules in line. So its imperative that everyone can make their rehearsal times. Plus, it’s 
even more important when they only have six weeks to rehearse, when other productions 
like this normally take eight. 

Besides the hard parts, Matthew mentioned that this was a wonderful local cast to work 
with, who are excited to showcase this story to the community. He said that the play will 
also be submitted to the Western Ontario Drama Festival. This is a regional championship 
with about 30 other submissions. Matthew has directed three times for this festival before. 
Once he was nominated for Best Director and another time he won the title. So they’re 
certainly looking forward to the competition as well. 

With such a great story and an amazing cast, you’ll want to make sure you check out this 
performance. 12 Angry Men will be playing at the Paris Fairgrounds from February 16th 
through to February 25th with both evening and matinee shows. Tickets can be purchased 
at the door or at Green Heron Books in Paris. For more information and exact show times, 
please visit: www.parisperformerstheatre.com. 

We hope you enjoy the show! 

Photos from the rehearsal of Twelve Angry Men, being presented by 
the Paris Performers’ Theatre
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DEAN ELLIS

NV Night Club was full of excitement 
on Wednesday, January 10th as Logan 
Staats brought a crowd together to see 
TV show, The Launch.

It just so happens that Logan himself 
ended up being ‘Launched’ on the show 
with his new single, Lucky Ones!

Congratulations to this #BRANTastic 
local musician and we look forward to 
what comes next!

Story by: Jason Freeze

Photography by: Dean Ellis

LOGAN STAATS LAUNCH PARTY 
Januray 10, 2018 • Club NV, Brantford

Be seen with BSCENE A LOOK BACK AT JANUARY THROUGH
THE EYES OF OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

22ND ANNUAL MAYOR’S LEVEE
Brantford Armoury

January 6, 2018

JASON FREEZE
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RAY KNIGHT 

Does all the cold weather have you singing 
and dancing the blues and rock? If so, we 

have a great special performance for you by the 
Jack de Keyzer Band. The two-time Juno Award 
winner and seven-time Maple Blues winner will 
be playing on February 18th at the Gunner’s 
Club.  Even though it’s on a Sunday, Monday 
is a day off, so join us for a great evening of 
entertainment. 

The doors will open at 7pm followed by a special 
guest appearance by Cory Mercer starting at 
8pm. Then the Jack de Keyzer Band will take the 
stage at 9pm. 

Jack de Keyzer is a Singer, Guitarist, and Song 
Writer. He truly has played to the world. He 
has played Alert in the Arctic Circle to Puerto 
Escondido in Mexico; from Athens in Greece 
to Hornby Island in British Columbia and many 
places in between. He also has played on 
hundreds of recordings and live sessions with 
artists like Ronnie Hawkins, Etta James, Blue 
Rodeo, and Bo Diddley. 

Listen to what others have had to say about 
Jack de Keyzer. “The finest blues guitarist in 
Canada” stated Jeff Healey; and “If Jack de 
Keyzer was from Chicago, New York or LA, he’d 
be famous” said Bob Dylan. We could not agree 
more!

Tickets for this event are only $15.00 in advance 
or $20.00 at the door. Also, the Adult Recreation 

Therapy Centre (ARTC) will have draw tickets 
at the event. ARTC is helping lots of stroke 
survivors with classes and events in Brantford.  

Vic Micro (Big Vic’s Events) is hosting the event 
with some extra help from his friends. Vic had a 
stroke in November 2017, which left him lying 
on the floor until help could arrive. When he was 
found he was rushed to the Brantford General 
Hospital where he was treated and continues to 
be treated to this day. He even says he will be 
attending the event!

He has been fairly lucky with things. He had 
some minor aphasia that appears to have 
cleared up. His left side was completely 
paralysed, but now he has regained some minor 
movement. Vic is seeing that it’s going to be a 
long road to recovery. Stokes take only a few 
seconds to happen, but often it takes years and 
years to recover from.  

Vic has been putting on events with Jack de 
Keyzer for 4-5 years now. So, it is time to make 
it up to him. All proceeds from the event will 
go to help Vic’s recovery as well as the Adult 
Recreation Therapy Centre stroke groups!

If you have been following along with the Brant 
Community Healthcare Systems Foundation’s 
articles in BScene, then you know that I had two 
strokes and suffer from aphasia. I am getting 
better and better, but still have a long way to go. 
Hopefully Vic has the same experience as me 
and keeps getting better!!!

RAYMOND KNIGHT

World Day of Prayer 2018
Suriname

All God’s Creation is Very Good!
Friday March 2

Ever�one Welcome

Service written by
the World Day of Prayer Committee
of Suriname

Women’s Inter-Church Council
of Canada
47 Queen’s Park Cres. East
Toronto, ON  M5S 2C3
416-929-5184
www.wicc.org

For More Information:
phone 519-752--6451
email office@stmarks.on.ca

1:30 PM     Grace Anglican Church
                    4 Pearl St. (at West St.) Brantford  519-752-6814
7:30 PM     St. Pius X R.C. Church
                    9 Waverly St. (at Wood St.) Brantford  519-753-8439

BOTH Locations 
sponsored by:

COLE’S
ROOFING

PRESENTSJack de Keyzer Band
SUPPORTING 
BIG VIC
ON HIS ROAD
TO RECOVERY

Supplied Photo
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twitter @BCHSFoundation

facebook BCHSFoundation

🔗  bchsysfoundation.org

Any parent who brings their child 
to the hospital with a respiratory 

illness wants to be sure they’re 
going to receive prompt medical 
attention that helps relieve their child’s 
symptoms.

So when Nadine Hewitson arrived 
at the Brantford General Emergency 
Department (ED) with her four-year-
old son Nathan, she wanted him to 
be seen quickly and treated for what 
turned out to be a severe bout of 
croup.

“This time, it was the worst we’ve ever 
seen it,” said Nadine, who explained that 
Nathan often experiences a case of croup about once a month between December 
and March.

Croup is commonly caused by a viral infection in the winter months, and strikes 
young children up to the age of 5. At first, a child may develop cold-like symptoms, 
like a stuffy or runny nose and a fever, but as the upper airway becomes more 
irritated and swollen, they may exhibit the typical barking cough associated with 
croup.

If the airways continue to swell, breathing gets harder and can result in a high-
pitched or squeaking noise while inhaling, called stridor. They also might breathe 
very fast or have retractions, where the skin between the ribs sucks inward during 
breathing. In the most serious cases, a child may appear pale or have a bluish color 
around the mouth due to a lack of oxygen. Croup can become a condition that 
requires emergency care.

Nadine recalls that Nathan woke up in the night with the tell-tale barking cough of 
croup, and so Nadine and her husband Todd arrived with their son at the Brantford 
General Emergency Department to receive treatment. While Todd parked their 
vehicle, Nadine rushed in to the reception desk with Nathan where Registered 
Nurse (RN) Tamara Camilleri greeted them. Tamara could see the panic on Nadine’s 
face as she explained the problem.

“It’s heartbreaking to see your four-year-old son look up at you and say, ‘Mommy, I 
can’t breathe,’” said Nadine.

Tamara got them to a treatment bed right away. “That’s usually the case, but this 
time they were exceptionally fast,” said Nadine. 

A team of doctors and nurses tended to Nathan while Nadine continued to hold 
and comfort him as he began to shake. Everyone on the staff worked calmly but 
quickly and kept Nadine constantly informed about what was happening as they 
administered epinephrine to Nathan. Sixty seconds later, Nathan’s breathing 
became clear again.

“We were just so grateful that everybody moved so quickly and was so calm, 
because I was such a wreck,” said Nadine. “Nathan’s lips were blue, and I could tell it 
was the worst case of croup he’d ever had.”

Four months later, the Hewitson’s nine-
year-old daughter, Jocelyne, woke up 
in the night making the same sounds 
that her younger brother Nathan made 
when he had croup. Nadine was home 
with the children at the time and called 
for an ambulance that arrived just as 
Todd was pulling in to their driveway 
from work. One of the paramedics 
carefully reassured the family, while 
others prepared Jocelyne for transport 
to the Brantford General Emergency 
Department. 

Jocelyne said she doesn’t remember 
much about the episode, except the 
EMS personnel were really nice and 
she got to the hospital quickly. She 
was treated and released, but the 
next night, Jocelyne’s symptoms 
returned and the family had to pack 
up and head back to the Emergency 
Department again. Nadine recalled one 
of the paramedics that had responded 
to their home the previous night 
recognized them in the ED and made a 
point of checking in on them.

“That was pretty cool because they really didn’t have to do that,” said Nadine. “It just 
shows you how caring they are.”

Jocelyne received her treatment and was released once again.

A week later, Nathan had a recurrence of his croup symptoms and with Todd away 
at work, Nadine called an ambulance. This time Jocelyne got to ride up front with 
the ambulance driver while the paramedics who rode in the back with Nathan were 
able to speed up his recovery by beginning his epinephrine treatment on the way to 
the hospital.

Nadine said the care her children received at the Brantford General was of such a 
high quality that she was able to fully focus on her children’s wellbeing and comfort, 
rather than having to worry about whether they were receiving the appropriate 
medical attention.

“The level of care was amazing in the Emergency Department. All of the staff were 
calming and I didn’t feel so stressed out,” Nadine said.

“When you’re in that kind of situation, you’re not thinking about asking the staff 
‘excuse me, but what are you doing?’” she said, “But I know I have absolute 
confidence that I can trust the ED staff with the safety and care of my children.”

As the Hewitson family knows first-hand, when a health crisis or emergency 
affects you or a loved one, Brant Community Healthcare System is here to provide 
exceptional, professional and compassionate care in your time of need.

Now is the time to make a difference, please consider making a gift today that is 
meaningful to you, and support a strong healthcare system for our community.  

Your involvement, through a donation of any size, will allow the BCHS Foundation 
to purchase patient equipment not funded by the Ministry of Health and Long-
Term Care, provide essential resources to maintain the exceptional level of 
compassionate patient care, and invest in new and innovative technology.

To make a donation, visit the BCHS Foundation website at www.
bchsysfoundation.org or call 519-751-5510.

HEWITSON FAMILY’S CROUP EXPERIENCES EASED BY 
BCHS’ CALM AND PROFESSIONAL STAFF

Supplied Photo

From left: Nadine Hewitson with her children Nathan and Jocelyne, and Emergency Department RN Barb Dix.




